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Long Life, Health , Peace 


Pry Honour. 


Oching, Dread Sovereign; ca: any 

- way.eftabliſh your Majeſty in - 

7 affured Peace and Comfort but 
that © you; love God,' and be /loved' of 
your Subjets;; and-if you' hve in this 

"|| Love, .nothing can deprive you of true-_ 

B Peace! and:folid Comfort, either a5t0 

your external Reign, or to yoht(pirt- 

tual Joy'þorh. in-this Eife and this which 

is toicome: if your Majeſty ove God, 

It proceeds from his Loves you; and 

his Love 4s /manifeft, in not binding 

you'to! Rules and' DiſGplines: - That's 

Law,. not Love.; and the Law works 

A. 2 wrath, 
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The' Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


F * wrath, and trom thence ariſe Fears and 


Jealouſtes, fo there's no good Intelli- 
gence , nothing but - Heart-rifings and 
Suſpitions, and from thence proceeds 
Enmity and Hatred : therefore the God 
. of Love hath conſecrated a new Way , 
that though your Majeſty hath' ſinned 
( which you will not deny ) you ſhall 
not die, he will not impute your fins to 
you , but will forgive them , and blot 
them out, and lay them all upoa Jeſus; 
he ſhall die for you, and undergo the 
burden of your fins, and the Wrath of 
God for them, & let all the world know fl 


| . that he doth thus for his People (of 


whom I have ſtrong confidence that 
your Majeſty is) he hath ſent his Son in- 
to the world in our fleſh, to ſuffer in our 

fight, and' to certifie every particular 
Soul that he doth this for him, he ſends 
his Spirit into the hearts of his People, 
to give them the true knowledge of the 
things that are' freely given to: them of 
God, even to lead them into ——_— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and that Spirit ſpeaks nothing bur theſe 
things, for there is no other truth in 
Love ; for what man ought to doin his: - 
Religion towards God, or in his Life 
and Converſation amongſt men, are 
Truths in Juſtice, not in Love; all thoſe 
chings are of the firſt Covenant, which 
is therefore call'd the Covenant of. Works, 
and is directed by the Law ( which dif- 
ference is betwixt your Majeſties Par- 
don to a MaletaQor by Grace,and your 
Penal Laws.) And the Law 'makes nothing: 
perfe&3,(as Paul ſaith) but the bringing in of 
a better hope ; which hope is of the latter 
Covenant, which is a Covenant of Grace 
wherein all the Promiſes of God: are 


made good upon the Soul through 


Chriſt, by whom fins are forgiven, the 
heart is renewed, the Law, that Hand- 
writing that 'was againſt us\,. is cancelled, 
Satan 1s overcome, Sin is fubdued, the 

Soul is implanted into Jeſus by the Fa- 
ther, and ſo is made ane with Chriſt, & 


D, trough him with the Father,” and Jeſus 
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7 be Þpiſtle Dedicatory. 
and the Father tup wich/him,dwell with 
him, and the Spirit is pivervto morrifie 
the Luſts of the Flefh; ''and to be a wits 
neſs in them that they are the Sons of 
God , which cauſes them - ( as natural. 
Children) to love God above all things. 
Here is a brief view of your Majeſties 
Souls portion from the God of Mercies, 
Ford by this means only be fills the raging of 
the Sea, ſtays the madneſs of the People,even 
cauſes your SubjeFts ro honour you Ma- 
jeſty, andall Magiſtrates , to obey all 
your Laws; to pay ell your Dues, and 
fo walk in al] ſubjeEtion freely, enhiates. 

thereto ordain'd bf God; content with 
cheir-.condition, willing roſiffer wrongs, 
 breeauſe iris theit loving Fathers pleaſure! 

chat hey tha- will live gadly in Chriſt mu 
faffer affliftion, for they Know alfo*that 
affliction is gaod for thin, to Wean' 
chem front the world; that they tay 
live 45 ſtratigers and pilgrims in it', feek- 
mg after a better and more enduring habit ation, 
even eternal Heaven, - And God dothife 
oe fe bo 
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han wt 


love his People, thar he cauſes all things 
ro work together for their good ; for 
them he makes 3 Covenant with the 
ſtones, of the earth and beaſts of the 
held ; at their prayers the heavens are 
ſhur or opened, where there are a few 
of them, Cities or Kingdoms are ſpa- 
red ( which, affoon as they are caken 4- 
way, are made the Memorials of Gods 
terrible Judgments.) And ta his People 
hath he given Kings to be their nurſing- 
Fathers, and Queens to be their nurſing 
Mothers, that the ſupream payer which 
he þath grdained on earth, may be exer- 
ciled for their preſeryation ; for our Sa- 
viour himſelf teftiferh , that what 1s 

gone ta any of. thoſe his little ones, is done ta 

hw, and he that miniſtreth not to them, 

he miniſtreth not to him, which will be 

laid to his charge inthe Day of Judg- 

ment, This gauſed Dawd, that King | 
and Prophet, and man afcer Gods own 

heart, fo fervently to exhort all Kings ; 
Be wiſe naw therefore, 0 ye Kings, be learn 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ed ye Judges of the earth, ferve the Lord in 
fear, rejoyce to him with reverence, kiſs the 
Son, &c. that 1s, have regard to his lit- 
tle ones, protect them from violence, for 
they are hated by the world ; make all 
your Laws,execute your Judgments,not 
againſt them, but for them; for you 
can do nothing for God, bur what you 
do for them, is accepted of God,as done 
tor himſelf; as David ſaid, My goodneſs 
extendeth not to thee, but to the Saints that are 
on the earth. And our Saviour faith, 


whoſoever giveth a Cup of cold water to one of 


theſe little ones n the Name of a Diſciple, fhall 
'not loſe bis reward.” And the God of Mer- 
cies (praiſed be his Name) hath magai- 
hed your Majeſty above others, hath 
let the Crown of many Kingdoms upon 
your Head, hath let you lee the Day of 
Atltiction, and brought you again to 
Honour, and*for no other end, but that 
you-may be a Nurle to his Church, and | 
comtort and honbur his aflifted Ones; ' 
tnereby only willic appear that you gets 

| ng 


. The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
the Lord Jetus.; not in external exerciſes 
of Religion, as to-build Churches, Ho- 
ſpitals, or the like, which are alſo very 
or good and: acceptable ro God , when 
all Echey are done out of pure Charity ; for 
ot he requireth that his People be merciful as 
Du ſhe is merciful , but that which he moſt 
Qu ſchiefly requires, -1s to defend his little 
ie Ones from them that are too ſtrong for 
{s chem ; for which end they do not re- 
re Equire that their way of Religion might 
fbe eſtabliſh'd, and all others ſuppreſt (as 
f [ome Profefors do) nor that a Tolera- 
{{ tion for all Forms might be:granted (as: 
r- Yothers deſire) they heartily defire that 
- Yall Laws may be executed for the well 
h governing of man amongſt men; they 
n flacknowledge themſelves have need to 
f (be kept in ſubjection by Laws. there- 
> fore they honour every Magiſtrate that 
© bath Authoriry under your, Majeſty for 
{ that end. They only befeech. your Ma- 
- Bjeſty that nothing might be brought in- 
to the Church but Chri5t crucified, which 


IS 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


is. the Power and V, Yiſdom of Gad unto Salyy 


tion ; for by it.is man. regenerated, madf} 


of a Sinner a Son of Gad , Wwitho 


which man les dead in ſin, and can dif 


nothing that is good, and well pleaſing 


to God. Chriſt preaeh'd this ta Nil 
demus, all the Apoſtles, whole Epiſtle 


we have, teſtifie the ſame, the Law and 
the Prophets gave witneſs to it ; for the 


Law concluded all under ſin, that all 
may be ſaved meerly by Grace; it hathſf 


been the ſubtilty of Satan ever ſince the 
Goſpel was firſt preached, to perlwade 
men that it is needful zo joyn ſomething 
to this Doctrine, whereby falſe Ape: 
les firſt joyned Circumcition and keep- 
ing of the Law, and all Forms of Re- 
ligion ever ſince have cantinued to joyn 
with it keeping of the Law, lome in 
one manner, and ſome in another, that 
mans own righteouſneſs which is of the 


Law, may be upholden, and the righ- 


reouſneſs of God, which is by Faith in 
Jeſus, may be caſt out; for though 
4 ES they 


The be Epiſtle —— 


hey pretend. to jopn them borh toge= 
"cr, they are deceived, ic cannot bez 

or that which is of works #s nat of graze, nd | 
Ul ct which is of grace is not of works ; chexe= 
6 Bore if nan feek to. be jnflified by the 
Lice orks of the Law, be is fallen from Grace ; 

[ta Writ fall profit bim nothing ; but all reſu- 
ing this free grace and* great love of 
thelGod to fingers, are ſtriving who ſhall 
al bring moſt zealous and holy ways of 
ail cligion. and religious aCtings into the 
The Church, whereon to build their hopes 
dellof eternal life (which is the gift of God 
"Fin Jeſus, and not ro be artain'd by man} 
"becauſe they have nor received, bur re- 
P-Bject thar moſt holy Faich whereby their 
© Hearts ſhould be purified, and their Cou- 
& ſrience purged from dead works to ſerve the i 
in ving God, and whereon they | ſhould 
IN build the affurance of eternal life, and 
oY be built up a ſpiritual hovſe unto God; 

and as this fl Doetrine is brought in- 
to the Church to the ſubverſion of true 


Faith; lo are many Rules and. Orders - 
of 
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The Epiſtle Deaicatory. 
of Niſcipline preſs'd upon. her to be u 
ſed, art leaft for decency ; wherefore the 
poor Church flies unto your Sacred 
Majeſty,as her only Patron upon Earth, 
the Defender of the True , Ancient, 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, and 
beſeeches your Majeſty till ro maintain 
her true foundation, Faith in Jeſus,from 
whence ſhe hath Life, and Light, and 
all things neceſſary both to righteoul- 
neſs and ſalvation, and to preſerve it 
pure from all mixture ; and as to Diſci- 
pline , let her be black in the ſight of 

men thatare beautifying themſelves to! 
procure the Love of God, ſhe will be 
comely in the eyes of Jeſus her loving 

Redeemer, and your Majeſty will here- 
by ſhew your Love to God, and be lo- 

| ved and honoured of your Subjects ; 
and though you find ſome or moſt of 
your greateſt, Councellors and neareſt 

Relations, as David found the Sons of 
his Siſter Zeruiahe, . too ſtrong for him, 

ſo that he complain'd that he was com- 


paſſed 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
aſſed about with-fat Bulls of Balan, mean- 
ns men ſtrong in pretended Religion, 
Wlind Zeal, and great Devotion after 
he fleſh, and wiſdom of the world, yet 
you ſhall have the Captain of the Lord's 
Hoſt on Jour part, even Jeſus, and you 
711] perform all that he requires of you, 
and be received as 4 man after God's own 
heart, as David was; and alſo'obtain a 
-Epeaceable Government ; for all Diviſt- 
ons ariſe out of the many ways wherein 
i-EProfeſlors would bring in their own 
ft | Works, Zeal and Devotion,and the ma- 
oflny Forms of Diſcipline accounted De- 
e cent, ſo that if mans Works be declared 
g ſto. be: hypocritical, his Zeal blind, and 
- f bis Devotion a deſire to be ſeen of men, 
- {through vain glory , and all external 
- & Comlineſs to be of - no worth to the 
ff Church, for that ſhe 5s all glorious, bur it 
t I is within ; her Ornament isthe' hidden man 
t fl of the heart ; then all cruly religious Ones 
, || vill love and honour y6ur Majeſty, and 
- © the reſt will be manifeſt to be without, 
| not 


— JE 


—_ — 


T be Eprſtle Dedicatviy, 
not inthe Church, and your Majeſtie 
Commands 'will keep them in {ubjecti 
on'in temporal Affairs, and as many. a 
God hath ordained to:Life, will be con: 
verted byithe true Miniftry,that peach 
eth nothing but Chriſt and himecrucih- 

_ ed, the power aud wiſdomof God amto Jalva- 
| tion to all, bath Jew and Gentile, Prefellorff 
|. and Prgghane; and the reft, whatever 
| they protels.ar practiſe, mat dicin:thei 
ſins, as-qur Losd Jeſus .hinalelt plainly 
taught, .and therefore .exhorted all rg 
ſearch the Scriptures, for that -m themchey 
think to find .eternal life, and.they teftifie of 
him; whence it 1s manifeſt, thatievery 
Scripture !(if ut be righthy:expotinded ) 
gives Teitimony:to Jus, and-co: that 
work of God which he calls 4he/Regencs 
ration, Which is-poured:an-everyof:chis 
People thraugh him, whereby wie are 
made 'of i{tnrers ſons -&f Gad:in him; 
whereby, alone-we.are ;enabled to. work 
true righteonſnels, and without which 
weremain-inners, and I 
: enact 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
iehat is good or well-plealing to God'; 
4-her efore I baye ( by God's afliftance ) 
-alpened all Types, and Figures, and Ft- 
5n-flucative Expreſſions, and every place 
2bſſhat ſcemed to me any whit dark or ob- 
#6-Kure, to hold forth the ſame things 
vs-hrough'all the Old Teſtament, and the 
orfRevelations of the Divine, becauſe all In- 
zerffierpretations that I mer with, I foundto 
ei ſntcrpret them another way, to other 
hings, -as to'wars in ſome Parts of the 
Vorld about Earthly Kmgdoms and Mo- 
yorchies, and ſome making the Pope, and 
af ſome the Turk ro be Antichriſt, whereas 
ry he Scripture, and all things contained.m 
| Mt, are univerſal, and.pertain to.all Nati- 
at's and all Perſons alike; for all are Gods 
10+ [-reatures, and by-his Word he declares 
1s Plainly, that all that worſhip any 1alol or falſe 
re (Þods, or -any Creatare-or created Power, or, 
1.4 0-4t wor fhipped not bim aright, co wit, in ſpi- 
[t and truth ,. are in ignorance, and commit 
niuity, or hypocriſie, and they have one Head 
W Leader, which he calls Antichriſt, to 

RE ET ENED, wit, 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
wit, an univerſal Spirit that is again 
Chrift , as all that worſhip him aright, ha; 
one Leader, to wit, Chriſt, who leads them 

a faithful Shepherd, &c.' Which Work 
lay at YourMajeſties feet to give.t Li 
that it may give Light to all that read 
in the knowledge of the true differen 
betwixt the things that are of God, a 
the things that are-of Man, that Ya! 
Subje&s maybe brought to know t 
all evil is of themſelves and their corru 
minds, and all good: is from God an 
his free grace in Jeſus, and ſo may arm 
-bute all glory to God and his Chriſt 
all things chat pertain to righteouſne 
and ſalvation , and: give Your Sacrdff 
: Majeſty due Honour, as the ſole. Def, 
der of, that Faith upon Earth, 'to Yolſp 
Majeſties great comfort borh in this Li 
ana forever ; which1s the daily, earne 
and feryentePrayer of your Majeſties 
4 Moſt Humble y jt 
molt Loyal Subjett, 
Richard Coorc 
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EIS ALLY RI 
RUE BELIEVERS 
. The Juſt that live 'by Faith, 


$A F 


A Ear Brethren begotten by. the Word of God, 
M1 / born'of his'/holy:Spiric;.poor .Pilgrims and * 
|ccangers:in this world, with'whom, yet, you muſt 

ve, as Witty a hateful 'Stepmotiier,. that will-not 
Wive you, no:nor ſuffer you to:have Bread, but lea-' 
zened withher owi-Leaven ;.ndofinceret Milk, but! 
uxtwith water ; and? yet.inot-with the water of 
he Welt of: Life; but of her*own broken Ciſterns:;; | 
afcer you my.Spirit:breaths,. in. you my Soul rejoy- 
eth, for you I 'give Thanks to the God of 'Mer- 
ies, that Chriſt. is formed in you, and that:your 
Wouls are eſtabliſhed , rooted, .and grounded in 
Wche Truth ; becauſe Saran your great Adverſary 
Wrransformeth -himſelfinto the likeneſs of an An- 
Wecl of Light, and jſends: forth his. Miniſters: like 
_ .MW\liniſters of the Light, and ſhapes the Religions 
Joi the world -intoall ſeeming” Holineſs, ;voluntary 
umility, - Will-worfhip,, - Self-Denial,* burning 
Zeal, ſtrong. Devotion, meek Suffering, ſtedfaſt 
Reſolution, and-every thing. that :may make them 
ſeem to be. Chriſt*s Flock: ; that: you may receive. 
hem, and join with them. : Apdindeed itis very: , © © 
difficult: for you to ſtand faſt inthe Faigh,. and:tot. -- — » 
RM 91 : B- __ wittftand” x 
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withſtand their deceitful Appeearance, but that 
our gracious Saviour hath forewarned us all tc 
beware of them that come to us jn Sheeps- cloz- 
thing ; for inwardly they are rav=ning Wolves; 
but their Shew js ſo fpecious, that you are 
afraid to ſpeak or 'think evil of them. Ala 
my dear Hearts, look not on their outward Ap 
pearance, regard not their words, they are ſmoott 
as Oyl, ſoft as Butter ; but under their Tongue i; 
_ the Poyſon of Aſps, and Swords are in their hearts 
Theſe are thoſe Locuſts come out of the Smoke of 
the boftomleſs Pit ; they have Faces of men, Hait 
Tike Wcemea, but their Teeth of Iron, there's Sting 
in their Tails. In a word, as the Fews cried up 
the Law, the Temple, &c. ſo theſe cry Lord, Lord 
the Light, the Word, the Spirit, &c. yet all is 
but to joyn mens Obſervation, Devotion, Zeal, 
Diligence, &c. with the Sen of God, that heſſſk 
may not be all ia all to his Church, the Juſtifier off 
the ungodly, that he ſhould die for his Enemies,ſſſin 
and give Gifts for the Rebellious, and quicken 
them that are dead in Sin, and be both the Autho 
and Finiſher of Faith, the Beginner and PerfecterF: 
of every good Word and Work, and that the fail- 
ings of his people ſhould be great and many, and 
yet he ſhould heal them, and pardon all ther 
Backſlidings, that bis Spouſe ſhould be an Adulte- 
reſs, and go after other Lovers, and yet he ſhould 
continue faithful, and by Cords of Amity draw 
her to 1c:1nember from whence ſhe is faKen, and 
bring he: to her firſt Love again. and then delight 
In her more than before; and briefly , that true 
Chriſtian Religion, ſhould conſiſt jn- nothing but 
man living in fence ' of his daily Failings, and 

mourning 


Cd 
ournihg under the burden of it, and receiving 
2M the Lord the Cup of Salvation, even the for- 
s:Mveneſs of his Sins, and comfort of his Soul daily. 
his the worldly wiſe in Religion cannot endure ; 
it are ſtill deviſing ſome other way. whereby they 
ay be godly, and God ray juſtifie them in their 
odlineſs, and ſo they pacifte their Conſcience , 
isd beget in their Minds a hope of happi- 
K&(, and perſwade themſelves they are beloved 
Gcd, fo they live in ſecurity, and judge 0- 
irſyers that do not as they do, that dance not after 
ir Pipe. 

But you hath the Lord Jeſus quickned; that, 

u may live in brokenneſs of heart, in ſence of 
ur own ſinfulneſs, and not in ſecurity with them, 
t continually watching leſt your Enemies that, 
2 ſo near you, even the World, the Fleſti an 

> Devil ſhould prevail againſt you, either to _ 
ing you back to Luſt in forgetfulneſs of your 
2demption, or lift up your Hearts in Pride, to 
ring to God any other Sacrifice than a broken 
art and conttrite Spirit, and live in the ſence of 
 freeneſs of his Love, that you ceaſe not night 
d day to found out his Praiſes who hath called 
irſſſu out of Darkneſs to his marvellous Light; and. 
el the price of his own Blood hath redeemed you 
m Sin and Folly, and daily doth redeem you 
"Mm your Infirmities and Failings, and the worlds 
urements, the Fleſh Luſtings, and Sarans Temp+ 
tons. O yon little Flock that have not 
ed the knee. to Baal, who are but as one of -a 
bouſand, gathered out of theeworld, glotious 
the Power of your gracious Redeemer ; who 

t bought and brought you out of Afi and E-- 
= B 2 : gopt; 


_ -for your deſire and rejoycing is to.he-poor in 


try all things, and hold faſt that which is go 
that our Souls are wearied with trying, finding! 


C*1 
'Fypt, Javan and Tubal, and all the Coaſts oft 


Earth ,/ an acceptable Preſent unto the God. 


. Glory, -and hath given that living Command j 
-your Hearts, that you worſhip not the gods of t 
People among whom you dwell, nor ſay a Leap 
to whom they ſaya- League, nor fear their fe; 
.to wit not to join with them in their Forms of R 
ligion ;. for their fear of God, and all-their Fo 
of Religion is taught by the Precepts of me 
therefore by his power and datly preſervation 
walk-as Lights in the midſt of a crooked and 
verſe Generation, who hate you, and. perlſe| 
you; 'andif at any time they. favour you, take 
that you eat not of their dainty Diſhes , but 
content with your own Pulſz : and if .they wat 
give you Gifts, lift up your hands to Heaven, 
You will not take of theirs to a Thred or Shoc-l 
chet, leſt they ſhou!ld.fay they have enriched. y( 


al 


-world, rich in Faith. -_ TE 
Bleſled and for eycr praiſed be the- Lord, yi 
hath veuchſafed fo great Grace, that there ſh0 
be ſome among the ſinful Generations of m 
whoim- through his Mercy he brings to ſo gl 
Glory that ail the world be not as the Deluge: 
the Deſtrution of Sodomr,and the Cities adjoynl 
a horrible Spectacle efhis dreadſul-Judgment. 
"Now what have | toſay to you my dearly bl 
Brethren, you Children of Grace, but to 
municate with you, though I know you not in 
Heſhs-yert I ſee in the ſpirit how you with me, 5 
with you are catried out by divine inftructio! 


EET, :_ 
er in mens Preachings nor Writings that pood” 
fs of God, the DiCctates of the Spirit of Truth 
nd Comferr, that either by his ſharp R-proot , 
rhereby he reproves the World of Sin, Riznhte- 
uſneſs and Judgment, men might be ſound in the 
aith, or by his ſweet Conſolations, Souls ſick of 
ove, and daily grieyed in ſeeing the filthy con- 
rſation of the men of the world, might be' re- 
eſhed and upheld, and armed with Patience to 
ait for the coming of our loving Bridegroom the 
ord Jeſus, with joy and comfort; who in the 
can time hath given us ſo many Admonitions to 
zke heed what we hear, and how wg hear; that 
e hear nothing but what the Spirit faith to the 
burches: therefore now I communicate to you all 
e Types and Figures, and figurative Expreſſions, 
dall Portions of Scripture which ſeemed to me 
ark or obſcure; teſtifying plainly the glorious 
'ork.of God, even the Regeneration powred on 
s through Jeſus Chriſt ; wherein you may read the 
Wuc Dictates of the Spirit, as: they have'been gi- 
en to me, which will- make your Reading not a 
earineſs, but a delight unto yon ; for more you 
ead, more you will learn ſtill, and plainly lee ths 

Vrath of the Devil, the Rage of the World, the 
Wouncels of great ones, and Envy of all 'Men a- 
ainſt God and his Word, and agai::it Chriſt and 
Wis Charch. And on the other. hand, rne Good- 

eſs of God, yea hisPatience, Long-inFeringand 
\Wountifalneſs to a wicked Worlq; his Mercy, 
{MW rutiand Love in Jeſus unto his Ser. 2 £5 ;, the 
rreeneſs of his Spirit, the Power of th: Word, 
he Efficacy of Faith ; and avaiw, the Temptotions 
t Satan; the Weakneſs of Chrilt:ansjrhie Abound- 


Se 


3 

ing of Grace, the Wilineſs of Hypocriſie , 
Plainneſs of Chriſtianity, yea every thing th 
may tend tocdifie our Souls in Love of the Try 
and toinure our Minds to Patience, that wee 
Tect not to find men but as they are, deceitful a 
tfaithleſs to God and Man, and to be content 
live among them in Peace, ſuffering their wroy 
with meekneſs, endeavouring to do them good,a 
' Praying for them, and to be examples of all ) 
deration and Godlineſs among them : So we nellff 
not to lend oyr ears, or ſpend our time in hearif 
their Preachings and Writings, which tend onliff 
to Contention, and lift up mens Minds for 


Miniſter, and one Form of Religion, againſt M 
others ; which even to hear and ſee; is much gri / 
to our Souls, how they deceive and are deceive / 
but let us poſſets our Souls with Patience, and Ill 7 
the World alone, knowing that theſe things mul / 
be, the wicked muſt be wicked ſtill, and the blu / 
muſt lead the blind, and both fall into the ditch.L\yſ , 
us lift up our hearts more high, to extol his Nanlffl | 
and his Mercy toward us, that he hath powred © 
us more Grace, and called us with an holy Callin ” 
and made us to differ from the World, and hajfff ** 
abounded toward us in all good things through] 0 
ſos Chriſt ; in whoſe Name ler us pray unto the ill / 
ther, to ktep us even as the Apple of an Eye by I yp, 
power, through Faith unto Salvation, that, all i ; 
beautiful transformings of Satan may not draw] _ 
to be conforiged to any thing but to the Life a at 
Death of Jeſus, even that we may die daily to off * 
own wills and luſts,and live unto and withour Golifl © 
and Jeſus our Redeeiner, both in this Life, all þ. 
that which 13 to come, for ever and ever, wo p 


without end, Amen. 


»” . = 
Lmm—_— SW_ I A 
2 » 


"IS 


—_ ——_— — 


gp nn——_— 


To them that ſeek after true Righteouſneſs. 


Nearly Beloved in Feſus for whoſe ſake 
Tam Debtor to all, both Profeſſor , and 
Profane, that 7 might by any means bring 
mento Salvation; which many Souls ſeeking 
after, and for that end going to hear th- word 
Preached, the generality of Miniſters being 


WW ſome of one form of Religion , ſome of ano- 


ther, and very few living under the power of 
the Truth, although the 7 tftimonies are plain 


W that the Kingdom of Heaven is not in Word, 


O 
but in Power ; and that they that have a Form 


refift the Power, as the Scribes, Phariſees and 
Sadduces did in their ſeveral Forms, which 
men n0t conſidering , nor having it layd op: 
to them, but being l:d into a Form by Parents 
or Miniſters or ſom? Acquaintance that are of 


Whit Form before ; thus are a great part of 
"the FYorld 1:d afide from th: Truth of the 


Word, becauſe the Teachers of Forms are mas 
ny, ana the Miniſters of Truth are very few 
as in Wrael th: Prieſts and Pites and falſe 
Prophets were many, but true Proph*ts were 
butver y few, which cauſed the Lord to com-. 
plain, The Leaders of my people cauſe them ta 
EE = 54 


LJ 


\fay, if learned men cannot agree, which is 3p 


they. which are moſt, rick and zealous.in con 


 Aevour widows houſes and for a pretence make 
' dong prajers. Thus are p:ople either drawn in: 


#ruths for Jeſus is the Truth, and in him, 


. the' Power, but always reſiſt the power, yea bur 
. 32 wrath againſt. it, although they profeſs Chrif 


: = | "þ 
aſe > and, again, my people periſh for want of 

nowleage, on the oth:r hand, becauſe Te * 
thcrs differ ſo much many take cauſe of offents 
and will hear none, or not YOgArA any fort 


_ right way, how ſhould. we ? Many alſo takeo 
"Fence, becauſe; e; ſome Teachers areas vainin Con 
Verſation.”as others even.moſt deboiit: Ant 


wer ſation, and Yoew moſt zeal, are exceeding 0 
wetons and uſe great Oppreſſion under a ſhew 0 
pretence of Holineſs, as our Saviour ſays, the 


F0. Forms of Religion, and th:n there can be nd 


and by him is all. Righteouſneſs and all rhings 
_ that pertain to Chriſtianity, aaminiſtred ; 

W127 7s the power and, wiſdom of God to $ lo 
on, and they that have a Form cannot: have 


”n words never. ſo, unch and therefore. he ſaid 
it's not everyone that calls me Lord,” Lord) 
".but he that doth the will of my Father ; . by re 
' pearing the ward Lord, Lordsits ſfron'f Ua. m4 
fs. a ſtrong Profe fon of. faith i 11 4 C hy raft. 
elſe men ave hardned inheart againſt all Pro 
4 ia 797 of Rehgon Rs, rehing "pow 4 0n1mark 


honeit) | 
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iuing 118 all deboyſtneſs p nan mes ome: by acher 
10 fo. . And if men. come to ſeek into' the wor 
pf God, where they ſhould have a Redreſs of aff 
heſe evils," for:that it 'is the Fountairtof all 
7 ruth, they find.  ſomie places that- are hard to 
nderſtand,. aud" ſome that ſeem to' be contrary 
ne to another, then they go to mens Books, 
hieh have Expounded the Scriptures, or writ= 
rex ſome 7 reatiſes that pretend and make 4 fair 
ew of leading men to true Relig oor ; or the 
right way t0 attain Salvation z chew fall they in- 
0..the {ame ſuare ,, to be led: into a\ Form of 
Religion; fuch as the Author of the Book held 
Fo .be right; 'and« (0 owe * Book" leads into one 
orm, and.other Books into'other Forms; for 
alas they that hold forth the Tvuth will ſcarce be 
affer'd to be Printed, for our Saviour and all 
: Children that God hath given him, being a © 
fringe thing to both Houſes of Iſrael as himſelf. 
omplains, «4nd. the, true Few of true Child of 
Goa, having no praiſe of” men, how ſpould the 
Writings that lead to Feſus and" true Chrift- 
anity be alle d ?. 
Zet becauſe the chief belp of all th { Evils 
75 in Preaching, the Ford aright,, becanſe'God. 
hath ordainied thit*man who knows Wot: Gil by | 
the wiſdom ofs the Horld, [ {þallibe ſadedbythe; 


Ron Y Proving as Paulire7 
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. £ hope none will deny but the true way of Pry 
ching ts to Preach as our Saviour himſelf” Pr, 
ched ; to wit, to Preach Repeneration , as 

did to Nicodemus ix plain words, and in 
his Doitrine Preached the ſame in Sexſe, for 
to Nicodemus he ſaews that no may cax con 
to the Kinzdom of Heaven unleſs he be rege; 
rated , to wit, be made good by God, for th 
he is evil by nature ; the ſame « taught whe 
he ſays the Evil Tree cannot bring forth ou 
fruit , and when he ſays that he ts the Life a 
Light, Way and Truth,and therefore man wit 
out him can ao nothing that is good or well plu 
fing to God, for that he lies in Death and darliff” 
neſs, and goes the wrons way through Erronmff - 
becauſe the Truth is not in him ; And when 
ſays that he is the true Vine and therefore n 
man can bring forth true Grapes except hel 
planted into him by the Father: Alſowhenh 
fays that he is the true Shepherd , which leai 
his She:p to pood paſtures, and ſweet runnin 
Rivers, and azfenas them from the Wolf, h 
ſbews plainly, that they will feed upon Alpes i 


ſtead of Bread, unleſs they be fed by him ; fo 
Satan that Devouring Wolf, will deceive the 
with Frong deluſions ; and none can come ti 
him except the Father draw him : Thus may b 
ſhewed that all his Doitrine tends to make ou 
this, that men muit be deliverea from this Cap: 
| tivit) 


EZ] 
tivity to Satay and Sin, wherein they are faſt 
bound by nature and have the work of God 
wrought in their hearts , before they can do a- 
ny thing that is good ; and all the Servants of 
God teſtifie the ſame : For S$t,John ix theGoſ- 
pel ſhews that none Believes in Feſws but they 
that have a new Birth , wherein they are Borw, 
not of Blowd, xor of the will of the fleſb, nor of 
the will of man, but of God: And St. Peter 
ſays, that they are redeemed from their vain 
and filthy conver ſation,not with ſilver and gold, 
or any corruptible thing , but with the precious 
1M #1049 of Feſus. And again, that they are mage 
Partakers of the djvine nature; and St. James 
ſaith, God hath begotten us of his own will by 
the word of truth: And the Apoſtle to the He- 
"fl brews above «fl ſhews that Moſes was but a © 
ſervant and all the Ordinances which were ordai- 
ved under bim were but patterns of heavenly 
things, and all the Prophets prophecied unto Fe- 
ſus, and all the Angels had no glory in compari- 
ſon of Feſus. And what was his glory ? even that 
through Death he deſtroyed him that had the 
falſh power of Death even the Devil, and delivered 
the Children that were appointed nnto Death ; 
of for all lie unter 8 ſpiritual acath wherein they 
4 are dead 72 fins by nature, whereby they muſt go 
ll {own to eternal death, if they be not redeens:a 


ol  Feſue and that by the free graze of Go be 


L 


"py other places thro” all his Epiſtl's': fo that al 
"dogrive teſtimony to this work of (Tod by eſt:; 


with faith in Chriſt, ans 5” our Preach rs ans 


. pinions and circumſtances, y t th:y all aprev to 


Yo A. 
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.Paul ſos forth hupdanty Eph. + and 


but the falſ: Apoſtles beg: to joyn ans works 


Declarers follow ; for tho' th'y differ 11 ſome 6s 


ſet manto the work, as Iſrael and J di differ'd 
whether God (hould be worſhiped 11 th: 7 «mph 
at Fernſal-m, or in the Mountain of Samaria; 
So the differences of all our Formal:ſts are 4 
bout external corporeal atticnr, wher in ni 
worſhip of Godconfiſts;for he muſt worſhiped in 
ſpirit, and to bring man to that, is to make him 
truly ſpiritual ; and that is Gods own work, ti 


- w1it,the waſhing of th? Repentration, the rexen- 


ing of the Holy Gho#r, which is ſhed on us abun 
daxtly thro' Feſus Chriſt: but this T{rael's Tea- 
chers regard-d not, but were exceeding :-alom 
that their h-arers ſhould obſerve all the Inſtith- 
tions and Ordinances of Moſes in their corrup- 
ted nature, and therefore the Lord complains 
by the Prophets that they aid not perform his or- 
dinances, becauſe they performed them 1n bo- 
aily aitions, after the letter of the word,but tha 


' was not his requiring, for he is a ſpirit and bi 


word andall requirings of it are ſpirit and life, 


as our Saviour ſaid « therefore he complain's 
"they were uncircumciſed in heart, they faſted #1 


if 


L T7) 
Prife and debate,their ſacrificcs were as the cuts 
1129 off 4 dogs neck &c. ſo all were abominable 
to h:m,:ven their very prayers and all , and be 
grves the reaſon, becauſe they obſerve not the 
work of the. Lord, nor regard the operation of 
hs hand, towit, the regeneration ; namely, that 
without that wrought in ' hems, all their works 
ar: but th: working of Satan in th:m, for he is 
the God of this Horld, and rules in thehearts 
of the children of diſobeatence ; for as he rules 
in all profan?: perſons, in drunkenneſs, cove- 
touſneſs, pride.,envy, and all other fleſhly InSts, 
ſo he raigns in the h:arts of all Formaliſts , 31 
bis concetts,and prid: of ſpirit, and contempt 1 
ethers, and. moſt bitt:r cruelty,hatred,and perſe- 
ention of all but their own Form: eſpecially of 
-#rue Bilievers, as our Sawionr foretold; There. 
fore in deſire to bring all that ſeek after ſalua- 
tion out of the. Snares of Satan, T have opened 
all types and figures,and dark figurative expreſ< 
ftons to ſignifie the work of regeneration, that ſo 
ev. ry ſcriptuy: may teſtifie unto Feſus as himſelf 
ſaid, and all prophectes and promifſ es may be fuls 
flPd in him, and every word may be inhim 
yea aud Amen, u#xto the praiſe and Glory of 
the Father, that we may fina aſecret myſtery of 
godlineſs in them , and not ouly a Hiſtory of 
what hath been done in fogmer Aves, which no- 
thing avails toour Salvation; nor yet read the 
OOTY Or ca. 0c 
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Deeds of wicked men, as to be avoided, and the 
deeds of godly men as to be imitated, but to 
Enow that unleſs they be regenerated and mad 
mew creatures in Chriſt, their imitating of god 
ly men, will be no better then the Sons of Sceva 
caſting out Devils in imitation of Paul ; for the 
godly have the ſpirit of God to guide them into 
all trath , for being rar they are made 


ſons of God, and being ſont, the ſpirit of the ſon 
i given 10 them, without which no man can 4- 
. void the doing of the witked , but they will do 4s 
evil or worſe, becauſe the evil ſpirit i in them. 

Now then if this work come to your hands e- 
ther in Print or was 


take theſe Inflrnttions; 
read the Scripture with it,and if you underſtand 
it n0t, read them over and over again, and you 
will eaſily apprehend it after you are 4 little uſe 
10 it, if you think I have beex too ſhort, it # bes 
cauſe T would not have the Book toopreat; and ſo 
over coſtly for a poor mans purſe, If you find the 
ſame? thing ofgen over in ſeveral places it ts bes 
caufe I would make it clear, that whereſot'te 4: 
ry read apiece he might not findit obſcure.  .. 
If any man condemn it for Allegories, there 
i none in it but ſuch as ſet out the myſtery of 
zrue godlineſs in Feſus, and the enmity between 
the #0 andthe ſpirit, and the hatred of the cars 
| nal mind againſt the* (piritual, even Believers 
in Chrift, which Paul ſets forth in far fetcht 
; Allegories 


c 


C1 
[legories,as from Abrahams rwo wives; and 
two Sons, and from the name of Hagar, and 
be like ; from the two Mounts Sinai andSioft 
c, and if you think it ſtrange that the Scripe 
res ſhould be given forth in ſuch Allegories, 
member our Saviours axſwer to his Diſciples 
ben they askt him why he [poke in plain terms 
them, and to others in parables ; becauſe ſaith 
 ,t0y0u it is given to know the myſteries of. 
e Kingdom of Heaven, but to others in para« 
es, that ſeeing they may 10t ſee, &c. and what 
e Lord commanded the Prophet Ia ; Bind np 
e Law, Seal up the Teſtimony among my Diſ= 
les ; and th: Prophet gives thu reaſon, that. 
on every glory there may be a defence, gowit, 
at the carnal mind or all the worldly wiſe may 
ve 4 carnal and literal underſtanding of it, 
jd ſobe d:luded. This is the Fudgment of God 
on 4 withed and unworthy world, therefore 
r Saviour exalts in ſpirit, that Goa had hid 
eſe things from the worlds wiſe ones , and re- 
ated them to babes,even to the regenerate ones, 
s new-born babes in Chriſt, out of whoſe mouth 
hath ordained his praiſes, and ftopp*d the 
Pth of all enemies : aud in Reading conſider 
ll that there is no Expoſition giver but it"s 
nfirmed by the plain 7 eflimoxies of the News 
ſtament 3 as our Saviour gnd his Apoſtles in 
e New Teſtament confirmed all out of th: Old 


Tejtament, that thoſe two'TeſFaments may. þ 
the two. faithful heavenly witniſſes which ſtan 
by the God of the whole Earth, to. give. witne( 
to his truth and faithfulneſs night and aay fo 
ever. Andhaving Read, deal faithfully witl 
your own Souls , not to think you have any, par 
Tn the mercies of God, until the Law hawvela) 
you under wrath and Curſe, even your own con 
ſcience accuſing and condemning, and no way iff 
be delivered, till God ſhow mercy to your Soul 
that lie in miſery, that by that work ye maytear 
patience andexperience beth of your own ſusfuh 
geſs and Goas free mercies ; then will all thing 
go00s right, ſor he. that hath wounded and afful 
ea, will heal and comfort, and he that hath it 


a 
» 
7 


7e that ſeparated you'from the world and:all i! 


ge this good work in you will perfett it ,_ an. 


_ . comforts, will fill you with Joy and peace._by. fa 
 4n-Feſus, ſo you will know that every goe#Bnll 
us \Repentance, Faith, Hope, Charity, Patienah, 
QC: re «the, oifts of God, #be, Operations ie 

his Grace, the fraits of his Spirit, the effects fu 
bis Love andnottobeoghtounea by yonr care ufo 
* ditigence is Chriſtian Duties. that ſo you mii 

live yix humility en4-[cifeaonyel, and give fe 
glory to God ju all things , and to the Z.«m, 


with all his Saints for ever and Ever,  Mﬀ 
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EXPOSITION 
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" CENESIS. IT 


N tbe TI God Created the Heaven and 
the Earth. 

KM This firſt Teftimony ( 17 the Beginning ) 
A. doth plainly ſhew unto us. the mortal ſtate of 
mM Creatuwes, that nothing; is- eternal but God; 
the Heaven, the Earth , the Seas, and all that Was 
In them had a Beginning, and muſt have an end : 
othing is excepted but God that created all; 
rhereupon the Apoſtle reproves the great Blind- 
eſs of man;;;that worſhips and ſerves the Crea- 
ure more-than the Creator, who is, God bleſſed 

or CVeETLr. - 7; -- 
Here note, .1. T bat to deſire, love or,delight 
", truſt, or depend upon, 1s to: warſhip and ſerve; 
ence 'is. Covetguſneſs called Ldolatry,. and the 
Bouriony: are) {aid ro make their Bellics cheir 


= "This bo ft all mans Wiſdom, that is ever _ 

arching into the.Secrets of God, and things that. 

ce not profitable able for him , for hereby the Spirit 
B : gives | 


L 


2 An Expoſition of the 


gives us to underſtand, that God is pleaſed to 
make known all thiggs that he will have us to 
know ,, even whatever may be needful for us to 
knew even from the beginning, that we may con- 
clude whatſoever is not plainly layd apen-/in the 
Scriptures , even to the circumſtance' of time, it 
is not the will of God that we ſhall know it ; which 
our Saviour himſelf plainly teſtifies in his anſive 
to his Diſciples concerning the end of the World 
And this ſhews the blindne{s of them that exped) 
a returning of the ten Tribes of Jſ-ael to the land 
of Canaan, as they haye it in the Dreams of E/ara 
but not Recorded by any of the Prophets, who ye 

. foretold the Captivity in Babylon, and their retur! 
at the end of ſeventy years, and/by Cy their Ne 
ſtorer in plain and full words without ſtammerſy 
ſoalfo the ſervitude in Egype for four hundred i 
thirty years, was fotetold ſo diſtinctly, that 
Fext faith, when the time was fulfilled; that ve 
day God brought forth all their Families. - / 5 

2. This teachethus, that whatever'is not te 
fied in plain words, and deſcribed with all circuw 
ſtances thereto belonging, is not of God ; T! 
Devil by his Oracles taught in ambiguous and da 
expreſſions; and ſo: do wife men'ofthe world f 
forth their Arts and Writings that they may hit 
it from men of weak capacities, but- our Savial 
in Preaching the: Kingdom, ufeth moſt  fartili 
Speeches and Fxamples, as of theSower and! 
ſeed, of fiſhing, of Salt, of Leaveiy and" the! 

- Poſtles taught in moſt plain and perfect cxprel 
ons, the difference betwixt the Lity'and the Go 
pel; works and grace, the efficacy and life of Fait 
that Hypocrites ſhall be Petſectrors, _ [ 

: ; | el1EVE 
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Difficult Texts in Genelts, 373 
Beſjevers ſhall ſuffer all manner of perſecution , 
but ſhall have joy in tribulation ; that all worſhip- 
ing of God in external things, in ations of the 
body and fufferings through contentions is hype- 
criſie, | | 

For true Believers worſhip God in ſpirit, live 
by Faith, in ſubjeCtion to all Ordinances of man for 
the Lords ſake ; and ſuffer 1n peace, and praying 
for their Perſecutors when their Rulers would 
force. them todo whatever would tend to deny the 
name of Jeſus, and the true life of Faith. And 
theſe things were fully ſhadowed out by Aeſes and 
all the Prophets in perfect Figures and Viſions :- as 
every Believer in whom Jeſus is menifeſted, to the 
crucifying of the fleſh, and life of the ſpirit, doth 
fully underſtand , as that, I/7ae/s bondage in Egypt 
plainly holds forth mans ſlavery to Satzn, Sin,and 
Luſt, and their delivery by Gods own hand, and 
ll mighty power in many ſigns and wonders, znd'a 
. ſtretched-out arm, ſhews that nothing bur Chriſt 

W (who is the powerand wiſdom of God unto Sal- * 


M vation) and that by a curſed death, deep anguiſh, 


bitter paſſion, and glorious victory over Hell and 
Death, can deliver man from this captivity; there- 


1. fore our Saviour bids vs, ſearch the Scriptures, for 


they. teſtifie of him; and Afo/es was commanded 


i Mito build the Pabernacle according to the pattern 
-mMſbewed him inthe Mount, whereupon the Apoſtle 


4:aif the Hebrews ſhews, that the Sacrifices, Shew- 
6 MÞrcad, Table, Altar, Candleſtick, and all their 
Rites and Ordinances, : were not heavenly things, 


-o@Þvt the pattern of heayenly things, all which is 
Cort, for in him isevery word fulfilled : and the 
Prophet plainly faith, To the-Law and to the Te- 
T1075 1CG2 ſtimony , 


=_ 


4 An Expoktion of the 
ſtimony , 1f they ſpeak not according to theſe 
things, is1it not becauſe there is no light in them ? 

To wit, if man have the light of the Truthir 
him, then he ſees zll things in both Old and Ney 
Teſtament, plainly and fully witneſſing the trut! 
of God in Jeſus for the Salvation of Sinners. 

The next word is (God) Iz the Beginning Go 
Createa, &c. of which ſome glory that in the(He 
brew, (which is the Original Language of the Ol( 
Teſtament) it is given out in the plural number, 
thereby intimating the Trinity of Perſons in the 
Unity of the Godhead ; and thereby infer hoi 
good it is that men underſtand the Hebrew-T ongnt 
asif that Ged had bound up the truth in that Lan 
guage ; Cr as if any thing availed thereto, but th 
work of God; were not the-Jews as great enemie 
to Jeſus as any people? or when God was pleaſe 
to confound Languages, was he not the God « 
them 2ll ? and when he gave the ſpirit tothe A 
poſtles , did he not cauſe people of many Nation 
to hear the word and wondrous works of God i 
their own Language ? what a ſtammering is this 
is it not the Idolizing of that Language ? as ifi 
ſhould any way avail to the true knowledge « 
God ; when the Truth tells us no man knows ti 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son wi 
reveal him. Is not knowledg of Tongues and Lat 
guages a great part of worldly wiſdom ? which! 
fooliſhneſs with God, and whereof our Saviou 
exulting inſpirit ſaith , I thank thee Father Lo 
of Heaven and Earth that thou haſt hid theſe thing 

' from the wilz agd prudent. of the earth , all 
haſt revealed them unto Babes,, &c. | And tl 
Apoſle faith, where is the wiſe, where 1s 
Scribe , where is the Diſputer of this world 


Ditlicult Texts in Geneſis, F 

ath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of the 

Vorld ? or what need is there that the word ſpo- 

en in the plural number fhould fer forth the plu- 
ality of perſdns ?' for ſes here ſetteth forth 
he Father the Creator, and Johz ſetteth forth the 
5on the Word, and Wiſdom ofthe Father ; by 
hich all things were Created, and that he was in 

he beginning with God, (and was God) and no- 
hing waS Created without him; and this is teſti- 
ony ſufficient, if there were no more for to com- 

ort and eſtabliſh the kearts of Believers, and for 
Wo anſwer Gain-ſayers and Diſputers : this is no- 
hing but to multiply arguments to no purpole ; 
ut this word (God) teacheth us. that of the Apo- 
les, thatin him we live and move and haveour 


 Wecing, andas the Pfalmiſt witneſſeth, He ſtayed 


"We raging of the Seas, and ſtayed the madneſs of the 
 "WFc:771e. and as the Prophet witneſſeth, He Created 
e Smith that ſmiteth on the Anvill, So that the 
eapon formed againſt his people ſhall not proſ- 
.Wcr, the ſword cannot wound, the water cannot 
. Wrown, the fire cannot burn, nor nothing can 
c:Mcltroy whom God will preſerve ; for he brought 
" Wie greateſt Monarch and the ſtrongeſt creature 
Wcom nothing by his word ; he ordereth all their 
aysS at his pleaſure, and cuts them off in a mo- 
- Went by the moſt contemptible creature ; as Pha- 
4b and his Sorcerers by Lice, Locuſts, Catter=- 


” Willers ; &c. and Herod by worms Ao preſerves he 


Wis againſt all their wrath, and bitterneſs ; as Dani- 
. W inthe Lions den, and the three Children in the 
Wcry Furnace, fo this God ſees all our goings out, 
nd comings in, he knows thesſecret counſel and 
naginations of Our heart, we cannot fly from his 
| B 3 preſence. 


% 


6 An Expoſition of the 


preſence, or hide our ſelves in the depth of the Sez 


or darkneſs of the night;therefore to truſt in him j 


the greateſt ſtrength ; to ſeek to hide our ſelves « 
our ways from him, is the greateſt folly : by hin 
Kings R3ign and Princes Decree Judgment;he p 
down one and ſets up another at bis pleaſure 
therefore the Prophet faith, Bleſſed are all: thy 
that put their truſt in him. And again, Curſed us 
that maketh fleſh his arm &c. As allo they that hay 
their confidence in graven Images, therefore th: 
Prophet challengeth all Idolaters to bring forth the 
ſtrong Gods, and let us ſee jf they can kill or mak: 
alive, or comfort an afflicted hearr. 
The third Word is (Geared) which is a makin 
any thing of nothing, whereby Philoſophy and a 
worldly wiſdom is confounded; the Philoſophe 
lays down for 2 certain Concluſion, that nothin 
can be made of nothing, as an undeniable Axjon 
and our Wiſe andLearnted. men toyl their brain ant 
beat their wits to reconcile this buſineſs, by aca: 
ceited Potentiaprima in the creature, or to recein 
ſich a form by the capableneſs in the creature. By 
the Apoſtle teacheth plainly that by faith webe 
lieve the world ts created of nothing;this cannot 
taught by reaſon, the wiſdom of the world is mee 
Iy oppoſite to it; if we will know any thing of God 
Reafon muſt go down, and all woridly wiſdom. 
 Theretote the Apoſtie faith, How ſhall they hrs 
him on whom they have not Believed ? Reaſon faith 
how ſhall they believe, .on whom they have nc 
known. Wyſe men and Religious fay, fanCtifa 


Reaſon knows all, and does ali; but the Tru 
reacheth that God ſanctifies himſelf in it ; as hed 
in Vzza, in Nadab and Abihu, tons of Aaron, alt 


' 
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in the ſons of Lews; for he will be ſanctified in all 
that come near him, when they are nothis elect, 
but bring in wild-fire and Luſts of the fleſh in his 
ſervice ; therefore muſt Reaſon be utterly deſtroy- - 
ed; and the Lord gill fay to it as to Peter, get 
thee behind me Satan; thou- ſavoureſt the things 
of this world, and nor the things of God. - 

. 2. This ward (Created) is the Foundation; of 
aſſured comfort to Gods Elect, as the Apoſtle in- 
fers, Hethat hath commanded the Light to ſhine out 
of Darkneſs, hath given the Light of everlaſting tife 
#1 our hearts. This made the three Children not 
careful to anſwer the great King Nebuchadnezzar , 
when he threatned them with fire, and ſaid, what 
God is able to deliver you out of my hands ? know- 
ing that neither the King nor the fire could do a- 
ny thing again{t:them, but what God was pleaſed ; 
for he created them both ; which Peter calls our 
Saviours great.anſwer to Pilate, when Plate asked 
him what anſwereſt thou for thy ſelf, knoweſt thou 
not that 1 have power to Crucifte thee, and I have 
power to Releaſe. thee; the Lord anſwered, thow. 
couldſt have no power except it were given thee 
from above; the Son of man indeed goeth as it is - 
written of him , but woe to him by whom he is be- 
trayed, &c. So the Lyons could not hurt Danzel, he 
that Created them ſhut their mouths. What com- 
fort can they want that ſerve that God that Crea- 
ted all things ? as David faith, the Lyons ſhall waxt 
and be hunger-ſtarved, but they that fear the Lord 
ſhall want nothing that # good, The Ravens muſt 
feed the Prophet in the wilderneſs with bread and 
ficſh, morning and evening,; the Widow of Sa- 
repta muſt be preſerved Þ the famine, the Oyl 
4 and 
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8 An Expoſition of the 


and the Meal that was but ſufficient to make a lit: 
tlle Cake, muſt not be ſpent till God ſend plen- 


Ty. 01 

3. This 1s a terror to the wicked;they cannot fly 
from him: nor hide them apy where , the moun- 
tains cannot cover them, nor the hills hide them 
from his wrath; in the depth of the'Sea his arm 
will find' them out, and the darkneſs of the night 
ſhall be as noon day before him; as David witne(- 
ſeth, therefore the Prophet ſaith, He thar made 
the Fye ſhall not he ſee , and he that made the ear ſhall 
rot he hear, and he that made the heart ſhall not he un- 
derfland? tho? they ſay tuſh, God careth not. See 
theie things, or is there underſtanding in the moſt 
High, though they ſit down to eat and drink and 
Tiſe up to play, and glory in their vain minds, 
ſaying to morrow ſhall be as this day , and much 
more abundant ; though they cry peace, peace, ta 
their ſouls, & put the evil day far away from them, 


though they glory as Fudah,ſaying, I (it like a Queen 


in the midft of the Nations, T ſhall not ſee widowhood nor 
deſolation for ever, yet both theſe ſhall come upon them 
in en? dry, and deſiruttion ſhall fall upon them ſudden- 
ly, as ſorrow upon a woman in travel. Therefore So- 
lomon admonifheth after his Ironical conceflion, 
Rejoyce O young may in thy youth ,, and let thy heart 
chear thee in the days of thy youth, and walk ;n the 
ways of thy own heart, and in the ſight of thine tes; 
yet know, that for all this God will bring thee to Fudg- 
went. | 
4. This is the &lory of all the ſervants of God , 


 a2ainſt all Idolaters and their Idol Gods, as that 


he kills and makes alive, he forms the Light and 
creates the Darkneſs, he caſts down to death, and 
* ſays 
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ys again, return ye ſons of men, what God is 
eunto him ? by thisthe Apoſtle Preacheth to 
xe Athenians, to reduce them from their ſuperſti- 
ous Idolatry,wherein they ſo abounded, that they 
:d an Altar to offer Sacrifice to the unknown 
od; hereupon ſaith the Apoſtle, that God which 
> ignorantly worſhip, We Preach unto you, even 
m that made Heaven and Earth, and Seas and 
| that in them is, in whom alſo we live and moye 
id have our Being. 

This ſtrengthened Abrabams faith, becauſe he 
nſfidered not his own body, nor the deadneſs of 
zahs womb, but the faithfulneſs of him that had 
omiſed, and that he was able alſo to do it ; this 
ade the faith of the Centarion ſo glorious and ad- 


;, Mirable in the eies of our Saviour , that he affirmed 


at he had not found ſo great faith not in all 7- 
el becauſe he believed that he that made all 
ings of nothing, was as able to command all di- 
aſes to come and go by his word , as he to com- 
and his Sonldiers and ſervants. JT: the Beginning 
7d Created the Heavens and the Earth. Many que- 
ons are moved here,as why it is here ſaid, Cod 
ated the Heavens and the Earth,and did not ſay,ler 
re be Heaven and Earth, &c. whether he created. 
em without the word ,, and becauſe there's no 
ntion of the day, whether they were created 
tore the firſt day ? &c. To which ſome anſwer, 
at he created a rude draught of them , which 
erward he beautified and adorned by the word; 
that it is the office of the word, to wit, of Je- 

3 Chriſt, to beautifie and adorn ; but this can- 
t be, for Fohn teſtifies, that God created no- - 
ng without the word; and again, it cannot be 
| that 
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Fo An Expolitſonofthe - 
that any thing ſhould be rude, that God create 
for Solomon witnefleth, that God created all thin 
in number.,veight and meaſure, which. fignifies ti 
ſweeteſt harmony and perfeCt proportion that 6 
be, but it is evident to me, that. it is a gener 
Teſtimony that God created all things, which 
terward is amplified and explicated by the mant 
how, to wit, by the word; and the time wheh 
very particular part was created ; to wit, on whit 
of the ſix days, for that every thing that was ct 
ated , wascreated infix days, and nothing ne 
ther-before nor after ; as it is abundantly mat 
feſted in divers teſtimonies of the Scriptur 
Wherefore all queſtions and diſputations contr: 
to that ,, I count not fit. to be anſwered ; buty 
jefted as blaſphemous Atheiſms : But it may 
ſome will alledge that the earth is ſaid to be wit 
out form and void : therefore it may ſeem. ti 
there was created a rude draught firſt, which! 
terward was beautified ; whereto-I anſiwer. that 
follows not , for then the Heavens ſhould have he 
faid to be without form and void alſo, for if tt 
firſt word ſhould ſignifie the Creation of art 
maſs, it muſt be of them both, for it is ſpoken 
both; butI Judg that it is ſpoken to hold for 
the glorious work, of Regeneration , which | 
Holy Ghoſt is evermore in the Scriptures ſhade 
ing out in all things ; to wit, the rudeneſs, em| 
neſs, vanity and folly of the earth and all eartl 
power and wiſdom before the ſpirit of God me 
upon it ; which may alſo appear from the wo 
of our Saviour to Nicodemw, when he had || 
ken ſo clearly concerning the Regeneration, wh 


is the moſt ſpiritual and divine work in the ſoul 
11 
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_ Difficult Terts in Geneſis, 1t 
ran; Nicedemuw no whit underſtanding it, he faith, 
nf | have ſpoken to you of earthly things, and ye 
Underſtand not, how will you underſtand ifI tell 
od on of heavenly things * Now ſome will conteſt . 
Weainſt Allegories, atteſting the Scriptures to be 
SHizin and full, ſetting forth the work and will of 
od in plain Teſtimonies; that there needs no 
\[legories, and others on the contrary are all Al- 


hi egorizing upon every Hebrew word almoſt ; yea, 


he Hebrew Rabbies or Doctors did jn many a 
Wlace Allegorize from the CharaCters beginning 
Wome words or ſome Sentences, or from the'order 


rf charactefs in ſome words, which I ſay ſhews to 


= the mind of man, running into extreams in 
Wis own wit; for the Scriptures plainly manifeſt 
what manner of Allegories ſhould be uſed, for 
"hc Apoftle allegorizing upon Abrahams two ſons, 
Won the name of Agar &c. and the Prophet hol- 
Wing forth the natural itate of man by the in-dwel- 
ing of Z:ijm and F1m,the Owls and Screech-owls, 
Wc. 2 cage of unclean birds, and a den of filthy 
eaſts, and the like. And on the contrary, ſetting 
orth the Regenerate or ſpiritual ſtate by the bar- 
en woman having many children, the barren 
Vilderneſs turned into a fruitfull field, -the Wolf, 
ne Lyon and Lamb lying down together, a little 
h:1d playing upon the hole of the Aſp, the brea- 
Ing of the ſwords and ſpears into ſcythes and pru- 
ing-hooks, and the like. This being almoſt the 
whole current of the Scripture ,, ſhews us that the 
"WPirit of God is exceedingly delighted inall ſuch 
allegories, as hold forth the fruitleſs, barren,cold, 
W'clolate, dead eſtate of man *withour Chriſt ; his 
ooliſh and vain mind, his earthly and carnal af- 
fections, 


I2 An Expoſition ofthe - 
fections, his fooliſh and blind judgment, his enyj 
Ous, bitter and brutiſh ſpiris, his froward and per 
verſe will without the ſpirit, his filthy -thought 
 blaſphemous words, wicked ways without the wor 
of grace, as alſo much more in ſuch as hold fort 
the glorious work of regeneration, that makes( 
a Sinner a Son of God.' Therefore the Apoſth 
cries out, O the herght and the depth of the wiſdomq 
God, how unſearchable are his ways and his judgmen 
paſt finding out! And again, he calls it the heigh 
and depth, length and breadth of the love « 
God, that paſſeth knowledg; and again, theex 
ceeding Riches of the glory of his grage, in his16 
ving kindneſs toward us, which the Prophet hold 
forth by a City, whoſe Gates, Foundations, Wi 
dows, Pavements, and. Battlements, are Gold, 
Pearl, precious Stones, the work of the Lord. &«, 
_ and many the like Allegories, and our Saviour col 
Pares to a {mall grain of Miſtard-ſeed, that grom 
to the likeneſs of a tree with boughs and branches 
to alittle Leaven that leavens three meaſures 
meal, &c. E 

Now to the word, In the Begining God' createl 
the Heavens and the Earth. 
This Expreſſion I ſaid is a general Teſtimony, 
that as Fohz witneſſeth that nothing was create 
without the word , to wit, Jeſus Chriſt the Eter- 
nal Son of God; ſo Moſes hereby teacheth, that 
there is nothing but God created it in the begin 
ning,by the Heavens,ſfignifyingall heaverly thingy 
as Spirits, Angets, or whatever there is that is 
bove the knowledg of man ; as that Eternal and 
inacceſſible light wherein God dwells, to which 
no creature can approach, that eternal dar 
ES an 
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nd burning, called Hell, prepared for the Devil 
d his Angels,&c. into which the wicked ſhall be 
aft at the laſt day , when the Righteous are taken 
p into heaven, which the ſubtle mind of man 
zould be prying into; as what Hell is, when it was 
reated, and where it is, &c. and ſome havedivi- 
ed it in their conceits into ſeveral rooms, ſome 
rom which there'is no return, and-ſome from 
hich the Souls ſhall return to Heaven, after they 
ave ſuffered there ; and be purified by Sufferings ; 
nd therefore call it Purgatory ; but all in vain, 
or the Scripture fignifying no more but that there 
s ſuch things, it is manifeſt, that neither is it the 
ill of God, nor profitable to .man ,” that man 
hould know any more of them ; as for the place, 
phere Hell is, about which there are many Diſ- 
Dutes, but as the Apoſtle ſaith, by men of va 
ninds; for the things there holden forth to us by 
eaven, are Incorporeal creatures, and therefore 
ced no place to contain them, nor cannot be con- 
ained in any place. As for Purgatory, our Savi- 


- Fur doth fully clear it, in the Parable of Dives and 


azarus, that aſloon as man dies he is carried to 
caven or Hell, and after that there is no exchange 
ff this place or.ſtate ; the purging of every ſoul is 
dy ſufferings in this world; as our Saviour himſelf 
as perfected through ſufferings here, whilſt he 
mas cloathed with our mortal nature; ſo we muſt 
de made conformable to him who is our Head, our 
Leader, our Fore-runner, the Captain of our SaL 
ation. Therefore hath God our heavenly Fa- 
ner ſet the world , the Devil, the flefhly mind, 
all in oppoſition to a Chriſtfan life, and given 


them power to tempt, to aflict, yea to Vo 
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_ andilead us Captive, and charged us to watch, 


£0 inarmour.,to fight,&c. that through many tril 
Jations we may enter into joy;through miſery to 
fain mercy , through darknels into light, throuj 
death intolife, that we may know that the IſTues( 
death and life are fromthe Lord. So likewiſe) 
earthis ſignified all viſible and corporeal creature 
2s dry land,and waters, hills, mountains, Rocks a 
valleys, Seas, Fountains, Rivers, fiſh and fleſh of; 


| forts, Trees, herbs, fruits, &c. called by the þ 


poſtle the earth and its fulneſs, and: declared) 
the Pſalmiſt to be put in ſubjection to man, th 


he may know how hefſhould exerciſe his wiſdon 


Let him treat of theſe, Rule theſe, take pleaſy 
in theſe, kill and eat, or otherwiſe uſe to hish 
nefit or delight, for God hath given him all thel 
liberally to enjoy, and -grudgeth. not z therefqr 
he gave Solomon wifdom to diſcourſe of all theſg 
from the low Hyſop to the tall Cedar tree; ſo oft 
ches and delights, of wiſdom and folly, of vanit 
and the fear of God, but.let no man preſumet 
meddle with God and Angels, Devils and power 
of Darkneſs, Heavenand Hell, &c. but fimpl 
and plainly what the Scripture ſpeaks of them, iq 
they are not put into ſubjeCction to man. 

And the Earth was without form, and Voie , at 
Darkneſs upon the Deep. This 1s that I ſay, whid 
Ged would hare ns to know , and which is: pro 
table for us to know, ho empty, confuſed, vail 
blind, fooliſh mind of man, without the guidir 
and government of Gods holy Spirit, and yet wh! 
a great deep it is, what great ynderſtanding ma 
hath, being a wezk creature, to take the ſwifteſt 
to tame the wildeſt, tonſe the ftrongeſt, to fin 

5. i 
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ſich as live inthe moſt ſecret dark or remote 
aces of the earth, to overcome thoſe thathave 
hegreateſtenmity to him ; he can take the fiſhof 
We 5ca;, even the great Whale, and make meat 
Wt fore, and other uſe and benefit of others, and 
ie-fowls of the ayr, he can make a dog to aflift 
im; and the. fiſhes of the River with a thred, or 
orſe-hair, and a:fmall rod; how can he tame the 
yon, 2nd: tame the Savage Bear, and' teach the 
awisto ſpeak the words of men, and tune notes; 
ad the horſe to. imitate mans actions, how infi- 

ite is mans Skill in theſe things, and in wondreus 
lttsof the Mechanicks, Muſick, Geometry; where- 
his inventions of Inſtruments and works by land 

( water, and wind, is a great deep; as the bur- 
ngof Limeſtones to tilt the earth, the making of 
pmpowder, the work of Conduits, the Wind- 
88tafs): Burning-glaſs, Profpective-glaſs, Multiply- 
ng-elaſs , the finding of Mines in the earth, of 
oals, Iron; Lead, Silver, Gold, &c. What a great 
Weep is the wiſdom of man ? But O what a dark- 
Wes lies upon it} which Solomon well knew and te- 
Wtihed, when God had given him the enjoyment of 
ll, anda wiſe and underſtanding heart to make 
fe of them ſo fully and freely, that none ever had 

ne- like ; yet being inſtructed by the Spirit of 
od , he cries'ont, Yanity of Vanities, all is Vanity 
4 35 ander the Sun. This 15 that which teacheth 
71 the emptineſs of all things, and not the large 
inification of the Hebrew word(,Tobu and Bohn) 
nd this is an Allegory wherein the ſpirit of truth 
W's much delighted, and which is profitable for 
man to uſe ; and herein is the Wlarkneſs, God hath 
"Wgiven man this wifdom, he glories in it; theſe crea- 
tures 
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tures, he ſatisfies his luſt in them ;-Riches, het 
'prefſeth the poor ;- ſtrength, he breaks down 4 
weak ; natural endowments, he is proud of ther 
and in all forgets his Maker. Therefore the Þ 
phet proclaims him to be more brutiſh thant 
bruit beaſts of the earth. The Ox knows his om 
and the Aſs his maſlers crib, But Iſrael hath forg 
'ten his God days without number. As Iſrael wii 
God had brought them out of Egypr, the houſ 
Bondage. and given them the good land of Cay 
and layd Kings necks under their feet, even tie 
ty and one in- one day, they: forgot. God 514 
.gloried in their bow, and ſhield; and ſpear i; 
multitude of Armies, and counſel for war; fo/1 
- forget that all theſe are the creatures of God, a 
ſo are we. and our-wiſdom,and whatever we enjo 
all created and given us to glorifie him in and} 
them, as the Apoſtle faith, By him, 'and rþdd 
- him, and for him ate all things. |\But:man lives» 
Rh out God in the world , and thinks his cark anda 
WWII, whathe ſhall eat and drink, and wherewith heſh 
Way - be cloathed, will preſerve him; he ſatisfies: 
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Fit Luſts, oppreſſes the poor and needy, and ' faitl 
[8:1 tuſh God careth not for theſe things, hedominet 
WURH] in his power that he hath on the earth; anda 
his tongue is his own ; he is the man that ought! 
20 ſpeak, who is Lord.over. him? :as Pilate gloi 
WAN! over Jeſus; I have power to looſe thee, and to Cri 
118 thee. And Pharaoh glories, ho t the Lord that 
iti! ſhould let Iirael go ? and Nebuchadnezzar vaunts 
(THIER gainſt Daniels Interpretation of his Dreanty7 
{18 not this great Babel that I have built by the might of 
power, and for ths Mlory of my Majeſty ? and his SW 

- ceſlors glory after him to drink wine in the vel 
| | ot! 
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that belongs to the Lords Temple, and. another a- 
gainſt the three children. ' Who » that God that can' 
deliver you out of my hands ? Co 
But what became of them all ? yea he hatcheth' 
miſchief in his Bed; and hides: his counſel, and: 
thinks God ſhall not know it, therefore -the Pro- 
pher remindeth man of this Creation, and faith, 
He that made the eye , ſhall not he ſee, and he that 
made the ear ſhall not he hear, and he that made the 
heart ſhall not he underſtand? Yet ſuch a darkneſsis 
upon this deep ſearching heart of man, that he 
can neither ſee with the eye, nor hear with the 
ear, nor conceive with the heart, thethings that 
God hath layd up for them that love him, norun» 
derſtand the things that belongs to his peace 1n the 
day of his viſitation. Such a darkneſs is upon him 
that he calls light darkneſs, and darkneſs light ; 
takes good for evil, and evil for good ; juſtifies 
the wicked for a reward, and condemns the gene- 
cation of Gods people ; and ſpeaks good of the 
covetous whom 'God abhorreth , and+which is 
fl ore than all, fights againſt God,and ſpurns againſt 
ae Holy One of Iſrael. And this do all forts, 
both King and Subje&ts, Prieſt and People, Profeſ- 
(ors and Prophane, which made Davidexclaim , 
Gll//by do the Gentiles rage; ard the people 11agin a vain 
-ing, the Kings ſtand up and the Rulers tak; counſel 
Ferns againſ# the Lord, and againſt his * anoin- 
We 5 LU. S | dk le 
Again, this darkneſs is upon mans mind; that he! 
regards not what he ſhould imploy his ſtudies in , 
and what not, and therefore in a boundlel$ licen- 
tiouſneſs he rangeth out into rhe contemplation of 
Meiiozs not ſubje&t to him, as of the ſtars, attribu- 
| D EEE -/ | - 
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ting to them a power to help or hinder in his hug: 
bandry, as ſowing and reaping, in Phyſick and Chi- 
rurgery, as gathering and uſing of his Ingredients, 
Letting-bloud,ce. Whereas the word doth plain- 
ly fay that God hath appointed them to give light 
by day and night, and to be for ſigns and ſeaſons, 
days and years ; and therefore are of no other con- 
cernment unto men : ſo that the Prophet faith 
plainly , He that obſerveth the wind ſhall not ſow,and 
be that: regardeth the clouds ſhall ot reap. Yet man 
pxroceedeth further to have communion with the 
Devil, whence are all' Aſtrologers, Seothfayers, 
Inchanters , Witches, Wizards, Star-ga'zers, and 
monthly-Prognoſticators, ſopgreatly condemned it 
the word; as Janes and Fambres that withſtood 
Aoſes fd thele glory in theſe Arts , and will plead 
for them as Divine, and ſuch is the darkneſs of the 
mind, they areallowed on in Kingdoms,.tho? God 
hath abſolutely commanded, thou ſhalt not ſuffer a 
Witch to live, yet are they ſought unto; as Saul 
fought-unto-the witch. of E:dor, ſo men ſeek to 
theſe;their Goods are ſtollen or ſtrayed away, they 
would havethem again; they would know what 
Fortunes they muſt have - Kings would know the 
Events of their wars before hatid, &c. no fear of 
' God, no ſeeking God, no. hopes in.God, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſaith, rot one th | 


| at doth good, m0 7710t ONe that 
ſecketh after God,&c. And again , God's 7ot in all 
their thoughts. ES: | _— 
. Further;, this darkneſs lies moſt upon mans 
mind in reſpect of his Sou], for therein he bleſſeth 
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himſelf, in the way of his own heart, and cries R 


peace peace to his Sgul, though he be far from the 
ways of peace ; and adds Drunkenneſs to thirſt. 
| | Hereil 
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Herein he glories in his own condition, eſteeming 
no man like him z ſaying with the Phariſee, 1 am 
not like this Publican nor like other men. Herein 
he eſteems himſelf the Child of God, whilſt he is 
the child of the Devil, and doth his works ; herein 
as our Saviour faith, He ſtrains at a gnat, and ſwal- 
lows a Camel, he tythes Mint, Cummin and Anni- 


. ſeeds, and neglects the mighty matters of the law, 


Mercy, Judgment, and Truth ; be obſerves Faſts, 
Feaſts, New-Moons, and Sabbaths, &c. and his 
hands full of bloud, and his heart full of Deceit and 
guile, he makes long Prayers and devours widows 
houſes, he glories in God, and perſecutes the Son 
of God, and all that wair for him ; he glories in 
the Law,and through breaking the Law,diſhonours 
God ; he boaſts of the word of God and cannor 
endure to hear of the Spirit of God, ſan ifying 
the Church ; but obſerves and conforms his ways 
tothe word of God, and counts his own works to 
be the onely ſanQification; and to talk of the Spi- 
rit to be Enthuſitaſmes and vain Dreams ; ſo as the 
Apoſtle faith, Men have itching ears, and make 
Preachers to themſelves; and call the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, calld and ſent by Jeſus, vain Bablers; 
and ſay that their Dofrine hath neither head nor 
foot, end nor fide, that ic is a Doftrine of Licen- 
tioulneſs,c. | 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the waters. 
Here's the Doftrige of ffee Grace ſhadowed out 
to us, man moves not towards God., but God to 
man; God was in Chrift reconciling the world ro 
himſelf, when the earth was without form, and 
void, under deep darkneſs, then the Spirit of God 
moved, the firſt motion muſt be from God ; here- 
| Daz. :; in 


' 
"hs 


20 An Expoſition. of the 


in & Love. ſaith the Divine, not that we loved him, 
but he loved us firſt. He draws by draughts of love, 
then the Spcule runs; he quickens, and when ? even 
when we are dead in fins and treſpaſſes;he chuſeth, 
and whom? the loſt of 1/-ae/, and abjects of the 
Gentiles ; he comforts them that mourn in Zze-; 
he refreſheth the weary and heavy laden, he calls 
the halt, the lame and blind ; mans neceſlity is the 
day of Gods opportunity; in the greateſt diftreſs 
will God be neareſt, in the Mount will the Lord be 
ſeen, he feeds the needy with bread, and the hun- 
gry with good tt:ings; the moving of God is the 
foundation of all good to man; if the Spirit had not 
moved, the earth had continued ſtil empty, void, 
and dark ; ſotill Gcd move in the Spirit of Love, 
Pity and Compaſſion , mart lies in vanity and 
folly, under great ignorance of his own miſery 
and Gods mercy. _. 
Then God ſaid let there be Light. 
Here we have the beginning of the Divine na- 


ture to appear ; if he ſpeak, the thing is done, | 
his word returns not in vain, this is the working 
and ſpeaking of God; for with him to _ 
work, and to workis but to ſay the word : Is) F 
is the glory of God, which was the magnifying WW , 
of the Certurions faith, who ſaid to our Saviour, p 
' ſay but the word and my ſervant ſhall be whole, This 
is to belicve in him, this is to gloriftie him, evel x 
to truſt in him, and call upon him, upon this ac-i © 
count, that heecan and will doit. The poweris|il ” 
with him. it is no mcre but to ſay the word, he will ' 


do it ; for mercy is with him, even to enemies, 
even to Sinners ; {6 that the Apoſtle ſaith, he can- 
not deny himſelf , as if he had ſaid, he cannot bi 
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be mercifull, it is his nature ; therefore the Divine 
faith, God 7 Love. 

2. Here we have the Trinity of the Godhead , 
the Spirit moving,the Father creating by the word, 
to wit, by the Son; and all but one abſolute God. 
The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spi- 
rit is God, and yet bur one Gcd ; as it is ſaid, God 
i52 Spirit , ſpeaking of the whole Godhead, even 
all the Three Perſons in the Unity of the God- 
head ; ſo it 1s faid, He that beleevith in the Son , 
hath the Father and the Holy Spirit ; maniteſting, 
that to Believe in one, 1s to Believe in all ; and be- 
lieving uniteth man to God; and to be united to 
one, is tO be united to all; therefore our Saviour . 
calleth it implanting. 

3. Here is the carrying on of this excellent Alle- 
gory, when man is nothing but a mais of in, a 
Lump of Iniquity, living in ignorance of himſelf, 
and of his God ; that there?s nothing in him that's 
g60d , and yet he ſees not his miſerable eſtate; but 
WW be is like a man that dreams heis cating and drin- 


ww fFay_w” >» ot dd 1 00 OA, Quo: tw a ww WW 


. king, but when he awakes, he faints : Then God 
oF P2cying his miſerable condition gives his Son, his 


g Eternal Word, his mighty Work, For in him #5 
2 fe, and that life is the light of men. For he is no 
-- Ml ſooner received, but man is enlightened, brought 
out of the great darkneſs, into the marvelous light 
ot God. As here, when the Earth was without form 
and void, and rathing but a deep darkneſs, then God * 
nM <re#tes Light ; and ſo by the glorious work of God 
the obſcure ſtate is changed into a beautifull ſtate : 
AS Ezekeel-holds forth, compgring 1ſrael toa child 
caſt forth in its goar-bloud, to ſhame and deſtru- 
Ml <ti0n, without any hope or help; this is the day of 
D ; : Gods 
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awaked him for fear of the ſtorm that was upon 
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An Expolitton of the 
Gods loye, and he ſaid to the Soul live. This 
mighty creating word .this life and light-giving word 
wmckens, yea waſhes, cleanſes, rinces, till there be no 
Firby por left, yea adorns and beautifies with perfeft 
beauty. Heres the excellent Allegory, fo he al- 
Indesto this Godhead, who commanded light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, is he that hath ſhined in our 
hearts, to give the Light of the knowledg of God 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And there was Light. 
Here?s the divine power, not only a work , but 
a work-that manifeſts it ſelf to be of God; as the 
man born blind, having received his ſight from our. 
Saviour, faith, Since the World was Created at was nee 
ver heard, that any one hath opened the cies of one that 
was bernblind. Such (as our Saviour faith) are all 
the works of God. If I have done theworks which 
one other among you can do, if ye believe no: me, yet 
believe for the very works ſake. So here the deep 
darkneſs is turned into abfolute Light ; ſo the Pro- 
Phet ſaith, rhe people that ſat in darkneſs in the Re- 
£10 of the ſhadow of death, have ſeen a great light, 
So the Apoſtle. y: were ſometimes darkne(s. now light 
37 the Lord So1in Ezckeels viſions of dry bones. Be- 
bel4,ſaith the Text,rhey were very dry,and he ſatd,Som 
of man,can theſe live ? Lordzfaith he,thou knoweſt, and 
God ſpeaks, the Spirit moves, and they became an At- 
zny of men. That is the work of God which none 
other can do, as in daily providence, a clear day, 
and Sun ſhining bright, and by and by, a ſhowr; 
and on the contrary, on a rainy, dark{om, gloomy 
day, forthwith the, clouds expelled and the Sun Ii | 
ſhines bright ; as our Saviour when the Diſciples 
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them, 
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them -as they were Sailing ; crying, Maſter ſave us, 
we periſh ; he commands, and forthwith there was 
a calm. Therefore the Apoſtle excellently ſer- 
teth forth the converſion of man, arguing againſt 
the Jews and falſe Apoſtles,that it is not by works; 
for ſaith he, we are his workmanſhip, created in Cariſt 
Feſus. 

And God ſaw the Light that ut was goed. 

That which is of God is good, that which is 
not of him is not good ; here appears the Fountain 
of goodnels, from whence alt goodneſs flows ; man 
eſteems that good which anſivers his carnal deſires, 
but it proves not fo, therefore the Propier faith, 
4 deluded Spirit hath deceivea them, they ted on aſhes 
inſtead of bread. And again, complaining, he faith 
to Iſrael, wby lay ye out your money for that which is 
mo bread, and your Labour for that which ſatisfies not. 
When God enlighrtens the mind with izue knows 
ledg of his {inful eſtate, that*s good ;, when he cor- 
refts man for fin, that?s good ; the correction of 
the father is good for the child ; when God makes 
man of a finner a Son of God.,that*s good;bur when 
the Devil ſaith thou ſhalt not die, bur ſhalt become 
like God, that?s not 'good. This is flattery and 
deceitful likeneſs, and not the truth; the Light 
ſhewed the evil State of the earth, in that empty 
confuſed darkneſs, ſo the light of God ſhews the 
deſolate eſtate of man in nature, and thereby ap- 
pears the goodneſs of that gracious work of God. 

And God ſeparated the light fram the Darkneſs. 

This is the ſingular work of God to ſeparate 
things that differ, and ordain every thing for it's 
own proper uſe : the Light 3nd day is for man t9 
work in.as ſaiththe Pſalmiſt, every one to bis labor, 
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but the wild Beaſts and night-birds to their dens ant 

holes ;, but on the night, man to his Reſt,and the 0- 

ther to their prey : Thus with man, when God 

hath not given the light of eternal life in his ſoul; 
all is night with him , he lives in palpable Egyp- 
tian darkneſs, works the works of darkneſs, as the 

Apoſtle faith, they that ſleep, ſleep in the night, and 

they that are druik_ are drunkin the night. There- 

fore the Apoſtle exhorts the Church to walk as 
children of the light, and have no fellowſhip with 
the unfaithfull works of darkneſs; yea even to 
withdraw from every Brother that walketh diſor- 
derly, &c. Hence Moſes gave Iſrael! many typical 

Laws, that they ſhould not yoak the Oxe and the 

Aſs together, and that they ſhould not weave 

Jinnen and woollen togetker,and the Apoſtle com- 

mands, be not unuqually yoalPd ; and faith , what 

fellowſh p hath light with darkneſs, or what communi: 
on hath Chrift with Beli:l? And Fames ſaith, ſweet 
water and bitter cannot come out of one Fountain, not 

Bleſſing and Curſing both out of one mouth. 

A.d God cilled the Light day, and the Darkneſs 
night , and the Evening and the Aorning were 
the firſt D-y 
Here is ict down the Order of all things, the 

Evening before the Morning, the darkneſs before 

the light, following ſtill the excellent Allegory, 

as the Apoſtle alſoin A5rahams two fons , he that 
was afccr the fleſh , was before him that was after 
the promiſe; that which is of man , is before that 
which is of God; therefore it is called the old 
man. and tiz ocherchenew man : $9 God makes 
two Covenants, the one eſtabliſh*d in the works 

of man, iaying, Do tors and live, and this brings b 

under 
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aniMnder the curſe; the other eſtabliſh*d in Chriſt, 
 0-Wying, 7 will be their God, and they ſhall be my peo- 
ole, 1 will be their Father, and they ſhall be my ſons 
il ;8W-d daughters. The Apoſtle calls the firſt the mi- 
ſtration of death and condemnation, and that 
theWWhich is to be aboliſhed 3 and the latter the mini- 
i Mr2tion of faith and righteouſneſs, and that which 
re-M&maineth ; ſo the former is called the old Cove- 
5MWnt, and a covenant of works, and the latter a 
ith Mw covenant, a covenant of grace ; ſo the whole 
toMcripture or written word, is contained 1n two 
or-Mcſtaments, in the firſt is the Law or Covenant of 
cal Morks, in the latter is the Goſpel or Covenant of 
he{Wrace ; thus we have the Order, the Evening is 
veſWfore the morning, darkneſs before the Light, 
n-Wlh before the Spirit , the old man, cid Teſta- 
at Wcnt, old Covenant, Works, Curſe, Condemna- 
11-on, Death, before the New man, New Teſta- 
t {Wcnt, New-Covenant, Grace, Bleſling , Righte- 
or W'ſneſs, Eternal Liſe ; but the Old ones are all 

) be aboliſh*d ;, as the Apoſtle faith , o/d things 
{+ We done away, behold all things are become ew. $0 It 
re Ml written, Sorrow may endure for the night, but joy 
W577 the morning. So the Spirit 1n all the Pro- 
1e Wiets, pronouncing the judgment of God againſt 
re MW! nations for Sin, never ſpeaks of a day. but 
y, Wen he foretells the mercies of God in Jeſus, and 
2t Ws wonderfull works of Redemption, Juſtification, 
r Wictification, and Salvation of Sinners. He faith 
t that day, or after thoſe days, Gr the like ; fo 
d Wie when God hath turned darkneſs into light, 
s Bd ſeparated the light from thegarkneſs, and cal- 
s BS the Light day, and the Darkneſs night , then 
| We Evening and the Morning make a day. = 
! this 


UL 
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this is the firſt day, before that God hath wroy 
His mighry work in the Soul by Jeſus Chriſt, a 
darkneſs; yea man himſelf is darkneſs. Yen 
ſometies darkyeſ;,faith the Apoſtle, there is no 
no lighi, ſothac Peter telis the Church, thy? t 
had the ſure word of the Prophets, they wait 
but as to a Light that ſhineth in dark:eſs until the | 
dawn ard the Day-ſtar ariſe in our hearts ;, till ti 
Day-ſter the Lord Jeſus come and work the w( 
of the Father in us; as the Prophet ſaith, ny 
#7 dark;eſs:; therefore though the word of tn 
be clear and plain, as it is faid, The Yiſion 15 w 
#enin large Charatters, that he that runs may read 
yet we underſtand it not; for itjs written, 
Light ſhmeth in darkneſs, but the darkneſs comp 
hend: it not , nay we pervert it, and turn the Tr 
intoa Lie; therefore ſee what a great Dark 
we livein till God command the Light of everl; 
ing Life to ſhine in our hearts; therefore the] 
Phet compares it to being in a Dungeon, wht 
there is no Light, under Gates of Braſs and þ 
of Iron, becauſe there's none canlooſe us out ofti 
priſon but Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Power of Ge 
and Wiſdom of God unto Salvation ; and the 
poſtle ſaith, The God of this world, to wit, thebD 
wJ, hath blinded our eyes, leſt the light of the glo 
_ ous Goſpel of Feſus Chriff ſhould ſhine in our heat 
ſo thar that ſtate is called Bondage, Captivit 
Darkneſs, groſs Darkneſs, and the like ; ther 
forc this is the firſt day, when by the Light af G6 
we ſee what darkneſs we have lived in, and are 
ſhamed of the Blindneſs. of our Minds , of 0 
vain pleaſures, our luſtful Deſires , the unfruit 
works of Darkneſs, wherein we are exerciſed 
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day of our Ignorance ; And now we know that 
> Iſſues of Death and of Life are from the Loxd, 
t our deſtruction is from our ſelves, bus our 
vation-is of God ; that there is no good thing 
s; that we can do no good thing of our ſelves, 
are not ſuſicieat for one good thought, that 
xd alone doth all, it is he that worketh our 
rks for us., and worketh in us both to will and 
do according to his own good pleaſure; and 
we call all the Creatures of God to praiſe the 
rd with us ; for God hath put a new Song into 
r mouths, and hath filled our Souls with his own 
rrks; as now he proceedeth after he hath crea- 
| the Light, to fill Heaven and Earth with Crea- 
es. 
Again God ſaid, Let there be a Firmament in 
midſt of the waters, and let it ſeparate the waters 
1 the waters ;, then God made the Firmanent, and 
arated the waters which were under the Firmament, 
'm the waters which were above the Firmament, and 
Was ſo, and God called the Firmament Heaven, and 
Evening and the Morning was the ſecond aay. 
Here 1s ſet forth the Work of the Second Nay, 
erein firſt we have the Glorious Out-going of 
dd in the word of his Power ,, to wit, in Jeſus, 
no is the Wifdom and Power of God, even the 
ernal living Word, by which he. created all 
ings, and without whom nothing wes created, 
Wc Wiſdom that was with him before the world 
yas; this is holden forth unto us,-in that o/es 
on every days work faith ( God ſaid ) whereup- 
John ſaith, There was nothing created without th: 
ord, whereby is teſtified unto us , that God's 


d*2King is not as man's ſpeaking- But it is God's 
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appearing in Chriſt to glorifie himſelf in gh 
out his fulneſs for the comfort of Man, and 
hold what is now created, Heaven, calPd a Fir 
ment, that ſeparateth Waters from Waters, \ 
ters above from Waters below. What ist| 
Luther ſaith plainly he knows not what theſe 
ters above are; but if we conſider the mattery 
it will be as hard a thing to ſay what is meant 
waters below ,, and how the Firmament 1s ſai 
ſeparate them from waters above : Some ſupp 
from this Expreſſion, as alſo from that wherei 
is ſaid, when God drowned all the World by 
ters, that the Fon:tains of the great deep were 
ken up, and the windows of Heaven were opened, t 
It 15 meant by waters that were on the Earth, 
waters that were above the Firmament; but1 
ſaid to ſeparate them, whenas the waters on 
Earth preſs down to the Earth, and tend not 
wards, that there is no neceſſity of any thing 
keep them from ahove; and if there be wat 
above, it is manifeſt they cleave as cloſe to 
place where God hath ſeated them, that therek 
not adrop down without the Command of Gt 


as it is written, God commands the Clouds, and ti 


drop down fatneſs; my Judgment therefore 1s, 
by the Firmament , which here it is ſaid God 


ted, and called it Heaven, is what we fee add 
our heads, wherein we ſee Sun , Moon, Starsdl 
Clouds; and by waters below, is meant all thi 


here on Earth, with man created for man, 1 
ſubjefted to man ; and by waters above, 1s mel 
all things above what we ſec; as God, Angels, 


Tits, and whatever there may be elle; and tl 
theſe are both holden forth unto us by waters,' 


Cal 


\ 
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e there is a great Depth in them both; the 
ſubjected to man?s Contemplation, as to his 
and Benefit, yet ſo deep ,, that he cannot reach 
eanderſtanding of them all, in his corrupted 
te; yet he underſtood pertectly by his Crea- 
, as appeared by Adam's giving Names to 
1 all ; wherein doubtleſs he expreſs?d their 
res fully; the other ſeparated from man's 
h wholly ; therefore it is ſaid, that God dwel- 
ininacceſſible Light,whereto 0 Creature approach- 
and this is the Separation, that man be kept 
w upon Earth ; it is his proud Spirit that af- 
s upward, and the Devil hath taught many 
is Oracles, and by Dreams, and Revelations, 
Viſions, which he made them believe that they 
from God, to pry into things above the Firma- 
t, whence we have many Stories of a watery 

pjon, and a fiery Region, and eight Spheres, 

a Cxlum Empyreum, and the hke; but God 

h ſet a Firmament for us to ſee, which muſt 
minate our Iuſting deſires after Knowledge how 
y degrees of Angels there are, as Cherubims 
| Seraphims, and their Offices, what Places for 
> Souls of the Fathers and Infants, and all 'tuch 
e things are meer Phantaſies infuſed by the De- 
; and whatever we have concerning the Stars, 
Ir fortitude and weakneſs, their Significations 
Veather, Mens Fortunes, and all the like, are 
erly deviliſh; for God hath ſet a Firmament, 
Ierein we may ſee, as David faith, the Glory of 
ddiſplay*d in fo great a number of Creatures, 
t to know their ſeveral Magnitudes and Influ- 
ce upon earthly Bodies, is not granted to'us ; 


t this we may rather conclude, that as God hath 
 diſplai'd 


30 An Erpolition of the 
diſplaid a great Glory of Wiſdom and Boun 
the finalleft Planrs and Vegetable Creature, 
more in Senfitive Animals ; as Beaſts of the þ 
Fowls of the Air, Fiſh in tlie Seas; and yt 
more in the Rational Creature , to wit, Man 
whom he hath ſubjeted all thoſe things; fo he 
ordained the Stars as in a higher place, ſof 
higher Glory; and yet the Sun and Moon f 
glorifie him in a higher manner, che Angels 
higher ; and fo if there be any difference amy 
them , as the Names of Cherubims, Seraph 
Principalities , Powers, and Dominions, tt 
ſome to ſuppoſe that they are all for the magt 
ing of the Name of their Creator in higher ( 
ry, as they are created in more ſplendent Bri 
neſs or power ; bat yet we are to underſtand!t 
that though Gy exceed Man in his created} 
tare, yet inthe Regeneration Man far excellst} 
all, and there they muſt all learn the Glory of| 
Grace of God from the Church, and they.mul 
glorifie God for the Converſion of a Sinner, 
they muſt pitch their Tents about the habitatidl 
the Righteous; for they are charged to keep ti 
in al] their ways, and wait upon them, ſtill bi 
ms them up in their hands : and this contid 
{till the moſt excellent Allegory, that when 6 
hath. made man a new Creature, 2d4 given 
Light of eternal Life in his Soul, then he ſets| 
Heaven before his eyes , even the Divine Nati 
£0 be a ſure Firmament to ſeparate that which is 
Man from thut which is from God ; that what 
counted Divine before, is now counted Beppal 
Rudiments of the world ; what he eſteemed 
to him before, he now counts Loſs, and Drd 
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Dung tohimz now is all that is below, ſepa- 
d from that which is above; all that is of the 
ſh, from that which is of the Spirit; the Law 

the Goſpel, Works from Grace, the Wiſe 

and Power of Man from that of God ; now 
an taught to ſeparate things that differ ; now 
Law, Wrath, Curſe, Condemnation, and 
ath to the Fleſh, with all the Luſts and Aﬀecti- 
of it, for Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the 
igdom of God; but Grace , Mercy, Truth, 
Ice, and loving Kindneſs to the Soul from the 
her of Mercies through Jeſus Chriſt the Prince 
Peace; here is an abſolute Separation : The 
dim of the Fleſh # from below, ſaith the Apo- 
* carnal, ſenſual and deviliſh;, but that which 
row abovup ,, 1s piire , praceable and gentle. See 
7 the Apoſtle ſeparates theſe , when he faith, 
ve, yet not I, but Feſas that dwell in me; I ſm, 
not I, but Sin that dw«lleth in me: how he makes 
nſelf nothing but Sin in the Fleſh, but free from 
\ in Chriſt ; therefore as touching the one, he 
th, 1 am not ſufficient for one good thought ;, and 
on the other lide, he faith, / can a all things 
ough Chriſt ſrrengthening me : 1n the one 1e com- 
lins that he is /ed captive to the Law of Sin and 
ath, in the other he triumphs; laying, Whe 
Il accaſe, who ſhallcondemn, who {vc lay any thing 
the charge of God's Ele&? And again, We are 
re than Conquerors, &c, Many are the Trinmphs 
rough Chriſt by the Prophets ; as, O Death where 
by ſting ? O Grave , where is thy Fattory? And 
aln, They ſhall return to Sion with Foy, anda Crown 
everlaſting Foy ſhall be upon thezr Heads, So allo 
any are their Complaints and*Mournings - _ 
Fleſh , 


32 _ An Expoſitionof the. ... 
Fleſh ; as David faith,] am a Maſs of Sin, a 
of Tniquity, my. ſims are gone over my head, a buy 
too heavy for me to bear. Thus all that are enlio 
ned, receive Gifts from above,” make a clear { 
ration, that all may decreaſe in the old Man, 
jzncreaſe in the new Man, with the increaſing 
God. EY 4 
And it was ſo. . f 
This is a moſt remarkable Expreſſion, and by 
forth unto us the great difference between 
words of God, and the words of Man ; Gcd.ſy 
and it was done: he command: d, and great As 
Company of Preachers. q 
Thus the Servants of God glory in the W 
of God, how mighty. it..is ; it wabes the. Hink 
calue, it divides the flames of fire, ſhakes the Wi 
ef of Kadeſh, it is like a double-edged ſword, 
vides betwixt the Marrow and the Bone, diſcern 
thoughts ard intentions of the heart ; yea, ſaith 
Prophet. hehifſes for the Fly of Egypr, an” the 
of Aſſur ;, Genifying that the leaſt and loweſt} 
terance of his Voice will convert the moſt rel 
Jtous obſtinate Enemies of his Truth : this can 
be ſaid of a Man, that he commands, :and it 
ſo ; but on the contrary, -Paul ſaith, Let Gi 
rue. and every Man a liar: And again,” Ma 
Lighter and vamer than Vanity ut ſelf; " wherein. j 
robe cecounted ef ? So the Prophet calls two git 
Kings two tails of two ſmoaking fire-brands : | 
David ſaith; When they riſe up, when they take C 
fel rogether, ks that dwells in Heaven laughs thei 
ſcorn, the holy One holds them in deriſion. Bil 
may be ſaid, Kings and Potentates make Laws 


condemn the Servants of God for Heceriang 
per ( 
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xrſecute, impriſon, puniſh, yea, .and kill them z 
id therefore they ſay and it is done : No, no, not 
: for they ſay when they puniſh them j' we. will 
t them to open ſhame ; bur it is their. Glory, 
nd a true Glory to ſuffer for Truth: They ſay, 
ten they ſpoil them of their Goods, 1t will nake 
em poor; but they are: more ſtrengthened” in 
pe, and become rich in Faith : They ſay when 
ey kill them, we will take their Lives away.; but 
eir Lives are hid with Chriſt in God, and Death 
their gain.; ſo that they are befooled, as their 
iſter the Devil was, in ftirring up Inſtruments 
put Chriſt to death, by that was he vanquiſhed, 
d the Children whem he appointed to death,de- 
ezed; but herein appears the pride and vains 
pry of man, and that in-grown deſire to be like 
dd, which we all received by Nature, everſince - 
was infuſed into our firſt Parents by Satan, eve« 
an ſays and would have it to be ſo; every one 
duld be a God, and ſay, Ozr Tongues are onr own, 
are they that ought to ſpeak, who is Lord gver 
? . So that the Son forgets the ſuperiority of 
$ Parents, the Servants of their Maſters, 'Sub- 
Sof their Rulers, Rulers.of God ; thus proud 
inds deſtroy the Order God hath appointed, and 

ingall into confuſion, as Nimrod did. 6! 
And he call:4 the Firmament H:aven © 
That which ſeparates between the waters.abaye 
dthe waters below, muſt be called Heaven ; all 
paration and clear diſtinftion - whereby man 
mes to know himſelf to be but man , to wit, a 
ak and ſinful Creafure, whoſe life is mortal, 
io lives 1n darkneſs, through ignorance that'is un 
nz whoſe Beauty and Goemge is like the _ 
tat 
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that flouriſheth on the Field to day, and to m 
row is cut dowp.,, dried up and withered ; wht 
Wiſdom is meter Feoliſhneſs, which perverts| 
. ow Soul ;, ſo that he calls Light Darkneſs, 7 
Darkneſs Light; he takes Good for Evil, '; 
Evil for Good; whoſe Righteouſneſs is abomy 
ble-in the preſence off God, and all underſtand 
man hath of God, who by his only Word crez 
all things of nothing, and in his wifdom: rul 
:and(ordereth all things, and ſubdueth the high 
and proudeſt of his Enemies when he-pleaſet 
for he ſatisfees the bungry with bread, anid fills thin 
ay (with goodthings, and ftnds the rich empty ani 
be ehſts down the mighty from' their | ſeats, 'ana 2: 
the. lowly: and meck.; 7 that by him Kings reigng 


Princes. give 7adgment ; 'the knowledge 'of all 
any'of theſe things is from Heaven ,' much m 


of 'the:Mercies of God in-Jeſns, which only be 
Powred out upon the Son] of man, gives true! 
derſtanding of all thefe things; without this! 
is Breath, even empty. void, without form, 
in confuſion, no light, no ſeparation, no judy 
In righteouſneſs , no-diſcerning between thit 
thatdiffter ; therefore it is ſaid , No [man can! 
geive any thing except it be given him: from abit 
thus that which ſeparates; is of Heaven, 1 
Earth is full of. Confuſion. 8. 
, And#'the Evening and the Morning were the Seca 

F, AN. | _ 1 
- Here eſes,gives an exactand excellent acco 
of the Works of God; © his Glory'is' manifel 
by every days Work. Daviz prays, Lord ta 
= to rumber our days, that we may apply our "hilgf 
rate wiſdom; this is tric wiſdom to- know vify 


ww 
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od ſays toour Souls, what he works in us every 
day, as the Divine exhorts ; Let him that hath an 
ar, hear what the Spirit ſaith to the Churches; not 
what Man faith. Again, David faith , This #s the 
0.4; own doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ; 
his 18 the daythat God hath made, we will be plad,and 
oy therein; the work of God is Day, and brings 
ight and Joy to his Soul ; man's own work brings 
Sadneſs: O 1ſrael, faith the Lord, thy Deftruttion 
s of thy ſelf , thy Salvation is 'of me. And againty 
v keep the Sabbath a. day of Reſt, is not doing 
ans own ways, nor ſeeking his. own will : there- 
ore ſtill calls the Lord upon Man, To day, if thou 
ilt enter into my Reſt, or keep my Sabbath till 
nan ceaſe from his own works , when man believes 
hen he enters into the Reſt of God; to wit, when 
od works Faith in his heart; as here, the firſt 
ay God creates the Light, the ſecond day the 
Irmament, to ſeparate between that which is from 
zlow, and that which is from above : So it is di- 
ine Wiſdom for Man to account how God the 
rſt day forms Chriſt in his Soul, and forms him 
ito the likeneſs of Chriſt, and ſo gives him Life 
d Light; and another day works Repentance, 
aith, Patience, Hope, Joy, Love, Peace, 
one: Suffering, Gentleneſs, Charity, and all other 
e Fruits of God?s Spirit, and ſo from day to day 
Il he work him to the fulneſs of the meaſure of 
eſtature of man in Chriſt, to be- weaned from 
eworld, to decreaſe inthe old Man, to increaſe 
the new'Man, to die to the world, ro be patt- 
it'in tribulation, to worſhip God in Spirit, ro 
Joyce in Chriſt Jeſus, to have no confidence - 
2 tae 
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the Fleſh, that no day paſs but man may ſay thy 
hath God wrought with me this day. 

God ſaid again, Lit the Waters under Heaven b 

gathered ito one place, and et the dry Land ap 
pear, and it was ſo. 

Herein ſtill is manifeſted the Divine Wiſdog 
and Power of God; by his glorious Creation th 
Waters are gathered into one place, there t 
flow and rage, and as it were, threaten the over 
whelming of all things ; but God hath ſet a bound 
unto them ; He hath ſaidto the Sea, thus far ſhal 
thou go, and no further ; an evident Emblem 
Man, how he rages, how he oppreſſes, afflicts and 
perſecutes the Church of God ; yet God ſets hin 
his Limits; he fays, thus far ſhalt thou go, andnt 
further : Thus David puts theſe two together,anl 
ſays, God ſiills the raging of the Sta, andfi 
the madneſs of the People, and as he bound 
the Sea in one place, it cannot enter the bound 
of the Land, unleſs the Lord command it, asil 
the Deluge, when he was pleaſed to drown ti 
whole world for the great iniquity thereof { 
man's Rage is bridled and bound in its own Pplack 
The moſt wicked raging Potentates of the Ear 
muſt not harm , but when he pleaſeth z for wh 
they rage. and take counſel together, he laughel 
them to ſcorn; when he pleaſeth, he will deſtro 
them, even by the meaneſt and moſt contemprtill 
of his Creatures; as Pharaoh by Frogs, Flies, Lid 
.&c. Whence %our Saviour exhorts, Fear ot thi 
that can kill the Body, and can go no further , | 
fear him that can caſt both Body and Soul into Bit 


fire. 
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And let the dry Lard appear, and it was ſo. 

The Waters are given a habitation for Fiſh , 
znd more it rages; more it caſts up Mire and Dirt, 
more they rejoyce init ; Man cannot live in it, but 
y the Command of God the dry Land appears, 
where man enjoys Life and liberty of Breathing, 
ight of the Sun to guide him, Creatures to feed 
1m, to adorn, to beautifie, to exerciſe, to con- 
ent, and fatisfie him ; but while Earth and Wa- 
er was mixt, there was no fit habitation for him, 
hut emptineſs, confuſion and vanity : So the natu- 
al eſtate of man is compared to a Den of filthy 
Beaſts, a Cage of unclean Birds, a defolate Wil- 
lerneſs, where there is is nothing but the Scritch- 
og of Owls, the raging, roaring and ravening of 
teaſts of Prey; while man lives in that eſtate, he 
ies dead in Sins and Treſpaſles, his dark mind is 
altogether ignorant of God, and his Mercies ; but 
jſhen God commands, the Grace appears, the 
Spirit works, Fleſh and Blood appears ſubdued, 
Death is aboliſhed, Life and Salvation brought to 
ight through Jeſus Chriſt, and this is þy the 
ommand of God ; Hecommanded, andit was ſo; 
an profeſſes Righteouſneſs, to be truly pious 
owards God, and charitable amongſt men , but 
t is not fo; the Phariſee ſaid they were the Sons 
df God, but it was not ſo; our Saviour tells them 
hey were of their Father the Devil ;, and Iſrael pro- 
iſes whatever God commands by eſes, they 
7ould do; but the Lord faith, O2that there were 
uch a heart in them: Peter ſaid he would never be 
ftended when Chriſt ſuffered, no, though all 0- 
hers were; nay, he would die with him, but it 
vas not ſo; for preſently he denies him, and for- 
| E 5 : {weareth 
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33 An Expoſition of the 


{weareth, and curſeth, &c. When the Grace 
God appears, then it zeacketh us to deny all ungodij 
neſs, and worldly Luſts, and to live godly, bolily an 


 ſoberly in this preſent evil world : When God con 


mands , Se.h ye my Face, the Soul returns , Tt 
Soul will I ſeek right early : though man waſh wit| 
Nitre and much Sope, yet his Iniquity 1s marke 
before the Lord, engraven with the point of a Di 
amond ; he labours muchin vain, as if the Black 
more would white his Skin, or the Leopard tak 
away his Spots ; but when the Lord undertakes it 
he makes the Blood-thirſty Soul, whoſe Bloods 
as Crimſon or Scarlet, white as Snow, and cleal 
as the wool in Baſhaz; he calls her Beloved, th: 
was not beloved. and gives light to them that (i 
in darkneſs, in the Region of the ſhadow of death; 
yea he commandeth Hell and Death, Sea and 
Grave to deliver up their dead that are in then 
and ſet the captive Soul at Liberty. -" 
And God called the dry Land Earth, and the 6 
thering together of Waters called he the Sea, ani 
God. ſaw that it was good. 

Here 1s the Truth of God, that gives to ever) 
thing its proper Name; he calls not the Churl Libe- 
ral, nor the Nigard Bountiful ; all the Wiſgam ant 
profeſſed Righteouſneſs of the world is on the con- 
Irary; it calls Light Darkneſs, and Darknel 
Light ; it takes Evil for Good, and Good for E 
vil, condemns the Generation of the. Juſt, and 
Ipeaks good of qthe Covetous whom God abhors; 
cas is that which in the Scripture 1s c2lled che Lan 
guage of Canaan, and the Language of Aſhdod: 
tie Word of God,*and what God ſpeaks to tit 
Soul of man, and what he teacheth his Peopleto 
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zeak, is the Language of Canaan t he makes them 
of a pure Language, to ſpeak the truth every 
1an to his Neighbour; but what man ſpeaks 1a all 
umane Wiſdom, in all external Righteouſneſs, 
eligion and Zeal, is the Language of Aſhded; 
isall falſhood and deceit ; for men in Natureare 

ll deceivers and deceived; therefore David faith, 
t God be true, and every man a Liar. Man taught 
fGod, faith,I am a Maſs of Sin,conceived in Iniqui- 
y, brought forth in Sin, there's no good thing 
me, I am the chiefeſt of Sinners, nor ſuſficient 
d one good thought, from the Crown of the 
lead to the Sole of the Foot nothing bur Botches, 
lles, and putrified Sores, the whole Heart is fick, 
nd the whole Head is heavy; but man in Nature, 
nd acquired Abilities, faith, I am wiſe ; yea, as 
udah (aid, I ain, and there is uone other, I ſhall ne- 
er fie Widowhood and Deſolation for ever. Again, 
Veare they that ought ro ſpeak; our Tongnes are 
ir own, who is Lord over us ? as Pharaoh ſaid, Who 
the Lord that 1 ſhould let Iſrael go? as Nebuthad- 
ezzar ſaid, What God can deliver you out of my 
and, So likewiſe he that is taught of God, faith, 
odisgood, and dith good, and is provoked everyday, 
tient, and of long-ſuffering ,, gracious , and full of 
mmpaſſio * but-man in earthly wiſdom ſaith , God 
a bard Maſter, reaping where he ſowed net, and ga- 
vering where he ſirewed nor ;, and lo calls him Baal:, 
ut his People call him. 7; ; thus God only, or 
an by the wiſdom of, God, calls everything by 
S own name; and this, is good , and God ſeeth it 
d be good ; while man kaows not the Earth to be 
arth, he takes it for Heaven, 4nd makes his reſt- 
s-place there; as Tyreand _ made their Neſts | 
& ml 
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40 An Expofition of the 
in the Clefts of the Rock, man calls his Houſe 
Lands after his own Name, and thinks his Mem 
rial ſhall endure for ever; ſo he takes the Devilt 
be God, and worſhips him ; another makes | 
Belly his God, as the luxurious; and the coi 
tous idolizeth his Riches, and bleſſeth himſelf 
his great Plenty; ſaying, Soul, eat andarink, 
te nerry thou haſt much gocds laid up for many yea 
all theſc- becaufe he knows them nor by their rip| 
Name, but efteems them everlaſting Treaſun 
but Pal ſaith, Truſt not in uncertain Riches ;, a 
again he faith, Gcd forbid I ſhould rejoyce in « 
thing, bit in the Croſ: of Chriſt, whereby 1 die dk 
to the world, andthe world to me : This only is got 
that man know every thing by its own Name, th 
all things under the Sun are Vanity and Vexatit 
of Spirit; that Man, the chief of God's Creature 
is lighter and vajner than Vanity it ſelf; thatl 
truſt not jn the Arm of fleſh ; and though Ric 
come in well got. that he fer not his heart upt 
them, but give his heart to God, and love hit 
and ſerve him, worſhip, honour and defire him 
bove all; yea, and nothing but him z therefc 
Abraham call*d him his Shield and Buckler, anal 
exceeding great Reward : and David calls him 
Rock, and Tower, the H.rn alſo of hu Salvatian, i 
Lefenoe and mighty Deliverer, &C. 
And Ged ſaid, Let the Earthbring forth Grd 
the Herb yielding Sced, andthe Fruit-tree yu 
ing fruit Gfter his kind, whoſe ſeed is in 1 ſi 
tponthe Earth, and it was ſo. 

Thus God mapifeſts his Glory, that the 
Farth ſhall not be barren, evcxy Creature ſhalll 
fruitful by the V ord of his Power, and _ 2 

14 
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ſe lneſs ſhall continue for ever; for every thing 
hat he creates, muſt have power to prcduce the 

vil ke Seed in it ſelf after his kind ; ſo there*s no. 
efeCt in this work, it cannot be aboliſhed ; as the 
cofWarth, ſo the Soul of Man is barren, till he look 
pon it, and command it to bring forth ; as is ſet 
, «Forth in Ezekie's Viſion of dry Bones; and behold 
caWbcy were very dry, faith he'; yet by the power of 
rioWis Command, they ſtand up an Army of /sving 
ue ; and the Soul thathe quickens, hath the living 
 aff$ecd in it ſelf; that man cannot live to himſelf and 
 aWis own Luſts, but to the Praiſes of God ; he 
Wrings forth Patience, and Experience, and Bro- 
"008ﬀherly Kindneſs , Love, Joy, Peace, Meeknelſs, 
temperance, Faith , Hope, Charity, and every 
at irtue, abounding inall Goodneſs, that he may 
ure known to be the Child of God : ſo that though: 
at We be often overcome by the Temptations of Sa- 
coW2n, oppreſſed with the Cares of the World; ſub-. 
up ued with divers Luſts, that he lies like the Dove 
hinWlead among the potſherds, and as the Lilly ſmo- 
imAWhered among Thorns, as the Earth lies in winter 
founder Froſt and Cold, Ice and Snow yet the 
d Earth hath its Seed in it ſelf by this Command. of 
1 [WG od, that all its Plants revive and flouriſh in the 
;, BÞprings ſoin Man's Soul, in all theſe Deſertions, 
Wehe holy Seed is the Life thereof, it hath a Sap 
14880vithin it; the Sun ſhall not burn it by day, ner the 
Loon by night ; but that after Temptations, Af- 
/iictions, and Tribulations, it brings forth more 
glorions Fruit ; the Trial of Faith is more preci- 
 cqous than Gold that. is purified ſeven times in the 
il Furnace; ſo that in life and death he brings forth 
« Praiſes to -God , Hcſanna and Allelujab for ever, 
on even 


* 
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e Earth, and Iſlands; 


even from the ends of all th 
the Sea. Rel +. 
And the Earth brought forth Graſs, and- Hi | 
yrielaing Seed. and the Tree bearing fru.t, whi 
Scedis init ſelf,, after his kind ; and God / 
that it was good. 2 
_ Here?s not only written it was. ſo; but it is.q 
preſt ar full, that the Earth brought forth accaud 
ing to God's Command, to ſhew the Abſoaluteny 
of his Power in the Earth ; that thexe?s not a gra 
pile grows, but by his Command ; and by h 
Command the whole Earth is covered with exceet 
ing variety of Herbs, Shrubs, Plants, ſome bea 
tiful,. ſome fruitful, ſome healthful, ſome dang 
rous, ſome good Corn, ſome Weeds and Tare 
all for the Uſe and Exerciſe of Man, that in a 
that are pleaſant and profitable, he may be trig 
whether he will be taken with ſenſual Delight 
and give up his Mind to Pleaſures and Profits, an 
ſo become a Servant enſlaved to the things cre: 
ted for his Service, and bring Chaw's Curie up0 
him, and worſhip and ſerve the Creature mon 
than the Creator, who is God bleſſed for ever, 
his heart will be enlarged and drawii out by God! 
Bounty in the Creature, to praiſe the Creator with 
a joyful Spirit, and that by the dangerous thing 
which are pleaſant to the ſight, and ſome delight 
ful to the Taſte, he may have a warning to bewatt 
of the Snares of Sin, and Temptations of Satal 
that are ever hid under delightful Baits, to with 
draw his Aﬀectivns,. alienate his Mind , and ha: 
den his Heart from the Fear of God, unto I 


* 
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| - And Ged. ſaw that it was Good. 
How doth God rejoyce in doing gaod for man ; 
at. all things of the earth, even the graſs and 
»wers thereof, gives a teſtimony of God and his 
zodneſs ; yea of his Deity,even of his divine good- 
ſs, wiſdom, and power; that the inviſible 
ings of God may be underſtood, and clearly ſeen, 
the things that he hath creared, and the wicked 
ay be left without excuſe, and his Seryants may 

all the creatures of God to praiſe God with 
em, as in the Song of the three Children. 

And the Evening and the Morning were the- 

third Day. | 

Thus continues every faithfull Soul to keep a 
cord of every appearance of God ; the Prophet 
clares often, what day, month and year, the Vi- 
pn was given them from God; the mercifull vi- 
ations of God have ſuch a power upon the ſoul , 
at it cannot forget them ; therefore X4o/es com- 
ands Iſrael to remember the night God brought 
em forth out of Egypt; and Davidrecords ſo 
ily what he did at the red-Sea, in the Land of 
an, 1n the wilderneſs,at the bitter waters , at the 
docks of Meribah, and Moſes commands that 
ey ſhould tell them to their Children, and they 
futhre generations. When Gods power appears 
the creatures weakneſs, as here, to make the 
rren earth fruitfull, it adds another day of God: 
be Recorded; that we let not his benefits ſlip 
t of our mind, as in 1/7aePs ſtraits 3t the red-Sea, 
oſes faith, Srand ſtill and ſee the Ealvation of God. 
d when the Diſciples hearing Cariſts Doctrine, . 
efound to fay, Who vhen can be ſaved ? he faith , 
at which 1s impoſſible to man, #5 poſſible to God, "= 
the 


O 
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the Apoſtle recordeth , when man was weak , in 
time Cbrift died for us. And again, even when 
were dead in (ins and treſpaſſes he quickened wu. 
David, without our aid he made us. So Daniel ht 
forth Chriſt , Who # the power and wiſdom of G 
by a ſtone hewen out of the Mountain without han 
And David faith ofhim, This is the day of God, 
will be glad and rejoyce init, this is the Lords own 
ing, andit 1s Wonderfull in our eyes. 
14. And God ſaid let there be light in the firman 
Heaven, to divide the day from the night, and 
them be for Signs and for Seaſons, and for ( 
and for years. 
Thus God eſtabliſheth all things in Order, 
createth-lights to enlighten the dark earth, he 
them in the firmament of Heaven, the earth n 
be dark in it ſelf , this darkneſs muſt have its ti 
to appear, even the night, yet that night n 
have its light, tho? dark ones ; ſo that there n 
be comfortable nights and uncomfortable, ſad, 1 
Pleaiant nights ; yet the moſt lightſom and pk 
fant nights are nothing to the day ; and all 
lights are gone and cannot appear, nonor are 
ver defired when the day appears; ſo glorious 
the light of the day.. Yet this day muſt be ſubj 
to darkneſs, miſts, clouds, ſhowrs, Eclipſes, Lig| 
nings and Thunders; ſo it is with man : here 
that excellent Allegory , as David ſaith, the Hi 
vens deslare the glory of God,&c. mans natural ell: 
is dark, yea th2 Apoſtle calls it darkneſs, and! 
figured out in Egypts palpable darkneſs; ſo 
Prophet ſaith, gcoſs darkneſs covereth the pt 
ple; yet this hath-its lights, Wiſdom, Prudenc 
Reaſon, Policy, Laws, Judgments, _ 0 

| inance 
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ances. O how theſe flouriſh in the dark igne- 
mind of man, glorying and boaſting of great 
hteouſneſs, knowledg, zeal, devotion, as the 
2n and Stars flouriſh onthe night, till that one- 

t of the day the Sun draw near, then are they 
rone, not one to be found ; thus Perer faith, you 
ea more ſure word of Prophecy, unto which 

3 do well to wait, as unto a light that ſhines in a 
k place, till the day dawn and the day-ſtar a- 

> in your hearts. So afſoon' as that Day-Star 
riſt Jeſus ariſeth in your ſoul, where is mans 
dom ? The Wiſe, the Scribe, the Diſputer of 
world, are all found fools. W:/dom periſheth 

m the prudent , and counſel fromthe man of under- 
ding. Laws, Precepts, Statutes are too weak ; as: 

> Apoſtle faith, what the Law could not do in that 
vas weak , by reaſon of the fleſh, .and the Prophet 
th, Wo to them their fear 15 taught by the precepts 
men. Arid again, Ordinances and Traditions 
riſh with the uſing ; and why are the Moon and 
ars darkened on the day time, they are lights 
eated of God, and ordained to give light ; it?s 
tt their weakneſs , but it?s the glorious fulneſs of 
e brightneſs of the light of the Sun; it needs 
dt their help, it comes forth as a Bridegroom out 
his chamber, and all rejoyce to ſee it; and it 
joyceth as a Gyant torun its courſe, it overcomes 
I, miſts and darkneſs are driven away, Moon and 
tars are obſcured, fire cannot burn where it ſhi- 
th, nor candles give light; but it enlightens 
7ery dark corner. So God hath' given man wiſ- 
ome, prudence, policy, but thy muſt rule on 
ie earth in the affairs of the wor id ;, ſo he gave-un- 
d 1jrael glorious Laws and Statutes, but they _ 

| adde 
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added becauſe of tranſgrefſion, till the promj 
feed ſhould come ; his word is full of prey 
Rules and Leſfons'; but it's for the people of 
wrath, to whom;he ſpeaks with ſtammering 
and a ftrange tongue, and his word is precept; 
on precept;line upon line, &c.till they go back; 
ftumble and fall. And why are all theſe gifts 
appearances of God ſo ſhort and in. vain, by 
cauſe 'of the glory of the Son of God, for it pl 
fed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwe 
therefore the Cherubims muſt have two wing 
veil their faces ; upon every glory there muſth 
defence, -:. 711; | TN 

Moſes was glorious in 1/:ael,but as a ſervant, 
a witneſs to the things that ſhould be ſpoken af 
but Chriſt as a Son, the Builder of the houſe, fi 
born, and;making free all that believe in him; 
Law is glarious,' good, holy and ſpiritual but g 
an Adminiſtration of condemnation , and deal 
which is aboliſhed at the coming of Chriſt. H 
much more glorious is the adminiſtration of lifeq 
righteouſneſs chat: endures for ever? this is 
righteouſneſs 'without the: Law, | witneſled by t 
Law and the Prophets, extended unto all,and up 
all that believe, the fulneſs of him that filled all 
all; in him is life, and that life is the light 
men; by abiding:;in him we bring forth fruit, wit 
out him we can do nothing, in him. there 1s neat 
Circumciſian nor uncircumciſion, &c. but bt 
all invall,, he is made of God unto us widen 
Righteouſneſs,” Santtification and Redemptiat 
In- him-we are 'i1}:d with joy and peace in bel 
ving, by him the ®ciſon doors, gates of braſs, al 
bars of Iran, 'are broken open; and the Captiv 
. foulis ſet at liberty ; all broken hearts are comfol 


= 
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d,cven all that mourn; the tears are wiped from 
eyes, the feet are eſtabliſht, and'all goingsare 
dered, and the baniſhed are brought again to 
21 with everlaſting joy, crowns of joy upon their 
ds. He was made fleſh and dwelt among ns., 
id we ſaw his glory as the glory of the onely be- 
dtten Son of God, full of grace and truth, and of 
5 fulneſs have all we received,and grace for grace. 
r ſaith the Evangeliſt, The Lai indeed was given 
Moſes, but Grase and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt. 
et nevertheleſs this day hath-its darkenings, this 
y hath its interruptions, 'this life hath its ſick and 
eak fits, every Chriſtian 'Soul is:exerciſed under 
vers temptations, afflictions, tribulations, deſer- 
ons, back-ſlidings,. &c.':' that he may be tryed 
id: purified 'as gold: im the Furnace ; the day of 
dyerfity is a School unto him, for.God caulerh 
| things to. work together for his good, and many 
ith the Prophet;are the troubles of the Righteous, hiut 
e Lord delivereth him out of all. And thus he learns 
d know his own: weakneſs, and whar need - he 
ath; of Gods mercies from day to day, and to ſee 
& manifold aſſaults of Satan, -and: toftand faſt.in 
ith, and quit himſelf like a man,'girt about with 
tt whole armour of God, thar he may reſiſt Satan 
ll hefly. For after we believe we: have need of 
atience, for Satan will winnow: us like wheat ; 
ere is: the patience of the Saints, ſaith the Divine, 
7e expect an external fullneſs of joys incearth,tem- 
ral comforts,&c. but the Son of man bath not where . 
p layhis head, wants adverſities 21d troubles in- 
ard and outward, are upon us, here isthe try- 
| whether the ſeed be ſown inFard,ſftony or thor- 


J-ground,. or in good:ground ; whether we re- 
tain 
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tain or forſake our firſt love, for the Saints are; 
rayed in white. Rayment, for they are coy 
through the great tribulation, and: have waff 


their garments and made, them white in the bly 


of the Lamb, therefore are they in the preſence 
God and behold his face continually : and this( 


vides between the day and the night ; by this 


Chriſtians know in what darknels, ſinfulnefs, ipy 
rance, errer, laſt, folly, lies and vanity, he hath| 
ved and ſpent his former days, in rioting and dry 
kenneſs, Chambering and wantonneſs, luſt x 
envying, of which he is now aſhamed ; to thi 
that his Belly was his God, he gloried in his ſha 
and minded earthly things, but now the dayj 
dawned and he is become light in the Lord. 


' todie ta him is gain,. and to live. is Chriſt; throy 


whom he brings forth the preſent fruit of right 


_ ouſneſs, and this righteouſneſs is not in meatal 


drink, obſerving a day, or not obſerving , weati 
white or black, or any form of garments, no noti 
any external form of worſhiping, geſtures or a 
ons of the body, ſighing, whining, finging, -vat 
ting, or. the like ; but in offering /up Body Sd 
and Spirit; a holy quick and acceptable facrile 
unto God ; not through any external holineſs, 
the Virgin the Kings daughter is all glorious wit 
in, but in the ſizht of all the daughters of Fer 
lem, even all external Profeſſors of the word al 
worſhipers of God, ſhe is black, the Spouſe , 


. Lambs wife is arrayed with ſuch garments, as 
Lord and B:idgroom hath given her ; and then 


fore all the wiſc.and Righteous of the world kne 


her not, approvether nor, but hate and perſecw 
her and her child; rhis is the night, the Rs 


j 
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, pride, envy, bitterneſs, fornication and-adul- 
ry, Idolatry, Schiſm, Hereſie, hunting afcerand. 
rſecuting the bloud of the Righteous; but the 
y is the time of joy, peace, love, meeknels, lo1g- 
fering, temperance, ſobernefs, chaftity, and all 
anner of Serving the Lord, in ſincerity and ſym- 
thizing, with ſinfull Souls in charity and humi- 

, and giving up himſelf continually unto God , 

d the guidance of his holy Spirit; not ſeeking 
zſelf but the good of others, not doing his own, 
[1 but ſubmitting to the will of God, with his 
ole heart in all things. Again, the night,or for 
an to live in himſelf , is a time for the works of. 
rkneſs, and to live in fear and bondage all-his. 
ys; but the day, or for man to live in Chriſt , 

o appearin the light, and to bring forth fruits; 
love, and to obtain yictory through the bloud of 
heavenly Teſtament, ro be more then conque-! 
$; that neither life nor death, peril, ſword,. 
kedneſs, or any other affliftion, can ſeparate 

> ſoul from the love of Jeſus, through whom;he. 
umpheth gloriouſly over Sin and Death, Hell - 
] Grave. O death where is thy ſting, O grave where © 
hy viffory; and thus the lights placed in the fir-, 
ment, are for ſigns and ſeaſons, and daysand.. 
Irs; not ſtzns of wars and broils in the world , -- 
ich to know or foreknow, avails not the Chrifti- : 
foul; which to direct inſtrutt and comfort,-all -; 
> Scriptures are written; but even as when ſtars 
pear, and Moon ſhines, though rhey be lights. 
UL given of God, yer it's a cert: in fign of the 
pht-ſeaſon ; but when all theſe a' 2 vaniſhed and -. 

Sun is riſen, or the day but d .wned,it is an in- ' 
lidle fign is day-time ; ſo when wiſdom, Doe 


j 
dy 
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licy,. reaſon, laws, precepts, &c. rule with mz 
and man glories in them, though they be lights 
ven of God, yet it's a certain ſign of an evil $& 
fon, man lives in himſelf and is dead in fins 
treſpaſſes , and the days of the years of his lifeq 
few andevil ; Sin and Folly, Luſt, Pride, lies, a 
vanity fule in his heart , but when all theſe are 
tin&b, and Chriſt Jeſus alone rules in his heat 
It's an infallible ſign fhat the night is paſt, andy 
_ day is come; the harveſt isended, the warfare 
cotnpliſhed , life and ſalvation 1s brought to lig 
the voice of joy and gladneſs is in Righteous me 
dwelling, the Lord hath falfilled his time mi 
length of 'years, and days of peace. Ws 
15. And let them be for Lights in the Firmand 
of heaven, to give light upon the earth, and it was 
Hete is holden forth their place and their uk 
they are placed in heaven, man hath nothis wiſda 
&c. from himſelf, not in himſelf; z 5s the gift 
God; therefore ſome are born Ideots, ſome me 
of underſtanding, ſome of great wiidom fall ni 
madneſs, melancholy.- phrenſte, ſenſeleſsnels, 6 
God hath ſeveral ways to deprive him of hisu 
derſtanding that glories in it ; ſo every good 
comes from avove. from the father of lights, 
through his goodneſs given to give light in t 
earth, not only to man that hath it; but thatt 
wiſe may inſtru@ the fimple, and the fulnels 
one , may ſupply the defect in another ; that ml 
may. be a faithful ſteward and diſpenſer of the ih 
ches that God Nath beſtowed upon. him ; that nun 
.may have want, nor none over; but as ſel 
the commezndtaen. of the Lord appointed, ifl 
Eamb ſlain was too mnch for the family, _ 
\ Wn, | 21 
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family ſhould be counted ; fo all the gifts of God, 
are for the publick good of the earth , wherein 
every man is appointed to do goed, to put forth 

is talent for his Lords advantage, and not to glut 
imſelf , and bear rule and lord it over his fellow- 
ſervants z but to wait for his Lords coming in faith 
and patience; and the Lord commanding, it was 
ſo; therefore though all the wit of man be bent 
arainſt the Lord and bis Chriſt, yet he that dwells in 
eaven I.uphs them to ſcorn; they would have 
heir wiidom, reaſon &c. to rule on the day, to, 
wit, in things pertaining to the ſouls {alvation ; 
but God hath given them to rule in the affairs of 
he world, and things pertaining to this preſent 
ite; ſo they would have the law to regulate their 
ouls in the ways of righteonſneſs, but God hath 
idded it becauſe of tranſgreſſion, to condemn fin 
and ſinner, to ſtop every mouth, and plead every 
eart guilty, and conclude all under in, that all 
may be ſaved meerly by grace, and regulate by the 
oly Ghoſt given into their hearts through Chriſt 
Jeſus: They would have it to be righteouſneſs, 
0 obſerve ordinances,and obey precepts, and rales 
ven in the Scripture, but they alchouzh given in 
he letter, - yer are they ſpiritual; and therefore-all 
arnal obedience of them is hypocriſie, and the 
piritual obſervation and obedience is faith in 
briſt, without which 'vain and impoſſible is the 
ommandment ; ſo they would not have Chriſt to 
ule alone , and faith in him to be ſufficient; bur 
ne lightof the Sun is for the day and afſoon as it 
mes, all other lights are dared ; fo they that 
ml betruly wiſe, righteous, or holy, maſt be found 
um, not having their own righteouſ;eſs, wh-c1 46 
| E2 . of 
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of the Law; but the righteouſneſs of God which 
faith in Chriſt. | | | 
16. And God made two great lights, the preath 
light to rule the day, and the Ieffer light to rleth 
miht, he made the ſtars alſo. __ 
This mighty work of God in ſeparating light 

- from' darkneſs, night from day, and appointin 
them their bounds, and their diſtinct rules and gy; 
naments, figuring out, the natural and degens 
rate eſtate of man; as it is plain by the ſcriptures 
the Prophet complains, that man takes light fy 
dakneſs, and darkneſs fer light. Our Saviour him 
ſelf tells us, that we /cve darkneſs rather ther: light 
and well net come to the light, leſt our deeds ſhould 
reproved : The Apcſtle uſeth the ſame figure; y 

. were ſumeatimes darkneſs, ow light inthe lord, thi 
man is ſo ignorant of , and oppoſite to it by 
tere, that tie ſpirit of God ſetterh it; out often ow! 
that he may ſhev? unto us how needful it,is for ma 
to know it aright; and though it be fuch as even 
man thinks he knows well enongh;- who knows nd 
the night from the day ? ſo who knows not the un 
righteous from the righteous? but man 1s deceived 
for he judzeth by what he ſees, or hears, or colt 
ccives, or by outward appearance ; therefore oil 
Saviour ſaith, 7udg not bythe outward appearanth 
but Fudg righteos Fudgmert ;, And the Apoltle faith 
Eye hath nut ſcen, nor ear heard, neither hath st enti 
rea into the heart of man to conceive the things thi 
God bath 1:id un for them th..t leve him, but God hd 
revealed it by hw 'pirit ;, and the ſpirit is given inf 

our hearts by the Sn, and received by faith; al 
thus the holy ſpitit figures it out here; the 5 
r:les oy day,-20d beauties and adorns it, and el 
- ; P ) 
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zels clouds, miſts, vapors , all oppoſition, and 
pives light tothe'whole Creation of God, and flls- 
he earth with fruits, and every creature with com- 
ort ; man goes chearfully to his labour, cattel to 
heir food, and fouls of the air fill the skie with . 

heir pleaſant notes, ſinging joyfully, when they 

arewarmed with thg heat, and comforted with the 
ight.of the Sun : The Moon ſhines beautifully in 
he night, as if it would out-go' the Sun in 

rrightneſs ; and yet the light of it is but darkſom 
n compariſon with the Sun : The ftars are added 

houſands upon thouſands, * endleſs 'in number, 

pread over all the skie to beautifie the night ; yet 
all is nothing in compariſon of the beauty of the 
day given by the Sun alone ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt is ſent 
rom the boſom of the Father, ro give lite and 
ight to them that ſave in darkneſs, and in the region of 
he ſhadow of death ;, and he i rhe m:diator of the hea- 
penly covenant ; he rules alone in the regenerate , 
he children of light; there muſt nothing be. joy- 

ned with him ;, he is mad: of God unto us wiſdom,and 
ighteouſneſs, ſanttification and redemption, it pleaſed 
he Father that in him ſhould alt fulneſs dwell , if any 
de circumciſed ,, Chriſt ſhall profft him nothing ;. if 
any be juſtified by the law, he is fallen from grace, 
here muſt be no help; he treads the wine preſs a- 

one, he ſpeaks in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave, 
e fills the heart withjoy and peace in believing , 

e makes the blind, even born-blind, to ſee, the 

deaf to hear, the lame to go, yea even to leap and 
lance for joy and gladneſs of heart, and the tongue 
ff the ſtammerer to ſpeak perf- ly, and adorns 
ne ſoul with all graces.,love, jc 7, peace, meekneſs, 

200g ſuffering, gentleneſs, &c. fruits of the ſpi- 
| | F 2 Tit; - 
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Tit; thus is he ſufficient to the ends of the e 

and Ijlands of th: Sea; far and near he hath proc 
med peace. hiſſing for the flee of Egypt, and the. 
ef Aſſur, that the knowledg of God may cover the fu 
of the earth, as the water cover the 'Seas;, andtl 
fear of God, which is the beginning of wiſdom 
may be eſtabliſhtin the ſoul ;ut the law is give 
ro man in the fleſh, in weak nature, and Moſei 
the mediator of it, a faithful ſervant to 1/ral 
to bring them out of the land of captivity, in 
the wilderneſs, but cannot enter into Canaan, ti 
land of fulneſs, of peace and liberty ; 'yet ma 
will glory in this and compare it to'the Son( 
God ; yea, ſet it above him for active righteod 
neſs; and to this is added all natural wiſdom, ab 
lity of Sciences, diſcerning of reaſon, {triftneſsq 
Zeal, purity of devotion, charitable actions, pin 
intentions, devout exerciſes, in which thing mi 
invents thouſand upon thouſand ways, that he mi 
ieem holy, and obtain fame and great repert, ewe 
praiſes of men : But what is the end ofa!l ? hel 
zwo fold mere the child of the Devil; all his wiſdd 
is focliſhnefs in the" fight of God, his zeal hypo 
Criſie, his prayers abominable, and al] his rights 
cuſneſs as filthy as a menſtruous cloath ; his miſ 
aczge af unclean birds, a den of filthy beaſts, frott 
the crown of the head to the ſoles of the feet he! 
Tull of botches, and boils, and filthy corruption, 
putrified fores. | 

 HndGodſet themin the firmament of heaven © 
to ,nvelight wmpontke carth. | 
Hence is ſet t.*th in full and plain words tit 
ordinance of God, for what end he fet the Sul) 
Noon and Stars in the firmament, even tg oy 
| | 18k 
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zht upon the earth, and forno other end, as per- 
zining to man in what other way they {hall'glo-. 
fie God, is not expreſt in the ſcriptures ;. and 
erefore concerns not man to know; but how ma- 

inventions hath man to turn them to other ends? 

them he will foreknow the event of wars, the 
hange of kingdoms, the variety of weather, the + 
earth of corn, the death of catte], the diſeaſes, 
nd recovery, life and death of man; thus the wit 
f man perverts every thing from God?s ordi- 
ance, and feeks after that which only belongs to 

od, even the foreknowledg of things to come, 
nd to this he is inſtigated by the Devil, that he 
ay be like God, and ,not as man on the earth , 
hat ſtands in need of light from heaven ; 1n this 
niſdom Fannes and Fambres withſtood Moſes and 
he Magicians and Aſtrologers.of Egypr hardned 
he heart of Pharaoh ;. for they wrought the le 
niracles as Moſes did; and this wiſdom man de- 
ights in, even ſuch as is found by mans ſtudy and 
earching; for he. cannot believe as Solomon did , 
hat God will give it to him by prayer ; and when 
niracles are wrought, oh then he thinks there is - 
jo gainſaying, but it muſt needs be the power of 

od ; but. Moſes warneth us concerning that , f 
here ariſe up a Prophet , or a Dreamer &C. and give 
beea ſign or wonder , and that ſign or wonder come to 
ſs, yet regard it not, for God ſuffereth many ſuch 
hings to prove thee , whether thou love'the Lord thy 
ed with all thy heart, So our Saviour ſaith, ye wall 
ve believe except ye ſee ſigns and won [ers and againz 
leſſed ts he that hath not ſeen, and jet believeth; for 
that loves God; regards not! ing but his word , 


Ind that is the heavenly lanthorn, that gives light 
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56 - An Expoſitton of the 
ro his feet , asthe Sun, Moon, and Stars x 

ſerio the fi: mament of heaven, to give light up 
the earth: the earth hath nolight in it ſelf; 4 

it he enlightned by any other means ? this i is ef 
b iſh-d by God, it cannot be altered ; ſo the wc 
of G-d 1s eive:ii andeſtabliſhed; to be ſufficiem 
make the man of God perfett, even w:ſe unto ſulvg 


.on l'avid glories , that by it he was wiſer" th 


hi teachers; than the” ancient, than his enemije 
this ':tled 7 remiah with might, and ElLhu wi 
vi:derſtanding, above thoſe aged men, from wh 
he expected to hear ſome inſtruction ; and whe 
the word hecame fleſh, and dwelt among 1s, even | 
ſus Chr.ft, rhe living word, then he is made qh 
whole and abſolute alone Teacher of the Church 
and all are commanded to hear him; becauſei 
bim alone the Father is well plaſed; ſo that th 
Tigtt that is in man is darkneſs, his wiſdom is ol 
I;, an1 no man wult reach hes brother or neig hbi 
the kh owl: dge of God, for a" ſhallkn w him fo up 
leaſt tr th: D. ,e:teſt; for thy ſhall be alltayiy bt of Gi 
far 1.0 man hath brown God at any time, but 1h: ſa 
ard he to whom the [un will reveal him. This i Is light 
eſtabliſht in heaven, even in the living word, th 
ſ6n, that is in the boſume of the father; thi 
Ch1rch of God muſt have no light in or by any6 
ther way or means; therefore the Apoſtle faith 
po pk cs of faith which we preach, ſaith 6 
iſe. ſay not in thy heait who ſhall go to heaven 
hs Chrz/i aown ,, or who ſhall go 10 hell, to fad 
Coriji up, 'but i is: Zhriſt in the boſome of the 
ther , and by fa. vin the heart of the believer , 
he is eſtabliſht; to. give light to the ſaints on tif 


| earth, that he faith, bz that. believeth on me, | 
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not walk in darkneſs, but bath the light of everlaſting 
ife abiding in him 5, «yet 10 that if man cometo glo- 
ryinit, he is withdrawn and man falls into folly, 
and troubles comes upon him; as David, when 
od had thus made his mountain ſtrong, he ſaid, 
ſhall never be moved; God turned away his face 
and he was troubled, that his ſoul refuſed com- 
ort; therefore as the earth is in great darkneſs 
hen Sun, Moon and Stars do not appear, and as 
tis but a darkſom night, like light when the lighr 
pf the Sun js intercepted, though the Moon and 
houſands of ſtars ſhine moſt brightly,” ſo groſs 
darkneſs covers the people, when that light given 
pf God , even Jeſus, doth not illuminate the ſoul 
ith true knowledge, ſhining from the boſom of 
he father, to the heart of a Believer, that it be 
ot any thing that man hath attained, or which 
jan ſuppoſeth to be given him of God, bur it?s the 
tivine love of God ,. whereby man is-choſen and 
aken out of the world , made of a ſinner, a ſon 

f God, and lives in the light. 

3. Andto rule over the Day, and over the Night, 
andto divide the. Light from the Darkneſs, and 
God ſaw that it was good. 2 
Though all this be ſpoken to before, yet this ite- 

ation of it by the Holy Ghoſt, ſignifies it to be a 
atter of conſequence for the inſtrution of man, 

nd needful to be diligently regarded ; and the- 

um of it lies in this, That the Lights from Hea- 
en muſt rule ; the Day and the Night muſt have 

0 eſtabliſhment in themſelves, br c as the Lights 

f Heaven do role over them by/.30d's Appoint- 
ent, and divide them one fro.a the other, other- 
ſe all earthly things tend to their old con ore 

a 


58 An Expoſitton ofthe . 
and deftruQion; therefore alſo God ſaw that iii 
was good ; for his Goodneſs is communicated 
his Creation, by his Ordinances and Appain 
ment, to preſerve the Creature from ruining j 
ſelf: So with man, by his own Wiſdom het 
headlong to perdition, breaks all Bonds, perver 
the Truth of God, and turns it to a Lie, abuſe 
all the Gifts of God, corrupts all his Ways, lit 
tothe wild Aſs in the wilderneſs, haſtens to 
ſtrution ;- therefore God puts a hook in\his Ng 
ftrils, and a Bit in his Jaws, and brings him hat 
by a way that he hath not known; and that is by 
way of ſubjection , that the Light of God, en 
Jeſus, may rule over him, that he may no md 
rejoyce inthe ways of his own heart, or works 
his own hand; but that he may rejoyce that þ 
King cometh, that a Branch of the Stem of 74 
ruleth, that the Lion of the Tribe of «dab hat 
prevailed, that the Captives of $707 are brony 
again, and the Shout of a King is in the midſt 
them. O howaverſe is the Mind of Man to tt 
in Nature ! Pride and Folly reigns in his Heart, at 
therefore he would be King and Lord alone ; ye 
Lucifer*s Pride is in his heart, that he exalts hin 
ſelf above all that is called God, in Heaven andi 
Earth; but God that is good, communicates 1 
goodneſs,and caſts down all that is high and havyl 
ty in Man, and brings every thonght into ſubjel 
on, unto the obedience of Jeſus, even willing | 
ſuffer at the 2thers pleaſure, not ro/do his off 
will, but the w. I of the heaventy. Father : Tin t 
the Light of Gou *ules over man both night MP. 
day, and divides betwixt that which is of Goglif # 
and that which is of man ; for man in his prop - 
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nd folly would ruine himſelf, and doth caſt him- 
If into Captivity ; for pride goeth before the 
xl, and a haughty mind before deſtruction ; but 
56d preſerves theJowly in heart, and gives grace 
>the humble and meek; therefore he ſaith, O 7/- 
xl, thy deſtruftion is of thy ſelf, thy ſalvation is of 
e: and God ſaw that this was good, that when no- 
ing but evil was left in man, it ſhould be redu- 
d to goodneſs, and eſtabliſh*d there by the-good- 
[5 of God, andall mans ſeeming goodneſs ſhould 
ediſcovered to be evil, his wiſdom to be fooliſh- 
sf, his light to be darkneſs, afid a perfet diviſi- 
1 ſhonld be made; to ſeparate that which is of 
an, from that which is of God, for eyer. | 
g. And the Evening and the Morning were the 

fourth Day. 

Thus Day and Night bear witneſs to the good- 
{5 of God powred forth upon the Earth; that 
re isno time wherein God ceaſeth to do good 
the midſt of the Eartb, that every Creature 
ay partake of his goodneſs, and be ſatisfied, that 


1 may have the Creatures as a large Volume, 


1 every Line whereof, he may behold rhe free 10- 
ng kindneſs, and bountifulneſs, and fatherly 
dodneſs of God to man, that man may learn both 
ight and day to praiſe God for his goodneſs , 
at he may fay he 1s created, ſuſtained and pre- 
rved, and from all fears and deſtruttions redeem- 
l, that he may live only to the praife of his good- 
ls, and give up his Body, Soul and Spirit whol- 
| tohis Setvice. , | 
0, And God ſaid , Let the Wa'.rs bring forth 4- 

burdantly the moving Creature that hath Life, and 

Fowls that my fiy above the Earth in the ojen Fir- 

mament of Heaven. : Thus 
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6o An Expoſition ofthe 
Thus God proceeds in every thing to ſhewhj 

Power; the Water ſo flaid, that never ſtandet 

but in Ponds and Lakes that are groſs and filthy 

the Air, that is light, and cagnot be weighed, 
handled, yet all are ſubject to his Power, and brig 
forth Creatures in wonderful variety, at his Con 
mand, that it may plainly appear not to be th 
nature of the Creature, but the Word of the Ce 
ator; the Water that is fluid, brings forth-man 

Creatures, various in form and ſybſtance, andy; 

every one hath a fixt , and not a fluid nature; th 

Air, that is light, yer brings forth manife 

Fowls, and all of fome ponderouſneſs ; ſo whe 

God commands the Soul dead in Treſpaſles a 

Sins, flowing in Iniquity, and floating in Vanih 

captivated under Sin and Folly, muſt bring for 

works of Righteouſneſs: fruits of Faith, mani 
; ſtations of the power of the living God, to gl 
rite his Name-upon the Earth, and ſound outh 

Praiſes even to the Skies. 

21. AndGod created great Waales, and every liun 
thing which moveth, which the Water brought fo 
abundantly after their kind, and every winged Fi 
"od his kind, and God ſaw that it was good. 

Tere is as it were a repetition of the ſame thinz 
yet neceſlarily expreſt, to ſhew that the Wat: 

and the Air brought not forth theſe Creatures x 

cidentally , or outof any natural quality in then, 

as it might ſeem, becauſe the floating waters bri 
forth floating Creatures,that live floating in it, al 
cannot live ia ;.1y other Element; fo the light Al 
brings fogth 1i;'1t Creatures , that delight tot 
wafcing to and fic init, and cannot rejoyce 11 all 
other place or ſtate;yet had they not beea butoy 
| $5221 Lohan Arne jw thatgs or 
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Difficult Texts in Geneſis. 6&6: 
rord of God ;, and by that, as faith the Text, God 
reated them. Which is to ſay, made them of no- 

ing; ſo that there was not as much as a (Potentia 
rima) as the Philoſophers ſpeak, neither in the 
reature to-be ſuch things, nor inthe Water or 
ir to produce ſuch things ; but all is done meer- 
y by the Word of God. And further here is hold- 
n forth the mighty, unſpeakable power of this 
all Means ; even the little Word creates great 
Vhales, and that in the fluid water, the weakeſt 
nd moſt unſtable of all Creatures,that every thing 
ay give a teſtimony of Gods great Power, and 
pream Command in all things, that rhe ſtrong 
an may not rejoyce in his ſtrength, wor the fwift maz 
his conr ſe, nor the wiſe man in his wiſdom, but eve- 
y man may know and acknowledge that it is only 
y the word of God, that he is, and that helives, 
nd moves; and therefore the young man ſhall -: 
aint, and the old man ſhall renew his ſtrength ar 
he pleaſure of God, and the ſtranger and the Eu- 
uch ſhall have a better Name than the Sons and 
Daughters of 1/rael , 'and many ſhall be gathered 
rom Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, and ſit with A- 
raham, Iſaac, and Jacob , andthe Children of th: 
ingdom ſhall be caſt out ; yea, he will give gifts 
vr the Rebellious among the people, and they 
all become Sons and Daughters, whilſt they that 
ave had a great Zeal for God, are rejetted, and 
Wound Hypocrites; ſo ſhall the weakeſt among 
cen ( as David among his Brethren )) become the 
Wrceateſt Pillars in the Houſe of Gc1; as the flyid 
Wer brings forth the great Wha) , and God (aw 
Wat this was good; even'that cvery Place, and 
very Creature ſhould witneſs his great power : 
| therefore 


| | 5 
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therefore David ſaith , They that traffick, upon 
Seas, and have their Buſimeſs in great waters, i| 

ee his wonaers in the Deep. | 

Thus God ſaw it to be good that man whom 
had made for his Glory, would read in every cry 

- ture the wonderful wiſdom and power of Ge 

even his Deity-; that the :nviſible things of God, 

the Apoſtle ſaith, might be clearly ſeen , being 
derſtood by the things he hath created, that they t| 

truſt in him [might be comforted , becauſe 1 

know he feeds the Ravens, and cloaths thelj 

lies, and preſerves even the little Sparrom 
therefore they need not fear and care as Heath 
iſh Minds do; ſaying, what ſhall we eat and drink, 

wherewith ſhall we becloathcd? for if they ſeek 1 

Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, 

theſe things ſhall be added unto them ; on the oth 

. - hand, all the wicked are left without excuſe, | 

cauſe all that may be known of God-is: mat 

feſted unto them, and yet they have not glorifht 
him as God, but b:come vain in their imsaginatin 
1d their fool:ſh hearts are darkned , and they war| 
and ſerve the Creature more than the Creater ; hi 
the Creature giving thus great and evident Tel 
mony to God, they are ſealed under condemnat 
on, and God i juſtified m all his ſayings, and 
comes when ke is judged. 

22. And God blefſed them, and ſaid, be fruit 
and multiply, and fillghe waters in the Seas, 4 
let the Fowl mnltiply in the Earth. | 
As there wa: nothing created but by Gods wor 

{o nothing fry.\ifies without his Bleſſing ; ti 

ſhews the contiuued goodneſs of God through: 

generations, and ſhould draw out mans Soul, 4 
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ll that is within him, to the praiſes of God, to 
know that he alone doth all , and that he is con- 
tinually doing good, and ſee the barrenneſs of the 
reature ; they are created male and female, and 
there is in them an innate deſire of copulation ; 
ſo they join together ; but what ayails all withour 
ods Bleſſing? So in all*things, as the Apoſtle 
faith', one ſoweth.,, and another watereth, but God 
riveth the increaſe ;, ſome have a zeal of God, re- 
orm many things, delire to hear the Word, re- 
joyte in the Miniſters of it, and bring forth fruit 
ithegladneſs of heart, and yet but hypocrites ; 
like ſtony ground, they have no depth of Moiſture 
n their Souls, therefore they cannot ſtand in the 
day of Trial z what they do, is not by the Bleſſing 
pf God; therefore it is but Briars and Thorns, 
herefore z curſed, and reaay for burning ;, but by 
he Bleſſing of God ,, the ſinful Soul ,, created in 
Jeſus a new Creature, brings forth fruit abuadant- 
y to the praiſes of God ; and this is ic which made 
he Prophet ſing, The Children of the barren and de- 
olate are many more than of her that hath a Hus- 
band: And again, O Zion lengthen thy Corgs, and 
rengthen thy Stakes, &Cc. 
' 25. And the Evening and the Morning were the 
. fourth Day. 
| The Repetition of this Phraſe at every Days 
oncluſion ſhews us, how needful it is , that man 
laily remember.the daily Works of God. and that 
edays are days of ignorance of God , pride of 
cart, Tuſtful affections , blind raderſtandings , 
perverſe wills, when God is rt creating ſome 
zood in us; it is his work 1, Jeſus to create us 
lew Creatures ;,.it is bis Bleſſing to make us a__ 
| UE 
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465 An Expolitionof the 


ful in Faith, Hope, Patience, Love, Joy, Peace! 
&c. and as the dark Evening goes before the light 
Morning, and both joyned, make up a Day, { 
our natural ſtate , carnal, ſenſual; and fleſhly wiſe 


dom is as the Evening, and our regenerate ſtate; 


the Life and Light of Jeſts in our Souls, is asthe 
Morning, which make tp a Day ; as the Apoſtle 
manifeſts: Te were ſometimes darkneſs , now light 
zn the Lord ;, andall the Prophets propheſying the 
works of God in Jeſus, for ſalvation of Sinnerg 
ſay, inthat day, or inthoſe days: And the Apoſtle 
Peter ſaith, Ye have a ſure word of Prophecy, unid 
which ye do well to wait as unto a Light that ſhinth 
zn a dark place : And Jeſus is called the Day dawn 
ﬆg, and Day-ſtar qriſing; in which ſence alſo the 


_ Evangeliſt faid, and the Light ſbined in Darkneſi; 


and the Darhneſs comprethended it not, 
24. £indGod ſaid, Let the Earth bring forth th 
living Creature after his hind, Cattel, and Creepin 
things, and Beaſts of the Earth, after its kind, an 

it was ſo. 
| Hereis manifeſt whatever is brought forth by 
the Copimand of God, is a living thing , be'it 
great or ſmall ; as, Cattel and creeping things; 
Man can by Art of Engraving and Painting, make 
Likeneſſes of theſe things, but they have no Lif 
in them ; even ſo it is with Man in works of Re 
ligion; the Hypocrite frames. likeneſſes of all ths 
works of Gad in the hearts of Believers, but there! 
no life in them; Satan changes himſelf into th 
likeneſsof the 7 ngel of Light, even of Jeſus,wh0 
is the Lightand L ife of his Servants ; but he de: 
ceiveth the worid ,. and he maketh his Miniſtets 
like Miniſters of Light ; but they-are GREY z 
. ecelſe 
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eceive ; Wells without water, they promiſe Ji- 
erty to others, but themſeives are the ſervants of 
orruption ;. ſo all Hypocrites ,, though they have 
Zeal, and that of God, it is not according to 
:nowledge ; though they have knowledge, it fills - 
he heart with pride, and edifies not z but Jefus 
nuickens, to wit, gives the life of Righteouſneſs 
othem that are dead in ſins and treipallſes. G9d 
ommandeth every one that names Jeſus, to de- 
art from all iniquity : when he fed E145 by the 
Ravens, he walkt in the ſtrength of that food forty 
lays & forty nights, till he came to ihe Hill of God; 
here's life and ſtrength miniſtred by the Command 
f God; but nothing by man but Shadows 2nd 
hews of Religion and Righ. couſneſs , beautiful 
n outward appearance, but within all corruption 
nd abominable uncleannelſs. 
5.And God mad: the B-aft of the Exrth of erlishd, 
& Cattel after their kind & every thing that creop- 
eth uron the earth, -f. er his kind, and C.d ſaw that 
it was good, | | 
Here's the Order that God hath eſtabliſht all 
hings in, that every thing might have its own na- 
ure, and nothing go out of its own kind, wherein 
od hath created it ; the ereeping-ching cannot 
ea Beaſt, nor on the contrary; io likewiſe in the 
burch, as Pau! faith, arc divers gifts. and ope-ati- 
#, andall by one and the ſame Spirit, as God hith. 
wen ſore Prophets. ſome Apoſtles, &c. and ſome 
ave the gift of nealing the bodily. diſeaſes, and 
tne like, that every one may be a 'help 44 beneſir 
d other, and all neceſſiry in the.r place , that 
one ſhall be perfect or able ro #- pply all Neceſli- 
es or Occaſions, but every thing ſhould be uſeful 
1-itS nature, that the world hath not its falneſs 


G : without 
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without the leaſt creeping thing, worm or fly { 
the Church hath not its fulneſs without weak meg 
bers; and there lies the goodneſs of God, thy 
the wiſdom of the wiſs may do good in directing 
the ſimple, and likewiſe may receive good by th 
ſimplicity of others.,and the ſtrength of the ſtrong 
eſt may do good in bearing the weakneſs of 
thers, and alſo be increaſed by helping the weak 
ſo that as the Apoſtle ſaith, #o ember? of the Bu 
can ſay toothers, I have needof you; ſo the weak 
eſt or ſimple Believers area benebe unto the ſtrong, 
and this is good. 

26. And God ſaid, Let us make man in our ing 
after our | keneſs. | | 
Here ſeems in the firſt place , to be a conſultat 

cn, as ifthere were more perſons in the God-heal 

required to the making of man, then of all 

other creatures; but this the Divine John m 

Goſpel cleareth, teftifying, that all that the fati 

created, he created by the Son ; and without hin 

was nothing made that was made ; again, othe 
draw out hence an argument, to prove the ply 
lity of perſons in the God-head, ſo man mayt 
fie himſelf with diſputes, which never beget fait 
nor unity in diſputers, but every party ſtrives t 
find out new arguments, and fo is ſtrife increak 
but no man ſatisfied, much leſs any foul ediked 
for to know God either in the unity of the Go 
head , or in plurality of perſons; -is that new nail 
in a white ſtone, which none can read but he ti 

hath it; or .it is the work of Chriſt; for no md 

knoweth the Fai her but the Son, and he to whom ! 

Son: will reveal hi.%, But this Word, Lt us 

Alan in our own imape, after our Likeneſs , take 


. 
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11 together , ſignifeth > and- foreſheweth , this 
reatureis not to have a natural Body-only, as 
ther Creatures have, but alſo a ſpiritual Sou x 
ot only ſuch a Soul as is the life of the. Body in 
ther Creatures, but a Soul that hath the perfect 
ace and Likeneſs of God,, both in Unity and 
Trinity 3 and this not couſiſting in having the 
culties of the mind more! clear and pure in 
imieif, in his I nnocency,, than. he hath iv. his 
orrupted eſtate, but in having nothing in himſelf, 
ut all things in God, and therefore in the R e ge- 
ation isto be reduced to -the ſame eſtate, to per- 
ect denial of himſelf, that he h2th no ſuſficiency, 
do, not to one good thought, bur-God is with him, 
Imells in him, &'c. Chriſt is made of the Father 
to him Vi/dom, Righteouſneſs, &c. and the Spirit 
uides him, and is given unto him, the Earneſt of 
is Inheritarce;, ſothat the Image and Likeneſs of 
od is nothing but a total enjoyment of God , 
jot 1n any excellency of Endowments, but in an 
bſolute unity, , not of any equality to him in any 
ff the Divine” Attributes. but in an abſolute depen- 
ance upon him for Life, Breath, Being , Wil- 
lom, Righteouſaeſs, and ell things. 
ind let him have dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, 
and over the Fowl of the Air, and over the Catiel, 
and over all the Earth,and over « very Creeporg thing 
that creep:th upon the earth. | 
Here's man's Dominion and Superiority over 
Wl Creatures as long as he continues in the Like- 
teſs and Image of God, towit, in unity with Ged, 
na perfect dependance upon Gd, when he ceal- 
th to depend upon Gecd., and 1eckerh to have 
nowledge of Good and Evil , by cating of rhat 
| GI Fruit 
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Fruit, and deſireth to be like God, and not to de 
pend upon God, then his Dominion is gone, an 
he 1s become a Servant to all thefe that were ſubj 
ted to him z he cannot. live without Bread; h 
hath forgotten that Man lives not by Bread ahm 
but by every word that proccedeth out of the Aſouth1 
Ged; he ſtands in need now of Food and Raymen 
Every creature muſt be a help to him for life, healt 
profit, pleaſure, ornament, &c. now when Gal 
Is not all inall to him, now 1s he forced to ule th 
help ofall creatures , and yet all ſatisfie not; f 
his deſolate ſpirit hungers after that all- ſatisfyin 
good, but 1s ſtill miſled by Satan, that he cannd 
find it ; for he is ledto ſeek it in the creature,an 
he being created their Supertour; they that 
ſubjected and made inferjour, can never make hi 
happy, and when he would reach out to that 
. of life, the Lord hath barr*d his way by a ſhake 
ſwgrd, in the hand of a Cherubim, becauſe he 
a Rebell ; but every one that hath been reduce 
to this ſubjection, have alſo had this abſolute 4: 
minijon ; the fierce lions could not touch Dani 
the raging fire could not hurt-the three children 
no Kings could ſtand before them, but Phzlift 
f:ll before Jonathan and his Armour-bearer, Goh 
before David, &c. for faith the Lord, he thattt 
cheth them, toucherh the apple of mine eye. | 
27. So God created man im his own Image , 
Image of God created he him, male and female,cnt 
ta be them. | 
Here is the form of man wherein he was creatd 
even in the [ieneſs of God ,, not jn the form! 
his body , for Sod-hath no body, for he is aff 
rit;, andin that we have the arms, eyes, and & 


( 
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of God mentioned in the Scripture, It is ſpoken 
0 our capacities ; that his power and preſence 
ith his creatures , may be holden forth morg 
plainly to us ; but this form of man was righte- 
ouſneſs, as Solomon ſaith, God made man righteous » 
at he hath fourd out many z3nventions ; and this righ- 
eouſneſs 1s not the doing of things commanded , 
and omitting that which was forbidden, but that 
man had his life in God, and God liyed in him; 
and man ſought for no heppineſs but that, aſſoon 
as Satan drew out their mind, to deſire another 
wiſdom, glory, and happineſs, then he loſt that I- 
mage , and caſt himſelf into the Image of the de- 
il, As it is faid, that the woman ſaw the tre: of 
knowledg, of good and evil, was a tree to be deſired 
o make one wile; ſo likewiſe our reſtoring by 
hriſt, is not to bring us to do the things com- 
anded, and refrain from things forbidden, bur it 
sthat we abide in him; and hein us; then we ſhall 
ring forth much fruit , andts ſtand faft in this faith, 
hat he is made of God unto us, wiſcom, ſanttification, 
xc. that we neither know nor do, any thing right; 
ut by living in him by faith, then ſtands man in 
ve Imageof God; for he lives ſo in God, that 
e holds forth God evidently to the ſight of men ; 
as God he reigns and inſtrutts, for Gcd hath made 
vs Kings and Prieſts to our God, fo man reigns 
dver the mightieſt kings, as Moſes over Pharaoh , 
oſeph over all Egypt ; Daniel and the other three , 
dver Nebuchadnezzar, and that which is more,over, 
all the fierceſt creatures ; as Dani, o'er lyons, and 
he other three over the raging, tlames of fire, acd 
that which is moſt of a!l, over the powers and prin- 
Cipalities of darkre.s ; whereef he hath made ua 
23.4 mord 


a An Expoſition of the 


wore then conquerors; 1o allo as he appeared j 
Chriſt, who came not to be ſerved, bur to ſerve; 


and humbled himſelf in the form of a ſervant, f 


hath he given his people to ſerve all in love : botk 
friend and foe, not to ſeek their own, but th 
good of others ; and ro yield themſelves to all ſif. 
ferings, even to death; this is that true Imapy 
and Jikeneſ; of God, to be conformed to the Lod 
Teſnus, who is the expreſs Image of his perſon, and 


. brighrnels of his ſubſtance ; and then bears man the 


Image of Ged,, when he hath pur off thar old mar 
which js corrupt, according to deceitful Juſts ; anl 
put on the new man, that zs created aftcy Ged,, 
Right o:1'n ſs ad true Holineſs, 
Male ard Female, Created He them. 
Here's tlie Embleme, man muſt be fruitful , and 
therefore muſt have a fit helper, among all tix 
creatures there's none found, therefore it muſt be 
the work of God ;, and when he 1s on a deep ſleep, 
that God creates him a fit helper, therefore ht 
faith, awake thou that ſleepeft, ſtand up fromthe dead, 
and Criſt ſhall give the: light ;, this 1s the fit help, 
without which man cannot be fruitfull. As tt 
faith b ” the Prophet, I aw the green Fir-tree , ui 
me #5 thy fruit fourd; ſo the Apoſtle ſets the hus 
band and the wife an Emblem of Chriſt andhi 
Church, in divers particulars, yet this is the chit 
of all, wherein all mans wiſdom, ſtrength, and er 
cellency. in every way is found of no worth, t0 
bring forrh fruit ; it muſt be a woman, the weaktt 
| ſex, whereby he multiplies and increaſes; as a lit 
tle leaven, leaven: the whole lump, as the candie 
gives light to the whole houſe, as the ſmall muſtard- 
ſecd becomes like a large tree, with boughs and 
y branches, 
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branches ; here?s - the weak things of God, to 
pverthrow the ſtrong ; and the fooliſh things of 
30d, to confound the wiſe, Here's this ordinance 
pf God exhibited in all the creatures, be fruitful, 
and multiply, may ſet forth the fruitfulneſs of his 
word unto his people, when he commands every 
one that names the Name of Jeſus, to depart 
from iniquity ; then: Jeſus the power and wiſdom 
of God prevails, in the weakneis, fooliſhneſs, and 
finfulnefſs of man, to bring forth praiſes to God ; 
hereby the Nations and liles afar off bring in their 
ſons and daughters, as preſents unto God. 

28. And God bleſſed them and ſaid unto them, be 
fruitfull and multiply, and repleniſh the earth , 
and ſubdue it , and have dominion over the fiſh of the 
Sea, ard over the fowls of the air, axd over every 
living thing that muveth upon the earth. 

Heres the bleſſing of God, that man become 
fruicfull, every man by his own comfort, the fir 
help which God hath ordained for him, but whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge ; Heres 
the Emblem again, Bleſſed and Happy 1 that Soul , 
that cleaves unto Feſws, for by him be ſhall be fruitfall, 
andrepleniſh theearth, that the earth be filled with the 
knowledg of God, as the water covers the Sas. But 1/- 
rael being ignorant of this, not knowing that they 
ſhould ſacrifice themſelves, Body, Soul, and Spi- 
rit, unto the Lord as a free will offering, a whole 
burnt ſacrifice ,, and that Jeſus is the Altar that 
ſhould anCtifie their gift, and the Temple where- 
WJ 1 alone they ſhould worſhip, to wit, by whom 
WE their hearts ſhould be enlarged;*1n the knowledg. 
of God; and his great love to them in pardoning 
their ſins, and fantifying their ſouls , chat they 
G4: fron't 
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ſhould lowe the Lord with all th ir heart, an ſoul, an 
might, and ſtrength; i ſay, 1ſrel being ignorant 
of this, appiyed themiel.es to ob erve Falſts an 
Fealts, to offer unto God birds and bealts, to mul- 
tiply ſacrifices, and build temples ; but all thej 
were 41 abemination to the Lord, for they neither 
knew to faſt from ſin, nor to feaſt unto the Lodd: 
nor to bring iher firſt fruirs unto the Lord ; the 
Lainb without ſpot or blemiſh:; Therefore the Loi 
complains, that a ſpirit of vhoredom 1s 12 1h: mid 
of tnim;, they are not faithtull in the covenant, the 
cleave not unto the.fit help, that God hath projj- 
ded forthem; they ſer up: Xolech and Rempha, 
Gods of Egypt, and worſhip the aDominatigqis 0 
the Sydontans; they are like horles neighing, ever 
man after his neighbours wife : Thus doth the Sp 
_ rit of God complain ſill. tht all fleſh have corrup 
ted their way, all are become abominable, theres n 
knowiea in the earth ;, they will pray, and repent, and 
e'i:-ve, and have not the ſpirit of Prayer and Faith, 
aid oj a found mind; like Iſrae!, they bring the hat 
lame, blind, and wither:d ſacrifice, therefore 1s th 
curſe upon th:m , becauſe there us a perfect Lamb inth 
fieck, andthey comebefore the Lord with an imperfei 
offering , and therefore he bids them carry itt0 
thcir King ,, and ſee if he will accept them; bi 
they are as wine ſetled on the lees, that will not bert 
fin:d. Sohere againſt the bleſſing of God, breaks 
o.:tthe power of Satan; inthe blind aid iznorait 
mind on the one hand, and the luſtfull affections 
the flcſh, on the other hand; that as be oppolts 
the ſouls cleaviag*to Chriſt -by faith, in all che ve 
rious forms of Relig on, raiſed by a carnal under 
ſtanding of the Scr:prere, ſo he ſtirs up fleſbly * 
; 0 
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d ſtrongly, that ir's hard to find chaſtity in a ſin- 
le perion , or faithfulneſs in the married ; that 
fwe remember that God ſees, not as men, look- 
gat the ourward actions, bur he looks upon our 
fide, and ſearcherh the heart and affections ; 
nd ſo come to the teſtimony of our Saviour , bat 
je which luſts after a woman in his heart, bath con- 
mited adultery already with ber, there will be few , 
hat may not ſay with David, I am a maſs of ſin; 
and to ſee and hear how luſt rages, even in them 
hat make Profeſſon of Religion , that they make 
yen their going to Church, or other Meeting- 
laces, in Profeſſion of Religion, their opportu- 
ities to commit folly and lewdneſs; and yet.car- 
y themſelyes ſo high, and zealous in Religion, fo 
duſie in reproving others, in whom they can ſpy 
any weakneſs, or any want of zeal, that they are 
not ſo ſtrict in performances af their duties, (as 
the call them) as Praying, obſerving Faſts, pre- 
paring themſelves for the Sabbath, taking all op- 
portunities to hear the Ward, and whatever con- 
iſts in outward actions, as if they exceeded all in 
Holineſs; to ſee (I ſay) and hear how theſe, fo 
ſtrict Profeſſors, have luſt raging ſo ſtrongly in 
them, that a pleaſant wife of their youth will not 
latisfie ; old age doth_not free them, but ſtill they 
continue as the-Prophet ſaith, /ke horſes, ev:ry one 
netghing after his neighbours wife. That as our Savi- 
our ſaith, a{{they do rs but to be ſeen of men; it their 
con{cience were not ſenſleſs, as feared with a hot 
Iron, they would be ſo afflicted in fpirit, that they 
could not condemn others, but effeem themſelves 
the vileſt men. -Burt whence arifeth all rhis ? they 
like not to retain the knowledg of God in their 
| | . hearts, 
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hearts, tobe faithfull in the covenant ; to wit,\t 
believethe Record that he harh given of his Son 
our Bleſſed Lord Jeſus; they will not believe thy 
there's no mortification of ſin, no fanCtificationd 
the ſoul, no life of righteouſneſs, but by hisijp 
dwelling in us: that only the grace of God az 
pearing, teacheth to deny all ungodlineſs , and ev 
worldly luſt, and to live godly, ſoberly, and hohy 
in the world, and nothing elſe; but they mul 
necds joyn their works, and zeal, and devotion 
and ſo they weave the linnen and woolen togethe 
therefore God hath given them up to vile affed 
Ons, to commit all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, fi 
they have not fo learned Chriſt, as the truth isy 
Jeſus ; that they may put off the old man, which 156 
rupt, according to the deceitfull luſts, and put enth 
new man , that us created after God, in righteouſn| 
and true holineſs; So that being they will nd 
cleave faithfuBy to that meet help that God hall 
provided for [their fouls, even the Lord Jeſus 
but turn aſide every man after his own way,throup 
obſtinacy and a ſpirit of contradition ; ſo thi 
eannot be faithfull vnto the wife ef their youth, tit 
Meet-help which God hath granted unto the body 
to preſerve them in chaſtity , that they might bet 
und: filed member of the myſtical body of the Lord J6 
ſs. And heing unfaithful in both, God hathg| 
ven them for a juſt puniſhment, a hardned heat 
and benumned conſcience, that they cry Peace Pet 
to their fouls, though they be far from the ways « 
peace; they are like unto the barren Heath in tit 
wilderneſs, which though the Sun ſhine , andtle 
Rain fall feels no good; ſo the miniſtry of tit 
Goſpel, warms not their fouls : John Ban 
: eh NLP 
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iſtry and baptiſm of water,brings not them to re- 
zentance ; our Lord Jefus*s Baptiſm by fire and 
he Holy Ghoſt brings not them to faith, but by a 
eardened heart that cannot repent ; they rreaſare 
wrath to themſelves, againſt the day of wrath, when 
e righteous Fudgment of God ſhall be Tcvcaled from 
eaveh, « agarnſt the unrighteonſneſs of m:n, which hold 
he truth in un-ighteouſneſs, 2nd by an unbelieving 
jeart they aepart from the Irving God; as Fonah Con- 
eſſed man in following lying vanity forſakes ever- 
ating mercy ; from which the God of m2rcies de- 
'ver us, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Awen, 
1414/2 
{1d ſubdue it , and hav? dominion over the fiſh of 
the Sea ., and over the fowls of the air ,, and over 
every liume thing that movith upon the earth. 
Here's Gods great goodnets and bountifulneſs 
omen, to make man abſolute Lord of all his crea- 
ures, that it?s wonderful to ſee how many crea- 
vresare ſubject to man , that are far ſtronger than 
e; with what dexterity man can tame molt fierce 
reatures , what great benefit man hath of ſome 
orfood ,, of others for labour, and many other 
ervices: which David ſo much admireth, ſaying , 
wad what s man that thiu art mindful of him ? Took 


aft put all things in ſubjetion under bis feet Now 


his is Gods ordinance, that all things be under 
nan, that man be above them all, that he account 
tothing worthy to ſet his heart or affections on ; 
\nd the Lord faith, my ſon give me thy he:rt. And 
gain, If Thea father, where is my honour ? as it he 
ould fay, I have honoured thee above all crea- 
ures, fo put them 1a ſubjection to thee; why then 
"1lt thou not honour me as a father ? to {er thy 
. heart 
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heart upon me, to love, deſire , honour , an 
praiſe me alone , that have been ſo bounriful | 
thee; as by 1/aiah he laith, the Oxe knows his owng 
and the Aſs his maſters crib 5, but Iſrael hath forgy 
821 me days without numer ;, arguing the unchan 
fulneſs of man; the brute beaſt is drawn by kin 
neſs to love and own his keeper; but man forge 
all my kindneſs, and me toq; and as Paz! faith 
worſhips and ſerves the creature, mare than the Cru 
for, thous God bleſſed for ever. 

Thus man becomes rebellious againſt God, z 
he ſaith, I have nouriſhed and brought up children, 
, 'they haverebell d again me ;, and makes himſelf 
ſervant of ſervants, a flave to the creatures, whid 
God ſub1ued to him : Alas how wholly is he ful 
jected to them, that if he enjoy them, he account 
himſelf rich; if he want them, poor ; if they4r 
creaſe, he rejoyceth; if they fail, he is dejeCted; 
theſe he calls his goods, clearly forgetting tit 
goodneſs of God; to ſuffer loſs in theſe, he count 
cvil to him; nothing moved to looſe the favourd 
God; thus by the ignorance and vanity of man 
mind, the creature hath the ſuperiority, and.is b6 
come abſolute Lord, and he a ſlave, and fo chav 
geth the glory of the uncorruptible God, into birdsat 
four-footed beaſts, and creeping things; as is ſhed 
to Ezekiel, by viſion, all the Elders of Iſrael int 
chambers of their Imagery, worſhiping every form 
creeping things, and abominable, and women weep 
for Tammus, filling the land with violence, andyi 
pat the branch to ther noſe ;, which is no other thing 
but that they honoured the creatures: in thell 
hearts more than'God, fo that for the creaturs 
they oppreſs, back-bite, and devour one no_ 
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nd if they cannot obtain their will in them, theY 
rieveand fret, and weep,and yet they profeſs th© 
/orſhip of God, and faith in Jeſus, bur all in vain; 

r this is the Image of jealouſie that provokes 


od to jealouſie. | 
g. And: God ſaid, behold I have given you every 
herb bearing ſeed, which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree in which « the fruit of a tree , 
yeelding ſeed to you ;, it ſhall be for mear. | 
Here?s the extenſion of God's goodneſs and fa- 
herly care for man ; as David faith, he «good, 
ind doth good ;, his fatherly care is manifeſted that 
1an ſhall want nothing , neceſſary for this preſent 
ife; as it is written, he giveth to all liberally, and . 
braideth none ;, ſo here is his power to command 
he earth to bring forth herbs, and trees bearing 
ruit, and theſe herbs and fruits to be a conveni- 
nt food for men , mans appetite ſhall defire it, the 
omach ſhall digeſt it ,, and it ſhall he ſuitable nou- 
iſhment; when God gives his ordinance, al] things 
yield fubjeCtion; ſo-it is with the ſoul of man ; 
yhen God opens the ear, and turns the heart to 
lſcipline; then'will men feed at the table of God, 
hen wilt the fleſh of Jeſus be meat indeed ; till 
then, man feeds at the table of devils, boaſts of his 
own bow, ſpear, ſhield, councel to war, and mul- 
titude of men, truſts in the arm of fleſh, and fo 
falls under the curſe and attains not unto the bleſ-- 
ling, becauſe he traſts not in the-living God, and 
his everlaſting mercies, which are eſtabliſhed in 
Jeſus, and communicated through him, on whom 
he hath laid all help for him, therefore he muſt 
multiply facrifices, and obſerve faſts and feaſts, 
and whatſoever God hath confmanded ; but Gn 
E” atn _ 
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hath not ordained theſe things for his ſalvation 
but faich in Jeſus; therefore all: theſe things areh 
and abomination to God ; for whatſoever u mt | 
faith s ſin. Man may as well {ay , I will note 
this light grafs, and ſupple fruit, I will feed 
ſtronger food, ſilver, gold, and pearl; but Gt 
hath not given theſe things for food, nor to yiel 
goud nouriſhment ; it*s the ordinance of God, y 
the excellency of the creature, that makes it ſuitz 
ble food; it*s not what appears glorious or likeh 
in manseles, but what God hath eſtabliſh*d, ther 
fore the Apoſtle ſairh, the fooliſhneſs of God ts mij 
than men ;, and the weakneſs of Ged ts ſtronger tha 
maz ;, but here's mans ignorance and rebellion 
neſs evermoreto reſiſt the wiſdom of God; As ti 
Martyr Stephen ſaith, and always what he think 
to be goodand holy, muſt needs be fo; but Sh 
mon adviſeth man not to be wiſe in his own concen, 
theres more hope of a fool then ſuch a one. 
30. And to every beaſt of the earth, and to & 
| fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth 
on th: earth, wherein there u life, I have git 
every green herb for meat, and it was ſo. 

The bountifulneſs of God ceaſeth not ja ma 
whom he created in his own Image, and for whon 
he created all things; but he provideth food fd 
every creature which he hath made, and ſubjetel 
to the ſervice of man; as David ſaith, he openai 
his hand and ſatisfieth with good, every living crt6 
tare, yet herein he giveth man a teſtimony thatif 
is earth, and muſt return to earth, as well as otie 
creatures; that he ſhould not be lifted up in hs 
mind. nor carried out in his laſt, through prid 


or covetouſneſs, to oppreds or abule the cregturs; 
therefore 
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erefore he faith again, the good man ts merciful to 
» beaſt: This gives man occaſion , to look to 
m that is higher than he, as ,7ob faith; calling 
na rock ; 1 will lookto the Rock that ts higher than 
- and as the Lord exhorteth , look unto me;and be 
ſaved, all the ends of the earth; that man look 
2: to a man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils 3 for 
herein is he to be eſteemed ? nor fear man or 
bat wan can do unto him ;, for the Lord hath created 
e Smith that ſmites on the anvill, therefore no weapon 
med againſt his people that truſt in him, ſhall proſ- 
-; forthe Lord hath providedand given to man 
at truſts in bim, another food, even true mana z 
hereof that given to 1/racl, was but a figure, as 
ur Lord Jeſus told them ; that their fathers did 
t of that mauna and were dead, but he that did eat 
f the manna that be ſhould give, ſbould live for ever; 
t they not underſtanding that to be united to him 
y faith, that mighty gift of God, whereby man 
ſeparated from himſelfand all the world, which 
aul calls, cut out of the wild Olive, and planted in- 
2 Feſuby the Fathers hand, (which the Lord calls 
y Hoſea to eſponſe thewto himſelf, in fauthfulneſs 
nd Fndgment., and mercy, and everlaſting compaſſion 
5 (1 ſay ) not knowing that this is to feed up- 
n him, ſaid, how can this man give us his fieſhto 
eat ? even as Nicodemus not knowing that this 
as to be born again, without which, our Lord 
ſus told him; that no man can enter into the king- 
mof God, ſaid, how can theſe things be ? he knew 
0 birth, bur from his mothers womb ; and they _ 
new no eating, but that of the teeth, to ſartishe 
e belly; fo our wile and learned teachers, (as 
&y would be called) becauſe they have learned 

Ariſtotle 
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Ariſtotl: and Logitk which teach abſolute conty 
ry tothe word of God, tiot knowing that this 
the laver of regeneration, the true Baptiſm of 
ſus, the baptizing with fire and the holy ghgf 
wherein whoſoever is baptized, is baptized int 
death, buryed with Jeſus by baptiſm, wherein 
ſo he is raiſed up with him by faith, in the oper 
tion of God, who hath raiſed him from the dext 
that they may walk in newneſs of life , theſe, 1 
not knowing, are buſied, ſome to ſprinkle wat 
in the face of a child , and to ſign it with thefp 
of the Croſs, and ſay it is regenerate ; and othej 
to caſt men and women that have ſtolen the tru 
from their neighbour, and can tell a ſtory of fait 
and hope which they have learned from them, 4 
though they never knew the iſſues of death an 
life, that are from the Lord, yet they caſt the 
into a river , and then theſe muſt be they that mul 
believe, and are- baptized, although they nerve 
knew themſelves touching the righteouſneſs cow 
manded blameleſs, while they-neither knew fail 
nor baptiſme ; nor never knew that a man could 
zealous in preaching and practifing , that It 
not ſo much as heard tell of the holy ghoſt. Ant 
again, our ſtrong religious Profeſſors, not kno 
ing this to be the eating of that bread, whichti 
Lord Jeſus gives, and drinking that cup whichi 
the New Teſtament, in his bloud. that 1s ſhi 
for the remiſion .of our ſins, and that whoſoel 
lives 1n this faith, feeds continually upon-tl 
bread, and drinks none other but of this cup z i 
this is the true vine, eyen Jeſus waick is the 10 
food of the fathers kingdom, .therefore they fe 
on it as they are with Jelus, and he with them ; 
w1itnd 
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;ithour him they can do nothing z .but by. him. 
rengthening them, they can do all things; ſo that. 
oft as they eat this bread , and drink. this cup ,. 


ey remember the Lords death till he come; which 
ey ignorant of, are buſie to. cat a bit of bread 
id drink a cup of wine, in remembrance of the 
ath and yy of Jcſus, when they know no- 
ing of his doctrine but after the letter, not re- 
embring chat he ſaid , the letter k:llcth, but the 
rit giveth life ; the words that 1, ſpeak, they are 
zrit and they are life; therefore great, zeal they. 
veto do all after the letter, to receive. this their 
red Sacrament often or ſeldom, fitting, or knee- 
7, and the like, trifles, as though theſe -could 
and make alive, or comfort. an afflicted heart. 
likewiſe theſe wiſe teachers: not knowing. that 
is. is to perform the office, of the Diſciples or 
boſtles of Jeſus, to make the people fit down.on 
egraſs, even to make them know that they.are 
t as graſs, and fed with green herbs, which flou- 


heth for a day, and to morrow is cut down, dry- - 


| up and withered ,. that, they being weary.and 


ngry may waitupon Jeſus, who looking up. to. 


efather and bleſling, feedeth. five. thouſand with 
e loaves, and many baskets gf that never empti- 
ſtore remaining ; yea theſe having not received 
pm Jeſus that word of life, when-they were dead 
ſins and treſpaſſes, and committed laſciviouſ- 
Ss with greedineſs ; as Ezekiel ſaith , when they 
7e caſt out to ſhame and deſtruftion , polluted in thesr 
nbloud, that then it was the day of love with God; 
When he did ſee them polluted in thaer own bloud , 
4 he ſaid to their ſouls live ;, and he waſhed rinced 
icieanſed their filthine(s and adorned them m_ 
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bis own-ornaments ; I fay they having not recei 
the Lord Jeſus inthe tay: of their great necellit 
they. cannot ſo'preach him to others, that ast} 
have freely recetvd of the Lord Tefus, they n 
freely give to all the people that word which is 
to the dead, and joy to the living, but they | 
bufie to ſingle 'out to themſelves Hypocrites, ] 
themſelves, ſtrouting out with works of mer 
and ftpererogation;' others whining in their 'r 
and holy endeavours , others glorying in kee 
a covenant, for that they-never knew thatcq 
natit-keeper of 1/racl, that neither ſlumbers 
ſleeps, nor yet ever knew that they could not ke 
their-own vineyard ;. ethers are boaſting of th 
faith'and baptiſm”, and others of-a lightmil 
thern, that never knew themſelves-to be darkn 
tiving in the world without God ; fo the blind ly, 
the blind and both fall into the ditch; the Lord, 
rs ee © © RO ww 
"Here's the concluſion; every word that'Y 
Fpeaks, is fulfilled; every command that hey 
1s obeyed, as it is written, he /pake, great. wall 
Company of the Preachers; when he gives forth 
voice, the dead 'fhall hear, and live ; many 
to hear the word, but their ear is not opencd, 1 
heir heart turned to- difcipline, -many heat! 
word, but receive it not as the word of God, 
of man ; but when-God commanded the 1iglt 
Hineout of darkneſs, it was ſo, ſo when'he« 
:mands the light of everlaſting life to ſhine it! 
ierts, it will be ſo; otherwiſe the Prophets 
preach , but 1 ae! will not be gathered; Wl 
made 1/aiah complain, Lord who hath believ 
—_—__. 
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port ? ard upon whom 7s the arm of the Lord revea- 
4? and again, to pray , awak? thou arm of the 
ord ; art not thou it that cut Rahab, and wounded 
e dragon ? ſo David faith ,, the woice of the Lord 
makes the Hindes to Calve, divides the flames of fire 
1d ſhakes the wilderneſs of Cadeih ; the voice of the 
ord bringeth mighty things to p4ſ5 ;, its not ſo with 
an, for the Prophets are ſenc to a rebellious peo- 
le, that ſome will not hear them, - others hear, 
thate and perſecute them, others come and en- 
vire of the Prophet as if they delired to hear the 
i,. and to know the judgments of their gods,but 

in diſſimulation and hypocriſte ; though the Pro- 
het is unto them , 45 one that can pliy weil 'upan 4 
ſl tuned Inſtrument; but when God commands , 
ey hear, and the people that ſate in dr hreſs, have 
na preat light, and unto them that fate inthe re- 
n of the-ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up; there- 
dre he ſaith ,, rhey ſhall not teach every man his 
other, ſaying, know the Lord; for thcy ſhall all 
ow me, from the leaſt to the greateſt; for they ſhall 
all tanght of Gsd;, ſo that when the Lord faith , 
& ye my face, the Church anfiwers, hy Face will 7 
k right early ;, for the Lord turne:h the heart of 
mgs, even A the Rivers of watcr- | | 
Here theretore is manifett the order, as the 
poſtle ſaith, firſt that which is after the fleſhly , 
en that which-is after the ſpirit ; firſt the tea- 
Ing of mang' and man comprehending the word 
God in his reaſon, and carnal wiſdom,, and 
Is pufP®d up the heart, that man thinks the whole 
ork wrought; but it is not ſo, but then God 
mmands his ſervants to cry, $41 faith, wiat 
al I cry? | fleſh is graſs, and «ll the glory of it a8 
| H- 2 . the 
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the flower of the fuld', thegraſs withereth, the fi 
faaeth, for rhe ſpirit of God hath blown uponi 
and then it is ſo; ſo that David ſaith, thou ty 
nedſt away thy face , and I was troubled , my ſoul 
fuſed comfort ; ſo when the Church lies underg 
fliction, the Lord commands , comfort ye my j 
ple, ſpeak, comfortably to Jeruſalem , tell her, | 
warfare ts ended, ſhe hath receiv'd at the Lords ba 
double, accoraing to all her afflictiens ; and then 
ſo; forthe tongue of the ſlammerer ſpeaketh plan 
the blind ſee, the deaf bear, halt and lame and w 
med leap far joy, andthe dumb ſings out the praiſe 
God; the Church is brought out of captivity to 
with joy, everlaſting rejoycing upon their heak 
ſo Hezekzah ſaith, inſtead of peace, 1 had greathi 
zerneſs ;, but thou !.ord in love to my ſoul haſt fr 
iz from the pit of corruption, therefore will [| 
wy ſeng in the houſe of the Lord, all the days oi 
life. 
21. And God ſaw everything that he had mage, 

behold it was very good, and the evening and! 

morning was the ſixth day. | 

Here is firſt the All-ſceing eye of God, he ia 
every thing that he had made, nothing can hi 
from him, nothing unſeen or unknown to him; 
it is written, he that wade the eye , ſhall he nt jt 
he ſees the ſecret thoughts of our hearts, when! 
commit wickedneſs in the dark, and deviſe 
chief on the bed, the darknefs of the night 8 
noon-day before him, faith David ; ther 


- there is no fleeing from his preſence; ſo that t 


wicked man cannot eſcape unpuniſhed ; this is! 
comfort of cherf: that truſt in him, he ſecs 
tears and and regiſters their affiiftions in his bod 
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1d treaſures their tears in his botztles, he ſeerth 
xeir wrong, and will avenge them he ſees their 
zptivity, and commands. deliverance for them ; 
ſees their maladies, and comes with healing 
der his wings; he ſees their ſinfulneſs, and o- 
ns a fountain to waſh away their ſins and un- 
zanneſs; he ſees them lie polluted in their own 
oud, caſt out to ſhame and deſtryCtion, andit is 
ie day of love, he ſpreads the ſxiits of his gar- 
ent over them, to cover their nakedneſs, that 
eir ſhame be not ſeen; he fays to their ſoul live , 
> waſhes and rinſes till he have taken away their 
cleanaeſs, and makes them beautifull with his 
mn ornaments; he ſees their backſliding, and 
als them ; he ſees their weakneſs, and preſerves 
d ſtrengthens them. : | 
* Anudbeholdit was very "ya 
Heres the ſecond part; by the goodneſs of 
od all that God maketh is very good ; thar light 
d darkneſs keep their courſe, that — and 
jorning make a day, that God made a firma- 
tent to ſeparate the waters above, from the wa- 
rs below, yea that all was without form and 
od, before that the ſpirit of God moved upon 
e waters, that God ſeparated the waters from 
e dry land, Cc. all is good thar God doth; for 
ſets forth the goodnels of God in Jeſus, that 
duntain of S neſs, unto man that lay in death 
d darkneſs, without form and void till Jeſus 
bes and quickens the dead and comforts the li- 
ing, that death and darkneſs may be overcome , * 
d the ſoul may be more than conqueror over 
<= and grave, and life and light may comein , 
"pt waters may be ſeparated from the dry land, 
. H 3 and 
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and both dry land and waters, earth and ayr, ny 
bring forth fruit every one according to his kin 
and all the fruit may be fruitfull, that every thin 
in man may Praiſe the lord, and all the creatur 
that lie groaning end ſ1ghing within themſevesn 
der bondage and corruption, may be called 
with man in the day of his deliverance to magnif 
God, with him, that the great water-flouds ca 
not come near him, that Lions cannot hurt hin 
that fire cannot burn him, that the gates of ht 
cannot prevail againſt him, that God the Fath 
and” Jeſus his great Redeemer, ſup with hima 
dwell-with him, | 
And the evening and the morning were the ſixth 
AY. | 
Here is the concluſion ,, the end of all the wor 
of God, whereto nothing cen be added, whert 
nothing is wanting, that may be for the ſetti 
forth of his praiſe, the manifeſting of his ſect 
even his divine power and God-head, which z 
clearly leen in the things that-he hath created; 
Paul faith, and David aifo ſings; the heavens 
clare the glory of God ,, the firmament ſheweth hich 
dy-work.;, man hath hisrime allotted him, fixd 
he may work, and run througi all the creaturs 
and ſee what help he can find in them, what g 
he can do, that when he hath found father al 
mother forſake him , his own mothers child: 
againſt him, friend and kinsmen ſtand far off 


_ 7.108 on his trouble, all friends miſerable comfi 


ters, and all things under the Sun vanity and 
ation of ſpirit, and. him{elf captivated undert 
Power of Saran and Sin, and that God hath {el 
famine upon him, an unfatiable* hunger not 


( 
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Irink norÞread, but of hearing the word of God z 
emay take words into his mouth, even hearty re- 
zentance, and return unto-his God, and cry I have 
inned, I have finned, that he may ceaſe from'all 
is own works, yea from his words and thoughts 
pon the Lords holy-day, andbelieving, may en- 
erinto his eternal reſt z Here is wiſdom, ſaiththe 
Divine, let him that underſiandeth, count the nym- 
er of the beaſt, for it is the number of a man , and 
ws mmber 15 666 ;, Here.is man numbred, and his 
ime numbred unto him, the time of his work, all 
hat God wrought was very good, but all that 
an works is very vanity, he himſelf is lighter than 
anity. So his number is the number of a Beaſt, 
or he is like the Beaſt that periſheth without un- 
Jerſtanding ; ſo his number is fix, the days of 
ork, though he attain to ſix in all the dimenſions 
df it, 666. and 666900 and 666000000, all is but 
ix, he cannot” attain to ſeven, for it is the day 
fGod, the day of reſt, the manifeſtation of Je- 
us, whom none can know except the father re- 
real him ; but man fits ſtill in darkneſs, and la- 
pours In the very fire for very vanity, which our 
wiſe and learned men not underſtanding, buſie 
hemſelves to put this name upon others ; ſome 
vpon the T»rk, ſome upon the Pope, to be the 
Beaſt, and the Antichriſt, becauſe they know nat 
that it is in themſelves, till the Lord come. 

Our Saviour ſaying, Search the Scriptures , 31 
them ye think to have eternal Life, and they are they 
pat teſtifie of me ;, and ye will not come to me that ye 
might have life. Men in their wiſdom ( which 1s 
always fooliſhneſs with God , nd. in their Zeal, 
which is yoid of true knowledge ) take this to he 
| Ls H 4 EF a Com- 
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a Command or Exkortation, to ſearch into th 
Scriptures, either for Rules and Leſſons, by ot 
Ing'which, they may attain ſalvation , or whe 
they hear a Preacher, to try whether thoſe thing 
he delivers be ſo or not:; both which declaresma 
Ignorance of the Doctrine of our Saviour ; for! 
teftifies to Nicodemus , that no man cen enter int 
or fee the Kingdom of Heaven urleſs he be regenerat 
and 'thence it is manifeſt he cannot be ſaved, n 
underſtand the Scriptures, whether they. teſtiſ 
of Jeſus or no, unleſs he be regenerate, to it 
begotten of God, and born of that Spirit whi 
always gives teſtimony unto Jeſus;for the Sprrit the 
12 in man lift; to envy, as Fames ſaith-; and the0þ 
zect of that envy 1s Jeſns, and bis Elect, as appear 
by Paul when he was a Phariſee; for the unregent 
rate, though never ſo religious, are Childrent 
the Devil, which always ceaſeth not to envy alt 
perſecute Jeſus and all his Saints ( as our Saviolt 
tells the Phariſees ) therefore the true meaning0 
that Saying of our Saviour is, firſt, that there! 
no pertion of Scripture , but if it be rightly 
derſtood, it ſpeaks concerning him. Secondly 
'T hat it witneſſerh that no man can by any meal 
.attain to eternal Life hut by him z and theſe 

are abundantly teſtified in the Scripture; as fill 
that all the Pcophets propheſied unto him, ai 
certainly all the Writers of the Scripture wet 
Prophets ; for they ſpake not out 'of their Wit 
Reafon,but as they were moved by the holy Ghc 

as Percy witneſſeth ; and again, Every Word of 6 

#5 in him Yea and Amen ;, not yea and nay : wid 
'3$ a3 much as to 1ay, perfectly true, by the gene 


ral teſtunony of all the Servants of God, will 
: Ol 
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out any denial ; which is ſignified by the Word ( A- 
wen;) which is uſed when the Preacher hath deli- 
ered ſuch a true teſtimony, that all the people 
fay Amen to it: And again, unto the ſecond it 
is plainly teſtified , There 3s no Name given under 
Heaven whereby men ſhall be ſaved but the Name Fe- 
us ; and therefore was be called Feſus, becauſe he 
all ſave his people from their ſins, as Matthew 
aith: And Paul faith, he 5s the Author and Finiſhey 
of our Faith; the Beginner and Peyfetter of every 
good Word and Work. The” Divine calls him the 
Alpha and Omega, the firſt and laſt, &c. Theſe 
are ſufficient and perfect Teſtimonies. 

Hence is perfe& direction given for the true 
reading of the 'Scriptures with underſtanding, to 
wit, that every Sentence of the Scripture is tobe 
underſtood concerning Jeſus; if it ſpeak not di- 
retly concerning him, it iseither a Type of him, 
an evident Teſtimony of the operation of the 
holy Spirit in his Servants, by him, or of the Evil 
Spiritagainſt him and his :Spirit;z or it is a Type 
or Figure of thoſe Operations; ſo that all real, ho- 
ly , good, righteous and honeſt thoughts, words, 
and deeds are the operations of the Spirit of Chriſt 
in Believers; and all that are ſeemingly. ſuch, are 
the operations of the evil Spirit, which is a Spirit 
of hypocriſie in the hearts of unbelievers ; ſo alfo 
are all-evil words, thoughts and deeds, which Paul 
calls the works of theFleſh, by the Fleſh is meant 
the ſame which Fames calls the Spirit that is in man, 
which lufts to envy, 
 - Soall the Wars of the Servants of God; as. of 
Abraham, David, Fonathan, th Fudges, ard godly 
Kings are Figures of the operations of Jeſus by 
VR .. nc 


90 An Expofition of the 


the holy Spirit, conquering and ſubduing t 
Luſts and Afﬀections of the Fleſh, and mortifyny 
the worldly mind, and all the outgoings of it j 
irregular motions and paſſions ; and on the contn 
Ty, all the wars of the Enemies of 1/rael or any 
Gods Servants, are Figures of the roaring, mþ 
ing and raging Spirit-of Lies, Hypocriſies, Luk 
and Rebellions againſt Jeſts and his holy Spirit;an 
all his Servants, by ſecret temptations withis, 
and ſtirring up fierce perſecutions by Kings an 
Rulers, and all ſorts of people that are his Inſtr 
ments to do miſchief againſt them that ſtand ſtd 
——_ in the Faith, and are not deluded þ 

im. | 

Hence every Precept, Exhortation or Inſtrud 
on muſt berunderſtood, as alſo all Promiſes ; tok 
given to them that are in Chriſt, regenerate, he 
gotten of God, born of the holy Spirit, adoptal 
Sons and Daughters of God, to.whom alone thel 
things are in power,. becauſe hezis in them; fot 
without him vain. and uapoffibleiis the Command: 
ment, as the Apoſtle teſtifierly 5 as. to inſtance 
Prayer, which is mighty effectval' to obtain Blel 
ſings ; and there being many-exhortations to Praj 
er, and large Promiſes to him. that prayeth, there 
fore our Miniſters urge all to Prayer; but wht 
faith the Truth ? Prayer is a calling upon God; 


but how can they call upon hins. whom they have mW 


known ? and how-can they know” Wim in whom they hat 
not believed? And again, The Prayers of th: wick 
' are abomination to the Lord: whence it is manifel, 
the work of God muſt be befare+the work of mai; 
as knowledge of God before Prayer, and Faithil 
Jeſus beforeknowledpe ; for no wai hath known , 
< | F athif 
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Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal 
him. Again , to inſtance in Preaching, which.js 
hat mighty Ordinance for Converſion and Salya- 
jon of Sinners, and many Exhortations are given 
0 preach the word inſtantly, in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
en; and many great Bleſſings promiſed upon the 
faithful performing of it ;, 1o that there 1s great 
purſuing of it by Preachers; and they are thought 
moſt worthy men by Hearers that are moſt dili- 
gent, frequent and fervent performers of it. But 
what faith the Truth ? FJow can they preach except 
they be ſcent ? And again, They run, and I have not 
ſent them ;, they preach every one the arvination of his 
own Brain, &C. So that it ismanifeſt that the truth 
of the Word is not preached by the wit or wiſdom 
of man, but by the experience of the operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt in and through Jeſus, as our 
Saviour teſtifieth to his Difciples ; As. the Father 
bath ſent me, ſo ſend I you, and as ye have freely 
received, freely give-, and I ſpeak, and work nothing 
but what I have heard and ſeen with the Father. SO 
David faith, Come, and I will ſhew thee what God 
hath donc for my_Soul. David ſhews what he was 
by nature , even a. Maſs of Sin in his Birth and 
Conception, and ſo along, till God waſht him, 
cleans'd him, and turn?d him : Paul ſhews what he 
was in his great righteouſnels ; touching the Righ- 


| tcoulneſs that the Law requires, blameleſs; but 


even then a bloody perſecutor .of Jeſus, raging 
mad, making havock of them that call upon the 
Name of Jeſus, till it pleaſed the Father to reveal 
his Son in him. So he tels the. Corinthians, they 
were ſome _.Idolaters.,, ſomeSFornicators ,. ſome 
Thieves, and the like, till they were main _ 

. anctli- 
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fanCtified, and in the Name of the Lord Teh | 
and by the Spirit of our Gud. This Paul couli 
not preach by all the Learning that he had fron 
Gamaliel, nor all the ſtrit Righteouſneſs and Ze 
that he had in his Pharifaical Pr-feſlion; it muſt; 
the teaching of Jeſns that makes a true Preacher, 
and makes the Ear open to hear , and makes 4 
2 faithful Believer, and a charitable Worker, 
and a patient Sufferer. that every Soul may cots 
feſs, that as he hath wrought all for us, even per 
fe&ted our Salvation, even redeeming us fron 
captivity to Satan and Sin, and bringing us int 
Unity with God ; ſo he hath wrought, and doth 
work all things in us, till he hath brought us tothe 
fulneſs of the ſtature of a man in Chriff. And thi 
work whereby man is made a new Creature, ij 
ſhadowed or figured out unto us abundantly in the 
Creation of the world, and all things therein, i 
or CEapter of Geneſis be rightly under 
ſtood. | 

And the ſecond Chapter figureth out unto y 
the End of that Work,by the Sabbath day, to brin 
man to ceaſe from his own works, as God did fron 
his ; as the Apoſt.to the Heby. declares ; tc wit, tt 
bring usto a perfect Self-denial, that we havend 
confidence in our ſelves, but that we are meet 
Sufferers, that the work of God may be wrought 
in us by Chriſt, who is the power and wiſdom 
God, by wtiom he created all things, that throup) 
him alſo he powreth out upon us the regeneration 
or waſhing of the holy Ghoſt, and by him only; 
that we may know and teſtifie that it is moſt 
falſe and blaſphemaus, which is commonly taught 


by the wiſe of the world , that he that made 
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2s without our ſelves, will not fave us without ouC 
elves; which that one Teſtimony of Paul may 
onfirm, that Chriſt hath quickned us when we 
ere dead in fins. Can the dead work the works 
ff the living? or can Sin bring forth Righteouſ- 
eſs ? : 
The next Figure is the Garden in which. the Loxd 
made to grow all things that are good for food,and 
lleaſant to beho!d 5 whereby Chriſt is figured out 
nnto us, who is. both the Bread that came down 
rom Heaven, and giveth life unto the world ; and 
iat Water of life that ſatisfieth the thirſty Souls, 
and becomes in them a Well of Life, that they go 
zo more to the world to draw ; and in whom every 
believing Soul hath not only all focd convenienc 
for a ſpiritual life, but alſo all joy and pleaſure. 
hereupon David fingeth, Ty ſhall be abundant- 
y ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy Honſe, and thew 
alt make them drink_of the River of thy pleaſures. 
And in this Garden: the Lord planted the Tree of 
Life, and the Tree of .nowledge of good and: 
evil ; ſignifying, that whotoever entreth this Gar- 
den, to wit, ſeekerth for Life by his own wiſdom, 
and not by Chrij?, is ſeduced hy Satan , to believe 
tht he ſhall arca's co the likeneſs of God, to wit, 
R ghteouſneſs and true Holineſs by his Wiſdom , 
Righteouſneis and Zeal, nor knowing that his 
wildom is fooliſhneſs with God, his Righteouf- 
neſs as filthy in the ſizhc of God as a-menſtruous 
Cloth to man, and his Zeal ſo void of Knowledge, 
that therein he perſecuteth Chriſt and his Ele& 
for Hereſie. 
The next Figure js the Fouptain that goeth out 
of the Garden divided into Fur Heads, ſignify- 
ing 


94 An- Expoſition of the 
ing that from the Lord Jeſus proceeds Gracein 
all the world. where there is Gold and Pearl, to we 
them from the-world,and make them ſell all,&hy 
that Pearl of-ineftimable value, and that try 
Gold that makes rich to eternal Life, and teachel 
man to know that the Judgments of God are'mg 
tobe deſired than much fine: Gold, and ſweet 

than the Honey and the Honey Comb ; that 
that lives in the fulneſs of all the riches and phy 
ſures of this Life may hunger and- thirſt after-thy 
Bread which feedeth to eternal Life ; and the ſan 
River goes-into the Land of «£rhiopia, the Con 
trey of Blackmores, fignifying that the ſame-Grag 


floweth fgom Jeſus, to waſh and -rinſe 'every'8M if 
wt-.his Servants that are filthy-by nature ;* «i di 


.when he ſees them polluted in their own blood; 
-Ezekiel faith ; and when there is none other to 
them any good , he makes them beautiful-byik 
own-Ornaments;"when they cannot take amy 
their Spot, though they waſh with Nitre and-mud 
Sope, and alſo -makes them -confeſs with tht 
Spenle that” they are black, but their beloved i 
Fair and ruddy, the chiefeſt of ten thouſands : $6 
the River ſends forth . Heads into all other Coult 
treys, ſignifying Jeſus ſending forth his Graceto 
gather his people from Eaſt and Weſt, North an 
South, where they live in the world as in a Land 
Drought, where there is no moiſture, their Soils 
pined & hunger-ſtarved,not for Bread and Drink, 
but for hearing the Word of God , even Jeſus, 
that true Bread of Life; ſo that they ſk, for'i 
City whoſe Founder and Builder is God, which noſe 
can lead *them untg, but Jeſus ; for' none knows thi 
Father but the Son, *and be ta whom the Son will reved 
him. DE 
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Thenext Fjgure:1s Marriage z Man wants a meet 
zelp, which being given to him of God, he mult 
orfake all to cleave unto it; as the Woman can- 
zot be fruitful without man, ſo the Soul cannot 
ructifie without Chriſt ;. therefore when Pau/ hath 
ſpoken concerning the Unity of the Husband and 
he : Wife ,; he. faith, This #5 4 great Secret, but 1 
> concerning” Chriſt and his Church: And as 
Adam ſaid; Now this #5 bone of - my bone, and fleſhof 
wy fl:ſþ, ſo the believing Soul is all of Jeſus ; what 
he is, 1s bf 'the Grace of God;;, what he doth 1s 
Chtift: working:in:bim;.if be live, it is not he, 
bat iChriſt thatdwells in him ;, he 1s his Light :- 10 
that believing i0-him,, he walks. not in, darkneſs, 
burhath the '-Lipht of. everlaſting Life abiding in 
him.s he is filled with his fulneſs; he is the Vine 
from which he: receives all nouriſhment ; by him 
the-Body is dead-becanſe wf fio, and the Spirit is 
life:for Righteouſneſs: ſake ;- rhrough him he is 
more 'than Conquerour oyer: Hell and. all the pow- 
ers:of Death." [© 02 Slo5Six TI 

. 'Inthe thicd:Chapter we have Satan figured un- 
der-the form:and title of a Serpent, and Chriſt . 
by the Seed-of the Woman ;-:10-that hereby is 
ſignified that the whole conteſt abour eur Salvation 
Is detwixt: Chriſt and the. Devil ; .the Devil hath 
our ©corrupt:nature'to work 1n, and all theLuſts 
and Aﬀections of ithe Fleſh, .all-the Vanities and 
Follies, Riches, Honours, and Prefermentsof the 
world, andalll external carnal: Forms of Religion 
to work. by; Chriſt:hath nothing but the bare word 
of promiſe.ro work by upon the Soul now dead 
4n-S188, alienated and eſtranged from God 2nd all 
his ways, ſold and captivated under Satan ; yet by 
that 


96 [An Expolifttonok-the --- 
that very word of Truth ,. which is the Sword 
the Spirit, and by the brightneſs of his Coming 
he deſtroyeth the Devil, and rooteth all his wot 
out of the Heart of man, .as the Apoſtle faith 
He came to deſtroy the works of the Devil, and þ 
breaketh the gates of Braſs, and bars of Iron;'an 
{etteth the captive Souls at liberty ,--to.wit, fre 
them from all the power of Satan and Sin, thi 
hey may run-with chearfulneſs in--all the-waysd 
As. 7 $21 cl 
The next Figure; after Sin. is entred, and 
Sin Nakedneſs and Shame, our. firft Parents '{ 
Fig-leaves together tocover their Nakedneſ$;)theſ 
would not have it ſeen; they would not confef 
and turn to God:for Help, for Pardon of thei 
Sins, for renewing and fanttifying their Souls, 
guiding them by his-Grace and Holy Spirit ; hit 
They will do it themſelves, they will cover it, tht 
it ſhall not appear to the outward view. andithet 
they think all-is done : This figures out all our a 
ings in our ſtrifteſt Forms of Religion, our gather 
ing Precepts, Rules and Leſſons out of the Word 
of -God, our ſtriving to outgo others in. all 'Relb 
gious Exerciſes , which we call Duties. Al att 
but Fig-Leaves, covering ourſelves with; our oi 
Inventions, and not with Gods Spirit; we:will 
not confeſs with the Church that all ourRighteoub 
refs is as a menſtruous Cloth ;, our Zeal with 
out Knowledge, our Knowlcdge vain, tha 
pnffs up our hearts with Pride, and doth not hum 
ble our Souls to the fear of God, we will not be 
lieve that all our Coverings are but as a weaving 
 a'Spiders Web, till God rend all .in pieces, evel 
the very Cawl of tae Heart, meeting as a Lion 
ad 
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as 2 Bear that is ragin mad, becauſe ſhe is rob'd 
pf herwhelps ; till he ſtrip us naked that our ſins - 
may be uncovered, and our ſhame ſeen. 

But this will not hide from God, nor running 
nto the thickets of the wood, or biding them- 
elves among the trees of the garden, which fi- 
pures out our changing of our way of Religion, our 
huſiug of moſt zealous miniſters, our multiplying 
pur prayers and deyotions, as 1ſrae! did build 

emples and Altars, and multiply Sacrifices, and 
aſts, Feaſts, and ſolemn Aſſemblies, and our 
nagnifying one Miniſter - above another, as the 
orinthians, ſome for Paul, fome for Peter, ſome 
or Chrift. 

All this will not hide from God, nor hinder the 
proceeding of his Judgments, for, he will come 
and ſay, Adam where art thau? art thou hiding 
hy ſelf from thy Creator ? do®ſt thou not know, 
hat he that made the _ , and ear, and heart, ſees, 
hears, and knows, all thy ſecret thoughts and imagi- 
utions, and that they are evilcontinually;, do'lt thou 


think that any place or darkneſs, can hide thee 


from the Creator of the world, of the light, and 
ff the darkneſs, is he not in them all, if thou fly 


into theutmoſt parts of the earth, he is there, and 


ifthou go down into the depth of the ſea , his arm 
will fetch thee out , and if thou ſay the darkneſs 
of the night ſhall cover thee, the darkneſs (ball be 


as the mid day, and thou ſhalt be naked before 


im; and he will lay judgment to the line, and 


righteouſneſs to the plummet, and ſweep away the 


refuge of lies; and then ſhalt thou ſee and know , 
that by that knowledg,, by w hich Satan perſwaded 
thee, thou ſhalt be like Gor Sthou arc mw = 
evi 
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'Devil. This figures out Gods fearching of evey 
*mans heart, and diſcovering of his iniquity, nf 
hypocrifie, he ſaith unto the prophane perſon 
that ſpends his time and ſtrength in rioting, driy 
kennieſs, whoredom, and the like, without ay 
profeſſion of Religion, where art thou filling an 
ſatisfying thy Iluſtful affections, and taking th 
Pleaſure in all riotouſneſs , living without Gd 
in the world, exerciſing laſciviouſneſs with gre 
dineſs, like the brute beaſt, caring for nothing, 
but preſent far paſture; that knows not that ke 
muſt go from thence to ſlaughter 5 fo thou regard 
nothing but that filthy pleaſure of the fleſh, caref 
not for the ſoul, thinkeſt not of any evil, regard 
not the word of God, but ſcorneſt all the Mini 
ſters of it, that give thee warning of thy latte 
end; well thou may goin thy folly, but for all the 
God will bring thee to judgment. © 
And to the Earth-worm, the Covetous, Exto- 
tioner, hard-hearted loyer of the world, he faith 
where art thon? art thou hunting for the world 
weaith, to build thy neft on the earth , and ble 
thy ſelf in the multitude of thy riches, and knon- 
eſt not but thou may die this night, and then th 
will profit thee nothing ? or art thou laying y 
treaſures. for thy Son, and knoweſt- not whethe 
he will prove a wiſe man or a fool, and treaſure 
nothing for the ſalvation of thy ſoul , which ml 
go into everlaſting burnings, if ir be not delivert 
by the free mercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
And to the vain-glorious,, 2mbitious, prov 
man, he faith, where art thou ? art thou ſeekit} 
after the honors sf men ? the glory of the world 


the favor of great perſons, and regardeſt ay : 
| 000 
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honor that is of God ? nor remembreſt thatmen 
zre mortal, and therefore their honours failing ? 
woe unto thee that haſt paced” thy canfidence in 
the arm of fleſh,” in uncertain riches, in man whoſe 
breath is in his noſtrils, for wherein 1s he to be 
ſteemed , whoſe breath is ſo ſoon, ſtopped, and 
his life is gone. "2 © IO 

And to the Profeſſor of ReFgicn after the com- 
mon way of the land he lives in, he faith; where 
art thou? art thou taking the word of Gad into 
thy mouth, that thou may be like others ? and ne- 
ver knew the power of it in thy heart, to make 
thee unlike others ; rliat thou mighteſt be taken 
out of the world to be made a child of God, that 
thou might he a true Few whole circumciſion 1s 
not in the fleſh; but in'the heart, not in the letter, 
but in the ſpirit;' whoſe praiſe is not of me; but 
of God ; that thou might be redeemed from thy 
vain and fi!thy' converſation, by the precious bloud 
and death of Jeſus ; and that thou might be eſpou= 
kd unto God in faithfulneſs,” to be unto him days 
without number; and to have fellowſhip with God 
be Father, :and our Lord:Jeſus; that thou might 
not walk in darkneſs, but have the light of eyer- 
laſting life, even'the Lord Jefis abiding in thee. - 

And to the, ſtri&t zZ:alous Profeſſor, he faith, 
where art thou ? arc thou beautifying thy ſelfts 
procure love; it is the way of a whore, art thou 
waſhing thy ſelf with nitre and much ſoap ? I tell 
thee, thy iniquity is marked, before one ingraven 
with the point of a dianiond, thou art like the Leo- 
pard whoſe ſpot cannot be cleatiſed ,. and like the 
Blackamore whoſe coulour Yannor be whited ; 
but come to' me end I will make thee whiter 

| I '2 LY tha 
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than- ſnow, and cleaner than the wool in Baſg 
| And, to him that eſteemeth of one Miniſtery 
bove another, and diſcerneth not between hin 
that is of God, and him that Preacheth inthe wi 
dom of man ; . he ſaith, where art thou ? art tha 
Solo a Miniſter to thy ſelf, according to th 
. own fancy, that he may ſpeak of new wines ;t 
wit,, new doctrines, pleaſing to the fleſh, that he 
may daub thee up with untempered mortar , a 
ſow a pillow, under thy elbow; to wat, tell thee 
if thou ſo pray, and read, and hear,: and praftif 
ſuch holineſs, thou ſhalt be ſaved ; that all thegls 
ry may be attributed. vnto thy zealous proſeſlion, 
and not unto my free grace; I tell thee, in the 7 
of accounts, thou wilt be found with the fooli 
Virgins , that have. no oyl in. thexr. Lamps, a 


with the unfaithful Servant , tharkid. his Tala 


in the napkin, or like them that fay, have notm 
done great things, and in thy name, and haſt nc 
thou taught in our ſtreets ? to whom. it is anſie 
red, away from me ye hypocrites, 1 know ou no. 
To him that glorieth in Prayer, he faith, wit 
art, thou ? art thou multiplying words like ie 
heathen, that think to be heard for their mud 
babling,: or like the Prieſts of Baal, that call'da 
him-from morning till noon; know'ſt thou 
' that none call upon God, but- they} that kn 
.him 4 and none know him, but they that belier 
in him; and none can obtain any.thing of Gd 
-but they -that pray in Chriſts nams ;; and -no# 
- can .come in his name, but they that are his, 
- planced into him by- the father; to;wit, to will 
- the father hath gizEn faith to believe in Chriſt,s 
- ypoa whom he hath. poured the laver of Reges 
: h Tali 
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ration thrdugh Chriſt; and knoweſt thou not that 
che prayers of the wicked and unregenerate, are an 
abomination to the Lord ? and that none can pray 
as he ought, unleſs he have the ſpiric of faith, jane 
unity of a ſound mind; and no man receives the 
ſpirit, by the works of the law, but bythe hearing 
f faith ; and as longas man hath in bis Religion, 
Do this and (ve; he is under the works of the 
law, he is not yet ſtript naked, the kaul of his 
heart is not yet rent, his ſpirit is not broken, he 
3s gaping after the praiſes af men , he is ſeeking 
o pleaſe God with his praying , praiſing , bap- 
tiſm, waiting on the light , and other his aCtians 
e goes not into. his cloſet to pray, the door 
ut, that none may hear or know, but he that 
heareth in ſecrer, and rewardeth openly ; it 
may be thou goeſt into ſome ſecret place of thy 
houſe and there makes long: prayers, but there 
thou cannot pray without ceaſing, but the cloſet 
thou ſhould*ſt go into is thy heart, which thou 
may go into, though never ſo many be in thy com- 
pany; (as Daviddid in the company of the wick- 
ed, when he ſpake no word, yet he prayed) ſo 
there thou may find ſuch a multitude of wickednef- 
es, that thy heart may be loaden, and thy 'mouth 
opped, that thou canft net ſpeak ; but by the. 
help of the ſpirit, thy broken and over laden heart 
with iniquity, breathes and groans, and ſighs un- 
tothe lord, in and for Jeſus ſake, to have mercy 
upon thee ſinful ſinner, which is that onely fervent 
ſecret prayer, which God will hear and anſwer 

ſecretly. ny 
To him that glorieth in Bapaſm, he ſaith, where 
art thou? art thou waſhing with nitre and\much 
| 3 0 | ſoap? 
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ſoap ? art thou forming thy ſelf after the faſhig 
of the world, into ſome ſociety of men, afin 
their manner of will-worſhip ?' knoweſt thoy ng 
that the Baptiſm of Jeſus (whereof it is ſaid, 
that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved) was 
by water, neither ſprinkled in the face,'nor drendj 
into our head, but it was by fire and -the' ho 
ghoſt; what Fohn Baptiſt or the diſciples of Jeſn 
did, was hut an outward figure of that inward wh 
ſhing of the Holy Ghoſt by the bloud of Jeſus; 
whereof it is ſaid, as many as are baptized into ew 
are baptized into his death; and again, ye are bur 
with him inbap'iſn; ſo that they that are baptim 
with him, are not gathered into any viſible cox 
gregation of Profeſſors, but rather are ſeparate 
irom them ll; as the Church ſaith, he hath ly 
bi band upon me, andhath taught me maghtily "eh 
1 ſhould ror ſay, a le-gue to whom this people ſaji 
league, ncr fear thor fear, of whom alſo our Sai 
our ſaith by the Prophet, 1-<and the Children wh 
thou haſt given me , are kccounted as N ſtrange thif 
zo bith the houſe s of Jada and Iſrael; which as if 
had faid, to all that profeſs thy worſhip, for-on| 
Fud 1and Iſrael were worſhippers of God then, at 
ail other nations wor ſhipers of Idols. 
* To him thar glorieth in the Sacrament oftl 
Supper, he ſaith, whereart thou? art thou bi 
ding the body and blond of Jeſus unto bread ail 
wine, either intranſubſtantiation that it ſhould 
changed ;, (no, the unchangeable God, cannot 
changed into any created thing , nor the created 
rhinz into him) @r in conſybſtantiation ; no, ti 
invifble God canypr be joyned to the viſible Orcs 
cure, nor the viſthle into him, while it is viſible; 
H | | | "l 
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r by faith thou believeſt that he is the food of thy 
pul, as bread and wine is of thy body; and is he - 
ot ſo at all times, in all eating and drinking ?. 
eeds not thy ſoul food daily as well as thy body ? 
d is henotalſo the covering to thy ſoul to cover 
from nakedneſs and ſhame, and to defend it 
rom heat and cold, and ſtorms, as thy garment is ' 
o thy body ; and is he not thy ſupport in the day 
fweakne(s, as well as a ſtaff to thee in old age ? 
nd is not he thy ſtrength that gives thee victory 
ver thy ſouls enemies, as well as an army withan 
ble commander, and weapons of war 1n the day of 
attel ? is he not thy wiſdom to anſwer all Gain- 
ayers, and oppoſe thy ſouls enemies, as thy natu- 
al underſtanding and reaſon is in temporal things; 
nerefore ſee how many Sacraments is contained in 
his one, if thou refer it to faith, are not all theſe. 
utward viſible figns of inward ſpiritual grace ? 
'To-him that glorieth in the old forms of wor- 
hip wherein our Predeceſſors worſhiped , which. 
jere godly men ,, which forms alſo were inſtituted 
f God ; he ſaith where art thou fart thou amon 
he zealons Scribes and Phariſees in theday © 
Jelus, that gloried in Moſes and Abraham and the 
athers, they knew that God ſpake with them , 
and they were righteous men z but as to the Lord 
Jeſus they knew not what he was ; wilt thou bind 
ne Spirit of God to one form always ? thou would 
"ith Iſrael worſhip the brazen Serpent, when god- - 
ly Hezckiah pull?d it down :;"thou would ay, it 
38a good old Form which God ordained when 
ne calPd it a ſhadow of vanities : and thou would 
£0 multiply thy Sacrifices at Gilgat, becauſe it 
was a place God cr for ſavrifices, when God 
Th £5: by 
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by che Propher calÞd it , multiplying of tranſyriſ 
ons at Gilgal;, and thou woyld cry the Templet 
the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, becauſe. Gy 
gave his glorious appearance in it at Solomons pray 
er, when God cauſed it to be deſtroyed for h 
hypocriſie of them that *'worſhipt therein ; dc 

thou not perceive that all cheſe Forms ordained 
God for his worſhip , were violated by the iniqui 
ty of 1/rael, and do?ſt thou think that the worſhy 
ers1n theſe Forms are not as wicked, to maketh 
Form meerly ſuperſtition and Idolatry, and then 
fore abominable to God ? or wilt thou always we 

ſhip in the oldneſs of the Letter, and nevery 
newneſs of the ſpirit? and are not all old thin 
done away unto the true Servants of God, and 1 
things new in Jeſus ? 


To him that caſteth off the old Forms of wat L 


ſhip that are uſed, and have been uſed by our god 
ly predeceſſors, and taketh up, or entreth into, 
new Forms of worſhip, he ſaith, where arr thou! 
art thou joyning thy ſelf to them that change? mn 
thon changing thy ways and beautifying thy 
to procure love ? art thon inventing new wayst0 
worſhipGod in ? hath not God made man righ 
teous, but it is mans fault that he hath found oit 
"many inventions, Is he not the .ſame God that ſs 
ved thy predeceſſors walking and worfhipingit 
the old way ? and doth he not bid thee ftandu 
the croſs way, and inquire for the old way, whid 
is the good way and walk init ? was it not th 
iniquity of Feroboaw to change the glory ofth 
inviſible God int, the likeneſs of a calf that eat 
corn and hay? &6 


T hus are all the hearts of men ſearched adi 
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J, and all their works and ways reproved,; as he 
zith, 1 will ſcarch Jeruſalem as with candles ;, and 
-ain, when the ſpirit of truth cometh, he will 
prove the world of fin, righteoufnefs and judg- 
ent, that every man may be found a lyar, and 
od only true ; And now I proceed to that figure 
hereby is holden forth the ſure and certain com- 
ort of all the ſervants of God through the whole 
world , when they have ſinned, and by the ſearch 
ff God are convinced of fin; and fear and terror 
ire upon them ,, and their mouths are ſtopped , 
ind their hearts found guilty, and they have no 
Tay they can flee from the preſence of God, bur 
hey ſtand as the malefaftor condemned, tremb- 
WE .ng before the preſence of the Judg - as Adam and 
Eve here; Then ſaith Afoſes, did the Lord God 
wake to Adam and to his wife coats of shins and cove- 
redthem, "The coverings that man makes are but 
tig-leaves, ſoon rent, they are but as the ſpiders 
web, though they ſeem beautiful, a daſhofa Be- 
ſom takes them away, that there?s nothing to be 
ſeen, but a little filthy duſt, yet it's poyſonous 
too; but the coverings of God are made of skins 
comfortable to man $kin to skin, even the Lord 
Jeſus wbo hath taken our own nature upon him 
2nd is become man, and comes to man, and in and 
by him God covers all our ſin ; our nakednefſs, our 
ſhame, as David ſings, and this is a durable cove- 
ring, as all that God doth it laſts for ever and ever. 
Adam and Eve in all their coverings of fig-leaves, 
and trees of the Garden, were found naked and 
aſhamed, but after that God cavered them, there's 
no more ſhame nor nakedneſs feen, this was a du- 
Fable covering , as the Apparel of //rael and their 
| proviſion, 
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proviſion, when they marca out of Egype to trayd 
tothe Lord of Canaaz, their bread moulded nyt 
their drink ſowred not, their ſhoes were not wor 
under this covering is igured the forgiveneſsq 
fins, waich David joyneth together, ſaying, Ble 
ſedis the man whoſe iniquity ts forgiven, and whoſe 
& covered. GR | 
And now that fin is pardoned, the ſoul hath 
found that which he ſought for, as Abraharn thi 
ſought for a City, whoſe founder and Builder 3s Gil 
yet this through the free 'mercies of God whoſ 
found of them that ſought him not, yea of then 
that asked not after him ; and this is the ſheddin 
of his love abroad in our hearts, which begetteth 
love in us again , for every thing begets it like, 
and this love is the fulfilling of the Law, for all obeds 
ence that man performs co the law , either becau 
he is ſo commanded as a duty, or for fear of judz: 
ments threatned to the diſobedience ; is fig-leany 
coverings ? crying to the mountains and. to the 
hillsto fall on them, and hide them from wrath, z; 
the Divine faith, but this covering of: God is the 
mountain of the Lords houſe, that is ſet up abox 
the mountains and exalted above the hills, as 1/a- 
ah ſaith, and this is that mount S707 David fing 
of , and ſaith it is the joy of the whole earth, # 
her north ſide ſtandeth the City of the great King, 
her palaces God is well known for a ſurereſuze. David 
ſpeaks not here of himſelf, though he was a great 
King, nor of his ſon S-lomon, and the City Feruſs 
lem, wherein they dwelt, which Paul calls 7eruſ# 
Jem from below whfch is in Bondage, with her chil 
dren ; but he ſpea}#s of God, the King of Kings, 
and of hjs Son Jelus, (whereof he alſo faith, q 
G DL; Li 
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rd ſaid unto my Lord) and of Feruſalem from a- 
ve which is free , which is the mother of us all 
wit, of all the children of God, all true Chriſti- 
s, all that live by faith ; therefore here is figured 
Ito us the eſtate of true Believers by Feru/alem 
xd mount Sion , whereof David faith further, 
alk, about Sion , go round about her, tell the Towers 
ercof,, mark,ye well ber Bulwarks ,, conſid: r her pa- 
es, that ye may tell it to the generation following, 
hereof in order. 
Here therefore we muſt know that this Feruſa- 
mn which comes down from above, which is the 
jother of us all, is the life of faith, even that faith 
hich is the gift of God, for every good gift comes 
om above, as Fames faith, therefore it is not the 
ich of Devils, which knew Chriſt ſo well,nor the 
zith of hypocrites, that can talk much of him, but 
is that faith that works by love,. and purifies the 
cart from all Iuſting, and in this City God is well 
nown for a ſure refuge, whereof the Cities ap- | 
ointed in /rael for a refuge to the guilty perſon 
o preſerve him from the avenger of bloud, was a 
pe, for the Law purſues man in the juſt judg- 
ent of God, and ſtops every mouth, and pleads 
very heart guilty before God, whereof mount E- 
al was a figure; for as many as are of the works 
f the law are under the curſe ſaith Paul, but the 
oſpel declares a covenant, that ſpeaks better things 
ban the bloud of Abel, that cryed for vengeance 
rom the earth, for hereby is declared that gifts 
re given for the rebellious of the earth, to wit, 
he body and bloud of Jeſus for ſinners, and there- 
ore here Paul the bloudy perivcutor of Jeſuits and 
l his Saints, was ſaved, and biotin pardoned, = 
Ee cauſe 
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cauſe he did it in ignorance ; here mercy triuny 
againſt judgment, and God appearing in Chi 
anſwers the Law that purſues him ; I willheh 
refuge becauſe he hath fled to me by faith, fat 
looked npon him whom he pierced, and he may 
ned apart, not with the worldly. wiſe, andre 
g10us, with whom he had ſociety before, but aj 
with the great mourning of Rachel that wepth 
her children and refuſed to be comforted; fi 
Paul was ſtricken blind, and there lay praying; 
the Lord ſaid to Ananias, now he prayeth, 2 
pray?d, not as the worldly religious, becauſeit' 
commanded in the word. and therefore is a dut 
but he prayed becauſe now he lookt upon him 
as the chiefeſt of ſinners ; what wickedneſs | 
great, what Rebellion fo vile, as his that had pat 
cuted the Lord of life ? Oh who can tell his 
row ? what heart can conceive the afflition ofh 
ſoul? who had made Havock, even great al 
bloudy deſtruction of the Saznts of God ; thok 
pure Believers, of whom he would now be gl 
to be received as the laſt and leaft; thereforeli 
Prayer is the cry of one depth toanother , as 
vid faith, out of the depth of his miſery, wnta t 
depth of Gods mercy , ſo he comes to be a Citimt 
of this City of God, wherein God 1s well knoml 
, for a ſure refuge in her palaces ;, and by faith he 
juſtified from all his ſins, from which he could nt 
be juſtified by the Law of Aofes : and in the pals 
ces of this city dwell all ſort of ſinners, and noi 
come in it , but they that come thus in, undertit 
guilr of their ſin, apd ſinfal nature; that they mi 
by this gift of God. be made new creatures, receik 


new hearts, and framed by the Lord to his b 
, Wl 
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ill, and receive new ſpirits that will mortifie the 
ts of the fleſh, which was figured by our Savi- 
rs healing of all diſeaſes, and caſting out Devils, 
ad prophecied by Jſazak under the name of wolfs, 
ons, leopards, bears, oxen, cows, calfs, lambs, 
ds, lying together, and feeding together; and a 
tle child to lead them, whereby he ſignifieth all 
ie fierce , ravenous, brutiſh lufts of man mortified 
d then every ſoul ſubmitted to the conduct of 
hriſt the Prince of peace by his Holy Spirit, and 
iis our Saviour declares plainly, faying, came 

ot to call the Righteous, but Sinners to repertance;and 
gain, / 4m not ſent but to the laſt ef the houſe of Iſrael 
wd the abjeft of the Gentiles; and again,the whole have 
need of the Phyſitian, but the ſick, , and this he held 
orth in his Parables of the Phariſee and the Publi- 
2n, the Prodigal and his elder Brother ; thus you 
wve the palaces and their Inhabitants; now to the 
owers and Bulwarks,upon the firft Tower I may 
lace, you that were dead in fins and treſpaſſes 
ath he quickened, and even when you were dead 
a fins, that from this Tower may be publiſhed 

hemighty power and free grace of God in Jeſus, 
at gives life to: the dead, even eternal life to 
naers, even the ſalvation of their ſouls; not 
hen or becauſe they live in righteouſneſs, bur 
2n they are ſinners, and can do nothing but 
eap more fins. to thoſe they have; as Daved 
Jaith, Pſal. 107. And for the Bulwork of it that 
It be not caſt down, you have in this word (he hath 
wckged you, what He is it ? even Jeſus in whom 
$ life, and that life is the light of men, to whom 
be Father bath given to quicken whom he will 
and who by death deſtroyed hinsthat had the pow-. 
cr 
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er of death, and delivered the children appoint 
to death. Therefore who dare oppoſe ? to 
that he could not do it, or to ſay any other cg 
do it, or that any thing was or may be joy 
with him 1n this work, who dare plead with 
Maker ? and for the work, it*s not tlie righten 
neſs of nian, but the Righteouſneſs of God: 
faith, and the life of it; *therefore it muſt ned 
produce it's own effect, and it's nota carnal 
but a ſpiritual, therefore not weak but poweif 
armd with the whole Armovr of God ; might 
to caſt down the ſtrong holds of Satan and Sit, a 
againſt it the gates of Hell cannot prevail, it brig 
every thought into ſubjeftion, and it's not tenhjy 
ral but eternal ; the gift of God throingh Feſul 
life eternal , ſaith Paul, and therefore it changy 
not nor fails, but abideth for ever; and there 
all that are given to Jeſus, they live not aftetfi 
Iuſts of the fleſh, or the will of man, but theylh 
the life of faith in the ſpirit, after the will of Gd 
which is their ſanCification, and none canjl 
them out of the hands of Jeſus; not Satan, | 
they know his wiles, not the fleſh; for ir7s cv 
fied in them, not the world, for they are wilt 
from 1t's vanities , and have ſeen the pearl of 
eſtimable value, therefore they have ſold alli 
purchaſe it, even that link of the chain oft 
neck of Jeſus, which hath drawn them, Heal 
Soul, and Spirit, to run after him , and--bi 
with him for ever. (ke. 21 

Upon the ſecond Tower is publiſhed, They#h 
ſatein darkreſs have ſeen a great light ;, and toil 
that ſate in the Land of the ſhadow of Death hathil 
Light ſhined ,, trofmake known to all the miſera 
ella 
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ſtate of man by nature; that he is like the brute 
eaſt that periſheth without knowledge, as David 
ſtifies; he is ſo void of true underſtanding,that he 
alls light darkneſs, and darkneſs light, takes good 
"r evil.and evil for good, faith 1/asah; he takes the 
Devil for God, and perſecutes the People of God 
xr Hereticks, as did the Pharsſees; yet he ſearch- 
h the Scriptures, and thinks in them to have 
verlaſting life ; but he perverts all the Scriptures, 
id turns the Truth into a Lie; therefore Pas 
dviſeth him that will be wiſe, to become a fool, 
at he may betruly wiſe; ſignifying plainly thar 
1 natural wit or wiſdom muſt be deſtroyed and 
juite confounded , whereby man ſearcheth the 
rord of God, or exerciſeth himfelf in Religion or 
Righteouſneſs, as he calls it ; for this is that wits 
lom which he hath learned of the Devil, to know 
yood and evil, that he might become like God, as 
e taught ovr firſt parents ; therefore this muſt be 
teſtroyed, that mian may receive a new light, a 
e wiſdom to diſceri between things that differ ; 
nd this will teach him, that in himſelf there dwells 
0 good thinz, as Paxl confeſſed ; but in God is 
2 fountain of goodneſs. and all the Creatures , 
Ordinances, Statutes and Commandments of God 
re good, and yery good ; that there js no evil 
defore him, but what his evil Mind and -corrupt 
Heart hath corrupted , as Paul teſtifies.; Unto the 
re all things are pure; but unto the impure, even his 
ery Conſcience 15 defiled : And for the Bulwark of ir, 
hat 1t be not caſt down, that man may not think 
00 highly of himſelf, but know thar all his wiſ- 
lom is fooliſhneſs with God, i is manifeſted by 
ais Queſtion , Whence this Light ſhined upon 
| them 
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them that ſate in darkneſs ? Even from God, 
ſent his beloved: Son Jeſas to give life and liphy 
the Sons; who is made of God unto us true y 
dom, that he that believeth in him, may not g 
in darkneſs, bur may have the light of everlaſ 
life in him: Hence is manifeſt this is that ] 
of life , which is kept by the Cherubim with 
Blade of a Sword turning every way, that an 
ſhall know the Father but he towhom the Son; 
yeals him. No man hath any true knowledg 
any thing that belongs to the ſalvation of his 
Soul, unleſs he live by Faith in Jeſus ; althoy 
all men in their ſeveral forms of Religion cant 
much of Repentance , and Faith, 'and wark 
Righteouſneſs, even as it were with the Tengye 
gn Angel, all is nothing but as the ſound.of ataj 
ling Cymbal; they have but ſtoln the Truth fi 
their Neighbour , by reading the Scriptures 
hearing Preachers ., as ſome Chriſtians declacy 
what God hath done for their Souls; fo it sh 
gotten by hearing of che Ear, or ſceing of thelx 
and conceiving of the Heart, and therefore it 
not that which God hath laid up for them that | 
him: thereforeithis Bulwark remaineth ſure, tal © 
groſs darkneſs is upon every Soul .( whereof th ” 
palpable darkneſs of Egypr was a Figure ) wii!) 
Jeſus.that Light of God (which wasfigured by 
Light kept iconrinually ſhining in the Hou < 

God) liveinhim.by Faith.. N 
- Upontthe third Tower is engraven, The Hu 
of man 415 deceitful above -all things, .and inf 
wicked; whence is manifeſted ithe,great Corrupt i 
that is-in. man, and wherez even in-his heart, aan 
Fountain of his ite, and Principle of all his - , 
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ons; for out of the abundance of- the - heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh , the hand acteth, the foot mo- 
veth, &c. 'And 'what is \this corruption of the 
Heart; even infinite wickedneſs ; and yet *profe(- 
ſing Godlineſs and Honeſt y'; as itis written, <T hey 
draw near me with their lips, but their heatt 4s far 
from me ;, and again, They talk” of' vanity every one 
with his Nezghbouar ;, they diſlemble with a double 
heart, fo thar there is nothing but wickedneſs hid 
under this deceitfulneſs in #ll their a+10ns'towards 
God and towards Man ; therefore 1/aiaheompares 
man ro a corripted Carcaſs, that is nothing from 
the Soal of the foot to the Crown of the Crown of 
the head but Botchs, and Biles, and putrified Sores. 
David faith, There is decentfulneſs in their mouths, 
[ their inward part i very wickedneſs, they flatter 
with their Tongue, their Throat 1s an open. Sepalcher : 
Hence therefore it 1s evident that this man can do 
no good for his own Souls health or redemption ; 
he is the Child of. the Devil,* who is a 'Marderer, 
as was his eldeſt Son, the firſt Hypocrite-Caz, who 
oligred Sacrifice to God, but ſlew bis own Brother 
and Fames faith, How ſhall man love God whom he 
never ſaw, and loves not his Brother whom he ſ:es a:t- 
ly? And what is the Bulwark is declared by that 
Queſtion of 1ſazah, Bring forth your ſtrong gods ;, 
can they kill and make alive ? For all this corrupt 
Nature muſt be ſlain ; that old man, as Paul calls 
it, muſt be put off, with all his deceitful-Lufls, 
that man may be renewed : Therefore the Apoſtle 
lairh, Jts neither Circumciſion nor Uncircimciſion, (NO 
ways of Religion that will doit) bur a zew crea- 
tire; therefore none can do any thing in it, buc 
he that cafts down to death, and faith again, Re- 
| N EAT 
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turn ye ſons of men; he that takes away. the eq 
boaſting Spirit that is in man, and gives hima 
Spirit, even his own Spirit ; he that commy 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, ſtand up from the dead, 
Cyrift ſball give thee light ;, thus he gives himty 
ſus, to break him in pieces with a rod of lt 
like a Potters Veſſel, and raiſe him again in 
firſt ReſurreCtion, that the latter Death may] 
no power over him; that he may be plantedi 
Jeſus in the fellowſhip of his Death, whilſt he 
in the Body; that he may alſo know the verty 
his Reſurrection, and ſo become a new Creat 
begotten of God of his own good will, by 
Word of Truth, as Fames calls it, having ther 
3ng of the Regeneration,and renewing of the holy6 
powred upon him abundantly throngh Feſwn Chrif 
Upon the fourth Tower is declared, Oh thu 
fiitted,toſſed with tempeſisgarid not comforted ; wi 
12 enters the Judgments of God that exalts 
Law, and makes it honourable, that no fieſhu 
juſtified in his ſight ; God applies Judgment to 
Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, 
the refuge of Lies may be taken away, anda 
coverings that are wot of Gods Spirit, to wit, 
all mans conceited Righteouſneſs may be foun 
bea Lie or falſe Refuge, and a Covering too! 
Tow to hide his nakedneſs and uncleannel;, 
his ſhame may be diſcovered , that his Bed bt 
ſhort to ſtretch himſelf upon ; ſo that this1s 
fliction of his Mind, by loſſes and croſles 10 
world, nor of his Body , by Sickneſs or In 
ties; nor Trouble and Perſecution for Rely 
wherein man jis,perſecuted for his form of Rt 


on by men ofganother Religion ; nor yet Fo 
ecll 
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{ecution of tine Servants of Gud by the enemies of 
the 1'ruth ; for the f. ffe:ers for the Truth art 
comforted abundantly : bur this is the hand of Gul 
upon man, di{covering his Hy pocriſie, and ſettins 
all. his fins in order before him; ſo that he 1s [0 
terrified with the jud:,mencs of Gud , that he can 
have no reſt night nor day, the lIighrof the day 
witneſſing to the truch of Guds judgments , and 
the darkneſs of the night »eing a retemblance of 
his dark; fooliſh, ignorant mi .d, his friends ſtand 
fac off. as David?s, or are m:ſ{crable comforters, 
as 7ob's; all helps fail, the: es no way left, but to 
turn to him that ſmote him, even to God, whole 
mercies never fail z and therefore he ſaith, Bebold 
I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and thy founda- 
tions with Saphires , I will mak: thy ner of A- 


fates, thy gates of Carbuncles, and all thy borders of - 


precious ſtones : ſpeaking as it were, of a City de- 
ſtroyed, that lay in its own aſhes; but he will re- 
build it, and make it-glorious to behold, ſtrong 
and firm to abide all tempeſts; to which ſort of 
building our Saviour alſo compares the faithful 
hearer of the Word, that neither rain, wind, nor 
tempeſt can do any harm to it. And by the like 
Figure is the ſtate of the Church holden forth often 
by the Prophets, and the Pſalmiſt, and in the Re- 
' velations, under'the name of Feruſalem and S:07 ; 
and on the contrary, the ſtate of Hypocrites is fi- 
gured by the names of Edom and Babylon , that 
were enemies to 1/7ael, as Hy nocrites are to true 
Believers: But hence is deciared, the new crea- 
tureor true Chriſtian, that he had iived in lgno- 
rance and brutiſhneſs under” Satan, in Sin , and 
Hypocriſic, as Iſrael in Fgypr under Pharaoh __ 
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his Task-maſters; and as 7/rael could not be fy 
from that bondage, but only by God himſelf, 
that with a ſtrong hand, and a ſtretched out 4 
in powring out his Judgments upon Pharauh z 
all Egypt ; ſo cannot mans Soul be brought at 
his carnal and hypocritical eſtate by any meu 
but by the power of God upon the carnal mj 
.- figured by the D:vzne, by his Vials powred outy 
... on all green things, to deſtroy them; fignihi 
the taking away all carthly things that gave « 
tent to the carnal mind, as alſo all pleaſing:;w 
. of Religion ; and by Vials powred out. upont 
- . Seat of the Beaſt, ſignifying. the carnal, hypo 
.. tical mind of man that delights in any. thing) 
. God; as I/rael was faid to worſhip all the Hoſt 
. Heaven, Beaſts of the Earth, Fowls of the\ 

-, andeven creeping things, any thing but God; 
:. .now men worſhip their forms of Religion, tit 
. Zeal, their Sabbath-keeping, their Baptiſm, the 
form of Baptizing and communicating theirma 
' Ing on a Light, ſaying Thou or You, putting ( 
the hat or not, any thing fave Faith in Jeſus, ! 
gain; men lead one another from one form of & 
ligion to another ; none deſtroys all but Gal 
he leaves nothing for man to: look upon but Chr 
crucified ; not Chriſt praying, working Mirack 
or fitting in Heaven, but only Chriſt crucified al 
they dying withhim, that they may live with hin 
and ſuffering with him, that they may reign wl 
him ; therefore here is a firm Bulwark : it mk 
| be God himſelf that hath wounded , that mil 
heal; and none elſe can lay on affliction fo, bi 
that man can eaſe Þjimſelf; as Solomon faith, I 
Spirit of man beats all his Infirmities, but 4 my 
w_” 
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irit who cars bear \and”1/er4h faiths he 6a come 
rt the afflifted heart ? But the Church glories in 
sMercies, He hath ſmitten, and he will cure us; he © 
th wounded, and hi will beal us, after two days he. 
ill revive us, and the third day we ſhall live tm his © 
ht ; and apain this is that affliction that profits 
, that adverſity that is a School to inſtrutt us in. 
e fear of God ; whereof David faith, Before T 
4 affiifted I went aſtray ; but now have I learned ta © 
ep thy Commandments. Other Aflictions fright 
me men intoa Profeſſion of Religion, but the 
art remains as cruel asever ; as the Servant pfey- 
| his Maſter, Have patience with me, and I will pay 
ee al/, and then had no patience with his fellow- 
rvant; fo in Sickneſs many promiſe great Refor- 
ation, but when recovered, turn with the dog 
the vomit; yet ſome continue a profeſſion of 

[12100 towards God, but cruel to man; as He- 
4 did, that reformed many things at the hearing 
John Baptiff, but murdered him to pleaſe his 

hore, and other Saints, to pleaſe the Fews 3 

ough he continued his great eſteem of Fohn Bap- 
Upon the fifth Tower is written in large Cha- 
ters, that he that runneth may read it, The 
one which the Builders refuſed is become the headof 
Corner ;, this is the Lords doing, and it 15 marvel 

smnoureyes, There is the wiſdom of the world 
anifeſted to be fooliſhneſs with God, yea enmity 
ainſt God ; for what ſtone is this that is refuſed ? 
en the Lord Jeſus : He is the foundation of all ' 
lteouſneſs, wiſdom, 'and all things that pertain 
the ſalvation of Souls: and who refuſeth this 
Pn? even the Builders, the Teachers, Miniſters, 
K 3 --. x. 
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that profeſs to teach men the ways of God, hon 
they may attain righreouineſs, and obrain falvats 
on ; they muſt read, and hear, and pray, and be 
rightiy baptized, and receive the Sacrament, and 
when to bow, and kneel, and ſtand up, and make 
and keep a- Covenant , and wait on the Light 
within, and repent, and believe, and wear decent 
Apparel, and ſay Thou, and pur oft the Hato 
not,any thing but Chriſt, to wit, that Regeneration, 
(without which no man ſh.ill enter into the Kingdom 
Heaven) is powred upon us by him ; that he give 
light and life to the dead and blind, that he 1stte 
Vine that makes all the Branches of Life fruitful, 
that he is the Shepherd that leads his Sheep tofai 
oreen Paſtures; and ſweet running Rivers, to wit, 
leads his people to the Word of God, and fees 
them with the ſincere Milk of it, not with the Le 
ter that kills, but with the Spirit that quickels, 
that he is the door that leads to the Father ; for 
that none knows the Father, but to whom the Sl 
will reveal him ; that in him we are circumciſe 
with a Circumcifon not made with hands, but that 
of the heart, which 1/-az! wanted, even thatdl 
laſts, lies, vanity and folly, to wit, all fin and tk 
quity be cut out of the Heart and Aﬀections ; and 
in whom alſo we are buried by Baptiſm, even 0 
that of his, which is by the Holy Ghoſt, whid 
mortifies the deeds of the body, that we may 
unto God; that he is made of God unto us wi 
dom, righteouſneſs, fanctification and redempti0 
chat iu him therevis neither Circumciſion nor It: 
* circvmciſion,nejther Jew nor Gentile, Barbara 
Scythiar, Bo::d nor free ; thzt he jt is in wil 
the Church glories, Vnto us a Child i5 born, _ 5 
4 
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”m us given, and the Government u laid upon his 
ders, and his Name 3s wonderful, Councellor, the 
ighty God, the everlaſting Father , the Prince of 
zace ; and of his Peace, and of bis Government 
ere ſhall be no end, to fit upon the Throne .of 
)avid, to govern it, and to eſtabliſh it even for 
ver. Oh! why are not Miniſters Mouths opened 
) preach his praiſes ? Is not -kere a* Fountain 
pened to waſh away all Sin, . iniquity and Hypo- 
rife 5 Is not here a Cabinet opened af hidden. 
reaſures to enrich every Soul with heavenly Gifts? 
\nd moreover, is-not he the Author and Finiſher 
ff cur Faith ? the beginner and perfeCter of every 
word and work unto the praiſe and glory of the 
Father? Doth not he work all our works in us ? 
EWhat ſhall be-joyned with him 2? Were they nor - 
falſe Apoſtles that would joyn Circumciſion and: | 
keeping of the Law, with him ? Dotn not Paul 
teſtifie , if any were circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould 
profit them nothing ? and' if any ſonght tobe ju- 
ftited by the Law, they were fallen from Grace ; 
Chriſt ſhould be of no effect to them ? And doth 
he not tell them, thoſe Teachers bewitched them , 
and perverted the. Truch? And again, is not he 
the Tree that yields twelve manner of fruits, ripe 
inevery month, whoſe leaves heal all the maladies 
of al Nations ? Dpth not he tread the winepreſs 
of the wrath of God alone ? Of all the people 
was there any that took part with him? 1s it not. 
he that ſaithro the Church, 7 am the green Fir-tree, 
upon mb is the fruit found? 1s there any mortifica- 
tion of the fleſh, or lite of the Spirit in any man, 
unleſs he be in him ? Did not Pw! follow the cou .1- 
fel of fleſh and blood in all his zealous Religion 
K-40 QUILI 
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until it pleaſed che Fither fo'reveal his Sh in him? 
Do not all men ſo-inthe zeal of their ſeveral forms 
of Religion ,, wherein they {trive-to.outſtrip o. 
thers, aridſay in their hearts, Stand far off: me, | 
am hoher than you? Read, and conſider |ye tha. 
forget Ged, (leſt he tear youin pieces, and there be nom, 
to deliver. - And this - Power : hath: a ſtrong Buls, 
wark; for God himſelf. did ſay unto.him, Thou art, 
my Sonz' this dzyhave T begotten thee: and:he gave 
bm the Heath2n as well -as 7ſrael, and: the utmoſt: 
parts of' the Earth for hispoſleſſion ; hegave him; 
to have/Jife in himſelf, and quicken whom he will; 
he gave him for a Corenant to the people, .evena! 
new Coyenant of Grace: not like the former, that! 
ſtood upon mans works; i but that ſtands-upon the; 
work of God inthe heart of man, wherein he faith;: 
I will write my Laws in thew hearts; and-any. fear mi 
ih:ir inward parts ; 1 will cauſe'them to underſtand/ 
my Laws, and my. Judzments, and to:do- them, ! 
I will give them a'mnew- heart, and renew aright" 
ſpirit within them; andiall theſe things will I do1 
unto them, and not forfake them : and! allthis will! 
he do by- Jeſus Chrift;; for! in him;{and by.himz.) 
and through him, and'for him, are all things ; to:/ 
him'therefore be Glory and praiſe for ever. | 
Uponthe ſixth Tower is placed, S$r2g-O barren; 
thou that did(} not bear. beak, forth mmto ſmging., and. 
cry aloud thou that did}t not travel with Child, for. 
wore are the Chilarei of: the deſolate, then of the mat- 
r:cdwife, ſaith the Tord.: Hereby is figured out 
anto us the barren and fruitleſs condirion of a man 
without Chriſt ; of which our Saviour. ſaith :(*If ye 
ebide in me, and I in yu, 'ye ſhall bririg forth fruit ) 
without zme ye can dowithing 3 while: man is without ' 
a 02u kN Chriſt, ' 
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bciſt, he iSmarbieWtd hk! biefÞs, kifd vainhopess « 1 
Ifr act truſted.to; the. help of Egypt, and ſought. | 
zunſel at- King, Fareb,.the. Prophet tells them, . 
e- Horſes of Egypt are Fleſb and not Spirit, and the. .. 
lyof. Egypt would be as.a.goad, in their hdcsangl oi 
nail.in their hands;and that their ſtrength is to fit;, | 
ll; better to fit, by the water. of Sh:/o, that.runs -,,, 
ly, than: to rejoyce; jn the ſwift ſeven-headed,, . 
ver. Nilus ;, Wwhichi all figures out unto us oux..... 
ohg;Religion that 1s without Chriſt, how faſt . 
learn to perform; all Duties , Prayers , and. ,.. 
aiſes Baptizing and Repenting,. Believing, and., . 
, and what is all ? nothing but painted Sepyl: J., 
e&s, Within .1s, corgyption- and. 'xottennels ;. or; . 
atters and Cups, .whoſe, outfidesareglean waſht; .. 
t-infides full. ef rapine and gluttony ;, which. all, .. 
wifes man in;21 form \ of -Religion, without thin © 
mer; for Chriſt; is-the power and- wiſdom of , ., 
dd ;.and they that,bave a-form without, have no- 
riſt within, though all mans. Religion .is to join... 
rilt and their form: together, -hut it cannot be... 
if they have a form, they deny the.power. , Yea. r 
Stephen told the proud Phariſees, they reſiſt the: 
rer ; like unto your Fathers ſoare ye, a ſtiff- _, 
ked and ſtubborn Generation, always reſifting 
wiſdom of the-Holy Ghoſt: for they are. 4 j- 
ud of their form,, they think they do great -, 
gs, but they ſow to the wind, and they ſhall 
p the whirlwind ; they ſow to the fleſh, and,,, 
y ſhall reap corruption ; the root is rottenneſs, .: 
Ithe ſeed is duſt; they ſow on the hard way ſide, 
the Devil takesjt away, it, nzver enters their 
ts, for their hearts are harder than Adamant, 
ancd through a conceit of. their goodneſs; they: - 
| are 
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like the Pot whoſe ſcum is boiled in the Broth, that 
it cannot be ſeparated ; or like the wine ſerled on 
the Lees, that cannot be refined ; they receive ſeed 
in thorny ground, for the cares of this world and 
Luſts of other things choak it, and make ir unfruit. 
ful, for ſome of them are moſt coyerous, and 
ſome drowned in divers luſts, and make & great 
profeſſion of Religion to cloak their filthineſs with. 
al; and ſome receive the word in ſtony grount, 
and theſe make a goodly luſtre, they receive i. with 
joy. and bring forth fruit with gladneſs of heart; 
of whom the Lord ſaid to the Prophet, They com 
before thee as a people that delight in the Lord, ail 
defire to know the Fudoments of their God, ard thit 
art unto them as one that can play well on a well tun 
Inſtrument. © brave people! what delight the 
have in the Prophet and his teaching ? But whit 
faith David? They do but flatter with their Li 
and difſemble with their aouble heart. Thus thel 
married wives bring forth plentifully unto thei 
Husbands they are married to, even their own col 
ceits and conceited Religion and righteouſnt 
which is meer hypocriſie ; therefore the Lord mi 
turn this fruitful field into a barren wildernel 
there ſhall nothing grow upon it but Thorns al 
Briars, to witneſs it is prepared for deſtructioi 
ready to be burned ; to wit, he will give them tl 
would not hear his voice when he ſaid unto the 
T has is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, bt 
him: theſe, I ſay, will he give up to their 0 
hearts luſts, and%o walk in their own Councel 
but when the Lo!?d hath ſent a famine upon thel 
aS'upon the Prodigal, not a famine of Bread 
Drink, but of hearing the word of God : wi 
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hath poſſeſſed th-ir Souls with their own iniqui- 
s, that their Sin is gone over their head, a bur- 
n too heavy fr them to bear, when he diſcovers 
their wickedneſs crying out as the Sin of Sodom, 
en he humbles their Sculs ſo, that they are wea- 
of dwelling in the Tents of Xedar, and Taber- 
cles of Meſeck , when they are found from the 
ot to the head all Sin,as a carcaſsfull of Botches, 
les and putrified Sores, when all friends ſtand 
off, and cannot comfort them ; when they cry, 
am a Maſs of ſin; when they dare not look up 
Heaven ; then is it that they bring forth fruits 
undantly unto the Locd ,, fora troubled Spirit is 
e Sacrifice of God. a broken and a contrite heart _ 
> will not defpiſe. Theſe that ſow im Tears, _ 
all reap in Joy ; theſe barren ones ſhall have ma- 
y Children -to wit, when man counteth himſelf 
rren, that there is no good thing in him, that he 
not ſufficient for one good thought, then doth 
bring forth fruits of true righteouſneſs unto the 
ord, deep forrow of Heart , humble confeſſion 
[ Sins, an abſolute loathing of his ſinful Nature, 
nfeigned Repentance, fervent. earneſt , conti- 
ual Prayer, a low eſteem of himſelf, as of a moſt 
tevous Sinner, a high eſteem of the weakeſt Be- 
ever, aPrayer for all others, even for enemies, 
aving great ſadneſs of heart to ſee the moſt of 
ie world live in ignorance & careleſneſs of their 
ouls Health ;-buc moſt grievouily affl:Qed in mind 
d hear almoſt all the Miniſtry delud<d, and ſode- 
ding all their Hearers : giving freely to the poor, 
cording to, or rather above his ability, a hnn- 
ry ſecker afrer God and ali his Merci-s in* Je'us, 
l the miniſtry of the Word, praying daily for the 
| guidance 


124 An Expoſition of the 
guidance of the Haly. $pir@, humbly i ſubmitting 
to all Qrdinances of. men for the government of 
the world, ſuffering with joy for the teſtimony 6f* 
the Truth, even unto the moſt cruel death. Thug * 
is the barren womb or deſolate widow become * 
Mother of.many Children, the barreg wilderneſs © 
turned into a fruitful field, to wit, the finful Soul" 
of a Believer ;, for thy Maker is thy Husband, faith 
Iſaiah $8: the Lordof Hoſts is bis Nameythy Redeem: 
er the Holy One of Iſrael, the God of the whole Earth 
ſhall he be. called; which is the Bulwark of this" 
Tower ; for it 1s he that worketh all theſe things; * 
therefore the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſ 
© So "7 Ll 
Thus we have ſix Towers anſwering to the' fit 
days work wherein God out of a confuſed dark, 
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Gen. 11. We have the Building of Babel; in | 
order whereunto it is ſaid , The whole Earth was of 
one Language, and of one Speech ;, and they ſaid, It , 
us builda City and a Tower whoſe top may reach t 
Heaven, that we may get us a Name, that we be ut 
ſcattered upon the whole Earth, © 7 

Here 1s the Figure of all catnal Religion ; when 
man will be religious out of his own carnal wiſdon, | 
before that God reveal the Lord Jeſus in him; Ml Þ! 
here is his intent thr&agh his own work and wil- IM * 
dom to get to Heaven, & to get hima Name tobe 
more. hoy than others, that he be not accounted 
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- like other men of 'the earth : therefoxe Solomon 
exhorts, Be not righteous too ſoon: The Houſe is 
builr too ſoon that is built without a Foundation. 
Pauls righteouſneſs wherein he was touching the 
Law blameleſs, was too ſoon, becauſe it was he- 
fore that Chriſt (who is the true foundation 'of all 
righteouſneſs) was revealed in him : So that Re- 
ligion 1s meer Hypocrifie whereby man ſeeks his 
own Glory, to get himſelf a Name or Praiſe among 
' men, as our Saviour ſaid the Phariſees and Sad- 
duces did ; All they do, isto be ſeenof men : for 
'W the Children of God are quite contrary ; as he 
' faith by the Propher, 7 and the Children whom thou 
haſt given me are accounted as a ſtrange thing». 'And 
to whom ? 80 both the Howſes of Iſrael; even to all 
Profeſſors of Religion, or to all that have a Form 
Wh of Religion. And Pau! ſpeaking of them under 
"Wh the name of a true Few, that hath the true Circum- 
_— faith, Their Praiſe is not of men, but of 
Goa. | 
Therefore as this Building diſpleaſed God, and 
he confounded their Language, and ſcattered them 
over all the earth, ſo doth this Hypocritical Reli- 
210n, and he ſcattereth them into divers forms, 
2nd (ets them ar diſſention one with another, upon 
any trifling Conceir, or Opinion, or Circum- 
ſtance; that even a rational man will think them 
mad, to place Religion in ſuch fooliſh trivial 
things : thus as the Builders of Babel, by that 
way which they thought to get them a Name, that 
they ſhouid not be ſcattered over the earth, even 
by the fzme means they were ſcattered and con- 


founded, ſoare all the follow&rs of formal Reli- 
Yion, 6. 
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Gen. 12. begins with the Call of Abram; t 
Lord commanding him, Get thee out of thy Cy 
trey, and from thy Kindred, and from thy Fain 
Houſe. | | | 
Which figures out unto us, the calling of n 
out of a formal Religion unto the true. worfhipi 
God, even to Faith in Jeſus, for leaving of 
Countrey, and Kindred, and Fathers Houſe, ho 
forth perfect Self-denial, even abhorring of hin 
ſelf, his Religion, and Zeal, and all, as Fob, nti 
his three Friends talked with him, would note 
his integrity 3 but when God had ſpoken tohi 
out of the Thunder, - then he cried in bitternek( 
ſpirit, 7 have heard of thee by the hearing of thu 
but now mine eye ſeeth thee ;, therefore I ablar 
ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. And Paul, a 
that Jeſus appeared to him, all that Relig 
(which he counted gain before, towit , profitd 
for his Souls falvation ) was turned to loſs; 
he counted it dung. And this Religion mays 
be compared to mans own Countrey , Kindr 
and Fathers Houſe; for it is all founded it 
own breaſt : for though he alledge Scriptures, 
it muſt be as he underſtands them; which is 5 
perverts them ; for neither muſt the Law lay! 
under curſe, by declaring the wrath of Gol 
ainſt Sin, nor the Goſpel bring ſalvation to 
ful ſinners, magnifying the free mercies of 
to Rebels, in pardoning Sin and Rebellion fit 
through the death of Jeſus; but from both hel 
learn Rules and Leſſons , which obeying, hel 
be faved ; ſo the word of God is' preceptl} 
precept, line upon line unto him : and as fur 
' Gol 1s true, he goes backward , ſtumbles, 
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falls, ard is broken, and ſnared, and taken. 
And as this is a perfect Emblem of Self-denial, 
following God whither he pleaſeth , plainly figu- 
reth unto us Faith in Chriſt, which is that gift of 
God, that husbandry of God whereby the Soul is 
implanted into Jeſus, and made fruitful , and 
whereby men are made the ſheep of Chriſt, and 
know his voyce, and follow him, and will not fol- 
low a ſtranger , for they know not the voyce of 
Strangers. | 

In the third Verſe he faith, 7 wil bleſs them that 
bleſs thee, and curſe them that curſe thee ;, whereby 
isſhewed, when God hath ſeparated man to him- 
. ſelf from the world, that Soul is endleſly happy ; 
for God is powring his Bleſſings upon his Souls, 
when he hath deprived him of Countrey, Kindred, 
and fathers Houſe, he is more unto him than as 
: David ſaith, Lord Life np the light of thy Countenance 
upon ws :, thou haſt put more glaaneſs into my heart, 
than when Corn and Wine and Oyl increaſeth. This 
is the large portion of Gods people. And on the 
+ contrary , how miſerable is the world - that ap- 
proves not of theſe true Fews, truly circumciſed, 
but hates them whom Chriit hath taken out of the 
voy , tobe his own, they lie under the curſe of 

od. 

Again, how comfortably may a Believer ſuffer 
all the hatred, perſecutions, reviling and ſtander- 
ing of men, when it is a teſtimony unto them of 
the love and bleſſing of God ? 

Abraham fearing becauſe of his wifes »beauty , 
hgnifies weak Faith and Love; for perfe&t Love 
caſts out Fear. God's pnniſhing Pharaob's houſe 


for Sarah's cauſe, ſhews hew the Lord bears _ 
* tne 


cw ” 


9 347 1 FT T- i; 7 < ut J* ks 


=Y An xedttfns of the: . 


_ the weakneſs of his Servants, and preſent 
from their Adverſaries.-- 4 

In Ger: 14- is the- firſt Battel of Faith, whe 
* Abraham with a few overcame the overcome $; 
_ guring the Victory of Faith over all ſins and 


_  thatare conquerors in all others ; which is alk 


.  gured in that word of God againſt Babylon; 
thou ceaſeſt to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled, andi 
That captivated(# others , D ta be led mnto ca 


7 
Ki Type of Chriſt | in WRChizedeck ; - meth 
i "ond in this Chapter, is largely handled by tek 
Poſtle to the Hebrews, chap. 7 
In Chap. 17. God cemiſcth to Abrahawiy 
by his wife Sarah, and changeth their Names, 
makes with him an everlaſting Covenant, evelil 
. Covenant of Circumciſion, and promiſeth topi 
to him and his Seed after 'him the Land' of (Ca 
an for an everlaſting poſſeſſion ; which Coven 
and Promiſe cannot belong to Abraham's, Seedi 
ter the fleſh, nor to the earthly-Canaar ; forn 
ther of theſe could be everlaſting, and are alr 
_ dy long ſince ſeparated , but hereby is figured 
the Heirs of promiſe, as I/aac was, who are mo 
ed and ſcorned of the Heirs of the fleſh, % 
was: by 1/-rael ( which Figure is handled by P 
Gal. 4. as alſo the Figure of his two Wives, 
rahand Agar and their Sons.) but to the Hani 
Promiſe is. promiſed a Heayenly Canaan, 00 
which are everlaſting, and cannot be ſeparate 
_ of -which our 'Saviour ſaith , Fear at little Flt 
# 1s your Fathers will to Tve you 4 K ingaom ;, andi 
alſo their Circvmciſion is everlaſting , which tk 


in the fleſh con!d not be; fo the everlaſting Con 
ld | 


Difieult-Texts in-Geneſis. 129 
nant could not be means of that Circumciſion ; for 
hough 7ſ-act obſerved that diligently , yet the 
ord cottiplained that they were as evil, ;ea worſe 
han their neighbours the Heathens, for that they 
mere not circumciſed in heart : which Figure is 
oucht ox2.:2. 28, By the change of their Names, 
Iſo is fignred the change of their Natyres, that 
hey are regenerate and made fruitfu] tothe Lord, 
s by the Circumciſion is figured that which is not 
made with hands , which 1s the: purifying of the 
cart by: Faith, e(vhereaf the Apoſtle ſpeaketh (cal- 
ing'the Fews thatiwere circumciſed in the'fleſh, the 
oncifioit) and faith, We are the Circninciſion which 
forſhip! God inthe Spirit, rejoyce in Chriſt Feſus, and 
ave 0 trifidehte in the'Fleſb + So their new- Names 
gure out that divine' Name whereof Foh# ſpeaks 
1the Revelarion, a new Name engraven in a white 
tone, which no man'can read bur he that hath it. 
In Chap. 33: is the' offering of 7/aac, which fi- 
mares "our! vtito'vs-trie' Self-denial, wherein we 
iveupall our intefeſtc rr the Earth; and 'all our 
tternal Hopes-of Heaven, all that the eye ſeeth, 
e ear heareth; of the heart conceiveth; for none 
f theſs'is/ that which-God hath laid up for them 
at love ARA PoP\in Iſaacwwas the Promiſe of the 
and of Ca34#;;* ind alſo" of eternal Bleſſednefs ; 
d man miſt be Hforight: t&the loſs of all, which 
eter Calls M's Trial that:ſhall come vVPon all. 


In Chip-/»F. 292.3 The rio Children ftriving 


| the "Mothers womb , a 'Figure of a Chrifttans 
tte; for4m' all Believers the Fleſh and the Spirit 
re in continbal ftrife s as Pur witnefleth, Gal. 5. 
7. (Af'theLord'Aying, the Elary ſhall ſerve the 
one? AGures Hit the mortification of the Fleith 
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bythe Spirit; for by the Elder is holden Torth 
Fleſh ; for that which is after the Fleſh, is the f 
mer, as Iſhmael was before Iſaac, which held for 
the ſame Figure , as Paul ſheweth. | 
The ſame Figure is holden forth in every Batt 
or War fought by Faith , where the weaker pay 
prevaileth ;, for all men in- fleſhly wiſdom ſtrivey 
be the ſtronger party, but Believers truſt inGx 
that giveth Victory ; as 7enathan, Gidcen, Jl 
and the like ; as the Lord faith by Zachary, 
by Fort nor Tower, but by my Sprit, ſauth the [ 
Whence our Saviour allo teacheth, that if a Kig 
dare not with ten thouſand meet him that comet 
againſt him with twenty thouſand (to wit, by fai 
in God) it were beſt for him to. make: peace ni 
him ; for they are not always the more rightea 
who get the-victory, as moſt men account, thouy 
they be:the leſſer or weaker party ; but only itfigh 
reth out the Victory of the Spirit againſt the Fleſh 
for God of:en giveth up his People to. their Ei 
mies for their correction ; 2nd therefore hea 
that Aſhur was his Rod : And fometimes he givel 
them into the hands of their Enemies, when tif 
truſt roo much in the external ways of Worſhij 
th: ugh ordained of God ; as Iſrael was given it 
the Hand of the Phil:/?wms, when they truſted ti 
they ſhould prevail by carrying the Ark of theC# 
venanr into the Field... I 
In Chap. 27. Facob obtaining the Bleſling fro 
Eſau by policy, through his Mothers teaching, 
g4reth out the skill of the Miniſtry , wherein tk 
Minifter uſeth all means to win Souls to the Low 
as Paul faith, Being yet more cunning, 1 taught 
2nd it allo iheweth, that the works of Godal 


We, 
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not always juſtifiable to mans wiſdom ; therefore 
David faith, His Fudgments are a great depth : and 
Paul ſaith, How unſearthable are his Ways, and his 

udoments paſt finding out ? 
s Wſaas Helps > Facob hgureth out the Chri- 
ſtians; for all are the Bleſſings and Gifts of God; 
ſo his words to Eſas,anſwers to the Eleſh and fleſh- 
ly minded; for he ſaith not , God give thee, as to 
acob ; but, the fatneſs of the Earth ſhall be thy 
portion ; and ſo it is, 4:4 the dew of Heaven from 
ove, not fignifying any heavenly Bleſſings, but 
uch as enrich the Earth, wherein the carnal mind 
ejoyceth'; and he faith further, By thy Sword ſhale 
hou live ;-,yvhich figures out the nature of the car- 
al mind, which lives by contention, rejoyceth in 
dvercoming by power or policy, as the Fleſh inſults 
the weakneſs of the Spirit. Laſtly he faith, 
t ſhall come to paſs, when thou ſhalt get the Maſtery, 
bat thou ſhalt break_ his yoke from thy neck ; Ex- 
dunders of the Scripture are buſied to find out 
s, to wit, when the Poſterity of Eſau, to wit, 
le Edomutes , overcame and-purſued 1/ael; for 
ey remember. not. that our Saviour faith, -Tbe 
ras that: L' ſpeak, unto you , are Spirit and Life ;, Or 
le they-do not imagine that the Penmen of the 
oly Scriptures did ſpeak in the fame. Spirit; for 
they look on this Word id this way, they- need 
t ſeek the time when the carnal generation gets 
aſtery ; for thence come Perſecutions and Mar- 
doms of Gods People, whereof the Lord com- 
uns by David; Plal. 14,& 53. Have they no 
poledge,: that they eat up my peogle even as Bread : 
ther need-they teek what time thg Fleſh gers Ma- 
If over the Spirit, even in Believers ; whereof 
oh 2 Paul 


132 An Expoſition of the. 
Paul complains ſo much ; The law of the membij 
w..1's 4gainſt the law of, the mind, and leads met 
t ve ntothe law of Sin and Death * O wretched 
that I am, who ſhall d. liver me from this body of Si 
and Death? * So it is with every Chriſtian ; 1f'th 
Lord be not with him, the Enemy prevails : Ther 
fore-David cries, Why art thou ai(tranger that fliy 
but with ns for a mght :;, why goeſt thou nat out with 
Armics ?* And Moſes with 1/rael Prays that Gd 
will go out with them inthe morning, elſe theya 
no Vittory ; and return with them at ni#ht., « 
they get no ſafe reſt. All which figures outti 
ſtate of Chriſtianity; for if Chriſt be with'us, 
ſhall be more than Conquerors, and our: Enemid 
ſhall flee before us, even Sins and Luſts,  thos 
ſand atthe fight of one, to wir, of our Lordeſs 
Chriſt; but if he be notwith us, we ſhall flee whi 
none. purſues, &e. © de 
Then E/an hated. Facob-becauſe of the Bleſin > 
wherewith his Father-blefſed him ; and Can lll C 
Abel becauſe AbePs ſacrifice was more accept 
to God than his ; this holds forth the birtereni 
ty -of every carnal mind againſt the ſervants! 
God; theres notbing ſocruel, it regards nofrk 
ſhip, bond, nor covenant, it breaksithrovghal 
father riſe againſt ſon; and ſon againſt /father;# 
Hence came invention of ſo many - cruel tormenl 
and tormenting Engins, Fire, wild-Horſes, A 
Saws, &'e. The carnal man plays the Hypocri 
pretending ſome other thing ; but this js the 
tom, his mind frets, his heart burns, his ſpirit 
geth, becauſe of this, ſhall. he be preferr*d bl 
me ? he isa dereiver, a ſeducer, a heretick, (hl; 
have him put to death. Wucll 
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In the'28. Facob's ladder figureth ont the Lord 
eſus, who only comes down .from God to man 
nd the Angels, ſignifie the true miniſters of the 
oſpel, who. preach nothing but God appearing in 
hriſt, to reconcile the world co himſelf, and 
ork all their works in them and for them, and 
elievers aſcending up by faith, that though'their 
embers live upon the earth, they may have their 
nverſation in Heaven; their treaſure, even the 
ord Jeſus being there, their heart may be there 
ſo; that they may live in communion with God 
eir father , and with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt their 
aVIOUTL, 
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EXODUS. 


N Exodas is the great Type or Figure of mans 
Captivity to Satan and Sin,and Gods defiverance 
r as Iſrael was in captivity to Pharaoh, fo 
at no power could deliver them but God; and 
at by a mighty hand and ſtretched out arm ; ſo 
man under the power of Satan and fin, that no 
eans can free him but the Lord Jeſus, who 1s the 
wer and wiſdome of God to falvatiou . both 
Jew and Geatile; ſo that none can be delive- 
dbut by him : and as Pharaoh and his Task-maſ- 
rs made them weary of their lives by fore la- 
bur, in clayand brick, and all works of the field.; 
d all manner of cruel bondage, which they layd 
on tnem maſt craelly; ch. 1., 14-. fo Satan and 
ly luts and earthly cares, kgeps man in fo 
wll bandage, that he riſes urls and lies down 
| L 3 I Jate, 
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late, and eats the bread of carefulnefs, his defy 
are enlarged like Hell, that cannot be fatisfe 
though he have no child, yet there's no end of 
labours, he can never fay | have enough, more 
hath, the more would he have, there's no 
but he toyls in the very fire for the vanity of 
mind, he loadens himſelf as with thick clay, 
that they cannot be delivered, but by the mig 
power of God. | ] 
Yea moreover, when man is brought toa jy 
feſſion of Religion, whereby he hopes to bed 
vered; then as Pharaoh increaſed the bondage, | 
Satan turns all: mans Reljgion into his own wot 
Pennance and Pilgrimages, Whippings and Wh 
nings, Sighings and Groanings ,, Confeſlings a 
Reſtitutions, &c. for mortifying the fleſh; nt 
Singings and Organs, and Feaſtings, &c. inſte 
of joy of Spirit? the word of God muſt notht 
battering hammer, a burning fire, a double-eap 
ſword, to deſtroy all iniquity and leaven, tot 
the whole body ſoul and ſpirit unto God ; ant 
Tree of life that bears twelve manner of fruit, t 
in every month, to ſatisfie every hangry ſal 
through all the quarters of the world, whoſe leatt 
alſo heals thz maladies of all nations : but it m 
be precept upon precept, line upon line, her 
little and there a little, leſſon after leſſon, inſt 
ion upon inſtruction, 'till the poor blind ſouls 
backward, and fall, and are broken, and ſnar 
and taken. | 2 
And as the Land of Egypt figureth the captili 
of the Soul, ſo the promiſed Land of Canddl 
Land that flowgth with milk and honey ,.#gurt 
the joys and comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, y * 
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vith the Chriſtian is filled by believing ; which 
avid calls the fatne(s of Gods houſe. and the 
arrying them through the red-Sea, by that migh- 
y miracle, of making a dry way through the midſt 
f the Sea, ſignifies that no man can be brought 
ut of the bondage of Satan and ſin, which every 
ne lies under by natpre, intoa ſtate of Grace , 
obe a ſon and ſervant of God, but by the hand 
ff God, and that in a wonderful power, 'to wit, 
y Jeſus Chriſt, who is the wiſdom and power of 

od to ſalvation; and that not as man learns to 
now him, by the teaching of man, or can conceive 
f him by ſeeing, reading, or hearing ; but as he 
Srevealed in the ſoul by the father, the father al- 
odrawing the ſoul unto him ; that it may be ma- 
ifeſt to be the power of God alone, ſo likewiſe 
he Lord going before them in a pillar of a cloud 
y day, ſignifies the hiding of the mighty appea- 
Ince of the power and preſence of God with his 
jeople in this deliverance, from all the wiſdom 
ff the world ; that upon every glory there may 
ea defence, as the Prophet ſpeaks; and his ap- 
xaring ina Pillar of fire by night , ſhews that as 
he preſence of God in the miniſtry, gives light. 
oman in his darkneſs, to wit, his ignorance of 
od; 10 it is burning to conſume what is of the 
Ieſh or wiſdom of man ; and therefore our Savi- 
ur ſaith, that Fohz Bapriſt was a burning and ſhi- 
ing light. Again, whereas the pillar of the cloud 
ame behind chem, when the Egypriars puriued , 
lat they could nor come at them, figures the pre- 
ervation of God, preſerving his people, from Sa- 
a1 and+ſin,” which continually purſue the chil- 
en of God, with many and ſtregg temptations, 
L 4 To which 
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which they can by no means withſtand, -butthy 


they are kept by the power of God through fa 


to falvationas Paul faith : | 

And that. Pharaoh and all his Army, were 
ſtroyed 1n the ſea, ſignifies that whoſoever think 
towalk in the way of God, being not his holy on 
ſhall there be deſtroyed; as was figured in Uzz 
ſtriving to uphold the ark, and was not a Levin} 
and in Saul, offering ſacrifice not being a Prief, 
and in the ſons of Sceva that would caſt out deyiz 
in the name of Jeſus, being none of his diſciple; 
for God leadeth his people by a clean way, u 
ſtranger or unclean thing ſhall come therein. : 

And Jſrael ſinging praiſes for their deliverang 
from their enemies, figures out the great joy, 
which the people of God have, when he deliven 
them from Satan, Sin, and Luſt, which the Pro 
phets hold out by the Lord, bringing his-peoplt 
out of captivity to Zzen, with crowns of joy up 
their head; and David faith, thox haſt put ann 


ſong in my mouth, praiſe and thanksgiving untoGul' 


This is the ſong of the Lamb which none can lex! 
but they that are redeemed from the earth, * 
the Divine faith, for ali others ſay they havego 
ren 'the victory by their bow, their ſhield,/th® 


ſpear, therefore the Lord chargeth 1/ſrael , wit; 


they enjoy the Land of Canaan, that they ſhow! 


not ſay, that theſe things had: got them that g00 
Land in poſſefſ}>n, but it was the Lord their 6 
onely, that gave them victory over their enemi6, 
and carried them thither, as upon Eagles wing) 
wich 1gures out unto us, that man doth not over 
come Sztan and Sjh, nor obtain grace or faith 


any thing that IK: can do, or apy wiſdom "_ 


ha 
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hath, but it is the, free gift and grace of God 
through Chriſt, who 1s the power and wiſdom of 
W God, andis made of God to us, wiſdom, righ- 
teoujne(s ,, ſanCtification, and redemption, that 
unto him alone, all praiſe may be given in Zioz y 


even in h's Church.. — 

Again. the Apoſtle faying that all. 7ſ-ac! were 
baptized unto Aoſes inthe Sea , and in the cloud; 
ane they all did eat of that ſpiritual mear, -and all 
drank of that {piritual drink, for they drank c 
the Rock that flowed out unto them, and th: 
Rock was Chrift ; This ſhews plainly what our 
Sacramznts fſignifie, to wit, when man is found 
hopeleſs and helpleſs, either to'eſcape their ene- 
mies, or to preferye their lives; as 1/r-ael was at 
the red-ſea, their way ſtopped, and their enemies 
purſuing, there Gods power appears in the cloud 
.and in the ſea ;, this figures out Jeſus when our ſpi- 
ritual enemies, Satan, and Sin, purſue; and our 
eſcape 1s ſtopped by a Sea of luft folly and vanity, 
then what way of eſcape, but by Jefus; that new. 
and holy way, that waſhes, cteanſes, and frees 
trom ſin ; delivers from the power of Satan, and 
undoes his work, and makes us more than conque- 
rors; therefore Paul faith, ye were Idolaters, Adul- 
terers, Thieves ,, Covetous, Drunkards, &c. but ye 
are waſhed, but ye are ſantlified, and juſtified in the 
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| vame of the Lord Feſus, and bythe ſpirit of our Goa. 
"WW ! berefore Infant-Baptiſme 1s a moſt evident Sa- 
WF crament, for the Infant is a plain outward viſible 
i in, of a hopeleſs, helpleſs foul, as water is of the 
- alhing and cleanſing it by the Lord Jeſus, which 
rEM fully uſed by the Prophet Exekie!, 16. 4, 
92 0+ d | 
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So likewiſe the Rock yielding water to {rat 
their great thirſt, and the Lord giving mann 
from Heaven, is a perfeCt fizure of the feeding the 
ſoul with the Body and Bloud of Jeſus, as Mo 
alſo teſtifies, when he ſaith that Rock was Chriſt; 
for hereby is ſignified , that the Souls hunger ca 
be ſatisfied with nothing but food from heaven.anl 
that adminiſtred miraculouſly by the power 
God; therefore the due preparation of man far 
the Sacrament, is, that his ſoul is hungry an 
thirſty for ſuch food, which is figured out in th 
Prodigal, whom nothing could fatisfie but the 
Bread of the Fathers Houſe z and this is expreſty 
David, Plal. 36. 8. & 37. & 65 4. & 107. 5, Kg, 
But to examine himſelf whether he repent hin 
_ truly of his former ſins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing tolead 
a new life, to have a lively Faith ina Gods mercy 
through Chriſt, with a thankful remembrance 
his Death, and to be in charity with all men, isto 
fill a mans heart with a good conceit of his Chr- 
ſtian-like condition, which makes him not hungry, 
but full; and rhe full Stomack, loaths the Homy 
Comb : ſo ſuch men receive a Sacrament for nd- 
' thing, but becauſe it is a cuſtom for mea to doo, 
or becauſe it is an Order of the Church, and there- 
fore they ought to do it. | 

But before I proceed, let me return back totiy 
Judgments of Egypr,whereby is figured Gods Poy- 
er in mortifying the Fleſh; therefore the firſt Plagut 
iS turning their Water #nto Blood ; "whereof the DV 
vine bringeth the Saints magnifying God for hi 
righteous Judgments upon their Enemies, who &- 
cauſe they delighted in Blood, had given then 
Blood to drink. : The 
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'Thelſecond Plague is Frogs; that the Vermin 
of the Earth might vex their earthly minds, and 
that by Gods power all earthly enjoyments and 
comforts, or hopes might ſtink unta them, as their 
Land did by the Frogs, as PauPs holy Religion that 
he had before his Regeneration, did ſtink unto 
him, as Dung. 
The third Plague was Lice ; which the Sorce- 
rers could not counterfeit ; to ſhew, (that the vi- 
leſt filthy Vermin in the Hand of God, is ſuffici- 
ent to overpower all the ſtrength, and confound 
all the wiſdom of man. po 
The fourth Plague is Flies, to ſignifie that the 
Judgments of God will come ſuddenly upon the 
contemnersof God and his Word, as if winged, 
and that. no power or policy of man can defend 
him from them. 
The fifch Plague is a Murra'n of Beaſts, to ſigni- 
fie that it is a Judgment of God to deſtroy the Cat- 
tel that are uſeful for mans life, becauſe of mans 
unbelieving Heart that is more prone to bleſs him- 
felf in the Riches that he enjoys, than in the Mer- 

cies of the living God; as our Saviour by Parable 
"WH fhews in him that bleſt his Soul for that he had 
Goods laid up for many years. 

The fixth Plague is Bliſters upon Man and Beaſt, 
to ſignifie that becauſe the carnal mind cleaves to 
truſt in the Creature more than in the Creator , 
his Hand ſhall be upon both, and that he needs no 
great means to do it; for at his command the dry 
Aſhes of the Fire will do it. 

The ſeventh Plague is Hail mixt with Fire, Thun- 
der and Lightning, to fignifie that all powers of the 
Heavens as well as of the Earth are Inſtruments way 

| | | tne 
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the Hand of God, to puniſh ſinful man; and thy 
God will --proceed to greater and more terribþ 
' Judgments, tiH he bave brought the vain minday 
hard Heartof man into ſubjeCtion. | 

The eighth Plague is.Graſhoppers ts eat up ewy 
green thing that the Hail hath left for while then 
is any green thing, there is Hopes of a new gromth 
er increaſe ; for God muſt cut off all Hopes, « 
elſe. man will not-yield, 

__ The ninth Plague was Darkneſs that may be fu; 
"that now man by the proſecution of Gods pome 
and dreadful judgments upon him, might be ſeah 
ble of the cauſe of all his miſery ; for this ſignifis 
the great ignoranceof mans carnal mind in hisn& 
tural eſtate ; whereof the Propet faith, groſs dark 
neſs covers the people : fo that Pharaoh himſelf faith, 
Fhe Lord ts righteous, but I and my People are wicksd; 
and yet all this is but a conyiCtion ; for there isn0 
converſion till the Lord Jeſus come, that give. 
both Life and Light. 

The tenth Plague is the deſtruftion of all the fiſ 
born of EgyPt mn one night ;, ſignifying the total mor: 
tification of the fleſh; and in the ſame night mul 
the Children of 1/rae/ eat the Paſsover, and pre- 
pare themſelves to paſs out of Egypt to Canaan, t0 
wit, when the fleſh is wholly mortified , then tht 
Soul feeds upon Jeſus,and paſſes our of the Captr 
Vity to Satan and Sin, into the marvellous Light 

and Liberty of the Sons of God. 

But when they come to the bitter waters , tit 
Fleſh is found alive, and the ways of God are found 
bitter unto it, and thence riſeth murmucjog; bit 
the Lord ſhews a Tree, which being caſt into the 
waters, {weetens them ; ſignifying that Jeſus com- 

E municated 
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iunicated; nnto Us!; ſweetens all- Afﬀictions. 
Then/in the. Wilderneſs there?s: nothing -but 
ant; at the Rocks of Rephidima the ywant water, 
nd then they want. Fleſh and Bread .;: Quailsare 
ven, ſweet meat, whereon the fleſhly mind 'de> 
jghts to feed ; but the Judgment of God muſt foD 
ow, that the Fleſh with all its Luſts and AﬀeCtions 
nuſt be:deſtroyed, that the Soul of man-may feed 
dnly. upon the. Lord Jeſus the true: Manna, the 
Zread that: comes down from Heaven, and gives 
jife to the world, ito: wit, that the Sonl of man 
may confeſs with the mouth, and believe in heart 
that Jefus is Life, and Light, and all: things to his 
Soul that . pertains-to: Life and Satvation, and1o 
cnow that! man? Hives. not by bread alone, bat by: 
he word: that proceeds out of the mouth of God, 
13 Moſes teacheth: 3.0; we | SIONS \% 
Thus IfraePs travelling through the Wilderneſs 
to:therI.and of Carngar,, doth plainly and-abun- 
dantly figure out the life of a Chriſtian travelling 
through the world.\fowards: heavenly Canaan, his 
eternal-Reft, where: Satan, Sin, or the Fleſh;.and 
the World exerciſe himavith wants, , raiſe up-mat= 
murings, . riſe in contempt'of Gods word and Mi- 
niſters;:yea one Servant of God. againſt! another, 
ſtir up infidelity, ſtop the paſſage; contend with ſo: 
great power that nothing but Gods: great power, 
and even in -miraculous Deliverance can carry' 

him on. IS Eo 1i4ft 1 | 
See what wants Jſ-ael:finds, want: off Water, of. 
Bread, of. Fleſh; why doth: 7frael,oiurmur ? his 
Bread moulds not; his Wine ſowtggot, . his Shoes 
 wearnot for all his: hard Travel doth not God 
continue all theſe things unto them., and _ 
6 them 
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them even as upon Eagles wings ?. ſee and conf 
the diſcontented fleſhly mind ,. even '1n:the$y 
vants of God, not contented to have enough 
the day, unleſs we have treaſures for the tm 
come , not pleaſed with Manna. the Bread th 
Gad' gives, (its dry food )) unleſs we have hig 
of our own providing, pleaſing to the Palate ; 
plainly figures out our diſcontent, yea Our rejef 
ing and reviling the fDoctrine of free Grace, a 
licentious Do&rine ; the teachings and guidihgyd 
the Spirit, as Enthuſiaſms z this will--pine: thi 
Souls, Mans wiſdom, and works and zeal are hy 
ter foundations for their Souls to relie.on than} 
fus; better or more pleaſant:food to oyr:waywal 
appetites, as: Phariſees, Sadduces:, and-alltht 
forms of Religious worſhippers , when 'ZobniBgi 
rift came neither eating nor drinking, they ſayhehai 
4 Devil, when Feſus comes eating and drinking. they 
ſay he is a glutton, awine-bibber,;. a friend of Publica 
and ſinners. '.. He DHS: '* 4130080 
- See the contempt of Gods:Word and Miniſtes 
in Korah,  Dathan and Abir&m, againſt oſerand 
Aaron, who: as faithful Stewards and Diſpenſers 
of the Myſteries of God ,, ſhew 1/rael their fail- 
ings in all things through an-unbelieving mind, far- 
getful of Gods wonderful:deliverances, that. they 
might count nothing too difficult for them, God 
being with them., that. upon. every danger they 
mighr ſtand ſtill and ſee the falvation of God z but 
Korab and his confederates think they have a bet- 
ter way , and ſay, Ye take too much upon you, Maſe 
and Aaron ;, Tſraxl is Gods people, and they are 
all holy, they perform their Sacrifices, and do all 


things that they ougtt to do ; this figures out = 
Free . I- 
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otmaliſts in all their ſtrict ways of Religion; all 
heir Holineſs is in doing what is commanded in 
tward worſhip; Regeneration, Free Grace, Re- 
relations of the Spirit , Faith, and all the Gifts 
ff God, and Operations of Grace are a myſtery 
nto them ;' for they are without, they know not 
hat it is to dwell within, in the ſecret place of 
50d; and God hath done a wonderful thing, the 
rth hath opened : her month , and fwallowed 
emup quick ; for notwithſtanding all their ſtrict- 
eſs in Religion, they are moſt miſerably cove- 
ous, under pretence of long Prayers, they devonr 
midows Houſes, they grind the faces of the poor, 
bey oppreſs a man'and his heritage, they add houſe 
o houſe, and field to field, and leave no place for 
e poor, &c. What. evil do they not commit . to 
make themſelves and rheir poſterity great in the' 
2rth ? Tf: LIE 

Seo the riſing of one Servant of God againff 
another, in Aaron and Afiriam againſt AHMoſes ; if 
God be mighty in any one, how doth Satan in- 
enſe another againft -him ; ſo-that a Miniſter. of 
the Truth hath need tobe the meekeſt man onthe 
arth, to ſuffer the reproaches , revilings , and 
contempts of all. - - Er uy 

See the Infidelity when they come to bitter wa- 
ters, want water, want fleſh; they forget Gods 
great power, and what he did for them in Egypt, 
and at the red Sea; yea Moſes alfo failed, and 
laid, Shall all the flocks and herds be killed to ſatisfie 
uch a number of people with fleſh? This ſhews that 
Faith is the evidence of things not ſeen, therefore 
bleſſed ts he that hath nos ſeen, and yet bath believed, 
aith our Saviour. | | 

See 
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:\.. See the ſtopping of. the Paſſage by the” Elduminj 
the poſterity-of ;E/auithe eldev Brother, wid bay 
and abhors the:;younger, as iti'our Saviours-Pary 
ble, glories.that he hath doneiatl his. Fathers com: 
mands,. and.neyer:tranſgreſſed-;: whereby arEſigy 
reg out. again:all our Formaliſts; that: glbry 
ther Religjon, -and cannot ſee the wickeeneſithy 
is 11 their.hearts, that they-are like Car; that 
hisBrother 5. for he that hath any hatred or'eaj 
1n his heart, | is a:W{urtherer, by: our. Saviours'Ty 
* ſtimony.;, whereby, we-ſee how. frequent-/it is wit 
the Spirit of God to figure out Hypocriſib;::! ,21 
Then ſtand. ont. the Giants, . which: figures! 
Satan 'himſelf, that: raging Lion 4 but -then Gal 
igws his miraculons power, and! gives: hisipedyl 
Vicory, that;they may bave: cavſfe to glorydq 
Lord:their God, and gloxy.nb:more: in themſelud 
for that they are too weak to ſtand in that dayisf 
theEnemy.i3 foo mighty for: them ; thus muſt, 
be brought ſt1ill;to- want the Help:of. God, .thitht 
may-knowithe ſtrength of 'his Enemies; the tut 
of Satan, the Juſt:;of the Flefh;;, -the deteirfulneh 
of :his own Heart; and; the !:wickednels: of tht 
World to be fo, great, that heicannot live like 
Chriſtian, but by the mighty power ard wondetfil 
working of God, that ſo. at; laſt: he' ray liveb 
Faith; putting his whole cconfidence'tin God, and 
not.inthe Arm. of; Fleſh; that 'in perfect-ſelf:deni- 
al.he may aſcribe all the Glory to God and 
teſs.he hath wrought all our works 'fob us, dud 
A. | —_— 
_ In thernext;Þplace, we have Balak hiring Babu 
the Sorcerer:to-curſe 1/rael ;>which figures out the 
bitter envy that is'in the Hearts of the _— - 
by | ods 
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Zods people againſt them, for when God pre- 
-fves his people ttiat no power nor pollicy cart 
Yrevail againſt them, then they will apply them- 
>]ves to the Devil, any way to root them out of 
he earth; So likewiſe here, we have Balaam pro- 
eſting he can do nothing nor will not ſpeak a 
ord , but what God purs into his mouth, and - 
hen ke is convinced that God will bleſs that peo- 
le, and they ſhall not be curſed, then he prophe- . 
ies great happinefs unto them, and deſtruction | 
intotheir adverſaries; when his heart was altoge- 
her contrary , which appears by the Lords ſen- 
ling his Angel to ſtop his way, and opening the 
outh of the dumb Afs to rebuke his madneſs, 
nd yet notwithſtanding all his ſtrong proteſtati- 
ns he teacheth Balack, to lay a ſtumbling-block in 
he way of 1ſrael; but curſed is Balaam, and cur- 
ed is Balack,, and curſed is all Amalch, for 1ſra- 
Ps fake ; God will hold war with them for ever, 
ven by will he do againſt all the enemies of his 
deople. | C7 8 
But here ſee what Chriſtian-like words and 
crong proteſtation the Sorcerer hath, and remem- 
er the kingdom of God is not .in ward but in 
Power, men may talk as with the tongue ofanan- 
el, and be no better than a tinkling cymbal ; un- 
els Gods power be upon man to' reliſt Satanand 
nortifie the fleſh continually, that by his rejoy= 
ng in Jeſus he die daily to his own luſts, all his 
\ligion is but from a deceitful tongue, carried 
ut by a ſpirit of deluſions. | 
Azain, ſee the Doctrine of the Sorcerer, buil4 
e here ſeven A'tars, and prepare m* here ſeven Bul- 
he, and ſeven Rams, which figures out alt hypo- 
M | crites 
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crites in their ſeveral forms of Religion ; all z 
for multiplying of ſacrifices to God, ( as' Sw 
when he ſaved the fat cattel of Amalek for fac, 
fices-) all are for doing much, ftriving to þ 
touching the righteouſneſs of the Law blamelek 
and to outſtrip all their companions (as Panldif 
when he was a cruel perſecutor of Jeſus agd{ 
His Saints ) none remembers. that God willng 
be worſhiped , but in one Temple at Feraſaln 
and one ſacrifice onely, to wit, the bloud of Jeſy 
makes perfect all that believe therein, and ifan 
man joyn any thing with it, he is fallen from grac 
Chriſt ſhall profic him nothing, much leſs dothy 
underſtand what it 1s, that God will neither}! 


worſhiped at Feru/alem, nor in the Mountain dil 


Samaria, but in ſpirit and truth ; for to be wer: 
ſhiped in the Temple at Fer»/alew onely, andand 
at Feruſalem, ſeem contrary : Thetefore underſtanl 
that whatever place, or any external thing , is 
Pointed for the worſhip of God is but a figure, 
a wile, whereby the inward true ſpiritual worſhy 
of Gcd is figured out; as the Apoftle to the H 
brews declares, that all zre but patterns of heave 
things themſelves ;, therefore God will not bewd 
fhiped at Fera/alem, the City wherein the Tcmpk 
and all the external ſervice was, for theſe thing 
werenot for ever ; but Fer«/alem ſignifies the Ten 
Ple of peace, which is the body of Jeſus; by 
ring which , he made an everlaſting attonemell 
for finners, an abſolute peace betwixt God, al 
ſinfu! rebcllious man, and by faith therein will 
be worſhipcd for ever. 

Now whcn J1/rael came to worſhip God, tif 


mf have an A-car to offer ſacrifice cn, = al 
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bernacle Wherein to meet to perform their wor- 
ſhip, and that was builded in the wildernefs;' and 
a Temple muſt Selomor build for that Service in 
Feruſaletm, iconcerning the. Altar they are com- 
manded to build it of unhewen ſtaves, for-if they 
life up a roo] upon it, it. was polluted ; and con- 
cerning the Temple it is faid, when it was reared, 
there was no ſound of any. rool heard in ſetting up 
that mighty and beautiful Building ; which figures 
out plainly the work of Jefus, eventhe work of 
Regeneration powred upon us abundantly through 
Jeſus ; wherein if-we do any thing, we pollute it, - 
if we joyn any thing with him, we are fallen from 
grace ; and therefore alſo: Jeſus was born of a pure 

8 Virgin that had not known man, to ſignifie, that 
man muſt not meddle at all in it; it is Gods own 
work , he worketh all our works in us ; he works 
11 us both to: will and to do' of his own good plea- 
ſure.: And this was alſo figured in commanding 
Iſrael not to yoak the Oxe and Aſs together, norto 
weave hnnen and woolen” together; that the 
waole work of mans ſalvation , may be from his 
free grace in forgiving ſins ; ſanCtifying the ſoul, 
giving anew heart and a new ſpirit, renewing the 
mind, waining the affeftions from this world, and 
drawing them to himſelf ,+whereby man may be 
wholly employed in praiſing the Lord, and doing 
good unto-his neighbour, living in ſobtiecy, tem- 
Perance and chaſtity, relieving the poor and nee- 
oy, comforting the afflifted, communicating with 
the Saints, and {ſympathizing with a, bothin well 

thi and woe. | | 
a1 And for the building of the :Cabernacle; God - 
rna0calleth Bezaleel and Aholia) , 2nd giveth them 
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wiſdom to work in gold; and filver, and braſs, and 
ſet precious ſtones, and all curious workmanſhip, 
for the making of the Tabernacle , which ſignif 
eth the Miniſters, that they muſt be called of God 
and indued with wiſdom, for the work of the mi. 
niſtry ; it?s not humane Learning, nor any natural 
endowments or abilities, that makes man fit for 
that work; all thoſe things and all wiſdom of this 
world, yea, and the words that mans wiſdomin- 
venteth muſt be layd aſide ; that man may preach 
the word in demonſtration of the ſpirit and pon- 
er of the truth ; for it's Jeſus only that makes us 
able miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of the 
Letter but of the Spirit ; as Paz! teſtifies, and our 
Saviour himſelf alſo tells his diſciples, as the fathn 
bath ſent me, ſo ſend Tyou, freely ye - have receina, 
Freely gzve, all that Preach out of natural or acqu- 
red wiſdom, preach nothing but the Letter, and 
are like the falſe Prophets, and falſe Apoſtles, and 
asthe Lord teſtifies by Feremiah they ſhall do the yt 
ple no good; no, they ſhajl delude all that receiv 
their doctrine for the word of Aficaiah to Ahabis 
fulfilled in them, the Lord hath put a lying ſpirit 
into all their mouths to ſeduce them, and this) 
the righteous judgment of God upon the world bt 
cauſe they will nogweceive the Miniſters of tie 
truth- whom he ſerſds, but kills ſome, : and ſtons 
others, and evil intreats all his ſervants, 'and hait 
itching ears and heap unto themſelves Teach 
after their own luſts ; and will not ſuffer ſound d6 
Ctrine, and turns from the truth, and aregi 
to fables; Alas is it not ſo now? that there 
ſcarce a Miriſtcr that doth not account it the 0 


nament of 1, miniſtry, to bring in poetical ” 
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ons and fabulous Hiſtories? and do not the peo- 
ple love to have it ſo? when they account him 
that moſt abounds in thoſe things, the moſt lear- 
ned andable miniſters. 

As for the Tabernacle wherein God pives his 
preſence , and accepts of all ſacrifices, it figures 
the broken and contrite heart that believes 1n Je- 
ſus, for with ſuch the Father and the Son will come 
down and dwell, and this is the ſacrifice which is 
always acceptable in his fight; and this all the 
ſlain beaſts did figure ; for the beſtial, ſenſual, yea, 
KW and rational nature, is ſlain in that man, his wil 
WW dom is confounded, that he may live no longer 
WW to his own will and Juſt, bur in ſelf denyal, ſubmit 
WW wholly tothe will of God; for all other facrifices 
WW without this are an abomination to God ; but here 
\W is the Ark with the teſtimony of God, in the moſt. 
WW Holy; forin this man£#heart hath God ingraven 


| his lay with his own hand, and it is become his 
| WW delight to meditate therein night and day, and he 
»W is freed from the: curſe thereof, for above the 
eW Arkis the Mercy Seat, with two cherubims, hea- 
WH venly Angels from whence the Lord giveth forth 
KW all his commadments to 1/rae!, to wit, God ap- 
WH pears in Jeſas that fountain of mercy, to reconcile 
WW the world to himſelf ; even to bring all his elect 
WW his true 1ſracl, into love and unity with him 
6 WW through Chriſt. 

e Andat the door of the Tabernacle of the con- 
"8 gregation is the laver that Araoz and his ſons may 
WF waſh their hands and feet therein, - before they go 
ay to miniſter before the Lord, leaſt they die, to ſig- 
v8 nifie that none ſhall enter ro Preach the word, and 
'-W offer the facrifices of Prayer and 1raiſes, or mini- 
M 3 ſtep 
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ſter Jeſus 1n his Sacraments, unleſs he be waſhed 
by Jeſus, even upon the penalty of eternal death; 
wherefore Jeſus rells Peter plzinly, if 1 waſh the 
not, thou bait no fellowſhip with me ;, as the Lord 
ſmote Uzze , becauſe he touched the Ark, and 
wasnot a Levite, for the Lord will be fanctifd 
in all that come near him, as alſo in Nada and 
A-ihs. 

And in the Holy place is the Altar for offering 
ſacrifice, even the Burnt offering and the Table 
With its ſhew-bread, and the candleſtick with its 
ſeven lights, figuring plainly , the giving up of 
man and all that js in him unto God, as a whole 
Burnt offering laid under curſe and condemnation, 
by Gods Holy ſpiritual Law, becauſe his heart, 
and from thence all his ations are carnal and wick- 
ed, and brought in this condition into the houſe 
_ or tabernacle of God, the is bread upon thet 
ble to feed his ſoul to eternal life, to wir, Jelus 
who 1s the true bread that came down from heave 
and gives lite unto the world; and there is the 
candleſtick with its ſeven lamps, to wit,. the Ho 
ly Ghoſt, or the ſeyen ſpirits of God, ( which 


give light to all tie Churches) to guide himin tie WI 


ways of truth for ever. Whence it is manifeſt, 
there is no food to the ſoul of man but Jeſus, and 
this is conſtantly in the houſe of God, and this1s 
caten not only in receiving the Sacrament, but 1 
coming to Jelus and believing in him; therefor 
he ſaith, he that cometh to me ſliall never hunger, and 
he that believeth in me ſhall nev:r thirſt , and what 1s 


th2 coming to him , but rhat the foul caſt ofa 


things (that before he counted gajn, and whichal 
the wiſe and Rel'gious of the world account true 
righreoul- 
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righteouſneſs) 70 be loſs aud dung for the excollency 
of the knowledg of him , as Paul did, and therefore 
with the Church to cail him the Lord our righte- 
ouſneſs, aud where the ſoul js united to him by 
faith , or made ſons of God by adoption, there is 
the Holy Ghoſt ; that living golden candleſtick 
with -!l its branches ; which repreives the world 
of ſin, righteouineſs and judgment , and leads all 
believers intoall truth ; and that ſoul that is not 
fed with the bread or true manna. and is not led 
by this lighr into all the ways of life and truth , he 
never came into the houſe of God , never knew no 
better faith, than thar of the devils; nor ever 
; WW wrought any works but thoſe of hypocrites, for 
WH þ that ſaith he hath fellowſhip with God and walks in 
| an kneſs, he lies, and there 15 notruth in him. 

The Prieſt that ſerves in this Tabernacle or 
Temple the Houſe of God, which figures the foul 
that out of ſelf denyal in a broken and contrite 
heart belicvers in Jeſus , muſt have all his gar- 
ments finely wrought of gold and blew ſilk, and 
purple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linnen, and 
ſet with pearland precious ſtones in gold, on his 

ſhoulders and on his heart. And his feet and hands 
muſt be waſh?d when he comes to miniſter 1n this 
holy place, which ſignifies that he muſt preach the 
word of life and comfort to none, but to theſe loſt 
poor, naked, and hunger-ſtarved ſouls, and -unto 
them he muſt miniſter nothing of his own conceit 
or humane wiſdom , that is filthy, that muſt be 
waſh*d off, but he muſt preach our Lord Jeſus , 
the power and wiſdom of God , to hoth Jew and 
Gentile; Profeſſor and Profane, far off, and near 
the ſpirit of God ſentby his {arerceſſion , and all 
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the fruits of that holy ſpirit, the works and oye. 
rations of the hands of God , that all holineſsmy 
be aſcribed unto the Lord. And all this gloy 
muſt be figured out by theſe outward things, that 
upon every glory there may be a defence, andal| 
the wiſe and religious of the world may be admi. 
ring theſe external things, and ſtriving to conforn 
themſelves unto the precept in the outward man, 
and to imitate ſuch things, and never know that 
all the ornaments of a Chriſtian is the hidden mar 
© of thehearr ; and that the vail is upon every man 
heart in reading the Old Teſtament, which vail; 
takenaway in Chriſt, and that the Law and Teſti 
monies of God are bound up and ſealed among hi 
diſciples, and hid from the wiſe and prudent f 
the world ; that they may be treading and tramp- 
Ting in the outward Court, which is given to tit 
Gentiles tobe trodden under foot ; heathens that 
jive in the world without God, and thereforeng- 
ver enter into the Holy place to offer up them- 
ſelves to God, and to be fed and enlightned by 
him, much leſs do they come into the Holy df 
Holies, to have unity with God through Chriſt. 
The Sacrifices alldid figure the ſacrifice of Je 
ſus, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews declares, rhere- 
fore as there was no ſin, of commiſſion or omiſſun, it 
x2 nor2iice, but there mas a ſacrifice appointed forit; 
this ſignifies that not the leaſt fin can be taken# 
way but by the ſacrifice of Jeſus, through faith 
therein onely is every (in expiated ; and whoſy; 
ever thinks todoitany other way, or to joyN hls 
works or any other thing with him, he deprives 
himſelfofall, he loſes all ; for Chriſt ſhall protit 
him nothing: Again, when the facrifice was laid 
D ?.. "TO" 9; 6 
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on the Altar, and all things in readineſs, the Lord 
ſent firedown from heaven which did perform the 
facrifice, which fire was to be continued in the 
Temple that never muſt be ſuffered to go out, and 
ſo was continued till the captivity of Babylon, Na- 
ab and Abibu ſons of Araoz that brought other 
fire, were ſmitten down to death by the Lord 
ſuddainly, to ſhew his jealouſte ; to ſhew that it 
isa great abomination to think thar any thing can 
avail ro the ſanCtifying of the ſoul of man, bur 
that which is from: himſelFf. | 

And for rhe food of 1ſrae! amongſt beaſts, fowls, 
and fiſhes, ſome are appointed as clean unto them 
; Wwhich they may feed on, but others unclean, 
f Which they may not eat of , as alſo they are for- 
, Whidden ro eat the fat or the bloud of their facrifi- 
: Wes, (all which things are taken away by the co- 
ming of Chriſt, as Paul teacheth, that they ſhould 
eat whatever Was ſet before them, making no queſtion 
for conſcience ſaks ;, 2s alſo the Lord taught Perer 
by the viſion, to call nothing unclean; and there- 
fore it's manifeſt that the clean creatures did fi- 
gure the Lord Jeſus, who is that meat that feeds to 
eternal life - And the unclean things figure mans 
works, ways , wiſdom, inventions, zeal, righte- 
- {Woulneſs, &7. for all that proceeds from him; for 
 Wtfele are all unclean becauſe he js unclean, as our 
. {Waviour teacheth by parable ,, the evil rree cannet 
| {01:77 forth good fruit, and the Apoſtle ſaith, to hin 
Wb 15 unclean even the very conſciciice is defiled, And 
; {Wtfcrefore it is faid again, ke rh4t roucherh any 1un- 
; Ween thing ,, or roucheith him that hath touched any 
unclean thing is defiled; which figures unto us, that 
tley onely are clean, whom Jeſus hath called, and 
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ſo ſeparated from the world ; thar they muſt ng. 
ſay a league , ro whom others ſay a league, ng 
fear their fear, nor have any communion with 
them in their unfruirful works of darkneſs; anj' 
theſe that are called rhe unfruirful works of dark, 
neſsare not only rioting, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, 
curſing, whoredom, thefts, murders, rapines,and 
the like, lewd courſes of prof?ne perſons, hit 
alſo the zeal, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, an 
prayer, Praiſes and all religious exerciſes of hy- 
pocrites, for all theſe are abominable in the ſight 
of God, and therefore unfruitful to their ſouls. _ 

The Prieſt alſo is appointed to judg betwee 
the leproſie and other ſores or ſpots in the skin;' 
and he is to pronounce him that hath the leproſs 
unclean, and he is to be ſhut out of the congreps. 
tion or camp of J#-ae/ till he be cleanſed ; byle 
proſie is figured out fin, which ſeparates the heart 
of man, from God, and Gods people, and this. 
to be judged by the Prieſt, for the Prieſts lips 
ſhould preſerve knowledg, which is in judging be 
twixt that which is of God, and that whichisd 
man, which ſinks ſo low down.and is of ſuch ſpree 
ding nature, it corrupts man and all that he touct- 
£s, lies or ſits on ; and the cloath that fie wears, 
woof or warp, and the houſe he lives in, there 
fore ſacrifice muſt be offered for him, and he miſt 
be cleanſed by the Prieſt ; even by our high priel 
our Lord Jeſus ; before he be admitted intotit 
congregation of the Lord; and this leproſic mul 
be diſtinguiſhed from other ſores, ſpots or ſcabs, 
to wit, the luſt of the carnal mind, from the in! 
and failings of Geds people; for though tht 
commit fins as {owl as others, as David's Adi 
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ry'was, yet are they not unclean, they muſt not 
caſt ovt; the Lord Jefus hath cleanſed them, 
d received them in, and God will viſit their fin 
th ſcourges, and fatherly correction; but his 
erlaſting loving kindneſs will he not take away 
9101 them. Ws 
By the like Figure to Leproſie, are ſet forth the- 
ies of Man or Woman ; their great *nfeCtion, 
id their Cure. Iſſues figuring out the ſinful na- 
re, and the Cure figuring the free Grace of God 
Jeſus, whereby the ſinner believing in him, his 
art is purified, mortified to the world, crucified 

the fleſh, and all its affeftions, his Soul is juſti- 
d from which he could not be juſtified by the Law 
' Moſes, his words and ways directed by the Spi- 
tof God, that Iſſue of Sin is dried up, and he 
given up to Ged, to delight in his holy Law,and 
editate therein night and day, that as his Ifſue 
fin did pollute all things that he fate on, or lay. 
ſpit upon, or toucht, or that toucht him, or- 
y of his reſting places ; ſo now by the Grace of 
od, all his words and his ways may be to the 
aiſe of God, the edification of the Church, and 
| the Angels in Heaven, and Saints on Earth, 
ho are all made Kings and Prieſtsto God , may 
a at his Converſion, and cry, he is clean, he 

clean. 
Then comes the Doftrine cf the Scape-Goat ; 
tereby all the 1ſ-acl of God is ſan@ified. Of 
0 goats preſented unto God, the one muſt be 
ed unto Gced', as a Sin-offering, and that is 
an, that is conſtrained to fall down before the 
irone of God, and confeſs he is a ſinful ſinner, 
1 4 mais of Sin, ſp was conceive, and ſo hath 
continued 
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continued adding fin to ſin, there is no goody 
in him, he is dead in fin: The other is the ſoy 
goat, £ven our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the Prieſt ng 
confeſs all our fins upon. his Head ; then preg 
 heChriſt truly, when he lays all our iniquity uy 
him, and that by his ſtripes we are healed, | 
him away into the wilderneſs, into the Land 
forgerfulneſs, let him carry all our fins, that th 
may never be remembred againſt us any more, 
let him remain in the wilderneſs, and all the San 
of God with him, the Children which Godly 
given him, for he and they are counted a ſtrap 
thing unto the Wiſe and Religious of the wor 
and rejected as the ſcum and off-ſcowring off 
things. All the wiſe and prudent cannot findth 
they ſeek them among the zealots, holy , religi 
ones of the world, bur they are in the wildernd 
as the Devine ſaith; God hath given them miy 
of Gold, whoſe feathers are of the word of Trit 
and they fly into the wilderneſs, from the facea 
fury of their Adverſaries, and yet not to fleefre 
perſecution ; for to ſuffer for his Name, is tit 
Crown and Glory; for their Redeemer and Cu 
forter is with them to wipe all tears from thi 
eyes, and give them joy-in Life and Death ; fort 
them 70 live 18 Chriſt, and to die us gin. 

No Iſraelite muſt kill Bullock, Lamb or Gul 
unleſs he firſt bring it to the' Poor of the Tae 
nacle tooffer an Offering unto the Lord, or el 
blood ſhall be imputed to him, and he ſhall 
cut off from his people. Our Saviour tells 
bimſelf, that he is the Door, and he that entt! 
not by him, is a Thief and a Robber ; but hetl 

enters by him, ſhall go in and out, and findfo 
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rhis Soul: And what is it to offer an Offerin 
the go , but to give up himſelf to God by fait 

Jeſus? This is that which ſanCtifies the Crea- 
res, our Meat and Drink, and all rhings that 
eenjoy, Unto us ; for he that beligveth, hath ſer to 
; ſeal that Gods true, and is paſſed from death to 

2, and ſhall not come under condemnation ; but he 
at believerh not, is condemned already, becauſe he 
ath not believed the record which: God hath given 
f his enly Son ;, he is cut off from the 7/rael of 
od. | 
On the contrary, an 7/7ae/ite, or a Sojourner in 

acl muſt not eat Blood with the Fleſh ;, for the 

ife of the Fleſh is in the Blood; but the Blood 
nuſt be offered upon the Altar, to make an Atone- 
nent for the Soul. What is it, but that man muſt 
ot have his Life from the Creature, his joy, peace, 
znd comfort in earthly things, as Riches, Plea- 
ſures, Honours, whatever the world can afford us ? 
\ll muſt be offered upon the Altar, even account- 
d loſs and- dung for - the excellency of Jeſus; all 
muſt be ſold to purchaſe that pearl, that hid trea- 
ure, and the field wherein it lies; for when man. 
believes not in Jeſus, but lives on the life of the 
Creature, as in the world without God, all his of- 
Wicring is unto Devils, after which his heart hath 
always gone a whoring from God ; he is the child 
of the Devil, and. his luſts he will do; he worſhips 
and ſerves the Creature more than the Creator ,, who is 
God bleſſ: d for ever. 

He thar offereth tothe Lord, muſt offer of a free 
mind, and his Offering muſt have no blemiſh, nor 
de blind, broken, of maimed, lame, or withered, 
nor have wen, ſcurvy, or ſcab ; what is this, _ 
tuaT 
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that he muſt be renewed by the changing of; 
mind, that he call nat the Service of God a bug 
bur thar he delight to do the Law; and then 
be offers not. his Prayers , Praiſes, or any thi 
tbat he can do; for all bis Service is imperſel, j 
of blemiſhes, his righteouſneſs as filthy as any 
ſtryous cloth, his prayers abominable ; hut thath 
bring nothing to God but Jeſus;he is the only.Lay 
without blemifh, the Chile of obedience, jnh 
mouth is found no guile, 1n him alone God mY 
pleaſed, and by his Sacrifice of himſelf, heyy 
geth all our fins, and perfecteth for ever all thaths 
lieve therein. - . xl 
The making, difference . in Beaſts, Fiſhes a 
Birds, calling ſome. clean, and ſome ungleany ty 
\ Jfracl to feed upon, fignified the Prophets pr 
niſters, and the DoCtrines that mans Soul ſhaull 
rYeceive and feed upon; ſo "that if” 1/rae/-ropdh 
but any unclean thing, he ſhould be unclean, þ 
if man receive and obſerve any;Dactrine, but thi 
which ſets forth Jelus to be all in all co the Sand 
man, all iuch hearing, and the righteouſneſstiu 
he performs thereby, and he, and all isabominabk 
inthe Gght of God, as Pau! teſtifies, when the'falk! 
Apoſtles had taught that it was neceſſary ro falrs 
tion to be circumciſed, and to keep the Law, ke 
tells them, if any of them was cercumciſed, he Js 
4 aevtor to the whole Law, Chriſt ſhould profit bam W- 
thing ; and if any ſought to be . juſtified by the, Lay 
he was fallen from Grace ;, and the Lord teachett 
Peter by a clear Viſion, to call no man unclean; t! 
wit, to account no man unfit or unworthy to. 
the Goſpel of Jeſus; for that?s the Doctrine th 
makes all clean, as our Saviour ſaith to his DI 
ns P1&%) 
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ples, Now are ye clean through the Word that I have 
ſpoken to you 1 this is the true food that feeds t9 
eternal life. | | 
That which ſome teach, that whereas 1/rasl is 
forbidden to eat of any Beaſt which doth not both 
divide the hoof, and'chew the cud, that it ſhould 
fenifie mans dividing the Word aright, and medi- 
rating in it, this is abominable Doctrine ; for it 
attributes wiſdom and righteouſneſs to man, that 
man ſhall pleaſe God with his Zeal and Holineſs ; 
for every teſtimony of Truth declares man and all 
his doings to be unclean, and God only to be goud 
and gracious , and to be provoked by man every 
day. and that God is true, and every man a liar ; 
and the Miniſter that preacherh this Doftrine, is 
to be received, becauſe he brings glad ridings to 
us ; Bleſſed are his feet that ſaith to Zion, the Church 
and People of God, thy God reigneth ;, but he that 
teacheth any goodneſs to mais Soul by his wiſdom 
or great knowledge in the Scriptures, or by his. 
righteouſneſs, zeal or devotion, hes curſed ; for 
he is of the Leaders that cauſe .the people to err , 
yea he caſteth a ſtumbling block before the blind, 
and caufes them topo -ut of che way. | 
The Rebellion of Korah,. Darhin and Abirans, 
and ell the great men that were w-ch them, Cap- 
tains of the People, men of reuown, ſhew unto 
us wherein Rebekiion of man liethz for they ſaid 
to Mefes and Aaron, whon. the Lord had choſen, 
Te take 160 much upon you, ſceing all the Congregation 
1 holy, every one of them, and the Jo d 1s an.ong 
them : this is the rebellion of man, that he accouuts 
men holy for their religious aCtings, aud eſteems 
not man becauſe God hath choſen him ; man will 
not 
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Hot underſtand that all goodneſs proceeds frog: 
God, and that it is the eleftion of God that mike 
man differ from others; as the Apoſtle, Wha ||. 
Yael obtained not , the Eleftion hath obtained; by 
man is ſo blinded by his eſteem of external religj, 
ouſneſs and zeal, that righteouſneſs of man accard. 
ing to the Law, that he knows not that the righ- 
teouſneſs of God is by Faith, which is a freegit 
of Gods free Grace, neither knows he them tha 
live therein; as our Saviour faith by the Pro. 
phet, 1 and the Children whom thou haſt given m 
are a ſtrange thing to both the houſes of Iſrael. 
what a ſtrange thing this was; theſe were theon- 
1y worſhippers of God, yet knew neither Chil 
nor his Saints ; and ſo Paz! ſaith, that the truer 
bath no praiſe of men ; yea , men are ſo far fron, 
praiſing or appproving of them, rhat they hate, 
and perſecure, and kill them, as the Pſalmiſt faith 
All the day long are we killed for thy Name ſake, al 
accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter. ny 
Aarons Rod budding, and bringing forth ripe Al 
n01ds, when the Rods of all the other did notbul 
art a!!, figures out the efficacy and frvitfulneſsd 
the Miniſtry of him that is truly ſent of God; hon 
it prevails, as the Lord ſpeaks by the Prophet; 4! 
the rain that falls down upon the earth, returneth ut. 
3n vain, but watereth the earth, and maketh it frut- 
fal, ſo my word ſhall not return in vain , but ſpall 
 compliſh that whereto I ſent it ; as at the preaching 
of Peter, that day on which the Apoſtles received 
the holy Ghoſt, three thouſand were converted; 
and when he preached ar Ceſarea,the Gentiles wes, 
converted, and by Philip the Eunuch, and by tit: 
Apoitles Miniſtr; , there were adaed to the _ 
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daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved : But of falſe Prophets; 
he faith, theſe Prophets ſhall do theſe people ns good ; 
and again, they ſew pillows under every elbow , they 
daub with nntempered Mortar ,. they preach pleaſing 
things, they give life to the wicked ,, and make ſad the 
hearts of the righteous. . And: whence is. all this ? 
They that are ſent of God;' preach Gods word 
faithfully, and make known the whole Counſel of 
God; but the other teach the Divination, that is, 
the gueſſing of their own brain; they gueſs butat 
it; they think 1t is ſo, they have read it ſo: in ſome 
learned mens writings, ſuch a place of the Scrip- 
ture they think muſt be underſtood fo ;* but the 
man of God ſays, Come and ſte what God hath done 
or my ſoul. That man whom the Lord bath tru- 
ly converted, can tell what he was before he was 
converted ; and all the Scriptures that: diſcover 
the finfulnels and wickedneſs of- man, bear 
witneſs unto him, and he knows :what: God 
hath done for him by Jeſus; and all the Scriptures 
hat teſtifie the Mercies of God in Jeſus, bear - 
fitneſs unto him ; therefore ,he ſpeaks certainly 
nhat he teacheth ; for.he hath the teſtimony of his 
dn Conſcience, and. the Word of God to con- _ 

mit; two great Witneſſes, by which every thing 
all be confirmed. So he that receiveth that Do- 
rine, it is; the yery word of Truth; it is Jeſus 
be living word .of God, it makes him a Son of 
od ; for of bss own will begat he us by the word of 
[ruth ;, and being Sons, he gives the Spirit of his 
01 into our. hearts, which mortifies the Deeds of 
he body 3 and sf Coriſt be:in us, the body 18 dead be- 
auſe of ſin, and. the Spirit. is Life for righteouſneſs 
&: here is both morrification ana” anttification.: 
PS ES \ | figured 


x62 ., An Expoſition of the 
figured ont by the ripe Almonds which Arora. 
bore; but the tods of all the other Princes of {ſal 
brought not forth a Bud; for God had not call. 
nor Choſen them to the Prieſthood, thougi thy: 
could murmur againſt the Tribe of Zevs, whon 
God had choſen: ſo did the falſe Prophets an(: 
falfe Apoſtles againſt the true ; and fo all Miniſte 
that thruſt themſelves into the Miniſtry, with ther 
natural wiſdom and acquired abilities, and think 
they can teach better than thoſe that are fentd 
God ; and they fill the ears of their hearers with: 
much knowledge and blind . zeal, that they ca 
talk as Angels, and expotind dark Sentences, au 
give their goods to the poor, and their body tolx 
burned, and yet are but like founding braſs, thy] 
do all to be feen of men, and to receive praiſeatl 
honour of men; there*s not one bud of Faitd, 
that works by Love, no mortification of the titel 
Iy mind to the world, no quickning of the defin! 
to God, no ſtep toward a new - Creature; tM 
Lord hath made them like a wheel in the Spinſkes Wi 
Hand. that runs faſt all the day, -and is no furtigi 
at night ; yet muſt they perform their task, aa 
| bear the Burden and Heat of the day ; they lavoit 
and toil in the very fire for very vanity ; hap 
Is that Soul that leaves them there, though he ti 
vel from Eaſt to Weſt, to ſeek unto a [true Milt 
ter ſent of God, andcaftout by the world. © 
The Feaſts and ſolemn Afﬀemblies whichG 
Eaveto Iſracl, were firft.the Sabbath ; a day WIWVai 
man to reſt from all his works, to ſerve the Logic i 
figures out our ceaſing from confidence in our off 
works of righteouſneſs, to believe in Jeſts (017Wiar 
Vation, as is vefore declared. * Wir: 
| Second 
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- Secondly, The Paſsover , which figures out our 
deliverance from Satan and Sin (as 1/rac/ was then 
delivered from Pharaoh and E-:ypt ) to direct our 
courſe towards Heaven, as If 4.1 did then towards 
Canaan. 

' Thirdly; The Feaſt of unleavened Breed fipu- 
red out our believing in Feſus, or teeding on him 
alone, that we leaven it not with our own wiſdom, 
or ways of righteouſneſs; but come to him ( as 
helpleſs as the Prodigal or the Publican tin our Sa- 
viours Parables) under the burden of Sin crying 
for mercy. | 0 

Fourthly , The Feaſt of firſt Fruits figures out 
the giving of our ſelves asa kind of firſt Fruits un- 
unto the Lord, the fruit of his free grace, which 
teacheth us to deny all ungcdlineſs, and to offer 
up our ſelyes even body, ſoul and fpirit unto the 
ba, that we may die unto fin, and live unto 


Fifthly, The Feaſt of 1/h:ſuntide , when ſeven 
times ſeven days are paſſed over, the Spirit of God 
8 given to his Diſciples, and the year of Fabilce, 
when every one of 7/7ael muſt return to his [nhe- 
tance , when ſeven times ſeven years 2re paſſed 
er, figures out unto vs the liberty of the Sons 
or God, the true /ſraelires who are in captivity 
under Satan and Sin, that they cannot fee unto the 
nd of the Commandment ; for the Vail is over 
ll hearts in reading the old Teſtament , which 
Val istaken away in Chriſt ; and where the Spi- 
it1s, there is liberty : this:s the reſtoring of eve- 

y true 7/raelere to his own inheritance, to wit, 
at he worſhip God in Spirit , and, be led by the 
Ppirit into all Truth 3 by which 5p: 'the peop's | 

N 2 OL 


164 An Expoſition of the * 
of all Nations hear the- wonderful works of Gl} 
every man in his own Language, to wit, ever 
Prophane perſon hears how God ſpeaks unto hin: 
iN particular, extvo[ling: his Law, and makingit 
honourable, in condemning all his living inluſ 
and pleaſures of the flleſh, forgetful of God and 
all his Mercies, yea, neglecting, contemnine, 
lightly eſteeming all the ways of Godlineſs or Re. 
Itgion, and brings him under Curſe and Judgment, 
the wrath and fiery indignation of God againf: 
Sin. So tlie Profeſſor hears the voyce of God, 
that makes the Earth to quake,and ſhakes the four, 
dation of the mountains, ſo applying Fudementt: 
the line, and Tighteonſneſ# to the plummet, by hi 
Law that is holy, {piritual and good, that all hs 
wiſdom is faund to be carnal. ſenſual and deviliſh, 
and all his righteouſneſs as filthy as a menſtruo 
cloth, 2nd he a Hypocrite, ſo his foundations 
ſhaken, and his Building falls, curſed as Ferich, 
never to bc raiſed again, becauſe it was not ground 
ed on the rock of ſtrength, even ſelf.denial and! 
faith in Chrift ; and then every ſoul of profeſſ 
and prophane of Jew and Gentile , of wiſe an 
fooliſh, of young and old, rich and poor, farag 
and near hear the wonderful works of Godin]® 
ſus, who gives them true repentance, and unfai 
ed faith, that they may hear the voice of the Tir 
tlein their Land, to wit, the voice of the ſon 
God- in their Soul, even when they are dead 
fin, they that hear may live no more to the lull 
of the fleſh, or their own will, but to the wills 
God, which is their ſanCtification. | 

Sixthly, The Feaſt of blowing Trumpets, ff 


wit, of rejoy-1ing in theſe wonderful works of G 
a 
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as 1ſ-ael blew Trumpets when that high and ſtrong 
wallld City of Fericho was thrown down by the 
mighty power of God; ſo will every Soul of man 
Tejoyce, when that ſecuriry of his mind, that care- 
leſs eſtate which is made ſo ſtrong, and builded ſo 
high by his Wiſdom, and Providence, and Reli- 
gion , is. caſt down by Jeſus the power of God 
therefore it is needful that this Featt be kept con- 
tizually, to wit, that every believing Soul rejoyce 
in the Croſs of Chriſt only, whereby he is mortifi- 
ed unto the world, and the world to him. $2 

Seventhly and laſtly, The Feaſt of Taberna- 

cles. Now when the Ficſh is crucified, and his 
love to the world mortified, it is fit for him to 
live in Tabernacles or Booths, not to build fair 
Houſes, and think to mike his Name great on 
earth, but ro account humſelf a ſtranger and a pil- 
grim on the earth, and to ſeek with Azrabam (the 
Father of Believers ) for a City and Habitation, 
whoſe Founder and Builder ts God. #48 


FOSHUA.. 


VV Hen Moſes is dead, & Foſha is made Leader 
of 1/rael,then 18 Rahab of Fericho a Harlot,an 
lan-keeper, and all her Family converted unto 
God ; wherein Faſhua figured out Jeſus, by whom . 
there was no- difference made between Jew and 
Gentile, Profeſſor and Prophane ; but the Hearts 
of all are purified by Faith in him ; and their con- 
yer(ion by the ſecret power of God, withont any vi- 
ible means figures out that work of God whereof 
Wie Lord Jeſus ſaith, No man cancome to me, except 
in: Father which bath ſent me, dvaw him: this is that 
Tp N 3 - draugit 
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165 An Expoſition of the 
drauzht of Love whereof the Spouſe ſaith, Dra. 
25, and ne will run aftcr thre ;, and this 1s that band | 
of Love tat js ſtrong as Death, without whichno 
preaching nor teaching. nor any wiſdom or power 
of man can convert any Soul. {1 
Secondly, 7eſhua lifts not up his Rod uponth 
River Foraan, 4s 27ſes did upon the Sea, buty 
ſoon 2s the Prieſts feet that bore the Ark, welt: 
dipped in the water, Fordar 1s divided, though 
when xt covered all the Banks, and a fair dry wy. 
is made for //-ael to paſs over; which figureth ax 


the converſion of Souls by Jefus, which is not by 


force and compulſion, but by ſhedding abroadiys 
Love jn mens hearts, he overcomes all oppoſition, 


turns hearts from luſt, envy, pride. and ſelt-long 
20 ;e'f.denial, and love of God and man, even & 
enemies; for he quencheth not the ſmoaking flax, 


break th the bruiſed recd, but yet he bringetb Jud: 


ment s1tovitfory.. 


Thirdly , Then muſt 7/-ael take twelve. greal 
ſtones out of the midſt of Fordan, and therebilll 
an Alrar co effer $a@rifice to the Lord; whichh 
ures out the cfferirg up of a man unto the-Lord, 
both Body, Sou}, and Spirit. as a holy, quick 


acceptable Sacciſice ro God which is our feaſd- 


nable Service, becauſe he hath redeemed ot! 


Souls from death and thraldom to fin and S 


tan, .and brought us out of darkneſs into his mat 


vellous light. and liberty of the ſons of God, # 


he brought 7/-ael out of Egypt, the Land of dark 
neſs and bondage, into the Land of Canaan, all 
this muſt remain for a perpetual memorial, tht 


the Lord hiinſel{ hath done it ; that as 1/-ae! mul 
not attribute it to their Bow, Shield, Spearf 
Fic 6; LE: 7 multirul 
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Difficult Texts in Joſhua. 167. 
multitude of men, to obtain that Land, ſono man 
may thiak that he is ſaved by his own wiſdom, righ- 
tcouſiieſs, or zeal, orany goodneſs in himſelf, but 
by the mighty power and free mercies of God. 

- Fourthly, Now muſt there be a Chriſtian Bat- 
tel, or a Battel of Faith, whereby is manifeſt how 
fooliſh the ways of God are in the eyes of men ; 
armed men walk, but ſtrike none; Prieſts blow 
with Trumpets ; what could the men of Fericho 
| think? what would they ſay among themſel yes ? 
what do theſe men intend todo? can they throw 
our ftrong walls down with looking at them, and 
blowing Trumpets? what blow they for ? they 
have not got the victory yet : 1s not this a ridicu- 
lous way ? what! the ſecond day after the ſame 
manner ? yea the third , fourth, fifth, ſixth, 
all after the ſame manner ? O ſtrange ! But the ſe- 
venth day comes, the Lord's day; then 1/rael la. 
bours hard, but {till in the Lords way ; not to uſe 
their own ſtrength or wiſdom, but to wait on him 
for the manifeſtation of his power,; and -when 
they have done ſo, ſhout, and down falls the wall 
round about Ferzcho ; Iſrael hath nothing to do, 
but go inevery one ſtreight forward, and behold 
tiedeſtruction of their enemies, and rejoyce in the 
Lord : And this figures out the life of a Chriſtian, 
the life of Faith, which -is a continual warfare 
againſt Satan and Sin, and the Chriſtian 1s armed 
with the whole Armor of God, Truth, Righte- 
 ouſneſs, Fairh, Hope, Patience, and the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; and 
herein he walks and ſtrives not. The Miniſters of 
od goon and preach the Goſpel, ſounding that 
cumpet of peace ; and what ſay the wiſe Build- 
©44: 1d" 2th "7" 
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3563 An Expoſition of the - © 
ers, the ſtrong religious ones, who are touching | 
the righteouſneſs of doing, blameleſs ; yea andin. 
ſuffering too, perform much, ſtrive to outſtrly* 
all ; what ſay they among themſelves? what will | 
theſe Hereticks do ? 'thele Arntinomians, that aft | 
off the Law, and all obedience to it ; yea , and tq.! 
the Goſpel too ; for our Saviour and: his Apoſtle? 
command and exhort to Prayer, and all godlydy 
ties, as well as believing ; but theſe men are for 


nothing but Faith and free Grace, and that the 
may live as they liſt, they may continue 1n ſinhe. 
cauſe they are not under the Law,but under Grace, 
yea, they muſt do evil that good may come thereof; 
for they ſay, where Sin abounds, Grace doths 


bound much more : yea, ſaith Paul , ſome affmn, 
that we teach ſo, whoſe damnation « jaſt, But fy 
theſe holy ones, high in their own conceit, if they 
will overcome Satan, and Sin, and the World, 
they are ſtrong enemies , they muſt up: and be dv * 
ing; Believing is good indeed, but that: will not 
do all the work, it muſt bea working Faith, Faith ! 
that brings forth fruit : its not ſaying , I believe, | 
but as Fames faith, Shew we thy Faith by thy works. 
Yes, yes, faith the Truth , but art not thou o ? 
blinded by thy own high conceits thou knoweſtno ! 
works but thoſe of Hypocrites, nor any Faith be 
ſide that of the Devils ; as were the Phariſees? but ' 
the Chriſtian regards not what they- ſay , for he. 


knows they have a Spirit of contradiction, andal 


ways reſiſt the holy Ghoſt ; but he goes on from 
day to day, ſaying, the knowledge of God 1s too! 
wonderful for me, I know not what will be'the end | 


of theſe things ; but holy Father, thy will be done; 


but [believe thou wilt cauſeall things to work _ 
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g<ther for the good of thy Church, and ſo goeson 
believing, waiting, hoping from day to day, till 
Gods day come, the ſeventh day, the Sabbath, :or 
reſt of God, that he muſt enter into his reſt, and 
ceaſe from all his works, as God did from his 
and then he goes chearfully on in the ways of God, 
and reſiſts the ways of mans wiſdom ſeven times 
more'than before, and ſhouts for joy with them 
that keep holiday;for he is filPd with joy and peace 
in believing, the love of God hath drawn his heart 
after him,therefore in Faith and Love works he the 


. WW work of God, and ſuffers with joy whatever is the - 


will of God; and thus the Devil is overcome, that 


WH out by a ſtronger than he, even the Lord Jeſus, 
| WH who alſo deſtroyed the works of the Devil ; for 
' WH thus are thoſe ſtrong and high walls of luſt and 
WW malice, and guile, pride, and covetouſneſs,” and 


a] manner of Hypocrifie caſt down, ' and the Soul 


WH is filled with alt the fruits of Faith, Hope and Cha+ 
| Wh nity, and all the riches of worldly wiſdom and car- 
; WI Val righteouſneſs, is an execrable thing, if any 
WI Heart deſire it, and fo ſteal and hide it in ſecret, 
) Wh to make himſelf rich by it ,, he muſt be ſtoned to 
) 


defile them z for his Soul is not purged from love 
of the world by faith in Jeſus. | 
' Fifthly, Under Foſhua they conquer by the pre- 
ſence of God among them, ſo that they ſubdue 
one'and thirty Kings, and the Land is divided a- 
mong them ; but yet they drive them not all our, 
though the Lord told them, that. if they drove 
them not all 'out,, thoſe that remained would-be 
g6adsin their ſides, and pricks in their eyes, and 
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ſtrong armed one is ſpoiled of his Armor, and caſt. 


death, fox he cannot live among Chriſtians, but - 
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yet it was Gods pleaſure that ſome ſhould remyiy,! 
to teach his people war, leſt they ſhould forae: 
him, and live in ſecurity and careleſheſs, and | 
figures out the ſtate of Chriſtianity plainly ; fie 
through Faith in Jeſus, and the preſence of God, 
they prevail much againſt their enemies, even th; 
temptations of Satan,the luſts,afteCtions & paſſion 
of the fleſh, the follies and vanities of the world; 
but they fubdue not all, and thoſe that remain ar' 
goads in their ſides, and pricks in their hand, 
and this is the will of God, that his Servants my; 
be exerciſed in meekneſs and patience , and that 
their Faith may be tried as in the fire, that thy 
may be igured to ſufferings, and ftand always upm 
their watch, girtabout with the whole Armour 
God, to reſiſt Satan till he fly; this is the Warth 
a Chriſtian ſhould conſtantly. be exerciſed in, and 
wherein he ſhould deſtroy all, as Saul was cos. 
manded to deſtroy the Amalckites , and if they dy 
not, they will be rejected of God as he was; and. 
if they take of theſe execrable things , they mul, 
be ſtoned, as Achan was ; and this is the war whid 
is figured by all the wars of the ſervants of God; 
for other wars they ſhould not meddle in ; forthe 
ſhould purſue peace always , and undergo all aftle 
ions and perſecutions with patience, therefais 
for this war our Saviour exhorts, 1f any man han 
two coats, to ſell one, and buy 4 Sword ;, which; 
not meant by a material ſword, for of that he faith 
he that ſmites with the ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſwank; 
but it is meant” of the word of Truth, which is 
Sword of the Spirit; and by ſelling his coat to buy? 
| ſword, is not to be. underſtood of theſe tempol 
things, and tradings.in them, byrisas that of J/e 
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Difficult Texts it Judges: 25x 
th, Buy Milk without money or price ;, which 1s aSifit 
ary be faid, hunger forit,& receive it of the free 
ift of God, and 1 to ſel] the coat is meant, not. - 
ohuoger nor deſire earthly things, though neceſ- 
ary for this preſent life, as our Saviour exhorts, 

re not for to morrow , and take nocare ſaying, What 
all 'we eat and drink,,, and wherewith ſhall we be 
loathed. - Lia : 


"FUDGEs. 


4"He Book of Fudpes ſhews plainly mans ſinful 
' nature, thar as //rae/, if they had not a Judg 
raid up of God, 'gnided by the ſpirit of God, 
ſtrengthened by the preſence of God , they fell to 
Idolatry and all wickedneſs; So is natural man 
761d of 'the ſpirit of God, and wanting 'the pre- 
ſence and help of God, runs jnto all wickednels,, 
chaſeth any pleaſures or vanities, rather than the 
ſervice of God , yet will he have an Idol, evena 
name 'of God, a form or ſhadow- of religion, an 
external worſhiping of God, Fafts, Feaſts, ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, Prayer, Praiſes, Sabbaths, Holy-days 
Circumeiſton , Baptiſm , Szcrament , Covenant, 
Light within, any thing that he can make a ſhew 
ff Religion and Zeal, jn doing it or in the man- 
her of it, any thing that requires natan inward 
Idderi orn2ment, a ſpiritual worſhip, a broken 
hezrt, 'a loaden conſcience, a wounded ſpirit, 
when the Lord writes theſe great things to him , 
they'are counted as ſtrange things, theſeare the 
works of God for mans falyation; for firſt he 
noimdsthe ſoul becauſe of fin, then he'heals, ſaves, 
lanCtifics of his free grace , therefore | 
RF T0 ; 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, This Boo. dcuuures the jult judprigiy 
of God, becaule of (11, firft/he.foriakes them,'tha 
are they as a woman forſaken of her husband, fy 
is without iruit, without comfort, withouthy 
£our, every one is ready to wrong her and opp 
her : Or as children without Parents, .nongiy 
maintain them-, their neareſt Relations rob 
ſpoyl them of their rights and intereſts - Second 
ly the Lord gives them into the hand of theirens 
mies , yea, raiſes up enemies againſt rhem, asf 
rael was given into the puwer of their enemig, 
round about . them, ſo is the. ſonl given: up tohy 
ſpiritual enemies, Satan's temptations the woarlſx' 
vanities and fleſhly luſts, till he be brought;ing? 
great diſtreſs, that he is forced to remember. fray. 
whence he is fallen, and call ro.mind the mercy 
of God, and to confeſs his ſinfulneſs and yawer 
thineſs,and cry unto the Lord in hzs trouble;therefon, 
_ © Thirdly. This Book ſets forth the mercicsd! 
God, that ſtill continues to be gracions,that wha! 
man returns in the day of his affliction; hee 
him afar off, for he ordered theſe unto. him long 
before, therefore he. doth not upbraid him: mitt Ml 
his wickedneſs, but falls upon his neck and kills 
him; he is not an angry. Judg, but a loving 
ther. and appears in. Jeſus to: reconcile finger 
that are gone from him, and riſen up in enmity? 
againſt him through Satanand fin, even to. dal! 


_ them to himſelfagain with bands of love ;, it's 00: 


man that reconciles God to him, but God reca} 
ciles man to himſelf rhrough Jeſus, in whomit 
fins are forgiven, his ſoul ſanCtified, and hede- 


| livered from the power of Satan , and made cot}: 


queror over all his enemies , therefare, 


/ 
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Difficult Texts in Ruth. 193 
Fourthly. This Book ſets forth the mighty pow- 
er of Chriſt in Believers, by the example of the 
Judges; who were figures -of Chriſt ' in their great 
ſtrength, and -in the ſtrange and unlike ways, as to 
mans wiſdom improbable and impoſlible, yea and 


« 


2s our Saviour faid of the Sabbath, they were made 
or man, not man for them, as Sampſon muſt take a 
wife of the Philiſtims. and love a harlot among 
them, and he kiteth a thouſand men with the jaw- 
tone of an aſs, and he tak:s three hundred foxes and 
tyes firebrands berwixt their taily , pulls up and Car- 
ries away the gates of a city , pulls down a mighty 
Temple , cn the top whereof three thouſand men could 


nnd MoS inet 


oy fand;, Shamgar ſlew ſix bundred men with dan Oxe 
"i 214d, Gideon with three hundred men arſtroys the ene- 
Vi mes that were inumerable as graſhoppers on the earth ; 
1 All theſe things do figure unto us, the ſtrength of 
WW 2 Believer through faith in Chriſt z whereof Paxl 
TRY faith, 7 can do all things through Chrift ſtrengthening 
lh we; and again, he hath made us more than congque- 
2 tors - whereof Davidallo glories much, 5 that b 

"I bim ht could leap over a Wall, and ſmite all his ene- 
1 mics ;, and that he taught his hands ro war, and his. 
TI fingers ro fight, that with his arms he could break even 


4 bow of (teel. 
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'& {ook her own Countrey and Kuidred, aad Fa- 
TRE: ther 


ſometimes altogether againft the laws of God gi- 
ver to 1/rael, wherein it may be ſaid of the laws, 


He Hiſtory of Ruth the Moabiteſs, who for- _ 


44 
41 


774 _ An Erpolition of the. | 
ther and Mother , and all to come to truft undy 
the wings, of the. God of 1/rael as Boaz. ſaid, a 
foflowed none of the young men. but clayey 
Boaz, the Kinsmen , who by the Law of 1/ralng 
to take her to wife ; figureth out plainly the ca 
verſion of the ſoul of man from all things thatax 
near and dear unto him by nature, or by thety' 
ching of man; or by his own concelving, as KR 
ches, Honors, Pleaſures, Forms of Religion,nax. 
of wiſdom, works of Righteouſneſs, and whyteng 
the wit of man can invent, to get eſteem inthe 
world, of to procure peace of conſcience, tots 
lieve in Chriſt whereby he ſhall have troubleinth 
world, but in Chriſt he ſhall haye peace with Gal 
and in his own eies he ſhall be of no eſteem; bu 
as 2 babe that muſt have all from the nurſingms 
ther, ſo he muſt have all from God in and by. 
Chrift, for except man receive the hing dom of heauet 
as a littlechild , he ſhall by no means enter thertin; 
as onr Saviour ſaith; And in this condition fol © 
lows no fleſh pleaſing ways, as joyning hisom 
works of righteouſneis , or endeavours after by 
lineſs, or keeping of covenant, or pure formoſ 
Baptiſm, or right way of receiving Sacrament, of Ml 
celebrating Sabbath, or imitating godly Predecel Mt 
ſors, or waiting of a Light within, or expedting * 
triumphant ſtate of the Charch in this world, 
any the like conceits of men, but cleaving to 
Chriſt ; by whom he ſhall be made fruitful inal 
true good works, of faith hope and charity, and 
yet with him he ſhall ſuffer reviling and perſecutt- | 
on in the world, even to death as a traytor, ſedu- 
cer and Heretick as he ſuffered. 
T'o eſteem that Rath married fo Boaz, and p 
Hr the 
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the ?ſalmſt in the 4.5 P/al. when he ſaith, hearkers 
0 daryghrer , conſider and incline thine ear, forget alſo 
thine own people and thy fathers houſe, ſo ſhall the 
King have pleaſure in thy beauty; that therein he - 
ſpeaks of the daughter of Pharaoh King of Egypr, 
married to King Solomon , that theſe and ſuch like 
Texts, are predictions of the calling of the Gen- 
tiles, and that we may have comfort therein, be- 
cauſe we are Gentiles, and not of the ſeed of A- 
brabhaw, are meer fopperies and fooliſh conceits 
of men that arewiſe in all the Learnings of Religi- 
ons men, as Paw! was by his education under Ga- 
maliel, but know not the work of God upon their 
ſouls, the regeneration poured on them through” | 
Chriſt z and therefore as Paw! was, before that 
Chriſt appeared to him, a Phariſee, a hypocrite, 
a hater of God and Chriſt, and therefore a perſe- 
cutor of him and his Saints, fo all theſe conceits , 
will render men no better; and they that reap 
comfort in any thing but that, they-are regenerate 
through Chriſt; and thereby their names are writ- 
ten in the Lambs book of Life, they do but ſteal 
the truth from their neighbour , they rob God of 
his glory, for all his glory is that Believers bring 
forth much fruit through Chriſt, and they that ex- 
pound the Scripture any other way, but to teſfifie 
the wicked, corrupt, fooliſh, perverſe, ſinfull, hy- 
pocritical naturc of man; and the love, mercy, 
and goodneſs of God toſinful man, in and through 
Chriſt ; pouring out regeneration npon him,forgir 
ving fin, renewing his heart, ſanCtifying his ſoul, 
Jaſtifying 'him by free grace, and guiding him by 
his Holy Spirit, he perverts the truth and turns it 
into a lie, and deludes his own ſap}, as it is ſaid bl 

| 4 all 
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err; and that this work of God is ſpoken of by , 


| Jeſus, whois King of Kings, and Lord. of Lord 
and in whoſe eies that ſoul onely is beautiful, thy 


-on, to follow the call of God from nation to nats! 


.calld him he had remained an Idolater, delights 


of will-worſhip, as others do ; If God had not gii- 
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all the high Prieſts, Scribes, falſe Prophets, a 
falſe Apoſtles, the Leaders of my people cauſe them) 


Pſalmiſt in that place before mentioned. -ſo ſju 
the King delight in thy beauty ; is manifeſt bythy 
which follows, for he is the Lord thy God, and wi. 
ſhip thou him ;, this was not King Solomon, but Kity 


forſakes all natural and acquired endowments, yi 
cleave onely to him; as Abraham the Fatherd: 
the faithful. forfook Vz of the Chaldees, the city 
where he dwelt, and all their Idolatrous Reljg-; 


on; and live as a ſtranger and pilgrim in the wotld, 
having no ſure abiding. place, but ſeeking 4 City 
whoſe Founder and' Builder is God; If God hadng 


in the pleaſures of the fleſh, ſeeking the riches ant) 
konours of the world, and glorying in his form 


ded him, he had gone from the ways of God, to} 
his own tleſh-pleafing ways, if God had not pre- 
ſerved him, he had been overthrown by the temp! 
tations of the enemy, and the delightfulneſsdf 
fiafal and hypocritical courſes , as much as other 
for that of Pau! might have. been as truly faidto; 
him as well as to: others, what haſt thou, *whichs 
thon haft not received ? therefore it was onlybe-: 
lieving that was imputed to him for righteouſnels;! 


. and though he wrought great works of righteoul- WW 2! 


neſs, yet he lived by faith as Habbaksk faith, i © 
the juſt ſhall live by faith; and as Paul ſaith of hin- G1 
ſelf, the life I now live in the fleſh, I [#ve by the faith Wl f1h 
of the So; of God, $S AMUEL | 


\ 
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N the firſt Book of Samuel, we have firſt the 0 

Hiſtory of his Birth, wherein we have Elrand's 
tro wives, the one fruitful by nature, tTorning * 
her that is barren, the other barten can bear none ' 
butby the gift of God, praying to God in her bar- 
renneſs, and magnifying God's great mercy for 
her fruit, and giving up her ſon unto the Lord ts * 
bea ſervant at his Altar for ever, whictt plainly * 
figures out. ,the two hearers of the word our Savi- © 
out ſpeaks of ., one heacirig the word, but doth it; 
not, and he is compared to a fair Houſe, but. is.. 
built upon the ſand without a fonndation, the other ©. 
hears the word and doth it, compared to a houfe | 
whoſe foundation is digged deep and layd upon 
the Rack, though in the wiſdom of the world it 
might ſeem td be altogether. 'contrary, for ' the 
fruitful woman might: ſeem to ſignifie the:doer of* * 
theword; yea juſt like the Scribes, Phatilees and * 
Sadducees, all' hypocrites they were great'doers,:' 
they faſted and prayed, atd pay?d tythes, and -' 
gave great Alms, bur: all co be ſeen of men; thete- 
fore our Saviour. pourerh out curſes upon them, as: * 
he did updn the Fig-tree, that had leaves and no * 
fruit ; but the barred woman isfſhe that hears" the * 
word of God and doth jr, for [ſhe brings forth the*; 
mighty wotks of God, firſt Prayer from an aflice>** 
ed ſoul and a wounded fpirit , 4 ſacrifice which : 
God will never refuſe.' Secondly, uttwearied pa-* 
tace in waiting upon God's good time and plea--* 

29: ſures 
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ſure, Thirdly, a ſtedfaſt faith in the mercies ofthe 
If moſt high, with which is joyned true humility, 
il proceeding toa perfect ſelf denyal of auy good. 
[ neſs or worthineſs in her ſelf. Laftly, a heart en- 
Jarged to the praiſes of God for ever, as appex- 
reth evidently in her Song, This 1s that true: hes, 
ring and doing of the word, when the other gy 
thers many Rules aad precepts, lines and leſſinx 
out of the word, and are buſie performers of the 
ſame; but all is-but a fruitleſs hearing and not ds- 
| ing, a Building without a foundation, a ſowing 
Ji to the fl:ſh, and they reap corruption, for the | 
| root ts rottenneſs, and the ſeed duſt, as the Prophet 
ſaith. . | | 
In the ſecond place, we have the calting of 
- and eſtabliſhing Samwel as the Prophet of God; 
i | El: ſucceeded in order from Aaron, but Sammel wes, 
ql of the tribe of Ephraim, which figured out thecal-. 
| ling of God, that is not hound to a-kindred, but 
iS | will chuſe whom he pleaſeth, as our Saviour faith. 
to Nichcd:mmus, the wid bloweth where it liteth, and 
thou heareſþ the ſound thereof , but kaowels not wheme 
| zt comcth,nor whither it goeth ;, ſo 1s every one that 
' is born of the ſpirit, all the wiſdom 6f man cannot 
| diſcern who is the man of God, nor why he more 
| 


—s, 
- tw 


than another, why Facob, not Eſar, for before 
they wete born, and therefore before they had 
done good orevil ; the Lord ſaid Facob have I to- 
ved, and Eſau have I bated; Iſa their father, 
J though a man of God, yet knew nothing but would 
| have bleſſed Eſau; So the ApoſHles of our Lord 


Jeſus, when 7adas was fallen, and becauſe that Je: 
ſus had choſen twelve, to make up the number 
thought good to chuſe two ef them that had oy 


wil 
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with the Lord and ſeen his miracles and heard his 
doctrine, they knew not whether he would have 
the one of: thoſe two, yet they proceed to caſt 
lots and Pray, but the Lord will not be limiced, 
he ſendeth one that was even then perſecuting all 
that call upon him: with rage and madneſs ; bar be 
that ſtills the raging (as. caſts a but in his jaws, and 
a hook in- hts noſt41s, anc brings the blind wre-ch back, 
by a way that he hath :0: known, and makes him of 4 
cruel per ſecutor , a moſt mighty Preacher of the Go'pel, 
and he is recetved andnumbred amons the Ap: (tics: 
So is Samuel known to. be a faithful Prophet of 
God, as well as high Prieſt, and no fault is attribu- 
ted to Ez but that he corrected nor his ſons, and. 
$amuePs ſons are alſo faulty, ſo that the calling of 
God doth nct ſucceed from the father to the ſon ; 
therefore Paul teacheth, thar the true 7/r:el is nor. 
they that are the ſeed of Abraham after the fleſh; 
but inthem that walk in tne ſtepsof the faith of 
Abraham, thoſe are the heirs of promiſe, for God 
hath called rhem ; for whom hz callcth, them he fſanc- 
tipeth, therefore alſo it is written, what 1/7acl hath 
not obtained, the Eleftion hith obtained. 

[In the fourth Chapter is a glorious manifeſtati- 


on of the [dolatry. of mans heart, thar honoureth ' 


and feareth any thing that he can ſee, rather than 
the living God ; 1/7ael put their confidence in the 


Ark ,a veſſel of wood, the workmanſhip of man, | 


thar can neither ſee nor hear nor move, bat as 
men carry 1r, -and the Phz{iftis fear it, and there- 
fore God ſhews his glory upon theſe [dolatrous 
People; theſ/-aelites thattruited init, they are 
deſtroyed and their Ark, wherein they piaced their 
Pe, 1S taken and carried away ; their High 
Q-2 Pricth 
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Prieft 'El; and his two ſons all fall down to death! 
The Phil:ſtims that carry it away and ſet it by 
their God thinking they had 'gota great prize, 7 


new God that would do great things for them, 


they and their God ſuffer great plagues till they | 


are forced to ſend it home again with gifts ; Thus 
men both 7ews and Gentiles, Iſrael and Phaliſting, 
worſhip. for God, that which is- no God ; and 
thus God confounds the wiſdom of the wiſe, and 
befools the underſtanding of the prudent, there- 
fore the Prophet faith, wiſdom periſheth from the 
prudent, and councel from the man of underſtanding. 

In the fifth Chapter, the Ark of God being {tt 
by Dagon, the Phil:ſtins Idol, it falls down andis 
broken, the face, the beauty of it is ſpoyled, but 
the Pbil;ims patch it and ſet it up! again ; this 
plainly figures out mans form of Rehigion whict 
is his great Idol, when any manifeſtation of God's 
preſence comes in, it falls down, but man?s heart 
ts ſo Idolatxous , that he is not thereby movedto 
turn to.the living God, but he: will repair it and 


1#t it up again; he will not ſay there is no hope, 
he hath not the underitanding to ſay, it could not 


ſave it ſelf, how ſhould it fave'me ; -but he accounts 
he hath not been zealous and-carefull enough, he 
will amend his ways and be' more zealous for the 
ways of Righteouſneſs ; but he will not yield that 
his Rizhteouſneſs is filthy, and that he is delv- 
ded. | 


In the ſixth Chapter the Phil;fims ſend the Ark 


home again, in a Cart with rwo Cows thar had 


.Calfs ſucking on them, and ſhut the Calts upand 
let the Cews into the way , none driving the. 


to-lee whether they would go ſtraight on the rig# 


L 7 Bey , 
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way, which they did, lowing as they went; where- 
by is the power cf God figured out unto vs'in man, 
that is converted unto God, the cows lowin;; ſhew 
their remembrance of their calfs , ard their natu- 
ral deſire to bes with them ; but they are carrycd 
on by the power of God in the ftraipire way to 
Bethſhemeſh-in the Land of C:naar ;, fo 1s it with 
man, he remembers his 0:d delights in'carna! and 
worldly ways, as Iſrael remembred- the flcſh pots 
the Leeks and Onions which they had in Ezypr , 
3nd foathed the mana the heavenly food, which 
Gcd gave them ; and would have made them a cap- 
tain and returned into Egypr ; ſo with man there's 
nothing *but the mighty power of'God to carry 
him on to the heavenly Canaan, in crucifying the 
fleſh with all loſts and affections , and 'morrifying 
his great love to the world ; man would feed on 
theſe ſtill, and not live by faith in Jeſus. 1f-ael de- 
fires a King that they may be like other nations 5 
this -is that which is {the great matter with the 
mind of man, to be like other men, therefore all 
are joyning themſelves into ſome ſociety of Relig- 
on, and are glorying in the greatneſs of their 
company, in their form of Religon , untill the 
work-'of Regeneration be wrought upon the. ſoul 
and then man regards. not; jf there be'not one 
that he knows that will joyn with him, yet will he 
cleave to'it, and not only ſo, but alfo be 7zealo 1s 
firit; (as it was with Elias) he knows there is 
but a yery ſmall number; that the-Lord calls/out of 
the numberleſs number of 1dolaters in auy nation, 
and thoſe ſcattered abroad, to be ſought and 
brought together to the worſhip of God from eaſt 
and weſt, north and ſouth, | | 
O 3 Ts 


_— 
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The firſt King given.to 1/racl is Suul, a PFoppy: 
perſon, taller than any man among themgthispley 
ſes man well, and. when the King of Ammo, a 
preſſed 7ſrael, he ſhew?d himſelf valiant, and give 
him a great overthrow, this pleaſes very well;an( WM j: 
when tcme oppoſed and ſpoke againſt his bein c 
King, though others would. bave, had-'theny.'py Wl fi 
niſh%d, be would not ſuffer it ; this was very con-Wll- 

mendable and honourable, Samuel appointed hin 
to ſtay feven days and he would come to him: 
offer ſacriſice.; but in the mean - time , -@ miehh; 
Army cf the Phil:ft;ms came againſt bim-and' ter 
Tified Saul's Army, fo. that many fled; away fron 


him ; and.jt,was the ſeventh day and $erel call it 
not, therefore Saul cffered a burnt offering, (Ml: 
this was molt commendable cf all,; to.be carefulth il 3 
Prepaſe: bo battel and to be-Religious, not: tog/ Wl 13 
befqrebe had made ſupplication'to God, thin] + 
moſt commer.dable in the way-of, reaſon;:and iti '»: 
the ſi2ht of. men , but not in the way of: faith, a0 = 
1n theſightof God ; for he:requires faithand:pWil = 
tience, that man wait on him tilt-all helps; fajl; av « 
zll kpges be paſt, and regard nothing . bit: ton 
till Bis £1me come, and know that ;his time: istyN-0 
beſt rime.; for it's w:itten in-the mountowilli ll th 
1 o-d be feen '? to wit, in the height ofellextren Wl 1s 
ry , Or.42 the depth of. all :diſtreſs, and when C 
comes he'will give his people deliverance and co-h it 


found zl their ex.emies.oud get his name the-prailk 


He appca7s not to. deliver Jae! out:of Egypt 10 
the Kirg haye commanded to deſtroyall uhe:mti £1 
chjldren , that the name cf Jracl might be nttetlf th 
extinguiſlyd frem cfF the earth ; then, makes Wt i 

VI '? 


the {mallcft and mcſt contemptible of bigcreat 


p] 
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to plague Phar.gþ and all. Egypt,” as frogs, flyes, 
Lice, and Caterp:lers, deſtroys all their fir{t-born, 
and drowns him and all his men of war in the red- 
fea, where he gave his people paſſage as upon dry 
land ; So he appeared” nat to deliver the. three 

children , till they were in the midit of the hot 
fire, nor Dqrz#el till he was in the Lyons den, 
But inthe next place we hae a batcei of faith, - 
for to man that .believes, God's power 1s always 
preſent, O thac men coul | ſee the wonderful works 
of G:d, andiearn to diſcern betw x. the works of 
man, and the works of God wrough: in man, or by 
man ; Fonathan the ſon of Saxl , Fonathan mighty 
in faith, regards not the Philzzms thirty thouſand 
chariots, and fix thouſand horfemen and ſouldiers, 
innumerable like -the #and on the Sea ſhore; but 
ſaid to his Armour-bearer, + come let.us go over to 
tþ ſe uncircumciſed ,, it may he God will work with ns, 
none can let thr Lord to ſave with many or with fer , 
me will ſhewp ou ſelves to: them, if they ſay, come up to 
mm, w: will oo ap. tar the Lord hath delivered the 
anto our bands | this ſhall be 4 (iga unto us; O valtant 
'man., but two "young men ag alnjt. ſo many. thouſands ! 
0 wonderful faith ! well might our Saviour ſay, #2- 
thing 18 impoſſible to him that believeth ;, how litcle 
Is this regaided, yea how little is that eleventh 
Chapter tothe Hebrews reggrded, where the'Apo- 
Me atiributes all :o faith, that all the godly ſeed, 
-did either inthe way of righteouſneſs or in miracu- 
ous works ; And now.O Preachers, Speakers, de- 
£larers, in all.our zealous forms of Religion , c1- 
ther lay nothing of it or oppoſe. it, or teach tiuat 
nothing can þe done by -it; except ſomething be 
Jyaed with it; butihey ſhall 2ll periſh as duit be- 
| = -U 4 -.— _— 
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forerhe wind, for God that is himſelf faithful and 
true, hath eſtabliſhed it as the only firm and ſary. 


whereof the Pfalmiſt gives many teſtimonies. || 


| "ſent by the command of God, to deſtroy allthe 


Jongeſt prayers, gave greateſt Alms, kept ſtride 
Conqueror over all the temptations of Satan, luls 
* David is the ſon , of whom it is ſaid, that hews 


a man aſter God own heart ; and Samuel being left 


but the Lord ſaid look, not upon him, I haverefuſi 


Bond, whereby he hath bound poor ſinful manty 
himſelf, and himſelf to man through Chriſt, and 
therefore will never fail him that believes in him; 


But on the contrary, in the next place Saul: 


Amaitkites and all that ever they had, to ſparenos 
thing, and God gives him victory ; yet he ſparg: 
Agag the King, and the better ſheep and oxen, fa 
beaſts and lambs, and all that was good, andde 
ſtroyed only every thing that was vile, and nought 
worth, and what is the excuſe ? to offer them rinty. 
the Lord. O gallant Religion , they that hare 
ſinful, unfaithfis hearts and minds, abound moſt 
in external works of Religion; as Phariſees made 


faſts,* were moſt devout in obſerving:Sabbaths, but 
mercy, faithfulneſs, and judgment, they know n6- 
thing of; Soas' Fonathan was a clear figure of tis 
Believer, who through faith in Jeſus, is more that 


of the fleſh, and vanities of the world : So Saws 
an evident figure ofthe Hypocrite, who makes 
oreat ſhow of godlineſs, but his heart is bound 
down to the world; therefore Saul is caſt out, and 


to anoynt one of the ſons.of Jſhai, when his eldel 
fon came before him, being atall and comely p& 
ſÞn, he ſaid, ſurely the Lord's anointed is before bi 


him, and thenis layd down a general Rule foral 
2 E. Diy1nit), 
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divinity, God ſeeth not as man, for man looketh on 


"r if we look on the outward appearance of Da- 
id, he was an Adulterer and a Murderer, anda 
onfider in the multitude of his men , when he cag- 
d the people to be numbred;, buthe had a heart moſt 
rue, moſt humble, moſt loving, moſt faithful, moſt 
hiritual, as appeareth in his Pſalms , Oh what 
roken hearted confeſſions of his ſins? what lowly 
houghts of himſelf ? yea how abſolute ſelf- demals.£ 
m tenderly prays he for all, even his enemies ? bow 
Irong and admirable teſtimonies of his faith in God's 
ercies? what myſtical and ſpiritual doftrines he utte- 
:th? wherein:he caſts off the firſt covenant ; to 
vit, the Law, the covenant of works, and publi- 
heth the latter coyenant, even the Goſpel, the 
ovenant of Grace as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
xpounds it, ſaying, he takes away the firſt, that be 
ay eſtabliſh the latter ,, whereby he divides all a- 
ight, giving bread toghildren, and ſtripes for the fools 
Jack,, as Solamon ſaith , even all the mercies of God 
nto the Believer , and all the dreadful judgments up- 
m the wicked; as 11 the 109 P/al. and many others; 


| 
Wit the unrepentant ſinner might be awaked out 
| 


f his careleſs fecurity , by the judgment, cycle, 
Wirth, and fiery indignation of God againſt ſin- 
{Wers, poured out, upon them in his Holy Law ; 
W2nd all the mercies and comforts of God in Jeſus, 


ight be freely given throygh the Goſpel to ten- 


der hearted Believers. | 
And as' David was a child. and beloved of God, 
ſo had he the childs part, whereof the. Apoſtle 
laith, every child whom the father loveth be chaſts- 
ſeth, for how many, how bitter, afflictions had'bg e 
| _ Y after 
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e outward appearance , but God beholderh the beart; 


a An Eppolitivnoftho® 
. afcerthe Lord call*d him forth 'thac he was gpd 
ted Ring of, 1/-ae/, his brother envied. him,'a| 
he had .flain Gel:ah, 'and was famous in vidtory 
Saul purſued him1o terribly, thar his mighty faj 
3h God ſhrunk, that he ſaid, one day I ſhalt fl 
the hands of Sant”, and ſought for relief of Aehi 
K ng of Gath, aud there to ſave his life, was for 
20 Jain bnfſclf mad; what ſorrow had he thath 
was the cauſe that all the Prieſts: at Nob, and 

that foggy to them ſhould beflain ? afterwat 

got fuch favour of Achiſh, that he aſſigned hi 


% 


lag for him and bis men to dwell in, theiith 
Anmn.lekites fell upon' the Town -and burnt it, al 
carfied all the people priſoners , while he withli 
men were abſent,” his wives were carried away.al 
the people were'rgady to ſtone him: and thoup 
he dtove away the Phil{tims and relieved Keil 


cry oÞ.7 udah, yet the governouts of Kerilah nol 


deljver him into, the hands of $a; and whebl 
was in the wilderyets of Ziph, the' Z:phims betjaſ 
eq him to Saul, what ſorrow had'hefor thedegl 
of 7onathan, "ſo. loving and faithfuF a-brothert 
him,” And whed he \was received/for King of 
dah in Hebron, Abiier Saut's General, ſet up I 
Treth.one of Saul's, ſons Ring over T/+-ael, kow gral 
wars hagd' he with him a long time ? and all chi 
was Treaſon, becanſe he was anointed of Sm, 
to be_King of a!l 7/raet after SauPs death by th 
command of thr Lord, and alſo had it by promk 
- from-Sau! for ſlaying Golzah. | 
- Ang when Abzer came to deliver up the Kin 
dom ro him, 794b flew Aer treacherouſly, fo thi 
hehad great iocrow for the death of Aber ; lit 
he is made King over 2ll 1/racl, his wife deſpilh 
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1 for dauncing before the Ark of God, accoun- 
e-it-light carriage, his Ambaſſadors ſent to 
mfort the King of Ammon after the death of 
5 father,” (who had ſhewed kindneſs to him) are 
aſely.abuſed ; then is he- overcome by temptati- 
and falleth into grievous' ſins, for which, being 
proved by: Alathan, We hath exceeding gteat for= 
2, and his child 'dieth; and Ammon one of his 
]sravaſherch his danghter Tamar, for 'which Ab- 
jon, another ſon killeth Ammon, for which Da- 
d bamzſheth Abſalem, though he was his moſt be- 
ed ſon. Yer after two years he was reconciled 
dhim ;- but: he forthwith by treachecotis means 
pireth to the Kingdom, and having with ſubtle- - 
y, gets the favour of the people, and'riſerh upin 
pen arms againſt his own father, (Jercevery one 
ake heed 'of loving a ſon over highly) 'David is 
vrced to flee, then comes out one of the houſe of 
al, curſeth him and cillech him murderer ; in 
attel- Abſalom is flain, thence hath he great ſor- 
ow, becauſe he loved him {o dearly. then afſoon 
Sheisbronght to Fe#uſalem again, Sheba riſeth in 
bellionz and draweth all T/rac/ way with him, 
foab 2gain killeth 'Amaſa treacherovily, whom Da- 
id had made General; after this he cauſed the peo- 
le: to-be numbred, as having, confidence in the 
nultitude of men, more than in the living God ; 
0 that. God ſenta Plague that deſtroyed eventy 
bouſand,.therefore-had he great ſorrow both: for 
'S 51n, and for that the people periſhed for his 
ault. Laſtly, Adoxijah another ſon, brother to 
bſalom, aſpireth to the Kingdom; and Foat the 
eneral, and Abiarthar the Prieſt, joyned with 
1m unknown to Dave”, and contrary Or | 
''X ; 20 


183 .' Ay Expoſition of the”. ”: 
and all this did the Lord to exerciſe him in fan 
and patience, as he faith, F ſal. 39. I became dun 
and opened not my mouth, becauſe thou d'd;t it.” | 
, In the next place, we havethe mighty Prophet 
Elijah in the days of Ahab King of iſrael; mf: 
wicked, .of whom it is. ſaid, that he ſo}d bimſelfy 
Commit Wickedneſs ; and prowrked the Lord morethuy 
all the wicked K ing- that were bejore him, and maryl 
Fezabel n moſt wicked woman, exceediag all inwhn, 
dom ard witchcraft, danghter of Erhbaal, King of th 
Zidonians, therefore Etzjah, zcalous for thetruth 
makes jaterceſlion againit 1/rae} , and there wasn 
Tain, but a fierce draught upon them for three Ml, 
years, which cauſed a great famine in the Land; 
Which figureth out the preaching of the Law 
feCtually.; to. bring curſe and' judgment uponthe 
foul, till he. be overladen with fin, -and hunger 
ſtarved:for bread ; as our Saviour ſaith in his PM 
Table of the prodigal., God ſent. a famine up 
the Land where he dwelt, then returns he, ali 
ſeeks to his father ; ſo 1/rael now ſeeks after God, 
then Elijah manifeſts that he is God and not Be 
al, by ſending fire from heaven to conſume theſk 
crifice, ſo man acknowledgeth God is the tm 
God, when he ſends ſuch a heavenly fire into 
heart as conſumeth all his luſts and ſelf-love;, aid 
then rejects all the falſe teachers that ledhim into 
error, as Elijah ſlew the Prophets of Baal : andwl 
Fezabel perſecuteth Elijah, it figures the hardueh 
of that heart, which is ſet on-in wickedneſs; Wl 
miracles can prevail, as our Saviour faith, If tl 
believe not the wordof God, neither will they belt 
thengh. one ariſe from the dead; and as Elijah is i 
by the Rayens, it figures God's miraculous gs 
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to feed his ſervants by any creature, that they 
nay never fear , for though all men on the earth, 
againſt them, they ſhall be preſerved, till they 
ave run the courſe, God hath appointed rhem ; 
> fire muſt not fouch the three children, though 
t burn them that caſt them in, the- Lyons muſt 
ot devour Darrel fitrfhg all night among them, 
zough they tear in pieces all his adverſaries, be- 
ore they reach the bottom of the pit; when E- 
jjah is ſent to the widow of Zarephath a City in - 
7idon, it figures the call of the Gerrzles and to give 
hetn faith, that they may become true Fews, that 
valk in the ſteps of the faith of Abraham, and he 
aiing the widows ſon to life, figures out the 
MWrork of God, which raiſerh them that are deadin 
ins, and makzs thew living fons off Cod: But here is 
Whe glory of the Prophet when he flees from Feza- 
W-!, leaves his ſervant, and goes a days journey 
Wito the wiiderneſs alone, ſits down under a tree 
Mod ſays, z:*s now enough ;, Lord take my ſoul, for F 
When 79 better than my fathers; O mighty man that 
aft done ſo great things, been ſo zealous for God, 
Wundergone the hatred and contempt of King and 
Wpcople, and fits down under a tree, where thou 
Wert baniſh*d into a wilderneſs, and ſays it*s now 
etough, thou haſt no ſeeled houſe, no company 
Wot friends, no ſervant'to attend thee, no gold nor 
Wilver, no furniture, no change of apparel, nothing + 
prepared for the time tos come, nay. no Provifion 
Wor the day, no bed or couch to lie upon, no eafie 
Wieat toreſt upon, nothing but to lie down on the 
are earth in the wild defart under a poor tree , 
nd yet canſt ſay, it's now enough, Lord tak; my 
oor life, I ame better than my fathers: O truly 
: | | humbled 
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humbled ſoul, O mighty confeſſion unto the'p 
of God, as if thou hadſt ſaid, in that 1 redo | 
ſo great things, is by thy grace, ak t at I hay 
been ſo zealous for thy glory is by thy. preſkagy 
in that 1 deſtroyed the adverſaries of, thy Nank, 
by thy preſence, before whom, nothing that ,j I8& 
vil can ſtand, in that 1have ſuffered ſo much, 
by thy ſecret comforts, it's enough for me, 
thou haſt honoured me to be thy ſervant ind 
theſe things, I have nothing but what L have; rect 
ved from thee. It's thou alone that haſt made my 
to differ from the moſt wicked man, 225 xewey 
Lord take my ſoul, I am no better thai my fathers; 
mighty faith, that takes away all boaſting, he th 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted, therefore hath Gi 
exalted thee, and ſent Heav enly Chariots an 
Horſes of fire, and a whirlwind- to take they. 
into Heaven, and it muſt be the glory ofthe fors 
runner of Jeſus, even of Fohn. Baptiſt, that it 
came 1n the ſpirit and power of Elijah. 
Now an Angei coming and bringing him Brex 
and Drink twice, and awaked him that he might 
eat and drink, for he had a great journey to,gh 
and that he travelled in the ſtrength of that met 
forty days and forty nights, unto Horcb the Moul 
of God, figures out plainly the work of the Me 
niſters of Truth, who are the Angels of the Chur 
ches, that miniſter bread of Life, even Jeſus, lv 
is the true Bread that came- down from Heaveh 
and giveth life unto the world, and living watth 
eo wit, the Holy Ghoſt, who is that living wait 
that becomes a fountain in our bellies, that ſatis 
fies us ſo that we thirſt no more afrer any thing 
this world ; and ju the ſtrength of this Bread all 
"ey 


Difficult-T exts in Samuel. 20 
mater, every one that receives them, walk all ther. 
ife-time ſtreight to Horeb the Mount of God p 
yen ſtreight forward to the heavenly Canaan, .  . 
1n that he entred into a Cave, and lodged therey 
We figures out a Chrittian Life ; it's hid from the 
Wriſe and prudent of the world, they read, and 

ear and meditate, gnd think to find out his way: 
nd imitate him, bur when they read and hear. they 
re deaf and dumb, they have ſtopt their ears like 
he deaf Adder, ; the Word of God is a Letter 
caled, yea a Book ſealed with ſeven Seals, and 
here is none found able to open the Seals, . nor 
5orthy to look therein, but the Lion of the Tribe, 

f 7adab, and him they abhor; he is gone into a 
ountrey far from them to receive 4 Kingdom, 
nd they will not have him to rule over them; 
rhen they meditate, they mind earthly things; 
or they are but ſhaping a God and a Chrift like 
Wito themſelves: _ every form of religious wor- 
{iippers make God and Chriſt like to themſelves, 
Wl pleaſed with that form; and no other, as they 
re; therefore by David he ſaith, Thou wickedly 
aſt in thy heart,that I was ſuch aone as thou, ſo the 
Wan of God is in a Cave, but God ſpeaks to him, 
We bath communion with God, as Fohn faith, Our 
elowſhip 15 with God ;, and the Lord ſaid to himy 
W'- 4. ft thou here Elijah ? why art thou thus ſepa- 
Wale from men in this ſecret ſolitary place? I have 
W''” Jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts, whereby 
hoped to have had ſociety and comfort with 
hem that profeſs thy Name and Worſhip, but they 
W-ve forſaken thy Covenant , broken down thine Al: 
«rs, ſlainthy Prophets, I am left alone, and they: ſeek. 

y life, where can I'be? I muſt be hid from mom 

all > 
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all; here is the cry of the man of God unto he' 
Lerd, ſore troubled that the Profeſſors of the 
word and worſhipers of God, though in mul / 
zeal , and in many ways, yet are all corrupt, all jou i he 
ont of the way, all become abominable, none-that du th 
goed, nonit one; all working miſchief, deſtroyin' ji 
the ſervants of God, and making a mock at even'M © 
Poor ſoul that punts his truſt in God; as Dail F 
complains, then the Lord calls him out to ſtand in 


the mount before God ;, and what is that ? eventy' hy 
leave them, let the wicked be ticked ſtill, and th 
utrighteous be unrighteons felt, and come from ani of 
them; and behold the glorious manifeftation a iW', 
| God, and ſee where he isnot, and where hes! 
And the Lord went by a mighty ffrong wina, .rent th - 
mountains and break, the Rocks before the Lord, bit M-.. 
the Lord was tot in the wind, and after that a Th 
earthquake, and after that a fire, but the Lord nit pt 


any of theſe , but after theſe a ſoft arid ſtill voice, ol M+,,; 
when Elijah heard ir, he covered his face with his na- i 7, 
tle, and went out and ſtood 1n the entring in of the (atk, 
Here is the work of God deſcribed, firſt the fiert 
wind figtres out the Law of God, when theLotl 


extolls it and makes it honourable, it renitl i 
the mountains and breaks the rocks, the Proptt Wl ;; 
Iſa. faith, it breaks 1he Oaks of Baſan, and Ceddt, m! 
of Lebanon; (as David doth alſo, calling # thM;, 
voice of God) and Iſa. expounds it plainly, kW 3 
the humbling and abaſing of the heart of ma; thi al 
he be aſhamed oof the Oaks and Gardens that W oy 
hath choſen, that the arm of the Lord only ml ce, 
be exalted in that day, bur after the wind, there WF rh 
an Earth-quake, the ſame power that caſts doW WW oy 

Li 


his high thoughts and havghty images 
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makes alſo his -heart to tremble, as it was with 
the Faylor that came trembling to them, whom before 
he had «mpriſoned. and uſed harſhly, and fell down at 
their feet crying, Sirs,, What muſt I do to be ſaved ? 
and after the earth-quake comes a, fire, to burnall 
the ſtubble off ths .ground, and all the Tares that 
are pathered out pfxhe pood+corn, to wit, Ythy 
lets of the fleſh, the Yayit 45 of the-worldly mind,and 
hypocriſie of the hearty; all are judged and. condem- 


& . 


ned, but not raged out yet; therefore, it: is faid, 


the Lord 15 not inall,theſe;, fopall:this is the, work 
of the Law, therefqre it iscalled,, the fiery Lay © 
Moſes; and it pours out the ;herce, jndignation of 
God. againſt ſinners,;. but rhep comes 2 foſs, Jl, 
voice, and Gog, is there, for. Es ens out God 
airing in Jeſs; obo break not, the Yrpaſed gigs 
or guenches the ſmogking flax, nor. ple $v.2axefr 
bebeard in the jjreets , but brings forth judgment into 
vidtoy ; all the terrible Law. could . overcon 
noge,- but hers.is . viſtory,: here 4s crucifying of 
te. ſh,, mortifying.of the world,  quickning.of 
theſpirit, here is the.giving_ of a'new heart, and - 
aripht ſpirit within us, here.is the ſhedding abrogtl 
thelove of God.ig our hearts,, which begets love 
in vs again, both to God. and man, events ene- 
mies, thar the righteouſneſs of the law may be fulfilled 
in us, that walk not after the fleſh, but after be [pi- 
r#. And now Etzjab veils his. face with hismantle, 
and ſtands in the entry of the cave, which figures 
out {elf-denyal and living in faith, for by farth we 
ceaſe from eur own works , and enter into our reſt ;, (as 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews teſtifies ) for Jeſus is 
our reſt, as he ſaith, 7» the world ye frall have tribx- 


Iatios, in me ye ſhall have peace. = 


ro , An Expolitionof the | 


In that the Lord ſend him to. anoynt Haw! 
Ring of Aram, who wzs ſo cruel an eiiemy to / 

Yael ſhew, after how-many ways the Lord feng 
puniſhment uponfinners } as alſo inthat he is ſent 
ro anoynt Zeb, to deſtroy the poſterity of Ah, 
Himſelf alſo being 2n hypocritical Idolater, hey 
that there is no certainty , that any is a mandf 


God ; for that he hath great fucceſs in wars, qs. 


ny temporal affairs,” or, for that he ſhews prex 
zeal in external ations of Religion: 

Bnt1n that he ſends him to anoynt E/:fha a Pro. 
Phet in his ſtead, ſhews the continual goodneſs of 
God to his people, that there fhall be till ſons 
faithful Prophet or Miniſter of the word, buttht 
Fuch a one hath not his anoynting or powert 
preach the word from Kings, or them that E* 
mn Authority by them, but from-God andWhon 
He fends fo doit ;, fo thoſe that preach '6r propyl 
Cy by the ordination of man , preach plea 
things to man, and thoſe that are of God, 
the truth of God, though man.he never ſo; 


T1 


offended at it ; as [Abab had four hundred Pie 


Phets prophecying yiftory to/him 2t Remoth (Gil 
| '#d, only Mich4iab ſhews him that he fhall be ſkin 
there; And hence Paw ſhews himſelf to beat 
Apoſtle not of man, nor by man, but of, and bj 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 and ſairh,;f 7 pleaſe men, 
ſhould I be the ſervant of Chriſt ; 1o contrary is tis 
way and will of man, to the ways of God. _ 
' In that the Lord faith, him that eſcapeth fr 
the ſword of Hazael, ſhall Fehu ſlay, and him that 
ſeapeth from the ſword of Febu,' ſhall Eliſha ſlay; 
gures out a myſtery , a two fold flaying ; towll, 
2 taking away the Jife of the body by m___ 
Wor 
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ſwords, and this is done either by foreign enemies 
or by civil wats, or by Magiſtrates punifhing of- 
fenders, or perſecuting Gods people, this is hol=. 
den forth by the ſwords of H :z.ael and: Jehy, but 
the ſword of Eliſha is the word of God waiich is 
the ſword of the ſpirir, which ſlays not mens bo- 
dies but their fins , ard fo by ſlaying, taves their 
ſouls to eternal life : chus the merciful God hath 
a hiding place for his people, in the day of deſtru- . 


| ion, till the indignation be paſt, and then he 


will work upon Mount Z:0y, and bring his people 
through the fire, thar the cryal of their faith and 
patience may be more precious than that of Gold 
ſo will he purge all the ſons of Levi, taith Aldala- 
ch;, whereby he meaneth, all true B-lievers, whonz 
he maketh Kings and Prieſts unto their God; as 
the Divine faith, and Peter calls them a Royal 
Prieſthood. 

As Ahab King of T/rael had four hundred falſe 
Prophets, and there was only one true Prophet, 
Michaiah , (o its common in every Land or Na- 
tion, there's four hundred ; nay it may be feared, 
four thouſand falſe Prophets or Preachers, for one 
true Miniſter of the word ; of whom the word of 
Michaiah is certainly truc; that God hath put aly- 
mp ſpirit into their mouths ; becauſe they like Ahab 
hate the true Miniſters even in their ſoul, and have 
choſen falſe Teachers, that will ſpeak pleafing 
ng unto them, ſo they have choſen. their own 
delu oO and have believed a lie, rather than the 
frut h 

In Ebſba's curing of Naaman the Syriay, is the 
myſtery opened firſt when he bids him go, waſhin 
Tordan, and thow ſhalt te cleanſed; he flies into a 

DS rage 
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rgeand ys, ellen wit ry lf, bil 


ſurely come out., and lay his hand onthe place ard. 


call upon the name of #he Lord his God; Thus every 


man thinks himſelf wiſer than -the Miniſter of 
God and will have falvation 'in his own way; 
and as here Vazwan would have it done by prayer, 


ſo they think to do all by praying when they are 
wicked and their prayers are abominable in-the 


fight of God; they cannot call upon God, for 


they know him not; for they have not believed 


\ inthe ſon, and none knows the Father but the Son, and 


they to whom: the Son reveals him ; Again he faith, 
Are net Abanah and Parphar Rivers of Damaſcus, 


better than all the waters of Iſrael; So all zealous, | 
and religious men ſay, are not our P:ayers and - 
Praiſes and all our duties, our care,our faſting, and 


all our works of Righteouſneſs, better than belie- 
ving in Chriſt ? But when-he is. waſhed and made 
whole , then he knows there is no God but in /ſ- 
7:4! So when man is converted and becomes a 
Believer, then there*s nothing but faith in,Chriſ, 


that purifics the ſqul, that is well-plcaſing to God, 


all things elſe arc ſin: All Praiſing, Praying, ad 
all other holy things have inzquity in them, and 


are filthy hypocritie. 


When E!:ha jnthe great famine by the freight 
fiege of $;maria, Prophecycd great plenty that 
ſhould be the very next day,agreat Lord ſaid.though 
God would make windows in heaven, can that come tit 
paſ: ? This figures out the Infidelity of mans heat 
Ic the ways: of God, as Nacodemns ſaid, when Ur 
Saviour taught dhe regeneration, how can theſ 
things be? So none will or can believe that faithin 


Chriit can do ir, but becaulce it is plainly Lavghti 
| | the 
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the word they cannot deny it ; but ſtill they cannot . 


believe. that it 1s ſuiſicient for our ſalvation, they 
muſt needs joyn ſomething with it ; the falſe Apo- 
ſtles joyn circumciſion and keeping ofthe jaw, Pa- 
piſts joyn. works of merit and the like, Protejrants 
will not call their works meritorious , but fruits of 
faith, thereby witneſling they have no faith ; for e- 
very true Believer witneſſeth that faith purifies the 
heart, and that ſalvation is by faith only, without 
the works of the Jaw ; but all bypocritesjoyn ſome- 
thing ; ſome their goodendeavours, ſome their co- 
venant-keeping, ſome an inward light, any thing if 
it be but to ſay, thou rather than you, and the like; 
any thing ſo they may caſt out the Lord Jeſus and 


- 


faith in him, and free zrace, for if they admit of 
theſe, they have nothing to boaſt of. | 


As the Prophet told the great Lord, thou ſhalt ſe 
it but [valt rot taſte of it ; lo it is-with thele. glori- 
ous high religious men, they ſee the ſervants of 
God living by faith, exerciſing all uprightneſs in 
the ſight of God and man ; and they frame them- 
ſelves to doas they do; but as he truſted in the 
Kings favour by whom he was made keeper of the 
gates, that none might go in and. our but by his 
leave, and he hopes to diſpoſe of all this plicaty as 
he pleaſeth, bur the people crowd in fo throngly, 
and fo violeatly, that. he is rrodden to death ; ſo 
theſe religious ones, becauſe they read thar Dav a 
thought to look to his ways that his tozoue ſhould not ſin, 


and bridled his mouth; and Fob made acovenant with 


his eies not to lrok.upon a maid, they wiil be keeps 
of the gates, but ſins come crowding in ſo feſt, 1nd 
{o violently, that they are trodden down to death 
ur. by parable fait}: , 


everlaſting ; for as our $avio 
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when the unclean ſpirit is caſt out, he goes about ſeeking 


dry places and findeth none; hereturns to his place 


whence he came, fir:ds it ſwept and garniſhed, he 


takes ſeven other ſpirits worſe than himſelfand 


enters in, and the latter end of that man is worſe 
than the beginning ; ſo all the reformation that 
theſe make by their keeping of the gates.that they 


ſwear not and be no drunkards, prophane not the: 


Sabbath days, frequent no ill company, that they 
read hear and Pray , and uſe good company, and 
frequent the Church and the like; all is but a pre 


paring, of their hearts, for worſe ſpirits then that | 


of uncleanneſs, wherein they lived before, even 
for the ſpirit of pride and envy and hard hearted- 


neſs, and hypocriſie in the ſight of God, and bloudy . 


perſecuting of his ſervants, and contempt of them 
that live in ſuch uncleanneſs, wherein they former. 
ly lived; and of them that live in any other formof 
Religion; not that itis evil to leave ſwearing and 
drunkenneſs and the like; -or to hear read &c. but 
becauſe they will be keepers of the gates;but David 


{airh, except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 


watcheth in vain, &c. Again, becauſe they begin 
their work wrong, they build a form of Religion, 
and lay no foundation, they dig not deep andlytht 
foundation"*on the Rock. they take not away their old, 
ſtony heart of unbcli:f), and take a new heart, that tren- 
tes at the word ſaying, I believe, Lord help myunbe- 
liif ;, they take not away their ſpirit of Juſt ander- 
vy, and take the ſpirit of faith, and unity, anda 
found mind; theſe are the works of God, he that 
will exerciſe works of righteouſneſs, before God 
hath laid this foundation, he is righteous too ſoon, 
as Solomon faith, the rain will come down, the _ 
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Difficult Terts ti Satnuel. gg 
will blow, andthe form will beat upon that houſe, and 
the ruine of it wt bz great ; the four Leopers that 
fate in the gate of Samaria, in the great hege , be- 
ing forced to go to the Aremres their enemies, to 
fall into their hands for food, figure out plainly: 
the unclean ſouls by the leoprofie of fin, fitting at 
the porch of the Temple, which is given tothe 
Hearhen to be trodde:: n:der foot, even waiting 
in an outward form of Reiigion, for the way of 
life and falvation ; when the outward. is ſtraitned 
by the appearing of Guds power, then they turn to 
the Lord whom they. have made their enemy 
through ſin, either to live by his mercy or die. The 
like figure is holden forth in Effher when Haman 
had EY a decree\ for the teftruQbion of allthe 
Jews, and ſhe a Few, and the K:'ng yaviig made 4 
Law that whoſoever came into his preſence, not being 
ca'led, ſhonld die ;, except to whom the King holdeth out 
the golden Rod, #n this ſtraight ſhe goes in and ſaith, if 
I periſ, I p*riſa ; ſo the foul of man is brought to 
this ſtraight, he muſt eithes be ſaved by the free. 
uy and mercies of God, or he goes to eternal 

cat. | 

And in that theſe Leopers find the firſt relief, fi- 
= out that which our Saviour reckons among 
us great wor ks, anto the poor is the Goſpel prea- 
ched, the afflited Soul vnder the burden of fin, 
ſhall be firſt comforted, yea and they alone, as 41a- 
ry faith, he [atisfieth the hungry with bread, and the 
needy with good things ., therefore our Saviour faith, 

Bleſſed are the pooy in ſpirit, for theirs is th» kingdom 
ef heaven ;, and again, Bleſſed are they that bunger and 


thirſt afier righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be ſatisfied. 
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N all the Books of the Kings and Chronicles we 
find very few Kings that continued in the waysaf 
God, but very any that were Idolaters,and wick, 
ed ; which figures out unto us, the proneneſs of the 
heart of man. to wickedneſs and hypocrifie; to bend 
his Religion afrer the ways and devices of men, & 
to make a great ſhow of holineſs in outward appez- 
rance?. very fewcloſe nnto the Lord in upright- 
neſs and truth of heart, which is that which is : 1 
red&out by all. the Sacrifices and Service required in 
_ thelaw, or under the goſpel, therefore David : 
faith ſacrifice and sfferings thou haft not d:ſirca,and in 
another place, thou requireſt truth in the inward part; 
And our Saviour faith, ro /ove God with all the heart 
and foul and ſtrength, and thy nerghbours. as thy ſelf, 
75 more than all burnt offerings and ſacrifices; and up- 
on theſe hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
Secondly, we read that the good Kings abounded | 
in wealth and multitudes of' men, and men that 
were mighty valiant 1n;battel ; 'on the contrary | | 
dolatrons Kings how weak they were, what fmall 
armies they had, how Tuddenly they. were deſtroj- | 
ed ? that 1it*s a wonder to conſider that the great 
mulcitnde of people'itr the fathers days ſhould be 
ſo diminiſhed in ths \Tons days; as we read of 7e- ! 
hoſhaphar'thar had above a nyllion'of valiant Soul- 
diers, andhis Son Jeh9ram brought to great weak- 
- nels, and miſery ; which figures to us, how the mal | 
that ſtands ſtedtaſt inthe faith, his Soul _—_ | 
wil 


_ Difficult Texts in Kings. &c. ' 20x 
with grace, and bringerh forth all the fruits.of the 
Spirit ; love, joy, Peace, &c. and he is made more 
than conqueror . over Satan, ſin, bell, and death; and 

led with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory ;, but Hy- 
pocrites are deſtitute of the grace ot God,&there- 
fore their enemies prevalls, temptations of.Satan- 
flls them with pride in their holy conceits & con- 
tempt of others, Jluſts of the fleſh draws them to 
fulneſs of bread, 4dleneſs, luxury, the world carries 
them out to coyetouſneſs, hard-heartedneſs, & op- 
preſſion, and they cover all with its lawful to uſe 
moderate recreations, is a ſhelter to live in all de- 
liciouſnels; it”s lawful for a man to ſave and main- 
tain his own rights,muſt be a cloak to hide all hard 

eartedneſs, contentions and Suits ; but God is love _ 
nd Jove covers 4 multitude of ſins, ſecks not his own, 
ut the good of others; bears all indignities, forbears all 
iſchievons and envious creatures, and ſo the true lover 
f God, truly loves his enemies. 


—_— 
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| | N the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we read the 
WL:cſtoring of 7/-ael out of captivity; & the. rebuil- 
Wing of Feruſalem & the Houſe of God there,which 
gures out the reſtoring of the man of God,the be- 
eving Soul, rhat hath faln from grace, hath not 
ood ſtedfaſt in faith, and therefore God hath lefs 
im to be taken captive by Satan, and carried into 
10 and luſt, till he ſee his miſery and cried unto the 
W-*c< our of that captivity; Theſe Books hold forth 
W/4at mans condition is after ſuch deſertions, bk 

: ; Ie. 


| neſs,which 58 Idolatry, &c. And hei ein they are Chief, 
/ Iy zealons of two things as they were, to wit, th 
| keep the Sabbath, and not to marry ſtrange wires! 


T ding ſtedfaft in the faith, for that is our Sabbath, 


202 An Expoſition of the 
he hath many enemies, as they had, then Satan« Mth 
fires to winnow him like wheat,as our Saviour ſaid; {Mis 
and transforms himſelf intothe likeneſs of an Angilif 
lsght. and would decerve, even the very elett ;, if God: 


110t ſet bis mark upon them #n their bands , andin thiy! 
foreheads, y-t are they ſo Zealous to carry on tht hu: 
ding. that they build with one hand, and hold their wt! 
ns in the other har:d, to withſtand their enemies, ſod ra! 
Chri/tians, they fight the good fight of faith, and flad 
girt about with the whole zrmonr of God, and refit St 
ran unto bloud;thcy not only ſet their affeftions on thing 
above, but alſo mortifie their mms; 5 that are inth 
earth, formcation, inordinat* affc ion, and cout 


To keep the Sabbath ſignifies or figures out ſtats 


our reſt, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews declarestt: 
large, ch. 4. we that bel:eve areentred into our reſt, |þ 
yael could ngt enter becauſe of unbelief, therefore it wu 
Pill cryed to them, and is ſtill cryed to all, today if ji 
well hear his voice, that ye may enter into his reſt, out 
that ye ceaſe from all your works as God did frombiig 
yowit go ceaſe from your vain confidence, that any wit 
of yours will avail you to ſalvation. To ſave the ſul 
meerly by free grate, to work all our works in us, tatil 
his ſon to us, to br ta. us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſantti 
fation and red:mption, even all things neſſary to 
vation; in him and through him, to gvve us pardon 
our ſins, and aſſurante of everlaſting life ;, this is 
glory, and his glory-will he not give co anoth!; 
then doth man glorifie him, when he truſts not 
himf1f, nor jo any heip- of others; but trol" 


Pd 
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the Lord alone, then doth man walk before him.,& 
js perfect when he believes him to be all-ſufficient: 

Secondly.,not to marry ſtrange wives,figures our 
joyning our ſelves to nothing but God, therefore 
the work of God is called hy Hoſea, eſpouſing us to 
bimſelf 5n fas: kfulneſs, ſo all finfulneſs is call*d adul- 
tery, and hypocrites are calldan adulterous gene- 
ration ;So that when man accounts any thing need. 

al to falvation but the Lord Jeſus Chrift,& faith 
in him, he eſpouſeth his ſoul to Idols, and not unto 
the Lord his firſt Lover, and loſeth his firft 
Lover , even God sn Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſaith 
to the Galatians; if any of :you ſeck, to be juſtified 
by the law, he is faln from grace; and whoſoever 
crcumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profiit him nothing ;, there- 
Wore here is the zeal of true Servants of God, 
We ſpecially after defertions, whereby they have lear- 
Wed to know, chat the Service of: God 18 perfeft free- 
wm, but the ſervice of other Lords, as drunkenneſs 
ovetoufneſs, &c. is abſolute ſlavery; then ſtand 
bey on their watch night and day, teſt Satan de- 
eive them with his wiles,to draw their Souls from 
aith in Chriſt or to joyn any other thing with it, for 
vrms of Religion, mans wiſdom in underſtanding 
nd expounding Scriptures, giving goods to the 
oor, long Prayers, and great praiſes of God,hea- 
W'0g,reading, meditating, and the like; all theſe 
em beautiful to man ; but Solomon adviſeth to be- 
are of the wine, when it looks red in the cup; 
»dthe Lord bids Samuel not to regard the goodly ſta- 
re and comly countenance of Eliab ; & our Saviour 
\ Parable, compares the kingdom of heaven to a graik 
iy 7 2rd-ſeed, and a little leaven; faith is a little 
os, 2nd unloyely in the cies of men, but it's of - 
| great 


204 . An Expoſition-of the 
great valve with a Chriſtian when he hath: foundjt! 
to be a bitter thing to. ſtart afide like a broke 

 bow,and fall from his ficſt-love, into the hands 
unfaithful lovers ; for whiie he ſtuck to the Lordhy 
faith it purified: che hearc and purged the conſt! 
ence from dead. works, and: brought in fulneſfsof 

* joy and peace; but after thar he fell away there ny) 
nothing but tvyling in the very fire for very vanity; 
one hath neither Son nor daughter, and yet there} 
no end of his labours., another riſes early andlis 
down late, and eats the bread of carefulneſs, al 
knows not whether his Son, to whom he muſt ley 
all, will prove a wiſe man or a fool; another ſinks 
down into the earth drowned in fleſhly lufts, ans 
ther flcats above the skies in pride and ambitia, 
through his highly conceited holineſs, vainly put 
up with a ficſhiy mind ; but after ſach a one hah 
known his miſery, by being led unto theſe ways 
the wiles of Satan, and ſodeſerted of God. and tix 
Lord hath in mercy drawn him to himſelf againie 
ſits down by the waters of Sh:lo that run ſlony, 
and ſeeks not to the ſwift waters of Ns, thek- 
ven-ſtreamed rivers of Egypt, that land of bondaz 
and darkneſs, he cleaves to the Lord by faith, t 
fears to be out of his ſight, leſt enemies enter, thi 
either proſperity lifc him up, or adverſity dejt 
him, that nothing be good unto him but God, al 
nothing evil, but his own deceitful heart, in prv 
perity he defires to be kept in the fear of God, uſp 
in adverſity tobe hid in his ſecret place, till the 1s 
dignation be paſt ; he prays to be kept as the app" 
of an eig.to be hid ynder the ſhadow of his wing i 
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ESTHER. 


yHe Book of Eſther holds forth how far God 
[| foffers his people to run hazard cf their lives,& 
hat great deliverances he gives them in his time, 
ren wherrall hopes fail; and ſo ſuffers the wicked 
riſe in great height of proſperity, and on a ſud- 
an throws them down to the dult. 
he firſt figures out the afſured happineſs of them 
at are perſecuted unjuſtly fot righteouſneſs ſake, 
Tr they ſhall be comforted; and' the latter figures 
ie miſerable eſtate of man flouriſhing in-Tiches, 
ealth and honour, and is not rich in faith, for he 
all be overthrown, and never riſe again ; which 
0 conditions our Saviour holdeth forth in the 
WW rable of Drives and” Lazarss. 
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He Book of Fob ſhews' what worſhip & ſervice 
I of God there was among the heathens ſo that - 
ſracl was nor all the people of God, but in that the 
Iord choſe Abraham & his poſterity to give to them - 
Vis laws arid teſtimonies, and i© cauſe them to be 
Waſticted in Ezype under Pharaoh,* and to be held in 
, Worcat bondage. and then to give them grear deli- 
erance, and ſhew his power upon their enemies, 
nd brings them in a wonderful way to the land of 
Caraan, all this doth but figure out the true a 
| O 
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206 - An Expoſition of the, | 
of God, whom he calls out of their naruralfy 
wherein every one is an {dolater ſinful and wig 
(as he calPd Abraham out of Vz of the Chaldy 
And he gives them underthe power of Satany 
ſin tobe ſore afflited ; then ſhews he his powey 
crucifie the fleſh, to mortifie the worldly mind 
wain them from all the pleaſures of ſin, todeling 
them from the power of Satan, to bring themhyj 
wonderful way, and exerciſe them under manifi 
temptations, and viſit them with divers corre 
ons, to inure them to ſufferings, and in the 6d, y 
bring them to the heavenly Canaan, their etem 
reſt with God ; The people of 1/rae! andGub 
dealing with them were but a figure of theſetns 
Servantsof God, and therefore the Apoſtle fi 
all are not 1fracl, that were the children of Abram 
ajter the fleſh; but his ſeed are they that walk 
the ſteps of the faith of Abraham , ſo likewikit 
theweth, that the Sea and the cloud were figures 
Baptiſm , and water flowing out of the Rock) al 
manna, were figures of the Body and bloud d 
Chrift. |  "- 
Secondly, In this Book his three friends arguing; 
mightily of Gods juſtice and mercy, and ging 
many teſtimonies agreeabie to the word of trith il 
and yet being reproved , both by Elihs and bye. 
Lord, ſhews that man profeſſing the word Wl: 
worſhip of God, though he knew not the work Me* 
God, to his ſalvation, caa talk divinely, 2s it Wy. 
an Angel z yet ſuch a man knows not how terrilſh 
the Judgments of God are upon his people, ft 
their correCtion therefore, they did reprove him, 
as if he had been a hypocrite, inſtead of comſor- 


ting him, 
ace Third 
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* Thirdly, here we find that both E/bu and the 
Lord reproved him tor juſtifying himſelf in the 
ght of God, and magnifying his own righteouſ- 
neſs, whereof he alſo accuſeth himſelf; afcer the 
ord had reproved him; which ſhews us, that man 
muſt be brought off from this eſteem of hisown 
righteouſneſs, before he be juſtified of God; this 
«that true ſelf-denyal without which our Saviour 
Iith, 22016 3s worthy of him, nor can be his diſciples ; 
hisis the true humility which-none will be brought 
into , but by the great power of God:; and there- - 
fore it is ſaid, that God ſpake to Fob ont of the whirl- 
w11d; which figures unto us the powerful working 
xfthe word in mans heart ; yea this is that broken 
and contrite- heart which isa ſacrifice always aC- 
pay in the fight of God ; therefore after that 
?ob was brought to this, and made his humble con- 
eſſen to the Lord, and ſid, I have heard of thee 
dy the hearing of the ear, but now mine eje ſeeth 
"Wie ; therefore T abhor my ſelf and repent in duſt 
"Wand aſhes ; then was he accepted for himſeif and 
lis friends. ; ; 
ag Laſtly, in that his eſtate was twice as much as 
 WMbetore , figures out that the faith and patience and 
"umility, &c. given of God to his people.are grea- 
"ect riches than all wordly wealth, and his daugh- 
{Mcrs being fairer than all women: in che Land, is a 
F8&'gure to ſhew chat Believers that ſtand faſt in the 
Math of Chriſt, and bring forth fruits through love, 


1 W-rc abſolutely beautiful, even without ſpot, wrin-: 


Ke or blemiſh in the ſight of God. 
P3ALMS. 
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Avid is ſaid to be a man after Gods own heat! 
and. he was exerciſed long and very mucin 
wars with the enemies of 1/ael, which figures gut; 
the Chriſtian wars againſt the enemies of his Salyz-: 
tion,in which he, was alſo ſo much exerciſed, that! 
in his Pſalms, be ſings Praiſes to God for his deli 
rances, both from his temporal and ſpiritual enemith, 
which cauſes them to be ſo nixt. together, that t'1mt. 
eaſie to be underſtood ;, but becauſe be ſaith himſelf, 
will open my mouth in Parables, I will utter. my dath, 
ſpeeches upon my harp ; he ſignifies that when, he! 
ff 2ks of his corporal enemies ,_he figures under! 
them his ſpiritual enemyes as in the 8-p which 
is tituled a Palm of Pavid, when'the Lordde ine 


red him from all his enemies, and out of the han 


of Saul ; he ſaith the ſorrows of death Cw aſeb is 


flouds of wickedneſs made me afraid, &c. which 86 
vident to be ſpoken of the ſtate of his Soul, whelſ 
by the power of Gods juſtice in his Law . his ſinful 
condition was diſcovered ;. that. he was dead ins) 
and that his wickedneſs did abound and flow ont 
all his parts ; members of his body, and faculties 
his mind, even as a floud, and when he faith, tw! 
earth trembled and quaked, the foundations of the mou 
rain ſhook and moved becauſe he was angry.;/it is lai 
to be ſpoken of the wrath of God: againlt ſin,whif | 
makes the earthly mind to tremble, and. ſhakes 
the foundations of carnal peace, which lifts ppt 
hearc of man as upon a mountain”: & ſo the ſmoa 
and conſuming fire , ſhews the terrors of the Sik 
at Gods mighty appearance, his riding on the ce! 
rubims and wings ofthe wind, making dark 
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ecret place, his pavillion round about him dark 


raters, and thick clouds, ſhes the exalting of his 


Majeſty in the heart of man, and diſcovering the 


jarkne(s or ignorance of the mifrd of man before he -. 
lighten him ; which when it is diſcovered, man is 
erified, as if he ſhould be deſtroyed as by hl !ozes + 
end coals of fire, thunder, lightning, &c. $0'\whenhe 
aith, the ſprings of water were ſeen the foundati:ns of 
he round world were diſcovered at thy chidng,0 Lord, 
the blaſting of the breath of thy diſple:ſure. this 
ews how this mighty work of Gud makes'manto 
ec the very myſtery of iniquiry.to wit in the bil 
ff man, to be as ſprings of iniquity,as Fe/emv (MH, 
hat it # deceitful above all thinss,and infinitly wicked, 
3nd this is the diſcovery of the foundation of the 
whole world , - for a# fieſh have corrupted their way, 
hey are a'together become abominable, as Davidiaith, 
o in the next place he ſhews the mercies df God 


Woto him, in theſe expreſſions ; | Ze: bath err lown 


om above, and tak'n me , he hath drawn me-out of 
any,watcrs , he brought me forth alſo into. alarge 
ace, he delivered me becanſe he had a favour untomes 
vr hereby is ſignified the pardon of his many fins, 
mich are ſtill figured by waters; and: giving him 
ath in Jeſus, which is figured by alarge place , 
r Freedom and Liberty ; therefore our Saviour 
alth,, If the $:n MY you free, then are ye frec an- © 
ea;-ard all this he did of his free ace. ' not 
T.any worth in him, but becauſe he*had a fa- 
our to him ; which manifeſts, that when | Did 


tP*aks of keeping of the ways of Ged, and ha- 


tg an eye to his. Laws, and the like, he ſpeaks of 

i fruit of faith, which made him to love God;and 

d bis Laws,and+o bring-forth fruit through ra. 
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when he ſaith , He ſhall deliver me from my ſtray 


Enemy, and from them that hate me, it. May leemy 
fignifie Saut and other Adverfaries : but it may p 
ther 6gvre out Satan and other ſpiritual Enemjg: 
for he faith they are too ſtrong for him; which py 
ſpeaks caencerning, ſpiritual Enemies , which'h 
calls:Principalities and Powers of Darkneſs, Oths 
Expreſſions he uſeth, which he ſpeaks in the perſy 
_ of Chriſt; as, Thou ſhalt make me the head of th 
Heather, &c. prophecying the converſion of th 
Gentiles, wherein the Spirit of God inallthePy 
ya did ſeem to rejoyce exceedingly ; but there 
bY not to'be- underſtood the converting of othe 
Nations to the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 3 ity 
generally accounted to be; but it -is to be. ynde 
ſteod of any Sinner or Hypocrite to recelye th 
Dottrine of free Grace and Salvation by faithy 
Jefus;;,for our Saviour ſaith, There ſhall be jy 
theAngels and: Saints ever one Sinner converted. All 
again,»all. thar are ,unconverted are as Heathen 
living without 'God in the world, ſtrangers to theC 
penant of Grace - and. the Scriptures thus vAdet 
ood; pertains to every mans own Soul, tokno 
whether he be converted or no ; to wit , whetitt 
; he hath known the:power of Gods Juſtice agalll 
Sin and Sinner, ſo made out in his Law upon hill 
that the -Law did not teach him what. todo, all - 
what to agdid, that he might obtain life, but tha 


the Law diſcovered whatever he did as ayoideds 
to be Sin, becauſe heis a Sinner, and thefeforea 
an evil Tree cannot bring forth good fruit, {ol 
being a Sinner, could do nothing good or accept 
ble-in.the fight of. God, as vur Saviour teacifll 
fo- whether this giſplaid the wrath of God vp 
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his Saul,. as. Thunder and Lightning, or Coals of 
Fixe, lothar it made his ſqul to tremble, and:remo- 
ved all-the foundations of his carnal place, and caſt 
down his mountains of Security, that his Soublay 
4n ercat diſtreſs, that he could nog &afe for an- 
guiſh of his Spirit, to ery unto the Lord as the 
Prodigal did, 1 bave ſinned, I have franed ; his ſoul 
groaning for Mercy, till God ferch him-out of thefe 
great waterss. and ſet him at. liberty, and full?d his 
heart with joy.;! Thus tounderſtand the Scriptures, 
may. tend to. the converſion of Sinners, | andthe 
comfart;.of Believers.z. but. to underſtand: this 
Palm to-be. Davia's prailing God forhis delive- 
tence from corporal enemies, whar figniſies it but 
that we ought £0. praiſe. God. for atl-his mercies ; 
and what ai e all oar praiſes af. God, 'while we are 
£ither ſinful wretches, or abominable hypocrits, 
but as the cutting off. of a. dogs neck, or the affer- 
ngup of Swincs-blood , abominable 1n the {ihe 

ff Gd ? , And if we underſtand any Scripture to 
ignihe the converſion of Heathens, what avails it 
vs? we onght”to rejoyce therein, for Saints:;and 
Angels rejoyce in it; yea; bat how ſhall we re- 


*Wojce ip that we know not ? if we know'our ſelves 


truly converted, then we ſhall endeavour the con- 
erfion of others, and rejoyce in it, otherwile our 
W'<joycing is but a meer fancy. Tlits-therefore may 
1 the Rule how to expound every Scripture 'a- 
"W'ght, to bring it either topertain to the Law, or 
othe Goſpel ; andit ir belong to the Law, it ei- 
ter diſcovers ousſfins and hy pocrifie, or the judg- 
ents of God againſt ſinners; if'it belong tothe 
ond, it Hou rants the mg of God in 
"er convertion, or the operation of his holy Spirit 
Wd fruitfylneſs of Faith, Q 2 Ja In 


'212 , An Expoſition of the . | 
In Pſal.29. Devidis myſtical ; Give unto the Lon 

ye ſons of the mighty, give unto the Lord glory aud. 
ftrength. By ſons of the mighty, is not meant: 
great men of the earth ;” for they are generally ip. 
 Norant of Tads works of Grace, and therefore! 
their praiſes of him are abominable ; they know WI 
not how to praiſe him but for what pertains tot 
earthly Life ; for which they fay, | thank God: 
and they know not the true God : Its but and. 
thar*s in their hearts, which they have framedlike: 
themſelves, to rejoyce in the praiſes of men ipn6- 
Tant of his Grace, who know not how to- rejoyee, 
-Nor, Praiſe God in the day of adverſity ; butt; 
Sons of the mighty are the ſons of God, whomkt 
hath begotten of his own free Grace, out of hi 
-great. loving kindneſs to man , by the word d 
Truth :' Theſe are they that only can give hit 
-glory and ſtrength due unto his Name, for he it 
-Geemed their Souls from death, when they ran 
ging (like the wild horſe-colt ) in. ways of & 
ſtruction, he caft g hook in their noſtfils, and abt 
-in their jaws, and brought them "back by a, wi 
they had not known, and led them to the Hild 
:his Salvation, and ſhewed them his Glory,; tie 
-can Praiſe God for adverſity more than proſperit) 
for they rejoyce in nothing but the Croſs of Chill 
"whereby they Are weaned from the pleaſures 6 
the fleſh, -ar.d mortified unto all the-vanities of ti 
-worid; forthis is the ſtrength of God ; none 
could do.:it. this is the glory due to his Nall 
Man can attain to riches by wit and policy, 
Praifes of men by flattery, to an eſteem in Rell 
10n by bypocrifie, but to be made of a Sinn 
.Son of the mighty God, is only the work of Je 
Tel : _ 
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And theſe only can worſhip the Lord in his-glori- 
ousSanttuary, to wit, in Jeſtis, for he alone1s the 
Santuary, the holy place of Gad ; for in Jefas 
he appeared to reconcile the world to himlelf, and 
in him he is well pleaſed; alſo the Tabernacle and 
Temple made for to worſhip God in, were only 
S Types of him; and therefore as all worſhip was 
Iolatry that was not perfarmed in the Temple at 
Feryſalem, ſo all Religion is hypocriſie , but faith 
in Jeſus, whereby the Soul of man is implanted in- 
to him as the true Vine by the hand of.Godz there- 
fore he ſaith, Ns 
© Verſe 3,to 9. The Yoyce of the Lord 1s upon the 
Waters ; the God of Glory maketh ut to thunder; the 
Lord is upon the great w ters: where by. the voyce 
of God is meant the Wurd of God, even that 
Word whereby Sin and Death ( whereby man lies 
dead in fin ) is aboliſht , which is the Lord Jeſus; 
for he hath aboliſht Death , and brought life and 
ſalvation to light through the Goſpel ; as faith the 
Apoſtle : and himſelf ſaith, The hour cometh, yea, 
now is, when the dead ſhall bear the voyce of the Son 
of God, and they that hear. ſhall live;, and by waters 
15 meant Sins, as [ ſhew'd before ; and by Thunder 
Is meant the terror of God upon the guilty-Sin- 
ner; Whence it is evident, that David here by this 
Parable ſhews the work of God in Chriſt to deſtroy 
Sin, andquicken the Sinner, that he may firſt know 
the righteous Judgments of God upon Sinners, 
which Paul calls che Terrors of the Almighty, which 
are here ſet. forth by Thunder, and by breaking 
the Cedars of . Lebanon, and mating the Moun- 
tansto $kip like a Calf or young Unicorn, and 
viding the flames, and making the Hinds to 
| | > & IR calve, 
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calve,: and ſhaking the wildernefs, and” diſco. 


ing; the Foreſts : which Terrors of God, Iſaj 


chap. 2. jers forth in the like figarative words ; Th ; 
Day of the Lord is upon all the lngh C:dart if 

Lcbanen aid y. ks of Paſan and even all Brg h mou 
zaims and hills, und upon' every high T wer and ſtring 


Cc 


W..l, and npon all the Ships of Tarſbhiſh, and pleaſat , 


Pitures:, and heexpounds himtelf, that he meany. 
upon proud ani} haughty men'; zhat the haughtipeſy 


of mai may be brought low; and the loftintſs of may 


abaſed; and the Lord ovly exalted #n that day , fot 
as Jeſus is the voyce, even the living word F&ot 
as I ſaid before; ſo he'is the Day of God; or 2 
Peter calls him, rhe dawning of the day, or ug 
arifirg in onr hearts ;, without whom the Word 01. 
God is unto us as & light ſhining in a dark place, 


becaule our dark and ignorant minds cannot uſt | 


deritand it.., | To Sea 
Ferſe 7. By dividing Flames of fire , 1s meatl 


. 


rightly dividing to every 0ne accordingto his deed, * 


to the wici:ed thoſe deftroying flames of hell-hie | 
that are never quenched ; bur, unto his people thoſe 
heavenly purging Harnes' wherehy' he purgeth all 
the Sons of Levi ( as Malachy faith) to wit, al 
the cleft of God, whom he. maketh Kings -and 
Prieſts to their God, 3 Fohn ſaith, /Kev. 1. _ 
Verſe 9. By making the Hinds to caſve, 184aFl 
opre of working true fear ih the hearts'of men, 
which is fruitfnl in the works of God as It isfad 
of the Hind, that ſhe cannot bring forth het Call. 
but when ſhe hears Thunder ;' ſo no.man can,work | 
any true righteouſneſs till the Lord have put his 
fear in his inward parts: as it is faid in the Cove: 
nant'of Grace, by Jeremiah, chap. 31. 


And 
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" And by diſcovering the Foreſts, is making known 
man his manifold Sins, which lie hid in the fe- 
cret of his heartz. which nothing can diſcover but 
the true Light of God, even Jeſus, that diſco- 
vers the. hidden) works. of darkneſs; therefore he 
ith he is che Light, but the world will not come 
ro him leſt their deeds ſhoul@ be diſcovered that 
they are not. wrought in God; but they that dg 
well come to the Light, that their deeds'may be 
known to be wrought in God; therefore he faith, 
nhis Temple every man ſpeaks of his Glory; towit, 
every one of theſe upon whom this glorious voice 
hath wrought this m1 ghty work'to make him of 2 
Sinner a Son of God ; otters cannot proclaim Jt, 
Wor they know it fot. Others ate proclaiming their 
wn Glory, their Wiſdomand Righteoufnels, and 
» Withe Light, but his people ſpeak of his Glory alone ; 
- Wor he faith, EE on CHETTEDas 
Verſe 10. The Lord ſitteth upon the flouds, the Lord 
veth remain a King for ever. Here is the reigning 
ff God in the hearts of his People ; he ſits upon the 
fouds, to-wit, mortifies the fleſh, with all the luſts 
and affections of it. And, > 3: nl 
Verſe 11. He gives ſirength te his people ;, as Ons 
Phalmiſt ſaith, he teacheth their hands to fight, &C. 
0 that by their arms 1s broken even a Bow of ſiect; 
0wit, he giveth them victory over all the pow- 
rs of iniquity, that they . may reſiſt Satan till he 
lee, and overcome the world by Faith in Jeſus, 
« W'bereby he alſo giveth them peace, as Paul faith , 
> 2-118 juſtified by faith , we have-prace with Cog. 
NW 2/2. 30. Inthis Pſalm alſyo David magnifies the 
Lord for deliverance from the enemies of his Sou', 
aough it be ſaid tobe his Song at the Dedication 
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216 An Expoſition of the 
of his Houſe, and expounded to be after Abſaly 
had defiled it with whoredom z theſe are meer 


feigned things of carnal minds ; but David wx 


ſpiritual , for holy menof God ſpake not of their ay 


mird, but as th.y were moved by the holy Ghoſt, 


Peter laith; and thence argues that  -Scriptuci 


of private interpretation, to wit, 15 not to he under. 


jtocd of any private or particular mans doings, 
but ſo to be expounded as it may be of concerny 
all men ; therefore David ſhews here that finding 
the enemies of his peace too ftrong for him, he 
cried unto the Lord, not only prayed, but crye( 
in prayer, which word imports earneſtneſs, prv- 
'cecding from great neceſſity, which mans wiſdon 
may think might be upon David, in the matter 
Abſcl-m;, but David had a weightier matter tha 
that upon him ; for with Dav:d to reign, or fot to 
reign, tolive ordie, &c. was ail one, as it 1$with 
every true Chriſtian, concerning all temporal ble. 
fings or endowments, as health,or ſicknefs,ſfrengtd, 
or weakneſs, wiſdom, or fooiiſhneſs, man hath no- 
thing to ay but thy will be done O heavenly Father, 
as our Saviour taught vs; tut when we come t0 
the concern of ſalvation, then there?s Davidscry- 


ing, Pauls | raying without ceaſing, our Saviour 


importunity, as the widow with the unrighteow 
Judge ; then he faith, O Lord thouhbaſt reſtored ms, 
then haſt brong ht my Soul out of the grave, thoubd 


rede: med me from them that go down to the pit. Th) 
that will expound this to temporal deliverances|lt- 


tle know, that every man in nature lies in the grait 
of ſin, and forgetfulneſs of God,-unti! God brink 
him out, and muſt go down to the pit of hell wit 


others, unleſs God revive him; but Devia ai” 
. 6 - EP | 
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Difficu't Texts in Pſalms. 217 
it well , and therefore czll: to Saints again and. a- 
gain to praiſe the Lord wich him fora remembrance 
of his holineſs, becauſe Saints only could ſing the 
praiſe of God upon this account : All that. fled 
with him, being delivered alſo with him, could 
praiſe God with him in A ſolom?s buſineſs, but on-. 
ly Saints in this. And thus he praiſeth God , be- 
cauſe his anger is but for a very little ſpace, but in 
his favour 1s life ; weeping may abide at evening , 
but joy cometh in the morning ; Here all the Saints de+ 
clare, that when Gced hath delivered them from 
their loſt condition,, and made them full of jay, 
they eſteem that all the manifeſtations of Gods 
wrath upon them for ſin, under how long and great 
trials. and afflictions' ſoever they have laid, were 
but for a. moment, becauſe now by Faith 
they have aſſurance of eternal lifez as Paul ſaith, 
1 account all the affisftions of this life but a momentary 
thing in compariſon of the exceeding weight of Glory 
that is to be revealed + But then Lavid laith, .._ ... 
Verſe 6. 1 ſaid in my proſp-rity | ſhall never be 
moved; thou Lord of thy goouneſs hadft made my bull 
ſo ſtrong; thou turnedſt away thy fice, and 1 was 
troubled. Thus it is with the Saints , when Grace 
Is come, their hearts are ſo enlarged. that they 
think that they can and will walk j that enlarge- 
ment all their days; bur then the Loxd leaves them, 
tolet them know their own weakneſs and fooliſh- 
neſs, and that the joy and peace which they: joy {0 
much in, is a Gift of G<d, it?s nor God him'elf; 
herg?s the defertion of God. There?s no wiidom, 
ſtrength, righteouſneſs or goodneſs in man, but by 
the preſence of God with him; ſor it's Jeſus, in 
whom Godappears to our comfort and a 
Is who 


 exhorts, Learn of me, for 1 am meek, and lowly jy 
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213 An Oppoſition of the' 
who is made of God to us Wiſdom,, Righteouſneſs, ke 
and therefore Dvid faith, .P/al. 16. God oy wy. 
ritht hand, therefore T fhall ot fall. Such deſerting 
brings a man to Prayer ; for {© is God pleaſady 
keep him in lowlineſs of heart ; as our. Saviour 


h:art: And the Prayer of his aMiCted ones Gods 1 
ready to hear, and fill them with joy, and ſo tex 
them, that more they live: in ſence of theix inhy. 
mity and ſinfulneſs, the mqgre is Gods Grare and 
Mercy powred out upon them,. which is often &. 
gured out by the Prophets,” by powring rain upa 
a thirfty Land; as our Pfalmiſt: fon [7 
gracious Rain upon thine inheritance,, attd refreſhes 
when it was weary whereby he fhews the afllidtio IM '* 
of the heart of a.man of God; he is weary, his WM” 
Soul is far more troubled that he ſhould be depri- Ml © 
ved of Gods preſence now through, his own fol, « 
and weakne(s, than he was for want of it, befor; 


he enjoyed it; therefore he ſaith, he cried unto Y 
the Lord, and gavehim unto God right hnmbly; WM” 


iS" Paul faith, he prayed thrice; he was exalted by I 
Hemi mga's, ms of God, but he was hams * "1 
bted by his own ſinfulnelſs; and when God hathii 

kd them with joy again, then they ſing out bis 
praiſe without ceaſing}, and give thanks to. Gol 
for ever - They never glory any more. in theirel- ; 
joyments, but give him the praiſe of all, and glo- 


ry in their infirmities, becauſe the ftreng-h of Gol ; 
is manifeſted and magnified in their weakneſs,,a0d I : 
his wiſdom in their fooliſhneſs, 'and his Mercfand Wl : 
Grace in their ſinfulneſs ; in his Praiſes he ſhuts? WI - 
the Pſalm. | 
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""P/al. 40. In this Plalm alſo is held forth this gra-. 
cious worlpof. God, after that Daved was brought 
to the ſight and ſenſe of his flaful Nature, .where- 
jn he lived. without, .God., as. others, and nothing 
could help him but,God, therefore he waited. long 
with great patience; for when manjs.4n this oN- 
dition, he thinks the:time long,) the time of miſe- 
ry is long, the time.that man wants: and feels far 
that his heart defireph , feems, Jong, tahimy but 
then he ſers forth the wark of: Gad which he Works 
by Je us, UDO BNET TRIS 

"rel 2, & 5. He brought yn: out of the hoxgible pit, 
oit of the mire ,aud clay , and. ſet my feet; upon.the 
rk, apd or arred my gotngs 3, he put a new. ſong in my 
routh; even a thaj:| Sgrying . eur Gog., x 46 
the whole work ſet. forth in; fergwords,. which ,af- 
terwards he enlaggeth. |; Firſt heſheweth what.the 
natural ſtate, of Man is, from-whigh-,God brought 
him,, a horrible pit of., mire;.and clay; thus -the 
Plalmiſt_calls it, by Parable ;,25-i5; 15. alſo called a 
cage of unclean Birds;, a. THS filthy Beaſts, 8 
land of darknels,. &c,.. And this: will.every. truly 
converted Soul ſuhſtrihs to, -as the; Drunkard,: or 
any prophane Epicure,; that, ſpends, his time'in cur- 
ſing, fearing, and; all . manner. of ſecurity, pro- 
pbaneneſs and diſregard .of God, - when he: is 
brought. to, the ſight of: his ſinful courſe, and to 
talte'of the mercies of God, what a horrible pit 
will be account that helay in before ? So the mile- 
table worldling that can take to himſelf no reſtday 
nor. night for © hunting after riches, when God 
makes him know,what..a. wretched life he led, and 
Fives him to partake of- the true treaſure of ecernal 


 dappineſs,, what a horrible condition will he ac- 


count 
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220 _ Ant Erpolition.. of the. | 
count it wherein he lived before ? So the Hy! 

crite : as Paul, after that the Father pluckthin 
-out of that eſtate, and revealed the Son in'hin 
-what' a horrible dungeon did he judye thattoy 
'wherein he perſecnted Jeſus and all his Saints, 
raging mad, as he faith of himſelf, ſo Mighty 


ſaid of all others. "02 
In the ſecont place he ſaith; He ſer my feat 


. 
.* 


"the Rock, and ordered my goings; here is the ab 
work ; for' the Rock. 1s Chriſt : and to order} 
«poings is, to eſtabliſhus in the Faith, that ce if 
we lsve in the fleſh we may live by the faith of _ Feſw: 
.and when the:God of mercies hath done the 
'things for us, our.Souls are fill'd with joy, ſo tht 
'he may well'be {aid to put a new ſong in our niouthy 
even thankſpiving to our God - for how can þ: 
ceaſe topraiſtGod , that underſtands that he hath 
Pluckt him owt of ſo horrible a pig, and implantel 
him into that Rock of ſtrength, which deliver 
and eſtabliſhes him in it, never to be deprivet 
it, as he promiſed,tohis Diſciples ; 7 will giveyw 
« Faith againſt which the gates of Hell cannot preval, 
and all this he doth by his own free Grace ; there 
fore they can praiſe nothing elſe : Others pratk 
their Idols which they love and worſhip in the vv 


him from all his enemies, and gives himeternal it 
0 
h 


nity of their minds , and forſake the living God; 


as Zonah ſaid, Man in following lying vanities, for- 
ſdhes everlaſting Mercics: Bur the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks 


forth the goodneſs of God fiſrther, that the Lorl 
bath not enlightned his mind only to know tlis 


glorious work of God ; but faith, Many ſpall ſt 
it, and fear, and put their truſf in the Lord; where 
he ſhews that this work only is that which brings 


mat! 


Difficult Terts finPlaims; 25x 
man to faith and fear of God; and then he pro- 
nounceth that man bleſſed that truſts in God , and 
follows not others; for they do nothing but go 
about with pride and lies, which he ſpeaks of falſe 
Dodtrine; for they that go about with it are 
proud, for they boaſt themſelves to be the only 
true Miniſters of God , though [they tech no- 
thing but Lies, as the Jews and falſe Apoſtles 
did; for either they teach mans Works only, as 
the ſews did, and all 'our Papiſts do; or elſe 
they teach to joyn our Works, and Zeal, and our 
WW Conceits with Faith in Chriſt, as all other Forms 
& WY of Religion do. Pa Toots 

i Andin Yerſe 6. he begins again to admire the 
WW wondrous works and thoights of God, how great 
WW they are to us ward, even to ſinners, and /faith-he) 
LW no man ordereth them to thee, which is as if he 
i faid , they are of thy free Grace, none deſerves 
| 


them ; nay, no man can imagine, nor yet believe 
that thy works ſhould be ordered ſo to proceed 
from thy'own free goodneſs to unworthy ſinfal ſin- 
ners, but that thou ſhouldſt beſtow them on men 
according to their goodneſs and obedience to thee, 
that thou ſhouldſt love thy enemies, and give gifts 
toRebels, no man thibks of ſuchyjſn order. And 
as they are great, ſo they are more in number than 
| can expreſs; but as they are of thy free grace 
to finners, ſo thou haſt not required, nor wonldſt 
have any Sacrifice, Meat-offering, or Burnt-offer- 
Ing for ſins, to wit, its not thy will that we ſhall do 
any thing to pleaſe thee withal, that we ſhould caſt 
offall our fins, and work righteouſneſs, that we 
may be accepted of thee, but as thou art good, and 
Coſt g00d, thou haſt opened my ears, that I ſhould | 
no 


: - > of 2am _— 0 SS 
O99 ITT es oo ooo dp —— ec LS, mes = : 
oe ern D * . 
by —_ 
. _ ”y -- - —_— - 
——_— -. ” ay 
————_————__— I ey n—_ _ = po 
-s ——_ 


SLE CSG GCYCSEGCSRSSLSLXEIETOSSCESPCMI BRI GGygg—w —k ”F pg __"F  DOL TT TT . ct 
"<=" . 
« —- 2% + 
_ — 
s 


222 ,-- An; Cxpolifionof he: 

no more hear and believe that yoice of the Serpny! 
that man ſhall became like Goa f320w:12y good uangdeyy 
but that now [ hear and. recexwe.the teſtimanyt 
Truth, tcharexery map is 4 {gr , that, Wl; fleſybay 
corrupted their wayc, and are.alragethe-,b comy tha. 
nablezn tha doings, that there. 1s no fear of Gogh. 


fore mens eyes, and that mans” Hearty that, ring. 
Pal part that moves all his, members, « W-cyfy 


man hears, ang. receiv 65 £ki5j, aud lies in diffrgh, 


in. a loft condition, theng eyen then, ;hqu thatyi 


hear the (cries of the diſtrefſed;So 


8. 


love ro man, ſendeſt forih Jeſus to be our Media. 


tor, and he; ſaith, Lo: 1.came, iti; upritten (of juein 


the volume of by Book, »bas 4 ſhaj}. do thy will , loa 


I am ; 1t is not written of man, that he ſhall do thy 


will in obeying thy commands, for they are ſpic- 


tual,and he is carnal,he cannotobey them in ſpirit, 


and all carnal 9bedience is abaminable in thy ſight; 
but #t 1s written. of me that f ſbruid do thy will, to 
make men , of Sinners , 'Sons .of God ; lo-hete 


I am: and every finger in: whom this Mediator ! 


hath wrought this work , ſtands forth and faith, 
Thy Law is within my heart, I have declared thy tigh 


C2 


reonſneſs in the ; re , lo i will not refram 
my lips, O LordPand theu kyoweſt. -I us is thatman 


upon whom this work is wrought , carried outin 
all companies whatſoever, when he hath any op- 
Portunity to ſpeak of the great goodneſs and free 
mercies of God, which his Soul hath now hader- 
perience of, he would never ceaſe, he hath no 
delight to talk of any thing elſe , when Fc 
Wicked ones are in his company , as Cannot. It 


cle 
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Difficult Texts im Pfalms. as 
ceive the word, he is forccd to lilence,though to his 
erief, to ſee the hearts of any ſo hardned, as 
not to receive ſuch. comfortable Teſtimonies of 
God's great love to ſinners : Thus the Pfalmiſt 
ſheivs his carneſt deſire fo ſpeak of theſe mercies 
of God to Yerſe Ly. * HE ER 

And there he prays: that God withdraw not his 
tender Mercie, from, him, but as he hath brought 
him to his eſtate, ſo to preſerve him'; for inthis 
eftate is man moſt ſenſible of his weakneſs, and of 
his manifold fins, and of the hatred of his ene- 
"MW mics; in all wbich things he prays for the help of 
God, and confeſling his own low condition, and 
/ 

; 


his truſt in Gods Mercies , ing for Gods: 
continual, preſence with him , he concludes the 
Pim. | | YN 
Now whereas he ſeems to pray- againſt his ene- ; 

W mics in this and many other Pſalms, it is not fo 
'W tobe underſtood, but that David ( as our Savi- 
'W ourtaught) was inſtructed to pray for his ene- 
mies, therefore his Prayers were that they might 
be deſtroyed in the fleſh, with all its works; as, 
Envy, Luſt, Pride, and-chiefly their Contradi- 
Ction of the Word of Truth , by the Juſtice of _ 
Godin his Law , that their, Souls might be ſaved 
by the Mercies of God in Chriſt. Bn, 
P/al. 45. verſe 1, This Pſalm is accounted to 

be made concerning Selomen and Pharaohs Daugh- 
ter, but unworthily; for David. would not make 
ſuch a glorious entrance to ſpeak to any man z 
and many expreſſions in it may ſhew that 'it is 

' more divine; but the moſt certain Argument is, 
that David was a, Prophet , 'and ſpake as he . 
Was moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; and the Spiric 


'of 
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224 An Erxpolitron of the - 
of God ſpeaks not of particular affairs, but 
thoſe things which are of publick concern, and 
chiefly concerning Chriſt and his Church ; exe 
the converſion of finners, in which Sainis and At. 
gels rejoyce. And this is that which David call 
agoo” Matter ;, concerning Jeilus, who is King: 
Kings ( not Solomon) and wherein his Tongue « 
as the Pen of a ſwift Writer; for every man of 


God is exceedingly delighted to ſpeak of hi 
Grace and gracious works; for he is a- Scribs 


well taught to the Kingdom of God, and there.” 


fore he can bring out of his Treaſures things old 


and new. wh 
Perſe. Th art fairer than the Children of men, 
Full of grace are thy lips, becauſe God hath bleſſedthn. 


for ever. Thus he begins to ſet forth his Beauty, 
wherein is the delightfulneſs of any perſon; foit' 
is with the Soul, when God hath made knownto 


man his own filthineſs and uncomlineſfs through fin, 


and that only by Jeſus Sin is taken away. , O how 


beautiiul is this face, this firſt ſight of him! 


Secondly, Full of Grace are thy lips : Heres | 


the ſecond Commendation ; which is, when Jeſus 
hath opened his lips to us, from them he powrs 


out Grace into our Soul, when he makes known the 
Father to us, and ſpeaks Peace to all that arefar | 


off and near; when he calls, Come to me all that 


are weary and heauy laden, and, I will refreſh you: 
and all this is becauſe God hath bleſſed him for. 


ever; we are 3ſſired he comes from God, and 
that he and his Words are eternal , and therefore 


all his Grace powred out upon us, ſhall reman ' 


with us, and make us bleſſed for ever ; forhel 
the Word, of God. and he ſpeaks the mind 


yl 


<<  pantn, ay 


xd, for he ſpeaks nothing but what he hath' 
eard from the Father ; and when he (peaks, to' 
zur ſouls, with” his word the Spirit+ is given, 2” 
certain Teſtimony to our Soul that we are the' 
Sons of God, and a pledge of our Inheritance: * 
for the Spirit and the Word 'cannot be {epara- 
ted. , A SAD 22 $6 
-Verſe Fe. ird thy Sword pon thy Thigh , 0 thou 
wit mighty, thy worſhip and renown. The: Tranfſla- 
tor hath put in according to thy worſhip and renown 
bat "it needed not $ for the-$ word of Jefus is'the ' 
Word of Truth, which-is his- worſhip and-re=" 
nown ; for therewith he prevails to bring every. 
Soul in ſubjeftion unto God , which is his great 
Honour ; for none could do this-before him.” "76> 
z came before, and a fiery Law: with him, Pto-" - 
miſing great bleſſing to the obedient, arid threats 
ning great curſes and judgments to the Jifobe" 
dient ; but he could not prevall ; for of the*ma-* 
ny hundred thouſands that came out: of 'Egypt , 
none could enter into ths Land of Cznaan but 
two, Caleb and Foſhna, and all the reſt died inthe” 
wilderneſs, becauſe of unbelief; and they centred 
becauſe they had another Spirit. The Prophets- 
MW vere ſent of God to foretel the: Coming of Fe- 
ſus, and to let them know that all their Sacrifices 
and-Obſervations of Gcds:Beheſts, and their Faſt- 
ings and Prayers, andall that they did or could do 
In obedience to the Laws and Ordinances of' God, 
was abominable in his ſight, -becauſe their ſfohy - 
Hearts were not changed, their filthy Minds were 
not waſh: d, and*therefore they were 'Hypocrites; 
for all their Obedience was carnal,” as their: Minds” 
ere, and the carnal Mind cannot be*ſubjectro * 
| "pe 
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226. . An Expoſition.of: the 
the Law of God ; but they. told them if:they-woyl 
. heer and believe them, and not truſt; in their, 
Righteouſneſs,but wait upon him-that was to cony,. 
he. would give them a new, Heart, and renews 
Tighs.Spirit within them, and teach; them ſo, that 
he-wouſd cauſe them to.underſtand all- the Statute 
and Ordinances of God, and walk in them, an; 
make them-as pure. as the. fineſt Gold: but na. 
withſtanding all this glorious Doctrine, the Pro. 
Phets. prevailed not-; for they made. other- Pro+. 
Phets.to themſelves, which tayght. pleaſing thingy 
to. them. according; ta their, Fancies;; even that 
their Servicewas acceptable: to God, (as all falk; 
Teachers,do preach) theſe, they believed and he. 
Acured ; but they ſlew.22d murdered. the, Prophets 
whom God ſent. "Then God ſent uno then, 
Fobxn. the Baptiſt , with the Dectrine-and Baptithh 
of Repentance, a; wondrous holy and-zealous man, 
weeping, and living in a; mourners conditions. 
becauſe. of. the. grievous; wickedneſs that. was:it 
the world., and he cryed: unto them that. they; 
Mould: not- truſt in themſelves, nor in: hiyD& 
Qine- and-Baptiſm.., but. ſhewed Jeſus;unto them, I 
agd. told, them,, 1\ indeed Baptize with V/atey utts, 
Repentance., but he, will, Baptize with Five and#hv: 
| Holy, Ghoſt; but becauſe. of. Fohn?s external. Ho- 
lineſs, they flockt to his. Baptiſm, aud would; 
needs. prefer him- before Jeſus; but: it was: but: 
for a ;time ; ſo he prevailed not," but; Jeſus, proF 
pers-with his Glory, which is the Word: of Truths. 
as-l+ ſaid. before. 
Verſe-4. He rides on the word of ' Truth, Meth 
' meſs, and, Righteouſneſs; ſo: bis right. hand, dah 
veechierrable things :; He is, as a meek Lamb: led M 
tne 


Difficult Texts in Pſalms. T2 y 
the ſlayghter 3 he comes meek ,' ſitting upon an 
Afs, and upofta colt the fole of an Aſs; he quen- 


- cheth not the ſmoaking flax, nor breaketh the 


bruiſed reed, nor cauſerh his voyce to be heardin 
the ſtreets, ſuch isthe meekneſs of Jeſus; for alt 
that are wounded and bruiſed by the fiery Law, he 
goes not on to add unto their affliction ,. but he 
ſpeaks peace, unto their Souls, be heals their 
wounds, for he is that Tree whoſe Leaves heal the 
maladies of all Nations'; fo he brings forth judg- 
ment unto victory ; for in him Mercy triomphs 
againſt Judgment; and hisright hand teacieth him 
terrible things; for in doing taeſe things, he finds 
that a woman of Syrophenicia accepts the name of a' 
Dog, and yet hath more faith than he found in 7/- 
rae: and: likewiſe the Centurion who believed 
that he conld-heal his Servant by one word, as ea- 

ſtly as he could ofder his Servants'; whenas the 

moſt zealons Profeſſors of the Word and Wor- 

ſhip of God perſecuted him even todeath ; there- 

fore he-learned:that many [ball come from Eaſt, Weſt, 

North and South, and ſit down in the Kingnom off 
nmeaven,: and the Children of the Kingaom caſt out - 

is not thisa tertible thing, that there can be ſuch 

hard hearts in men profeſling the worſhip of God, 
that ſeeing all his Miracles, ro whom he ſaid, If / 

do not ſuch things as ntver aty did before , believe 

we' not, and though they could not deny his Miray 
cles, yet they perſecuted him, and choſe a Mur- 

derer, and'crucified the Lord of Life? This 

might be a- terrible thing to all that exerciſe 

ſtritneſs in any. outward form of Religion, if 
their eyes were' not ſhut, if they ſtopped not 


their ears like the deaf Adder, if their minds _ 
R 2 were 
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228 An Expoſition of tye. | 
were not blinded by the God of this world, they: - 
would look upon it as a terrible Example, and 
fear leſt the like envious Spirit ſhould be found 
in them, they being alſo zealous of an outward 
Form of Religion, as the Phariſees were; and 
well may they fear it, ſeeing every form is ſo en- 
vious againſt all other forms, and they might well . 


count ita tertible thing, that our Saviour , that 
meek Lamb and Prince of Peace, ſhould teſtifie, Ml / 
that Harlots and Puvlicans ſhall enter into the King- © 

dom of Heaven before that Generation: And ano- 
ther terrible thing might they fee 7 that our Sa-" IM 7 


viour tells his Diſciples, that the like Profeſſors . 
ſhould perſecute them and kill them, as they had: 
done him. May they not well -think.thar they are' | 
they of waom he ſpake it ; even perſecuters of all: 
that believe in his Name, for Hereticks', being: 
that they are ſo bitter againſt all that "profeſs or. 
preach the Doctrine of Faith and Salvation by free: i 
Grace? --- FIN-10 | a 

Verſe 5. Thine Aryows are ſharp mm the heart of 
the Kings Enemies, the people fall under thee. Here 
is the proſpering of Jeſus; his Arrows are the 
Darts of Love ; for by his great love wherewith W 
he loved us, and gave himſelf to death for us,. Wl * 
even when we were enemies, he ſhed abroad his WM * 
love in our hearts, which begot love in us, and re- Wl * 
conciled us,when we were enemies through wicked WW 
works, that we might love and believe in him, WM 
and fear him with all our - hearts and .ſtrength , 
and love our Neigbour as our ſelves, yea and our- 
'ery enemies, and ſo is the Law fulfilled in vs, 
- not with carral aCtions, but with the Spirit of 
Love; whereby all luſt, and ſelf-love , poet + 

| guile, 


Sa 25 5 Hs Bd. - th. Bath. ” 5 <a. 


gvile, hypocriſie, and all other deeds of the bo- 
dyare mortified in us, and: we are-led in the up- 
right ways of God. - Thus prevaileth he, and his 
Enemies are ſubdued unto him. | 
* Verſe 6. Therefore hu Throne 1s for ever, the ſcep- 
ter of his Kingdom & a right ſcepter. ; 

Verſe 7. He hath ,loved righteouſneſs, and hated 
wickedneſs, becauſe God, even his God hath anointed 
him with the oyl of gladneſs above his Fellows. 

Verſe 9. All his Garments ſmell of JMyrrhe, Alves, 
and Caſſia, out of the Tucry Palaces , where they have 
made him glad. | F 

All thelethings are true in Jeſus; by his Gar- 
ments, 1s-meant his Righteouſneſs ; for it is writ- 
ten, He 6loathed himſeif with righteouſneſs and zeal. 
And here the Tranſlator hath put in ( ſmell ) 
which rather ſhould have beet! { are) for his 
garments are of Myrrhe, Aloes and Caſſia, that is, 


i oly purging, cleanſing, and-making ſound ; for 
his Righteoufneſs, -which: is the. Righteouſneſs of 


Faith, maketh ſound-hearted Chriſtians ; whereas 
mans Righreouſneſs, which is the Righteouſneſs 
of Works ,, maketh filthy Hypocrites. 

And by Ivory Palaces, is meant the true Faith 
' and Fear of God; for Ivory is folid and white, 
and Palaces are Kings Houſes ; and by Chriſt we 
are made Kings, and our dwelling is in faith and 
g and fear of God ; and this is the gladneſs and joy 

- of our Lord Jeſus, that he brings many Sons and 
Daughters unto God. | 


Verſe g. Kings Danghters were among the honoura- 
ones. 


( Some - Tranſlators put in Wives, and ſome 


(omen) referring it to Solowon, who had fo many 
R 3 Wives 
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Wives and Concubines ; but I put in ( oze; ) be. 
cauſe I refer it to Chriſt, whoſe Converts are ho- 
nou:able ones , and may be called Wives, be 
cauſe he hath eſpouſed thein to himſelf ; or Wy 
men, becauſe they are weak, and can bring fank 
no fruit without him; or Children , becauſe be 
hath begotten them of his own will, by the word 
of Truth z or Servants, for he is their only Maſter, 
and their happineſs is tro do his Commands;or Bte- 
thren, becaule they are the Sons and Daughtergof 
God by Adoption,through the Covenant of Grace; 
or Friends, becauſe he communicates 3ll his (ecre 
Councels unto them, which are hid from the wik 
and prudent of the world ; or his Family, be: 
cauſe he provides for them al. 

And there are Kings Daughters among them, ſo 
honourable re they, that they will not be eſpouſ- 
ed to any but the Sons of Nobles ; all the Tres 
ſures and Pleaſures of the Earth cannot plea 
their Minds; its only the Graces of the Spirit | 
wherein their Souls delight , Love, Joy, Peace, 
Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, Temperance , &e. 
Theſe are their hearts linked to. The works of 
the Fleſh, Fornication ,, Pride , Covetouſnels, 
Revellings, Herefies, &c. their Souls abhor ; far 
theſe areenemies to God and Godlineſs. 

And upon thy right hand did ſtand the Queen ms 
veſture of the pureſt Gold. 

There is the Quecn to King Jeſus, Solomm 
Wives were many; but this is but one, even tle, 
<lect of God, his Church, wherein, though there | 
be thouſands and millions, of all Ages , out 
11 Nations, yet are they all of one heart, and one 
mind, b:gorren by the ſame word, born " the | 

amo - 
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fame Spirit, baptized with the ſame Baptiſm, fefl 


 withthe fame Manna, that true Bread that carte 


down from Heaven, and gives life to the world, 
and all eſpouſed to one Husband, in which particu- 
lar Solomon and his many Wives were a Type or 
Figure of Chriſt and his Church; but Ghrift's 


Spouſe, this Queen, is cloathed in a veſture of 
moſt pure Gold, to wit, the righteonſneſs of 


Saints, even Faith in Jeſus, wherein ſtanding fted- 
faſt, they are in the fight of God without ſpot, 
wrinkle or blemiſh; for he ſees no iniquity in this 
Iſrael, nor tranſgrefſion in this Facob ; for they 
are the feed of Abraham his Servant, but not af- 
ter the Fleſh, but after the Spirit; whereby they 
walk in the ſteps of the Faith of Abraham; 
therefore they were ſhewed to the Divine all appa- 
relled in white, becauſe they are come out of great 
Tribulation, and have their Garments waſhed and 
made white in the Blood of the Lamb ; for there 
1s none other that have any better Faith than that 
of the Devils, that are not come our of great Tri- 
bulation. ; 


Verſe 11. Hearken O Daughter , and conſider, in- 
cline thine ear ;, forget alſo thy own People, ard thy 
Fathers Houſe. 

This is the Admonition of God, wherein he 
ſpeaks continually in the Hearts of his People, as 
unto his Children; that their Teachers be never 
removed far from them, but ſtand about Feruſa- 
lem, that they may hear a voyce behind them, when 
they turn either to the right hand or to the left, 
faying, This is the way, walk in it, walk not_in 
your own ways, for they are ways of folly. and va= 

| R 4 nity 
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beauty, fr he js thy Lord Gd, and warſhip thou 
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Nity zinor in the ways of your Ffthers, for they" 
were a ſtifi.necked and ſtubborn Generation, at- 
ways reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt : caſt out that old 
Leaven; for its the Leaven of unrighteouſneſs, 
ſtand in the croſs way, enquire for the good way, 
for Jeſus hath conſecrated unto us a new way, no 
"unclean thing ſhall walk therein , even through his 
- Croſs, whereby the fleſh is crucified, and the mind: 
.mortified z then doth man forget his own Kindred, | 
and his Fathers Houſe , when in ſelf-denial he * 
cleaverth to Jeſus by Faith, then doth he leane 
Egypt, and travel to Canaan, when he ceaſeth to ' 
Provide for the Fleſh, to tatisfie it in its Iuſts , and ? 
follows the guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, who leads 
throuzh the red Sea, through the barren wilder- 
nels, that he may ſee or know nothing how he | 
ſhall live tro morrow, but receive-every day his 
dayly food from God, and find ſometimes bitter 
waters and hard Rocks, that yield no water but 
by the mighty power of God; and ſometimes. 
great Glants, whom he cannot overcome but by | 
the preſence or Gced, that he may learn to pray 
without ceaſing, as 1/rael prayed every morning, : 
£r1je'O God, let thy enemies be ſcattered before thee; 
and every. night , Return O God, and reſt with the 
71any thouſunds of 1ſr.:el ;, that fo the Soul may for- ': 
ſake all Confidence in the fleſh, and confeſs that : 
there 15 neither power to reſiſt the enemies, t0 | 
wit, Temptations of Satan, and Lufts of the | 
Fleſh, and Vanizies of the World, nor to reſtin 
peace witn God without his Power and Preſence 
witin them | | 
"erſe 12. So ſhall the King have pl:aſure m thy | 


him, 
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This is that which makes the Soul beautiful 
in the eyes of God :** Iſrael was not beautiful. in 
the-ſight of God by multiplying Sacrifices, and 
ſerving all the Faſts, and the Sabbaths, and 
eaſts of God ; nor did they procure his Love by 
hanging their ways, and traverſing their courſes, 
3nd-beautifying themſelves, to wit, by making 
. Wrnany and long! prayers, for they are heatheniſh 
Wor by much Zeal, for it was withoat knowledge; 
for their knowledge was from carnalwifdom, and 
\ Wi perverted them ; ſo there's no beauty in the 
| Woul in the ſight of God, but in forſaking all thats 
| Wear and dear, pleaſant and delightful in the fleſh, 
; Wind believing in Jeſus, which is the work and will 
ff God, and our f{anctification. ' 

Verſe 13. The Daughter of Tyre, and the rich of 
he people ſhall bring gifts, and make their ſupplicats- 
m before thee. Here is the power of the Grace of 
 Wod,chat adds to the Church, enlarging the heart, 
Wind bumbling the minds, even of Kings Daugh- 
Wers, and ail that are rich in Faith to give up them- 
W:lves body, ſoul, and ſpirit; nnto the Lord, and 
our out their complaints in humble Prayer. This 
$0ur reaſonable Service, and an acceptable Sa- 
rice unto God ; its no other gifts that God ej- 
"Wier requires or will accept of ; for in all the Sacri- 
 Wices, this was the only thing that was required ; 

Wicy were but figures of this; ſo that when this 

W'25 wanting, the Prophet tells them, that all their 
ervices were abominable'to him; and to ſhew 
tereaſon, and to teach them how they mightbe 
W<ceptable, he ſaith;Waſo your kearts, ye Hypecrites, 


4 cleanſe you, ye donble minced. 


Verſe 14» 


OW OP 
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\ 


true Chucch and People of God diſtinguiſhedfrog 
 Hypocrites ; ſhe is glorious within, they with 


where are the Proteſtants and all their zealoy! 


ſhould defire him; as glorions as they are, he faith 
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Verſe I 4. The Kings Dawghter fs #ll £ lor: ous P” 
in, her Cloathing is of broidered Gold. Hereigthy 


Now look upon the whole world of religious.zg 
Jous men, in all their ſeveral forms of Religigy 
wherein they are ſtriving and glorying to outſty 
all others , as- Pax! did while he was a Phariſe; 
where are the Papiſts and all their holy Ordas/ 


Forms? Are they not all ſtriving to excel int 
outward aCtions of the Body ? many and lu 
Prayers ,, devout Faſts , zealous keeping of $4 
baths, right Baptizing, devout and frequentcay 
munion, and the like; all things that are extern 
til it come to ſaying Thou and You, 20d putti: 

off Hats, or ſaying God ſpeed, and the like ;al 
where is Chrift and his Church ? His Face, his ous 
ward Appearance 1s all ſo deformed, faith 1a 


there is uo Forms nor Beauty, when we ſee him than 


F and the Chilcren which thou haſt given me, anlit 
Brange thing to both the Houſes of Fudah and IſrallWin 
when they were ſtriving whether Houſe ſhoul 
worſhip the Lord more rightly, whether int 
Temple at Fernſalem, or in the Mount of Sami 
and the Houſe of F«dzh had the right place 
worſhip in, as they ſuppoſed, and had many 4 
ſtrong Arguments, yea Teſtimonies of the Wow 
to prove it by ; but whom did they worſhip intid 
Temple ? for they went to King Fareb for Col 
cel, and truſted in the Horſes of Egypt for ſtrengii 
this God whom they pretended to worſhip, WW 
neither give them wiſdom nor ſtrength. " Mr 
ord 
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orms of Religion have ſtrong Argy ments from 
he Scriptures ( as they iuppoſe ) for the right- 
neſs of their way; but whom do 'they honoux? 
zot the Father, for he hath given witneſs to his 
on, and commanded all to hear him : Not the 
on; for he hath told them, I am the Wayz and 
hey have choſen every company thfeir own way g 
Yr his way is to have no Beauty, nor that his Ser- 
ants ſhould have any Beauty , nor that any Ser- 
ice of his ſhould be an outward action of the 


p0day * | : 
Therefore Paul teſtifies he is not a Jew,that is one 


þ{Watwardly ; neither is that Circumeiſion which is 
Wutward in the fleſh;burt he is a Few which js one in- 
Wr:rdly, and Circumciſion is that.of the Heart, not 


mW the Letter , but in the Spirit, whoſe praiſe is 


t of men, but of God. And ſo ſay I, he is nota 
hriſtian that is one outwardly, neither is that 
ayer”, Praiſe , Faſting , Sabbath-keeping , Bap- 
iſm, Communion, which is outward in the eyes 
jd ears of men; but he is a Chriftian, whichis 
me inwardly in truth of heart, and all theſe 
ings are of the Spirit within, where God fees 
em, and not man; therefore our Saviour ex- 
Worts his Church, that when they do theſe things, 
icy be not like the Hypocrites; for they do all 
Fo be ſeen of men ; and they do all theſe things, 
out Mercy, Judgment, and Faithfulmeſs they 

wit; but true Chriſtians, in doing theſe things, 
wccouns themſelves unprofitable Servants; bur 
icy love Mercy, deal juſtly , and walk hum- 
Py with their God ; therefore is their Cloath- 

lg of broidered Gold; for their Faith ( yy 
tria 


336 ' An Expolitfonok the © 
trial whereof, is purer than that of Gold Yi 


embroidered with all the Operations of Grace, 
and Fruits of che SpIrit. | L 


ment of Needle-work,, the Virgins after her, ber com. 
panions ſhall be brought unto thee. She comes not ] 
the preſence of God ( but as Aaron and his poo 
in Garments wrought by the curming workme;' 
into whoſe hearts.God hath put wiſdom. TheChi/ MM 
ſtian appears not before God by the teaching! 
Parents,Neighbour,or Brothers,but by Gods tead- 
ing, to wit,not by the teaching of ſuch Miniſtersy 
| have their underſtanding by natural Endowments 
in or acquired by reading , hearing and ſeeing; bt 
1 | by thoſe whom Chriſt hath choſen, and called 
"BN i} and ſent, and given them his Word freely, thi 
{IR 3 they may freely give to others : . And they tha 
Li | come after her are Virgins, not by abſtinence 
Wl from the ſociety of men by vowed Chaſtity, nr! 
[1.8 / having made themſelves Virgins for to ovine 
| Fi Kingdom of Heaven, but whom the Lord htff 
THE redeemed from the Earth , and weaned from the 
wh World , ſo that all their Aﬀections are up 

Chriſt, and theſe are the Brides Companions, and: 
\ by the draught of Love are they brought witty 

her unto Jeſus; for he is that one man upoli 

whom ſeven women take hold ; for all take bd 

of him, before they can be fruitful nee l 
Lord. 6#.\Pg 


_- | 
| [ | * erſe 15. She ſhallbe brought unto the Ki zn0 in _ 
| 


Roe the 


Verſe 16. With joy and gladneſs ſhall tbe 
brought . and ſhall enter into the Kings Palace. Tizf 
that are broughe unto God , are e brought by Full 
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d are filled with Joy and Peace in believing ; for 
MW: reproach of their barrenneſs is taken away? 
WW: Faith works by Love, and beingk forth the 
Writs of Righteouſneſs, and Peace and Joy in 
ie Holy Ghoſt ; they are no. obſervers of Days 
d Months ,, or of Apparel , or Meats, or the 
e external things, wherein Forms of Religion 
eplaced ; for they live by” Faith in Jeſus, who 
the power and wiſdom of God unto Salvatian, 
Jew and Gentile, Profeſſors and Prophane.,: 
k Forms of Religion which conſiſt 'in outward” 
remonies, Obſervations, and Actions, are. the: 
ols which the redeemed of Godrcaſt away tothe 
ats and Moles of the earth , thoſe that cannot - 
dure the Light, leſt their Deeds ſhould be:ma- 
feſted ; and that have their Converſation in the: 
th, which mindearthly things, and cannot lift: 
their eyes to. heaven, nor ſet” their affections 
things above, Bats. and Moles are fit reſem-: 
ances of theſe. 0 ax | 
Verſe 17. Inſtead "of * thy Fathers ſhall be thy. 
ow , whom thou mayſt make Princes in all the: 
wet X : : ; 
The Parents that are left when the Soul 1s 
Wn up to God by Faith in Jeſus, are Confh- 
USWnce in the Fleſh, Self-love, Caring for the world, 
lighting in any thing more than in God, Set-' 
up, and Truſting to mans own: Righteouſ- 
Ws which is of the Law; theſe are the Idols, 
Wer dear Friends ., the Fathers which mans Heart: 
[ſs to, wherein his Mind is drowned , that the: 
compared to Wine ſetled on the Lees, -that: 
"0 be refined, or to a Pot of Broth whoſe: 
mg" 1s ſo boiled-in it, that all is corrupted 
it; : The 


' 
; 
; 
: 
s 
{ 
1 
j 
t 
L 
; 
r 
s 


. >, = 


— p_ 
— 


=, _ 


0 5 44 RM 


—— 
— ww 


> 4 —_E TEES _ —_— 
_ 


" k) - mag - 
OOMBEIr Sen So VA ar 2 ores Armed 
"_ ee ce me en pe nn pe en CO CC Os 


» OR 
p; 


as. 


et ene are A IR 


I» +. - 
tg m—_—_—— . 
I 


for ever and ever. This is the work of God; 
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The Children which the Soul brings forthy pf 
ic is eſpouſed unto-God in: Truth, and' Judams 
and Mercy, when God hath' brought bim'toy 
ſelf, to be faithful to him days without numj 
are Self-Denial, Love to Godiand Man, Faith 
Teſtis, Righteouſneſs, and: Peace and Joy iff | 
Holy Ghoſt, theſe are Princes in all: the' ar 
there isno' Law againſt theſe, no- dog:, towit!| 
dogged natured man can open his montirapy 
theſe ; but yet- they will ſo erivy: them in wi 
theſe are, that they will find ſome falſe: acai 
tions to lay to their Charge ,, and ſo conda 
them, and pitthem to! death:, as:they have 
the Lord: Jeſus;,. and'allthe Prophets, Apoſtk 
and other Saints of God, whonr' yet 'after-# 
have honoured for holy-men. Therefore he'& 
cludes, | 1 
: Verſe 18. Iwill make thy Name to" be remit 
1 all generations ;, therefore the People ſhatf pra 


very admirable, that he' cauſesevery wicket0 
neration to condemn: their Fathers; -and magt 
the Servants of God , whom their Fathers 
murdered ; as the Phariſees condemned thei! 
thers, and builded the' Tombs and' Sepulchen 
the Prophets; and yet they imbrued theirhand 
the blood of Jeſus, and: all' his Difciplesand% 
vants. The Papiſts builded Temples to then 
nour of Chriſt-and all bis: Diſciples: and Serval 
and condemned the Phariſees; their Fathers; M 
had murdered then, -and* yer they<imbrued' 
hands in'the blood of Hu, and: Wicklife; andtW 
ſands-of' the Servants'of God; true Martyrs," 
gave their lives to death joyfully! for the teftio0 


\ 
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f Jelly and now Proteſtants inall their ſeveral 
worms of Religion: condemn: the Papiſts, their 
redecelſocs tor murdering thoſe holy men; and 
19' up their Praifes, and in their Writings: ſet 
ut: Memorials. of: them, and yet: if any preach 
he fame: DoCtrine, they cry they' are! Hereticks; 
nd if they can find no falſe. accuſation to! bring 
hem to:death,. at” leaſt they filence them, and'{6 
op: the mouths of the two Witnefſes-of God, 
bat: they may live! at eaſe, and feaſt; and ſend 
ifts:0ne:to: another, rejoycins: thac they-have got 
hew down that troubled their' Nation,. and yet 
teir-hearts burn-in deſire to be. imbruing, their 
ands..in their blood , that every. Age: may fill-up 
ie meaſure of their iniquity ,.thac- the Judge. 
tents of God may be clear againit them; and 
will the Lord cauſe them to be remembred in 
ter-generations , and the people ſhall praiſe 
tm tor ever and ever. | 


la-the.46th.. Palm, the. Pſalmiſt joyning him- 
x with the People. of God, triumphs inthe 
odnefs of God, in the firſt Verſe, God 5s our 
efuge, 4 very preſent help in trouble; and in the 
venth and laſt verſe, The Lord of Hoſts is with 
2 the God of Facob . is our Refuge. Hence he' 
mes to ſhew the Chriſtians Confidence ;. there-- 
re we. will not fear though the earth be moved, 
mb the Mountains be. carried into the midſt of the' 
4, though the waves thereof roar and. be troubled, 
Wh the Mount .1ns ſhake wth the ſwellings there- 
dy which Expceſlions he figures ont the earth- 
"Minds, that« are: never quiet ;: they arelike 
 Iaging Sea_( faith 7/arah) which" —— 
caſts 
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calts out. Mire. and Dirt; ' great re" cow | 
vings and ,manifgdld;. they are at war oneil 
another about their Kingdoms, their Glorj 
their Forms of Religions, Trifles and. 
that. are of no, value; yet are: they. raging, 
roaring mad-to fulfil their deſires," that many 
their higheſt; lixe- Mountains: are "thrown dow 
into this-raging ;Sea ; but they are maddeſt,y 
roar moſt. againſt. the People of :God; every ql 
in their own. Land; againſt-their. own Subjeth 
whom they condemn 'for IAN and: det 
them ; yet faith he... 


Verſe 4. There'ts "4 River, oy: Piekn' i 
ſhall ks glad the City of our God, the hy l 
of 'the Tabernacle of the moſt High, ] 


' Verſe S- Gad 1s 11 the mid/t of her, " 
not be moved , God ſhall velp her ,. and tas pl 
early. L 


By the City of God , and the holy pare 
his Tabernacle, where God appeared tou 
between the Cherubims , is always figured a 
the. broken and contrite heart of man, in wii 
God delights ;to dwell. A 


- By the River is figured. out free Oy, whi | 
brings all the. Riches of God's Mercy in Jell 
which refreſhes this broken heart, and walhes, 
from all uncleanneſs, by the pardon of Sin, 4 
ſanCtification of the Soul by the Blood of Jet oy 
ſo js this contrite Soul brought to Joy and 
in believing ; z While | _ 1 


V1 erſe 6. The - ; Heathen mak BK ai 
* Kingdoms are moved, but. "God hel] 


al 


4 
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Le, and the earth 65 melted away ;, wherein by hea- - 
ens is figured every. unregenerate man, for he 
es without God in the world, and. he makes 
ich adoe in forming and framing a way ofRe- 
ion , patching ond piecing it_together, by his. ' 
ying,and reading, and hearing, and repenting, 
d baptiſm, and communion, and believing, and 
crowing, and rejoycing, and faſting,, and fea- 
ng, and what not, and all but the fruits ofa 
mal mind and deluded ſpirit ; that never knew 
je work of God, the regeneration of life, and 
the makes much adoe in oppoſing the man of 
od; ſo earneſtly, that he can have no peace in 
$mind, if he get him not put to death, or ſtrongs 
perſecuted for a heretick ; thus he makes mugh 
Woe in juſtifying himſelf and condemning others, 
I God utters his voice ; by which is always figue 
d extolling the Law, or applying judgment ta 
& Line, (as it is called by the Prophet) to wit, 
inging the Soul to judgment, and wrath and 
rie of God by the Law, and then the earth is 
elted away; to wit, all carnal confidence, all 
rthly peace, all juſtifying himſelf , all cenſy- 
ig of others, is turn'd ro humble confeſſion and 
ntrition, and condemning himſelf , and prai- 
gothers, and praying for mercy, and hungring . 
fr righteouſneſs; therefore he faith, 

Verſe $, & 9. Come behold the works of the Lord, 
vat deſolations he hath made #n the earth ;, he maketh 
#75 to ceaſe unto the ends of the earth, he breaketh the 
mW, and cuts the ſpear aſunder, and byrneth the 
10ts in the fire : Doth not God make great de-_ 
ations, when he makes that man that counted 
nielf a moſt religious man,to confeſs himſelf not 
S ſufticient 
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ſufficient for one good thought ? as it was wi 
Paxl, Doth he not make wars to ceaſe ? when 
turns the heart of a perfecutor , earneſtly wig 
peace with God and man, yea with his verye 
mies : Doth he not break the bow and all weay 
of war aſunder, and that in all the earth, wig 
he proclaims peace to all that are far off and nx 
Profeſſor and Profane, Few; and Gentiles, they 
fore the Pſalmiſt brings in the Lord ſaying, to 
that make much adoe, FED ||} 
Verſe 10. Be SHI then and know that I amGu, 
Will be exalted awzoug the heathen , T will be exaltdn 
thcearth;, And this is the end of all, that manal 
away all his Idols, all his conceited holineſ,,: 
good endeavours, . and what ever he hath eſteem! 
ary ways available to ſalvation, and with lll 
heart and'Soul exalt the Lord Jeſus, that healdi 
is the Author and finiſher of faith, the beginn 
; perfeter of every good word and work, wu 
glory and praiſe of God : 

_ Pfal. 15. In this Pſalm David exhorts the pa 
Ple of God to praiſe him with all their might, 8 
the Apoſtle , when he ſaith, rejoyce againl ſe) i 
z0yce, Yejoyce evermore; I ſay, it is the people 

od, although he fays all people; for this gent 
ral word is uſed oft in this ſenſe, becauſe the p 
ple of God (though they be but few.) are gatis 
red out of all the world, and that he meantiy 
them only, is manifeſt in the ſeventh verſe, wit! 
he limits his exhortaxion to every one that lll 
underſtanding, which as Paxl ſays, know theil 
rors of the Almighty, for they only know him to bh 
#14 terrible ;,as in the ſecond verſe, who have kw 


biwm ito exalt the Law and make it honourable; 3 
| cove, 
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coverer of Sin, and: of the judgments of God a- 
03:1 fin; that he neither ſuffers ſin nor Sinners to 
go unpuniſhed ; for the wages of ſin 55 death; ſo that 
that the ſins lies under the wrath and curſeof God, 
xecauſe of fin crying unto Gd forr mercy, which 

onab calls Hell, ont of the belly of [1.1 cryed I: This 
is the terribleneſsand g: cat neſs of God, by which 
he ſubdueth all people aud all nations, and brin- 

eth them. into the ſame covenant of Graceand 
- of G::d , which David here call-ti, ſubaning 
them under their feet ;, verſe 3, and (a hering them 
to the-people of the God of Abraham, verſe 9. I/acalls 
it taking hold of the shirts of a Few, in he fourth 
verſe he proceeds to ſhew the grace and gracious 
goodneſs of God, which makes all people to 
joyn withthem, becauſe after he hath made chem 
know his terrors, he briggs them to their heritage, 
their everlaſting reſt, the heavenly Canaan ; as af- 
ter he had delivered 1/7ael out of bondage to Pha- 
rach, he brought them through many rerrors to 
the Land of Can44x, which he calls a Land flow- 
ing with milk and honey, and a Land of reſt and 
peace ; becauſe it was a type and figure of this hea- 
venly Canaan, even of living by faith in Chriſt, in 
whom is all fullneſs , of whoſe fulnels all his peo- 
ple receive, and that .is their glorious heritage 3 
whereby their mouths are filled with his prailes , 
and therein is he exalted above the. Heavens and 
reigneth over the heathen; and rhis is his Holy 
Throne on which he ſits even in the Souls of his 
contrite ones, for thoſe he delights to dwell with 
and thoſe are the Princes of the people, for Jeſus 
hath made them Kings and Prieſts to their God, 


and they are the ſhields of the world, ſor the 
| $. 3 whole 


— 


= - a > — 


City of God (and that is in his Servants that 


\ their diſtreſs; when all helps and Helpers fail 
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whole World is preſerved for their Sakeg 

Pſal. 48. In this Pfilm alſo David opens his 
mouth in Parables, for declaring the greatneſsof 
God, he ſhews that his greatneſs is ſet forth in the 


are of broken and contrite hearts.) and upon his 
Holy Hill (and that is his free grace) for it make 
them glad, and in this City, God is known for 
ſure refuge; theres nothing can give comfort to 
the broken heart but free grace, and this is that 
Hill of God that is exalted above all Hills and 
Mountains ; to wit, 2bove all the Righteouſneſ,, bh 
Holineſs, Wiſdom, Zeal, Devotion, and Forms 


of Religion, theſe cannot comfort the Soul in the m 
day of diſtreſs. Theſe are mans high mountains WW ,, 
till the Law be handed upon him by the pomer of ” 
God, and the ſecret iniquity of mans heart diſco WW . 
vered ; and all his fin and ſhame manifeſted, and tha 


all his Righteouſneſs be found to be as filthy asa 
menſtruous cloath ; then though he cries to thele W 1. 
Hills and Rocks to fall on him, and hide him fron WF, - 
the wrath ofhim that fits upon the Throne, and g F 
from the wrath of the Lamb; theſe cannot do it, 


for he will meet them as a Bear robbed of her whelps, * 
and tear the very cawl of their hearts in pieces, yt« Wl 1. 


from day to night he will make anend of them, till thy FF. | 
tarn to him that wounded them, and cry to him 


them, then will he have pitty on them; and ne&- WW: 
ver. fail them, when they ſay there is no hope, WM. , 
then will he beget them to a lively hope, evel W,, 
make known the greatneſs of his love and freenels the; 


| of his grace, and exceeding riches of his mercy; Wri;. 


Fhis ts: his high and Holy Mountain, a p _ 2 
pla 
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place indeed to their afflicted Souls; then will they 
ſhont out his Praiſes to the ends of all the earth , 
and call:all: the creatures of-Ged to praiſe his 
name with them, this is the gladnefs of their 
hearts, and this is their Souls refuge, ſo that when 
the Kings are gathered; even their Souls enemies, 
Luſt, Pride,' Covetouſneſs, ' Hypocriſie, Malice, 
whereof the Church 'complains by -1/asah, ' Other 
Lords have had: dominion over us , but by thee ſhall we 
make mention of thy name ;, this name is ſo ſtrong a 
Tower unto them, that theſe Kings are gone, the 
love of God expells all laſts, the Croſs of Chriſt 
crucifies the fleſh with all it's Luſts-and AﬀeCtions, 
and mortifies the world and worldly mind ; The 
grace of God teacheth to. deny all unrighteonſueſs and 
every worldly luſt, and to live godly ſoberly and holily,. 
i" this preſent evil world. And hence it is manifeſt 
that this free grace.of God is his Holy Mountain, 
where the broken in heart , who are his people, 
do wait contitually for his Help, and why this ci- 
tyis faid to ſtand on the North fide of this Hill , 
and what her Bulwarks, her Palaces, and -her 
Towersare, which the Pialmiſt exhorts to count 
and mark well, and why theſe are called the 
daughters of F«dah, I have opened before. | 
- Pſal. Fo. This Pſalm is glorious in ſetting 
forth the works of God in the Souls of his peo- | 
ple, even to make them of-Sinners, Sons: of God, 
and therefore in the firft verſe he faith, | 
' Verſe 1. The Gedof Gods, the Lord hath ſpoken, 
and called the Earth from. the riſmg of the Sun, urto 
the roing down thereof ;, wherein he gives the Lord 
this glorious Title, ' to ſhew that it is he alone that 
Oth this work; and that in the greatneſs of his 
9 3 power 
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a fire ſhall devour before him, and a' mighty ten 


and. lie under the burthen and weight ofit, and 
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power and the excellency of his grace, and -then f 
the firſt part of the work, is the opening ofhis M © 
mouth , or utterance of his voice (hath ſpoken) Mt 
that is, hath ſent forth his word, to wit; the Lord ll * 
Teſas Chriſt; his living word, by which he cres 
ted all things ; and then to whom ? He hathtali 
all the earth, from the Sun-rifing to it's ſetting ;t6 
wit, all men in the whole world y, by bis wordhe j 
makes them know they are but earth; to wit, carth- M* f 
ly minded, ignorant of God, unregenerate, ſttan- " 
gersto the covenant, of Grace, and cannot enttt be 
into , nor ſee the kingdom of God , for fleſv al 
bloud ſhail not inherit it. | [a3 

Verſe 2 Out of Z0n, the perfettion of beauty bath 
God ſhined : Zion(as I aid before.) is his free grace, 
it is through that , that Ged is pleaſed'to lookup 
on the ſons of men in this loſt condition, it jsil 
Chriſt that he appears to reconcile the world to WW 
himſelf, and then he faith, Þ (+: . 

Verſe 3. Onr Gcd ſhall come and ſhalt not kzep ſilent 


foall be moved round abont him ;, Here 1s the fuſt ap 
pearance of God to earthly minded man, who 
ungodly and delighted in wickedneſs, uponthen 
he will rain Snares Fire and Brimſtone, and ſtormy 
tempeſt, this ſhall be the portion of thezr cvp'; to 
wit, they ſhall know his indignation againſt fn, 


then, | : 45;:9-008 

Vorſe g. He ſnall call the heauan abovi and the earth 
29 judy his prople, to wit, they\ſhall know what di 
ference between Heaven above, ant Earth beion, 
for before they thought wickedly intheir hearts, 


phat .1 was ſuch as they ; the profane idle perſons 
E thought 
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thought that I would regard no ſuch things, the - 
civil wordly wiſe thought that I would be well 
leaſed with that, the Hypocrite .in his ſeveral 
; "na of Religion thought themſelves right Heirs 
of Heaven, children of God; but they ſhall all 
know, that they are but-men, Lyars, Flatterers, 
Diſſemblers, and that I am a God that am never 
pleaſed with wickedneſs, I. will ſet all their mi- 
Nekin ondet before them , ſo ſhall the goodneſs 
of Heaven Judg them for their evil, and the earth 
ſhall challenge them for their portion; and then 
he faith, + + | NT $3.20 
Verſe 5. Gather my Saints unto me , thoſe that 
wake a covenant with me with Sacrifice ; Here gives 
He the mighty command, that all the.ends of the 
Earth , all Nations of the World, bring in their 
Sons and Daughters unto him, yea, that Hell and 
Death, and Sea and Grave, deliver up the dead 
that are in them ; eveu all that .have Sacrificed 
Bf themſelyes to him, both Body Soul and Spirit, by 
© the Covenant of grace. | 
BB Yorſes. And the Heavens ſhall declare his righte= 
| ouſneſs, for God is Fudg himſelf ;, to wit, all the 
 40gels. in Heaven and, all Heavenly Saints, and 
| Holy men, ſhall -praiſe the Lord for this mighty 
Fe&mption; and witneſs- that he judgeth wich 
J 
| 


righteouſyeſs for the poop, and with equity for 
tie meek: of the earth. i 
la the reſt ofthe Palm is the taking away the 
lrſt covenant, to wit, of works, as in Sacrifices, 
and Burnt offerings, and whatever -man doth in 
lence unto that. word of the Law, ( Do ts 
#1d live) and eſtabliſhing the latter covenant, to 
wit, of Grace, 4s take the cup of Salvation and give 
S 4 thanks 
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thanks tothe Lord; and then reproveth the Hy. 
pocrites and warneth them to fear God, and cop 


| cludes with:a teſtimony of .his mercy to his $e. 
vants. .” —— 4 257, 107 0 
In the 55. Pſalm is a contrary figure in the nin 


verſe, ] have ſeen cruelty and ſtrife in the Giy, ty 
and night they go about upon the walls thereof, 'buj 
Iniquity aud miſchiefs are im the midſt of it, wich. 


_ :weſs 15 in the midſt thereof.” deceit and guile ' depart me 


frem her ſtreets ; This City 1s Fern/alem, thatishy. 
low, as. the Apoſtle calls it, which is- in bondage 
with her children, this is the City of Hypoctits, 
as is manifeſt 1n the three verſes following , for 
it was not an enemy , but ſuch as went*familiarh 
witthim:tothe Houſe of God j conſulting ſeet. 
1yof things pertaining to Salvation, and: in the 


_ '24 verſe his words 4veiſofter than Butter, ſmonthy 


than oyl ;, 'but very ſwerds and war in his heart, thi 
isall the ſtricteſt profeſſion of Religion in outwad 
actions, : of Zeal and Holineſs and great: Devotion, 
there isno faithfulneſs in their mouth, their in- 
ward:parts: are very wickedneſs, their throat at 
open: ſepulchre, they flatter with their. tongue, 
Plalmy5.:O what a difference between Jerſaln 
from above,” and Ferafi#lem from below. '' 
Pſal-:65. Let God ariſe," let bis Enemies be ſcatt 
red, let them alſo that harg'him, flee before bim;, Hete 
Dauid prayeth , that Gods power'\may-be upol 
the powers of iniquity that are in the hearts 
mer, for theſe are the enemies of God;, Hotthoſ 
that fought:zgainſt David and J/-ael, as'Zfodband 
Ammon, and Edom and'Philiſtims ;, for- thoſe It 
ſheweth in the 60. Pſalm, that he will fhew bis 
er ipon them, ard they ſhall rejoyce in him--and wn 
| | v 
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vid deſired not their deſtruction , though he ſub- 
dued them, when they roſe againſt him, but Pro- 
phecieth in that Plalm , that they ſhall be converted 
unto God, and ſubjeted by Chrift,, who 15 the power of 
God utito Salvation ;, to thoſe Nations as well -as to 
Manaſſesand Ephraim ;, to them that are far off as 
wellas to them that, arenear.: _- ,-. 4:7 

Verſe 2. As ſmoak,s driven. away, ſo drive they 
away ;. as wax melteth before the: fires {0 let the wicke 
ed periſh at the preſence 'of God, Such; is man that 
lives in wickedneſs,4n ignorance'of God, without 
God inthe world, unregenerate, He is lift up. ja 
enmity againſt God, Hatred of God, andof. Jer 
fus, and perſecution ofall that ſerve Hum z -byt 
when God ariſeth, even when he. extolls his law, 
and makes it honourable, a ſearcher of the heart, 
this is Gods ariſing to judgment, and then jar 
they bur as ſmoak or wax before the fire, then are 
all their high thoughts melted away, then are 
their hearts broken, Even as if they were tornygn 
pieces by a*roaring Lyon , or a raging Bear. .. , 

Verſe 3. But let the Righteous rejoyce, let them be 
flad., yea let them exceedingly rejoy z;No Army 
cat rejoyce ſo much inivictory ofer thpir enemies, 
3s the Righteous, even Saints and Angels rejoyce 
at theconverſion of ſinners. © OO +, 

Perſe 4. Sing wits. God ſing praiſes to bis Nawey 
extoll bims that rideth "upon the Heavens by his name 
(Fah) and rejoyce before him ; Here the Servants of 
Got are 'exhorted to -extoll the: Lord. that rideth 
zpon the Heavens, by lis name 7ah, whichare th 
prative ſpeeches ;; firſt that God rideth upon the 


\ 


eavens, as it is ſometimes ſaid upon the,wings 
of the wind, and upon the cherubim, all which is 
EY no 
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6 other but thar his ways are paſt finding ont, his 
—_ are a great deep, even that man cann 
underſtand by, worldly wiſdom, the truth an 


goodneſs, and. judgments, ,and faithfulneſs, and 


mercies of God, they are hid from all the world, 
yy wiſe. beds Ob 
-- Secondly, to extoll him by his name Fab, is the 
ſame that the Lord ſays, ye ſhall no more ſay the oy 
froeth, that brought Iſrael out of Egypt, but the Lard 
T#octh that" gathered his peoply out of all Land; whery 
they are ſcattered ;, even out of every ſinful conditi 
dh rhat 'm{ah. lives in, and. is' ſubjected to þy the 
Power of Satan; as drunkeritiefs and luxury, pride 
2nd-arrogaticy, covetquſneſs and oppreſſion, idle- 
neſs; folly,” and vanity, hypocrifie and Idolatry, 
cherefore the Plalmilf exhorrs,* zo extoll him intu 
rame 7ah ; when he appeareth jn Jeſus to,convert 
atd ſubjeC his enemies, for through theſe thing 
man lives in enmity againſt God, and is ſcattered 


% 


away fr Gra hls preſence and*captivated to Satan, - 


which is figure 


by ſerving ftrange Kings ; there- 
ore Davida OO 
' Verſes. A father of the fatherleſs, anda Fudge 


the widow is God, in his boly babitgtion;, By thiss 


figured'the fame as that , he gathereth the. outcaſt 
of Iſrael, and abjet of the Gemile#,, Iſrael gloriedin 
their righteouſneſs , and the Gentiles in their wiſdon ; 
but they ſnall zot be ſaved by theſe, but by the Lt 
their God : When their wiſdom is confounded,an 

the iniquity oftheir righteouſneſs diſcovered, and 
they lefr. hopeleſs and helpleſs, as a fatherlel 
Child or deſolate widow ; for as it is, _ _, 

Verſe 6. God ſetteth the Solitary in families, 
bring«th out thoſe that are bound in chains, but _ re 
| Ly q enum 
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beliaus dell in 4 dry land, to wit, He delivers 
the Souls of Sinners out of the captivity 'of.Satag 
and Sin, and makes, tham fruitfyl ;, bur they that 
zoabout to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and 
lory in; their, own wiſdom, which J/a5ab calls, 
inaling a fire out of their own ſparks , :und walking in 
teh of their own fire, they will. be deceived,as 
he chat hopes to have profit, or fruitful crops ub 
of a dry land. | ftw. 03; tk 

Verſe 57, 8: .0 God when thou wenteſt forth befaxs 
thy people , when thou didſt march through the wilder: 
mſs, the Earth ſhook, the Heavens alſo.arepped at the 
preſence of God ; even Sinas alſo was moved as the prer 


ſence of God, evtn the God of Iſrael; Here is an als 


luſion to Gods leading T7/rael through the wilder- 
reſs, fromtheir captivity in Zgyprtoithe Land ob 
Canaan; but ſignifies the Lord?s deliveringSonls 


of men out of captivity to Satan/and-Sing-and lea 


ding them by a way: that they; have not known; 
through- many temptations and. tryals, as at the 
Red Sea and bitter! waters, and; dty,rocks, aud 


want of bread and- fleſh, to inure therito ſuffers 


rings, and wain them from the world; and giving 
them water out ofthe Rock, andbread from Hea= 
ren, .as freely as the Heavens dropÞdpwn rain to: 
make the Earth fruitful, and giving them a: Holy, 
Law to bring them under curſe and:wath:of God 
as upon 'Srnas, : that they may know the terrors of 
God, and theic own deceitful hearts.  ; | 

Verſeg. Thou O God did ſend a plentifnl Rain'ta: 
refreſn thy inberitance, when it was. weary, Here .is 
the ſecond appearante of God afterihe hath wea-' 
ried man with His judginents, becauſe of Sin ; them 


enſneſs 


He ſends a plentiful rain, he rains downs Righte-) 
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ouſneſs faith the” Prophet; to wit, he *appearsin 
Jeſus z He-renews the heart, 'He pours out his ſpi- 
rit upon him, He guides him in all the ways of 
God, He gives him grace-to chuſe that whichis 
good, and avoidevil; a plentiful rain- indeed! ' 
** Verſe 10." T hy congregation hath *dwelt there, 
thou O God'of By gobaneſs haſt prepared 'it "(a the 
poor, 'to-wit; the- poor in ſpitit,' the HungrPaid 


Thirſty , to wit, that thirſt 'afrer righteooſaes; 


for they ſhall be ſatisfied, for "theirs idthe kingdmef 
Heaven, 'but the fear fal and*anbelieving, and ye- 
ry one that loveth--and teleth aye, are hit out 
and have theirpart with tdolaters&c. inthe lake 
which burneth with fire and -brimftone. © is 56 

Verſe 11. The Lordigave the whvd," great was the 
company rd thoſe'that publiſhed it, 1 what -is'thik they 
publiſhed? even {the?.Goſpet;''thati covenant of 
Grace, Salvation by free gtace,' glad: tidings'to 
the Souls afflicted; and overkdew with fin; :thele 
poor in ſpizit, that they may becomforted ; that 
though they: have been born? blind, lame deaf, 


oy ſhall hear and ſee the beauty of the Salvation 


od , and:fhall- leap and dantice for joy, *and 


ſhall walk ſtoutly in all the ways-of truth and up- 


rightneſs, andthe dumb ſhall ſhout the praiſes 
of God that fits upon the Throne ; and 'of the 
Lamb that 1s in the midſt of the Throne, ' yea, 


though dead in-fins y ſins thall be pardoned; Soul 


fanCtified, and they raiſed to the life of righteou!- 


neſs, by, in, and with, the-Lord Jeſus, the Lord 
ourrighteouſneſs; yea theſe Publiſhers ſhall preach 


Salvation by that living faith, 'whereby the Law 


of God is not made void, but 'eftabliſhed' in the 
Souls of Believers ; whereby their fins and wy 
| | anc 
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and backſlidings are diſcovered, and they judg 
and condemn themſelves, and are'not judged of 
God; but he is merciful to them in their frailties, 
and heals their backflidings, and loves them freely, 
and this love begets ſuch a love in them, that they 
love the Lord with all their heart -and ſoul], and 
might and ſtrength, and this love is the fulfilling 
ofthe law : And how 'come they' to-Preach this 
Doctrine ? have they been at'the' Umverfity? are 
they approved - and ordained by a Biſhop? no, a 
true Few is not approved of men, ſaith Pam, and 
the Lord Jeſus faith, I and the' Children whom thok 
haſt given me, "are accounted as alirange thing to both 
the houſes of Iſrael and Fudah ; yea the ſcum and: 
oft-ſcowring or baſeft of all things, and thoſe two 
Houſes the only worſhipers of' God; all other 
people being Heathens -Idolaters ; well may the 
Church -cry, my leanmeſs., my leaimeſs, but ſome 
will fay, that was-in a time of defection of 1ſ-ael, 
and now.isa time of the Goſpel flouriſhing, yea, 
after the wiſdom! of men”, whereof our Saviour 
foretold his Diſciples, that- they ſhould be hated and 
perſecuted of all men for his name ſake ;, and of what 
fort?” even they that accounted it was good ſervice 
toGod to kill them ; therefore Paw! plainly de- 
Clares-that he was an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, not 
of man nor by man, and how have theſe Preach- 
ers this dottrine ? David ſaith, The Lord gave the 
word, preat was the company of them that publiſhed it : 
Whence is manifeſt both , that this Doctrine is 
tieword of God, and that none can preach it, ex- 
cept it be given to them of God; they-that preach 
this dotrine are they , that are truly ſent of God, 
and all others -preach nothing but their own con- 
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ceits or what they have feen or hea: d,or conceingd 
;n'their deceived and deceitful hearrs, |. 
Verſe 12. Kings of Arwies aid flee. apace,and ſy 
that tarried at home divided the ſpoyl - Theſe King 

and their Armies are the Jults * the Heth, folligs 
and vanities ofthe world, and Satan with his prin 
-cipalities and powers of darkneſs, for theſe ae 
they that rnle-in mans heart and affeCtions by.nx 
ture; but when man receives this doctrine, they 

are 211 put to flight; for this is the ſoul that ir 

ries at home, for man's ſure abiding place 1s got 

in this world, but with God in Heaven, and when Ml - 
be hath received this Doctrine, he hath his co IN | 
verſation in Heaven with God ; for he chat beliom Mi | 
ſaith John, hath Father, Son, and Holy 7 hoſt. there Ml | 
fore this ſoul divides the ſpoyl mightily. - ' MM + 
. Verſe 13. Thenghye have layn among pots, ya ſul il i 
ye be asthe wings of a Dove, covered with ſilver, an Wl 2 
her feathers with yellow gold; Here is the deſcript- MW 1 
on of Saints, they have lain among 'pots,. earthe 
pots, poor Earth-worms, Potters Velſlels, all bro W / 
ken.in pieces; this is their ſtate in nature, allu MW el 
tural endowments , Humane Honours , acquited MW 
abilities, can make them no other; great King 
are but as tales of firebrands in the ſight of God, 
he gives his meaneſt creatures power over thell, 
as frogs, flies, caterpillers, as in Egips ; but God 
will make man purer than the golden wedg of 0 
phir faith 1/e. Te ſuall be like Doves feathers «if 
ſilver andgeld, ſure and ſotid, to fly away fromal 
the wiſdom of the world ,.and dwell in the ſeat 
place of themoſt high. _ 54g <0 7; 

Verſe 14. When the Almighty ſcattered King" 


'#t , it was wnite as [now in Salmon, It apprny ; | 
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this, that by Kings are underſtood Juſts that 
raign in mans heart, till it be purged by the'grace 
of God; for when theſe are waſh*d away by rhe 
hloud of Jeſus, then the Soul.is whiter than ſnow; 
Pal. 51. and 35 preſented to God without ſpot or ble- 
#19. 
IP 15. The bill of God 1s as the hill of Baſan, 
an high bill, as the hill of Baſan;, Of this Hill I have 
ſpoken in Pſal. 48. | 

Verſe 16. Why leap ye, ye high Hills ? Fhis is the 
Hill which God delighteth to dwell in, yea God 
will dwell in it for ever. I ſhewed before, that the 
Hill of God is free grace, and this he delights to 


appear in, and will be found free and gracious to 


miſerable ſinners for ever. So the High Hills of 
man, are his Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, Zeal, and 


Holineſs, which are continually leaping ,, even ex- 
alting themſelves againſt free grace, that pleaſant 


Hill of God. 

Verſe 17. The Chariots of God are twenty thox- 
ſand, even thouſands of Angels , the Lord is among 
them as in Sinai inthe Holy place. Here by Angels 
underſtand Preacbers of the truth, which are ſaid 
toſtand round about Fernſalew the Church of God, 
and are by the Dlvine called the Angels of the 
Churches, and hereby David called Chariots, be- 
cauſe by them the Lord rides in triumph in the 
hearts of his people, and by them are the people 
of God carryed in triumph over finand Saran, Hel 
and Death; as in $724 to bring to condemnation, 


by the Law, fo in bis Holy place, even his free 


Grace calPd Mount $50z, the Hill of God.ro bring 

to-Salvation through-our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Verſe 18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou baſt led 
P34 captrvity 


.captzuity captive, thou haſt received gifts for men;gyex 
For the Rebeſlions aiſo, that the. Lerd ke diveh Among 4 


.them ;, Here is the exaltation of God when he 


.captivates Satan., who did captivate poor ſinful 


.men , and accepts the death and ſufferings of Je. 


ſus, for the redemption of finful , yea, even of 
rebellious ſinners, and through the attonement of - 


of his bloud, is pleaſed to dwell among them. 
Verſe 19. Bleſſed beG 04 who dasly Loadeth arwith 
benefits, even the God of our Salvation:, The people 


of God take every thing for a benefit of God,what. 


ever befalleth them, and praiſe him for loſles,crof- 
ſes, troubles, ſickneſs and death, as well] ' as for 


life, health, ſtrength, and all proſperity, for God | 


cauſeth all to work together for their good. 
Verſe 20. He that is our Gods the God of Salva 

tion, and unto God the Lord belong the Iſſues from 

death ; The Servants of God know their God, 


from all the Idols and Idolatrous conceits of.men; i 
who think they honour God highly doing all things | 
that he requires, as 1/rael by offering birdsand ' 
beaſts which he commanded, and fo now Profel- | 


ſors by pouring out many and long prayers and 
praiſes which are required under the Goſpel, 
whereas by all were meant true hearts and loying 


affeCtions, which they being eſtranged from God, | 


by wicked works, cannot give unto him, there- 


fore Believers acknowledging that they are not 


ſufficient for one good thought, call upon bimin 
their diſtreſs, and he delivering them and making 
them of Sinners Sons of God, he is their God, 
their Saviour, he hath brought them from 'd 

to life, and in that life they will praiſe him for 


EVET. | 23.8 
Verſe 21+ 
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Yerſe21. but & od ſbull wonnd the head of his ene- 
nies, and the hairy ſcalp «f ſuch a ore asgocth onſtilt 
in js treſpaſſes ;, 'The ttetpaſs of Adam was, to be-. 
lieve the Serpent telling him he ſhall be like God, 
ſoeyery one goes'on in; his treſpaſſes that believes 
heſhall byobſerving fuch a way of Religion,or wa: 
Wing on a Light within, or whatever ir be, tbat he 
ſhall be Holy and';Righteous , for that is to be 
like God ; The head and hairy ſcalp is the high 
eſteem man hath of his own goodneſs add holi- 
neſs, and this will ' God wound, for all that man 
MWccounts gain 4; muſtbe found to be loſs and dung, 
31t was With: Pauls; 15; | 


_— 


Verſe 22.. The. Lord ſaid I will bring again from» 
Baſan, I will bring my pcopie again- from the depths of 
be Sea; Here?s the mighty and: gracious work of 
od, for wherein-ſoeyer man 1s exalted, as high: 
45 the Hill of Baſanzthe Lord will bring him down; 
and whereſoever he would hide himſelf and his; 
Wouicels from /God; He: will find bim: out; and 
Wilcover his iniquity in the fight of the Sun; ' that”, 
JWcry one. that {1nneth may be aſhamed, and con- 
Wfained to ſeek-upto. Gad in his diſtreſs. G4 
"Verſe 23. That thy foot may be dipped in the bloud 
f thine enemies, and th: tonmue of thy digs in the. 
W*::This is the toral ſubjetion of man, till he. 
eelthe burden of ſin1o ſmart, as he whoſe bloud 
$ [pjlt- under the feet of men, and the licking of 
08s, | Dy , 
Verſe 24., They: hve ſeen th going O God, even. 
I* $0ngs of God my king in the ſanttuary. Theſe are: 
ie goings. of God, 1n his Holy place, which is his 
ire grace to bring man to himſelf a finful Sinner; 
3d to cry under the burthen of that — = 
| T 0 
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God for mercy, as did the Prodipgal, all other, 
gard nct the goings of God, bur' their own 
Tfracl gloried in their own bow; and ſhield, and 
fpear, &c. even. m1 their own righteouſneſs, wiſe 
. dom and holinets: | + 2 43.9008 
In the three next verſes is ſet forth the orderin 
F/rae! for praifing God, a Type or” Figure of the 
Praiſes of God jn the hearts of Believers, where 
there is more larmonious melzdy, than all Singery 
Players cn Inſtruments, or Damſels with Tins 
brels. can make, and higher Eords than all Prince 
and Rulers can ordain, to praiſe: God in the con: 
gregation, even-the Lord from: the fountain «f 
Tjrael;, where by congregation :-underſtand? the! 
Ehurch .of God diſperled throngh the world,but 
gather'd by the Grace of God fromluſts andijef 
fo the praiſes of their God, and: that is the four! 
tain of //rael, for as God-called Abrahanout dt 
Idolatry, ſo calls he all bjs people out of iniquity! 
or. hypocriſie. 1 5. ve " 3: vs. Dh 
i Perſe 28. Thy God hith conmmanacd thy ſirengthy 
ftrengthcn O God that which thou haſt wrought forwy 
Fhe firſt Teſtimony ſignifies the ſending of the! 
Lord Jeſus, for he.is ſent by God and tis theiwholt! 
ſtrength of his Church ; the latter 1s proper for 
the eſtabliſhing his people in faith, tor ftand faſt! 
It 5 tofight the good'fight of it, ro quench thoh& 
ry-darts of the Devil by it. | ./ 44, 20309 
: Verſe 29. Bicauſe of thy Temple at Fernſalem, ſul 
Kings bring preſents unto thee ;, TI his is very typical,” 
for by Femple is figured the Lord Jefus, *foras 
the Temple was the only place-where all Sacrifics' 
 muſt- be offered, ſd ay worſhip of Godand praj-! 
E:stohifrmuſt be in the name-of Jeſus : By Ns | 
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ſalew: is figured the, broken and contrite in heart 
which-are Ferufalem t) om above, the place whets 
God will dwell ; 
vers, whom Jeſys makes Kings and Priheone 
their. God ; by, Preſents is: meant, offering] | 
ſelves body, ſoul, and-ſpirit, 'unto God. that 
| the-ſcofe. ſtands thus, :becauſe: thou art vfeaſettto 
i fend Jeſus to comfort the afflited- foul, thy fer= 
y 


MW cit to thee daily:. 2. 

7 Verſe 30. Rebuke the Sprarthen, the abvirith if 
J | ibe Balls, with the. calw: 5 of the. people, till * ett y ond 
FN abit himſ.lf. with. pieces of 6lver , ſcatter thou the 
el priplethar delight inwar. Here David prays again 
tl that Goth will work his great» work, to bring mts 
"WW fubjetion all] bis enemies; that arm theitſttves 
with ſtrong reaſons , as with ſpears,” that ſet rhieic 
faces againſt the truth of Gcd, with frowning coon- 
tenance, like Bulls, that think to pleaſe Goe with 
the ſacrifices of calves, that delight to cofitend a- 


their enemies. 5 that the 'Lord..would: 1@- deſfroy 
and confound them, till they-ſubmitted therfifelves 
to. the righteouſneſs of faith, and received that 
word of truth, that. is liketrye flver.”' Th > 
; Ferſe 31. Princes -ſhall-come-out-bf Egypt; "Erhiad 


y Jia ſhall ſeon ſtrerch out ber bands to God, When God 


hall thus ſhew his power,” the higheſt were 


the Blackamore;in skin,\ ſhall all: cofne' 
Feetching out'thexr hands ts. prayifor | Noe 
[The concluſion of the Pſator is in- Ain, 
fa all that are--thus .converted,”{when't heiv.old 
f- » E-2z  » co 


;by Kings are tindeftſtood belie-' 


yants will give :uP themſelves body, fot, and \þi- 


gainſt the ways of God, as, men 6f war 2gainſt : 


all his people*s enemies, as Egypt was to Iſractand, = 
the moſt finfnt of men. who: afe'as foul Wy an | 
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kingdoms of luſt and reaſon). their pride in ther | 


own wildom and righteoufneſs, are ſubdued, ts: 
aſcribe unto the Lord his due praiſes, that in him 


on 1s the excellency of all power, and that he pj! | 
. veth ſtrength and power to his people, but he/bath: 


hid it as in the clouds, in-miſts and thick darkneſs, 
from all the wiſe of the world, ſo terrible is hein 
his holy. place. | >! bo} 

P/al.. 52. This is Intituled.a Song of Solomir; 
but is altogether to. be underſtood concerviig! 


Chriſt, as well maybe underſtood, by that he at- . 


tributes an eternal continuance to him, as inal! 
things to which he aſcribes eternity';, muſt | be'vn- 
derſtood of ſpiritual things ; Expounders of the 


Scripture would have ſuch ſayings underſtood of | 


that age, as where it is written of ſomeceremo- 
nies, ordinances, -or ſacrifices given'to 1/+ael, that 
they ſhall be continued for -ever, they would n- 


derſtand it tillthe coming of Chriſt; becauſe that 


then. all ſuch things were taken away, but they 
fould be underſtood of the ſpiritual things figured 


| by them; as by circumciſion of the foreskins,' the 


Circumciſion of the heart, which muſt continue for 
ever-:' And therefore Paz! ſaith, . we are the circun- 
Ciſion, which worſhip God in the ſpirit, rejuyce 
Chrijt Feſus and have noconfidence in the fleſh; white 
(by fleſh) is meant the circumciſion of the fleſh, of 


_ any other external, corporal action or work of Re- 


ligion ; fo when itis ſaid, the law ſhall endure fot 


ever, it is ſpoken concerning. that law whereof 


Ld 


Chriſt, hath freed me from the law of ſin and death'; 
and in this ſpeech Paul means (by the law of the 


ſpicit of. life) the power of the Grace of God, @ : 


ths. 


the Apoſtle faith, the Law of the ſoon of hfvin | 


Difficult Texts in Pſalms: 26x 
the guiding of the* ſpirit ; and by (the Jaw of fin / 
the itrengrh of Juſt and the temptations of Satan,z 
So when it is ſpokenof //ra!'s dwelling in 7Zeruſa- 
lon, or in their own land for ever,-1t 1s to be un- 
derſtood of that the Apoſtle ca!ls Fernſalem from a- 
hove; to wit, the ſtate of Chriſtianity, which is 
. to-live by faith, for that js the City of ſure habi- 


zation, and their own Land or perpetual kingdom 


to the people of God. | 

Pſal. 73. In this Pſalm David ſetteth forth the 
proſperity of the wicked, and how his mind was 
troubled, becauſe it is commonly faid, that God 


will puniſh the wicked, and proſper the righteous ;, which - 
he ſays he did not underſtand till he wet info the 


Sanftuary of God, which ( as 1 have ſhewed before) 
is the life of faith ; wherein all things are undex- 
ſtood ſpiritually, ſo the' puniſhment of the wick- 
&d,. isa heardened heart in this life, or Hell-fire 
afterward ; ſo the proſperity which God gives. to 
the righteous, is opening their ears and turning 
their hearts to the diſciplirie of the truth in this 
life, and eternal hfe hereafter. x 


Pſal. 54. lathis Pſalm, firſt the Pſalmiſt prays, 
for the preſence of God, complaining as in atime, 
of deſertion, that God withdrawing his preſence, 
the Adverſaries roar &c. where the people of 
God are called (rhe Rod of thy inheritance, thy re 
deemed, mount Z10n, GC.) by which 1s to be under-. 
ood, Believers who live by faith in Jeſus, under. 
(enſeof fin, by the judgments of God by the Law ;,., 
and filled with joy and peace in believing, wheteby , 
they love God above all, and all men, even epe-. 


mies; which is the perfect work , even this faith, 
love, joy, peace, inand with God and ſenſe of ſin 
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In themſelves, and they that work this. yerfelt 


work are the Minilters of Truth; and the'Axg 


they wrought with, 'are the Law exalted to judy. 


ment, andthe Goſpel admitiſtred or preachedto 


the poor broken in heart, and contrite in ſpirit.” 
By the Adverſary is meant , the Hypocriticl 


, 


worq in the Letter, and magnifize all the aCtings of 
man in the body; as the falſe: Prophets of 7/al 


tavght them. to obſerve Faſts, and! Feaſts; and 


New-moons, and to multiply Sacrifices, and-td 
paprion and ſlay the' trye Fropkers, that toll 


Þ 


fall of þloud; So in theſe days, they teach t6 


pray, believe, repent, beptize, communicate, & 


all things after the Letter, and magnife them that 


* dotheſe things, and incite them to perſecute; ant! 


flay or ſtop the mouths of the Miniſters of Truth 
thar” tel] them thatall theſe things are curſed hy- 


pocrifie; unleſs they be firſt regenerate and mate. 


ew creatures, and. fo live by fai:h in Jeſus, and 


have all theſg. wrought in their hearts by the Hol 
Ghoſt; Theſeare the Sant nary of God whichthey | 


GH, the Synagogues of Gced which they burn 
Up, till there he go Prophet left, nor 2ny that can 
declare how long thjs iniquity ſhall prevail, there- 
fore, 4 | | ” 


# 7 


Perſe 1c. to 15; In the tenth Verſe he prays that 


God will driwout his rs7ht hai.d md conſum: them; 


which'is no other bur to open their ears and turn 
their hearts rodiſcipline; this isthe rigtt hand of 
God whepehy he worksSalvation4n the midft of te! 
rs 3 by his ſharparro.vs/allhis enemies fn 
>. ES WES. 5: » ; WY: 
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hen all theſe things were wicked and abominabl: 
to God; becauſe they weiewickcd and their hands 
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unto him, and bring gifts, even their b::dy foul and 
ſpirit: a Sacrifice to Gadz Thus he divides the 
Sea by his power, aid bieaks the heads of the dra- 
gons in the waters; to wit, be cicanſes the hzart 
of that, Sea of iniquity and. hypocriſie that was in 
it, ard crucifies the fleſh, and mortifics the world- 
Jy mind, thoſe | oy ſonfuil Dragons ; and breaks 
the head of Lewiathen, and giveth him to be meat 
x9 the people in the wilderneſs z to wit, caftech 
out the Devil, that he preva:l not to delude the 
people, but have his paltime in the world, that 
wild wilderneſs' even the deluded ſouls of men, 
that feed on aſhes inſtead of bread ; -even delight 
W jicarral formsof Religion inſtead cfthe true and 
WW living faith - In the reſt of the Pſalm he ſets forth 
the glory of God jn all things, which are ſtill to be 
underſtood ſpiritually, as by (the day giving light 
to his people, and by night, gixgg up others to 
their own wills, and hardneſs of heart and blind- 
neſs of mind, and by turtle-dove) the people of 
Goc, and (by dark places of the eatth ) the igno- 
rant, blind, deluded ſouls of others. 

In the 75. Pſalm , David {peaks in his own name 
but in the perſon cf Chriſt, for it*'s he that efta- 
bliſherh the pillars of the world ; even, the people 
of God, for they are kept through faittghy Chriſt 
who is the power of God unto ſalvation ; 'xs he 
that eſtabliſheth ther unto every good word ang 
work; it's he that breaks the horns of the wicket 
and exalrs the horns of the righteous, for he is the 
right hand! cf Gcd , who makes the wicked 10 
wring out and\drink the dregs of his red wine, &- 
ven the wrath of God againſt ſin, till their horns 
© broken, to wit, till their proud hearts be hum « 
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bled, and then he exalts their horns in the 
even raiſes their iouls ro praile the Lord. - 


Lort, 


Pſal. 76. Verſe 1. God rs known in Juda, his nam WY | 
& great in [{rael ; Here by Jnda and four under- Wl | 
ſtand Believers, the true Church and: people of Wl | 
God, for in that Nation there were ſo many wick- il c 
ed people , that the grue Prophets of God ſpeak 
more a£ainſt their hypocrifie, then againſt all the Fl ! 
prophaneneſs and [dojatry of other nations. WM: 

Verſe 2. For in Salem 1s his Tabernacle, andhi fl t 
awelli:g in Son ;, Slemſi2nifies peace, and Sien his Ml fi 
Church, even the broken and contrite in heart; WI li 
and that with ſach he dwells as in his tabernacle: M t! 


Verſe 3. There breaks he the arrows of the bow, thi 
ſhreld, the ſnord, and the battel; To wit, allthe IM 1 
contention of mans reafon, againſt the word and i j1 
ways of the truth of God, which he ſays, is more i th 
brizht and puiſſant than the mountains cf Prey. IM 4 

Verſe 4. By which he means the High, Wiſe, IM he 
Religious and Zealous, conceits of men, whereby il b! 
they rob God of his Glory. 

Verſe 5. The (tcut hearted are ſpoyled , they have ll he 
ſlept their ſleep and all the men of jirength havent i th 
found therr hands ; | BZ 


Ve. ſe 6. At thy rebuke O God of Faco?, both the Fl Ai 


Chariot and Horſe are f lin aflecp, Here's the pow- Ji 0n 


er of God that pulls down the pride of men, and I un 


' makts them know they were ſleeping ina careleſs I bu 


condition ignorant of God-;, when they dreamed I ti 
of ſtrength and were ſtour-hearted, they dreamed I bu 
that they did eat and drink, but when they awaked, Wl: 
their ſouls fainted in them, their horſes and cha- I Ya 
r:0ts wereas feeble, and helpleſs, as men aſleep. 


By F.:cob is utiderſtood the Seryants of on 
| whom 
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whom he brings to the bleſſings and inheritance , 
andbirth right, which they were not born to ; the - 
res” lain, but by the laſt expreſſion (ſpirit of 
Pruces and kings of the earth) is meant men 
proud and havghty in themſelves, or upon thetic 
own holineſs, be they never ſo poor and low. 
Pſal. 177. Verſe 16. The waters ſaw thee O God, 
the waters ſaw thee, and were affraid, yea the depths 
trembled; By waters underſtand men in their na- 
tural ſtate, which are compared to waters, both 
for their lightneſs and vanity, wherein they are 
like water: ſpilt upon the ground, good for no- 
thing, and alſo for their fury, wherein they are 
like raging flouds or waves of the Sea; The ſee- 
ing of God is the manifeſtation of Gods wrath and 
judgments becauſe of (in, as Fob faith, 1 heard of 
thee before by the heaving of the ear, but now mine eies 
have ſeen thee ; this made them afraid, yea their 
hearts, that bottomleſs depth of iniquity, trem- 
bled. | 
Verſe 17. & 18. The clcuds poured out water, the 
heavens gave a ſound, yea, thine arrows went abroad; 
the voice of thy thunder was round about; thy light- 
nngs lightncd the world, the earth trembled and ſhaok;, 
All this fignihes the judgments of God falling ups 
0n man becauſe of iniquity, as the portion ofthe 
ungodly is fire and brimftone, ſtorm and tempeſt, 
but this lightens the world in the knowledg of, 
their ſinfulneſs and God's righteous judgments , 
but ſhakes the foundation of the earthly mind. 
. Verſe 19. Thy way #5 in the Sea,thy paths in great 
Waters, thy footſteps are net kaown; the way and 
path of God is to ſtay the madneſs of the people , 
a he ſets bounds unco the raging flouds and waves | 
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of the Sea, but no man can know his footſteps, fy} 
he makes known his power on men, ſome in Ong." 


way, ſome in another, ſo that this work is th; 


new nafne, which none can read, but he that hath 


rt . 


% 


hand of Moſes and Aaron; Here by Moſes is under, 


ſtood the Law, whereby lin is diſcovered, and th 


Sinner caſt down to death, and by Aaron the 
Prieſt- is underſtocd Feſus the High Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion; by which man is led our of his natural 
eſtate; rh: | 
of God; and of all things that belong to his pezce 


in the day of his viſitation ; unto the heavenly 
naan, that land of Life and Liberty, 2$ [fat 


was led out of Egypt, that Land of their captivity, 


unto the earthly Caxaar, a Land given unto then | 
by God, there to ſerve him all their life 1n free. 


domof ſpirit. - | 


 Pſal. 84. :Yerſe 1. How amiable. are thy T. abirn | 
cles O L.o:d of Hoſts ? The Tabernacles of God op. 


his dwelling place on carth among men, in which 


his Saints live with him, and worſhip him, is the, 
broken and contrite heart , that lives by faith in 
Jeſus; This life of faith is that which was ſo ples 


fant to David, and is ſo to all the Saints of God. 

Verſe 2. That they lonos and faint for deſire to 
exerciſed in faith, that works by love to God and mah, 
Q the Courts of it are fair and large, by it Abel 


fer'd a mere acceptable Sacrifice than Cain, &c. | 
" Perſe 3. See the Tlirious and adinizable works of 
i+ Heb. 11. And this hath God ſet forth int; 
' fowls of the air, as our Saviour teacheth, gþey.n#; ; 
ther ſow ncr reap, &C, and yet they have ' 'Y 
i+5 | ) : 6. 8 : Me 6 


Pere 20. Thou didſt lead thy peop!e like ſheep byth: 


t Land of darkneſs, even of. ignorance / 
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fot their young ;, and they fit and fing, AIPd with 
fulneſs by that. bountifull hand of God,” which he 
opens daily to fatisfie every living thing: with 
goodneſs; this life is ſo like to the life of faith,thax 
-David calls it the Altars of God;, and cyr Saviour $61 
ſhews by this, how little faith the Sonsof men have oF | 
over whom God hath ſhewed ſo much more care , be 
then for other creatures, that he hath given them 
allto his ſeryice. DR 

' Verſe 4. Blſſid are they that dwell in thy kouſe , 
they will be Fill prasſing thee ;, they that live by 
faith deny themſelves, and all the arm of fleſh, to 
wit, all the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of man, and 
WW truſt in ſefus only, which is the true and real prai- 
'W lg of God ; therefore he faith, - h 
WW: /er/c5. Bleſſed is the man whoſe ſtrength is in thee, 
WY ar din whoſe heart are thy ways ;, Here he declares 
plain wheri man places all his ſtrength in God, and 
denies any power to be in himſelf, all the ways of 


_—_—— _— ——— 1 dont _— 


God are in his. heart. | 

 Verſe6. Who going through the wail of miſery, yu 
it for a will, and the rain filleth the pools; Here 1s the 2 
\ Liſe of a Chriſtian to be continually under {enle lf 
Wot bis miſerable eſtate by nature, and this is as | 


a well to him, he drinks of it conſtantly ; Other 
Profeſſors of Religion can carrowſe full cups of. . 
Wine, as the Phars/ce brag?d, but he lives 1n the - 
feuſe of mourning ; Others glory in their obedi- _, 
ence to' the Law, and all the initructions of the.” 
Wipture, bur he that lives by faith bath nothing , 


4. OB 4 Fs | - 
4 loplory in but infirmmiries, yet he'is the truly blel- 
Wd man , for the rain fills his pools, even mercics. 
's rom heaven. : : IO RAE, . | : 
f j U a $54 e 34 ad i.J 
'Y. F erſe Wo Trey go from ſtrength io ſtrength, till they 
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appear . before God in Zion; Man .finds way 
ſtrengths that he hopes will uphold him, and ay. 


ry him on in the way to_heaven, before he comey 
Chriſt ; ſometimes. he reſts in the ſtrength ofhj 
wiſdom, in ordering kis ways aright,; othermhile; 
in the ſtrength of his. zeal, 2nd the like; but he 
muſt go from all and fir down in weakneſs, tillte 
be raiſed up by the Lord Jeſus ; thea appearshy 
before God. _ 

Hence the P/a/msi/? prays, that he may livzin 
this eftate, this Houſe of God always, and teltifit 
he had rather be one day here, yea, to be a door: 
keeper, then a thouſand in theſe glorious formgof 
Religion, calling them Tents of wickedneſs; and 


to ſhew that by theſe Tabernacles , or Houſe, o&« 


Courts of God, he means the life of faith; He 
concludes, Bleſſed is the man that truſts in thee, _ 
Pſal. 81. Verſe 1. God layd hw foundations amy 


the Holy Mountains, It's written, that the Lord. 
faid, my thoughts are nor like your thoughts; Tit 
thoughts of God are contrary to the thonghtsof: 
man, the thoughts of man are his. high hillsor 


mountains, wherein he builds his neſt, as in rocks, 
he ſays, he ſhall never be moved, he eſteems of 
himſelfabove that is meet ; theſe are the Hills and 
Rocks that he flies to, to hide him from the wrath 
of God , but the thoughts of God are Holy mout- 
tains, wherein he will work his work, he mil 


ſweep away the refuge of lies, to wit, he will teat 


aſunder the falſe covering that is upon all nations; 


even their falſe conceited holineſs, he will diſco 


ver the unrizhteeuſneſs of their holy things, and 

then will ſow the good ſeed of Grace, the word 

truth 1n bis heart; he will give him reap 
| TY ADL ILL ATAE NY Be rom 
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from dead works. and a living faith in Jeſus, and 


his Holy Spirit to guide him, Theſe are his foun- 
dations laid upoft the Holy mountains,his thcughts 


of peace, his'couticels of old, for the ſalvation of 
Rn ERR... bye! 

' The Lord loveth the gates of Zion, mire then all 
the' dwellings . of ; Jacob : Here may fcem fo: be 
#difficulty , for Zn is cotimonly uſed for the 
Church and People of Gcd,; whereof Tacob Was a 
ſpecial member, therefore why 'may Zion be pre», 
erred to 7acob, No, it's the gates, the EET nce 
into'the Church,” when the” Charchmen. ate Tuck- 
lips, new borft” babes, rhough-al their dwellings, 
are alike; to live with God by th in Jeſus ; but. 
when they enter'in, they, ate very" render brokene 
hearted, trembling Souls, exceedingly magnify-: 
ing the free metcy of God to theit fatiful ſopls ;,a- 
gain, the gates" are” much beloved , becauſe there 
enters in thereat,”of all forts, the wolf, the amb, 
the lyon and the bear, lie all down together; even 
men of never To* fierce and cruell 'nature,, enter in 
at the ſame gate; as the mild and gentle even 
hearts broken-for fin, Souls overladen with ini- 
quity, muſt all be refreſhed by Chriſt ; Afr and 
Egypt and Fudah muſt come together, far off, and 
near, Profeſſor and Profane, hearts of all muſt be 
purified by faith. | 
Verſe 3. to 7. Glorious things are ſpoken. of thee, 
0 Gtyof God: This City of God is called Ferwſa- 
lem from above, and the Inhabitants of it are 
hearts broken, under the burden of fin, that, can 
be comforted by no means , though they have 
fought through all the comforts of the earth ; but 
Oly by the free grace of God in Jeſus ; Thete- 


tore 


553. 


fore great things are ſpoken of thee © Cii 
God ; for Rahab, to wit, Egyptand Bab 
One Tus afhd -Athiopia,ſhall reltihe [ 


k \ \$:t 4 - W 
Born there, ard all the Converts of Zietwh 


at: he, 


- 


ITE 


his” People , even all his Converts, ſhill;w 


chat: he was Born there; but who, is this; wu 


He is it? Even . Jeſus, of whonr, the, Church, fa 
unto us a Child is born, unto. us a Son is given, 
the *Covernmcnt of. us :18 layd upon his ſhoulder, 
Hame* is wond:rful, Councellonr , the. mighty, 


had we not, been; broken-hearted, afflicted, 

Spirit, there. was he born to us, .and in us, and | 

Him the Lotd will eftabliſh us for ever; . 1. 
Perſe 6. As well#he Singers as Players upou It 


mints ſh:ll be there, All my freſh. Springs arc\ia the 


from broken hearts comforted by the Pardon af fu} 
infeſus,is all trae-Muſick to the Lordgthey op” 
Zion with joy., .and Crowns of rejaycing. upol 
theſr heads ; Hence ariſe all my frefh-Springs, bj 


himT have ſprufg from death to life, from datk: 


neſs to light, from falſhood ard bypacriſie.t0 


eruth; my dumb tongue hath: ſpoken. plainly, th 
Praiſes of God, my deaf ear is opened tot! 


trath, my lame Leggs and joynts are loſed, and 


my ankle-bones are ſtrengthened to walk1n,the 


ns. . 


Ways of the Lord, and my mouth' is fild with 
_ Praiſes for ever. | 


-ore the Lord by J/a, calls her, 0 thou, affiitad 
toſſed with tempeſts, ,and.2mot 26 3 23h and, Day 
'one of the Citizens leaves, corn and wine to others; 
and cries for the Light of., Gods countenance; a 


v a\Z9 
'S 


yieuT tl. 


omth 


Eord ſhall eſtabliſh, and when the LorGſhall;coun 


$9.4 


- 
a 
the” ternal Father, the Prince of Peace. or ſug 


he is'#& us, and we had never, met with hin; 


10 
b 
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_ Difficult Certs:n;Plalms. 394: 
Pſal.88.1n the eighty cighth Pſalm David holds. 
frch the Work of God upon the Soul,. by the! 
Law, diſcovering Sin and aliog, the Soul un-! 
der the wrath and Judgment of God. And in 
the eighty niath , He ſpeaks out the Praiſes-of 
God for his Salvation by Chriſt, in the third part. 
at the twenty firſt verſe by David is to be under-, 
ſtood Chriſt of His Ele; pnto- the pure ſe- 
vegth Verſe; where. He holds forth a Defertion,; 
wherein God withdraws His Prefence from the, 
Souls 'of His Servants, their. Enemies,. to. wit ,, 
Szran and ,Sit” Prevail ; and. becauſe _ this is, alfo. 
good for 'theni, Affliction .and Adverſity is a, 
School unto: them , and the Deſertion: lers them © 
know their; bwn weakneſs, and their; Enemies. 
Strength an.Subelery ; and how great need. they, 
 tave of Gods'continual Preſence and Aſſiſtance , 
and thereforg to Watch and, Pray conſtantly that 
they entet, nt "into Temptation , therefore, Hd, 
meg His Platm , with, Praiſes to God. for, 


Pf. go. In the Nintieth Pſalm , Which'h At- 
ttibured to 'afofes, in the two firlt Verſes, He ſets : 
forth the mercies of God to his people, even whom | 
He hath Choſey in. Chriſt before the 900 90 5 : 
tithe four next Verſes he ſhews mang frail condi- 

WI tion by' C6mpatiſon' tro'\a Watch in the Night, 

oF to a Sleep, and ro green Graſs; and God's So- 
a 1eraign Power over him; 1a the next fix Verſes , 

; He Sets forth rhe Work of the Law; in Diſco-, 
l 
1 


vering Sin, and laying man' under the Wrath of 
God, which makes His time full of grief 'and 
oy forrow; and from thence Prays for the Work 
i of Grace; that as they hzve' felt his wrath, fo 


Ta 
Ci y 


"94 An Expolitionof the. | 


they may be refreſhed with his mercy, and he 
filld with joy by his glory, and his bleſſing may 
be upon all that they do. (i il 
_ Pal. 01. Verſe 1. He that dwelleth in the erat 
place of the mo#F High, ſhall dwell under the (b of 


of bim,... oe IAN 


bim wilt 1 tr6ft, or believe. 


Then he comforteth the Church , Verſe 3, Surely 


he will deliver thee from the ſnare of the Fow!er,' and: 
the noyſom peſtilerce, to wit, from Satan and Sin. 

Verſe 4. And ſhall cover thes with his feathers, 
and under his wings ſhalt thou truſt, his Truth ſhall 


be thy ſhield and bucklier. The making out of Gods, 


Mercy to the Soul ( which he calls covering with 
his feathers ) cauſes the Believer to pur his whole 


confidence in him, as the Souldier doth in a ſtrong, 


field acd buckler, 


Vaſe 


Difficulh Textg.in Palms. 273 


- #Þrſe gy. Thoujpale,yos be afrait for the terror, by 
Kobe, nor. ſor thc arrow that f.eech iy day. 


" 


Verſe 6. Nor for the peſtulence 1 bat walketh. in 
tokſs,' nor far vhe d.ſtruttion 1h.t waſtith at noon- 


| He that fears God rcally, fears nothing. elſe; - 
the righteous are; courageens as a Lion z night. and 
darkne(s is mans,unregenerate eſtate, wherein all 
things-are a, terror to him but,,God and his good- 
neſs; Fumors:.of wars ,. .troyhie and affliction , 
croſſes, and lofles, and unſealorable.weather, make 
kim fear ; poverty, fickneB weakneſs, or, ſudden 
chances puts him in; fear of death z- thunder;and 
lightoing; terrifies.bim with Gods, judgments ;.and 
in this ſtate a grievous peſtilence walks, for they 
Ts infected one by. another.with the plague. of 
Drunkeunefs | Whoredoin,, Envy, Prid2; Coye- : 
rouſneſs , or With ;the- great plague of Hypocri- 
Wricll 5  2IFP 2234 3 S054, rg 
: >The day., or noon-day is the Miniſtry. of the 
Goſpel, .the Arrow. that flieth;, 'the deſtruction 
tat walteth them, .i$.that good word. of God, the 
Golpel-of our Logd,- which is a-javour of Lite to 
the.Believer,,is 4 ſavopr of tleath, unto all others. , 
b2Fer/e 7. FEhisis-the Arrow and che, Deſtrytio 
Aecby. rhoufafrds, gng: ten 1h0:1/ards do fall , from 
Which:the Believers free: 7 of, og ihe 
.oWerſe 8. Fotit-is the reward of the, wich -but.if 


Yames not near the houſe of- the Believers 2aG 


"kerſe 9, 10, Breapſe be m-kcth the Lord bye refuge 
be lives by faiths. oi, ee te hy 
tea 3% os hanes 90s andd. y 
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- Jeſus,.. who is the ſtumbling \ſtone againſtw 
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574 An Expolition of the - - 
' -Parſe'11, 12. Therefore God bath'given his Yige) 
charge to kerp his in all bis ways, that he daſh not hit 
Foot againſt the flone.. TE 247 
The Tranſlator makes it.a' $ro2e; and head 
other Expounders underſtand ir, that God ap 
points ſome heavenly Angels ro wait upon righ. 
tcous men, that whilſt they live honeſtly in thek 
Callings, no evil ſhall befal them in their bodies 
.or temporal eſtate ; which is- both cotitrary'th 
the Scriptures, which rteſtifie , that alike falls. 
himthast ſmearcth and him that Rn an oath, be, 
fothat no man Czn know love or hatredby all chat ifalt 
ont under the Sun; and again, the wicked flouriſhlie 
a green Bay-tree,, &c.” and it is contrary to outiex- 
perienee ; we ſee wicked men live in all: pleafuis 
and fulneſs, as Des,” going in gorgeons apparel, 
and faring deliciouſly every day, whilft the righte- 
_ ons are as Lazarys, Weald fain have ſoamehittk 
help from thoſe rich ones. How are poor hondf 
men' oppreſt by cruel Landlords, and the like! 
Bat this ſhould -be underſtood” thus, by Angels, 
Mrniſters of the Goſpel, whom God hath char 
to preach nothing but Faith i#--Jeſlis; therelor 
Part faith, Wo'isme if 1 preach not the Gofpet ;"ail 
hereby alone is every Soul upheld and preferiet 
thathe fumble not," or daſh-nor his foot _ 
ontiers daſh their'feer ;" they ſpurn-againſt the Nv 
ly One of 7/YzeF;-but unte Behieves he is theU 
Eomer-Rone; they.'daſh not their- feet avail 
kim, bor/eruſt inhim'in proſperity,-in adverſty 


4 


in life and death, in all their ways.' © © 

. FVerſer2, And by this they tread upd: the Li 

*#d Adder, and trample the yourty, Kon and ay” 
ane 


Pifficult Texts'/in Palms, 575 


1 whder thew feet. All which.js-nothing but thar by 
WH Faith io Jelasthey overcome the Devil thar FOarm 

q 

8 

by f 
3 raphy” rang goodneſs; and delivet them 
I from all troables'{ as he concludes the Pſalm; 
0 | 
"WH gcdy, but thatyeferdal' life which is the: (gift of 
Cl Godin Jeſus. © 7 vie MOTT 946 


1a theninery fourth Pſalm; dy=ickedarid%#orke 


CaerpriZcaic 3o no: nt ung 203 io HS $1) 

©BA@. 96-11 1, 2.:1athis, by Zeavers ind Bank, 
 kndexſtand, the;people; of God:s | as alſo” by this: 
Bield and; all. tbl is thertins, and: by all the Trevof 
thawoad, every Believer, ;, ifcairhefe do. all rejeoyee. 
the Judgments of! God',/ ahd\ delight in. thenf 

alote' Than.inl/Honcy: gb 4Hldoty:comb, and'defire 

tiem more than Gold:, butby-the Sea and the fiel> 
neſs. thereaf , underſtand: wi TIE =— 
WEI S 4 theſe 
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276 ,. An:Expoſition ofthe”: 


for, he ds gracious ; for his merty ctuduveth. for torr; 


_  forc he calls back; and limirs his word, and ry 


theſe roar againſt God, and -againſt-his Anointed: 
. Pſal..105-v.rſe1. O' give thankg.unto the Lord) | 


Here is, an exhortation- ro Thankſgiving, as'if ir 
were toll in general; which tHheChprch! is ſubje& | 
to do, ever) every True/Believer-or Childiof-Godj 
when they have experience; dfhiivgrariouſneſin 
thegreatdeliverancevof-their Souls from captivi 
ty to'Satan and Sin, then'they underſtand his ho 
cioufneſs.if, 21] che;good' ithat they enjoy; {and iff 
preſerving from daily evil, .then they are ſubjett} 
iy. $0%invite and;exhort all others to praiſe'the 
LordWith them, -asithe- three Children delivered 
from pig: fiery farnage;. calls all the _Creatures'to 
magna; x arg hn So Nebuthadnezzan 
makes a Decree that 4t}-worſhip. the. Godof the 
three, Ghildrenj wheprGod kad! made him kndi 
that hewas aBeafbbymaturo, .vithoutiunderſtdnds 
mg; ade had giver nat) that trae{\knowledge that 
the moſtbigh relgnbth-imheacen and imearth;; and 
Darius \hnade the like [Fzcrec'te all vey worlone | 
God bf iDaniel, whembe had nradhim3knawthat 
be ghangoth the: uncliangeable Netreegbof menal 
bis pleafiire, and at gives and takds:gway pole 
erfrom tyer;-.and from: the fierceft:wilkBeaſd qn 
the earth, for the preſervation of hisSexxants? 
But-,our /Pſalmiſt-corretts : himſelf; iremertivfing 
that gll the praiſes/of mien ;- thav have. nov:experis 
ence it themſetves'--of gheigreat \dliverancesi0l for 
Goedzare -no'betteritban the cuttihg off-of a:dofs nu2 
Neck, -or offering of: Swine Bload/pmyain ana Wl 
bominable thing unto-God,) as:arg4llitheiri proſe pre 
ſion af-Holineſs-3nd Religiod wharſoevery/ tn Bf 7 
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| Pifficuls 'Texts/ii/Dfalms; ©257 
| Verſe 3; Let then give chank: whom th: Lord bath 
red:eoved, arid Uelivered frow'the hand of the 'cr.emiy. 
Here are the Servants of  God' fin gled 1 whioha 
e'hath brohohe /out 'of captivity” - r6g oh with 
joy and ever}aſting rejoycing, and harh fer Crowns 
pf joy upon tREIF; heads, and: filled their© mouths 
with Songs: of deliverance} 4yea-hath pnt' a new 
Song itt © their" triaths , even, ptaiſe-and rhabkſpi- 
ving th their Gold ? Theſe," *4itd fione ' but thefe 
40 ive tre praile iifito the Lord ;' for* -nbne. 'can 
fo: that Song'but thaſe whom the Lord' fiath te- 
deemed from theearth; all others are: WER: 
their' wiſdom, 40d righteouſneſs, and Z: Hou 
boaſting of theſe Shieid, and, Spezr, arid' ! in 
Battel, and*praifing their goldei fag e, to wit, 
they are robbing God -of his Glory, ASP He b 
in their own Holineſs, their obedience td! 
mandsand'exhortations in tlie Scripture, and their 
faith in Chriſt,” and their Baptiſm, 'an t rheir *$1- 
craments , and” thei? Prayers "and Faſt oe 
Watching, and what'not? 'Eyery thing ſt” 
forch their Religion and Ze 
Scribes and Phariſees, "Hat as "Fobn Buptit alle 
them a g: neration of Pipe ”F and our $iyibar\ Cals 
Ted them Hypocrites,, 1M 
dreadful” woes "upon them, fo. will evety tri'© 
Viniſter of Gods Word 'poure out upon theſe ; 
for they that exalc themfo1568 ſhall be abzſed'; and 
they that' hutnble rhemtl:es', ſill be exalt&.z 
r theſe whom he hath redeemed, cry out conti- 
pul with! David; Net unto us, Lord, ot ur, tg 


but to thy OE bi raiſe or all We. art. an 7 Mp 
* thay. _ ia LH fo 
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V 3 mercies 


eal; as it Was-Wi Mp 


pronounced” ſq' Many | 
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mercies we ſhall be faved ; thow. haſt hrokenthe Þ | 


gates of, Bra, and burit the hars.of; lron aſugder, IN #/ 


and ſer our captive Souls at liberty, -thou haſt re. © 9 
deemed us . by. thy. great power ,4.with a ſtrone i 1 
hand-and a ſtretcheJ1 out Arm. thou haſt deliver 


| us;.thou h:ſt Cue. Rab4b, and waunded the Dra- b 


gon, they haſt broken the head of Leviathan; to i 4 
wi:.thou'haſt ovexcoine Satan, and;ſubdued Sin Wl F 
and L.olt, Lies,/F-llyand4 Vanity, that hardege] | 
our hearts and blinded, our minds, aud captivated IN ” 
our Aﬀections, and haſt "given .us mew Hiearrs, = 
renewed right. ſpirits within; us, eyen- poured on; i { 
thy Spirit upon us, the Spirit. of Prayer and Faith, I 
and Unity, and of a:found Mind, and \baſt wean; I © 
ed us from this world,” and all'the pkeaſures and 
treaſures: thereof ,-arnd laſt drawn us up to. thy 
ſelf -ofdE.to our-Lord Jeſiis,' that we may ſtandiq 
thy preſence, and hehold thy face: cantinmally; 
that we might nof, with 2£o#es, ice thy back: part 
only, eveo thy-wrath.and faithful judgments ial 
Fin and Siciner by aha. fiery Law , but chat wy 
may fully behold. the light, of thy countenancein 
Jeſus, Pardoning.ſin,, .aad blottingc:out iniquity | 
through- Jeſus; therefore we fall down before 
thee,' 2nd caſt our Crows to the. ground, towily 
in perfect ſelf-denial 'we' ſhout out Haſan ant 
Hale.xjab to thee for ever. - © 
| Verſes. | Ard gatberedſt thew out of the Landy 
fromthe Eaſt, . from. therWeſt, fromthe North, .and 
from ike South. * Here'is rhefirſt manifeſtation of 
Gods Mercy ;, as Peter ſaith, whert, he'was tanght 
by the Divine Viſion,” /-perceive there, 6s ne r4/pels 
of pexſons w.th God: Hexcin d6 rhe Prophets maſr 
nifie lis Mercy, that, he would chyſe «one if 
an wy wt Dang of; vn >. 40-18 "v4: : 7 e 


N, 


by 


Pfiiqult; Gexts- 1n-Plalms. 299 


hiaſelf, not of- the Jews only, but;of the-Gentiles - 
alſo, aad ſo make; his Name,known to all theends 
- &f of theearth. And our Sayiour opens this Myſte- 
© 5 farther, ſaying, Adany, ſhall come from. the Eaſt, 
| Weſt, Noth and South, and ſhall [it down with, Abrae 
BY ham, Iiaac ard. Jacob. im the K ingd.m of ' heaven, 
I 434 the childign, of the K 5::gdom fhafl be caff out ; to 
WI it, many Publicansand Sinners ſhall be cenvert- 
"Wl £d, when tri. and zealous Profeſſors reſiſt the. 
widom of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhur the gates of 
mercy againſt. chemſelyes ,- being like the Wine 
ſeled on the leesz. that will not be refined, or like 
If the deaf Adder , «that refuſerh to hear, rhough the 
charmer charm never ſo wiſely ; but the Lord will' 
gather his people; for it js Written , that ir. ſhail 
romore be ſa'd, the Lord leveth that brought his p:0- 
pleout of the Landof Egypt. but the Lord liveth that 
gathered bis people out of aft Lands. where they were 
ſcatered, for to bring man ro the hearing of the 
Law under Moſes, that they may be convinced of 
*n, and breuzht under Condemaation, Curſeand 
Death, it is neceſſary that they be deiicered from 
Kan (whois figuged by the King of Egypr) who 
rlwades man (' a$ he did our firſt Pareiits) thas 
ve ſhall not die., but be like God ; bur to bring 
men to Grace and Truth in Chriſt, they mult be 
gathered our of all Lands, to wic , out of all lufts 
and lies, praphaneneſs and hypocrifie, yea from 
Pe high canceig.ina Religion, that there be no 
urking place for man, 'bur that he be broughr ro 
perfect ſelf:denial,. and an abſolute cofifeſſion be- 
lote.the preſence of God, that there is no whole 
Part in hima, the.whole beact is. ſick, and the whole 
beadis heavy, that in him there is no ſulhiciency to 
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'' bneZood thoaght, rt he,imay bring nothing be; 


| . fore the Lo: d bur the Lam Chriſt Fefus, in whoy 
alone God is well pleaſed; ard upon him, as"the' 
- _ Aﬀtarof God ( whereon nt hat not lift up. hls 
Tool ) he may offer up himſelf, Bedy, 'Sodl« 
J Spiti:, a whole burnt offering toGod, evena bj 
\  _ kew and contcire heart, which G&d'will" never w& 


_R_ fuſe, .pcaiſcd be his, Name for ever 4 

1 £45 Þ $i F 1 SETWBETTIONE | 4087 FT 
Verſe 4. They went aftray i 08 wfflderntſr ek 
| the way, and found no,City 10 'daw.F in. Here '$ firf 
| mans naturzl condjticn,; * it” w#s not 'Tſrael that 
. went through.the wildecne(sto.rhe Land of Canu: 
1 an, for they went not aſtray,” net out of the way]. 


for they had God to gvide.them in, a Clond:by dat: 


It! to ſerthem know the the light of the day, northe 
= wid: of the wotid'cannot. give knowled96bf I 
Þ God, fur he dwelleth jn thick darkneſs, as Dial W 


faith, be madedark/if. is fecret place. Dis'puilim IN $ 
| round avout hin clouds and thick 4 r;acſ1; And why MN 3 
(| - 3s it ſo ſaid, for he 'dwelicrh jn the light , as Jon  » 
fait; ad inhim is vo da hneſs gt all ? even becavſe 
Y  thelight of God is darknets, to nian, the wifap 
} of : God is fooiſhnels co man : So alſo he ledt f 
I by.apillar of fireby night, roenlighten ther ga? 
minds, and let them know, that the darkeſt mg) 
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i 
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| pitikbisCexts in in Pſalms. . 28: 


theother hand toa bigh eſteem of their Goodnefs 
and Holineſs,” hit: to look-ſtreight forward to God 
their Guide, :and pray continually ro him, to de- 
fend them froni the Eneiny that purſues them, and 
while they walk in this'ſtreight way, their TRE 
with all his power ſhall be overthown, the pow- 
ers and principalities. of darkneſs ſhall be over- 
come, the gates of Hell ſhall not preyail againſt 
them thathbelieve in' 'Jefus in the midſt of all temp- 
fations 3 "be hath in nature walks alone, and when 
be falls, none' to take bim up; as Solomen 
fath 5, he rays from the way of 'God, ro; follow 
his own way, to ſatisfie the deſires of his fleſhly 
mind ; this is the courſe of the world, this' is the 
poxeer of the Prince of the Air, the Spirit that ru- 
eh inthe Childrea of: diſobedience, and here he 
wanders im the'wildernefs, where there is neither 
Seed-rime nor Harveſt ; tht he ſows to the fleſh, 
2rd he reaps corruption + he ſows to the-wind: and 


he reaps the whirlwind, ſhame and confuſion to © 


hs own ſoul ; he ſpws not to God, and therefore 
he finds ng food, comfort, aſſured reſt afid-peace, 
; but ſtrong delaſions'ts believe a liez for a Spirit of 
deluſion hath'deceived him; he'feeds.on aſhes in- 
Read of bread: And in this wilderneſs he is com- 
nd »b6ur with \yild Beaſts, gapingupon himt6 
"ea him; even his own Lufts: ovetouſnels 
"es 3 his time and ſtrength," he riſes early, 'and 
0 


wn late.” andeeats the bread f. cartfulnes., 


ep and Riotouſneſs' confume his: $i and E- 

, Enyy , Harredant Malice ord MA "9 
ſen ar the proſperity of others ;' er 

bis heart” that he is* ready. to butit; Di aſteng 

| £4ctrution); Hypocrific deludes his oil; an 


makes 
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overladen with it, agd weary of it, be groans un: / 
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makes him .cry Peace, Pcace, bur, wo. and deſtry,, E 
dion comes ſaddenly upon him, as.travail upgn, 2, Wl p: 
woman with child; for even then when his iniquity, M ic 
is full, and he cries peace unto his, Soul, though, I je 


+ he walk in, the way.of, his;own heart,. even they, I th 


duth the Lord extol his Lay:, and. make. it honowy, Wl G 
rable ; then doth he. apply Judgment.t9 the Line, W he 
and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet ,,. and ſweeps 

away the Refuge of Lies ,. and then he finds no, Wy 
City to dwell in, he hath dwelt, top, Jang 1n the, Mth 
Tents of Kedar, and Tabernacles oj rc 00m 3 
looks he back at all his wayswhereig he hath walks Wit 


| gd, and he igaſhamedg' of all his own coprſes, that M gb 


5 


there was no knowledge nor fear: of ie abs 
his eyes, that he hathchoſen the ways of wicked, . p 
peſs to. the deluſion and deſtcuttion.of his onn. 1, 
Soul : This is the true and powerful work of Gods Il yl 
Law upon the you's of i|t his people, to, mak. I {z 
known all their ſinfulneſs,. to bring every thoy fin 
to Judgment, and to.ſhur them up under wrati,, Moy. 


Curſe and Death ; then hunger they and thirſt, to Win 


taſte of his Mercies- therefore he ſaith,  » Wh 

Verſe 5. Hungry and thirſty, their Soul ſaintedin, wc 
them. Hete's an end of mans pleaſure.in4in ; now -MWSo 
fin isa burden to him ;- bur this takes away nofin; MN : 
but longer he continues in this cſtate, more hes. 


der his burden, he walhes his Bed., afid waters, his, 
Couch with tears; complaining (.as David ) not- 
for the wickedneſs of the world. (as all. worldly Wh: 
men do) but it's his own, iniquity that is, gone one . 
his head, a burden too heavy *or tim'to bear-No#t .: 
Father and Mother farſake him, Eriegds and Kinl: 
folks ſtand far off gazing upon kis trouble, all 


& © 
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& niferable [comforters, and the Watchmen, even 
Preachers, that ſhould watch over his Soul 'for 
life, health and Q@mfort, theſe [mite him, and ſay 
he is mad , Corn and Wine , and the increaſe 
thereof are nothing to, him, its only the light of 
Gods countenance that make him glad; therefore 
he ſaith, | 
Verſe 6. 80 they cried unto the Lord #n their trow- 
bls, qud be delivertg them gut of their diffreſs. Now 
they come to the Doctrine and Bapritm of Foba 
34/44, whom Gog hath ſeat, nar to give them | 
MWiike and light,: or to'teach them how they nauſt 
obey Gods Laws and Ordinances, or any way'to 
{ſe God, that their ſins may be pardoned, '\.and 
heir Souls ſaved. but to boar witneſs unto the 
Lord that follows him., though he was before him, 
kho will do alf{ things for him; and therefore he 
: kaith, Bebold the Lamb of Got-that takes away the 
ſins of the 'worid : O comfortable ' word to a Soul 
Wovecladen with fin ! Therefare now liſtens he, as 
n admiration of the goodneſs of God ., that he 
ſhould be ſo gracious as to look: upen ſo finful a 
- World, and.he hearknerth what God will fay to his 
W+ou), when he fpeaks peace to his people, now he 
MI F&ps and prays with Fobn Boprift; for be is bap- 
-W'ized, his Soul is waſhed with tears of unfeigned 
Wkcpentance; the Law laid him graaning underthe 
\M parden of is Sins, but the. Love and free Grace 
"Wot God, in pardoging Sin , witneſſed by Fohr, 
\ th broken his hearc into unſpeakable ſorrow,and 
Wihed his eyes with a flond of: tears, and made him 
TFPRay and night, becauſe he bath offended fo 
P 


ow —_ WE. Lk 4M + 20x; _— —_— da AS 
Is - WE 


1 jo od gracions a God. This aghat Water 
-Nf2ptiin, even mans loſt and low-congition;where- -- 
. #..Þ a +. p : ns : oh in 


© _thatheharhbtruſtedin him:"By all this is teſti 
© thattobeljeve'r truſt in God hath been call 


ihe js:as water Ipilr upon - the: ground, which's 
ſo;ſliedabraad, that ir cannot 'be taken up agg? 
yet ir is drawn up by the beams oÞthat Sun of riph. 


reouſneſs, who being taken from the earth, dan 


all menito him; fo is' this repentant Soul, like 


dew that hangs upon the graſs, /that- waits not 
man , nor the Princes of the earth, but onithy 


God whoſe love is ſtrong as" death, and withytp 
bonds of Love binds every Soul unto himſelf fit 
ever therefore he faith, 1, 10,77 OO 
i” Verſe 5. 'Heled them forth by the right way, thi 


they might go to a City where theyſdwell. This is tht 


| whichour Saviour ſaith, No mar comes to we ehtij 
the Father which hath ſent me draw him; which 


ſhews unto us the' City ' wherein the Servants 
God dwell, that it is Faith in Chriſt ; as the'Prb- 
phet' Habakksk ſaith, The juſt ſhall live by Faith, 
andithat theyiare-le& unto it only by the power « 
God. This is that City which Pax calls the gw 
Feruſalem which is f, om above, which 1s free, anl 


' tis the Mother of- us all, whereof David alſo faith 


Great things are ſpoken of th:e O thou City of God; 
and again, «ll my freſh ſprings are in thee ,, and Gol 


* . iswell known in her Palaces as a refuge ; and 


this City the Saints tejoyce, ſaying by Iſaiah, W 
bus a firong City, Salvation will God: appoint fi 
walls and bulwarks; Thou wilt keep him im perfett 
pe-:ce whoſe mind is ftayed on thee:, becauſe he truſts 
© thee. This is that which David calls the feet 


pl.ce of the moſt High, where he ſpeaketh yer 


o 


great things that God will do for him that dwell 


] 
there, becauſe he hath known-his Name aright for 


—- 
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ty where: the ſervants of :God dwelt, and how 
much they gloried iwvit ; fo on the contrary,mans 
jghreouſneſs which+js' by the Law, is called the Ci- 
pwherein Hypocrites dwell ;'as David declares, 
ſal. 55. v- 9,'t0 16. Brit whether man will hear 
2nd obey, or he will rebel and gainſay, this-1s the 
olj/thing that God  requieth of all , and! work- 
«þ in the hearts of: his people, -which is called by 
the Prophet giving them a new Heartz and when 
Jeſus was manifeſted inthe fleſh; he gives teftimo- 
x tohim twice, that he is his only Son, and ab- 
ſolutely commands all.to hear him $ which is to'be- 
liere in him ; for Jeſus himſelf teſtifies ;;thatihe 
that believes in him, ſhall -not:come-under.:con- 
demnation, bux.is paſſed from: death: to life ;//but 
le that believes not in him, is condemned already, 
becauſe he believes.not the record that God hath 
gen of his Son;;” and Fohn Baprift faich, He that 
MW cceructh rhe reftimeny of 'F ous, hath ſet to his ſeal 
that God 5s true + Which Teſtimonies are ſufficient 
Ftdconclude , 'thats he! which: placeth the: life of 
righteouſneſs in anything but-in tbe faith of-Jeſus, 
s0ne'of thote of: whom the: Martyr Stephen teſti- 
; So as your Fethers were, art ye: ſtiff-necksed and 
mnrounciſed 1 heart and ears; ye always reſiſt the 
p95 'ButtheywhontGad-icads to this City; 
a ſatisfied with the fulneſs-of: his Houſe as with 
matrow:;.' therefore he faithy 0 7 3 
"U#Þ;ſe.'$. 0: that .men waeuld itherefote praiſe'2he 
Iard for birgjaadneſs; ahdi decker erhis: wonders thu 
be:durk foriths ehildreb.of met: Here is:nanicalted 
tolls duty 5norfiich! asmen call: duties, :tozpray 
tied for all things, and praiſe : God-for»zl} his 
Metcies, arkl to:falt :and' keep: Sabbarths, and give. 
Rl , Alms, 
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Alms, and the like ; all theſe things muſt he doe 
nay will be done by a true Chriſtian ; bar fron 
another principle, and on another account, thy 
a5 a duty that muſtbe done, to obey a Commang, 
to pleaſe God, to'attain Heaven, 'to eſcape Hy 
This is'to make the Word of God-a Burden, af 
as the Prophet told :7free! , thar they that-calftdi 
the Burden of the Lord, fMobld becur off from $ 
racl n ſo they that do theſe things upon thatay 
count, ſhall never attain everlaſting-life ;'butyj 
St. Fawmes faith, bt that i4 afflificth, let him prays 
thatss metry, let hem ſing Pſalms, it is' our of ns 
ceſlity and diſtreſs of Soul that man ſhould piiy 
for then he. ſtands in need of Gods Help, an 
then he prays indeed ; the other, praying ibn, 
rain babling , as our Saviour teſtifies; 'Sowhi 
God works this great deliverance, it will maki 


man truly merry, it will fill him-with joy unſpeaſi 


able and full of Glory, and his mouth with a n9# 
Song, even praiſe and thankſþiving'to his God; 
all other praiſes are nothing but vainblaſts of wind; 
ſo when God hath fhewed this mercy to his*waul 
he will ſhew pity and mercy ts thei poorandneedyj 
and he will give Aims, not as by . cooſtraint/ M0 
even freely and bonnerfully, remembring4yhebonk 
tifulneſs of God to:his Soul in ther day of itsds 


ftrefs ; and this Mevcy'makes-the Sabbathhis d6 


light, that he is not weary of tj} 28/1/74) ward 
their New Mopns, ſaying, whe: with (be New WWW 
be over, that we may follow \earth{y: occaſions! 


bot this Soul fays' rather, whenwill the:Sabballl 


come, 'that we may goto the Houſe of God tops 
ther.to feaſt our Souls beforehim, : feeding, 
tree: Bread that cane down from Heaven. al 
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ves life unto the world, even receiving the Lord 
Fs, and'befievirg in him, as the-Lord giveth 
him'to us, 'and:giverth-us to believe 1h him, that he. 
he unto us 'wiſdom; righteouſneſs, -1anctification, 
ind redethption, even alt [things neceſfaty'to our 
flvation, 'tThat'we be found an unclean thing, and 
our righteouſitefs as a menſtruous Cloth, 'ourwifz 
dom fooliftinefs, and our talk vain; yea, 'thit we 
ite not ſufficient for one gootithought, that'In ab- 
ſolute ſe]f-denial we may ſing his praifes who doth 
'a1l good things for us; therefore he faith, 

Verſe 9. For he ſatisfieth the empty Soul, arid filth 
the hungry ſoul with go: dreſs. Oak the Pſalmiſt 
ſets out the difference betwixt all the ways of mar, 
wndche worlds fulneſs, and the goodneſs of God ; 
for 81 the worlds treaſures,” pteaſures, riches; ho- 
nours, and whateyer man' can enjoy 'in 4t, 1s not 
good to man ; for it cannot fatisfie his Soul, 'no... 
noranſwer his deſires ; for his defire is enlarged 
like Hell, and cannot be'ſatisfied ; the 'more man 
tath, the tmbrehe would have ; the ear 15 not fatis- 
fed with betting. nor rhe eye with ſecing ;, therefore 
Solomon faith, 'all things: under the: Sun, are mt only 
vanity, but alſo vexation of Spirie. And when man 
bends his courſe 'above' whit che worl@ can yielt 
into him, 'and' ſets himſelf onto Religion , ho- 
pig to attain eternal Happineſs,” comes to-the 
Word of God, there the Vition is written indeed 
jo arge Characters; that'man'may run and read it ; 

t the Words ſpiritual Gbtifg the Word of God, 
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who is a' Spirif)* and he is cartal, and: all bjs'wiſ- 
Gm is fooliſhneſs z the- truth, of the Word'is a 
Myſtery toall that are withowir; and he 4is-with- 
Wt; tie is inthe fleſh, not in the ſpirit; thereſene! 
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God fills the hy 
good, and doth go 
y, and fills every.living. thing wi 
hz cloaths the Lilies of the field, and 1 net! 
end .preſerveth. all the. fowls:- of..the, Ajr ;;Wy 
much more will he do for them that truſt in lum? 
the water that Chriſt gives, will fatishie lomug, 
that they which drink of it ſhall thyxſtno more, 
burit ſhall be a fountain. in. them flowing out #0 
cverlaſting life, they ſhall be ;cont; 


nd; 


to be M 


to be Martyrs for the 
God and Faith of Jeſus 


? 


n 


An Expoſition of-the-- -- 

he ſaichhe is unlearned,or the Letter is ſealed, hs 
cannot read irt.and ſo he isat a loſs; or-if: he enter; 
he perverts the good word of God',. and turns 
the Truth into a Lie, and then he is at a greater 
loſs; for he brings a dreadful condemnation upoa 
his Soul: But if he ſeek.a remedy, in- this diſtreſs, 
and goes to the Miniſters of the Word becauſeit 
is writted, the Prieſts lips ſhall preſerve | 5 ben 


he hear many, they preach diverſe-ways, beingef 
diverſe Forms of, Religion, there he is, at a, loſk 
he knows not which of. them teaches the Truth; 
and.if: he fingle out olic, then he is '2t a greater 
loſs; for he: alls under condemnation, for elat-lt 
chuſeth a Prieſt to himſelf, a lis 
fancy, that will preach pleaſi 
for a piece of Bread, of a hand 
all theſe things, though they ſeem fair, an 


according, to lis own 
; things. unto 
vl of Barley 


L9v$ 


2 ad | Þr0- 
miſe great things, they are ſtrong deluſions; and 
bring no true ſarsfaftion to the Soul ; But this ds-- 
liverance ſatisfies the empty. Soul ; this work, of 


Soul with goodneſs ; he's 
he opens his bountiful-apd 


; gaodnels 


- to. want of 


yea they ſhall zejoyce in;tribulation, even 
reſtimony ,of: the Tru tho 
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This is the firſt Deſcription of the wenderful 
Deliverances of God. The ſecond follows, 
Verſe 10. Such as ſit in arakpeſs and in the ſhadow 
of death, being falt bonnd in miſery ard tron + Here 
js man in his natural e ſtate, that harh not the rege- 
neration of Liſe poured on him through Chriſt ; 
though he hiave all knowledge to interpret all dark 
layings, yet hath not the true Chariry, the love'of 
God poured upon. his Soul thar begers in him love 
toGod, and to all men, evei. {5 enemies, h+ is 
but like ſoundinF--braſs, an empty Eccho;, there- 
fore be ſits. in dar kneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, 
his life is but a ſhadow, he is really dcad in fins,he 
lives in the iicih, ang faſt bound in iron, to wit, he 
is bound under the power of Satan, to fu'fil the 
unſatiable: Iuſts.of the fleſh, is not this miſery ? 
I/aiah compares it to. a priſon with gates of braſs, 
W and bars of Iron ; he cannot get out; though he 
Wave no Child co inhecit what he leaves,” yet there's 
noend of his labougs; he chuſeth- a Tree in the 
wood, and the workman maketh' an Image of it, 
20d beautifies it, and he falls down and worfhips 
it, and bath no underſtanding to fay it is wood, 
and no god ;, ſo man chuſeth a Form of Religion, 
Faod gbſerveth and performeth all things that are 
therein required, and by this he rruſts to be ſaved, 
ad hath no underſtanding to fay it is his own 
work, it's not the work and operation of the hand 
of God, and therefore it cannot fave him, irs 
Mc gp Image of Religion, it*s not'the life of god- 
lae(s.; its 2 pattern of heavenly things, it's not 
| heavenly things themſelves, to wit, there's in 1t 
a Image of Prayer 2nd Praiſes, and all holineſs, 
$Þod religious aCtings, but all is but a ſhadow, 
: FE”, which 


ge < tins : noo gt Dn an 
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'which they do. to be ſeen of men; and here are 
they bound in this miſerable'vain toil , becaoſe 
their hearts believed in their own ways. and not 
in the Lord Jeſus, who is the wiſdom and power 
of God to ſalvation; therefore he ſaith, nl 
I1. Becauſe they rebelled againſÞ the word of th 
Lord, and lightly regardid the counſel of the mif 
High. This is the full deſcription of Sin- (where. 
by man ſeparates himſelf from God, and bring 
up himſelf the fierce indignationgof God) which 
is deſcribed by our Saviour , when he telleth his. 
Diſciples, that the Holy Ghoſt (when he cometh) | 
ſhall reprove the world of Sin, becauſe they be-M - 
lieved not in him; for he is the word of God, uf 1 
the Dtvine ſheweth, and the Counfel of the mot : 
} 

l 


High is that all men believe in him ; thereforeal 
- that believe not in him, are condemned already, 
- becauſe they believe not the record that God, hath 


oiven of his Sor ; ſo that unbelief is rebellion +M f 
£2inſt the word of God, andthe light efteemingſ n 
of his Counſel; therefore the Apoſtle tothe HM r: 
brews ſaith, Take heed leſt there be in any of you af 0 
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the lim i 
God, for by Faith man is united to God, as lt 
Saviour ſaith; He that believeth in me, I and tf be 
Father will come down , we will' ſup with him, au th 
dwell with him; and Fohn faith, He that believeth"{ nc 
the Son, hath the Father ard the boly Ghoſt ; ſounde-M v7 
lief ſeparates man from God, as Fohn faith, Hl C: 
that believeth not the Son, hath neither Father ml un 
. Holy Ghoſt ;; therefore the Apoftte to the Hebren an 
mig. we!l ſay, withour Faith it is impoſſible to plea he 


God; and Paul might well ſay, whatſoever 151 9 41 
_ Faith is Sin; ſo allo he might well conclude, th - co 
, nl 
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WW 14n is ſaved by Faith, without the works of the Law; 
: W not that Faith hath not the works of the Law, but 
t becauſe he that hopeth that his obedience of the 
1M Law ſhall avail any thing: to his ſalvation, he 
hath no Faith 3 for he going about to eſtabliſh his 
:W own righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, fubmit- 
FI tethnor to the righteouſneſs of God, which is by 
MW Faith, for he 1s ignorant of it ;, for theſe two can- 
x WW not be joyned together ; for to believe is by. the 
1M Gift and Grace of God, therefore what is of Faith, 
is is by Grace, and what is by Grace is not of works, 
MW and what is of works is not of Grace, as Paxl faith; 
-M fo that they that eſteem or attribute any thing to 
+ their works, they rebel againſt the Word of God, 
&M and lightly eſteem the Counſel of the molt High , 
a yea they trample under foot the Blood of Jeſus, 
7,W that Blood of the heavenly Covenant, and account 
tl it an unholy thing, and therefore aſluredly the 
+ fterce wrath of God will be upon them, for he 
7 will come in flames of fire,. to wit, in his fiery Law, 
JW rendring vengeance to all that believe not, and 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. There- 
fore he ſaith, 

Verſe 12, He alſo brought down their heart through 
beavineſs, they fell down, and there was none to help 
them up. Here God ex3ols the Law,and makes it ho- 
norable,and brings Curſe,and Wrath, and judgment 
upon the ſinner, this is ſearching Feruſalem as with 
Candles, even the applying of the ſpiritual Law 
unto the carnal mind, and ſearching the very heart 
and reins, and every ſecret thought of man, till 
he be forced to confeſs ,, The Law is good, ſpiit:tal, 
and holy, but 1 ams carnal, ſold to ſin, bound to 
corruption ;. thus God brings down his heart, and 
| &% a wound 
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wounds his ſpirit,and a wounded ſpirit who cap bear 
faith Solomon; but in this diſtreſs man runs to Mi. 


niſters, turns to new Forms of Religion, declares 


his afliftion to any zealous Profeſſors whom he 
hopes have more experience of the ways of God 
than he, as 1/7ael ran to Egypt for help, and to 
King Fareb for counſel ; but all this 1s in vain ; for 
as the Horſes of Egyp: were fleſh, and not ſpirit, 
ſo all theſe helps and helpers ere fleſhly, not ſpir- 
fval ; but it muſt be ſpiritual comfort that muſt 
help him in this condition ; therefore every Soul 
whom God delights in, he will purfue in his faith- 
ful Judgments, till the iniquity of his holy things 
be diſcovered, till all his friends be found miſerz 
ble comforters, vill the Minifters that are, or 
ſhould be watchmen over his Seoul, by all their 
feigned holy Counſels do wound his Soul, fo that 
he is forced to ſay all wen are liars, and fly to God, 
who only is the true friend ; whoſe reproofs break- 
Ing his Head, are good and healthful Balſom; # 
it follows, | 
Verſe 13. So they cried unto the Lord in their trot 
Ble,and he delivercd them out of their diſtreſſes. Here's 
the continuance of Gods: Love, wherethrough 
finful ſons of men are not *conſumed, as he ſhews 
to Hoſea, Go. love a woman beloved of her Huband, 
and yet an Adultereſs, according to the love of God 
tothe ſons of men ;, how great love doth he mani 
feſt to man, and yet he flies from him ? How of- 
ten doth he draw him to bim by his great mercy? 
and yet he reyolts, and ſtarts aſide like a brokel 
Bow. Hecreated him in his own Image, even 
righteouſneſs and truth; how ſoon was hedram 
away by Satan itito lies and falſhood, the Image! 
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that evil Spirit ? He made him Lord of all the 
Creatures; how did he abuſe them to his own 
luſts, or made them Idols, honouring them, lov- 
ing, deſiring and ſeeking afrer them more than af- 
ter God ? He gave them his Laws, Statutes and 
Ordinances, good, holy and ſpiritual z how doth 
he reject them, and chuſe his own carnal, ſenſual 
and voluptuous ways? He ſent them Prophets 
and holy men ; how did they deſpiſe them and cru- 
elly perſecute them, and put them to death, and 
followed falſe Prophets that preached pleafanc 
things unto them, and flatcered them in their fleſh- 
pleaſing ways of an outward ſhew of Religion and 
Zeal ? He ſent Fohn Baptiſt before the face of the 
Lord Jeſus, with the Doctrine and Baptiſm of 


Repentance, who faithfully confeſt he was not the 


Chriſt , and plainly ſhewed him unto them, and 


magnified him as the Son of God, that would do 


great things for them that firſt received his Do- 
&rine, and were baptized by him in water only to 


Repentance, that they might be a people prepared 


for the Lord ; but how did they run to his Repent- 
ance, that they might glory in ir, and honouced 


him above the Lord Jeſus for a ſeaton , and yet ar 
length murdered him, to pleaſe a wkore? Then 


he ſent the Lord of Life and Glory unto them, 
with wordi moſt feaſonable and powerful, as1 
works moſt miraculous and healthful, giving the 


deaf ro hear, the born-blind to ſee, the lam? co 


80, the dumb to ſpeak, raiſing the dead, h--ling 
all their diſeaſes, preaching the Goſpel to th- p23 -r, 
but O how do they rage againſt him ? he is a i2cun- 
kard, a Wine-hibber, a friend of Publicais and 


$inners (as if they ſhould ſay ) a Cumpan:on tor 
y 5 
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Rogues and Raskals, a Sabbath-breaker , a Sedy- 


cer of the People, an Antinomian,” a Blaſphemer, 


what Laws do they make againſt him? what price 
muſt be given to them that can catch him ? what 


witneſſes do they hire againſt him ? when they have 
gotten him, how do they ahuie him ? King and 


Jude, Captain and Souldiers, Elders and High 


Priefts, and a!l the zealous ones of 7ſrael, Scribes, 
Phariſees, Sadduces, in all their Forms of Religion 
are banded together againſt him, reject the Lord of 
Life, put him ro a moſt cruel, reproachful and 


curſed manner of Death, and chuſe a Murderer; 


he ſent to them Apoſtles, gives them the Holy 
Gioſt in a plain and wonderful manner , that 
they might be convinced that they and their Do- 


ctrine were of God; he gives them the gift of | 


healing, and working of Miracles, all to make 
forth his glorious preſence and power with them; 
he gives them wiſdom (that were unlearned men) 
that none was able to gainſay; yet nothing pre- 
'ails with them that glory in th4ir own wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs , but they ſhew their hatreds- 
gainſt that Which is of God they perſecute. and 
murder the Apoſtles and Saints of God as Antl- 


» 


nomians, men againſt the Law, Preachers of 11- 


centious Dottrine,, teaching men 'to do evil that 
g02d may come thereof; whoſe damnation is jul, . 


izith the Apoſtie; and thus that generation fil 
continues blefling themſelves in the ways 'of their 
own heart, and refſting the holy Ghoſt, as Ste 
phcn the firſt Martyr for. the Name of Jeſus, told 
them ; yet his Mercy continues to every one that 
cries to him in his trouble, when he finds no help 
in man;for he delivers them out of their diſtrefſes; 
ifcrefoe he faith, Vaſe 


4 
wg 
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Verſe 14. For he brought them out of Darkneſs and 
ai of. the ſhadow of death, and brake their bonds a- 
wer. . Here is: again; holden forth unto us the. 
york of God , the regeneration powred forth up- 
on us through the Lord Jeſus; for the natural ſtate 
is holden forth by darkneſs and ſhadow of death. 
and man bound therein in miſery and Iron; forby 
darkneſs is meant ignorance of God; as thetrue 
knowledge of God is compared to Light, and' by 
the ſhadow of death is holden forth that man in 
his natural eſtate can do nothing that is good for 
bis Souls health,_ nor. well pleaſing to God , no 
more than a dead corps cat work the works of a 
living man ; and being bound in Iron, is under- 


ſtood mans captivity to Satan z for that deluding 


Spirit makes him' believe that by his Reaſon anc 
Wiſdom acquired by Learning, he may know God 
and by his-endeavours and diligence in the uſe of 
themeans ( tO wit, by praying, reading, hearing, 
meditating, and- the like ) he may pleaſe God, 
and obtain Salvation. Some put in here by believ- 
ng in Jeſus; but then it is but betieving thoſe 
things which the Hiſtory of the Goſpel ſets forth 
concerning his Humanity, all which the Devils 
believe, and tremble; as St. Fames faith : but the 
work of God is to make us partakers of the Di- 
ine Nature, as Peter faith; to take away our 
ſtony heart, and give usa new heart,” to take away 


 thar evil Spirit, and renew 4a right Spirit, or to- 


free us from captivity to Satan, and give his holy 
Pirit unto us, to guide us.4n all our ways, to wit- 
neſs unto our ſpirits that we are the Sons of. God, 


that we walk not any longer in darkneſs, as in our 


Ws of ignorance, but as children of the light , 


_ 


Ul 
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We'may redeem our time tinto the Lord, thit ye 
may have our fruit in holinefs, and the end evee. 
Taſting life; this is the work of God, man cart 
Nothing herein ; therefore the Pſatmiſt ſaith, He 
delivired thom out of their diſtreſs , and be bro 

them out of darkneſs, &c. And Solomon faith, The 
Lord turneth the heart even of Kings as the Rivers of 
water; ſo that Kings,although they be the ſupream 


power in their Kingdom, in earthly things,'yet, 


they cannot turn Rivers, as the Lord turned Jv. 
dan, and divided the Sea, no more can they tun 
their. own hearts from their own ways unto the 
ways of. the Lord; it is the Lord Jeſus only that 
can do this in whomſoever he pleafeth ; for he was 
manifeſted for this end, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the Devil; therefore its not our reaſon 
that we.ought todo that which is good and'zodly, 
 andto abſtain fromevil, noral! the Motives drawn 
from fear of Hell-fire and puniſhment, or from 
hopes of Heaven and Happineſs, thar can btiiy 
us £0 it; for though theſe things teach vs to 
beautifie our ſelves with forms and actions of Re- 
Ivion, and change our ways from prophanenels 


to 2 profeſſion of zeal and holineſs, or from-one 


torm of Religion to another, yer the heart re- 
inajns the tame; {ſo that as before we abuſed the 
Creatures to our Juſts, ſo we ſhall abafe the” Word 
and Ordinances of God unto our own glory, and 
not to the'glory of God; but the work' of < 
brings us to deny'our ſelves, and aſcribe all to 
the Lord and hi sgreat mercy ; therefore he 
jaith, DO pag | : | 
Verſe 15. O that men would therefore praiſe the 
Lo; d jor his goodreſs, and diclire the wonders hit be 


' An 
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dith for the. children of | men: Here is man calPd | 
f;fth to the Praiſes of God, riot for corn,: wine, 
4nd all the riches of © the earth, or any thing that 
pertains to the being or well-being of- the natural | 
jife, nor for any thing that is within the bounds 
of -mans capacity to underſtand it, or conceive 
how it may be done ; but its for the wonders that 
he doth, that which neither eye hath ſeen, nor ear 
hath heard, nor heart conceived ; its that mighty 


' work of God , .its marvellous in our eyes, its a 


day that God hath made, not the day that Chriſt 
was manifeſted in the fleſh, thongh that was a glo- 
tious day ; but its the day when Chriſt is revealed 
in us, and Satan is caſt out ; its the day wherein - 
weare delivered from the power of Satan, and ſub- 
jkted to the Kingdom of Chriſt, when we. are 
made of ſinners the ſons of God ; its the day when 
that Grace (which brings ſalvation to all) appear- 
eth, and teacheth us to deny all ungodlineſs and 
every worldly luſt, and to live godly, ſoberly.and 


holy in the preſent evil world, Theſe are the won- 


ders of God, figured out by. our Saviour?s great 
work of curing the deaf, blind, lame, and all dif- 


eaſes, caſting out devils, and- raiſing the dead, 
' which manifeſted him ſufficiently to be: God ;, and 


yet tneſe wonders do it muck more; for is not 
mans ſoul blind by nature, that he cannot diſcern 
betwixt good and evil, light and darkneſs, but fol- 
lows contraries? is he not deaf ,,that he cannot 
hear the voyce of God, is not his ear ſtopt like the 
deaf Adder ? Is he not lame, that he cagnot walk 
11 the courts of the houſe of God ? is he not dead 
In fins and treſpaſſes, that he cannot work any 
fighteoufneſs'? is not all this becauſe _ wot 
OuUnN 
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bound him faſt in the chains of iniguity,--and cart« 


ropes of vanity:and folly.? : Are not theſe great 
wonders ? Thoſe that ſaw-the wonders that Chriſt 
did for theſe great diſtreſſevof. the Body, -magni- 
fied him , and admired; and wondred to ſee it; 
therefore much more will they wonder at and mag. 
nifie him in whoſe ſouls he works theſe wonders: 
therefore he faith, O96: +01 
Verſe 16. For ve hath broken the gates of braſs, 
and ſmitten the bars of Tron aſunder. They that are 
delivered by his power, know what' a wonderful 
deliverance it is ; for they:know under what ſtrong 
bonds Satan kept. them priſoners, that they could 
not look up toward Heaven, and pray for:deliver- 
ance; for he madethem believe that. they were of 


the chiefeſt of Gods ſervants; they knew not them- 


ſelves to be the childref of Satan, and ſervants of 
Sin, as the Few: boaſted they 'were never 1n bon- 
dage to any; but when ſome of them were/pricked 
in their hearts at'the preaching of Perer, they cried 
out, Men and Brethren; what ſball we do to be ſaved? 
when fear of Hell comes upon them, their own 
Conſcience awaked, a thouſand witnefles, teſtify- 
ing their numberleſs and grievous. ſins, and the 
Law declaring the juſt Judgments of God againll 
them in his wrath and fierce indignation, and their 
. hearts found guilty, and their mouth ſtopt, that 
there is no excuſe found, O then how comfortable 
will it be to hear of a Saviour, and when God hati 
appeared in Jeſus, pardoning their fins, enlight- 
ning their blind minds, fanCtifying their ſouls, 
renewing their hearts, giving their ſouls aſll- 
rance of ſalvation, O what wonders are theſe 


that he hath done for their fouls! he hath hy 
the 
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the gates of braſs, and burſt the bars of iron aſunder, 
ke hath pluckt them out of the horrible pit, out 
of the mire and clay, he hath ſet their feet upon 
a rock, and ordereth their goings, Praiſe, and 
Thankſgiving, Honour , Might , Majeſty , and 
Dominion be unto him for ever. Thus they de- 
clare his. wondroys works , and ſonnd out his 
praiſes for ever, | 


This is the ſecond deſcription of his wonder- 
ful Deliverances, the third follows. 


Verſe 17. Fooliſh men are plagued for their offence, 
ard becauſe of their wickedneſs. Here is the natu- 
ral ſtate of man deſcribed dhe third time ;] the firſt 
to the manifeſting of Gods great Mercy towards all, 
Jews and Gentiles, Profeſſors and prophane , 
through all the quarters of the world, without re- 
ſpect to any for their Religion or conceited Holi- 
nels, he hath choſen ſome throughout the world. 
Tre ſecond was to the manifeſting of Gods great 
power to lead captivity captive, to wit, to over- 
come Satan, that held his ſervants captive under 
bonds of fin and iniquity, as under gates of braſs, 
and bars of Iron, and to deliver his people from 
that thraldom, and bring them into his own ſer- 
vice, which is perfect freedom > This manifeſts 
/Gads wonderful wiſdom in giving true knowledge 
to fooliſh man , by which fooliſhneſs is meant 
the wiſdom of this world , which. is fooliſhneſs 
With God ;, for man thinks by his wifdom to un- 
derſtand the Myſtery of our ſalvation, and. to 
know good and evil, as Satan periwaded our firſt 
Parents, ſo he perſwades the wiſe of the world , 
yea 
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yea all men in natire, that they may by theirs. 
tural wiſdom, or whar they can acquire out of the 
Word of God, and mens interpretation of the 
fame, to know: what is- good for their Soul, and 
todo it, and what is evil, and.to avoid it; by 
God appointed a Cherubim with a ſhaken ſword, 
turning every way to keep the way of the Tree 
of Life , that-man ſhall not enter; he hath hid 
theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, that he 
cannot enter ; therefore this is the offence, the 
great wickedneſs, that man will ſtill be eating of 
the forbidden fruit, he will {till be exaltiog hirhſelf Mz; 
to become like God', knowing good and evil; W:; 
may as Daniel faith, hewiltexalt himſelf above al 
that is called God in heaven and in earth; buphe Wy 
ſhall be abaſed : for theſe fooliſh men, faiththe WM; 
Pfailmiſt, are plagned ; and what is their plague? MW; 
even they are made like a wheel which runneth Mt 


'royad by the hand of theSpinſter all the day long, MR 


and is no further at night ; ſo they toil in the very il 0 


fire all the day long for very vanity , to wit, they IM 


are feeking Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Ze I jr 


from Teacher to Teacher, from one form of Re i G 
ligion to another, and every way they can deviſe i þ: 


all their life long, and never a jot nearer; for I jr 


they never wete humbled nnder the mighty hand I y 


of God, to ſee their folly, as Pa#l exhorts all that I a: 
would be wiſe to become fools that they may i I i 
ttuly wiſe; and thoſe whom God hath choſen, it I n 
will bring them to it; therefore he faith, k 

Verſe 18. Their Soul abhorred all manner of med, ff 
and they were even at deaths door : Here Is the Po i ti 


_ er of Gods own hand; when he pleads with mal WJ I 


according to the Joſtice of his. Law, then " 


n+ Man and betore him ; Fob that concluded to ſtick 
the 


Difficult Texts fn Pſalms: 3og 


to his integrity for ever, was then forced to lay 
his hand on his mouth, and abhor himſelf in Sack- 
oth. ſo theſe that fed their minds with all Da» 
trines and religious Aftings that they could jn- 
rent of themſelves, or learn of others, their Soul 
zbborred it all,, and they were at deaths door; for 
they ſee nothing but Judgment before them, yea 
now they write bitter things againſt themſelves, 
that if any would perſwade them that there is any 
peace or comfort for their ſouls, they ſay, they 
areall liars ; God hath turned bis face from them, 
and their ſoul refuſeth comfort ; yet by his ſecret 
power and great compaſſion they are drawn out to 
pray unto him : Therefore he ſaith, So when they 
cried nnto the Lord in their trouble, he delivered 
them ont of their diſtreſs. This is the efficacy of 
the Miniſtry of John Bapti/?, to bring man to rrue 
Repentance, and ſo to Prayer, and this is the time 
of true Prayer, when man cries our of neceſlity; 
out of diftreſs : its not uſing a ſer time, as morn- 
ing and evening, or the like, as the Seryants of 
God haye done, nor uſing the like words as others 
have done, how godly ſoever ; but when man cries 
n histrouble, the Lord hears and anſwers : other 
praying when man feels no neceſlity of what he 
as, is vain babling and abomirable to God ; and 
then doth man pray in the name of Jeſus, when 
man oppreſt with the burde:i: of his fin, - acknows ! 
ledges that he is ſo ſinful he is not worthy of any | 
Mercy, he is not able to do any good. nor any crea- 
Lure or Created means can help him, thea doth the 
Lord hear the voice of his weeping, then doth he /; 
Teceive Is prayer , as David {aith, and then |. 


goth } : 


3 
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doth he give them preſent relief;therefore he fit 
. Verſe 20. He ſent his word and healed them, and thy 
were ſaved from their deſtru&ion. Here is the wil. 
dom of God, the kving Word, the Lord Jeſus,yhy 
is the wiſdom and power of God unto falvatiay 
to all ; for there is no nawe given whereby men ſhall 
ſaved but the name Feſus ;, this is that Tree of Lif 
whoſe Leaves heal the Maladies of all Nation; 
and this is that Word that healed them ; its not the 
written Word, for that they had before, and 
thought to juſtifie themſelves, and condemn'il 
other forms of Religion by it. This is given to 
all, which is a general Call of God to call alma 
from all their own ways of folly and wickednel 
into his ways of Truthand Righteouſneſs ; butthi 
Call prevails with few ; therefore its written, 
Many are called, but few are choſen; but towhon 
he ſends this living Word , the Lord Jeſus, te 
heals them, and they are ſaved from their deſtry 
tion ; tor theſe are the elect vr choſen onesd 
God, of whom it is written , Whom he hath calkd, 
them he hath ſanitified, juſtified aud glorified ; ot 
heloves them to the end : and as Jeſus is the At- 
thor of Faith, ſo he is the Finiſher of Faith ; and 
as he is the beginner, ſo he is the perfecter of eve 
ry good word and work, unto the praiſe and glon 
of the Father; ſo they are kept by { him wiv 
is the power of God unto ſalvation : therefore 
he fairh, & 
Verſe 21. O that men would praiſe the Lord for 
goodneſs, and declare the wonders that he doth forth 
Children of men; Here is manifeſt that as Gods Ji- 
ſtice manifeſted againſt Sin by his Law , and mats 
miſery through the fame ,, calls him to true Re- 
pentance 
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pentance and Prayer, ſo Gods Mercy through Je” 
{us, pardoning ſin, and healing his ſoul, calls him 
to rejoyce in the Lord, and give him true praiſes z 
therefore here js the time and occaſion of praiſes , 
the carnal minded man praiſes God forLife and 
Health.,, Wealth and Riches, pleaſures, Pro- 
fits, Honours, Fair Weather in Summer, ſea- 
ſonable ſhowers in the Spring, and whatever 
anſwers his deſires for this preſent life. all for 
back and belly, the foul lics hunger-ſtarved : The 
Hypocrite praiſes God for his Form of Religion, 
and his performance of all his Duties, as he calls 
them, as that he faſts, and prays, and pays Tithes, 
<> MW &c. and for Election, Redemption, and the like 
hilly Benefits we have by Chriſt, for the Means of Grace, 
1.80 and hope of Glory, things he hath heard or read 
onW of, but never wrought in him, and ſo-his Soul is de- 
he luded ; but the man of God praiſes his Name for 
r1-W that mighty work of his, whereby he is made of a 
of Sinner a Son of God; as David faith, Come, and ' 
8 1 will ſhew thee what God hath done for my Soul : and 
for 2gain, Prasſe the Lord, O my Soul, who forgiveth all 

i hy ſins, healeth all thy infirmities, ſaveth thy life 
nom from deſtruftion, crowneth thee with mercy and loving 
1-7 kindneſs, felleth thy mouth with good things ;, and this 
No 15 that which every ſoul ſhould be continually ex- 
ho erctſedin;T heſe are the wonders of the Lord which 
KY they ſhould declare to their poſterity, as the Lord 
y by Meſes commanded ] ſrael,to declare every mwn nn- 
wll to his Son,and his ſons to the generation following ;, yea 
« W this ſhould be every ſoulsdelight;therefore he ſaith, 
U- Verſe 22. That they would offer anto him the ſacri- 
Fl fie of Thanksgsving , and tell out his works with glad- 
- 7s: This is the Sacrifice- figured out by the =_ 
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will offering ; for this js the time whea man will dg 
whateyer he canin way of thankfulneſs roGgd, 
. whatever may ſet forth the joyfulneſs of his mind; 
now he wonld gladly be jn company with them tha 
can receive the Teſtimonies of Gods great goog. 
neſs, or elſe he yould be fzr from the ſociety of gf 
men that he might either ſpeak out the loviy 

kindneſs of Ggd tothe comfort of others, or found 
out Allelyjah to the Loxd in ſecret for all thg 
comforts that he hath received. 59 either goes 


of God, with the voice of praiſe and thanksgjving, 
among ſuch as keep Holy Day, as Devid, or elle 
he wiſhes with him, that he had the wings ofy 
dove that he might fly into a ſolitary place, toſi 
meditating the praiſes of God, where none ſhould 
interrupt hjm. | 


Thu ends the 3d. dſeriprien of Gedegree d-liverance 


Verſe 21, 824. They that go. down to the ſegin 


Ships and gecupie their buſineſs tn great waters , Theſe 


wen ſee the works of the Lord end his wopeers mthe 
geep. Here the Pfalmift (erceth forth man in his a 
ral eſtate, and the great deliverance of God by z 
plain fimilitude, as if. he ſhould ſay, Man unrege- 
nerate is like the Merchant adventurer,that hazards 
life and allito get worldly wealth ; fo far is maps 
mind and his hearts defire alienated from ke 


life into the deep Sca, and xun in danger of deati 
night & day 0 attain riches & honour ampps hte 
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59 (48 $0/omn faith) He riſ.s early and lies down Lite 
ind'6ars the bread of carefulineſs ; yea the Luſt of his 
mind blinds bis Reaſon fo much; that thoushr He 
hath neither Sort nor D-veliter,_yet- 1s there no 
id of his Labours;yea many atc fo much afraid of 
raſting ther ſtore, or hinderin? the increaſe of ir, 
at they dare not atisfie themtelves ont cf it, thus 
hey {ve in che Worid withovt Ged,ard BuilPMeir 
Neſts.0n the Earth,God is nor in all their thoughts, 
owit, not tnat He i isa beite; Good,or that hecan 
vive them more fatisfying Riches, they often think 
n him with fear -leaſt be ſend hasJudsments ; to 
wit, Sword or Famine, or Peſtilence among them , 
heſe.thoughts rerrifie them which ſets out rteir 
lindneſs and l2oorance of God ; but this cf the 
ea ſets it out much more, for through Covetouſe 
ſs they are ſo blinded, that they ga her sI] their 
Treaſure and adventureall ro-the Raging flouds ; 
here in one Hour al! may be Loſt, and they their 
mivesand children left to mitery ; and chongh they 
& divers taſte of ſo bitter misfortunes, yet they 
recatried our ſj] to Adventure all, and now are 
hey forced to fee-(thar which they regarded nor) 
renthe works of the Lord, and his wonders in the 
ep, and what are they : ? ever »5 f Mlowerh | 
Verſe 26, 29 For at his nordthe fformy Wind ari- 
th, which [irr-th u7 tie Wie, thererf They ave Care 
eaup to the (Heater 2nd - 2s 3a: tO _ deep, their 
ou, melteth away ec auſe of trouble, thy Real 10 and 
0 and ſtagg'y like - 6 man: and art at tirir 
it: e:d; Here is the Work of God by Hes juſt 
udgments in his Holy Law holden fo th, in the 
Mnance of this All-zorv, for as menare thus 
lcd upon the Sea, when: they are Hunting at 
» ret 
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338 An Expoſition of the 


terRiches in carele:sneſs and ſecurity, ſo are fin. 
ners when thei. uns are come to be full, that 

Live in c2:<ieſsneſs and forgetfulneſs of God, tha 
in their thoughts they ſit at peace, as lifted upty 
Heaven; then the Lord handing the Law upal 


'them in his fierce indignation numbers up their 


Sins more than the hairs of their head, and heav- 
er.than they are able to bear, then are they caf 


down to Hell, their Soul is filled with anguiſh, and 


then as all in the Shipare ſer to work, and hai 
toy] ina ſtorm, ſo the Sinner ,by the common ni-W, 
niſtry is ſet to work to pleaſe God and quiet hy 
Conſcience, and procure peace and kopes of He; 
ven, and ſo exerciſing all diligence in making 
great ſhow of Repentance, and being inſtant ink 
ſting and praying, and praiſing God, and zealowif. 
againſt all ungodlineſs and ungodly men, (as if Hel 
had never been ſuch a one) and devout in all hi 
ways, he gets a hope that God is reconciled unt 
him, and he is not like other men, (as the Phariſee ſai 
but he doth all things that he ought to do careful 
thus are his thoughts again lifted up to Heavel 
all menare below him ; but then the Lord ſends 


ſecond ſtorm upon him , and as the Sea-men witnh! 


a more grievous Storm comes are Paſt their is 
bours, their toyl will do no good ; they calt all; 
their Goods with their own hands to Lighten th 
Ship, aad they that are travelling to get Riches, 0 
well were they if they could Save their Lives; 9 
when theſe Haughty Sinners Hear a more Sol: 
ſearching Sermon, which condemns all their Rel 
gion as Carnal and Formal, which puft up the: 
hearts with pride; then are they condemned asHYYi 
pocrites that did nothing that was good in cheſigit 


U) 
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of God, but madea fair ſhow to pleafe men,and ta 
get praiſe and Honour among them, then are they 
caſt down to Hell again, wrath and judgment is 
Ply ypon them z then comes in another Form, where- 

ul to Conforming, raiſes their Hopes again, that they 
think they have found out the moſt pure way, 2 
now are become truly Heavenly in all their Works 
and Words, till yet another Form. cafts down ta 
Hell all that the former' Set up; thus Reel they ta 
ul and fro, and ſtagger likea drunken man, and are 

4 zt their wits end, and then when all Help of man 

and Wiſdom of man fayls, then are they conftrained 
10-Fto turn to God, He is the preſent help in the need- 
WI ful time of trouble + And he complains that /raet 

"F would never ſay there is no hope, for while man 


1008 hath any hope by any means, or any helps,he never 


Wtorns to God to Cry for Help, but when he hath 


| bis fought every way that any could diredct, or that 


himſelf could deviſe;then is forced to turn to God 
His firſt Lover ; for if abſolute neceſlity did not 
force him he wauld not ſeek to God; yet ſuch is 
his goodneſs that He continues ſtill a God of love, 
W:od changeth not his loving mind, withdraws not 
hs tender mercies from ſinful Sinners, though they 
ive Rebelled againſt him, though they have Re- 
Wrolted from -him, after that he manifeſted his love 
Foto them ; and therefore he faith- to Hoſea, Go 
1 ve 4 worn beleved of her Husband and yet an Aduts 
Wc1efs according to the Love of God to Tſracl;, there- 
"YI fore Herſaith, | 
Verſe 2:8. Sd when th:y ery unto the Lard in theift 
rauble, be delivereth them out of their diftreſs ; Here 
TY theway of God, where man ends, there He be- 
o 6's; Man will not ceaſe till he be in cxtream mis 


Ul 


. be all confoonded and troubled, but they ſhalbt 


240 An Expoſition the: 
ſery, and that?s the opportunity ' for God to ſhey 
mercy ; as it is written, 77 the fonnt will the Lord 
be ſeen;, to wit, in the Height of-a mans diſtrels 
the Lord will manifeſt His goodneſs; as alſoitis 
ſaid, One depth calleth to ansther,”to wit, the' dep 
of mans affliction and trouble calleth to the depth 
of Gods Love and Compaſſions; ..therefore He 
faith by the Prophet-7/a, Where is my Servant tha 
walketh in darkneſs and bath no'light, let him triift 
the Lord and ſtay bimſelf upon his God, but he tht 
kindl:th a fire ont of his own ſparks, and walkethinith 
light of his own fire, this ſhall he have at my hahdyke 
ſhall ze down tn ſorrow : Therefore Gods work-an 
might and grace and goodnefs are never know, 
till all other ways prove in vain; as it was toJſral 
7udges, and Kings, and Captains all muſt failya 
Prophets and Viſion and all ceaſe, fo that th 
Scepter muſt depart from F«dah; and then will > 
lo come, nay ſee-Wiſdom periſhed: from the prt- 
dent aid Councel from the man of Underſtanding, 
a ſtrange thing, that'a man ſhall be. prudent and 
have no wiſdom, and tobe a man of underflar 
ding and can giveno'Councel', and was it not{o! 
when Herod asked the High Prieſts where Chil 
ſhonld be Born, they could eaſily tell him at Bu ; 
lchem in 7udea, but neither had they wiſdomtt 
know himand receive him when he-.came, muchlel . 
"could they Councelothers to do it ;'.nor yet coll 7 
they ſee His Star and know it; which ſtrangersoll 
of the Eaſt Saw and Knew, and followed {0 
and ſo diligently ; therefore ſhall they with Her 


> & 7 wo is as Ry Ye © Yo oo woos ah. fork ew woo wat. 
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called wiſe men that know His:Star, and ſeek'bi 


from one end of the carth to the others and han 
| 0! 
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found bim, fall: down before him :(though-1t be 
moſt contemPtible, amongſt men) and Worſhip 
F Himalone, and preſent all their Treaſure to hin, 
D even Body,Soul and Spirit,to rejoyce in him alone, 
" and they ſhall - return another, way:, for. asithey 
knew-not the Star which Led them'to Him, f6;ſhall 
they.not find -out. the wav -wherein they live that 
hy Wy 4c ſcen him and believed in him ;: Conſider.naw 
Mit ye can know:the wiſe -mengof the Eaſt, for-they 
#6. new-Born, Babes, Born wherce:the Sun riſeth, 
towhom God bath xevealed thys wildom,-which 
fc bath Hd. from .the- wiſe, and -prudentx, ofthe 4: 


ol vorld, for ſuch-is,His ggod; pleaſure ;- and this is 
in his deliverance;of Sinners that-cry,unto Him when 


ol £155 are 1 troyble;: whereby; he delivers them out 
of their diſtreſſes,: even to let gem ſee and/knozy. 
the Star of 7eſus that Leads: them [ftraight to, Him, 
RY even Zohn the Baptiſt 5 that Brings them to-Hun hy 
Woot boaſting Phariſees, but Repenting Sinners;and 
W-therefore He-faithy ! 0 © ws | 

nil /*7/e29. For be maketh the ſtorm to.ceaſe, ſo that 
w" the waves thereof are ftull ,,, when man-comes to Re- 
10 Pentance, the Law: cealeth to threaten. and POUT 
with ut wrath, curſe and condemnation upon him, for 
ll Jeſus appears thac will not: quench the ſoaking 
;t lax,” nor break. the-+bruiſed Reed, and therefore 
lll 701 Baptiſt tells them not of the Judgments of 


{ſl God due unto them becauſe of, their; ſins, but. ſays, . 
ori 549d the Lamb of God that takes away ſin; this word 3 


fff] makes the ſtorm tf ceaſe, -and the raging waves to , 
If > ſtill, for the Prince of Peace is -maniteſtedthat 
jbeſſl Commands both Wind-and'Seaand they obey-hjmy 
nf ie mercies of God are made known to the'Soul, 
that He hath feat forth tize Lord Jeſus out of 
4 Z grcat 


242 An Expoſition of the 
great Love to mankind, in him and through hin 
ro pardon fin and blot out iniquity for hisonn 
names ſake, and hath layd upon them no Burthen, 
that this they ſhoyld do, or that they ſhould nat 
do, but hath with him given them Grace to Pollth 
their'Soul , and to Guide their ways, for bv its ap 
pearing ſaith the Apoſtle, z teacheth to deny all i: 
godlsreſs, and to perform all godlineſs;, and then what 
15a Wanting ? and yet more in him, he hath made 
us Sons, and hath given the ſpirit of his Son into 
. our 'hearts, whereby we rall hin» Our Father, ad 
" know our ſelvesto be his Sons, and honour himaz 
our Father, yea he hath given his Angels charge 
Over us, to keep usin all our ways, and tobtat 
us 19 their hands that we daſh nat our foot agaiti 
the ſtone, for he that hath given unto us theLord 
Jeſus, how ſhall he not with him give us all things 
therefore he requireth nothing of us, but to belle 
in that his Son ; and this he giveth us alſo, fort 
can believe nothing but the Hiſtory which is detl 
red of Him in the Goſpel , how He was Concei 
ved and Born and became man, and lived as #mat 
amongſt men, aud Preached mighty Doctrine, and 
wrought great miracles, and was betrayed; al 
ſuffered a curſed death, and the like ; all whit 
the very devils believe and tremble, and mal) 
men believe and continue in their ſins ; ſome 1! 
Rioting and Drcunkenneſs and the like, others 1l 
Covetouſneſs, Hard-heartedneſs, injuſtice, oppre> 
ſion and the like ; others in pride and ambition and 
all vainglorying;' and Hypocrites Believe at 
make a great ſhew of Zeal and Devotion, and 
king in all the ways of God, 'and all is but tobe 
jcca of men, their Heart is not ſo; they do but 
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ter with their lips and diſſemhle in their donble 
heart ; But to Believe in him, and by Bclieving, 
tobe Implanted in Him, and to abide in Him, and 
He in us, and that we are his ſheep, and know 
His Voice, and follow Him, and not to follow 
Strangers, and that He is the Door of the ſheep- 
fold, and who enters by Him, goes in and out 
and finds paſture, and who they are that go in be- 
fore him, or climb vp another way. aud that He 
js the true Shepherd, and calleth His own ſheep 
by name, what that Name is, or how He Calleth 
them; and that He is the true Vine, and We bran- 
ches implanted into Him by the Father, and how 
me bear fruit by Him, and cannot bear fruit with- 
ont Him, and the like ; a thouſand glorions mani- 
ſeſtations of Gods grace and Love to man through 
Him ; as how He is a Fountain Sealed, and alſo a 


Fountain opened for Sin and for Iniquity ; all theſe 


aremyſteries hid from the wiſe and prudent ; the 
Cherubjm with that Sword of God keeps the way 
ofthe Tree of Life ſtill, the Law and Teſtimony 
1s bound up and Sealed among his Diſciples, who 
are not taught by Prieſts,nor Parents,nor Brothers, 
nor Neighbours, but are all Sons of Son and are 
Taught of God; and by that Teaching they Be- 
leve and know all theſe things, and are fild with 

joy and peace in Believing ; therefore he ſaith, 
Verſe 30. Then are they Glad becauſe they be at 
ſt, and ſo he bringeth them into the Hcvenwhere 
they would be ; Thus by the Law is man layd under 
Curſe and Death, the wrath and fierce indignati- 
oand juſt Judgment of God 22ainfſt ſin, poured 
out upon him by Febz Bapriſ#;, He is brought to 
unfeigned ſorrow for ſin, true and hearty Repen- 
| Y 4 tance, 
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Tarccy. under ting Law 1s deipair and crying 
Hiiis and Mountains to Hide chear f,om rhe wah 
of God; u:der Foha are me brou.,ht uni; » Hops 
the Son of God aud pardon of fin by Hzm mainfeſh 
ed; By Chriſt the work is wrouy 'T, Satay tha 
ſtrong one is caſt out, and {yoyled «ot his Armour, 
and all His Works deſire; ed, even every mange 
of Iniquity, the Tares that He hath fown, in thy 
field of God, to wir, in the hearts of His Elet 
are burnt, for he wafheth and, w rinceth them, "till 
he have left BO (pot. wrinkle, nor blemiſh \ inthem, 
He purgeth thei 5:1]; hey: 2e ceaner than glaſs, and 
he waſheth them till they be w,-iter than fnow Al 
thele things he doth unto them, and: doth not for- 
get them, for he lath ſec them as a ſignet on ds 
Bicſt, and bound them as a Scal to his Army.He 
that touche th them, touchet!z even . the Appleat 
his cie ; He reproveth Kings for their Sakes, Lgrr 
fore he faith. | 
* Perſe 31. O that men. od So of os Praiſe th 
Lord for his c004;.efs, and declare the wonder that; 
axunky the Coeldrenef men; Here the. Plaimiil and 
Every one tha. hath. 1 aſted how, ggagious God iy 
vould have all men to Praiie the Lord with themy 
they wou'd heve all ro underſtand:that it is He or 
ly from whom all goodvels. doth proceed, 45. Lau 
aith, Je is he in whom we live ,, 7108 4 aid ba on 
Being. and that all Ecjljs fcem our: ſelves asthe 
voy fa ih | Wy iN [ca, O Iſcacl tby. Mefroie 
by ff, thy Salvais.: 'F by me. [EN Wu 'L d 
acrlts d that ihe 890ancls of tie LG $6 } 
Ing great, ang his nercy ab{clute free, when Hf 
know how much 1 SOQAUElS he Þ edn Qut upon {oj 


Me! end hates! hen They are cad i 10 ſins, and; 4s 
ic 
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wies to God; this is even-:the Sum ofall the Scrip- 
tures, to declare how evil the Sons of men are, as 
David ſheweth, "Pſal 14. How they are'corrupt and 
wick: d in all their parts and powers, and Abiiſirs and 
Cirrupters) of all rhe goud creatures of God, perverters 
if all his Ordinances, ſo that they turn the:wery*riuth' 
of God into @ Lye ; and'to manifeſt! how: good and 
Gracious , -merdifuli'and loying, God'iis toman ; 
but man ſeesmeither of theſe; : he is trakenup with 
ſich an Adnuring of his own/Goodneſs.Righteouſf 
vets and Wiſdom, that: he'fteights ortighely:Re- 
z2ards, whatabundant Goodneſs God" daily +pours” 
out upon many: and for thereeneſs of His Orace* 
be-will no way: receive-it;: He:thinks' he:can,'and* 
bis WM doth-pleate God ſo well; that He beſtows His grace 
He WY on him for 4hat;;bur they>that are Redeemed from 
of MW Satan and, freed from Sincby him, even when they. 
6 Ml by:in Bond2geand-ſogreat: Captivity, a$-the Þri-! 
MW fojer under Gates.of Braſs and Bars of Tron; torwit 
th; WF when they could:do. nothing but either iniquity. or 
kW Hypocrifie, when: their Sins are freely fargwwen ;, | 
nd W and their Souls ſet ar hberty,and their-Hearts re-' 
i, aewed, and their mindgi enlarged, ' in the fear of 
n, MW God, then: 'they:;Shout ont his praiſes. and would 
WI have them declared amongfl:all:men:,: Therefore ke. 
lM (oth, 4m} Seafood vo 30 01 fft anode 
nr WW - cr ſe 32.1 Thet they.would't alt him inthe Cingre- 
«100% of the People, adpraiſe him in the Stat of the 
of Eldess ; Luoigis the Work: of God that gives: man 
a anew heart,, which is not Self-loving, .asþby/natare' 
6: £/þath been, bur js-cxuly charitable notſeeking 
5. 4s 09 good, but: the .goodi of others ; a5 Gbd 
ul W would have all: men to be&ySaved; :ſo:rie Believer: 
© Fold hays the graciqus -patlneſs ot God declared 
Ws: ..- amongit 


346 An Erpoſitton of the 
amoneſt all forts of people, High and Low, Rich 
and Poor, Near and Far off, Profeſſor and Pro. 
fane, and that by them that have experience of it, 
that ſo they might prevail with men by the powers 
fulnefs of the Truth. As David faith, Come and 1 
wall ſhew you what God hath done for my Soul; thathp 
every Miniſter ſhould be a man of Sorrows and ac- 
quainted with-griefs,: as the Lord Jeſus the High 
Prieft of our Profeſſion was, that, he might bes 
ble to comfort others with the comforts wherewith 
he hath been comforted ;, that the wondrous works 
of God might be Preached in the Congregation'of 
the people, that the people might not be gathered 
together to Hear vain and unprofitable Hiſtories, 
old Wives Fables, or Genealogies, or mens -Opis 
nions,. or mens Doings, or what they ought tods, 
who can do nothing that is Good, or well-plea- 
ſing toGod, but that the wondrous works. of God 
might be declared amongſt them, even how He 
hath brought men out of Security and careleſsnels, 
that cryed Peace, Peace, to their Souls, thouph 
they walked in the ways of their own hearts, and 
Bleſſed themſelves in the multitude of their riches, 
or lived in voluptuouſneſs, that ſate down to eat 
and drink and roſe up to play ; even how the Lord 
_ awakens them, not by teaching them, that if they 
Obey 'His Laws they ſhall be Blefſed.. but by Han- 
ding his Law upon them, ſoas to make them know 
themſelves to be grievous ſinners. : Rebels againlf 
God, whothave caſt off God and his word and ts 
fear, and choſen to themſelves pleaſures of the 
fleſh, vain and fooliſh delights, or the uncertain 
Riches of chis World, or the Praiſes or Honour 
of men, whoſe breath is in their noſtrils, - 
| | VO * 
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whoſe Kife and Glory is cut off in a moment, that 
all theſe that have forſaken the everlaſting mercies 
of God, and followed after tying vanities, may by 
His Law be deliver*d upon theit Souls in Thunder 
and Lightning, and Earth-quakes, as it was upon 
Mount Sizai, may know.the Terrors of the Al- 
mighty, that the Law of God may be exalted and 
made Honourable, and* every thought of mans 
Heart brought to Judgment, till the [niquities of 
his heels go over his head, even the leaſt ſin that 
He hath committed be aggravated, fo that it 1s a 
burthen too heavy ſor him to bear.; that his mouth 
may be ſtopped, to wit, that he .can'find no excuſe 
at all, that his Heart be found guilty in all man- 
ner of Iniquity, that he condemn Himſelf, and 
juſtifie the Judgments of God againſt himſelf, as 
David did Pal. 51. And when the Lord hath caft 
man down to death by his Law, how he faith again, 
Return ye Children of men; to wit, How he raiſetty 
S, ff them to Life and Comfort by the Gofpel;-How he 
n I bringeth the hard impenicent heart to trueand un- 
d I feizned Repentance, by the Doctrine and Bap- 
SW fifin of Fob, and how they are made Heirs of E- 
t WW ternal Life by the Doctrine and Baptiſm of Jeſus; 
d I theſeare the works of God, the Teſtimonies that 
Jelus gave that He is Chriſt, as He anſweredto 
the Meſſengers of Fohn Baptiſt , The Blind, even the 
Born blind, receive fight, to wit, man that 1s born of 
4 woman 35 ſo vaid of nnderſtanding that he knows not 
the things of Gud till he be implanted into Feſns, and 
then alſo the deaf hear : to wit, man by nature can- 
not Hear the word of God, but according to his 
own conceits, whereby he perverts it and turns 
the Truth into a Lye, until the Lord Jeſus hy 
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his ear, and turn his Heart to Diſciplinephdd they 
alſo'the dumb ſpeak 43-ro-wit, man 'canhot ſpeak 
the Praifesof God bur he is praifingihis Idels,cyen 
his wifdbmi' when He hath no- wetdom,- burcarnd 
ſenſual and deviliſh, His'Righteas!neſs;when'ibis 
as filthy as a menſiroous  cloaths;! His: ſtrength, 
when 'He'is dead inifin,. 10- that he:can:do nothing 
bur Commitr Iniquity-or2Hepocrifie'z: His Praying 
when! he-preys to noting;but the: Idol-of his ow 
Heart;'a'Corceit [that he hath of God. and Chriſt; 
whenhe knows not:Gad, becauſe the - believes nat 
in:Jeſus to Salvation; who only ,makes the Father 
known to'the Souls :of:Believers:; andthen alſathe 
Lame walk, even tan. that Satan- hath bound in 
Bonds and Feiters of iniquity, . is Þy faith in Jelus 
made {ound (asthe Lame man Healed by Peter.add 
Fames.).<toi leap andrejoyce. in the:Praiſes of God, 
whereby :his |Heart.|is,enlarged to Runthe waysgf 
GodsCommantdments ; and.herebyalſo the Barra 
Womb 'receiveih ſtrength.to. bear: Children; even 
man: that. ws wickgd 1 all his;conceits; hath his 
mind enalizatened; that Hes may:be able withal 
Saints ta C&mprehend the; heigt hand breadth afd 
depth and: lenguhþ and; to know:'that, Love that 
paſſeth knowledg,othat'his Faith' working by.Love 
may fulfill alt the-Commandments of God throwpi 
Jeſus: therefore he ſ4ith,.”. 1 1, 41 
Verſe33,34. Witch turneth' the fjouds intaa Wik 
derneſs, aut dryeth up the Water-ſprings ;, A fruitfm. 
Land maketh. he Barren: fot the michedneſs of thin 
that «well therein ©: T hys.the P/alyift continueth i0 
open; his \mouth tn Paxgbles;;, for. as before Hg it 
forthGods wonderful works of mercy.in his chuyrcll 
even them that live by.:Faith in'Jeſus; So o_ 
2 aravic 
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Parable He ſers forth his: Righteous ,and dreadful 
Judgments upon Hypocrites, even them that-glo- 
Fe i ry.in their owh wiſdom and-righteouſneis, for: they 
nal WI ;n2gine that they bring forth flouds of Righteoul- 
bis cſs, and are like Springs of water, yea like a 
th, froitful field as the Phars/ce '1 Onr Saviours Para, 
7 Wl ble faith, 1 felt often, and pay Tythes of all that T 
"5 IN poſeſs ; and Pant while he was a Fhars/ee , how he 
wn WI ocemed himſelf touching the Righteouſaeſs of the 
iſt, Law blemeleſs,and to outſtrip:all 61s Companions; 
0 WF 2nd this was 1/racl*s zeal to multiply SacriÞces, to 
et WF puild Altars on every green Hill, and under every 
ihe large, Tree, to: Pray 1n the.corners of the ftree:s, - 
Fi and the like ; till the Lord abhorred their Sacrifices 
1s WJ 2nd-His Soul-Loathed their-Burnt cfferings and ſo 
0d gave them into the band of their enemies to be car- 
d, WF cied into Captivity : So &r zealous men in all 
of WF their ſeveral Forms of Religion, glory one againſt 
UF another, as. the; Phariſees and, Sadducees id, how 
i IN they walk the' right ways of God, O.what glory- 
Is Ing is among them, and multiplying Prayers and 
Praiſes, and boaſting'or Truſting in their keeping. . 
nd Covenant, and their right Order of Receiving the 
Sacrament fitting or kneeling, and their right way 
of Baptizing Children, or men that can give Ac- 
count of their. faith, in their waiting on the true. 
Light, where: is the light that makes themknow 
that they are darkneſs ? and the faith that excludes - 
boaſting ? and. the humility that makes them to 
prefer others,. and not toeſteem of themſelves , 
but to be lowly in their own eies 2 and the Chari- 
ty that teacheth them not to ſeek their own profit 
but the good: of others ? Surely the Lord will be a- 
venged on ſich a people as: this ? as he-is zealous 

| ver 
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over his own people to preferve them and bleſ; 
them, to huild them and eſtabliſh them foreyg: 
ſo will he be zealous againſt theſe his enemiest9 
Confound them and deſtroy them, and root them 
out and give them into the Hand of their Enervies 
even of Satan and all the Principalities and Powers 
of darkneſs. And thishe will do to the Reprobate 
unto their utter Confuſion ; but unto thoſe whom 
he will in mercy Convert, he doth alfo deliver 
them up to Satan for the DeſtruCtion of the feſt, 
that they may learn not to Blaſpheme, and when 
he hath covered their faces with fhame and conf 
ſion that they are aſhamed of their own ways, and 
proftrate themſelves before the Lord crying for 
mercy , and confeſſing their unworthineſs, then 
doth he give them anew heart, and renew a right 
ſpirit within them, to guide them into all the ways 
of truth ; therefore he ſaith, 

Verſe $5. Again, be maketh the Wilderneſs a ſta 
ding water, and water ſprings of a dry ground ; B 
this Parable is Holden forth the operation of the 
Grace of Got in his people, that by nature andin 
all their own wiſdom and Righteouſneſs are like 
the Barren wilderneſs that brings forth nothing but 
Thorns and Briars, or Heath, and Ling, and mobs, 
which all the warmneſs of the Sun, or Suppling 
the pleaſant Spring ſhowers profits not; ſo albthe 
Teaching of the word., the comforts of the Gol- 
pel prevails not-with theſe , they are like wine ſet- 
led-on the Lees that cannot be refined ; but when 
the Grace of Got appears that brings Salvation to 
all, when God puts to his hand, wher be ſays ſeeky 
wy face , then the work muſt go on ; they will an- 
ſwer , Thy face -will we ſeth right early, 1 gi 

mar: 
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makes water-ſprings of a dry ground ; He chnſeth 
not the Righteous and Zealous among men, but he 
brings in the wandring Prodigal, he Converts the 
foful Publican, He calls in the prophane Idola- 
trous Heathen, He reconcileth the worldly minds, 


that live in enmity againſt him, He reveals his 


Son in them, and brings them ont cf darkneſs into 
his marvelous Light, He delivers them from the 
power of Satan and tranſlates. them into the king- 
dom of His dear Son, He writes his Law in their 
hearts and puts his fear into their inward parts, 
that the Law of God is their Souls delight, that 
they meditate therein day and night; His word is 
unto them as pure as filver, and his judgment more 
to be deſired than gold and ſweeter than Honey : 
isnot this to make water-ſprings of a dry ground ? 
But you will fay , that the word muſt be under- 
ſtood according to the Letter, 1t needeth no ſuch 
figurative Expoſition ; the Literal ſenſe-doth plain- 
ly enough ſet. forth the Judgments of God againſt 
the wicked, and his mercies tohis people ; to wit, 
that he maketh a fruitful Land barren for the wic- 
kedneſs of them that dwell therein; and on the 
contrary, He by his Blefling makes the Wider- 
nels a fruitful field and placeth His own people 
there ; that they may build and ſow, and Plant, 
and receive great increaſe,, and he bleſfſeththem, 
and ſuffers not their cattel to decreaſe; it's mani- 
feft theſe words are ſpoken of temporal Bleſlings. 
O this pleaſeth you well that you may be account- 
ed the people of God, and all the Riches and Ho- 
nours that you catch with your greedy Hunting af- 
ter them , may be accounted the bleſſings of God 


upon you ;, you like not the Teſtimony of Jeſus to 


his 


bis Diſciples, yer ſhall be hated'and reviled and evit 
ſpoken of by all m:n for my. names ſake , yea they ſhall 
think They 'do, God good” Service-when they kill 
you,'- but you had: rather be doing that Service,how' 
eagerly do: you defite they ſhould be kill'd or per- 
ſecuted and puniſh'd ſeverely , or forced to abjure', 
their way of Religion, whom you count Hereticks 
becauſe they are not/itvyour way, and did not thei 
Apoſtle worſhip God in that” way that was accoun- 
ted Hereſje by them that worſhiped God after the 
Letter * Bur know firſt, -that 'the Word of God: 
_ which, is altogether” ſpiritual is ſo ſpoken, as if it; 
concerned temporal and literal things. that upon 
all the glory there maybe. a defence ;, that the law: 
and teſtimony of God' may be Sealed among His! 
Diiciples, and hid from the wiſe of the world, that: 
neither eje can ſee, norear can hear, nor heart call 
perceive the manifeſtations ofGods love to his peo- 
ple; as when the Diſciples asked -Jeſus why He! 
did expound all things to them. and ſpake to others 
in Parables ? He anſwered, 'becauſe' to you it is g& 
ven 10 know the myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but he ſpake to others in-Parables;' that even as 
the Idols have eyes and ſee not,-ears and hear noty. 
&c. ſoarethey that make them, and all that fall: 
down and worſhip them; So all-that underſtand! 
the word of God after the Letter are makers and: 
worſhipers of Idols, for the word of God is alto-! 
gether ſpiritual, fori God is a Spirit as our Saviour: 


teacheth, and therefore. muſt be worſhiped in {Pt , 


rit, and the'greate(t part of his worſhip is the) 
Hearing, Believing and underſtanding his word: 
aright.. | | 7%) 
Secondly, Know this that when he bath tonnes 
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the barren wilderneſs: into a fruitful field, he gi- 
veth it not to the Rich er Wile, for they are full, 
and them he ſends empty away; they have Wives,and 
Farms, and Oxen, to delight themſelves in, they 
muſt not taſte of his Supper ; therefore he'aith, 
Yer. 36, 37, 38. Ad there he ſetteth the bungry, 
that they may Build them a City to dwell in, that the 
may ſow the L ard and Plant Vineyards to yield them 
fruts of mcre ſe he bleſſeth them ſo that they mults- 


 M 


n 

© WW py excerdirgly , and ſuffercth not their Catte! to de- 

1 Worſe; Here 1s the Servants of God deſcribed by 

t; WW this word Hungpry, as our Saviour teacheth, Bl:ſ- 

0: Wl [cd are they that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs 

vi MW for they ſh. H be ſatisfied, with what ? with the fate . 
s! Ws of thy Houſe ſaith David;, And is that carthly 

ti {Wtcaporal things ?2* or what is the fatneſs of God's 

a! MWHouſe ? It's not Corn and Wine, 7's the light of 

> Wi) Conntenarce, faith he ;, ſo that it's not as men 


e: MWConceive , they that are Righteous, but irs they 
's' Withat want it and Hunger efrer- it, they who are 
#| Woppreſled and overladen with tkeir fins, that muſt 
| Wor caſed and refreſhed, they that thirſt and have 
n0 money, that muſt have wine and milk with- 


t;> Mout money and without price ; whether is it wine 

ll: Wod milk they muſt have ? or is this figuratively 

d Wpoken ? But theſe Hungry ones muſt build them 
there a City to dwell in, is not this ſtrange ? that 


tey have not food for the belly, and have money 
nough to Build with, and that a whole City ? But 
"Wi ve inquire what is this City ? the Apoſtle faith 
1e) WPuldyour ſelves upon your moſt holy faith; Here is the 
rd Fity, the fatneſs of the Houle of God ; here the 
111 Wngry teed and are ſatisfied, for the life they live 
xd; WW" the fleſh is by the faith of Jeſus, for He is the 
16 | | Ps fatneſs 
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fatneſs of Gods Houſe, for :t pieaſed the Fathy 
that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell , He ts breadtothy 
hungry, and drink to the thirſty, even the true bread 
that came down from heaven, and giveth life toth 
World; and he is the true drink, even the water l | 
Life, which whoſoever drinketh ſhall thirſt no mae; 
Is not this man bleſſed of God ? doth He not mul. 
tiply exceedingly , who goes through thevaledf 
miſery and uſeth it for a well, and his Poolsar 
filled with water ? ſo he walks from ſtrengthto 
ſtrength and appeareth to the God of Godsin5 
0n;, doth not he ſow to the Spirit and reap life evels 
ſting ? when they that ſow to the fleſh reap corruptin! 
Dothnot he plant a Vineyard that yields fruits f 
Increaſe ? to wit, 4s #ot. he planted mnto FeſW th 
true Vine, that be may bring forth fruit abundantly,l 
without whom he can do nothing ? Ts not this the frut 
of the true Vine ?. whereof our Saviour would avi 
720 more ,, tit he drank, it new with his- Diſciples int 
Fathers Kingdom? Ts not the' Fathers Kingdom Chr 
raigning inthe Souls of his people ? Ts it not new tothi 
that have lived in the old man ? to wit, in the fleſh, 
and: have not known Chriſt, but after the fleſh, and" 
the elaneſs of the Letter? Doth his Cattel decrtil 
when his Kine give milk, abundantly, and his Oxen 
Prong to Labour ? for by faith in. Chriſt heis fed 
babe with milk, and as a man with ſtronger meat ; I 
like Iſrael's Manna , for as they that gathered lit 
had 10 want, and they that gathered much had none 
wer, ſo aretheſe hungry ones fed with true milk andh 
rey, the. fruits of the heavenly Canaan ; where 
both High and low, Rich and poor, young 
old, are filled with the praiſes of God, .and 
Land is Plowed by the Holy Spirit of God , T 
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turns over the Fallow-ground of his heart, and his 
Angels weed out all the Tares, Thorns,: Bryars, 
and whatever grows therein, ſave the good word 
of God; that he may ſow in tears, and reapin joy y 

when he ſows nothing but the lighs and groans - 
ofan afflifted heart, a wounded Soul, and a 'brui- 
ſd Spirit, but. he reaps precious Corn; the righ- 
teouſneſs of faith, and is filled with joy and peace 
in believing, but he lives not always 11 this peace ; 
he is lhe the Lilly among Thorns, he hath enemies 
within and without ; Satan deſires to winnow Him 
as Wheat, the World hates him, therefore it's 
farther teſtified. 

Verſe 39, 40, 41. And again, When thry are mi- 
niſhed and brought low through oppreſſion, through any 

"Plague or T: ie, though he ſuffer them to be evil in- 
treated through Tyrants, and let them mander ont of 
the way, in the wilderneſs, yet helpeth he the poor out of 
miſery, and maketh him Honſholds like a flock of ſheep. 
Here's the defertions of God, when God leaveth 
his people unto the will of the enemy, under the 
ower of Tyrants, to ſuffer Plague and 'Trouble z 
ere 1s the tryal of Faith, the fiery Tryal that 
comes upon all, ſaith the Apoſtle, to try whether 
they can believe though they ſee no help nor helper ;, as 
our Saviour faith, Bleſſed is be that hath not ſeen,and 
yet bath believed ;, And again, yet 4 little while and 
Ye ſhall nat ſee me, for 1 go tothe Father, and where [ 
an, thither ye cannot ' come;, And when Gods pre- 
ſence is withdrawn,then the Enemy prevails,yea all 
the Enemies of mans Soul ; Satan overthrows His 
Faith, and drives him to wiſdom and zeal, to joyn 
ſomething or other with Chriſt. The world pre- 
valls either to draw him with fair promiſes, or 

2 - terrify- 
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terrifying him with threats and frowns fo ſeek for 
the Help or Favour of man ; The Fleſhalluresy 
fatisfie the mind with Lufts and pleaſures, farþet. 


ting the joy and pleaſures that are in the preſence 
and right hand of God; So hard it :is with man ty 


ſtand faſt in the Faith , if God be not preſent ty 
uphold him continually, and to ſubdue his Ene 
ies, therefore doſes and all 7/rael prayed ever 
morning. for God to goout with them, to ſubdye 


their Enemies before them ; andevery night to r- 


turn and reſt with them, that they might reſt in 
peace under his pretection. | | 
This is the Wilderneſs men wander in out of the 
way.of God, to. wit, from Faith in Jeſus ; for 
#5 the way, and when men live not -in bim by faith, 
they wander in e wilderneſs, even ſeeking to pleaſ 
God by their wifdom, and righteouineſs and zeal 
and to live in the world by their cark and care,and 
to fatisfie their ſouls with fleſhly pleaſures and & 
tights, but all light ſhort, for God is well pleaſe! 
with Jeſus only ; when the Sinner cries out my fits 
are great and exceeding many, But I believe 0 
Lord thou wilt pardon them all through Jeſus,Lof 
God of mercies, Have mercy upon me for Jeſs 
Sake; The Lord Hears the voice of his afflided 
Spirit, and receives him graciouſly: The Bod 
muſt be- preſerved and maintained with Food and 
Raiment, but mans cark and care cannot obtai 
this, without the Hand or Bleſſing of God upd 
his Labours; Sword and Peſtilence, Thieves and 
Robbers, Storms and Tempeſts, are Meſſengers 
of God, tolet him know, that as He hath gia 
. him all things liberally to enjoy of his own good 


pleaſure, ſo He can take them away in an infant, 
2 
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all thingsof the Earth yield notbing to man, but wa- 
nity and vexation of fpirit ;\ as Selomon ſaith, The 
miad of man muſt have content, but all that the 
eie ſees, the ear hears, and the heart conceives 

cannot give content ; theſe are not the things God 
hath layd up for them that love him, theſe are not 
the joys and pleaſures that are at his right Hand ; 
therefore though He thus let Tyrants oppreſs 
them, yet he will look upon their poor ſouls, when 
they cry unto him in their Trouble; for he left 
them for a very little moment in his difpleaſtre, 
or for the tryal of their Faith, or the exerciſe of 
their patience; yet with everlaſting mercies will 


and make them Houſholds like a flock of ſheep; as by 
our Saviours Parable, the Father he ped h:s prodigal 
Son out of miſery, for he ſatisfied his hunger with true 
bread, bread of the Fathers houſe, brea1 that cumes 
dew from Heaven and gives life ro the World, and 
kid for him the fatted Calf, ad did tike his flthy 
Garments from bim, and «rrayed him with Wrdaing- 
garments, even the Righteouſneſs of Teſms, and baih 
put on him the Wedding gold Ring, and hath eſponſcd 
bim to himſelf in faithfulneſs and everliſtine compaſſt- 
0s; So is He of his Houſhold, and 1s no more a 
ſtranger but of the Family of God, whoare like a 
kock of ſheep, which come up irom the waſhing , 
every one beareth Twins, and none is barren a- 
mong thenz,*for they are come out of the great tri- 
bulation,and have their garments waſhed and made 
White in the bloud of the Lamb, even the Lord Je- 
ins, throvgh whom they are made fruitful, to hear 
every one T'wins ; ever mortification of the fleſh,and 
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he ceturn unto them and help them out of miſery, 


Janiification of the ſpirit , as the Apoltle ſaith ; 7f 
| "4" Chriſt 
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Chriſt be tn you , the body is dead becauſe of ſin, anl 


the ſpi.it is Life for righteouſneſs ſake ; which two, 
Compleat the Righteouſneſs of Saints, wherein 
they declare how they are delivered out of all their 
diſtreſſes, and that'by the free mercies of God, and 
therefore their month is filld with his Praiſes, and 
their Tonpues neveri.ceaſe to tell of his wondroy 
=2-rqah therefore the Pſalmiſt for a Concluſion 
Aith, 

Verſe 42,43. The Righteous will conſider this ani 
Rejoyce, | and the mouth of all wickedneſs ſhall be jtopped; 
whoſo is wiſe will ponder theſe things, and they ſud 
underſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord. Thisi 
both the Righteonineſs and the Wiſdom, of the 
Servants of God, even to Conſider and Ponder this 
loving kindneſs, theſe tender mercies, theſe wor- 
derful works, theſe gracious deliverances of God; 
and herein they rejoyce, and the mouth of all wicked 
neſs is ſtopped; to wit, of their own wickednels, not 
of other mens ; for no mans wickednels is ſtopped 
but by theſe deliverances, therefore the truth faith, 
let the unrighteous be unrighteous ſiill, but let the Chil 
dren of God walk wiſely, towards them that are with- 
out, and ſhine as lights in the midſt of a crooked /and 
perverſe Generation ;, and never expect tolive but# 
mongſt Drunkards,and Whoremongers, and prout 
Boaſters, and Covetous, Oppreſſours, and thieves, 
and Revellers, and Hateful Perſecutors of all that 
wait for the Lord Jeſus and -His appearance ; Lt 
Millenaries or other-zcalous Profeſſors look for tie 
- Raigning of Chriſt with his Saints upon the earti 
a thouſand years, or that as there is a Churchmr 
litant, ſo there ſhall be a Church Triumphant vp: 


on the Earth ; but the Saints Believe in Jeſus - 
whe 
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when he comes it ſhall he 2s in the days of Noah , 
men eating and drinking, marrying.an@ Giving in 
marriage, all ſeeking the ſatisfying of their luſtful 
minds; yet doth Chriſt Raign with his Saints, and 
in his Saints a thouſand years upon the Earth, for 
ifhe Raign in a Saint but one day, it is as a thou- 
ſand years, and if he Raign a thouſand years, it is 
but as one day with the Lord; and the Church 
doth Raign with Chriſt, and 'are Triumphant in 
him, for they Triumph that they are militant, even 
that they put onthe whole Armour of God, and 
fight. againſt all the powers of Iniquity in them- 
ſelves ſtill, not in others; Let ochers be Curſing , 
they Bleſs, and when they hate and perſecute, they 
love them and pray for them, for they love their 
enemies; do not theſe triumph over Envy, Ha- 
tred and Malice, that they ſhall have no place in 
their minds, if Satan-and Sin overcome them with 
of WI temptations, they Triumph in Jeſus, over Satan, 
{Wl Sin, Hell,'2nd Judgment, becauſe by him Satan is 
h, MW overcome, Sins are pardoned, and not imputed un» 
il. to them, they are delivered from Hell, and mer- 
4. MW cy Triumphs againſt judgment ; if they be put to 
1» © death for the teſtimony of Jeſus, they Triumph 
+ 8 over Death, for thar it takes but away the Bcdy, 
od MW which is ordain?d ro die, and their Souls ſhall paſs 
MW tirougha temporal death to eternal life z there- 
at i fore they Sing that Triumphant Song, O gdeath. 
ot Ml Phere is thy ſting ? Ograve where it thy viftory ? the 


he MI Sing of death 15 ſin, and the ftrength of ſm is the law, _ 


th I 9 praiſed be God through Feſus he hath Cancell:d the 
i- WY £47, andblorted out that Hand-writing that was a- 
gainſt 14, and taken it out of the way, and he hath a- 
bolifhed death, and brought life and ſalvation to light 
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#n Feſus through the Goſpel. Thus do they Triumph 
in all, for God hath given them viftory through 
the Bloud of the Heavenly Teſtament, and bu, 
them more than Conquerors ; So that neither life 
nar death , nor any other thing, ean ſeparate them from 
the Loveof God whici is in Feſus.; . Bleſſed and pruiſed 
be bs Name fer ever. | | 


Pſfal. 109. AN the deprecations of Daw in 
this Pſalm are againſt the Hypocrites, who conti- 
nually hate and ſpeak evil againſt Jeſus and all his 
Servants with a lyiug. tongue , therefore David 
prays that the Judgments of God may be upon him 
and that his wife may be + widow, meaning by 
his wife Hypocriſie, that he is wedded to, which he 
deſires. may never be owned by any other ; and 
tnat his Children (to wit, all that ſhall be Hypo- 
crites after him) be Vagabonds , ſeeking. their 
bread out of deſolate. places ; to wit, that the 
judgments of God be ſo uponthem, that all the 
conceiis of Holineſs} whicly they fed their Souls 
withal before, may be turn'd into deſolation ; and 
{o he prays that his Fathers wickedneſs be had in 
remembrance ;' ro wit, the wickedneſs of former MW: 
 Hypcerites , becauſe they always 'perſecute the 
Poor and needy, to ſlay the Broken-hearted, in 
whom G5d delights, yea, they peſecuite him, whom 
God hath ſinitten ; and therefore commands all 
his Miaiſters tg Comfort them; therefore David 
prays, that. all dreadful judgments may beupon” 
them till they alſo be poor aad needy, and that it 
is for their Hypocrifie, (which is moſt abominable | 
wickednels$ in the fight of God) that the judgments WW 
_ of God ate upon them, and ſo'be conltrained to 
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turn to the Lord that ſmote thera, to Beg for mer- 
cy.in the day of their diſtreſs: 

Pſal. 110. V erſe 1. The Lord ſaid to my Lord, ſit 
thou at my right hand, till 1 make thy enemies thy foot- 
fool; This is commonly Expounded to be, God ex- 
alting Jeſus for the Converſion of the Gentiles, 
gho were enemies to 7/rae/; but it is to be under- 
ſtood of the Converſion of any finnner, for allare 
enemies to God, and all the ways of true godlineſs 
by nature ; and by Jeſus fitting at the right hand of 
God, ſignifies the Preaching of the Goſpel, glad 
tidings of Gods free grace to pardon ſin,and fandti- 
fe the Sinner 53 whereby the ſinful ſoul is drawn by -. 
Cords of Love, into Love and Unity with God 
through Jeſus; as the left hand is appointed for the 
Veſſels of wrath in the Day of Judgment, and to 
be the Footſtool of Jeſus doth nor ſignifie the ab- 
jeting or trampling the: Soul under foot, but the 
ſubjecting of the flefh and fleſhly mind to the dott- 
rine and power of Grace which is naturally averſe 
to it,and deſirous to eftabliſh mans own righteouſ- 
neſs which is of the Law. FR 

Verſe 2. The Lord ſhall ſend the Rod of thy ſtrength, 
out of Zion, Rule thou in the maſt of thine enemies : 
Zn 1s uſed in Scripture for the Churck or People 
of God ; The Rod of the ſtrength of Jeſus is the. 
great Love of God ; therefore this ſignifies that the 
lame love of God whereby the Church of God is 
gvided, muſt alſo Convert ſinners, and the ſen- 
ing it, is the preaching it; and therefore our Sa- 
viour ſaid, So God loved the world that be gave his © _ 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever Believed in him ſhauld © 
wt periſh, but have cverlaſting life. | | 


Verſe 
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Verſe 3. Thy People ſhall come willingly tn the dg 

of thy power, #n the beauty of holineſs , fromthe wan 

of the morning thou baſt the dew of tby youth ;, The for. 

mer of theſe Teſtimonies is ſpoken to Jeſus, ,andi; 

very plain, that the Love of God, which was the 

cauſe of the ſending of Jeſus, is powerful to make 

his people which were filthy polluted Sinners, to 

come willingly, and that in the beauty of holineſ, 

which is not in performing all their duties as men 

account, and falſe Preachers teach, but it'is with 

broken hearts under ſenſe of fin, hungring and 

thirſting for righteouſneſs, this is the beauty of 
Holineſs with God : The latter Clauſe is ſpokento 
the Church, thou haſithe dew of thy youth from'th 

womb of the morning ;, and by the womb of the mot: 
ning is meant, the Love of God in Jelus, for heis 
the Day-ſtar from whence the day dawns, or light 
ariſeth to every Converted Soul, and: the fame 
makes it fruitful, as the earth is by the mornings 
dew. | ih 
Verſe 4. The Lord bath ſworn ard will not repent, 
thou art a Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſe- 
dech ; Here is the alteration of the Prieſthood from 
the Order of Aaroz: to the Order of Melchiſedech, 
which is Expounded to be King Prieſt and Prophet; 
as Melchiſedech was; and to be firſt King of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and then King of Peace , as the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews declares, and to be the,High Prielt 
of our Profeſſion as Paul calls him, , who went 1n to 
the moſt Holy place once a year with Sacrifice tor 
his own fins, and the ſins of the people : But Jeſus 
ence for all having given up himſelf a Sacrifice for 
the fins of his people, (himſelf being without ſin) 


 Entred into Heayen, and perfected for ever all that 
dn oor come 
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cometoit; to wit, that believe in him, and hath 
layd the way open that every ſinful Sinner may 
without ſacrifice enter in, by the vertue of that 
Sacrifice; but ifthey bring any Sacrifice they fhall 
be ſhut out ; but to be a Prieſt after the Order of 
Melchiſedech , ſignifies yet further , that as Metchi- 
edech met Abraham when he returned from the 
{laughter of the Kings, and gives him Bread and 
wine , ſo Jeſus as King gives the Believers victory 
over the Kings their Enemies, that have conquer?d 
ſo many, even Satan, Sin, and Luſt, furious Kings ; 
and as he is Prieſt, he feeds them with heavenly 
bread that gives Life tothe world, and with new 
wine, even himfelf and his Holy Spirit ; and as 
the Prophet he foretells them all that ſhall be to 
the end of the world, as to the Divine in his Re- 

velations. | 
- Verſe 5. The Lord at thy right band ſhall ſtrike 
through Kings in the day of his wrath ; The Tight 
hand ſtill ſignifies the miniſtry of the Goſpel, where- 
in Gods power is ſo manifeſted againſt fin, that it 
Is called the day of his wrath, but it's wrath againſt 
fin, but grace and mercy and peace to the Sinner; 
and it's faid to ſtrike through, becauſe the Law only 
makes ſin known; but the Goſpel converts, the Law 
convinces the judgment , but the Goſpel converts 
the heart and the affetions, & that in all, Kings eſ- 
cape not,the moſt ſoveraign power muſt yield,when 

that moſt Soveraign Grace' comes from God. 
Verſe 6. He ſnall judg among the Heathen, he ſhall 
fill the places with dead Bodies, he ſhall wound the 
Heads over divers Countries ;, Here is a Prophecy of 
Preaching the Goſpel to the Heathens ; and there 
the places are filled with dead bodies, for the _ 
pe 


- 
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pel always makes known, that the Body is deadiq 
fins, and {oit wounds the heads over diyers Coun- 
tries: Idolatry is the He:id among Heathens, and 
Hypocriſe among Profeſlors, and the Goſpel cuts 
them both down. 

Verſe 7. He ſhall driak.of the Brook in the way,thers 
Fore he ſhall lift up his head; The meat and drink 
of Jeſus zs to do the Fathers will, which is to Convert 
Sinners, and the Brookzn the way, ſignifies the wan- 
dring Souls of men, that are running to and fro,(a 
a Brook doth) not knewing where to find the word 
of Truth, and this exalts him to be the Head of all, 
both high and low, rich and poor, to bring all to 
Salvation. | 

Pſal. 112. Verſe 1. Bleſſed is the man that fearth 
the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his Commandment; . 
Here concerning the fezr of God it is to be under- 
ſtood, not that which ariſeth from the fiery Lay - 
_ of Moſes, which was delivered by ſuch terrible 

Thundering, that it made Moſes toquake, and [/- 
racl to fear to come near God, and deſire Joſe 
to go , and what the Law commands by him they 
would do; but the Lord ſays, 0 that there were ſuch 
a heart in them ;, ſhewing thereby, they had anold 
deceittul heart, which feared nothing but wrath & 
deſtruction ; but this fear is that which the Lord 
that gives his people a new heart, doth engrave 
this fear init; and they fear nothing but God and 
his Goodneſs, as Hoſea faith, and Blefed are they 
that have this fear, for they delight in his Command- 
ments ; not as they are ten or any more, whereby 
the word of God is made Precept upon precept, 
Line upon line, Leſſons Rules and Inſtructions, but 
as all the Commands of God are delivered in Q 

worg, 
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word, as my Sengree me thyheart, or let every one 
that names Jeſus depart from niquity, either of which 
words given to the Soul by love 1n Jeſus, 1s the 
Kingdom of God in man; and like asalittle lea- 
ven leaveneth: three meaſures of meal, 1 it tur- 
neth heart. ſoul ſpirit, mind, will, affections, and 
all unto God, it's like Asſes that would not leave a 
hoof behind , therefore our Saviour teacheth us to 
pray, Thy Kingdors come. | 

Verſe 2, & 3. His ſeed ſhall be wighty npon Earth, 
the Generation of the upright ſhall be bleſſed ; wealth 
azd riches ſhall be in his houſe, his righteouſneſs endu- 
reth for ever. Whereas the P/almiſt ſaith, that the 
man of God ſhall be mighty vpsn earth, and that 
wealth and riches ſhall be in his houſe, it is not to 
be underſtood of earthly might and riches, for 
though fome. of the Servants of God have had 
great riches as Abraham, yet it's but few, but it is 
ſpoken concerning ſpiritual might, wherein they 
are mighty with God, as Abrabam was, and ſpiri- 


tual bleſſings, as the fear cf God, the grace of 


God, and the fruits of the ſpirit, which every true 
Chriſtian enjoys (in ſome meaſure, and fo nnch as 
to.grow thereby:to- the ftatureiof a man in Chriſt, 
and that is enough to fatisfic him fully. | 

Verſe 4. Unto the upright there ariſeth hight in 
darkneſs. This:ſhews that the light of the Soul 
Is not any power in man, nor that man canobtain 


i by any wiſdom or way. of holineſs, nor yet is gi- 


ven to man when: he is born of his mothers womb ; 
to wit, when he cometh into the world, but is gi- 
ven to man, when he is regenerate, and hath layd 
long in darkneſs; to wit, ignorance of God and 
his ways; as 7/aiab faith, The people that ſat in 2 

neſs 


a4 


334 An Cppofitionof the. 
neſs have ſeen @ great light, &c. and Paul faith; yu 
that were ſometime darkneſs, are now light in th 
Lord. | 
Pſal. 113. Verſe 6,97,8. He raiſeth up they 
' - out of the duſt, and lifteth the needy out of the dun. 
bill, that he may ſet him with Princes, even with 
Princes of his people ; He maketh the barren momann 
keep houſe, and to be a joyful mother of children. by 
Poor and needy underſtand , the Soul of man uws- 
der the power of the Law, convinced of his finfil 
condition, that he 1s not able to do or: ſpeak, 
think any thing that is good ; therefore he-liesin; 
miſery as one that lies lame or maimed in the duf” 
or dunghill, and nonecan raiſe him up but God, 
there's his low condition ; and then God ſets hin 
with the Princes of his people, even Believers ; that 
Jeſus hath made kings unto their God, there's their 
high advancement. And by the Barren womani 
the ſame- low condition figured ; and by being a 
joyful mother of children is ſignified, the Believing 
Soul abounding in all the fruits of the Spirit,as lo 
joy, peace, meekneſs, temperance, patience, &c. 
Pſal. 114. Verſe 1. When Iſrael went ont of Eyytt 
the Houſe of Facob from a people of a ſtrange Languaſt 
by the captroity of Iſrael in Egypt , is figured the cap 
tivity of mans Soul under Satan and ſin, therefore 
it is ſaid, that God delivered them by a mighty ham, 
and aſtretched-out Arm ;, to let man know, that no 
thing can ſeparate his heart from ſin, but the migh- 
ty power-of God even Jeſus, for he is the pom 
and wiſdom of God uato Salvation, both toe 
and to Gerrile. 
Here the P/almſt calls Egypt a People of 4 ftranſe 
Language, which 1s to truſt jn their own ſtren a 
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and to praiſe their Idols, to be ignorant of the true 
God and profecute his people; ſo that the true 
Language, which is call'd the Language of Canaar 
even of heavenly Canaan, or Feruſalem from above, 

(which as I have ſhewed before) is the life of faith ; 

the Language of a living faith is to deny our ſelves 

and truſt in Jeſs, ro worſhip God in ſpirit and 

truth, to live in the power of Godlineſs, and to be 

ſeparate from all Forms of Religion. 

 Verſe2. Judah was his Sanftuary and ]ſrael his de- 

ninon; They whom God hath redeemed from fin, 

are his high and holy place, for they are ofa broken 

and contrite heart ; he delights to dwell in them , 

yea he raigns in them, and they delight to dohis 

will. 

Verſe 5. The Sea ſaw it and fled, Fordan was dri- 
ven back ; By Sea and great Rivers and Flouds and 
Waves isalways figured, fin or finfhl men, fo that 
hereby is ſhewed , that by the preſence and domi- 
' tion of God in the Soul, fin is put to flight, and by 

nothing elfe. 

Verſe 4. The mountains skipped like Rams, andthe 
lntle Hills like Lambs ;, By Mountaios and Hills is 
figured , mans high thoughts of his goodneſs and 
holineſs, or his confidence in his own wiſdom and 

' righteouſneſs; all which flies away at the preſence 
of God ; as is ſhewed in the three next verſes; of 
whom he ſaith, 
Verſe 8. Which turneth the Rock znto a ſtanding wa- 
ter, the flint into a fountain of waters;, By Rock and 
Flint is figured mans heart hardned by fin ; and by 
Water and Fountains is ſignified fruitfulneſs ; ſo 
that here is ſhewed, that as God only drives away 
_ allfin,fo he alone makes man fruitful in all the ways 
of righteouſneſs. Pſal. 
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God hath dtalt.beuntifully with thee ;, for thou haſt at 
frem falling. Here's the Souls perfeCt reſt, toceale iM/ 


Pſal. 116. Verſe 3. I love the Lord becauſe by 
heard my voice and my prayers; Here is the firft rif 
of mans love to God ; the ſnares of death compaſſd/ 
ne, the pains of Hell got hold upsw me. By the inaues 
of death is to be underſtood , when man is ſenſible 
of his loſt condition by nature, that he is alto 
tner deadin fin, and therefore is as unable to dg 
any righteouſneſs, as the dead Corps is to do the 
works of a living man ; and by the pains of Hell is 
fignified the wrath of God; and from mans ſence 
of theſe rwo , is the firſt riſe of true and unfeigy. | 
edPrayer; as he faith, 

Verſe 4. Then called 1 upon the name of the Lord; 
O Lord 1 beſeech thee deliver my Soul : This ſhews, 
that a true Chriſtian prays only for things perta i ; 
moe to the Soul; for as to things belonging to. | 
the body, he faith only, Thy will be done; having Wl 
lJearned to want, or to abound , and inevery eſtate 
to be content; and when God hath ſhewed mercy MW. 
unto him, then he faith, | | 

Verſe 5,& $. Return unto thy reſt O my ſoul, jo 


\ Y 
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livered my Soul from death, my eics from tears, myfett 


from all things to the praiſes vfGodzto acknowledy | 
that he hath done all things for him, he hath quick- I 


ned him that. was dead in fin, he hath comforted | 


him that was in ſorrow and affliction becauſe of fig, | 
and hath given his Holy ſpirit to guide him that he 

fall not mto the ways of wickedne(s.anv more. | 
Hence he profeſleth to walk before the Lord, 
(which is having God always in remembrance) 
the Land of the Living, (which is by Faith in Je 
ſus) and to take the cup of Salyation (nc 
eliev 


thee O Fern/alem.). . All which-three :fignifig,only- 


Believe in Jeſus) and. to pay his VOWS, (whichisto 

Pcaiſe him alone, 'and acktawheds: thathealone. 
al this hewill do jo the-preſence gf all his peop 
in the Courts: ofthe Lords: Apa the mi 


kgth. done all thatowas needful for: his. Soul); and, 


to-do. all by faith jul Jeſus, forall;his people;hye by; 
faith; and alſo worſhip God by faith ; to wit, give: 
themſelves bady, ſouLand ſpirit, ſacrifice unto hingz. 


this is the Conrts : of the-Lords Houſe to them, 


here” Sacrifices are 'to.be cffered, and. by Faith. 
they live in that Fer»/alem that comes from above, 
and haye fellowſhip with God the Father,and. with 
QurLord Jeſus; and with the Saints in light.,.'... 
- P[al. 118. Verſe;po0,11, 125 There the F fab 


faying, all Natiens'hgve compaſſed, me about, isa | i= : 


zure of ſin encompaſſing the S081 abour, and.ifi the 
izth. Verſe, he ſaith, Thou haſt thruſt ſore at me that 
Imght fall ; meaning, Satan-with-his many temp+ 
tations; and therefore he faith, - 1» the name of the 

Loraſhall I deſtroy them, for by him alone 3s the wittory 
over Satan and $in. Soin the_i5th. & 16th. Ver=- 
ſes, by the right. hand of the Lord is ſtill figured 
his free grace, or the miniſtry of-the Goſpel, that 
brings glad Tidings of Salvation to mens Souls. -. 

\[Inthe 19 th.and 20 th. By Gates of the Lord, yl 
derſtand, this work of the Lord to deſtroy -hisEne- 
mics, and deliver his Soul by his free Grace, to. cha- 
ſen him, but not to give him to death ; which...is 
the pate of the Lord, whereby all his people enter 
to live with him by Faith. And that he lingeof 
theſe things-he :ſhews in the latter. pare.,of the 
Palm, praiſing God becauſe he is become our.Sa- 
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alt his wiſdom and ways of holineſs whatſoever, 


teſtimonies which God gave unto Jeſus, that nn 
u 
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Verſe 21. to Verſe 27. And hath made that ſham: 
which the Builder refuſed the head of the Corner ; to 
wit, faith in Jeſus; where by Builders underſtand, 
all-fatfe Prophets, falſe Apoſtles, falſe Teachers, 
whoſoever ſet up any thing to be needful for mans. 
Salvztion but Jeſus, or joyn any thing with him; 
for theſe build up man in high conceits of Holj- 
neſs ; but Miniſters of Truth caſt down manand 


that he may be built upon the true Corner-ſtones 
ven the Lord Jeſus, who is the only foundationef 
life, for no man can lay any other , for God him- 
ſelf hath done it, it is his own work and it ismar- 
velous in oureies; our wiſdom cannot comprehend 
it, for God hath hid it from the wife, but itis1 
day of joy and gladneſs to the broken-hearted ſin- 
ner; who then prays to God ro help and profher 
tht work, and praifes his name for Jeſus; and 
through the light that God hath given him,givesup 
himſelf, Body, Soul, and Spirit. to be ſacrificed to 
his Services, even to praiſe him for ever ; as inal 
the concluſion of the Pſalm. p 

Pſal. 119 In this Pſalm it is obſerved that one 
of theſe eight words is in every verſe ; The Ward, , 
the Law, the Teſtimony, the Decrees, the Statwts, 5 
the Commandments, the Precepts, the Fudgments, By i _. 
the Word underſtand, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, the h 
living word:, in whom whoſoever Believeth, 8 I -. 
made a Son of God ;, By the Law underſtand, that W | 
Law of the Spirit of life in Jeſus, which makes Þ I |. 
free from the law of ſin and death ; not the Law of I 
the Ten Commandments, which Jays every mat I |. 
under the curſe ; By Teſtimonies wnderſtand, the. _ 
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bi Son, and that in him alone he is well pleaſed; and 
this giveth wiſdom to the fimple, that every one 
may know, even the moſt fimple , that. God is 
pleaſed with Faith in Chrift and not with the works 
of man; in any way of Religion or Holineſs what- 
ſoever. Decrees and Statutes are both. one, and 
they are great; The firſt Decrec of God is, That 
fleſh and bloud ſhall nct Tnherit the kingdcm of God ;, the 
ſecond is, that all the wiſdom of man ſhall be con- 
founded, and all his righteouſneſs or obedience to 
Gods word is abominable, becauſe they proceed 
from his carnal mind ; 'the third is, that his Law 
fhall make known this finful State, and bring cye- 
ry Soul of his Ele&t under condemnation, curfe and 
death. The fourth is, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhall looſe 
thoſe that are brought under curſe by the Lav, 
from their captivity to fin, and from the curſe of 
the Law, and give them eternat life onely by free 
Grace. So likewife Commandments ;and Precepts 
are both one, and by them underftand the Com- 
mands that God hath given to all concerning Je- 
ſus, firſt that they fhall hear him, ſecondiy that eve- 
ly one thas names Feſus depart from iniquity ;, and 
this gives light to the cies of the mind, that every 
Soul may know, that the true and only obedience 
to God is, to hear Jeſus; to wit, to believe in 
lim for Salvation, that is, for the gift of eternal 
life by free Grace, and that to believe in any other 
or tojoyn their own holineſs or any thing elſe with 
him is iniquiry, By Judgments underſtand , the 
jadpment of the great Whore, as it is called Reve- 
lations the 175th. th wit , Hypocrifie, or mans 
confidence in his own works, which hath made all 
the Kings of the earth drunk with the wine of her 
Aa2 foro 
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fornications; to wit, hath bewitched all Forms of 
Religion to truſt in their own works, and notin 
the living God ; or to joyn ſomething with faith 
in Jeſus ; as the Galatians were bewitched to joyn 
circumciſion and keeping of the Law ; and now 
all Forms are bewitched to joyn works of merit, or 
good endeayours, great zeal, and wiſdom, or c0- 
venant-keeping, right baptizing, right. communi- 
cating, right ſpeaking and acting, as other Holy 
men have done, or the like ; any thing that Jeſus 
may not be all; and therefore this hypocrifieis 
called myſtery, Babylon the great, the mother of 
whoredome, and of all abominations of the earth; 
for ſhe hath been in all Profeſſions of Religions, 
and hath corrupted ajl- Adminiſtrations of God; & 
therefore that Judgments of God be poured upon 
the cainal mind, in which ſhe lives and acts, is to 
the Servants of God ſweeter than- honey, and more 
to be deſired than much fine gold. 

Pſal 120. Verſe 4. Wo 1 me that I remain in Me- 
ſheck, and dwell in the Tents of Kedar 3 This is the 
Complaint of the Soul that finds a continual R- 
ſing of Carnal paſſions, and Luſtful or Earthlyat 
fecttions in his mind; ready to quenchall good mo- 
tions of the Spirit. Þ 5g 

PſeL. 121. Verſe 6. The Sun ſhall not ſmite thee by 
ay, nor the Moon by night ; In this he comforts the 
weak or afflicted Soul, that nothing ſhall witt- 
draw his mind from God, neither the glory of the 
Sun, nor the brightneli of the Moon ; but the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall be his everlaſting light, and his 
God his glory. di ths. 

Pſal. 123. Verſe 4. Our Souls are exceedingly fir 
led with contempt of thoſe that are at eaſe, and wits 

; content 
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obntempt of the proud, This is of Hypocrites, for 
they are ſo proud-of their own conceited Holineſs, 
that they live at eaſe jn carnal Security, put the evil 
day far off, becauſe they eſteem themſelves the 
oaly trne Saints of God. 

Pſal. 124. Here David by the Riſing of many 
Nations againſt Jf-ae/, himſeHK and his people, and 
the Lord giving them victory, even when their E- 
nemies were in all ontward appearance too ſtrong 
for them, figures out-the many ſins and iniquities , 
and enmities that riſe againſt the peace of the ſoul 
againſt which there is no help, but by the free 
grace of God. | LA 

Pfal. 126. Verſe 6. They went forth weeping, bea- 
ring precious ſeed, doubtleſs they ſhall come again with 
joy, and bring their ſheaves ; By weeping underſtand 
Sorrow for {in, ' by precious Seed (an afflicted Soul, 
ora broken - heart) by ſheaves (aſlurance of ever- 
laſting happineſs, 

Pſal. 127. By building a Houſe, watching, a ci- 
ty, riſing early and lying down late, is figured out 
all mans care, diligence and pains , about his own 
lalvation, it?s Jeſus that muſt do afl ; mans wit 1s 
hugely employed to bring ſomething of man into 
the bufineſs ; ſo the Spirit of God in his Servants , 
never ceaſed either by Parables, Similitudes , or 
plain words, to ſet forth the free Grace of God 
In Jeſus doing all for us, and therefore our Saviour 
faith, Search the Scriptures in them ye think,, to have 
everlaſting life; and they bear witne(s of me; and ye 
will not come to me that ye may, have life;, whencel 
Conclude, that Scripture is not rightly expounded, 
that witneſſeth not every man<.concluded under 
ln, that all may be Saved by free Grace, | 
Aa 3 In 
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In the latter part by Children, and the fruigqf 
the womb, is figured the fruits of true Faith which 
work by love ,, of which all theſe Teſtimonies are 
fulfilled, for they are the Heritage of the Lord, the 
1ft of His free grace,and he is happy that abounds 
in them, he ſhall nor be aſhamed, but ſhall be able 
to reſiſt all the Temptations of His enemies, even 
the world, the fieſh, and the devil. But alas, few 
are they in whoſe Children theſe Teſtimonies are 
fulfilled, though taken in aliteral ſenfe. 

P/al. 128. T his Pſalm is wholly Typical though 
it ſeem otherwiſe; firſt underſtand , that thefear 
-of the Lord is the gifr of God, for man by nature 
lives in careleſs ſecurity and forgetfulneſs of God, 
yes ignorance of God, neither can he know God, 
but by the revealing of. Jeſus; neither can heat- 
tain the fear of God , but it*s engraven in his heart 
by the finger of God in the newCovenant of grace; 
therefore thou ſhalt eat the labour of thy hands, light 
fies, thou ſhalr be fatisfied with what thou recei- 
veſt from the free Grace of God (for the Land is 
the receiver) . And by: Wife is figured true faith, 
vhich abounds always in fruits, which are figured 
by Children ; for man and his children are ofthe 
ſame bloud. and fic together at one Table, fed with 
the ſame food; ſo faith and it's fruits are from 
the Love of God and are fed and ſtrengthenedby 
bis mercy ; which is ſignified by that word, ti 
Lord ſhall leſs thee out of Zion ;, which ſhews, that 
all theſe things are ſpoken of ſpiritual Bleſſings 
which belons to the Soul; for by Zr is col 
monly ſignified the Church , to which all ſpiritt- 
al bleſſings belong ; and it is farther confirmedin 
the two laſt verſes: For by Feruſalem is meant, that 
Fernſal:m which is frem above ; and by J/ratiis 
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meant the Elect of God, which are the trne 1ſra- 
:| upon whom is the Goodneſs and Peace of God ; 
for theearthly Fernſalem and J/rael after the fleſh 
are in perpetual Bondage. | 

Pſal. 129. : Many a time have they affiitted me 
from my youth; This is Repeated again to lhew the 
grievouſneſs of the affliction: By 1/7ae! underſtand 
true Chriſtians, the true 7/7ae/; but who are they 
that afflict ? thoſe mentioned in the Revelations; 
firſt the Devil that great red Dragon that calt a 
foud of waters out of his mouth , to drown the 
woman and her child, even the Church vi God , 
and all faith and truth; the ſecond is the Beaſt, e- 
yen the carnal mind ; for the floud that rhe Dra- 
yon caſt out is Forms of Religion, and the carnal 
mind is the Earththat ſwallowed it up ; the third 
t W isthefalſe Prophet, even all Teachers of Formal 
Religion; and the fourth is the great Whore even 
Hypocrifie; for Hypocrites rejoyce in Formal Re- 
- W ligion, they cannor abide the Truth; theſe are the 
; WW Perſecutors of the Church, the people of God,and 
would deſtroy them, if God were not on their 
WI fide; for the Devil transforms himſelf into the 
WH likeneſs of an Angel of Light, and would deceive 
WI the Eleft if it were poſſible ; but that God- hath 
Sealed them in the Hand and in the Forehead : and 
Satan hath made his falſe Teachers like Miniſters 
of Light, that with cunningly deviſed Fables they 
may deceive the world, and draw all men after 
them; Thus the falſe Apoſtles went from the 
Profeſſors of Truth ; as Paul ſaith, they went oyt 
from us, but they were not of us, and even ſO now 
all Forms of Religion, have gone out from the 
Dottrine of free Grace ; as Papiſts,- Epiſcopals , 

 AS4 :: Presoy- 
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Prevbyterians, Independants, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, 
for none of them deny but Salvation is by free grace Wer 
and by faith in Cirriſt'; but as Paul faid, they were Wele: 
2ot of us, for if they had been of us, doubtleis they {uit 
would not have gone out from us ;. towit, ifthey Whis 
had been Regenerate, begotten by tne -word.of MWunt 
Truth, Born of the Holy Spirit; and led by Him Mrcit 
in all the ways of God, and had the free Grace-and {be 
Operations of it, and Faith that works by Loye . {diſt 
always in their Souls, they would have faid it's by }100l 
Free Grace alone, amd ſhouted his -Praiſes with us, Mao 
who hah done all for: us, caſting their Crownsto Wcon 
the ground, and crying, the Lamb 3s worthy to re Wl dil 
ceive plory and honour, and might and majeſty, andds Wilt 
Jil 99/10, fer bythy,b'o11d we are and were redzemed ; but WÞre: 
| | alaſs they wanting this inward ornament, this hid Moi C 
| man of the heart, theſe glorious truths which God {Wnak: 
[| hath Hid from the wiſe and prudeat of the world; Wirec 
[| this-Goſpei which is a -myſteryirto them that are MW #7 
| (| without, the cies of whoſe mind the God ofithis Marc! 
| |; -xworld hath blinded , leſt the light of the glorious WW for 
| Goſpel of Jeſus ſhould ſhine upon them, therefore Ii Lor 
' they have jnvented many ways, and ſtill are inven- © and 
It Ting new ways of pure Religion, great Holineſs, }© are 
ſtrong Zeal, ro conform tbeir Actions to the rule I ple 
of the Scripture, or to the Aftings of Jeſus, or his I 71: 
Scriants, Holy men of God ; bur all this reforms I cre 
but theontfide like Herod; therefore are they like I Crus 
2 painted Tombs and whited Sepulchers, full of rot- | thei 
tennz{ and ſtink within, and the. Lord Jeſus ha I #th 
ving commanded us, not to Judg after outward fff &s, 
appearance, but judg righteous judgment, we teſti- I dilt 
fie that ail that they do, even their very. Prayas, [cru 
are dbvminable tothe Lord ; for their ſeed mY 
DAS a rh 
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Corn ſown on. the houſe-rops,. whereof the mow- 
*r or reaper cannot fill hishand, nor the binder . or. 

leaner: his boſom z to wit., :no man .thazzjoyns 
with them finds any. true ſupport, as a ſtaff to lean 
his hand upon z. that he. might, ſay as David faid 
vato the Lord, thy Rod anc thy Staff they comfort me; 
neither can they find any true comfort, that might 


he as a boſom-friend to truſt to, .1n any ſtraight ox ' 


litres; and while the Servants of God paſs by, or 
look upon their ways, they pray not that the Lord 
would proſper-them therein , but that he would 
confound their devices, and.all.their wiſdom, . and 
diſcover the unrighteouſneſs of their Holy things ; 
that he would ſend a_ Famine upon them, not of 
Bread and Drink, but of Hearing that good word 
of God, that they might be brought back agaiu , 
naked and Hunger-ſtarved, .to beg for mercy and 
tree Grace. -: 1.5 ; 

Pſal. 137. In this Pfalm by Babylen and Edom 
ze figured all the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of man 
tor therein is, every man of Ged captivated till the 
Lord deliver him ; and all Hypocrites/ whoſe life 
and glory is.in their own ways of Holineſs, they 


are cruel oppreſſors and pexſecutors of the peo- - 
ple of God ; So by Feruſalem is meant the true 1/- 


ral, or Church of God, to whom they were ſo 
crue], therefore he prays God to remember their 
cruelty, and blefſeth him. that deſtroyeth them and 
their Infants among he ſtones; to wit, he prai- 
&th the Lord that confounds them and their devi; 
ces, that he may bring them to ſeek to him in their 
diſtreſs; for the man of God never prays for de- 
ſtruction to his enemies, but ſuch as may bring him 
home to the Lord, that with him he may find mer- 
cy and forgiveneſs. | 


"Pall, 
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Pſal. 138. By Kings of the Earth underfigyMick 
the R-deemed of che Lord; for Jeſus hath nupſhend 
them Kings and Prieſts unto their God, for thy 
have heard the words of his mouth ; but Earth 
Kings have fhut their ears to the word of God, wii 
deſtroy his Servants that either Preach it or Pry Mi 
ſeſs itz as David teſtifies, Plal. 2. The Kingsofth 
Earth fland up , and the Rulers take Conticet rogehe, 
ag ainſf the Lord and his Anointed. 

Pſal. 139. Verſe 16. Thine etes aid ſee me, wh 

T was without form; This figures the natural efax 
of man , which 1sa maſs of fin, without any fom 
of goodneſs; as itis faid , that the earth was wi 
out forms and void, vill th# ſpirit' of God moved yn 
the waters; therefore he faith in continuance, Gol 
did faſhion all his members when as yet there ws 
none of them; whereby he ſignifieth , that he 
wrought all manner of Righteouſneſs in him, and 
all things pertaining to Salvation, when there ws 
none in him, nor no poſſibility to obtain them, no {© kno' 
more then in the Conception to Form its on {Wiuln 
members ; therefore he ſaith, how dear are thW ” 
thoughts to meO God? how great is the Sum of them! fm 
Mans heart is not drawn ſo dearly to love God,and I fie 
reckon up his great and gracious thoughts towards I the) 
him for the Creation of his Body , but for the re- I jud; 
demption of his Soul, making him ofa ſinner a fot I the! 
of God; it's that that makes him to love Gol I vs 
with all his Soul, Might and Strength, for- its I hea 
Gods loye to us, that begets our love to him, # fyi 
Fohn ſaith. » (Ot 
Verſe 19. Oh that thou wouldeft ſlay O Godthe ful 
wicked and bloudy men, depart ye from me, &c. Het if | 
by wicked and bloudy men, is figured finful - 
, | | WICK 


Wicked thoughts, which ariſe in the mind andcon- 
end againſt God , theſe are they he would have 
Mo depart from him ; for he hates them with a per- 
W+ hatred ; for which 7obalfo abhorred his own 
| 5oul; and therefore David prays, that God would 
With; not to ſlay men be they neyer ſo wicked, 
Wir fs in them, that they might be convezted unto 
od and Saved. 


Pſal. 141- Verſe 4. The laft Clauſe, Let me noo 
a of theer delicates;, this is, to truſt in the works 
of mans Holineſs, for thoſe are the dainty diſhes 
that the Hypocrites Souls feeds on , as one ſaid to 
me, that toſay Thou,and not You, toa man, was 
the life of his Soul. | 

Verſe 5. Let the Righteons ſmte me, thatis a be- 
fit ; let hivs Reprove me , it ſhall be a precious oyl. 
This is meant, the Righteous God, for within a 
while, I ſhall even pray in their miſeries ; to wit, 
"_ their miſery by the fight of my own ſin- 
ulneſs. 

Verſe 6. When their Fudges ſhall be caſfdown in 
flony places, they [ball hear my words, for they are ſweet ; 
He ſpeaks this in the Perſon of Jeſus; for when 
they that account themſelves ſo righteous that they 
judge and condemn others, ſhall be caſt down 
themſelves; 'to wit, brought to the ſenſe of their 
ins and finful nature; then will. they be glad to 
hear the voice of Jeſus pardoning fin, and iancti- 
tying the Sinner ; giving life to the dead, and joy 
tothe living ; the words of Jeſus are (weet to a fin- 
tul Soul. | | 

Verſe 5. Our bones lie ſcattered at the Graves mouth ; 
UHiisis, we are always ſenſible of our ſinful conditi- 

| | ON 
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HAeſh, by ſtrangers, ſuddain paſſions, by them ofthe 


| but temporal Riches are often Snares and Temps 
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On, that we are dead in fins, as the Corps thayM.. . 
ready to be put in the Grave. 98 bl 
Verſe g.: Keep me from the ſnare, &c. is the ſang" 


with that before, Let we not cat of their delicaty 
for dainty Diſhes, new Wines, and pleaſing thing 
are Shares and 'Gins that catch the Soul,-if ith 
not preſerved by God. f 

Pſal. 142, 143, 144- In all theſe the P/almift fg 
forth his Complaints and perplexity,or heavy troy. 
ble of his Soul, becauſe of ſin, that he found ag 
help from man, but found great mercy with God, 
ſo that by all his enemies is to be underſtood, ts... 
Souls enemies, Satan and his Inſtruments ; by great 
waters underſtand always manifold Luſtings of th 


right hand, falſe Profeſſors of the Goſpel ; wha 
he prays for Bleſſings, underſtand fpiritual Bleſ. 
ſings, even the grace of God, and the fruits of th 
Spirit; Although temporal Bleſſings be expreſs: 
that?s buta figure, that upon every glory mayhe 
a defence, for the ſpiritual are figured by them; 
for ſpiritual Blefſings make men happy and bleſſed; 


tations. | 


PROVERBS. I 


OLOMON in his Book of Proverbs *{peats WE will 
all, az concerning the Temporal State of man; IW a y 
that upnevery glory there may be a defence, ® WI foo 


the Prophet faith; for the myſteries of the kingdom liſt 
7, 


——— 
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Hrdven are hid from the wiſe and pr udent of the world, 
our Saviour ſaith,” and only revealed to his peo- 
le by his Holy Spirit ; yea' the God of this world 
wth blinded the eies of them that are without, leaſt 
ie Lizht of the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus, ſhoald' 
hine upon them 3 and here is the hiding of this 
yſtery, that ſuch. a man as Solomon beloved of 
dd, and endowed with wiſdom by God himfeltf,' 
hould exerciſe* his 'wiſdom m1 earthly things,” and 
ke: ſuch care to inſtruct men in them ; therefore | 
they Conclude, ' that it is divine wiſdom and God's - | 

| 

| 

| 


Vil, that: his people {ſpend their time and care 
about earthly things, but -6nr - Saviour teacheth us 
the contrary,,. that we take 0 care even for neceſſa- 
res, as meat, drink andcloathing. no not for tomorrow. 
On the other Hand again Paul ſaith, he that pro- 
vides not for his Family is worſe than an Infidel. 
Therefore here is the Life of Faith, and guidance 
of Gods Holy Spirit, that man be diligent in all 
things belonging to this preſent life, anU yet his 
heart not ſet. upon them, as David teacheth ; and 
this reconciles all 'thefe Inſtructions : But he that 
Reads the Proverbs , if he will by wiſdom'under- 
ſtand Chriſt, who is the wiſdom of God unto Sal- 
vation, 1t will ſet his mind to ſeek another riches, 
and not the riches of this world ; and if by the 
Whore, he underſtands hypocriſie, whereby man 
rroteſſeth Religion and Serviceof God, but in his 
beart loves the world, he may ſee how many 
Ways mans mind is allured unto the world;and how 
willingly he follows it rather than God ; and if by 
4 Wiſe man he underſtand a Believer, and by a 
fool an Unbeliever, and by the envious a Forma- 
liſt, avd by riches the fruit of the Spirit, he _ 
10 
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find Solowox opening his mouth in Parables, and of oy 
tering his dark ſpeeches,as D«vid did on his Hay, i"* ; 
258 ECCLES. N 
But in his Second Book who will underſtand ki 
to ſpeak ofcarthly wifdom ? for he makes him 
a Preacher ( as the word Eccleſiaſtes ſignifieth)alfi 
plainly teſtifies, that the world and all thatiz iff 
It, and al mans wiſdom and care about it, itn 
thing but vanity and vexation of: Spirit, uni 


\ 


man of God, a Believing Soul, wherein he opt 

at large the various courſes of men in the Wark 
voyd of the fear of God:; and how fooliſh'al 
wicked they are, and ſhews that men ſhew thewlMl 
ſelves therein voyd of reaſon, and confeffech thalif,;. 
himſelf hath gone beyond them all in earthly Deli 
lights, and fleſhly pleaſures, and ſo: to ſpeak all vt 

0 


his own experience, which is the Part of a Pte 
cher, and to confeſs himſelf the chiefeſt of ſinnen, 
- is the part of a Chriſtian, as Pa#/ teacheth;aul 
then he concludes, that the whole Duty of maj 
is to fear God and keep his Commandments ; Andthi 
1s another ſhadow to hide the glorious myſterh! 
Truth from the wiſe of the World ; for now thiali 
men that he is ſent back to Afaſes, to the Te 
Commandments, that Law that faith, Do thisaii 
live; not underſtanding, that the work of that 
Law is wrought when man is become fenfible d 
his fin, and he and all his ways are condemnedal 
tolly and vanity, for by the Law is the knowled 
of ſin, and whoſoeveris of the works of the Law, 
is under the Curſe; But now when he faith , the 
waole Duty of man Is to fear God ; and keep his Om 
mandments, he ſpeaks of thoſe Commandments 
whereof Pal ſaith, the days of that evenly 
P111Kt 
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inked aty Out 110W hath he commanded all to believe 


od, after that-Chriſt is manifeſted ; the Father 
rries not man back to Moſes, nor yet bids him 
ear Fohn Baptiſt, nor any other z but calls upon 
| from Heaven and Commands others to hear his 
67, and this 15S the work of God, to Believe in the 
bon, for they that believe in him, are paſſed from 
Neath to Life, and ſhall not come under Condem- 
ation ; but tliey that believe not , are condem- 
jed already, becauſe they Believe not the Record: 
f God concerning his Son. Therefore God in 
mercy drives not man back to Maſes, but when 
man ſees hisſin by the Law, he draws him to Chriſt 
through whom fin is pardoned, and the Soul, ancti- 
fed; Therefore the Apoſtte tythe Hebrews faith, 
tare not cometo the Mount, that mght not be tonch- 
ed, nor to burning fire, blackneſs, darkzeſs,and tempeſt, 
Ge. which is as much as if he had ſaid, ye are nor 
wneto the Law of judgment ;, for io was that Law 
delivered ; but ye are come to Mount $07, the Ci- 
ty of the Living God, the Heavenly 7eruſalem , 
&c. and,to Jeſus the Mediatour of the New-Teſta- 
ment, 2nd to the Bloud: that ſpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel; to wit, ye are come tothe 
Law of the Spirit of Life in Feſus, that frees from-the 
Law of fin and death- | 
Now when Solomon had brought man to his 
whole Duty, even to believe wholly in Chriſt, 
then is he altogether Divine, for then there re- 


mains nothing but the delight that the Bridegroont | 


and the Bride, to wit, Jefus and the Believer have 
one in the other ; for Jeſus ſaith, He that Be 
lever in me, I and the Father will coms down and wi- 


{ obey the Goſpel; Theſe are the Commands of 


ſult 
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ſup with him, and dwell with him ;, andthe Lord fill 7 
by Hoſea, I will betroth*chee to my JF'r faithful; men 
&c.''*So' here is the Soul, like the New-marrig! fore 
Spouſe, ' taken up with'great:delight in Chriſt hl 
Well-beloved; for -whom- ſhe hath'caſt away al! _ 
things; that before 'ſhe'counted gain unto heli 
Soul ; as Righteouſnels, ' Holineſs, Zeal, and fl 
like; and now accounts them loſs and dung.(3s it wis wn 
with Pal) and [eſis 1s ſo delighted in his Spoke, /4g# 
the Converted Sinner, that he calls all his:ncpþe - 
bours to rejoyce with him, as the woman did wil © 


ſhe had' found her loſt groat ; for there is joy widyMl *** 
the Angelsin Heaven ,] and Saints on earth, at'the 


Converſion of a Sifhner: Lef us hear "then their _ 
Communion :'the Bride begins. ' © 0m . 
_ Chap. 1. Verſe 1." Ett him kiſs mewith tht iſa c,, 
bis mouth,” for thy Love is better than wine; Here wil je. 


the defire of the Soul to receive the ſweet breath, 
even the Spirit of Chriſt 3"(this is che: kiſſes of is I 6. 
mouth): and to give out her breath, even-her weak: , « 
neſs to him, that he-may bear. all her infirmitics; 
(this 1s alſo the kiſſes of his mouth) for thy Lovs Wl ©. 
better than wine - Now ſhe turns ro'him and tell | 
him, how her heart ſtands affefted towards him; 


h 
before ſhe delighied in the comforts that others "* 
are delighted in; to Hear them that Preached of W, 
New wines, and pleaſant things ; now nothing WW (.. 


ſo pleaſant to her as the Love of Chriſt, by his 
Croſs to Crucifie the fleſh,” and mortifie the world fel 
ly mind; as a Loving Father Corrects the chil, Wl je, 
{o ſhe finds it's his great love , whereby he weals by 
her affe&tions from the world , so the Love of him- 


{elf. 
parſe 
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Verſe 2. Becauſe of the ſavour of thy goodOynt= © 
ments, thy name 1s as oyntment poured fort b, there- 
fre do the Virgins love thee , The good Oyntments 
of Jeſus are Graces or Fruits of the Spirit, which 
fotten the ſtony heart, looſen the benumn'd limbs 
and joynts, ſo that they make a free and a willing 
people , for it?s theday of Gods power , for he is 
the Morning-ſtar and dawning of the day to man ; 
that hath ſat in darkneſs, in the Region and ſhadow of 
death, and he 1s the p:wer of God ;, | herefore do vir- 
gins love him, and they are caJl*d virgins that are 
weaned from the world and all irs follies and vani- 
ties, whatever they are amongſt men in the world; - 
and now love they Jeſus, -becauſe his name is as 
Ovntment poured forth, the Name of our Saviour - 
gives a fragrant ſmell to broken-hearted and con- 
trit2 Sinners, 1t*s great comfort to them that.have 
found themſelves dead in fins, and through ſin un- 
der the wrath and curſe of God by the Law, and 
x0 helper amongſt men, no power nor wiſdom ſuf- 
ficient for it, it makes them leap for joy to hear of 
a_ Saviour, and daunce ih the praiſes of God, as 
"hi did before the Ark of God, a Figure of Je- 
iy." | 

Verſe 3. Draw me we will run after thee, the King 
hath irought me into bis chamber, we will rejoyce and 
be lad 1a thee, we will remember thy love more than 
Wine; the Righteous do. love thee. Here is firſt the 
continval Prayer of the Spouſe of Thriſt his church, 
every believing Soul cryes draw me, where is a CON-, 
feſlion of her own diſability of her {elf to any good; 
her ſlowneſs, her many hindrances and. Pul-backs, 
by Ja calld duſt, ſhake thee from thy duſt and chains, 
Jutke off thy chains © captive danghter of Son ; the 
; =:  Ajoſtie 
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Apoſtle calls the clog that cleaves fo faſt to; theje. 
fore ſhe prays for the conſtraining power of Chriſt 
even his Love to draw her into his Love. a9 the 
Divine faith; Herein is Love, not that we loved bimy 
but that he loved us firſt. os 
Secondly, here is the Effect of this draught of 
Love; we will 7#n after thee, where ſhe ſhews 
the mighty operation of his Grace, as our Saviour 
did to Fohx*s Diſciples , when they. came from 
Fown'to ask him , Art thou the Chriſt * he faith, G6 
tell Fohn what ye have ſeen. the blind. ſee, the duf 
hear, the lame walk_, the dead are raiſed, andili 
or receive the Goſpel. They will run after Jeſis 
for whom he hath done thele things ; they run with 
a willing mind, as Mary Maedalen did, out of 
whom Jeſus had caft ſeven D2vils, even Luſt, and 
Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and Envy, and Malice, 
and Blindneſs, and Deafnefs, and Deadneſs and 
Lamenels, ſeven Devils, Oh ſeven great Devils! 
then ſhe runs, and feeks, and kiſſes, and weeps, 
2nd breaks her Alabaſter Box of Oyntment very 
| coſtly; upon the Head of Jeſus, ro anoint his Bo- 
dy to the burial, that though his body be dead, 
and-taken out of our fight, rhe fragrant ſmell of- 
his Name may fill all the Houſe of God, even the 
Souls of his converted ones with joy and gladneſs 
in believing. Then ſhe teſtifies his love to her, 
The King hath brought me into his Chambers; as3 
man that hath built a new gallant Houſe, brings 
them he would ſhew hjs reſpect unto, and ſhews 
them 28 his Rooms : The Chambers of Jeſus his 
Houſe are free Grace, loving kindneſs of God t0' 
man,tender Mercies,multirude of Compaſlions,0@s 


wherein the multitude of mans fins axe pardoned, 
all 
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id he is received to-live in Jeſus by Faith, to-have 
ommunion and fellowſhip with God the Father, 
nd with Chriſt lis Lord and Saviour, and withall 
he Saints of | God, therefore are they filled with 
yand gladneſs,and remember his love more than 
ine, to wit,, more than that old Doctrine, which 
made their hearts chearful, when they lived under 
feluſions, and choſe Teachers to themſelves, that. 
reached of .new'wines. and pleaſant things ;, for 
ke believing ſoul, as ſhe rejoyceth in the Dottrine 
f Truch , fo ſhe is ever. fil?d', yea over-h1Pd 
ith joy, that ſhe is freed from that falſe deluding 
id captivating Doctrine of mans Wiſdom, ſhe 
teſbaped as a Bird out of the net of the fowler ; 
d then ſhe adds, the rigbteons do love thee; there- 
7 ſeparating the man of God., even the loſt 
oul, to whom the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus is 
mputed, from the Hypocrite that glories in his 
mn Righteouſneſs; for theſe. always hate: the 
- Jeſus bitterly, as the Scribes and Phariſees 
FI 
Verſe 4. 1 aws black, O Daughters of Feruſalem, 
t comely as the Tents of Kedar., the Curtains of Sol- 
”, Here the Spouſe directs her Speech to the 
Daughters of: Fer#ſalem, that. is, from below, even 
ll the profeſſors of formal Religion,who are beau- 
ifying themſelves , and eſteem- themſelves beau- 
ul, to wit, holy , religious: and zealous ; and 
le yields ſhe is black in their fight, but comely 
nd delightful: in the fight of God, as the Tents of 
Kedar, and Curtains of Solomon, to wit, thoſe that 
ave eſcaped the wickedneſs that is in the woi Id 
rough Luſt, and dwell in Tents like pilgrims, 
rangers that have no abiding place on the earth, 
B b2-' but 
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but remove their T ents from place to place, ſerk- 
ing fora City and habitation , whoſe founder. and 
builder is God , or like the Curtains of Selomey, 
thoſe coverings whereunder the Lord Jeſus gives 
his Love to his Spouſe, hid from all the wiſe and rio 
prudent of the world. | hy 

Verſe 5. Regard mp not, becauſe 1 am black; fun WY 5; 
the Sun hath locked upon me, the ſons of my Motha' fer 
were angry with me, they made me keeper of the Vine" Ml fair 
yards, I kept not my own Vineyard. Here the Chri- Mo; 
{tian Soul perſwades theſe holy ſeeming ones not toMy; 
be offended at her ſinfulneſsand weakneſs, it's be-M ſhip 
, cauſe the Lord Jeſus the Sun of righteouſneſs hath Mthe 
Jooked upon her, whereby ſhe holds forth mighty 
D-&rines. 1. That they that look upon the Lord 
Jeſus, they ſtrive to be holyas he; but 2. They 
upon whom he looks are pouſſcſt with the ſenceot 
their own ſin and weakneſs, they fird themſelves 
not ſufficient for one good thought, they abher 
themſelves in aſhes ; therefore are. the ſons of hit 
Mother angry at her, and tel] her ſhe muſt watch 


and take care of her own Soul andthe Soulsof 6 
thers, giving them good examples and good iuſt-MWfelf | 
tions, &c. but ſhe weeps, and ſorrows, and colthe tr 
| feſſes ſhe cannot do the good that ſhe would faMclear! 
her own Soul. Weeale! 
Verſe 6. Tell me, © thou whows my Soul loveth, whtWor p!. 
thou feedcft, where thou makeſt to riſh at noon; jmWcarna 
why fhoula I be as one that turneth aſide to the flocks nels © 
thy Companions * Here the Spoute turneth to his ſo 
Beloved again, enquiring how and where he fee Yer 
his flocks, and gives them reſt 3 for herein u6Wwme; 
the Myſtery of all Godlineſs, that the believi ” K 
us an 


Scul. have no communion with all or ao ou 
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flocks, though they profeſs to be. companions of 
Chriſt, and walk in his way, for they are of God, 
but theſe of the world ; yet all' profeſs works of 
righteouſneſs and faith in Jeſus, prayer, Praiſes, 
and all things alike, therefore the Spoule cries, 
Shew me, O thou whom my Soul loveth, where thou 
feedeſt thire, and makeſt them reſt at noon. My food, 
faith Jeſus, 75 to do the will of God; this is the true 
worſhip of God ; for his will is our ſanctification, 
but the Houſe of Fadah would do his will in wor- 
ſhiping at F:ruſalem , and the Houſe of 7/rael in 
tie Mount of Samaria; but they, faith Jeſus, thar 
worſhip God, ſhall worſhip him in neither; for 
thoſe are not his Flocks, but the Flocks of his com- 
panions, and ſoare all our worſhipers in our ſeve- 
ral Forms, how zealous ſoever they be; but the 
true worſhippers ſhall worſhip God in ſpirit and 
truth; for Jeſus, who is the truth and fulneſs of 
time, 15 come to their ſouls, and the Father hath gi- 
ven them to believe in him, 

And as Jeſus is the food of the ſoul, as he him- 
ſelf declares plainly, Feb 6. ſo Faith in him, is 
thetrue reſt, as the Apaſtle to the Hebrews.argues 
Clearly, Chap. 4. for by Faith in Chriſt mans Heart 
caſeth from all carnal luſting after all the profits 
Or pleaſures that the earth can afford, and from all 
Grnal confidence in his own wiſdom, righteouſ 
nels or. zeal, or whatevet might any ways avail to 
his ſouls ſalvation. 7 | 

Verſe 7. If thou know not, O thou faireſt among ſt 
women, go forth by the ſteps of the flock, and feed 
thy K ids by the Shepherds Tents. 'Here the Lord Jer 
ſus anlwers to his Spouſe, whom, firſt, he calls 


le faireſt among women : whence is-manifelt , 
'Bb 3 The 


338 . An Expoſition of the 
The firſt Beauty-of a Chriſtian is,to, be weaned gr 
withdrawn from all the ways of mans Wiſdom and 
Holineſs, to ſeek: unto Jeſus only for Life and Cl 
Peace. Bos of 
Secondly, The Lord teaches her to go afterthe Ml G0 
ſteps of the Flock ;\ whence is teſtified, that though MW N* 
the ſervants of -God are exerciſed divers waysu MW 9! 
the ſight of men,. as, Abrabam in offering his ſon, 55" 
Jſaac in having: two ſons twins, of contrary n,MW ; 
ture, Facob in ſerving Laban for wives and wealth, MW 5, 
/40/es in prevailing againlt Pharaoh, David in 6 MM 50; 
vercoming Goliab, Fonathan in deſtroying the Ph, Po, 
Iiſtims, and. the like , . yet will it not avail any fa 
todo like to theſe or any 'of theſe; bur the noi / 
of God in the hearts and-inward parts of thek 


and all the ſervants of God, is all alike ; tomi, the 
regeneration of the ſoul, pardon of fin, mortil- and 
cation of the fleſh, ſanCtification .or guidance d for 
the Spirit, in which ſteps all muſt go that comet MW © 
life; for this is that new way wherein no uncleat ir 


thing ſhall come; and here muſt the Kids of GM 
be fed ;” for here do the ſhepherds pitch their *? 7 
Tents, to wit, the true Miniſters of God preach 
nothing elſe; though for this they are ſo periect- 
ted of men, that they are ready to flee {rom ont 
place to another, that they may teach to all tk 
true 1/racl of God. CP | 
Verſe $. T have compared thee, .O my Love, tat 
Tro%p of Horſes in the Chariots, of Pharaoh. 0 
glorious Compariſon. - See-the .mighty power, 
true Chriſtianity chiefly in the. newly converted 
Chtiſtian, able to bring.in the Heatheniſh mink, 
 andto.bow down the necks of the ſtatelieit King W.Cun 
as a whole Troop of Horſes, to draw Phe 
:Chariot, Th | el 
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, Verſe: 9. Thy Cheeks are comely wuh Rows of 
Stoxes, and thy Neck, wah Chains; Thus are the 
Cheeks of Chriftjans. C who bluſh and are aſhamed 
of. their fins) beaurified with the confolations of 
Gods Spirit, as with precious Stones, and the 
Neck ( that hath been bowed under the flavery 
of Satan ) adorned with the ſtrength of Chrilt, 
as with Chains of Gold. | 


Verſe 10. We will make thee Borders of Gild, mith 
Studs of Silver, Thus will God ſtrengthen the 
Soul that truſts in him ; for-he ſhall be kept by the 
power of God through Faith unto ſalvation. 


Verſe 11. Whiift the King was at his repaſt, my Spih- 
nard gave the ſell thereof. Thus the Spouſe declares 
the Comforts ſhe receives from Jeſus her Lord 
and King, whoſe Repaſt is to convert and com- 
fort the Souls of them that truſt in him, which 
'wng them .to fend out a fragrant ſmell to 0- 
ters. | 
>. 12. My well Belowd is a Bundle of Myrrhe un- 
to me, he ſhall lie berween my Zrealts. / Thus the 
Spouſe further ſets forth what Telus js unto her, 
even as Myrrhe,, whereby dead bodies are embalm- 
£«, that they are turned to Mummy, a long 
ſting ſubſtance ; ſo ſhe being a ſinner, dead 1n 
ins, is turned by her well beloved Jeſus into a 
Chriſtian, that ſhall live with him for ever; there- 
fore he ſhall lie between her Breaſts, none other 
ſhall have her Love ; he alone{ſhall be her Spoule, 

xd give her power to bring forth, 

Verſe 13. fad be ſhall be unto her as a CluTer of 
Compare in the Vines of Enpedi:, that as Camphir 
s 100n ſet an fire, ſo is.her Soul enflamed with his 
9 Bb 4 Love 
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Love, while he comforts her Soul that is ſick 
Love, with flagons of Wine. r 


V. 14. My Love,behold thou art fair behold thu { 
fair, thine eyes are like the Doves ; Here is theſk.Ml « 
cord Commendation of the Beaury of the Spouſe 2 
and therefore it is doubled, in that ſhe gives wiſh i 
her ſelf wholly to him, forſakes all other, &elearM { 


to him alone;. and the Soul doth this that 6M t 
ceives the Doftrine of free Grace, and abhorsdl 
conditional Doctrine whatſoever ; then is he 
Eyes like the Doves, full fixt in ſimplicity , nt 
to have comfort in any others, but to be abſolut 
true as the Turtle to her Mate. 

Verſ: 14,& 16. My well Beloved, behold thouat 
fair. «nd pleaſant, alſs our Bed 1s green : The Bean 
of our Honſe Cedars, our Rafters Fir. This\ 
the third Commendation of the Beauty of th 
SD-oule ;, that ſhe: uſeth no Hypocriſie, but ablo 
Jute Simplicity ;z therefore is ſhe alſo pleaſant 
the eyes of her Lord Jeſus, and therefore hetels 
her that their Bed is green, to wit, full of moj- 
ſture tending to fruirfulneſs, and their Houk 
builded of ſtrong and pleaſant Timber, that 
they may continue in that fruitful condition with 
out fail; forall is grounded upon the. free Grace 
and unchangeable Love of God. 

Chap. 2. Verſe 1. ] am the Roſe of the field, th 
Lily of the valley, Here Jeſys maketh out his goods 
neſs and beauty to his Spoule; as.in the Goſpel it 
faith, 1 am the Life, the Light, the Truth, CC, 
Which when the Scribes and Phariſees,Hypocrits 
heard, they ſaid , Thou beareſt record of thy ſt 
thy record us rgt tryue;, but when he opens thecd, 
then rhe Soul believes, and the believer hears, a 

a1 
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only Jeſus, but the Father alſo, and ſo receiveth a 
twofold record, both Jeſus and the Father ; as he 
faith, He that heareth me, heareth him tht- ſcnt me; 
ard he that recerveth me, recesveth him that ſent me ;, 
and this makes the ſoul to lovehim alone ; for this 
is that ſecret, but powerful Command upon every 
ſoul that nameth Jefus, to depart from iniquity : 
therefore he faith, 

Verſe 2, Like the Lily among Thorns, ſo is- my 
Love among the Daughters ; Waere Jeſus accepteth 
and magnifieth his Spouſe, ſhe is become like him, 
he isa Lily, fo 1s ſhe; asitis written, He that ſan- 
E:p:th, and they that arc ſailified are al one;, but 
alas all others are thorns ſtil}, ſeeing they ſee and 
perceive not, hearing, they hear, and underſtand 
not; but glorious is ſhe that is a'Lily among thorns, 
that ſhines as a Light in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe generation, 

Verſe 3. Like the Apple tree among the trees of the 
Foreſt, ſo is my beloved among the ſons of men, under 
bis ſhadow had 1 delight, and his fruit was ſweet unto 
my mouth ; Here the Spouſe commends the Lord 
Jeſus by way of compariſon to all the Sons of men, 
thereby ſhe includeth all other means of ſalvation. 
Heis like the Appletree, the ſhadow whereof is 
delightful, and the fruit pleaſant ; all ocher things 
are but like trees of the foreſt, which with the 
wind make a great roarinz din, as men that brag 
and boaſt of the Law and the righteouſneſs there 
of , ſpeaking great ſwelling words of vanity, ſpeaK- 
ig what they know not, and affirming what they 
underſtand not , but their fruit is nothing but as 
lome Crabs and Maſt for ſwine. 

Verſe 4+ Hp brought me into his wine-cellar, & his 
banner 
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banaer over me was Lave, Thus ſhe further teſt. 


fies his kindneſs to her, .to give her plenty of Wine, 


that [he might be chearful, and do all witha willing 
mind; taat the requirings of God might not bez 
burden, as it was to /ſ7ael after the fleſh, to whom 
he threatned by the Prophet,that they which called 
it a Burden, ſhould be cut off from his people ; and 
further his Banner over her was Love; towit, his 
Enſign, which ſhe ſhould follow to battel, to wit, 
his Love drew out her ſoul into. love of him, as to 
fight the good fight of Faith againR all the prin: 
Palities and pewers of darknels, & c. 

Verſe 5. Stay me with Flagons,, comfort me with 
Apples, for I amſich, of Love. Here the Spoul: 


Prays for tae continuance of his Love. The be- 


 Heving Soul is like a bungry ſtomack, which is«- 
ver craying. The more dainty meat is of eaſie d- 
geſtion; and then the ſtomack craves again, not 
becaule it will faint if it be not ſupplied for the 
food is of ſucha ſatisfying nature, that it enables 


to walk forty days and forty nights, but for that it | 


likes it ſo. well, that it can reliſh noother. _ 

Verſe 6. His left hand is under my head , andiW 
r:7ht hand doth embrace me. Thus again ſhe declares 
to others his great Love, that he puts forth all bs 
power, exerciſeth both his hands, the one to ſup- 
port her that ſhe faint nor, and the, other to make 
out his Love unto her with continual Com- 
forts. | "og 

Verſe7. I charge you, O, Daughters of Jeruſalen, 
by the Roes and by the Hinds of the field, that ye-i# 


710t up, nor waken my Beloved, until ſhe pleaſe : Hee 


the Lord Jeſus charges all the daughters of Feruſa- 
tom that-is below, that is; all carnal projellory 
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{fer his Spoule, his Church ro live by Faith, al- 
though they count her ſleepy and careleſs, its her 
true reſt in the boſom of her beloved, whereby ſhe 
is withdrawn from all incumbrances, to lie at peace 
with her beloved. | 
Verſe 8. It 1s the voice of my beloved , behold he 
cometh leaping over the mountains, and shipping over 
the hills. Thus the, Chriſtian. ſoul quickly ditcerns 
the voyce of Jeſus; though many falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets come, they cannot be deceived, for 
they are his ſheep, and he. hath marked them in 
the hand, and in the forehead, that Satan cannot 
deceive them ; and then the Spauſe declares where- 
in he differs from others; he comes leaping over 
mountains and hills; other flatterers come in a 
ſmooth way, but he hath mountains and hills to 
leap over, multitude of. fins to forgive, great 
failings to paſs by, many backſlidings to heal free- 
ly, before he come at me poor (inner, faith the 
Spouſe. | - 
V.g. My well Beloved is like a Roe or a young Hart, 
lo, he flar.deth behind our wall, lcoking forth of the 
windows, ſhewing himſelf through the grates. Here 
ſhe goes on ſhewing of what nature the appearance 
of Jeſus is, like that which is little or young, like 
a Babe in a manger, or the ſmalleſt ſeed town in 
the garden, we ſee him as it were behind a wall, 
Larough windows or grates, much doubting whe- 
ther he be Chriſt or a Deceiver of the people ; 
our ſtrong Religion and holy ways area thick wall 
to hinder us , when we cannot ſee him unleſs we 
beſtript of all, the unrighteouſneſs of our holy 
things diſcovered, that theres nothing left us but 
la 2nd ſhame, O happy window or grate, _ 
| then 
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then we may eſpy a Saviour of loſt Sinners 
throngh ! t 

Verſe 10. My well beloved ſpake, and ſaid, Ariſe 
my Love, my fair one, and come away. Here is the 

. Cay of Love, as it is ſaid in Ezck, when the Soul is 
caſt out unto ſhame and deſtruction, then its the 
day of Jeſus; then he faith to it, Live; then he 
calls it away from death and darkneſs to the life and 
liberty of the Sons of God. 

Verſe. 11, 12. For behold Winter is paſt, the Rainy 
chinged, and is gone away, the "flowers appear in the 
earth, and the time of the ſinging of birds 1s comz, and 
the voyce of the Turtle is heard in our La1d. Here 
is the unregenerate eſtate compared to Winter 
and ſtormy Rain; and the eſtate of Chriſtianity 
or Regeneration, to the Spring, which yields ple 
fant ſhowers, which cauſes flowers to ſpring, and 


the firſt is an eſtate of ignorance, and darkneſs, 
and barrenneſs, and deadneſs, a ſad and ſtormy 


verouſneſs , and envy. the works of Satan from 
the children of the Devil ; the latter is the Lord 
Jeſus, giving life, light, grace, truth, love, joy, 
peace to the Soul of the Believer , and making lt 
to abound in all goodneſs and fruitfulnels; there- 
fore he ſaith, | 

Verſe 13. The Figtree hath brought forth her you 
figs, and the Vines with ſmall grapes have caft 4 ſa- 
vour;, and thence calls again, Ariſe my Love, 
fair one, and come away. Thus doth the Lord dra 
with bands of Love, with many invitations ; 3s 
by Iſaiah, Ho every one that thirſteth, come to the 


aid 


birds to ſing, andthe Turtle to be heard; fo that 


winter, wherein is all rioting, and pride, and c0- | 


waters, &c. and in the Goſpel, Alt that 4re wear) » 
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ard heavy laden ,, come to me, and I will refrelÞ 


h. 
. Verſe 14. My Dove, thou art in the clefts of the 
Rock., in the ſecret places of the ſiaws;, ſhew me thy 
fobt, let me hear thy voyce;, for thy woyce is ſweet and - : 
thy {ight comly. When the Sponlſe complains of the 
thick wall of her fins and inficmities, then the Lord 
Telus knows ihe is in him, for he is the rock, and 
ſhe is rightly fixt in him, for that ſhe is in the 
holes of the Rock, hid from all the witddom of the 
world, and ſhe is in the ſecret places of the ſtairs, 
ſhe is aſcending up to God, but by a ſecret way, 
which none ſhall find, though they ſearch for ir 
with all their wit and cunning craft, and ſtrive to 
enter in and take the Kingdom of Heaven by vjo- 
ſence, and imitate all the doings of the man of 
God, all is but Hypocriſie, and the Hypocrite and 
his Hope ſhall periſh together. | 


Verſe 15. Take us the foxes, the little foxes, which 
deſtroy the vines, for our vines bave ſmall grapes. Here 
the Lord teaches his Spouſe that when ſhe by her 
wit, Or Zeal, or holineſs, thinks to order her ſeif 
aright, to pleaſe God, or promote the way of her 
ſalvation, to ftrengthen her hope, to ſubdue luſt 
and. paſſion, to eſtabliſh faith, or the like ; theſe 
are like little Foxes, cunning crafty devices to 
brivg in our own wiſdom, and joyn it with faith 
in Jeſus; theſe deſtroy the vines; for he that is 
crcumciſed, faith Pal, Chriſt, the true Vine, ſhall 
profit bim nothing ; and he that ſeeks to be juſtifi- 
ed by his obedience of the Law, is fallen from 
Grace, therefore take us theſe Foxes away. and 
Cleave tome , I am the green fir-tree, upon me is 


thy 


pong i no en On nn 


ww 
Ht 


. Whom my ſoul loved; I ſought him, but I fomndhim 
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Thy fruit found, and our Vines have ſmall grapes: 
thongh the fruits of Faith be ſmall, yet they ate: 
true ; fit down by the waters of Shilo, which run WW to; 
ſlowly, and go not to Nylzs, that ſtrong-headed. I fie 
and ſeven-ſtreamed River of Ezypr : He that beliry- MM not 


 eth will not make haſte. } 


Verſe 16. My well Beloved is mine,and I am his; ht! Wh: 
feedeth among the Lilies. Here the Spouſes heart MW Son 
is filled with joy ; the Marriage is made, her well MW Wh 
beloved is well pleated with her, though. ſhe be Wrric 
black, ſhe is comely in her eyes, yea as the pare” Wthe 
white Lilies ; for her Garment is waſhed and made MWiait! 
white in the bloo& of the Lamb. and he feederh' MW ure 
among ſuch ; for his food is to do the Fathers will, {Wick 
which is to make of ſinners ſons and daughters of Min n 


Ged. and 
Verſe 17. Until the day break, awd the ſhadow: fy Moot. 
away, return my well beloved, and be as a Ree, or a [4 


young Heart upon the Mountains of Bether, He is 
doing the will of God till the work be perfected; 
that he himſelf, the true day-ſtar, give light inthe 
Soul ; and then all ſhadows, falſe lights, and the 
like, fly away ; therefore ſhe prays, Return my 
well beloved, and be as the Roe or young Hart upon 
the 7ountains of Bether which is, let me have thy 
preſence, though never ſo young or little , and 
ſeem helpleſs to others, thou art my only helpand 
delight, I will have no other. 

Chap. 3. Verſe 1. Inmy Bed by night I ſought him 


z:ot. Here the Spoule, the Chriftian, declares how 
it was in her unregeneratecſtate, the Bed of carnal 
eaſe, the time of darkneſs, even ignorance of her 
Souls eſtate ; when ſhe lay fleeping in fleſhly fecu- 
rity, 
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tity, and forgetfulneſs of God,' yet ſhe ſought for 
her Saviour, after the way that mans wiſdom teads; 
togo to Church, hear, read and pray, to beanti- 
fe her ſelf to procure Love, but ſhe foand hym 
not; no, he is not to be found in this way. 

Verſe 2. I will riſe now, and po about the City, by 
the freets and open places, and ſeek. him whom my 
Soul loveth;,, 1 ſought him, but I found him nor. 
When ſhe found him not in the common way, ſhe 
tries all Forms of Religion, yet ſhe keeps her in 
the City, to wit , of Hypoctiſie , whereof David 
faith, P/al. 55. Wickedneſs 1s in the miaſt thereof, 
deceit and grile depart not from her ſtreets; and ſhe 
ſeeks in the ſtreets, and open places thercof, to wit, 
in what may be ſeen with eye, and heard with ear, 
2nd conceived: by the heartz but ſhe found him 
not, no he is not to be fonnd there. 

Verſ: 5. The watchmen that went about the City, 
ond me, to whom T ſaid, have you ſeen him whom my 
ol loveth ? Theſe are the Preachers and Teachers, 
or Declarers, that profeſs to teach the Truth, bur 
ts in the City of Hypocrifie, and the Souls buſt- 
neſs1s to ſee a Saviour ; but they are Idol-makers, 
and are like unto them, they have eyes, and ſee 
not, &c. 

Verſe 4 When I had paſt 4 little from them, 
(when by the mighty power of God, I was 
rought unto. ſich a ſight and ſence of my fins, 
tat my Soul was wounded , my Spirit bruiſed; 
my Heart broken ) that they were all liars to my 
voul, they had not the Tongue of the Learned , 
t ſpeak a Word of Comfort in due ſeaſon, then 
ven then I found him whom my Soul loved ; or 
ther he gave himſelf to -be found of me that 
| ſought 
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him not; yea, when I durſt not enquire fig 
him ; ſo loving is he to'a broken hearted ſinner: 
and his Love fill'd my heart ſo with Love ts hin: 
that I took hold on him, and lefr him not,, till] 
had brought him into my Mothers Houſe, inty 
the Chamber of her that conceived me. 
| Thus when the Soul js brought to Jeſus by ty 
power of God, then it ſticks to him with Redft 
Faith, and brings kim to her afflitted Heart; fx 
there was, ſhe begotten and conceived in the Re 
mich and there muſt ſhe have: ſeſustopaW/; 
don her fins, comfort her Soul, mortifie the FlehyW 
and earthly Mind, give her a new Heart, andis 
new a right Spirit within her. | 
Verſe 5. I charge you O Daughters of Feruſalm 
by the Koes and by the Hinds of the field, that } 
ſtir not up nor waken my Love until ſhe pleaſe. Whale. 
Jeſus hath found the broken Heart , he comforsi 
it, and brings it to peace and reſt in him, al 
charges all the wiſe of the world not to toud 
his Anointed, nor to trouble his Beloved, ſoging 
he his Beloved ſleep. . - ; 
Verſe 6. Who is ſhe that cometh out of the wid" 
derneſs, like pillars of ſmoke perfumed with My 
and Incenſe , and all the Spites of the Merchamt 
Here is a Queſtion declaring the ſtate of the Soul 
come our of the wilderneſs, to wit out of the NM 
tural eſtate, where the wild Creatures live, andP"'"* 
man lives like to the _brute Beaſts , withouti6 
knowledge, where the Soul is like Pillars @ 
Smoke, lighter and vainer than vanity ; but 0 
Converſion is perfumed with Myrrhe and Jacek 
theſe bitter Gums, .even- ſorrow for ſin, and bit 
kennels of heart, and after that with all ”"_ 
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of the Merchant, all things that: are comfortable 
ſhe is filPd with all joy and peace 


2nd cordial, for 
.helevinge ts 571075 oft 5 29 
_ Vaſe 7. Behold his Bed ,, which is Solomons, three- 
ſcare ſtrong men, are abentit,oof the valiant .of 1/- 
j4el.. By Solon:0n. underſtand Jeſus, and by his 
WbBcd.bis Love ro:his Spouſe; and by valiant ftrong 
Wien of 7/741, the:Gifis cf God, and Operations: 
Wet. his Grace,.: whereby the Soul. is preſerved mghr 
and day in peace arid reſt with God. - 
WW //8. They. all handle the Sword, and are expert 
Wir iVar, and every pne hath hu Smord upon hu thigh, 
Wer the fear by night." This holds ferth the Chri- 
ſtiaus Watch, having put on the whole Armour 
f God, the ſhiek: of Faith; to quench the fiery 
acts, even the. ſtrong Temptations of Satan , 
he ſword of the Spirit , &c. that he may war 
z24inſt the Powers of darkneſs, not with carnal 
ut ſpiritual weapons, that he may be Conqueror 
Wirough Jeſus. .:. Yor nb ul 
Perſe g & 10. King: Solomon made himſelf a Pa-. 
ce of the Trees' of Lebanon, the Pillars thereof of 
I'/ver, the Pavement of 'Gold, the Hangings of Pur- 
Wc, whoſe midſt was paved with the Love of the 
Wo euphters of Feruſalew. Here is ſtill by Solomon 
Inderſtood Jeſus , by his Palace, the Neiv Je- 
1ſelen , and by her Daughters, Believers ;. by 
{Wilver and Gold, the Word of Ged, his Truth 
W"d Faithfulneſs, as may be manifeſt by the de. 
Wciption of the New Feruſalem by Ezekiel and R-_ 
elations. E 6d ug 
Verſe 11. Come forth ye Daughters of Zion, axd 
hold King Solomon with the Crown wherewirh hs 
ah.r Crom.el him in the day of his Marriage , 
| Cc and 
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and in the any of: the pladneſs of bis heart, Us 

are all believing fouls called boahcen of 
and frequently in the Scripture , and are cal 
out to ſee the Glory of Jeſus, how he alone y 
author and finiſher» of our Faith , the. beginner 
and perfecter of every good word and work fir 
the ſalvation. of ſinners, he is the-Lord our jtphte 
ouſneſs, our wiſdom, andaall things that pertains 
to our ſalvation, not a teacher-of us- to do theſe 
things, but ke. is the things abſolutely ; he is'ou 
Circumciſion , not. that he by his Spirit or hi 
Grace circumciſeth our Hearts, although it istng 


to ſay fo; for He, and the Holy Ghoſt, and Grit 


are all one; but the. ſubſtance. is, that he is ou 
Circumciſion : So it may be ſaid of' Baptiſm, af 
all other the like things; for when the Father 
Fevealeth him in us, then. are alt things wrought 
in us, and that is. his Crown. g | 

Chap. 4. Verſe 1. Behold thou art fair my. Lo, 
behald thou art fair, thine eyes are like the. doous 
mong: thy lacks ,, thy hair is like. the flock: of gut 
which look, dawn from the mountains of Gilead ; Th 
Feeth like a flock. of ſheep in goodorder, which go 


from the waſhing, which every one bring ont twins, an 


none is barren among them. The believing Soul, 


ſenſible of her own ſinfulneſs, and continual weak 


neſs, and many backſlidings, and: all uofruitfu 
nels, its the work of Jeſus to comfort her, and 
commend. her beauty and fairneſs in her eyes, 
becauſe ſhe looks always to Jeſus ; for wittont 
him. the eye is: not. ſatisfied with ſeeing ; in bt 
Locks of hair; for ſhe is not trimmed with Hat 


curled:, and: embroidered with Gold , _ 
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chat hidden man of the Heart. In her Teth, 
fet in good order”; for rey ear not to fatisfie the 
Fleſh in its luſts, burt- they feed on Jeſus the true 
Bread whichicame down from Heaven, and gives 
life' unto the Soul. | 

Verſe 3. In her Leps, for they are not exerciſed 
io vain babling ,, ef heathenrſh minds, but call 
upon the Lord in' re needfo] time of trouble, 
aid ſpeak forth hs-praiſes in the midſt of 
the great Congregation , even of all. that 
loye the'appeararice of our Lord Jeſus. In her 
Tenples, for they/are not filPd with vain imagina- 
tions/,- but with the knowledge of God , which 
through Jeſus -covers che whole earth, as the wa- 
ters the Seas. | 
Perſe 44 In-her Neck; for that ſhe is not ſtub- 
horn and ſtiffnecked, always reſiſting the wiſ- 
dom of the holy: Ghoſt, but willing to take the? 
yoke of Jeſiis vpon her, for it is eaſie; for his fer- 
vice is petfe@ freedom. 

Verſe 5: I het Breaſts, for they arenot- fill®d: 
ith vanity and folly, bat with the ſincere milk 
of the Word! 

Verſe 6. Ahd'as hedoth, ſo doth ſhe feed among 
the Lallies 1.211 the day break, and the ſtatows fre 
«may: Her Communion is with the Saints of 
God, waiting for the appearance of Jeſis' more 
and more to enlighten her ſoul ini the ways of life 
and truth: And he concludeth, 7 will go into the 
mountain of” Myrrhe and\Incenſe, ſignifying that he 
will withdraw himſelf from her, which will be bir- 
ter unto her, but\will-make her to long-rmore-ear- 
neftly for: his preſence; and cleave more eloſe to 
bim': And*whten he*find s'her ſo, he-ſairh; 

CE-2 Verfe 
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V.7.Theu art all fair O my Love,and there is w ſy 
3: thee, Thegreatelt purity of the Soul is in cleg- 


conſtantly to Jeſus by faith, that neither proſpe- 
rity, nor adverſity, life, nor death , nor any 


other thing can give her hope, nor make her de 
ſpair of his goodneſs and faithfulneſs. 


Verſe 3. Come with me from Lebanon my Spouſe, 


with me from Lebanon, look fromthe tep of Amana, 
from the top of Shenir, and Hermon, from the dens 
of the Lions , from the mountains of the Leoparai, 


Here the Lord calls his Spouſe: to him from the 


mountains, even from all high thoughts of her own 
wiſdom or righteouſneſs, though they ſeem tobe 
as Lebanin, a Mountain of Canaan , to wit, holy 
and religious, yet are they dens of Lions, and 
mountains of Leopards, to wit, the ſeat of the 
Heart that truſts in its own goodneſs, and harbors 
thoſe cruel Beaſts of prey, even Pride and diſdain 
of others ; from hence he calls her, and faith,Com! 
with me, to wit, Learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart ; and when ſhe hath learned this, he 
faith; 

Verſe g. My Siſter, my Spouſe, thou haſt wounded 
wy heart, thou haſt wounded iy heart with one of thy 
exes, ard with the chain of thy nrch, When the eje 
of the Spoufe looks continually after her Beloved, 
it increaſes Love, Jeſus is delighted in ſuch aſoul 
as tenderly as a Lover in his Beloved; and this 
Chain of Love, whereby fhe is bound ſo cloſe t0 
him, is more delightful than a Chain of. Gold z- 
bout her Neck. 


Verſe 10. My Siſter » my Spouſe , how fas 1 thy 


Love? how much better is thy Love than Wine? and 
he ſavour of thy Oont ments than all Spices, Here) 
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ſus lets the Spouſe know, -that as ſhe eſteemed of 
him , his Kiſſes , his Name , his Oyntments , ſo 
doth he eſteem of her, her Love, her Oyntments, 
itsas del ghttul to him that ſhe caſts her ſelf and 
all her Burdens, Sins, Wants, and Weakneſs 
upon him, as ſhe is pleaſed that he relieves her 1a 
all things. * 309 

Verſe 11. Thy Lips, my Spouſe, drop as Floney- 
combs, Honey and Milk, are nnder thy Tongue, ard 
the ſavanr of thy garment is as the ſavonr of Leba- 
| zoo. The Spoule, the believing Soul delights in 
nothing io much as in declaring the Mercies of 
God to ſinners, even to ſinful ſinners, to the re- 
bellious , and hiſſing out all the conceited Holi- 
neſs of man, as abominable, filthy, ſtinking Hy- 
pocrifie, and magnifying the greatneſs and free- 
neſs of the Grace of God ; this makes her Lips 
and her Tongue well pleaſing unto Jeſus, and 
the favour of her Garments are fragrant , for 
they are the righteouſneſs of J21us. = 

Verſe 12. My Siſter, my Spouſe is as a Gard: n ene 
cloſed, as 4 Spring ſhut up, and a Fommtain ſealed. 
This is that our Saviour rejoyced in exceedingly, 
thanking the Father that he hid theſe things from 
the wiſe of the world; this is that which neither 
eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, nor heart conceived z 
| therefore the Apoſtle ſaith , The rrue Few 15 n.t 
praiſed of men. | 

Verſe 13 & 14. Thy Plants are as an Orchard of 
Pomegranates , of ſweet fruits, as Camphire, and 
Spiknard, and Calamus, Saffron and Cinamon, with 
& trees of Myrrhe , Aloes, and Tncenſ:, with all 
fhief Spices, Thus is the Life of a Chriſtian that 
lives in ſtedfaſt Faith, Hope and Charity, adorn- 
__ Cc 3 > 
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ed with all fruits of the $ pirit, as Love, Joy, Peace, 


&c. whereby ſhe is beautiful in the fight of Je 
{us 6 
4 erſe 15. O Fountain of the Gardens, Well of lin. 
eng waters, and Springs of Lebaxon ! Thus hecloſg 
up his Commendations-of her with an emphatica 
Admiration of her rare worthineſs , attributing 
to her the vertues of the Holy Gnoſt, becauſehe 
ing led by him, ſhe brought forth ſuch fruits. 
Vere 16. Ariſe O Norih-wind , come O South, 
Low on my Garden, that the Spice thereof may fm 
out > let my well keloved come to his Garden, andit 
hrs pleaſant fruit. Here the Spoule prays that the 
winds may blow on her Garden; which is, that 
the Spirit of God may always guide ber in all her 
ways, that her Lord Jeſus may never withdray 
his power and preſence from her, but evermore 
be with her, and ſet his delight upon her, for {he 
her ſelf is his Garden. | | 
Chap. 5. Verſe i. I am come into my Garaen, m 
Siſter, my Spouſe, I have gathered my. Myrre mith 
wry Spice, I ite my Honey comb, with my Honey, | 
 @rank, my Wine wub my Milk ;, Eat O Friends, ariik 
. and make you merry O well beloved. This is Jes! 
Exultation in the fruitfulnefs of his Beloved, lit 
Church, whom when he comes to, he finds bitter 
Myrrhe, and ſweet Spice together , ſorrow and 
mourning over her own corrupt Nature, joy and 
delight in Jeſus; ſo Wine for the .comfort of the 
elder, Honey and Milk for the delight and gromth 
of Children. , 
—_ Ferſe2. I fleep, bu xy heart waketh.; it ts the cn 
ef my well beloved that knocketh, ſaying, Open to\mt, 


ay Siſter, my Love, my Dove, my wndifiled, rs 
DS eq 
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leid is fall of dew, and wy locks with the drops of the 
yebt. Here is the Spoute declaring the faichfal- 
ok of Jeſus, but her own weakneſs. Jeſus hath 
wry her to reſt in bim, but her deceirful Heart 

waking to carnal pleaſures and earthly profits, 
20! her own Hiolinefs withal, for theſe Joyn tbge= 
WE ther ; but the true holineſs of Jefus will joyn with 
WF bothing. And Jeſus krocks and calls , butſhe ex- 

cuſeth, - 

Verſe 3. I have put off my Coat, how ſtall T put 'ﬆt 
in? Thave waſhed my feer, how ſhall I defile them ? 
Though he intreats with loving words, and ſhews 
his Sufferings for her , ſhe is unwilling to receive 
him ; ſhe hath another Reſt, and another Clean- 
neſs. But then faith ſhe, | 

Verſe 4. My well Beloved put in his hand by the 
hole of the or, and my heart was affetioned toward 
him. Words will not ptevail , but when the hand 
coines, as the Church ſaith by 1/aiah, He laid hs 
hand iy me, and he tantht me mmghrily. The King- 
dom of God is in power. The Captain rides on 

the white Horſe, conquering and to conquer ; now 
» heart is conquered, her affeQtions are turned to. 
Jeſus. | | | 

Perſe 5. 1 roſe up to open to my Beloved, and iny 
hands did drop down myrrne,and my fingers pure inyrrhe 
upon the handles bf the door ;, now is it a bitterheſs to 
her that ſhe refuſed the Lord, the grief pictceth. 
tyen to the fingers end. 
_ Verſe 6. I openes to my well beloved, but hs was gow 
ha paſt. hy heart was gone when he did ſpeak, I ſought 
bimn, but I could not find him , T called, but he ahſwtr ths 
me yot. Thus when we refuſe him.,and regard not his' 
wotd , he will hide himſelf from us when we ſeek 
CC-4 him 5 


; 
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him; when we call, he will not an{wer,that he 
let ys know how evil it is to refule, hym,and teachy 
to wait continually for him,not ſatisfied withanyd, 
ther thing. FR; Re hl 
 V.7. Thewatchmen that went abont the City, fam 
me. the ſmote me ard wounded re-the watchmex of thy 
w-Us took away my vail frcm me. Here's the Preacher 
and Teachers in humane wiſdom, ; do at every run 
afflict the heart of rne Believer, as Ezck told then, 
Ye make the hearts of the righteous ſad, . .... 
V8. I charge you,O Danghters of Feruſalemyfyu 
find my well beloved, that you tell him I am fk. oF 
Now the Spouſe charges all profeſſors of forma 
Religion, it they find her beloved, to tell him that 
ſhe isfick of Love,; her ſoul grieved that ſhe open 


- Tot to him, begs his pardon, and to-return to-her, 
for ſhe can have no pegce nor comfort till ſhe. ſee 


him, and he ſhew his old Love toher. _ 
F. g. O thou faireſt among women, what u thy mel 
belaved more than another w«ll beloved ? what «1 
well beloved more than anether Lover, that thou diſt | 
charge us ? This is the wiſdom of the world, as1n 
the Goſpel; 1s not thu the Carprnters Son? tit) 
could nor then eſteem of him, bur ſcorn, hate and 


perſecute him ; ſa now : what is believing, in Chiilt, 


ſay all formal profeſſors ? if heaven could beat 
tain'd that way, it were eaſily attain'd ; it's beter 


to perform all our Duties, ſays ane; to keepour 


Covenant, ſays another; to be baptized after we 
believe, ſays a third ; to ſay Thoy, and You, jays3 
paareh , ſo any Toy-is better than Faith. in Chril; 

ut the Spauſe anfwers, 7 | 


. if —_ . 


F. 10. My well belovedis white and rnddy.the cbif- 


et of ten thouſand. Here. is the Chriſtians eſtoem of 
_ : . EDS SO eB fre TIS. + 4 him ; 
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kim; as.if one; faid, If ye invent ten thouſand ways 
to. pleaſe God , for pardon of fin , mortifying the 
feſh, and fanCtifying the ſoul, and guiding our 
ways, is not the Son of God to be preferr'd before 
V. 11,12,13: His Head is as fine Gold, 'his Leeks 
curd and black, as a Raven, bis Eyes are like Doves 
won the rivers of water, which are waſht with Miik , 
ard remain by the full Veſſels; his Checks are as a Bed 
of Spices, and as ſweet Flowers,, his Lips like Lillies, 
dropping down pure Myrrhe. Pure and ſolid. is his 
Countel, they that follow. chem, ſhall not periſh; 
black and comly is ts Countenance,whoſo delights 
init, though they be diſhonoured of men, they ſhall 
be bleſſed of:the Lord; his Sight, rejoyceth in ſim- 
plicity, they that receive, it, and refle&, on him a- 
zaln, are waſht from all uncleanneſs, and fiiPd:wich 
J;. ſweet, and. fragrant; are. his Cheeks to: them 
that delight in-him, and they ſhall be ſo inthe fight 
of God, although ſmitten and deſpiſed of men, as 
he was ; his Speech 1ound and ſincere to the Soul, 
though bitter ro. the Fleſh... 
JV. 14. His Hands as Rings of Gold ſet with the 
Chriſolite ;, to wit, his Work is the accompliſhmer.t 
of his Counſel ; what he determines, he alſo brings 
to paſs, and none elſe; for whom he hath choſen, 
them he hath call'd, juſtified; ;ſanCtified and glori- 
ied; and this work is pure and ſolid asGold and' 
precious ſtones z his Belly is Ws 


; ONES 2015 D like white lvory:cover- 
ed with Saphires . his weake part pure and hea- 


4 


\ renly.the weakneſs of God is ſkrqnger than man. 
. V.15. His Legs. as pillars of Uarble ſet upen ſockets 
if fine Gold; he walks in his ,great ſtrength, . and. 
ſtands faſt in the'day of trial, as before. Herod and 

arts 


\ 
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Pilate, all bl his adverfaries, and'{o hall Althy MY ' 
thar truſt in him : 5; Cormenwice #6 Libn, 
excellent as the Cedars, mighty and'slotious, bit {M"" 
terrible to his Adverſaries. 944 207: LOO 
V. 16. His mouth as fweet things ;, Thi tis 
rance of his voyce'is the greateſt {weetneſs'tothe 
Soul; for he calls them that fit indarknefs"abdh 
the ſhadow of death, yea that are detd. in ſits , b- 
to the life ard Tizht of God + therefore he is whit: 
ly deleCtable : This is wy well belbved, #hd this _ 
Lover, O Daughters of Feruſuleys : Cat you nd 
compare your forms, your zeal, yout works, bor | 
Duties , your Covenant-keepimng , 26d the li et) 
this my well beloved?'ate they notlike the Talk 
that would reign overafi the Trees '6F the Foreſt! 
_ V. 17..0 thou faireſt umong wonett, Whither is 
well-beldved gone, whiter is be turtetl afide, tht i 
may ſeek vim with thee * Thus when Chrilt is tidy 
preached, ſome are perſwaded; 'and fet on tehitt, 
and hunget after hit; but none tan _trvly pres 
him but his own Spouſe; even they that have expt- 
rience of all his work upon their Soufs, and cad ff 
to their Hearers ,- Come, arid fee what he hath 
done for my Soul. | os,” 
Chap. 6.Y. 1. My well Bbloved it gont down into Mi 
Gardes, to his Bed of Spices, to feed 17 tht yatdens ut 
gather Lilies, This 'is the work of Jeſus, event 
make himſelf knownto the Elect, they att his git- 
den, there is his Bed 6f Spices ; for itt his pteſents 
is fulneſs of joy, and at his right hand are pleaſbtt 
for eyermore ; andthis is his repaft or feeding, tb 
call therh to the knowledpe vf the Truth, abtith 
are the Lilies which (he gathers, who havetl { bt 
garments waſhed and made white fit his 81000 
therefore he ſaith, ral 
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Verſe 2. 1 ar my well beloveds, and my well below- 
ed is mine, he feedeth among the Lyulies. Yere is a 
rye Marriage 1, :both have one Bed, and one Ta- 
ble; he is the Head, and they his Members ; he 
| Wzſheth, and they are white as Lilies; rherefore 

he faith, | 

Wife 3. Thor art bpanriful,0 my Love, a Tire ; 
comely as Feruſalem, terrible as an Army with Ban- 
rs. Here is the Commendation of the Church, 
his People compared for beauty to Cities , which 
are at unity in theinſelves, and have good order 
and government, by Charter from the King; 1ſo 
haththe Church from her King Jeſus, not by Ru- 
ers and 'Precepts, which are the common Laws, 
but by peculiar Charter,even the Spitit,che pledge 
of their inheritance, and the Word of Truth giv- 
eninto their hearts : ſo for ſtrength & vaiour com- 
pered to an Army with Banners; for her Colours: 
ae continually 'diſplay?d againſt Satan , Sin , Hell, 
and Death, and ſhe is more than- Conqueror 
tirough the - Blood of the heavenly Teſta- 
mens. Vers | 

MW nſec 4, 5,6. Tarn away thine eyes from me, for 
#4) overcome me; thine hair 3s like a flock of Goats 
which look dewn from Mount Gilead, thy Teeth is 
like a_fleck, of ſheep which: go np from the waſhing , 
Witch every one bring forth Twins, and none 4) barren 
ang them. Thy Temples are within thy loths as a 
| an of a Pomegranate. Of theſe before , Chap. 4- 
Wje1,2,9. Chat 

Wa 7. Therd are vu ove” Oneens', and fours 
cv Concubines, and of Dawoſets without number. 


- CT ADT, OO RS... 


—__—_—w—— - ae > ti FREE Ss...  —_—_ XV 9 I OO —._ kk... LI = 


There are! many Profeffors of Religion ; many 
Fays of Holineſs , - which: all eſteem themſelves 
| "=P lovers 


290 — An Eppoſition:of: the: 

' lovers of Jeſus; but my Dove is-alone., my unde. 
filed isthe only Daughter of her: Mother, -andihe 
is dear to her that bare her ; the Daughters hays 
ſeen her, and counted. her bleſſed, :the Queens and 
Coacubines have praited her. Here is the com 
mendat1on of the Church, firſt, ſhe is alone; for 
God hath, taught her not to make-a League with 
the profeſlors of a formal religion,nor.to fear they 
Fear. (for it is taught by the traditions of men 
nor-to give hand; to the Adulrterer,. nor to rw 
unto exceſs and riot, nor to have. communion, 10 
not to eat with ſuch: as are called Brothers, if the 

live;in any.way of | folly and riotouſneſs. 
Secondly, Shess the,only Dang hter of ber Mater 
and dear toher that bare her ;, for her Birth is from 
the Love of God to man, and that continuesſflil, 
and ſhe is kept by the power of God throughFaith 
unto ſalvation; and this do all ſee-in an outward 
appearance, and commend it, but they ſet 
not in the truth of it, nor attain it. , - 
Verſe 9, Who ts ſhe that looketh forth as the Mart 
ing, fair as the Moon, pure as the Sun, terrible am 
Army with Banners ? \'Here Jeſits commends bi 
Spouſe; to be as fair as the Moon, - becauſe ſhe 
ceives her beauty from him as the Moon from ths 
Sun, and to be as pure as. the Sun , . becauſe ſhe 1k 
united'to hifn, wha.is the Sun of all purity ; att 
"ws She 45 terrible #s an Army with Banners , 3 be- 
Verſe 10. I went down 'to the Garden of Nuts, 0 
ſee the ' fruits of the Valley, -to ſee if the Vine buddy 
if the Pomegranate fleariſbed : Herenis the low d& 
ſcenſion of .Jeſus , as low: as; to the-half Shrubs 
even the meaneſt of hjs-people, to. ſee if np 
| Ce1V6 
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ined aoy vertpe-from him, who is the true Vine, 
ary cordial Comforts from him that gives all yer- 


, 


je to the Pomegranates. 


Verſe | 
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Verſe 2. Thy Navel a round Goblet, whith way Ml v 
not Liquor. By the Navel-ftring is blood coming. MW # 
nicated to the Infant in the womb., whereby i tt 
groweth ; fo is Life communicate@ to every tie th 
Believer in Jeſus, they fhall want'no Liquor:for ff © 
he gives them water of the Welt of Life freely. & 
And thy Belly 3s like a heap ef wheat fet abvirmil thi 
Lilies; Such an Ornament would be pleafant'ty Ml Ne 
ſee. So Chriſtians enjoy both food” and pleafirein Ml 
the Houſe of God. oe on 

Verſe 3. Thy two Breaffs as two young Rees tha an tf) 
Tmins - As Twins, are both of one Mother,” and b 
both fed with the Tike food, ſd both the breaſts'pfz il 0 
Chriſtian, to wit, both his Soul and Body ater | 
newee by Jefts,& fed by the word of life frottihin;M '* 

V. 4 Thy Neck like a Tower of Foory ;, pure .ant the 
ſtiff in the ways of Jeſas, not wielcuns to eh Jl 
ſhew of Religion in the way. of hypocriſie. Th fro 
"Eyes like the Fi(h-pools of Heſhbon' in. the gate ef, Ball: of 
rabbim. As the Fif-pools were full of water, fo ar t 
the eyes of a true Believer full of Tight, to diſt - 


between things that differ, even between the Gait 
of God, and the works of man, hetween the fi i Bu 
of the Spirit-and'the works'of the" fleſh; between 
the Covenant of works, andthe Covenant of grace 
between the faith of Chriſtians, ard rh faitffel 
Devils and Hypocrites. Thy Neſe 5s like the Toi 
| of Lebanon that looketh towards” Damaſem; tow, 
chou.art always. defirous. togive out'or receivetlt 
ſmell of Chriſtianity.in the Heathens;or the unco- iſ 5% 
verted, thatall Nations mipht receive the Grad g 
of God, and caſt away their. Idols. . 

V: 5. Thy Head is like Scarlet, and the Buſh of hl / 
| Head likg purple, to wit, died in grain, thee " 

as | 
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willnot fade; for Jeſus the Son of God is thy head, 
therefore the King bound'in the Gatteries;, Jefs is 
thy Head and King, and he walks with thee in alk 
y paths andturnings. — "_ 

on How fanr art thau, and'hew pleaſant art thou. 
0 my Love, it! pleaſnres. * By way of queſtion here 
the Lord ſheweth that there are no pleaſures ſo de- 
Fzhtful ro man, as the lijghe of Gods countenance 
ta Chriſtiays Soul, as Davidaffirms, Pſ.' 4. 

F. 7. Thi thy Starnve ts like the Palm-tree, and 
thy Breaſts like Eluſters ; bigh im the growth of faith, 

jable in ne profehiein all things, & to all per- 

ns, & doubts in ftuitfulnefs.is the true Chriſtian. 

F.8. 1 ſaid, I'will go up intothe Palm-tree, Twill 
take bold of her boughs , thy. Breaſts ſhall now be likg 
the cluſters of the Fine, thy Noſe like Apples: When 
Jeſus rakes hqld of the Soul , irs. preſently turned 
from the ſervice ar pleaftres of men to the ſervice 
of God, thatboth ſoul: and bady may be implanteq 
nto the true Vine, and ſhe may ſmell the comforts 
of God as pleqgfant as Apples. 

V.g. And the roof of thy month like gaod wing which 
qeth ftr aight to my well beloved.,and cauſeth the bps aff 
the ancient to ſpeak; Here js a myſtery, he faith to his 
well beloved that thr roof (of ber mouth, ts like good 
wine, which geeth ſtraight ta his well beloved ; there- 
tre underſtand, as the roofof the mouth is the ſta- 
bility of the ſpeech, he it, is that is the ſtability, of 
al things to his Church, & the.wine of conſolation 
goeth ſtraight unto his beloved, for they are truly. 
alicted hearts, and it cauſeth them, though never - 
{0 ancient, to ſpeak out his praiſes. 

V.10. Tam my welt beloved*s, ard his deſire is to- 
wards me. Thisis the Seal that true Believers have . 
| certain 


certain..aſſurance of the Love of God to them'tg 
— hem, notwithſtanding all their weakneſs and 
Taillings. ... TI i Bs 0%2 Hg} 
V.11. Come my well beloved, let ts go'fouth imq thy 
field, let us remain in the villages. As the Lord. in his 
Humanity did go through fields, & from village tg 
village, to work the works of God, and to give te- 
{timony of his great works upon the Soul, by his 
miraculous cures upon mens Bodies;ſo doth he lead 
bis ſervants to be doing good , and declaring the 
goodneſs of God where-ever they:can.i _ 
PF. .12.,Let us get up early tothe Vane, let u ſerif 
the Vine flouriſh, if it hath budded the ſmall grape, if 
the pomegranate flouriſh, there will I give thee my lo; 
to wit,let our diſcourſe be concerning Jeſus, letys 
ſee if. there-be any underſtanding of him amongſt 
men, if there be any works of Grace and Falth in 
their hearts, if it be bit as ſmall buds, if therebe 
any comforts of the Spirit upon them, thereby ſhzlk 
thou know my great love to men. . -.., 
V. 13. The Mandrakgs have given 4 ſmell, andin 
our gates are all ſweet things new and old; my well b- 


loved, I have kept them for thee. The. ſmell of the, 
Mandrake is faid to make the barren'womb to con-, 


ccive and bear Children, Jeſus is the Mandrakes, 
to his people,to make them fruitful in good works, 


which before were as void of any good, as thebat-. 


ren womb of children, for they were dead in fins; 
and it is now ſweet and pleaſing unto the Lord that 
they confels their old barrenneſs, and declare their 
fruitfulnes throughTeſus, for this is the ſetting forth 
his true praiſe, which none can do bur they, he hath 
| kept it for them, they are the Scribes well taught to 

the Kingdom of Heaven, which bring forth f their 
treaſures both old andnew. Chap. 
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Chap 8. Verſe 1. Oh that thou weit as my Brother, 
that ſucked the breaſts of my Mother, I would fird thee 
nithout, I would kiſs thee, then they ſbou!d not de- 
{piſe thee;, This is the zelievers earneſt defire- for 
che Converſion of others, making known their na- 
tural condition that they are without, that they 
are not of Chriſts flock; that they live without 
God in the world, ſtrangers to the Covenant of 
Grace, and the opening the work of God, the 
freeneſs of Grace, his great love to man in Jeſus ; 
. this is the finding him without and kiſſing him, & 
when he lays hold on this, though he be deſpiſed in- 
the world, he ſhall not be deſpited, but highly hg- 
Nobred of God and all his Saints and Servants. 
\ Varſe 2. 1 will lead thee and bring thee into my mo- 
thers Houſe, that is; I will declare all the work of 
God upon me, how [ was begotten by the word of 
Truth, and born of water and the Holy Gnoſt,and 
Sucked the fincere milk of the word, and grew 
thereby unto the ſtature of a man in Chriſt, and all 
tirough the free love of Gcd in Chriſt. 
- Thou ſhalt teach: ye, the unconverted being mo- 
red by theſe Teftinionies, on the one ſide tro..!.I2& 
With his ſad condition, on the other fide, his af- 
{tions moved to deſire ſo comfortable an Eſtate, 
Gefires tobe taught-by his Teacher, thar can de- 
clare both the old and new eſtate ſo well, and 1ays 
plainly, then ſhalt teach me. 

I will cauſe thee #6 drink ſpiced wine, new wine of 
the Pomgranate 3 Here the Believer goes on to Jet 
Athers know all the ſweet and free mercies of God 
in Jeſus, /zkg ſpiced wive;, and all the comforts of 
tieHoly Ghoſt calldd wine of the P:amoranate, be= 
cauſe they come from Jeſus. | 

| Ep D Verſe 
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Verſe3. His left hand ſhall be under my head, an 
his right hand ſhall embrace me ; "The new Convert 
comes to the ſame confidence in Jeſus that her Tex. 
cher had, which ſhews the teaching .of God,;make 
all alike to truſt in Chriſt. 

Verſe 4. T charge youO daughters of Feruſalem that 
ye ſtir not up nor waken my beloved until ſhe pleaſe Here 
Jeſus expreſſeth alſo the like love and care over 
his new Convert as to the former 3 he is no reſpeftq 
of Perſons, , | 971 

Verſe 5. Who is this that cometh up out of thewi. 
derneſs, leaning upon her well-beloved ? By this que- 
tion is ſhewed the great love which new Convert 
have in Jeſus ; they have left all to depend whil- 
Iy upon Jeſus; I raiſed thee up unaer an Apple-tre, 

there thy Mother Conceived thee';, there ſhe conceioul 
that bare thee. By an Apple-tree is:'meant, the love 
of God to man, fo Jeſvs ſtill makes known toal, 
that God ſe loved the world, that he ſent him, thiit wh 
ſoever believed in him, ſhould not periſh, but havteutr- 
laſting life. therefore the Believer craveth;' 

Verſe 6. & 7. Set me as a Seal: on thy heart), « 
# ſiqnet on thy Arm, \for love is ſtrong as death, jeala 

- fie is cruel a; the Grave, the coals thertef are fitty 
coals, a vihement flame, much water cannot qui! 
love, nether can the floutls drown it, if a man-would 
g5ve all the ſubſtance of his houſe for Ive they would 
greatly contemn it. Here is a plain declaring of tne 
greatneſs of the Believers lovEto Jeſus, and Praj- 
ing that by his firm love to her, it might be ſo eſt 
bliſht, that nothing can remove nor abate it. 
Verſe 8. We have alittle fiſter, what ſhall'weds 
when ſhe ſhall be ſpoke: for ?. Here the Beijeving foul 
prays for merey to his body,. which is weak; t0 
wilca the 1,0: d a9lwers, | Perje 
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af Verſe 9- If ſhe-he.a Wall, we will build upon her 4 
ſilver Palaee, 4f fhe.be a door, wewilt keep her in with 
lwards of Cedar:, Where this (if) is not a conditio- 
mlword, but-afficmative ; and is'thus to be Read, 


- ſeeing ſhe is the outward wall wherein the Belie- 


ving' Soul dwells, ſhe ſhall be. Built up to a ſilver 
Palace; and' feeing ſhe is . the door whereby all 
the external expreſſions of Love are exhibited, we 
will keep her-in'with boards of Cedar, which is no 
other , but ſhe ſhall be partaker of glory and im- 
mortality with the 'Soul. As. Paul, ſhews,. 1 Cor. 
45- therefore-ſhe ſaith} | -__ 
Perſe 10. Tama li/all and my Breſts are as Towers 
thin mas I before him as one that findeth' Peace ;, She 


confeſſeth and Jeſus accepteth, ſo there isa firm 


PEACE. j ; 


-. Verſe 11. Solomon had a Vineyard in Baal-hamon, 


he gave the Vineyard to Keepers, every 01:6 bringeth for 


- the frxit thereof a thouſand picces of ſilver ; By So/0= 


mon underſtand the Lord Jeſus, by the 77ze the 
Goſpel, or Covenant of Grace, or the hid myſte- 
ries of the word of Truth; or the ſincere milk of 
the word ;* by* Baak-hamor,*the-Profeſiion of the 
worſhip of God ; by Keepers the Miniſters of truth, 
byathouſand, the Souls of all-true Converts ; and 


then it will beread to the comfort of Chriſtians : 
. My pieyard which is mane 75 before me. 


Verſe 12. Tothee O Solomnn a thouſand and. two 


 bundreth, to:them that keep the fruit thereof ;, By two 
hundrechunderſtand, juy inthe Converſion of fin- 


ners, and then there will be love-to Chriſtians, be- 


* 


10g always'inthe preſence -of God, glory to-Jeſus; 
and joy to the Miniſters of the: T'rwh. 76 


Dd , | | Lerſo 
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Verſe 13. O thouthat dwelleſÞin the Gardimi,vie 
Companions hearken unto thy voice, cauſe me to heavy, 
Here's the cry of 2 hungry Soul unto Jeſus, 'why 
teſtifies the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and they that hear ſhall live; therefore ſhe 
faith, the Companions, even thoſe that have fellow. 
ſhip with the Father and our Lord Jeſus, as-the 
Divine ſaith, theſe hear the voice of the Son of God: 
therefore She cries, cauſe me to hear it; it's ops 
ning the ear and turning the heart to diſcipline, 
Verſe 14. O my well-beloved flee away, and be lie 
a Roe or a young Hart upon the mountain of Spie 
Hear the Spouſe defires to have her well-beloved 
to her ſelf; to be unto all thewiſeof the worlds 
aRoeor young Hart, as a young or little thingaf 
ſmall value; but unto his own, as a Mountain 


Spices altogether, ſweet and defectable;and great MW * 
ly to be defired. | MI 7 
C 
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8 Frome Prophet ſpeaketh very myſtically, towit WW 7! 
L by external things figuring inward things, vi © 
temporal ſpiritual] by things of the body, things oF m 
the ſoul. as, ID 

Chap. 1. Verſe 2. Hear O Heavens, heark O Earth WM Ye 
is meavt, Angelsand Sons ofmen ; Yerſe 5,68 
By the Head, Heart, and Foot, "is meant all facu: 
ties of the Soul, and members of the body, andall 
all the whole Nation; the King whois the H 


the Governours who are the heart, the Sou 
| | WW 
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 whoarethe Feet and Limbs ; By Wounds, Swellings, 


and Corrupe Sores, all manner of fn and inzquity;.; 
by wrapped, bound up, and moliified with oyl, the love 
of God , that wraps up the Soul tenderly, the fear 
of God, that binds the heart cloſe to God, the co- 
venant of Grace that ſoftens and enlarges the heart 
of man to all goodneſs. 

. Verſe 75. Your Land is waſte. The Soul that wants 
the Spirit of God to mortifie the deeds of the 
fleſh, and to guide him in the ways of God, is like 
a waſte place thar brings forth nothing bur thorns 
and bryars ; Your Cities are burnt with fire ; The bo- 
dy wherein the Soul dwells being not ſubjected to 
the will of God, is continually enflamed with ra- 


| ging luſts, which make it as burned cities,where 


there is nothing left bur heaps of rubbiſh, and ſo 
are become the habitation of Owls and Screech- 
Owls; Zimm and 'Fim, wicked Spirits, a cage of 
unclean Birds, a Den ef Beaſts of Prev ; Strangers 


devour your Land in ycur preſence ;, your hearts that 
ſhould be the Recept:cle of the Grace of God, & 


all the operations of it, and the producer of all 
the fruits of the ſpirit, is devoured by raging luſts ; 
ſo that the abomination of deſolation is ſet upin the 
place where it ought not to be. Ard that 52 your 
preſence; to wit, you knowing that theſe things 


ought not to be, that you ſhould not yield your 


members to ſuch wickedneſs, and that the judg- 
went of God is juſt againſt them that do iuch things 
yet you have ſo Sold your ſelves to wickedneſs , 
you are ſo enſlaved to Satan and Sin, that you can 
take pleaſure in nothing but that, you know will 
be the perpetual deſtruction of your Souls. 


Dd 's-.-:. Verſe 
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like a Cottagein a Vineyard, like a' Lodg in 4 Garden 
of Cucumbers, like a Beſteged City. Lion 1s always 
uſed for the Church or people.of God, whichis 
poor and low like a Cottage ; -but in a Vineyard, 
every Soul Planted in Jeſus the true Vine ,,. they 
have flagons of the beſt wine to cheer the heart, 
they are like a Lode, a refting place for ſtrangers 
and Pilprims weaned from the world,but they dwell 
In a Garden of Cucumbers, which are a ſawce that 


makes the meat delightful, even Jeſus, that makes. 


the Croſs joyful, the Tree that made the bitter 
waters ſweet ; and ſhe zs like abeſieged City, ſhe is 
within ſet about and exerciſed with many c ſtrong 
Temptations; Satan will winnow - her like wheat, 
without ſhe is afflicted and perſecuted by hateful, 
envious, wicked hypocrites. 23 

Verſe 10. Hear the word of the Lord O Princes of 


| Sodom, Hearken to the Law of our God O people of Go- 


morrh ;, Firſt here is to be underſtood, that Sodow 


and Gomorrah, were known to be abominably wic- 
. ked, by the dreadful judgment-of God upon them; 
and therefore it was odiousto 1ſrael! to be compa-! 


red to them, as it is with us to be compared to 


Turks and Papi/ts, yet the Prophet lets them know 


that they are as evil as they were, though Godbe 
patient and long ſuffering t6wards them ; So ifever 
the Truth do enter any of our Souls, it will Jet us 
know that we are as wicked as Papiſts or Turks. 'Se- 
condly., where as he bids them hearken to the word 
and law of God, and in the Verſes following ſpeaks 
againſt ail the Sacrifices and Services required and 


enjoyned in the Law of God ;. this ſhews all our ex-/ 


$crzal performance of- any Duties (as men Calls 


An Expoſition of the | 
Verſe 8. And the Daughter of Z1o0n ſhall rea 
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them) to wit, whatſoever 1s required inthe word 
of God is abominable to God, when that work of 
God is not wrought in the heart, which makes 
them of Sinners Sons of God ; for till then they are 
ſtrangers and Aljens to the Covenant of Grace,& 
live without God in the world, every one hearing 
the Idol of his heart before him ; therefore God 
zives not his word to them, but to his own people, 
to whom he ſpeaks as to Sons, ſaying, My Son give 
mt thy keart ;, but the other take his word into their 
mouths and declare his Statutes they profeſs and- 
preach too , obedience to the word, bur its to the 
Letter that kills, for the Spirit or truth of the word 
that quickens, hath found no place with them, 
therefore they abhor it, and all that either profeſs 
orteach it.” | 

In the remainder of the Chapter he ſhews their 
wicked hypocriſie in their ſtrict Exerciſe of Religi- 
on, and performance of all their duties, fometimes 
in plain words, ſometimes in figures, as that their 
filver is become drofs, their wine mixt with wa- 
tr, worſhiping God in ſpirit and truth, which is 
In the truth of their heart humbled under the 
ſenſe of their ſin; and hungring after righteouſ- 
neſs is pure ſilver or gold, but performing the ſer- 
vice, (becauſe ſo commanded) is filthy droſs : So 
tie grace of God is wine to cherriſh the Soul, but 
when it's mixt with the works of man, it's as 
wine clearly deſtroye& with over much water. 

In the 17th, and 25th. Verſes he touches the 
works of God in Jeſus, where he ſaith, come now, he 
calls them our of themſelves and from all their 
own workings, and then tells them, he will work 
althe works of righteouſneſs in them ; which he 
Dd 4 ſets _ 
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ſers forth by cleanſing out their bloudy ſins,and ts. Wl & 
king away their droſsand their Tin; by whichis Ml { 
meant ,, all thar is of mans work and will, and ſub. Wl R 
jeRting the Soul tothe will of God, which istheic Ml in 
ſantifcation,which is figured by white as ſnow,Gc, MW 

in the 26th. Verſe he ſaith, 7 will Reflore thy Ml 1s 
F«agcs as at the firſt, ana thy Councellours as at th Il 
beginning; Is the bringing man to the truth of Ml hi 
Gods word, that all that is of man may be judged I ar 
and condemned and caſt away ; and that whichis MW 
of God may be the whole ſtay and ſtrength ofthe I fi 
Soul; that.God and Jeſus and the Holy Ghoſt may Ml Ii 
be his only Judges And then he (hews thatwhen Ill ti 
Gods work is wrought, 8ll the work and workers I th 
of Iniquity ſhall be caſt out, and every one ſhall I fr 
be aſhamed of his own ways, which before he a- Ml 1 
counted righteous and gain to his Soul, as Paul did; Ml I 
which is figured by Oaks that he defired and the JO 1n 
Gardens that he had choſen; and every one fhall JW 0! 


find himſelf, as unable tro do any righteouſneſs, MW 41 
25 the Oak whoſe heart is rotten out, 2nd ſap ſo Ii * 
dryed away that the very leaf fadeth , that it nei- JW © 
ther bears fruit nor bloſſom, and as the Garden MW 5 
that hath no water. th 
And then ſhall he eſteem his Religion which be- I { 
fore he accounted ſtrong, to be.as light and uſeleſs MW f 
as towe, & the Miniſter that taught him as a ſpark, WW U" 
and they ſhall burn together, and no Servant of i #1 
Gol ſhall defire them any more. ti 
Cha. 2. Verſe2. He faith, It ſhall be in theldf i ® 
aays the mountains of the Lords houſe ſhall be prep Wl ® 
red in the top of the mountains and exalted above 8 
hills, and all nations ſhall flow unto it ; men in.the!r Li 
wildom Exvounding this and other like places 4 
| | COll- (i 
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concerning a time to come. have teigned to them- 
fklves a triumphant, ſtate of the Church, and a ' 
Raign of Chriſt with his vervantsa thouſand years 
in this world, and the like vain fooleries, which. 
nothing profit the Soul ; but by the laſt days here, 
is underſtood, the laſt days of any true Chriſtian, 
whoſe firft days are days of vanity and folly, his 
heart being delighted in the pleaſures of the fieſh 
and vanities of the world ;, his ſecond days are un- 
der the Law, whereby the judgment of God againſt 
fn being declared, he betaketh himſelf toall Re- 
ligion and Holineſs and Zeal, and the like; all 
that he can do, to attain Heaven and eſcape Hell ; 
theſe are his hills and rocks he cries to, to ſave him 
from the wrath of God, for he is come to judgment. 
The laſt days are the days of Jefus ond faith in 
him which is the mountain of the Lords houſe, and 
in whoſe heart the Lord reveals Teſus and Salvati- 
on by faith in him, it is above all his former hills 
and mountains, they are altogether vaniſhed, his 
Soul abhors them, and unto this mountain doth 
every Believing Soul reſort in the day of Jeſas,who, 
5 tne power and wiſdom of God to falvation ; and 
though Jeſus himſelf was put to death, and they al- 
ſo ſuffer much for the word of Truth, even many 
of them cruel deaths, yet are they the Church tri- 
umphant; for Jeſus by death triumphed over death 
and over him that hath the power of death, even 
the devil ; ſo his Servants alto triumph in him over 
ail their enemies, even Satan, Sin, Hell and death, 
and though they live but oneday, yea but one hour 
It this faith, the Lord harh bleſt them with long 
Life; for one day is with the Lord as a thouſand years; 
and therefore David ſaith, one day 3n thy Courts is 
butter than a thouſand. | Verſe 
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Verſe 3. Here the Prophet ſhews how they that 
taſte oi this goodneſs ofGod carneſtly invite others 
to it, their Souls Long that all ſhould be Saved;and 
where he faith, rhe Law ſhall goforth of Zion, ard 
the word of the Lord from feruſalem ; underſtand by 
thoie words the Churchand People of God, for he 
faith before, tha: Gol jhall reach all ; to wir, by mic 
niſters whom he hath ſent, neither by a;y mirs. 
cles or ſtrange ways, nor yet by the common mj- 
niltry that teaches the word by humane wiſdom, 
but they that teach by <xperience ; that-can ſay 


Soul 

Y-rſe 4. In this Verſe where he faith, They ſhl 
tar their weapons into Inſtruments of husbandry, and 
ſhall not fraht any more, It is ſpoken only of the peo- 
ple of God, and the meaning is, that they contend 
no more for their Opinions and their Forms of re- 
ligion; they go not about to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, but ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
God that is by faith ; the ceaſing of contention he 
ſpeaks of, is to contend againſt God and refiſt his 
wiſdom; for man to contend with man is nct for- 
bidden, the Chriſtian is required to contend for 
the truth, though it ſhould neither he by weapons 
of war, nor Arguments of Diſpute, but by ſtedfaſt 
faith in Jeſus. 

Verſe 6. Surly thou haſt ſorſaken thy people , tit 
houſe of Facob, becauſe they are full of Eaſt- manners, 
Sorcerers, asthe Piuliſtims, and abound with ſtrange 
ebildren, Here's the deſcription of 7/rae!'s Iniqui- 
ty, and the cauſe of it, becauſe he hath ſorſaken 
them; man will have it otherwiſe , that he for- 


ſakes them becauſe they are ſuch ; bur it's no 
| x 


with David, Come, ſee what God hath aone for m) | 
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WW his Grace that makes man wicked, and their 
"Wrickedneſs is, they are Idolaters, as the poſterity 
of Ham, Sorcerers as the Philiſtims,, and abound 
We firange children 3 which is they have learned 
Wicir Religion of men, not of God ; therefore the 
rorks of their Religion are works of the fleſh, or 
leſhly witdom and humane righteouſneſs, there- 
fore they are ſtrange children, tney are not the 
its of Gods ſpirit ; and the ſpirit of God by the 
Prophet calls them Sorcerers, as by Paul he calld 
helike Religion witcheraft. - 

lathe next three verſes he ſhews how they were 
full of Riches, and of Idols, and feigned humility 
Wo Hypocrifie, thereby ſignifying, that the carnal 
mind always makes an Idol of his Riches in his 
jeart; putting confidence in them, he faith, Far, 
Drink, and be merry, thou haſt wuch goed; layd up 
fr. wary years ;, and then he makes a great ſhow of 
humility and all godlinefs that: may be, and flat- 
ters himſelf that God gives him riches and bleſſeth 
ad proſpereth him for his goodneſs, and honeſty, 
ard godlineſs; therefore ihe faith to true Chriſti- 
ans, | 

Verſe 10. Enter into the Rock, hide thee in the duſt, 
jrom before the fear of the Lord, and from the glory of 
bs Majefty ; Herein by (enter into the rock.) is un- 
(erſtood (believe in Chriſt) ard by hide thee 32 the 
uf) is (live in ſenſe of thy finfulneſs, and how un- 
ale thou art to. do that, which is good) as if he 
ould ſay, remember thou art but duſt, and why ? be- 
Guſe when the day of God comes, when he ſhews 
lis glory and Majeſty, even hisrighteous judg- 
ments againſt fin and Hypocrifie, when he ſearch- 
ith mens hearts and fecret parts, as with xrdies 

He 


396 An Expolitton of the 

He will pull down all proud looks, and highcoy 
ceits, that man hath of his own goodneſs and gobli 
lineſs, which 1s figured by Cedars and Oaks, Hi 
mountains and hills, Higb Towers and, ſirong walls, a 
ſhips of Tarſjh, to wit, that went thither for gal 
and pleaſant pictures, and fo he will bring many 


true Humility and brokenneſs of Heart, anduliffas, 


_ faith in Chriſt ; whichis figured by caſting away: 
his Idols of Silver and of Gold, unto the Bats an 
Moles of the Earth, even to them that livein dak-W5 
neſs and earthly mindedneſs, and betaking himſilMc 
into the holes of the Rocks, and tops of rappe 
Rocks. 

In the third Chapter is declared the miſerableWt 
eſtate that whole Nations or particular perſon: 
are brought into by the righteous judgments df9-zs 
God, 'becaufe of Sin; . and ſhews that they declan 
their ſin by their countenances and proud Appare 

Chap. 4. Verſe 1. In that day ſeven women ful 
take hold of one man,and ſay we will eat our own bru 
and wear our own garments, only let us be called byt 


name to take away our reproach. Seven is uſedin 


Scripture as a number of perfe&ion, and is taket 
for all; as by ſeven Spirits is fignified all the Sp! 
rits of Gcd, and by ſeven Angels of the feven Chit 
ches is ſignified, all the Miniſters of all the Chir 
ches ; ſo by one man is meant the Lord Jeſus; all 
by wearing our owngarments end eating our own bread 
Ggnifies confeſling our fiofilneſs, weakneſs, andf 
lings, and living in the {enſe of it, where undere 
very truly kumbled Soul that believes in Jefus,a09F 
by that faith brings forth fruit, and fo reproact'" 
taken away. | 


Wil | 
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1M 77/+2.to 5- And to theſe Souls that are thus 


ſcaped from the ſnares of Satan, that bud, even 
ie Lord Jeſus ſhall be beautiful aad glorious, and 


i rs fruit, even true faith and fear of God ſhall be 


OI 
o 


1 W&-rcellent and pleaſant, becauſe the Lord hath taken 


inf@32y their fin, and fandtified their Souls by bis ſpi- 


it, which he calls the ſpirit of judgment and by 
he ſpirit of burning; becauſe true judgment is ſo 
t up in their hearts that they judg themſelves for 
rery evil thought or haſty paſſion, or earthly af- 
fettion ; #nd the ſpirit mortifies the deeds of the body, 
s Paul teſtifies, which A1alachz calls rhe Refivers 


beWire ; &c. But upon everv Believing Soul which he 


alls Daxghters of Zion, and Feruſalem, and mount 


W-Zior, ſhall the Lord create a cloud and ſmoakby day , 
ll dt he ſhining of a flaming fire by night ; to wit, men 
elMtlat judg them after the outward appearance ſhall | 
dM condemn them-for Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, but 


the Lord that beholds the heart , ſhall ſee the bright 


flane of bis own. ſpirit burning a Jag there : And 
all.be 


{ upon every glory there ih a defence, a c0- 
rering for. a ſhadow: to fave them from heatand 
from ſtorm and, rain, - for all the ways and ſervants 
of God, ſhall be hid from the wiſdomof theworld; 
and freed from the wrath of God. FE 
Chap. 5. Here is a-great Parable ofa Vineyard, 
which ſignifies ingrafting the Soul of man into Je- 
los, for be 3s the-true Vine, and the frus ful Fill fig- 
lifies the love of God , throygh which he gave Je- 


fas; and this-is fruitful for it begets love, which is 
the fulfilling of the Law ;, by hedgig it underſtand 


tle Law, which by diſcovering fin , conſtrains 
man tocleave to Chriſt for pardon of ſin,6: ſancti- 


kcation of the Soul; by gathering ſtones out of it, un- 


derſtand 
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derffand the Miniſters of Truth,tha teſtifie api 
all that is of man; by the beſt Plants underfiaidt 
the Promiſes and Prophecies concerning'Chiriſk 
Grapes underſtand, true faith, hope and chai 
by mild-Grapes the worksand wiſdom of man} 
upon the Lord threatens his judgmeiir, 8 prondij 
ceth woes againft coyetouſneſs & oppreſſion; Uni 
kenneſs,- riotouſnefs and pride,: becauſe this 
nal Religion and theſe Iniquities joyn'together.#t 
the Religion 1s but an outward fhow ;; Prat hs 
*do is tobe ſeen of men, and theſe ſins Hve in th 
heart; therefore he, complains , hat bis proplef 
gone into captivity ; becauſe they are captivated 
theſe ſins, and that they are famiſhed anddryddy 
with thirſt, becauſe. they are void of the Grattd 
God and the fruits'of the ſpirit; and*therefored! 
cludes, that they are gone down to hell withil 
their glory. and pompand rejoycing/ together; 
wit,” they are concluded fo undercurſe and wil 
of God, that they 'lie in bitter angwiſh ; asin'Me 
becauſe of their fins; fo. is man'apd his proud heat 
and cies humbled;* and'God alone exalted. © 
Verſe 17. Then the Lambs, to wit; (true bit 
'vers) feed-after their manner , and ſtrangers, 
wit, ( converted Heathens) or new Converts) 
the deſolate places of the fat ; to wit, liveby faith, 
and. rejoyce in-free Grace, which they that ere 
fat even fed to the full with their own conceitel 
Forms never meddle with. And the ſame worl 
which isa Savoir of life to his Lambs, ſhall bea 
Savour of death to theſe fat ones; firſt becauſe the) 
mock at the work of the Lord, and the councelef 
the Holy one. Secondly, becanſe- they ſpeakeril 
of good, and good of evil, put darkneſs for nt 
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and light for darkneſs &c. to wit. magnifie their 
wiſdom, zeal, and holy actions, which all are Car- 
nal; and rejetthe mercy, love, and truth of God 
Ml which are ſpiritual. Thirdly, becauſe: rhey'are 
wiſe in their own etes, &c. Fourthly., bccauſe they 
we mighty to drink. wine,” &c. Fifthly; becauſe 
ll they juſtifie the wicked for 2 reward,- 2nd take a- 
A nay the righteouſneſs of the'Righ:teous from him ; 
to wit, they praiſe wicked hypocrites, that they 
may be praiſed of them again , and they perſecute 
the righteous as if he were wicked, | -. 

- Verſe 14. He threatneth that judgments of God 
ſhall be upon them , to wit; the Law of 'Goc ſhall 
W.diſcover their ſinfulneſs, till their root be found 
rotrenneſs 2nd their ſeed duſt ; to wit, their foun- 
al'dation rotten, even the heart deceitful, -and their 
a fruit of no worth, nothing but hypocriſie ; Then 
WI doth he teſtifie his calling/of the Gentiles, or Con- 
yl verſion of new Believers, which ſhall notfaint nor 
fall, ſlumber-nor ſleep, but ſhall have their Loyns 
xirt, &c. their ſhoes faft, their bows: bent, and 
their arrows ſharp' or prepared to battel againſt 
Satan and Sin ;- and thejrhorſe-hoofs like flint, and 


5 


Light pur out in. the Heavens. | 
Chap. 6: Here the Prophet ſhews a Viſion given 
unto him, che Lord fitting upon a: high-Throne, 
"YF the lower part whereof filled the Temple; ſigni- 
thing,that God which dwells in the HOU Pr / 
| allo 


"WI tleir wheels like a whirlwind, their 'coming is _ 
wll ſtrong and ſwift, and their teſtimony ſhall be great 
all and terrible as the roaring of Lyons or-of Seas, & 
h, they ſhall lay hold of the Covenant of life asa rich 
= prey to their Souls, whiPft they that contemned it 
_ ſhall ind nothing but darkneſs in earth, and their 


—=" 55 
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alſo in the hearts of his people, they are the Te. 
ple of God for he is pleaſed through Jeſusto gy 
in them; And he ſaw Angels calPd Serayhing 
pon the Temple, crying out, the Glory of God: which 
ſgnifieth Miniſters of the Truth, in all their nj 
niſtry giving glory to God ;, whereupon the Lime 
of the door cheeks were moved, and the houſe filed yi 
 ſmoak; to wit, the hcarts of his people were 
Tryed and Searched, that they were filled wi 
the ſenſe of their ſin and weakneſs as Paul faith, 
our rejoycing in Feſus I die daily , more the Seryan 
of God fee his glory ſo much the more they ſee 
their own ſinfulneſs and abhor themſelyes, as j 
did : So hereupon the Prophet cries, woe 5s m, 
lamenting his-own and his peoples ſinfuineſs; and 
then the Seraphim touch'd his lips with 4 coal frin 
the Altar; which fignifieth, that the Miniſters 
Truth teacheth, thar if man confeſs his ſin; Godir 
juſt and pracions to forgive his ſuas and cleanſe bis Sul 
by the blood of Feſus; (that's the coal from the dl 
tar) then he beard God ſaying whom ſhall 1 ſend ! &s. 
then ſaid 1, there aw I, ſend me; which ſheweth,yim 
God fpeaks he opens mans ear, and turns his teatt 
to difcipline, makes it freely willing, 'to go toad 
- undergo, whatſoever (God commands. - 
His: firſt Meſlage- is to let them know, bat 
though they hear and ſee and perceive withils 
heart, yet.they cannot know the things of Godz 
which belong to the peace of their ſouls by thel 
means.; then he aſks how long ſhall theſe thing 
be thus hid from them 2 whereto he anſivens, i 
the Cities be waſted without Inbabitant, and houſe 
without man, and the Land ittterly deſolate;& 6. whuch 
fignifies, till man be hopeleſs and helplels, _y 
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ſeesno poſſibility 1n,bimſelf,nor by any-other means. 
toattain. it, till-he return from all things to, feek 
to Gods free Grace; and then;rthere ſhall be a renth, 
2 ſmall number. that ſhall return , and they like an 
Oak of an E'm eaten up, .and their leaves fallen, 
noſtrenzth left, no appearance of life, yet have a 
ſubſtance in them ; the holy Seed is the ſubſtance, 
towit, the broken heart: receives the free-Grace 

of God. | ; 

Cap. 7. Here is a Hiſtory of two Kings: that, 
conſpired againſt the King of 7udah, ro whom God 
ſends the Prophet to bid him not fear nor be faint-! 
hearted but truit in Ged, though never ſo many 
come againſt: him ;, for God hath determined'that 
it ſhall not ſtand ; and with God , they are-b:t as: 
two burnt, ſticks ; and to confirm him in the he= 
liefof this promiſe, he bids him ask a fign, to wit, 
that God would ſhew him ſome miracle ; but the 
King was learned 1n Religion, that to ask a fign 
was to tempt God, therefore he would not ask : 
one; whereupon the Prophet cries againſt all hu- * 
mane Religion ; O. hoxſe of David, well ye not have - 
il * ſyn or a miracle ? all rue Religion ſhall be grouns- | 

&d upon a miracle ; the. Lord will give you a miracle; 

AVirgin hall conceive .and bcar a Son, and ſhe ſhall 
«al his name Emanuel, z a wonderful miracle, a vir- 
gn, and a mother, and yet a greatcr, his name 
Wh fall be Emanuel, mhich.is Gd with ns; a mighty 
miracle, a_ Righteous God with ſinful man, and 
| tence the greateſt miracle ; no man ſhall have any 
tueReligion, but by the miraculous power and 
preſence of .God with man; Yet more butter and 
lone ſhall he eat; butter and honey are ſaid to be 
tle fruirs of the earthly Conan; whereby is figu- 
E e aol '- red 
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red, that every men in whom this Emanuel is, heis 
a Child of God, and he ſhalt be fed with the fruit 
of the heavenly Canaan before heknow to diſcern 
good and evil, ro efchew mans Religion,and chyſe 
that which is of God; for that is good, thoughit 
be marvelous ſtrange to men; and if thou wouldſ 
be a child of God and learn this, even totruſtin 
God and not in man, the Land that thou abhorreſt 
would be forſaken of both her Kings, they ſhould 
not be able to ſtand againft thee, to defend their 
own Land. | 

Verſe 17. Here the Prophet tells the King, that 
though the Lord will deliver him from this De. 
ſtrudion which he feared, becauſe tbar he and his 
people did not learn to truſt in him, he will bring 
a great deſtruction upon him, even the King of 
Afvnr ,, that ſhould ſo utterly deſtroy all they had, 
as 2 place that is ſhaven ; whereby is figured, Gods 
judgments by the Law in diſcovering fin, and brin- 
ging the Soul under the wrath of God becauſe of 
fin, tall he have no peace at al! z Then by the hi 
ſing for the flic that is in the furtheſt part of Eyypr, 
and the Bee that is in Aſhur, he figures the Calling 
of Heathens, or converting Souls that are far of, 
to A by his power tothe Hill of his falva- 
tion and ſhew them his glory ; andby their light- 
ing indefolate and thorny places, the ways of God 
are figured out, which are deſolate places to the 


world, and thorny to the fleſh ; for the Servants of 


God muſt live by Faith, contrary to the ſenſe of 
reaſon of man, and rejoyce in the croſs ; yet thougi 
they be poor and afflicted as a man that keepsÞut 
one Cow and two Sheep, they ſhall eat butter and 


honey ; to wit, they ſhall be fed with the fruitsof 


the 
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the heavenly Canaan; even abound in the 'fruitsof 
 theſpirit, love, joy,: peace,,&c.. which Davidcalls 
the fatneſs of Gods houſe, wherewith they ſhall be 
fatisfied as with marrow.; but he ſhall not enjoy 
this abundance of Rutter and bloney un the fat pla- 
ces of rhe Land, to,wit, in ways pleaſing. to the 
feſh ; for in. thoſe fat grounds ſhall grow Briars 6 
- Thorns, that men mult come thither with Bows & 
Arrows; which fignifies,” that the man 'of God 
muſt be girt abour: with Armour of God, that he 
may overcome all Temptatioas of Satan and the 
World; and mortifie the luſts of the Fleſh ; but he 
ſhatl enjoy this plenty in the dry; mountains of Gad 
even in the life of faith, for there ſhall be goad 
husbandry there; for qur Saviour /aith, myFarher 
is « buchandmwan, and there ſhall be na Briars aud 
Thorns there. The. Servants of God are weaned 
_— Luſts of the Fleſh and Vauities af the 
world. | 
Chap, 8. Verſe. 1. Moreover the Lord ſaidto me , 
to wit, though I have teſtified all the truth ok Gad 


to you, yet the Lord hath yet more to ſay.to, you; = 


for he bid me, take a great Roul , which ſignifies , 
be hath much to ſay ; and I muſt write in it 24aber 


Shalathaſhbuz ; which is, make hefte. to the prey, 


make ſpeed to. ſpoyl, you have refuſed the waters 
of Shils that '7un ſoftly, to wit, you will not truſt in 
God , but in KRezz7 the King of Aram and the 
King of 1/z4et ; you will be Religions and;pleaſe 
God by walking: in the ways. of mans. wiſdom ; but 


you muſt become-a. prey and.a ſpoylto.your enemy 
irſt, for God will bring. upon you the. waters of 


we great River,the King of A4ſhur with zllbis glory, 
&c, And bes FO ovs Fadsh, andihe foall ever- 
E2 
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flow and paſs through, ard the fretching out of his wings 
ſhall fill the breauith of thy L:nd O Emanuel. The 
Spirit of God is ſo intent by the Prophet to de: 
Clare the myſteries of the ways of God that per- 
tain to Salvation, that .in declaring the afflitions 
that he brings upon the outward man by warsor 
other judgments, he ſtil] intermixes the worksf 
God upon the Scul to ſeparate him from fir, and 
bring him to his heavenly kingdom ; thereforeby , 
his bringing the King of 4ſhur upon them, forto 
correct them, by bringing them into diſtreſs; that 
they may return and ſeek unto him, as it is writter; 
In their affiift:on they will ſeez we early; he figures 
out the manifeſtation of his judgment upon :their 
Souls becauſe of ſin. that will ali their minds, 
break their hearts, wound their ſpirits, ſo that 
they ſhall not have any reſt night nor day; asitis 
written,a wounded ſpirit who can bear ? for they find 
that fin is gone over zl] their parts and powers, 
members cf body. and faculties of Soul all enſlavec 
to fin; therefore he ſaith, the. ſtrerching out «of his 
ings. ſhall fill the breadth of thy Land O Emanuel;,oow 
Emanuel is the name of Chriſt, therefore he ſpeaks 
not of the Land of Fudah, but of the heart, foul, 
and fpirit', which 1s the Lard that: Chriſt ſhould 
* Taign in; and as fin is ſpread over them all,ſo muſt 
'the wrath of Gcd ſeize upon all; for by fin and 
 hypocrifie, not only mans natural Abilities are 
: corrupted; but alſo his works, * (which he counts 
righteouſneſs) even his obedience tothe worg dl 
© Gud,; as Prayer, Praiſes, Faſting, Baptiſm, Re- 
ceiving. Sacrament, and keeping Sabbaths , are 2 
- « hypecritical and abceminable. in the ſight of God; 
_- as J/raePs Faſts, Feaſts, New-Moons, Prayers, Cit- 
wee | | cumlition 
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cunciſion, andall were ; and yet further, his faith, 
hope and charity, is, no þetter, than;;the faith of ii 
devils ; therefore he faith, zr hath fill'd the breadth " 718 

of thy Land O Emanre! ;, therefore now he Preaches 
the Goſpel, which firſt calls ont all the; wiſdom , 


4 #4 


ſjzns; then the miniſtry, ofthe Goſpel ſeparates. win i | 

his pzople from all the world ; as.Goars from the. 1! 

Sheep, Tares from the good Corn, that his people 1! 

walk not in their way, nor make a League with [| Þ} 

them, nor fear their fear.;. (for their fear of God | 

5ta:;ght by. the precepts of men) nor be afraid of bo 1.1 

them, (although they perſecute them grieyauſly) i | 

25 in the 11th. & 12th.,vectes; Then the-Goſpel 'F; 

binds upthe heart of man wn the fear of God; as in 

the 13th. verſe, and then ſhews, that-he is.and. 7 

will be to his people a Santtuary. or holy place, for ond: 

worſhip, and for refuge and fafety, bur unto car-. TB 
ral Profeſſors of Religion, as both 4/rael.and Fu 1 | 

dab and the Inhabitants of Feruſ4/em were, he will 'F 

be a Stone to ſtumble upon, and a Rock of Offence 

an! a fare anda ner, and they ſhall fall and be bro- 

; en and. be ſ1aredand raken,as in the 14th. & 15th. 
verſes : Then he gives a Charge, bind upthe Law, 
ſeal up the teftims;y among my Diſciples; as our | 
Saviour chargeth his Difciples, caſt not your holy 
tings to dogs, nor your pearls ro Swine ;,, Alas, Alas | 
for che wiſe and religicus of the world, well might 1 
Teremy wilh, his head a tell of water, and his cies 4 | 
fountain of tears, to bewail the hurt of his peopie; when b:- 

' theLocd Jeſus the Prince of Peace and Love, caſts 4 

ttzm out as do2s and Cwine, and thanks the father , 

Ee 2 that 
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that he hath hid theſe things from them 3 In the 
17th- verſe he ſpeaks in the name of the Church 
T will wait for the Lord that hath hid ht;:felf from thi 
hinſe of Facob,-and I will look fo him; The Believer 
v-aits, £6 witi Believes in Chriſt alone, without 


- , a1y thingelF,and is not weary - In che 18th. verſe, 


he {peaks in. tne name of Jefus, Behold 1 andri 
Children wWhih thou haſt given me, are 4s ſions antl ul 
Wonders in Trad! by the Lord of hoſts which awellethin 
#unt Zion; to wit, 11 his Church : even broker: 
hearred Sinners that live by faith in Jefts. 

1a the-xgth. verle, the Prophet admoniſheth the 
people of God, that makes no League with car- 


nal wotſhipers'; nor walks not in their ways, &. 


when their neighbours that are in thoſe ways adviſe 
or exhort ther to hear their Miniſters, O they are 
divine faythey ! no ſaith the Prophet, chey whiſper 
dnd nitrimnur; they date not ſpeak out, thuy cannet ſpeck 
plain:y, they call the Churl liberal, ani tht niggara 
boiititiful, they ſpeak the 1argi1ge of Aſhavd, they haut 
ot learned the language of Canaan, they catmot pri- 
Hounce Shibboleth, © Anſwer them, ſhouſd not a pe: 
6 enquire af their God ? ſhould we go from the 

'ving to the dead ? we will go to the Law and tt- 


ſtimony or Goſpel, if they ſpeak not according to 


this word; to wit, if they condemn not all thatis 
of man, and hittt that truſts in it , it's becanſe they 
are blind leaders of the blind ; therefore if tie foul 
be afflicted he rity ſeek from one form toanother, 
and ftif] be hurigry and famiſhed, and curlſe the 
King and his Gods ; for he thinks the Magiſtrates 
are jn fault that the true Religion is not Tavght, 
or his Teachers who are great Gods in his efteem, 
ace upt zealous enouglito teach that doctrine ar 
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he accounts right, though they ſuffer never ſo much 
for it, for he looks high ; but when he looks down 
iato himſelf, there?s nothing but trouble, darkneſs, 
yexation and anguiſh, ſo he is driven into darknef*, 
Chap. 9. Verſe 1. Tais darkneſs is not like-other 
darkneſs or troubles that men ſuffer by wars or any 
. more grievous aſflictions, every effliition ſhould 
lad man-to ſeek to God for help and comfort,bug 
nothing will, but that darkneſs which Ged brings 
upon the ſoul, by the diſcovery of mans finful na- 
ture, and then nothing can give them comfort but 
he that aMiCted them ; then they cry unto the Lord 
in their trouWe and he .delivers them out of theit 
diſtreſs, as David fays, for he ſends to them his 
word, even his living word, the Lord Jens, that 
gives them life and light, thac shey fee doth their 
on darkneſs and his glorious light. 
 V.2, & 3. Then the people thid walked un darkneſs, 
a0 ſee great light, the light ſhines upon ther that awele 
in the Land of the ſhadow of death , even 11 ig80- 


rance of them'elves & their (oful miſe r able eſtate; | 


& of God & his everlaſting mercies, therefore now 
they ſpeak the praiſes of God and declare his won 
drous works, Thox haſt multiplied the nation but not 
increaſed their joy; to wit, All thy multiplying of 
ren, wealth, riches, and every outward blefling, 
hath not brought their hearts, and fonts to rejoyce 
In thee, but they have rejoyced in thy gifts, and 
forgotten .the giver; but now thou haſh ſent. the 
Lord Jeſus , and they joy before thee as men that 
have got in their harveſt, and as Souldiers that have 
got the victory and divide the ſpoyl ; for they have 
got their Harveſt, the Lord Jeſus will be food to 
them inthe winter of affliction, and meat that in- 
| Ee 4 ures 
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' fire, whereby he refines or piitifies'all theSons' | 
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dures to everlaſting life; and*chey* have'got the We 
victory-: :For, LSE I-30 - 1'7 £12103 ih 
Perſe 4. Thou haſt brok;nt the yoak ef thr burthin, \ Wn 
the ft. ff of their ſhou!d*r, the rod of their oppreſſour'i Woi 
even Saran, Sin; Hell, and Death, asin 'tie dayof IM 
Mid:an.as then thou detivercd(t 7/-ael & feweſt all Wh 
their enennes, the Aidi:nmies by 'Gidcon; and he& 
hjs Souldiers had nothing to do but ſhoat;the ſivord - 
of the Loid and Grdcon;, So now thy people have 
nothing to do but ſhoiit-the Praiſestof'God and of 
the Lamb, fir by binythey are fedeemed! 5! 11041 
Verſbiy. Surely eviry Battel of the Warriout isavith | 
confuſed 0iſ: and garnentsvouDÞd inbloud, but this half 
be wth burning and dovoiring\\of fire Wo” wit, with 
that power of God-which is compared r6% Refiners ' 


Levi, as Mal:chi faith's rhat, Bapriſmn of Teſugss by 
fire andthe Holy Ghoſts Foly Baptiff Taith; chit 
fiery Tryal "that ſhallcome vpon all\BeJievers ; as" 
Pete calls ito - 500 0h lh AO VARY $978 94M 
Verſt '6. He grivesthe reaſon why>thie ſhall bÞ 
by fire,- eve becauſt Ob7e'13 given" 19 it to be our” 
deemer, for his workis' to 'makeus new creatnres,” 
to take away the heart>of Rontte, and* to give us7' 
new heater, and\renenwnight\ſpirk within us; to 
deſtroy th works: dFche'devil; ; d&ven'alt hiſt ant 
pride," and'felf-love; 23fÞefvy, &: and to work 
the works of Gdd $19] Everfaith, (ttruthiand judg- 
ment ;' and this he {bts'fotth by his-grearnams#s. 
Feiſt Be teſtifies” that 'he hill eoprtiue'this! 
Goiternment: in peace& over them'fofiever, for he' 
will give ttem a faitttagainſt which the'gatesof het 
cannct prevail; therefore neither: ſhall the Devil Ie 
pluck them cv. of his hards ner deceive them, = 
Rf: 2: 5h {> 17 | ther 
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her hall chey, fail through their own..weakneſs, for 
e will ſtrengthen them with: might in the. inner 
 Wnir, he will ſtabKſh their feet, andorder all their 
op,” 17 oe Or ne wal 
j Fol 8. The Lord hath ſent A word into Facoh.,and 
thath light:d pon Tſrael,, what 1s this ? theſe two 
janes,belong: both, to one man, Who was named 
Fob at-his birth, but had the'name;.of 7/rael gi- 
en him'by the Angel when he wreſtled with him 
nd"6btained a 'Bleflittg * Therefore the one beto- 
ters man in his natural Eſtate, the other betokens 
Pmn ſtriving to prevail with God for a Bleſſing ; 
herefore this fignifies that the word of God, that 
mroves all the Luſts, folly and. vanity of mans na- 
mi] eſtate, will alſo reprove all the hypocriſio of 
pans Religion-; he will diſcover the unrighteouſ- 
ſs of our holy things. - Des {nn 
"Veiſe'g.& 10. Here he reproves them that they 
ay 1n'the ride of heart, the bricks are fallen down, 
u we will Puild with bewen lone, &c. which figures 
keprice of Formaliſts in Religid1, -when they arg 
ny way corvinced of the faihnz*of their Form lo 


Wit it fails heir hopes ; preſently chey joynthem- 
hes ro anotrer Form, and theh no. doubt. but they 
Ill perform»{1.;thas Fel bequrified them felves 
nd traverſed heir courſes upon;the. mountains to” 
Focure love, hat all in vain, for God hath more. 
nemies to ict pon ASE SE 
Verſe 17, 12." As before, and the. Philiſtims be- 
hind) to dewous Fall with open routh : which fignres' 
Mm and Luſt, witin.and Saran, the World, and'the 
Fleſh to {et it onfoot;. cat out the heart, ardas it” 

Mere ſwallow Vi all ; yer bis mrath 45 not turned 4- 
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Verſe I3. For they wirn not to him that [mote thy | 


metther do they ſeek. the Lord ; Hence he declay 
judgment againſt chem for their hypocriſie & 1% 
Jatry, to the end of the Chapter, and all in nhl! 
words; but yet by. bryars & - nM he denotesty 
moſt high Profeſſors which always are ſharpeſt 
provers of others; & higheſt juſtifiers of themſely 
| Herealfo he proceeds on to declare their iniqy 
ties, and how he delivered them into their enen 


power,becauſe of their ſins, and how Aſbur waz / 


Rod.till he exalted himſelf againſt him, and boaked 
of his own wiſdom and power then the Prophaliffſ 
_ Intermixes the judgments of God, againſt every m I 
pocrite that truſts in his own conceited wildonkW 
righteouſneſs, as in the 15th. verſe, and therefolifſ 
threatens, Z bo 
| Verſe 16. t024. The Lord of hofts ſhall ſnd « with! 

his fat ores leanneſs ; meaning by fat ones :hole thus: 
efteem themſelves righteous, and by leazneſs (nil 

of their fin and miſery ; And his heart thu gloriedwMzi 
his righteouſneſs and wiſdom, ſhall burn wit» fear of th 
burning Twrath of God becauſe of his ſinful:eſs, for ta" 
Lord 7eſus that holy one of Iſrael that gives light totht 


Soul, ſhall be as fire and a flame. to deſirq the ſins of tit het 


fleſh; as bryars and thorns, for he bapizeth with th 
holy Ghoſt and with fire; this will conſune all bu gl 
ty, for by faith w Feſus all boaſting is then away ali 
he that thought hewas wiſer both. br che comfort 
of his Soul and government of. the»ody is hecomeW- 
a fool ; and he that thought himſelftour cyouny to 
bear the Standard, and hold our bttel againit & 
tan and Sin, faints and lets his ſtarlard fall, and i 
taken captive by Satan athis wil ; and whenit 
looks upon all his fellows in profeion of Reſigns 
they 


Sifffcuſt Tyrtsintfhiah. rr 
ey are flain or take captive, there is ſo few teft, 
hat 2 child may count them. This is the mirlity 
Work of God, Whireby be brings the Tenmant P:12 Ufe 
Ycaped borh bf Profeſſors & profecne to true faith, that 
they betieut Satan Crhat ſwore (hers ) wo more wor DIS IHi's 
but jibſwa:ied thens they ſhould bicams 1k: Goa, rome 
wſe is bow :ng good and evil, and rightt#:w% in doing the 
mod 41d refraining the evil by therr own -£4& nl Hili- 
rirck. But thiy ſnallbelieve'in the Lord Jeſus ovly,that 
he nady bz the Lord their righteouſneſs, but ther'e 15 bit 
very ſmall remnant that are thus ſaved ;, though .PIv- 
Fiſors be diimerdlle as_ the ſand of the Sea, far the 
rd Fiſus bath bis fan tn his hand, he willthroughty - 
yrge bis floor , then much is the chaff and light corn 
1d all the ſeed of weeds, ard all theſe muſt becaſt ng 
Wgitnchable fire ; the fire of hell,even the wrath of Goa 
hat biirns for ever againf ſin; ſo ſhall a great eon- 
unp:ion be made in the midſt of the earth. E37 ohe 
\ Virſe 34, 2 5,26, 27+ Omy people that awelleth in 
Zion, be not afraid of 4 , Here by way of come 
forting 1/7ae! againlt their enemies the Afhrians;e 
dcourageth his Church againſt all afflictions, therc- 
fore be calls them Inhabitants of Zz2zx, for though 
le cotreCts them as a loving father doth his ſon;y«& 
tis but for a moment in his diſpleafure. that he is 
ngry with them for their ſins, & with everlaſtiog 
mercies willhe heal them ; and his wrath ſhall end 
in the deſtruction of their eneries, as he did upgn 
Midi and upon Egypt; even the Lord himſelf by 
it Lord Jeſus who is his ſtrong hand and ſtretch- 
ed olt arm, even his power ahd wiſdom to falva- 
on, both of Few & Gentile; ſhall deliver his people 
ron tlie burden of fin, from the yoak of Satan, 
Naule they are his anointed ones. © I 
(2 | | " 


-412 _.* An. Erpolifion, of: the 
In the five next verſes he deſcribes the marckir 
and prevailings of the King of Aſbur,& the diſtrel 
ſes of the, places where he comes; therehy Uring 
the power and ſubtlety of Satan, and chenmj ifery he 
brings upon che ſoul that, js taken by his wilesy whe 
_ Aſbur comes to enter into the land of 7udab, q 
when Satan lifts up his hand againſt the mountd 
thedavghter of Z 0a; then"the Lord will cult offth 
bough with Feir,and all of high ſtature, .& the hi 
laces of the foreſt, and. Lebanon ſhall have: amy 
ty fall; whereby is figured, thac every.onet 
high minded; and thinks himſelf wiſe enough, w K 
ſtrong envugh to ref We the tefnptations. of Say 
ſhall be overcome ; but They that are. h dll 
ſceing their own weakneſs, 'ſhali.be fave 
In Chriſt; 11 whom alone js ſtrength and, ii FE 
for our falvation,as is de ecl:red ; in the following 


" Chap 41. Verſe 1. But there ſhall come a Bud on 
the flem of Jeſſe, a branth ſh. ll grow out of b his crop; | 
ishe ro whom 2ll the' Prophets 72! vs withels, the 
whoſocver brlicwes in hung ſhall be FRY hed ia i fu 

e 


of God: and then the ey need not fear any thing elſe, th 
pates of hell jhall cot prevail Lean th:m » "01 ef:1ita i 
bad trufl e111 bun, Athu * cauld do no thi 'ng againſt then 
ar 2:10S. "Whereof he' renders a reaſon, Fi 
the ſpirit of the 7 ord ſhall reſt upon him, a (ſpirit of mi: 
dom and pawer, and” of th fer of Gol; 4 - and this ſpit 
reſts al{o upon them that. beliere in him, for Go 
gives the ſp pirit of his Son into their hearts, there 
foreare they. wiſe in the fear of Sod. Then the Pre 
pher ſhews, that his judgment is not like maps, f 
he j1dges! nor by ſecing of hearing, but acccording 
to thac'fecret i iniquity that'is in the heart, wa 


the hypocrite cannot hide from him ; then by un 
al 
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2nd 4ps underſtand. the:word of truth, which isthe 
ord of the {Pirit ;;& by. earth & wicked,uaderfiand 


Wl carthly mindedneſs ad -hypocnifie, , which he 
v"W-froyeth in truth and faithfulneſs. ' © ens eayenetye eater 
MM 7/c.6. Here the Prophet falls on to Preach the 
ofpel mightily, whereby: wolf, and /copard & Lyon, 
xe figures out the cruel herce bloudy minded , by 
lb & calf,the ſervants pfGod regenerated or con- 
#erted by Jeſus, become young and: tender, eafily 
jielding to the fear of God.that live by ſucking the 
incere milk of the word ;, and this is his power to 
make all the ravenous company like unto them, & 
-Wtorcjojce in their company,for he is the little child 
that leads them. Yerſe 7, & 8. This holds forth 
the fame work, In the 18th. verſe by the jackorg & 
nfneezed child underſtand, the Chriſtian newly rege- 
(Wrerzte or elder, by the Aſp & the Cickar7:ce, under- 
Wand the devil, by playing upon, watching andoppoſing, 
What as the exerciſe of children is play, {5 the exer- 
Wcicc of a Chriſtian is to keep continual watch, and 
WMtofight againſt the temptations of Satan. 
= //c9g. Inthis verſe by mountain of Gods boleneſs, 
underſtand the life of faith, for there ſhall none 
hurt nor deſtroy there, for they that live by faith, 
ae full of true knowledg of God,for they bear the 
glory of Ged in their earthen veſſels. In the zoth. 
11th. 12th. & 13th. verſes, he ſets forth the power 
of Jeſus to convert and to purifie the hearts of all, 
both Zew & Genrale by faith, that they ſhall live i 
unity together, all hatred and every fleſhly luſt be- 
ng ſubdued, which is an Expoſition of the 16th. & 
I7th. verſes Perſe 14. But they ſhall flee upon the 
jeulder of the Phiitſ!ims towards the Weſt, and ſpoyl 
them of the Eaſt, Edms and 110ab ſhall be the ftretch- 
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mp oh of their bands ,andthe-children. of Awagil 
obey ther: This is not ſpoken of victaries-that jj, 
ebſhould have over thoſe nations, bur of the'yid 
rious outgoings: of the- Goſpet in converting:e 
mies as the Phsli/t;ms:were, and haters-as Edunyx 
and inceſtuous perſons as Þfoab & Ammon were | 
i the x5th. verſe he adds the converſion of By 
as the greateſt-work of all, which requires pom 
to {mite Nyus in his ſeven ftreams, which fignifky 
more:man hath to confide in of his own wiſdon 
righteouſneſs, the greater work of God it is 
convert him,for all that is of man muſt be deſtra 
that man may receive the kingdom of heayenaj 
new born child,which hath nothing but ſin & ſhag 
as Ezelzel holds forth, or elfe he muſt never ena 
therein. And he concludes that he will makeahig 
way for all theſe Converts, as he did-for 1/ae oullif 
of Eeypr,for he hath conſecrated a new waythroug 
the vale ; to wit, by crucifying the fleſh withallk 
Ivfts, that the ſoul may live by faith. | 
The 12th. Chap. contains nothing but the pra 
ſes of God by theſe Converts,for they cannot ceal 
Chap. 13. Verſe 1. The Burdsn of Babel ; He ths 
Reads this Viſion and takes it to be a Prophecy 
a deftruction upon Babel or:the Babylomans forthex 
ſins, finds nothing by it, but a thinking that thq 
were more wicked then he, and ſo eſteems himkd 
| betterin the fight of God and contemns them ; bit 
he tharremembers Babel was the City-and Tow: 
which men were building,whoſe top they intendel 
ſhould reach to heaven to ſeat themſelves withGad, 
tet him conſider what he is-intending inall hisndl 
Holy ations, whether he intend got to attain aplac 
in beaven, yea let him eopſder whether that in 
; bo : Qu 
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quity be not in bis heart, which Damel calls the abo- 
WY ination of d:ſolation ; and ſaith it letsit ſelf above 
a) that is called God in heaven and in-earth; which 
« no other þut mans righteouſneſs according 0 
Whhc Law without the regeneration. ;orit he look np- 
on the Babylomians as great enemies to 7/rael, Jet 


hin conſider whether he be not in a zealous Form 


fReligion , a perſecutor of the true J/raet of God, 
that worſhip not God in any Form but in ſpirit & 
Wtcuth; and if he find himfelf in any of theſe condi- 
tions as a Babylonian, then may be read God in his 
kithful jud gments, executing his juſtice upon his 
Wharghty mind ; which is fgured by lifting up a ſtan- 
card upon the high mountains, and entring into the 


aWe:tcs of the nobles, for it is his high mind & proud 


Mhcact that God will vifit,and the fantified & tnjgh 
15 ones of God that rejoyce in his glory are the mi- 
þWiiſters of the word of truth, that preach the word, 
tot as Rules or Leſſons for man to learn Holineſs 
WO), butas a battering hammer and a burning fire, 
ada double edged ſword,that divides between the 
narrow and the bone, and ſearches out and difſco- 
vers the iniquity- of all the ſecret intentions of the 
(WWicart, the noiſe of a multitude, a tumultoous voice, 
great hoſt of many people came from far , whony 
Lord numbreth, figureth the crv of our conſci- 
ce, which is as a thouſand witneſſes -apainſFus 
wen the Lord hath awakened it, & ſetteth all our 
Mildeeds in oxder before us, the weapons of his 
Wrath isthe manifeſtation of his judgment againſt 
ſn, for that makes' every word of God pierce 
tircugh onr ſouls like a ſharp arrow, which made 
fab Cry , the wounds and arrows of the Almighty flick 
# in we, this 18 the day of the Lord,this i; the powring 
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416 _. . An. Expolitron- of the 
out of his fierce wrath, that makes all the Land waſte 
deſolate that man lived in. for he lived and hoped in hi 
own righteouſneſs and wiſdom ;, T hus doth God bring < 
Sinners: out of it, for in this dav neither ſtar ng 
planer, nor ſun nor moon, to wit, neither law,word 
nor promiſe-can giveany light, or bring anycon: 
fort to this ſoul;for the Lord hath brought his wic- 
kedneſs upon him,to bring down his proud hear; 
thus doth he make man more' precious than gold, 
for thus God ſhakes once more, not only earth, hit 
heaven alſo, which ſignifies the removing ofa 
things that mans heart truſted in, as the Apoſtlety 
the Hebrews expounds it:''.And thus the ſinntr ſhall 
as a chaſed doe or as loſt ſheep that 3:0 man taketh up, t/ 
ven whom no.man can comfort but the Lord 7eſus mh, 
who ſeck:th and;ſaveth the loſt ſheep , &c. Thus every 
one that is found, to wit, whole iniquities Goddf- 
covers, is ſtricken through ; and he that joynshin-M't} 
{elf, to wit, he thatfighrs againſt God and his pero- MW -1/ 
ple (as the helpers of Babylon did) by confidence 
in his own ſtrength ſhall fall by the ſword, eventhe Il 7 
ſword of the ſpirit; which is the word of trith:'}W 
The deſtruction of their children, raviſhing of their Wt: 
wives, making their houſes deſolate, ſignifies depri- WW tc 
ving them of all earthly comforts, that they can I£W % 
take no pleaſure in all their enjoyments,becauſe of W'd1 
the wound and deep affliction of their ſoul becauſe Wk 
of ſin : Andthe deſtruction of Babel the glory of I tt 
kingdoms, the beauty and pride of the Cheldears, I fa 
that it be a lodging place for nothing bur fearful Ik 
ſpirits of the night and darkneſs, and of wild bealts tk 
and birds of prey, figures 'out the hypocritical reli- I it 
gion wherein: all that glory and count it beautiful Y-t 
and are proud of it,tharc know not the ATE” 


Diikicult Texts in Iſaiah. 417 
2M of the ſoul by Jeſus, therefore it is the habitation of 
M fearto! ſpirits, a cage-of. unclean birds, a den of 
ol dithy bealts, for they that live.in it never. were wa- 
MI ſhed by the Holy Ghoſt, never were (anCtified and 
(i juſtified in the name.of the Lord Jeſus ayd by the 
MM ſpirit of onr God : He 1 fay that. this reeds this 
MM Chapter as finding his own foul as aBbyluman, and 
"WW falls down under the judgment of God.2l] his pride 
WE and high thoughts will be puiled down & brought 
(MW into ſubjeCtion tnto. the. obedience cf Jeſus, then he 
[WW that ſinote him, will heal him ard make: him puter 
of than the fineſt gold, & give himeternal life through 
1M Chriſt: But he that finds not himſelf a finner, but 
juſtifies himſelf and -condemns orhers, or at leaſt 
8 thinks himſelf berter than others. he hives in ſecu- 
1 rity, kindles a fire out of his own fparks, he may he 
(WJ down in ſorrow, for his fon] is the Recerrtacle of 
- Wl thefenizhi- ſpirits; fi/thy beaſts & ravenons b ras even 
Wh of 1 5 pridde envy,C+ all manner of 111gu:y for ever, 
ol Chop. 14. Y. 1. The Lord will have compaſſicn on 
el 7«cobyto wit, man.in his natural eltate, an null yer 
W-c4fe 1/-ael,, to wit, man that prevails with Go by 
Ic WI faith in Jefus, ard cauſe themto reſt intheir own lard, 
WF to wit, the land that:God bath giventhem, out of 
0 WU viichhe hath driven Sinners & Idolaters, jeven to 
' Wie by. faith in Chrift, for no nncleawthing;ſhall 
e Wl ode there ; every Idolatrous: hypacrite is-driven- 
i Wl from thence, for their works are-hypocrifie -& their 
\, Wl faith is'of the devil,they believe & tremble ; and the 
Il Wl frerger (ball joyn himſelf. ro them, and ſhall :cleaueto 
S WO the bauſe of Facob. To wit, he: that finds himſelf a 
- I firanger to the covenant of Grace, ſhellihunger af- 
| Fir thecompaſſions of Gad. i: F 
1 7-2. The people ſhall rece:werthem and brirg them to 
te houfe of the Lord; to. wit, the Miniſtcrs of the 
| Fi word - 
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en in all their dominions, when they or any ot 
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word of truth, for Jelus hath made all Gods people 


'Kings & Prieſts unto their God, 6 theſe bring (tran. 


gers tothe houſe of the Lord, to wit, they teach 


. that God. will have compaſſion upon all that ſeek 


unto him in their trouble. for a broken heart and try 
bled ſpirit is the only ſacrifice well pleaſing to God; $q 
ſhall they be received 2s Servants of the Lord, 
And they ſtall take them priſoners whoſe ſervantsthy 
were, and have rule over their opp: effors ;, T his figures 
the Chriſtian crucifying all the luſts & affeCtivnsof 


- the fleſh, and mortitying his mind to the follies and 


vanities of the world, to which he hath been miſe. 
rably captivated ;, that though he knew that the 
judgments of God were righteous againſt'them 


that did ſuch things, yet he not only did them; but 


alſo had pleaſtre in them that did them.' | 
Yer. 3.tov. 11. Here the Prophet figureth (v1 


' raels rejoycing over Babel when the Lora had diliund 


him ) the Chriſtians great triumph over his hypocri- 
tical religion whereunto he was captivated, and by 
the whole world being at veſt and ſinging for joy, is 
meant, all they whom God hath brought: tothe 
knowledg:cf the truth, fo litewiſe by the iFir-tre 
& Cedars of Lebanon,is ſignified Believers, wio welt 
hewed in pieces by the many great burdens that 
were upon them, for they toyPd as inthe fire for 
vanity ; By hell-movcd for the raiſing of The deadfi 
thee, even all the kings of the earth, is iignified that? 
tan is the Author of this carnal Religion,as0ur 3 
viour told them, that they were of their father tit 
dev:l,for he raiſeth the dead, even all that are nd 
quickned 'by Chriſt, he cauſerh to play the Hyp& 
crites in ſtrong Forms of Religion, and to.deny the 


power ; yea he makes Kings to eſtabliſhithis =_ 
e 


ale 


are made ſenſible of their own fin, they admire 
that.this Rel:gion, which they relyed fo mach upon, 
and to wich they were all ſubjet,ſhould be as weak 
3 they, when they perceive it {o rotten as the cor- 
rupted carkaſs covered with worms, they cry O Lu- 
cifer ſon of the morring how art thou cait down f. om 
hexven; TT his figures out the Dragons .caft out of 
heaven by Aficaael the Arch-angel, io this Religion 
which man looks upon as the day-ſtar that brivgs 
lighc unto them 1s caſt down by Jeſus, but/in them 
that know not him, it aſcends into heaven, even 
makes them belieye that 1t is from heaven and will 
make them righteons and holy like God, it made 


the world like a wilderneſs even void of the true 


knowledg of God ; it opencd not the houſe of the pri/o- 


"ner, it brought none out of captivity to Satan and ſin. 


Ver. 18., All Kings of the Nations ſleep in glory, 
ev.ry one in hzs own houſe ; to wit, all whom Chriſt 
hatn made Kings to their God, reſt with God, this 
5 the right houſe to the believing ſoul, bus thou art 


Caſt out of thy grave. as an abominable branch, &c.thus 


by all the enemies of 7/rael is figured this formal re- 
ligion which is always in great enmity unto the 
truth 5 as: Babel & Aſhur & Paleſlina were to [ſracl, 
and therefore as by their deſtruction he fignres the 
downfall of this formal Religion, ſo by the ſalvati- 
on of 1/rael he figures the conſolation of Believers; 
therefore he ſaith, for the firſt-torn of the poor ſnall te 
fed and the needy ſhall lie downin ſafety, theſe do nor 
ſipnifie Iſrael after the fleſh, but poor broken con- 
trite ſouls, which are the true 7/rae! of God after 
the promile, as Paul teacheth. 

Chap. 15, & 16. Theſe two Chapters are concer- 
ng o4v, which was one of the fons of Lot Lorn 
of his owa dwghter which is called Inceſt, & coun- 
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ted a moſt abominable wickedneſs 'that a tan and 
woman ſhall joyh together in'marriage or withoi, 
who are within the degrees of kindred forbiddth; 
& Amon ws his other ſon born of his other davgh. 
Ter,which came to be two nations;& though doubt. 
leſs they were inſtructed in the knowteds of the 
worſhip and ways of the true Gad, yet turned to 
1dolatry ; & beſides when 1/rael came'out of Fry 
 wearied and tyred inthe Tong and dreadful wildet- 
neſs, they would not ſuffer them to paſs throuph 
thertJand, ſuch were their iniquities'; yer the Lord 
wonld not then deſtroy them before 7/+«el,as he dil 
other nations, becauſe thoſe were'nor the land pib 
miſed, and becauſ? he had given thoſe kingdomsto 
the children of Let, for though they were wickel, 
et the Lord rexicmbred rightcons Lot and woult whike 
known his mercy to a thiuſard generations of them tha 
tove him ;, Yet now the Prophet fhewerh that thkir 
deſtruttion is at hand.; therefore now he thatre- 
deth this Prophecy and conſidereth himfelf an abb- 
minable ſinner as Moab,” even from his birth-afd 
conception, as David did, and therefore faid, mn 
was J conceived. sn iniquity was I brought forth /though 
David was not the Son of 'Inceſt ; and likewiſe | 
eth himſelf an Idolater andliving in -a formal Rel- 
gion, even 1n hypocrifie, and thereby'an enemyto 
| the true God ; let him confider though he enjoy 
many and'great mercics.and bleſlings in theearth, 
thoſe are: from the free mercies df God; whv v4 
ſeth his Sun to ſhine upon good and bad ; and that this!s 
- the patience and long ſiifferance of 'God, and the 
goodneſs of God not leading him to repentance; 
his jadgment and puniſhment wzll beimore fierce, 
which the Prophet figures here by his threatning 
againſt 3zoab : And therefore Councels, as 
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Chap. 16. Y. 1. To ſens alamb tothe Ruler of the 
y:rld; $0 wit, offer thy-ſelf both body ſoul and, ſpis 
© cit, in denying thy ſelf thy being hard & ſtony-as 
; WW the rock of a wilderneſs that thou truſt no more, 
- WE that any; good can come from it, bur believe in 
Chriſt, that lamb of God, that takes amay the ſms off 
the world, that thou maiſh live in the munrtain af the 
Wl daughter if Zion. Ver. 2.700 13. that thy own wijaom 
"WH nay be 45 4 bird that flies away, as a nelt forſaken, that 
" WH tho mart be conncelled by the ſpirit of God toexcente 
judgment, tO. wit, to mortifie the fleſh and all thy fieſh!y 
wmbers, which are. fornication, pride, envy &T Cove> 
tſneſs, waich 18 Idulatry ; and thy ſhadow under which 
thos dwell:ſt, to wit, faith in Chriſt, way be as the 
Wl nigh: in the mid-day, to wit, a myſtery tp them that 
1 w.taout, hid from all the wiſe and prudent of 
* WI the world, that thy on'y delight may be in rhe true 
"WM [frae'itre, that is chaſed away and fled from all the 
Ml pleaſures of the fleth, and all the. ways of man, from 
"WY nhich 7 have made them furitives, and have baniſhed 
| them, t1at they may reſt and find a covert. with thee as 
| WH vith a brother, in the faith :nd fear of God; that all op- 
preſſion and extortion may be far from thee, and ihe 
throne of mercy /et up in thy heart, as in the tabernacle 
of David , and all pride, arrogancy, and lies may be 
artv:n aw ay, then ſhall the Prophet, even every true be- 
lever mourn with thee, when thou' art mearied of thy 
| high places. even of that Religion wherein thy mind was 
k b/t:d in pride, and thou flieſt to thy Temple to pray and 
nt to Feſus th: Temple of God, and therefore prevails, 
joall thy glory ard great multitude that followed 110- 
, i «ry, bypocre/ie. and lies, is contemned, and a ſmall fee- 
Nl ff remnant ws preſerved. | 
\ C2. 17. ver. 1. to 14. The King of 1/rael being 
Pyned with the King of Syria againſt Zudahb, the 
| _ - Prophet 
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Prophet joyns them together and calls it, the Biy- 


gen of Damaſcus, ſignifying as the judgmeut of hea 

then:ſh-Idojaters 1s, ſo ihallthe judgment of hypo- 

critical Profeſſors be from the Lord, for ke will mate 

thew of acity aruious heap, and where they dxelt ſhal 

be a deſolate place where flocks of caitel may lie without 

difturbarce; and ther fortification and kingdom and yle- 

ry ſhall Le caſt comn ar d 3mpoveriſLed,ſo that wh re thy 

bad rsch harv:fts asin a fat valley, there ſhall be but u 

a g.eanirg of grapes after the Vintage, or two or thre 

ol:ves im the upmoſt bouchs, or four or five i the high 

brar.ctes after the ſhakivg ; by all which he figures 
out the work of God in the ſouls of his people, 

whereby he caſts down all their confidence in their 

own ſtrength, wiſdom, riches, or righteouſnieſs, and 
ſhews though they are a numerous people, yet they 

are but few in whom this work is wrought, as tio 
or three in a City.four or five in a Countrey ; bat 
tneſe Few ſhall look to their maker. the holy one of Iſra- 
ef; towit, ſhall rruſt in him and his free mercy; & 
not to the works of their own hands, as Altars,Groves, 
or Images; tOwit, whatever they do in an outward 
Form of Religion, for therr cities or dwellings ſhallbe 
#1 the forſ..h n boughs and branches; to wit,in faith & 
fear of Ged,which the ten T ribes of 1/7ael did for- 
ſake when-they followed Feroboam to worſhip golaen 
calves at Dan and Bethil, which though they ſeemed 
pleaſant, ver they were ſtrange Plants for 1/7ael to 
ſet, to wir, to put theirtruſt in; who had ſeenlo 
many wouderful teſtimonies of Gods goodnels, 
mercy,and power ; therefore in that day 4 man mate! 
tht Plant to £70W ard the ſeed to flouriſh as im one more 
74:9; 10 Wit, trults in his own conceited Religion, 
and the great holineſs of it; for it flouriſhes faſtss 
corn fown upon ſtony ground, but when the Harveſt 
2 COMES 
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comes, that they ſhould reap fruir of it for everlaſt- 
ing life, there is deſperate ſorrow, for the root is 
rottenneſs and the ſeed is duſt : And though they 
are many that follow this carnal Religion, and per- 
ſecure the Servants of Gcd, raging and rearing like 
theSea, or like many and "mighty waters, yet God 
ſhall rebuke them.and make them like chaff before 
the wind, or a light round thing before the whirl- 
wind ; this ſhall be their portion from God that a- 
renges the cauſe of his ſervants, who though they 
have trouble in the evening, in the morning It 1s 
zone, their trouble is but momentary as it were for 
an evening, but their joy is life everlaſting, a mor- 
ning that ſhall have no end. by 

Chap. 18. Yer. 1.to 7. Oh the Land ſhadowing with 
mings which is beyond the Rivers of Ethiopia ;, what © - 
Lend is chis ? the Prophet names it not, ſurely it's 
lome ſtrange land that hath no name, it is no part 
of Eth:ops4 , 2s the margin gives it, for he ſaith it 
ls beyond the Rivers of Erh:opia:; the Jaſt verſea- 
greeting with the ſecond, ſhews what ir is principal- 
ly,itis a Preſent brought unto the Lord ; whence 
Isitbroaght? the Lord hath gathered it out of all lands 
ith Dav:d , Pſal. 107. Erhiopia and Seba, and Te- 
1 and Dedan, and Pull avd Lud, &c. (hall bring 
their ſons ard daughters unto thee ſaith this Prophet 
Therefore our Prophet faich, ut 5s a nation ſcattcred 
abroad and ſpeyld; and how ? not by ſword of their 
enemies, tiat ſpoyls men of their goods, but by the 
lword of the ſpirit even the word of truth, that 
[oyls them of all their own wiſdom and righteouſ- 
nels, to make them poor and lowly in heart, and 
therefore he adds, that they are a terrible people from 
ther beginning, even hitherto; to wir, afie: the Lord 
vgun with them to lay the foundation in truth, .he 
Ft 4 digue 
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digged deepthar it might not be layd upon theſagd. 
but upon the Rock, he made his judgments knowg 
againſt all ſio and hypocriſie,he exalted his law tobe 
a ſearcher of the heart and ſecret parts, to diſco 
ver all the wicked derices & intentions of the hear, 
as Paul faith, he me.ts them as a bear robbed of hy 
whe/ps, aria tears in pieces the very caul of the heart yu 
he tears thum tn pieces as a l;on or abeax. even day aud 
mgbt, as Hezelcab (airh, thus by little and littleare 
they trodden under foot ; the floud> have ſpoyled 
their land, even the flouds of Gods wrath aggiunſt 
fin hath pull'd dowr all carnal confidence, wheren 
they lived , that they may be bronght to the place 
of the name of the Lord of hoſts Mount Zion;t 
wit. that they may be Gods people which liveby 
faith in Jeſus ; therefore he calls it a Land ſhadow- 
ing with wings, for they live under the ſhadow df 
the wings of Gods mercy, even under the defence 
of God againſt Satan and Sin ; and he faith ir isbe- 
yond the rivers of Et:opia, for all the Rivers and 
great Seas of Erh:op:a couid never waſh away their 
blackneſs; to wit,mans own righteouſneſs could ne 
ver remove any f1n, it js-engraven in his heart, as 
with a point of a diamond ; but the river of Gade- 
ven his free grace,waſheth & rinſeth rill he have tz- 
ken away all his uncleanneſs.; for it teacheth to deny 
all «1god'ineſs and every worldly luſt ,this is beyond the 
rivers of Eth:opia ; there live the Blackamoors, the 
Taunymcors and the like, but here ſhzY no unclean 
thing come; Ambaſſadors are ſent by the Seato 
them, in veſſels of Reeds npon the waters ; towlt, 
the promiſes of G5d go ſwiftly as in light Veſſels 
to their ſouls to comfort them, when the watersof 
affliction are - upon them. 
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lirin theearth, ſhall fee wher he ſerteth ups a ſign wha 
the mot £4171s., when. he bioweth atnumpet ye ſball hear > 


Here he thewerh rhe. work of God; to: make the 


blind 6 ſee and the deaf tc hear. for man tbat lives 
in woridly. wiidom and earthly luſts;, can neither 
kear nor (ce the rhings ofGod, for they are hid from 
the wiie and prudent of the world, as our $3viour 
ſaith ; yea Satan hith blinded their exes., laſt the: light 
of the { oſpel of Zeſus.ſhoul: ſhine upon them faith Peal, 
but God will ſet up a ſign upon the mountains; to Wit , 
wil 1.fc vp the Lord Jefus, as 1oſes hft up. the ſer- 
p:nt 1: che wilderneſs, that whotoever believeth in 
him ſhz8 not periſh but have everlaſting life; for he 
is life. azd that life is the light of men, ſo when he 
js ſet up in their hearts above all other things,then 
ſhell chey ſee 5; and when he bloweth the trumpet , 
and makes the houſe of 1facl to know their ſins; 6 
the houſe of Fad4b their ti anſgreſſiogs, to wit,when 


he by his Law makes known the unrighteanſneſs of 


tieir holy rhings, even of their baptiſm and ſacra- 
ment aud fabbaths, and faſting and prayer,and rea- 
ding and hearing, then ſhall they Hear,for ſo He ©» 
peneth che ear and turneth the heart ro diſcipline; 
for the Lord teſtifieth that he will reſt even upon the 
fouls of his people,and in his tabernacle ;, to wit, in bro- 
ken and contrite hearts, in whom. he hath choſen 
to dwell ; ſhall be as a heat drying up the rain, to.wit, 
the Sun of conſolation to wipe all tears from their 
vies, and as a cloud of dew in the heat of Harveft 
a cool refreſhment in the burning drought of afflict- 
01; for even before the Harveſt when the flower 
of the Corn is faln.and the ſeed is ripening.to. wit. 
when they expected profit of their own wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, then the Lord cut all down and took 
al away root and branches, to wit, fihovrns all 
TNELID 
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426 _. | | An, Expolitron of the 
their ways to be Hypocrilie, and lefr it to the fouls 
of the mountains and beaſts of the earth, eventy 
earthly carnal. minds, that are ſtil delighted to 
feed upon it. 

Chap. 19. Yer. 1. The Prophet calls his Viſons 
Burden, alchough it is a moſt neceſſary and comfor- 
tabie Doctrine, becauſe it is a burden to the fleſh. 
ly mind, becauſe all the confidence thereof is de, 
ſtroyed, and the wiſdom is confounded + And noy 
he comes to the burden of Egypr, even of the naty. 
ral mind, for every one there isas ignorant of Ged, 
as Eoypr was ( therefore Paul ſaith, man that is bury 
of a women knoweth not the things of God) & as much 
an enemy to the people of God 3s Egypt ; as Pall 
faith, He that is after the fleſh hateth him that 18 aft 

the ſpsrit.;, theretore the burden is, Behold the Lord 

rideth upon a ſwift cleud, and ſhall come into Egypt, and 
the Idcls of Egypt ſhall be moved at his preſence, andthe 
hea*t of Egypt ſhall melt in the midſt of her , Man's 
heart lives in ſecurity by nature, fearing nothing 
but thatall ſhall be well with him, he ſhall be faved 
either by the mercies of God, or becauſe of his 
works of Holineſs, or fome thinks there?s noſuch I "! 
thing as either Heaven or Hell, God or Devil, or iſ > 
ſome thinks, that though there be a God, yet he re- Iſl 
gardeth no ſuch thing as mans doings upon earth, 
orſome never thinks at all of it ; however, every 
natural man cries peace, peace, to his Soul,though I © 
he walk in the way of his own heart adding finto I /: 
ſin ; therefore when the Lord manifeſts his judg- I - 
ments upon them ,it is faid tocome ſwiftly and ſud- I 
_ dainly, and violently, and powerfully , as it is hol- 
den forth very frequently in Scripture 'by many 
Similies, as a thief #n the night ; or ſorrow upon a We 
manin travel; and firſt it deſtroyeth the Idols, evel 
whatever 
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whatever man had confidence in, iſo that it makes 
mans Heart melt within him... kn 
Verſe 2.to 16. Secondly, it ſets.a man againſt 
hisBrother, or neighbour, and city againſt city,fo# 
Chriſt comes not to ſend peace on earth but a ſword; 
Thirdly, *t makes their ſpirit fail,confounding all their 
wiſdom, and the wiſdom of all their Teachers, tor their 
Jeachers are their great Idols, -and Sorcerers,and 
Southſayers, deluders of their ſouls; Fourthly,-/t 
lets them know that cruel Lordsrule over them ;, even 
uſt, pride, and a mighty king, even Satan the God 
of this world, the Spirit-that Rules in the hearts of 
_  thechildren of diſobedience. Fifthly, A/ that hath 
WH been their defence or riches , ſhall yield no comfort th 
them.for the Sea ſhall fail and their great River Nilus 

| WH 1d all 3s ſeven (ireams, and all reeds and flags, and 
| Wl groſs, and all their fiſhers, and workers in flax, and 
WH nikers of nets and ponds, &c even, all that the car+ 
WW 12) mind puts confidence in. | | 
V. 11. Surely the Princes of Zoan are fools, &C, 
| WW BY theſe is figured Teachers of Formal Religion 
\  thatteach men to glory in their own wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, and teach Kings to eſtabliſh a Reli- 
gion ſeemingly Holy, and ſoto think themielyes 
ne and honourable,that they have ſet forth a right 
Order of Religion, and ſo are nurſing Fathers to 
\ WI fie Church ; and never teach chem, not to judg af- 
I tfrthe outward appearance, but to judg righreous 
\ I j«dement, for the only King of the Church is the 
If Lord Jeſus ; who judgeth nor after the ſight of the eies 
nor after the hcaring of the ear ;, and the only nurſing 
Fathers of the Church are the Miniſters of the word 
truth, for they beget them through Jeſus & they 
miniſter unto them the ſincere milk of the word ; 


hey are ſyre to be their fathers that beget them , 
and 


A*S An ' Expoſition of the * 
and nurſes that feed them with pure milk, & they 
are kings, for Jeſus hath made them kings & Prief 
unto their God. Bur by theſe falſe Teachersthe 
Eord hath mingled among them a fpirit of errog, 
for theſe are the m:niſters of Satan that lying ſi 
Tit, whom he makes like miniſters ot light, and 
deceives the world, ſo that they err in every work, 
they cai do no work that is good, neither theaus 
cieat and honourable man which is the head; na 
the Prophet which telleth lies which is thetail; 
they-are all zone out of the way, they are altozether hs 
60/0 abomina'le in their doings. $ 
''. 16. to 23. But in the day of the Lord they ſbally 
bize fearfub women under the hand of God, to wit;God 
will - put his fear into their-higarts, that they may 
ferve the Lord in fear,& rejoycein him with trem- 
bling as David councelleth, axd they ſhall fear axtir 
landof Fudah or the true TIſr 261 of God'becaufe the bind 
h-1th determined this councel upon it, even to eftablif 
th:m in the true faith and fear of God. Thus a'remnart 
of Egypt as it were five cities, ſhall ſpeak th: language 'K 
of Canaan, to wit, ſhall profeſs the worſhip of the W 41 
trye God ; whereof one ſhall be called the city of deſire fn 
Fi0n;to wit, a very ſmall remnant of theſe Profel WM 44, 
fors ſhall be the true ſervants of God ; for manyat i + 
called but fewchoſen : and they ſhall be hated byal I \, 
the reſt and acculed to deſtroy all order,& zeal,6& I 4 
religion, and to teach a licentious doctrine. But fo! W 4, 
theſe few ſake, Egypt ſhall not be deſtroyed, but the Al ” 
tar of the lord ſhall be there, even the true worſwp Vi 
Goa, for they ſhall offer themſelves body ſoul,aud ſpirit, M 
nto the lord, this ts a (trong pillar to uphold thaw, as Nl x 
a faithful teſtimony of their truth, ard they ſpall prg 1 i ©: 
Ged to ſave them from their ovpreſſors ;, even from St& 
ear and ſin,and be ſhall ſend them a $.4viour, 4g't6 


(ally 
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#n.cven the lord Feſus & he ſhall do it, ſo ſhall Eg ypt 
worſhip God 17 truth when he 1. th {mitten a1.d alſo hens 
© BN 1-4 chem;ro wit deſtroyed all fn and hypocrifie & (gever 
1 WH the t 4: knowledg of G ca 05 fairh 1 Chriſt unto therh, 
WI 723. 24. 25. 7hen [ball there'be'a path from Epypt 
d t Aſhur, 1 wt, the lord raiſe or Tedeem to hrimperf 
fm out of Aſpir ” after the ſame manner as = _ 
* WH 7 Foy;t. {+ ſhall they be joynetlrogerher, and both'jpys 
Kg 4 / ] try the third''with thoys — 
1 Beſing #5: the midſt of a land, tow, all _———— 
"WH (4/b-n0ur and rtjoyce ro fee the true ſervants of Golf"; 
And the Lird (hall gre them a great bleſſing for Lefbuls 
wn them ſaying, Egypt and Afhur 1s the workof 
binds, and Iſrael mme mberitarce, fo ave theybr, 


iito the Covent of price, whire he faith, they ſhaltbe 
V ait tos: 4 © QWS 


f 
| 
WO  preple and 1 wilt be their God, ** Wes 
Wl £447; 20. 0. 1. co'6. Here'the Prophet is coat. 
ted, to go naked and bareFforred, for a'teſtimony that 
WY tie King of 4ſpir whhrhad oyercome the PhilfPiY2s 
taken 4ſ:dcd, fhould alſo overcome Ethiops? ahl 
'Fxpr; in whom the Jand of Fudbe tfuſted, &tarry 
them away captive$Old 'and yours, nay-and bzrt. 
foted; that the people of Judza might be aſhariett 
that they rruſtedin thoſe that wete not able to fiye 
themſelves, whereby is figured that'God will difcg- 
ver the weakneſs and unprofitablentſs of allthing 
that man truſts in, rhat he may make him aſhamed, 
thit he hath truſted in vain'thinrs thi canrot help hims 
mbis diſtreſs, and to truſt in the Lord. 

Chap. 21. v. 1. The Burden of the eſart Sea, in the 
mind of man that'is void of the fear of God, is a ſea 
0 iniquity.and it is defart or deſolate, becauſe the 
ſpirit of God is not there, there is no gracein it's 
bitit's a dwelling place for ſpirits of darkneſs and 
unclean birds, and filthy beaſts, even'for allmanner 


430 An ;Erpolitron; of the. 
of lults as bath been ſhewed before, therefore here 
in he Prophecieth againſt many nations and preat 


becauſe that ſuch amind is in them all, ardr};e he. 


den u0n them is as the whirlwind 51 the South uſe to 


paſs m the wilderneſs, ſo ſhall « come from the hor, 
bie land; The whiclwinds ſignifie the power afGol 
the. wiiderneſs. ſignifies the heart of man-in his nz 
tural eſtate, the borrible land ſignifies, the judgment 
of God againſt fin, ſo that it plainly ſhews, tht 
when God . makes his power to be.known to man, 
of what nation ſoever, he brings judgment upo 
him becauſe of ſin ; man teaches that God will d 
this except He pray and confeſs his ſins, and leay 
Hf idiquity, and unleſs He repent and helieyend 
mie. like,. He ftammers and ſpeaks not plainly;by 
the Truth ſays, all fleſh have cor;upted their Ways, aud 
kyerefore the Lord will ſearch the. he.rt and try th 
£18, and diſcover the very fountain of their ſins,.and 
£98 \the unrighteouſa: ſs of ther, holy things, thenk 
th, [OTH 4 rod bc >\8T % 
w Fer . 2, t9.6, ,Agrievous, Liſion was ſhewed qu, « 
Tranſgriſſer Ag aniji 4 rranſereſſer, and a deſtroyer 4- 
wart a deſtroyer; One ſinner, againſt another, the 
digal azainft the Coverous,the- Profeſſor againſt 
| Fhe:Profanc, -one Hypocrite againſt another, | cez 

Ted to weep or be ſorrowful that the judgments 
'God ſhould come upon them, for that is for thei 
:g00d , but my lyyns were fill'd with ſorrow, yea my bean 
fail'd for very ſorrow that men ſhould be ſo wicked to 
per ſecute one auother, and ſo blind to account it gidlint] 
"They ſay prepare the Table, even for the multztuae ;(0 
'wit, of ldols, to wit, remember all your leſſons and 
"precepts, and rules and inſtructions, let them bes 
* ycur meat and drink O Princes, to wit, ye ſtrong 
Profeſſors ariſe, anoynt the ſhield, that ye may be 
ready to reſiſt Satan & fin. . 


hy 
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Ver, 6,t0 13. The Lord ſaith, go ſet a watchman, 
[.t him declare what he ſeeth ; Theſe are falſe tea: 
chers ,, ſer a true Miniſter that will declare. faith- 
fully hat they do, and he ſaw a Chartot, a couple of 
ho;[ wen, a Chariot of Aſſes, and a Chariot of Canels 
and be hearkened diligently with much heed; Firſtthe 
{aw men, provided with all wiſdom and pawer to 
reliſt the wiſdom of God in their double zeal and 
double Holineſs ; chez 'he hearkened diligently what 
mould be the'end of it, and he cryed a lyon my Lord,the 
Lyon of the -Pribe of Fudah is riſen againſt them : © 1 
keep Watch and Ward-night and day, I fo greatly 
delire to know Lhe-end; And behold here cometh 4 
Chariot of men,a cauple of Horſemen, they maks bold to 
fight againſt the Lyongand what is the end of theBattel? 


H: arſwered and-ſaid, Babylon 1s fallen, 1 fallen, and 


al tht graven. Images of her Gods hath he broken down 
t0the-gronnd ; The Lord Jeſus hath: prevailed and 
deſtroyed;all the Forms.of Religion, about: which 
they contended. © rh1s 7s my threſhing, and the' Corn 


of my floor 55+ to wit, this is the end and. benefir of 
my Prophecy to bring men from Idolatry and eve- 


ry falſe-Religion, unto the Lord Jeſus ; and I have 
ſhewed- you that -which F heard from the Lord and 


'nothing.elſe; . 2 , 


V.1t The Burden of . Dumah , or a Viſion for 
the Sons of Eſau, -whoſe 'younger +got: the Bleſ- 
{ng-and Birthright, . but the time comes when he 
ſhall break his yoak-from'him,;..if ye. will ask after 
this tire from morning to night ; Jrquire, return, 
aacome; it?s not. ſeeking after a time; but if ye 


vill, towit, -if God hath made you a willing peo- 


ple, its the day of his power, it*s:the appearing 
of his grace ; return and come, you have gone Out 
after ſtrange Gods, aftet earthly profits, and fleſh- 
ly pleaſure, return and come. Ver. 
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4j2 An Expolition of the : 
Ver." 13, 14 The buraen againft Arabia, In the Fe. 
reft of Arabia ſhall ye tarry wll miobt 5, to wit, wmanyil 
abide among wild beafts," even tilt; "folly, and vw 
nity; all the timeofhis ignorance of 'Ged, Hei 
a Son of darkneſs, and nota child wfhizhr, ther. 
fore deſarbForefts are his delipht- where the Heath 
grows, Which neither Syn nor Rainprofits.” By 
now the Lord calls on theſe, O ſibubirantinof [dy 
mea, remmber your fathcr 1 fhnna:l bad iporiſmd, bu 
thnet the\ Lor dguve hue water, when be ooked wou yen 
mother Hl ngars affiiStion, and bring watir"ro the thi. 
yd prevent kom that fleeth with bread, yen thin 
«loxt flee from the drawn ſword and fromihe:pricumi) 
of war ;} To wit, live by thefree-meroices of Godby 
which yoarFather was preſerved;and-eſteemhight 
ofthe judgments of God, even that bwordl thats 
WKayn againlt yniquity, : for it.as of moreworthnlun 
fmeigold, and fivecter than the Honey-oompb:, for 
the Lovdbath'appointed ont a fhort itimewherem 
all your glory thall Fail, wnd* your fironmyArobes 
thall befew,cthat'you may truſt nomore: myheatn 
of fleſh; the:ſtrengrh ot wifdom of 2140, hor ſale 
Heing God. Reno ooo 


. Cap. 22:0.1;2,3.T he burden af thealley of Viſin ; 


The valley of Viſion is the people of God,towhan 


'Hetbath ſentihis Prophets with true Vilions eatly & 
late, yet theres a:burdendorthem, Hehathdomt- 


thing azamſftthems why att. thou wholly 10026KÞ Into 


: the houſe tops;to wit, why ydorieſt thou - ſoomuch thi 
'thaalons arttb:;people of God? why thiiksft prov fly 
felf above what 65 meet? what hat thou to\g [pryofiwhd 


haft thou that thou haſt not received? \this thy Hoiſe and 
bruce and rejoycing is net goed; theufhalt be pulled conn 
and ſlain, but 'wot by \ſtord'-ner 41 battel ;\ All ty 


Princes, 10 mit, Thy | bifhaft - Boaſters uh 


eas Pc, Nec of cwuaak .. a—QQcC kw ww 


a wp ee -_ wy 
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thy ſtriteſt Sect or Form of Religion ſhall flee 
together from the bow, the arrow of the 
Almighty ſhall wound them; for they 'ſhall be 
bound that they cannot eſcape ; all that ſhall be 
found glorying as thou ,, although they glory that 
they are fled from far, to wit, that they have turn=- 
ed from great prophanenefs or much wickedneſs to 
the profeſſion of Religion. - 

Verſe 4. Therefore the Prophet refuſeth tobe 
comforted, he will not ceaſe weeping, he is ſo per- 
plexed that there ſhould be ſucha ſtarring aſide in 
thepeople of God, that when there was trouble 
ypon them from the Lord, _ 

Verſe 5. They cry unto the mountains to hide thent 


_ 
5 


gion, and turn not to him that ſmote them, thaf 
he may heal them. 

Verſe 6. And when the enemjes came into their 
Land with Chariots, and Horſemen, and Armies, 
and verſ. 5, filPd their valleys, and ſer themſelves 
n array againſt the gate, then, ver/. 8. They look- 
edtotheir Armour, and wer/.g. and repaired. the 
breaches of the walls, and provided to have water, 
nl 2{thelike; they did all things ver/. jo. that wit 
3M 2nd policy led them to; werſ” 11.: but looked 
ie Ml '-! !0 the maker thereof, had no reſpett to him that 
Wl {0d it of old, 


—2 xi =xz 5 ASS * x & T ﬆ&x }a- © &5 F ama 


1M BY all this is figured that when the Lord leaves 


hy them open to the enemies of their Souls, even 
| 2tanand Sin, then, verſ. 12, they fall to Szcri- 
ad fces, and Prayer, and Faſting, and all the exer- 
as iſe of Religion, , zs it is written, [z their aff'- 
(ton they well ſeek me early; but its but a ſhew , 
the heart is not fo ; for he then cat!s ro weeping and 

| G 2g bala; efs, 


from his wrath, even to their high conceited Reli- . 
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434 - An Expolition of the 
baldneſs, and girding with Sackeloth, but behold joy 
and glaineſs, cating aud drinking, and ſaying, u 
morrow we mult ate, putting the evid day far off, and 
jearing the true Prophets that told them , The wa. 
Les 4 Sinis Death. But the Lord heard this, and 
Jaid, 
Verſe 14. Surely this iniquity ſhall not be purged a- 
way till ye die. Ye your ſeives ſhall know that the 


. wages of ſinis Death ; not the Death of the body, 


for ye ſhall live in the body, to feel a more biitter 
Death than that, even anzuiſh and bitter perplexi- 
ty of Soul becauſe of Sin. | 

In the latter part of the Chapter he propheſieth- 
the-removing of Shebaa the Treaſurer from his Of- 
fice, as a man of low degree, that the Chariots of 
his Glory ſhall be a diſarace to his Lords Houſe, where 
by he figures placing confidence in any thing be- 
low Chiiſt; for it would not be to the Glory of 
God, that any but he ſhould ve our Saviour ; and 
then he propheſies the placing Eliakzm in his Of- 
fice; by whom he figures Chriſt; for he attributes 
fuch Glory to him as belongs only to Chriſt, 

Chap. 23. The Burden of Tyrus. This was a great 
Mart; for many Nations came thither to, vend or 
exchange Commodities; ſo that prophecying its de- 
ſtrution, he ſhews that Tar{:iſh, and Zydon, and 
Ezypt will greatly lament the loſs of it ; whereby 
is figured out the carnal mind with all its wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs, this is the great Mart ther al 
Natjons, all prophane perſons, all earthly world- 
lings, all Idojaters, all Hypocrites, all carnal pro- 
feſſors meet at, to vend or change their Commo- 
dities ; all would have eaſe, peace, plenty, pk# 
tures, riches, honours and prailes of men, Þ 

whi 


£2 V 
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which are commodities the carnal mind hunts af- 
ter, and traihcks in, but the Lord of Hoſts hart 
decreed to ſtain the pride of all flefhly Glory; to 
bring to contempt all theſe things which are ſo glo- 
rious with all earthly minds,and when he converts 
2 Soul, ſhe is forgotten for ſeventy years, a cer- 
tain time, but then ſhe returns to her wages, and 
commits fornication with all the Kingdoms of the 


Farth, for all would joyn Religion and Pleaſures | 


of the fleſh, and praites of men together : but her 
wages ſhall be holy unto the Lord ; for more ſhe als 
Jures to the wprld,, more will the Lord wean them 


from it, that they ſhall deſire to lay nothing in 


ſtore, but be ſufhced with Meat and Cloathing. 
Chap. 24. Here by the Earth and the Inhabitants 
made empty and Waſte, Prie({} and People all alike, un- 
derſtand the work of God extolling the Law in the 
hearts of men, and diſcovering earthly minded- 
neſs in all; and where. that is, they /iwe mith- 
out God in the world, they have not Jeſus to give 
them life and light, therefore the Prieſt cannot 
preach him, he is a dumb Dog, he cannot bark, 
the people have ſtopt their Ears like the deaf Ad- 
der, they cannot hear. They hiave not the Spirit 
of God to guide them, nor his Grace to teach 
them to deny 2ll vngodlineſs, and to live godly, 
&c. therefore are they all like a deſolate wilder- 


neſs, that hath nothing byt weeds, bryars and ' 


thorns growing in it, and wild beaſts and frightful 
Spirits inhabiting it, though there be never to gla- 
tiouſhewsof Religion, it deceives men, for its 
lixe Corn that hath no meal in it bur-duft. This 
Is the City wherein is left deſolation, and the gate 
imitten with deſtruction ; for whoſoever enters 
Gg 2 1A2to 


436 An Expoſition of the 
ioto it, its to the deſtruction of his Soul, for they 
tranſgreſs the Laws, they change the Ordinances, 
for God hath ordained that nothing that is of man 
ſhall ſt?znd, but Jeſus ſhell be all ia all to the Sou] 
of man; but they will either do all themſelves, 
and make their works meritorious, or elſe they 
will joyn ſomething with Chriſt, e.ther Worksor 
Opinions,' or ſomething in man ſo neceſſary as 
wichont which he cannot be ſaved ; therefore the 
Wine faileth, for Teſus the true Vine is not-there, 
there's no mirth, for the joy of the holy Ghoſt is 
not upon them, they are a City of Vanity. 
When it ſhall be thus in the midlt of the earth, 
there ſhall be a few among the people as the ſhe- 
king ofan Olive tree, or a few grapes when the 
Vintage isended, this is an uſval Type with this 
Propnet, to figure the people of Ged, who ſhout 
for the magnificence of the Lord, to wit. with 
humbled Sou!s give praiſe to God thar he hath caſt 
down the pride of mans heart, and taught himto 
deny himſelf, even to forſake all his Lufts, andto 
have no confidence in his own wiidom or righte- 
ouineſs, but to helieve in Jeſus only to ſalvation, 
and to righteouſneſs; and tv acknewledge and 
admire the greatneſs and freeneſs of the Grece of 
God ; and there ſhall be found of theſe in all Na- 
tions and Ifles of the Sea that thus magnifie the 
Lord and his Mercies, yet are they' fo few, that 
the Church cries, my leanneſs , my leanneſs, wo # 
18 
And the Prophet complains again of the great 
and grievous wickedneſs of men, and ſets forti 
the Juxgdmenrs of God upon them by Fear, & Pit 


Snare,By Fear is meant want 6f the fear of Gon 
tne) 


os ty x, op awww. 
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they that fear not him, fear all things elfe, to-wir, 
want, and poverty, couſenage, and cppreſlion of 
men, and appearance of Gods Power, as Thun- 
der, and Lightning, and Storms, and War, &c. 
in all which the righteo\is man is couragious and 
bold as a Lion. By the Pr, underitand deep and 
deſperate wickedneſs, the Heart ſo haruned, and 
the Mind ſo blinded, that man lives in ſecurity, 
neither regarding God nor Devil ,, Heaven nor 
Hell. By the Szare, underſtand Hypocrifie; for 
if man eſcape this careleſneſs, and turns to:Reli- 
gion, if it be not by the Grace of God, and pywer 
of Jeſus, he falls inro Hypocrifie ; thus mans earth- 
ly mind reels to and fro, &c. but the Lord will %iſat 
the hoſt above that is on high, the Kings of the earth, 
eren thoſe whoſe hearts are lifred up as Kings, 
and they ſhall be ſhut up as priſoners, to wit, con- 
cluded under Sin and Death , till the Lord viſit 
them in mercy, and then ſhall their light ſhine 
brighter than Sun or Moon, for the Lord ſhall 
Teign in them as in his ſervants ,of old. 

Chap. 25. In the ſecond Verſe underſtand by C- 
ly, a ſirong City, mans confidence in an external 
ſhew of Religion and Zeal, and his own obedience 
tothe Scriptures ; for its that which is the Palace 
ef ſtrangers; for ſuch are ſtrangers to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and in whom God throws it down, 
they will never build it up again. | 

Verfe 3. In this, by a wighty People, underſtand 
the People of God, for they are mighty through 
Faith in Chriſt, even againſt Satan, Sin, Hell and 
Death ; and by their City, underſtand Feruſalcm 
from above, even the free Grace of Gcd, where- 
by every Belieyer is what he is; and theſe only ſeax 
the Lord , for Gge3. Fe«rſe 
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VePſe 4. H* was a ſtrength and refuze unto their 
Souis when they were pour and needy, and the 
biait of their mighty enemies was-but as a blaſt z- 
gainſt che wall ; and he hath brought down al] their 
Noiſe and their Song, evenall their Glory to the 
DRE. - -* 
 FVerſe6. By this Mountamn , underſtand till the 
free Grace.of God; by «ll People, underſtand the 
Servants of God gathered out of all Nations. By 
a Feaſt, the Lord Jefus; by fat things, and refined 
W/:nes, forgiveneſs of Sin and Sanctiication of the 
Soul, &c. | C6070 

Veiſe 7. By Covering and Vail, underſtand care- 
leſs {ecuricy and carnal Religion; for one of thee 
covers all- 
 Ferje8. By deſtroying Death, underſtand the nz- 
tural eftate wherein man lies dead in Stn. - 

Verſe to. By Moab, underſtand any or every 
Sinner, whom the Lord hath choſen to Salvation; 
by Threſhing, underſtand convincing them of their 
Sin, and making it ſo grievous a burden to them, 
that their very heart is broken with it, whereby he 


- brings down all their pride, to wit, their highcon- 


ceit of their own holineſs, and caſts down the 
height of their walls eyen to- the duſt, that man 
may have nothing to glory in but the Lord and his 
free Mercies. | 

Chap. 26. In the fifth Verſe , By them that avel 
02 high, underſtand Hypocrites, and by their Cy, 
Hypocriſie. -In' the fixth Verſe, by the poor 4nd 


zeedy, underſtand the people of God, who are tru-. 


ly poor in ſpirit, and needy, to wit, wanting the 
help of God; for they are not able to keep their 


own Vineyard; by treading Hypocriſie down _ 
EE” $ Eng . ? FERS -.- -; -y 886% % 2 their 


hs 


hays wy, © Uo 


pa Wm mn Fu, Pons roo 


P_ 


9% gre wx—_- = ©—_N C20 o00Q rc mM, mw . 


Diffictitt Texts in Iſiah. 435g 
their fect, underſtznd their abhorring of their own 
Righteoufneſs and form of Religion which once 
they admired ; as Zeb abbhorred his own Soul, and 
Paul accounted that Loſs and dung which befcre 
he accounted his gain. | 
' In the 13th. Verſe, By Lords beſides thee have had 
dminzon over us, underſtand Luſt, Folly and Vani- 
ty, and Satan, by them. _ : 
In the laſt Verſe, by the earth ſhall diſcloſe her 
i ld, and ſhall no more hide hey ſlain, underſtand, 
that by Gods power upon the Soul man ſhall con- 
eſs all his Ginfulneſs, and play. the Hypocrite no 
longer. _ 
| Gp 27. By Leviathan and the Dragon ,, under- 
ſand all the inventions of mans Heart to make 
himfelf righteous without the Regeneration ; as 
Solomon. Calls it; God hath made man righteous, but 
he hath found out many inventions: Paul calls it the: 
Wiles of Satan ; for it is that deceit of Satan where- 
by he would ſtill teach man to become like God 
. nn wifdom and righteouſneſs : So by Sea, under- 
ſtand the Sea of Iniquity and Hypocrifie that is in 
| by Heart of the natural man, by the deluſions of 
atan. | ; . 
. Verſe 8. In the 8th. Verſe, By Gods blowing with 
b's rough wind in the day of the Eaſt-wind ,, under- 
ſtand the revealing of Chriſt in man; for he is 
compared to the dawning of: the day, and to the 
Stn, and to the Day-ſtar ; therefore his coming is 
calld the day. of the Eaſt-wind , for all theſe are in 
tie Eaſt, and his coming is rough to the fleſh ; for 
he hath his Fan in his hand , and will throughly 
purge his Floor; he cometh to Judgment to put 
out at the light that iz in man,to turn his wiſdom.te 
GS 4 "ily, 
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aited. 


Verſe 10. By defenced City and Habitation undet- 


fland Hypoctiſie, and by the Calf thar fecas on tt, 
and /ics there , underſtand the natural man in his 


fooliſhneſs, ſatisfied with forms, 


An Expolition of the - 

folly, to reprove ſharply all Hypocrites, and pro. 
nounce woes unto them, and let them know thar 
they are the Children of the Dzvil, and that they 
will do his Luſts : Expoſitors of Scripture expound 
by Leviathan and the Dragon to be underſtood the 
Devil, ſo man thinks that's right , man eſcapes; 
thus he put the evil day far off, but its the Deyil 
in the heart of man; for there”s no time of viſiting 
the Devil with a rough wind, towit, in Judgment, 
for he lies under Judgment for ever , whatever is 
ſpoken of Time, concerns man. 

' Verſeg. By Stones of the Altar, underſtand all 
the ſtrong foundations that man hath to prove his 
Religion to be the true Worſhip of God; asto. 
Trove it by Scripture, wherein he perverts the Scri- 
pture, which is the ſpiritual Word of God, ta 
confirm his carnal doings. 

Secondly, He will prove it by Reaſon, and his 
Reaſon is the Wiſdom of the world, which is foo- 
Iiſhneſs with God, and the wiſdom of God foo- 
Hſhneſs to it. By Groves and Tmages ,, underſtand 
all Forms of Religion; for all muſt down when 
\_ that Eaſt-wind blows, even when Chriſt comes ; 
for he is the power of God, and the form is againk 
the rower; therefore he will contend with it inall 
the branches thereof, to wit, in every form of 
Religion, but yet in meaſure, to wit, that the 
ficſh be crucified, and the Soul ſaved, that all that 
js of man may be pulled down, and Chriſt ex- 


— 


and denying the 


k 4 un_ Ty ET ® 


_ 0" bu... if — k. Amana Ad 


Difficult Texts in Iſeiah. 44r 

omer ; therefore the Prophet ſaith, they feed on 
Aſtes inſtead of Bread, 

Verſe 11. By 4 People of no underſtandiug , is 
meant Hypocrites, who are the wiſe and prudent 
of the world, and live in their own wiſdom, and 
reject Chriſt the wiſdom of God, therefore God 
their Maker will have no mercy on them. 

Veiſe 12. By the Lords Threſhing from River to 
Ber, underſtand working his work in his Ser- 


C 720: throughout all rhe world, calPd Threſhing ; 


becauſe by that work he ſeparates his people from 
all the wicked, as Cord is ſeparated from Chaffe, 
and ſo gathers his own one by one. - 

Verſe 13. By the great Trump, underſtand the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel; and by A4ſhur and Epyrt, 
all that are ignorant of the true God ; for its for 
want of true knowledge thatall worſhip Idols, and 
periſh from the right way. 

Chap. 28.Yerſe 1.By Ephraim underſtand all wor- 
ſhippers of God after the wiſdom of man : By 
the Crown of pride, underſtandthe ſtrifteſt way of 
norſhipping ; for pride in Religion is the higheſt 
of all prides, puffs up the heart of man moſt; By 
Drunkards , underſtand ſtrict Profeſſors, who are 
 beſotted with their conceited holineſs, that they 
tave no feeling of any burden of ſin, or want of 
Gods mercy, but are prided in making a ſhew of 
brrowfor ſin, and of praying much to God; and 
by Head of the Vally, uy 1 I their hearts, that 
as as wild and high ſpirited as fed horſes, or as 
men overcome with wine. / 

Verſe2. Bythe Lords maghty fkrong hoſty tempe& 
f hail, and overthrowing whi:lwind , ynderſtand 
tle Judgments of God againſt ſin , not Armies of 
| -" - men; 


442. 


men, but by his power , hariding the Law npoy 
their hearts, for its only that which overthrow: 
loſſes, and crofles, and wars, dearth and Playve 


. An Expoſition of the 


trouble men, and they fret, and grieve, and com. 


Plain. how finfol the Nation is; but this over. 
throws not. Every one lays the blame upon other: 
Hut when Judgment comes from God upon 20j 
Soul; that his Sin is ſo great, that he is forced tg 
mourn alone, and to weep þitterly, then he cries 


with the Prodigal, I have finncd , I have finmd.| 
This treads under foot the Crown of pride, and 
rakes the the glorious beauty like a fading flower.” 
Verſe5. Then will the Lord Jeſu be a Cromnf 
Glery, and 4 Diadem of Beauty to his Servants, and 
Verſe 6. will grve them a ſpirit of Fudgment, to dit- 
cern betwixt that which is of God,and that whichis 
of his own corrupt Nature or deceived heart, nd 
ſtrength to overcome all the temptations of Satan 
and Sin, that they enter not into his heart. *. 
Verſ. 1,,. By ffrons Drink and Wine, under. 
ftand mens ſtrong and high conceits of their owt! 
wifdom and righteouſneſs: By Prieft iand Projin, 
underſtand all Teachers, that teach the word of 
God after the wiſdom of man : By their Tabls, 
underſtand all their whole Doctrine that they feed 
their hearers with. By filthy Vomit, underſtand 
the Word of Ged, and alt Ordinances corrupted 
with the wiſdom of: man, ſo that there's nothing 


_ Clean. 


Verſe 


9. By thoſe that are weaned frow the milk, 
and drawn from the Breaſts, underſtand the Ser. 


vants of God that art feparated from alt worldly 
wiſdom, or teaching of men, and that they fay 


' Not 4 Leagne to whom they ſay 4 League, (OWN, 


that 
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that they worſhip not God in their way, nor fear 
their fear ; for they teach for Doftrines the Traditi- 
m:of men, though drawn from the Scriptures , 
their Fear of God is taught by the precepts of 
men. | 

Conſider the next four Verſes. for they are the 
07 Meceateſt Curſe that is in all this Book of God, 
to Mthough generally preach'd, and expounded, and 
ies WM tolden forth by Teachers, and received by Hear- 
l, Wers for a Blefling. 

i /erſe 14. By making a Covenant with Death, and 
. Ma Agreement with Hell , underſtand man crying 
of WM peace to his Soul, by confidence in his Religion, 
4 Witt no Judgment of God ſhall befal him; forhe 
- Wl thinks that he keeps Covenant with God, and 
7 walks in his way z but alas he builds without a foun- 
0 i tion. . |; 

nM Perſe 15. This holds forth the foundation that 
Mcodlays, even Jeſus, that tried, precious Corner- 
fone, and Faith and Patience the effect of 1t. 

0 In the remainder he ſhews the work of God in 
+ tie heart of man, that firſt brings Jugment and 
LW Cirſe upon him, and takes away all his vain con- 
1 fdence, and brings a terrible ſcourge upon him 
light and day, making him know the ftreightneſs 
| 
{ 


add ſhortneſs of all his Religion, and exhorts him 

to hearken and canſider thar this is the right way, 

by the example of the Plowman, that breaks all 

the. ciods, and makes it even before he ſow his. 

Ml Corn, and how Corn is threſht or beaten out be- 
fl fre it be made into bread. | 

Chap. 29.. Ferſ, 1 aud 3. By Altar and Lambs, 

.Mnderſtand all mans Religion ; as allo by ſtrangers 

and ſtrong w:n, underſtand every thing that man. 

th TY Oe | " puts 
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tro ſtand .ſtedfaſt in Faith and Patience , waiting 
on God, is the ſyreſt way of Victory over all Ents 
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purs confidence in, and not in the Lord , andy 
Thunder, and Whirlwind, and Tempeſt, and down. 
zng fire, underſtand Judgments of God aging 
Hypocriſie, and all formal Religion; but in 
' Perſe 75. By Altar, underſtand the Lord Teſs, - 
Verſe 9. By thay are blind, underſtand falf 
Teachers, againſt whom, and they that are taught 
by them, is all ſpoken to the 17th. Verſe. 

Lerſe 17. By Lebanon turned into Carmel, under. 
Aand the ſame as by « wilderneſs turned into a fruj. 
ful field; and by Carmel, counted as a Foreſt, u; 
derſtand theſame as by 4 fruitful field znta a barn 
wilderneſs, to wit, the carnal mind, that is not ſub- 
ject to the Law of God, nor can be, made obedi- 
ent by Jeſus, who js the day of Gods power, and 
the Hypocrite that abounded in all external works Wa, 

of Religion, confounded, and all his righteouſne 
diſcovered to be abominable iniquity. The for {Wy 
mer of theſe is manifeſted in the 18th. and 19th- M4 
Verſes; and the latter in the 2oth, and 2 1th. ver- MW; 
ſes; ſo the work of Grace ends the Chapter; for 
all Believers are the true 7/acl, the Childrenof Ml, 
Abraham according to the promiſe- f 
Chap. 50. Here the Prophet pours out woe {3 Wt 
our Saviour did )) upon Hypocrites, that profels MW 
to worfhip God, but truſt in their own ways of ho- 
lineſs which they have choſen , ſetting ir forti by WO 
Iſrael truſting in Egypt for help againſt their ene- Wy 

mies ; ſo man truſts in his conceited Holineſs to 
defend him from Satan and Sin ; , therefore he tells I 
them-hesr ftrenoth is to (ir. flill;, for as Mofes faidat Wl: 
the Red Sea, Srand ſtill and ſee the Salvation of God, il | 
| 
| 


nies 
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ies ſpiritualand temporal. But all the Chapter 
olowing ſhews that this is not ſpoken to the peo- 
vle of 7/7ael that were then, and their State, but 
it belongs to all Nations of the world, that all 
may know the way of life and peace is by Faith in 
eſus, and that every one that lives not therein is 
xccurſed, and the wrath of God 1s upon him ; but 
od brings Judgment upon his people ſharply, 
that he may bring them to ſeek unto him, and he 
may have mercy upon them; for when he hath 
brought them to exalr him, he will have compaſ- 
fon on them, and then they ſhall caſt away their 
[dols of filver and gold, to wit, all the righteou(- 
neſs that formerly they eſteemed as pure as ſilver, 
2nd 'folid as gold, they fhall account as loſs and 
Yung, Hi 

Then (faith the Prophet) will God pour out all 
Beſſirigs upon him, and all that he hath; and there- 
fore he ſpeaks as of temporal Bleſlings; yet by 
them is figured ſpiritual Bleſſings, the Gifts and 
[ WGraces of Gods Spirit ; and by freedom from ex- 
f W ternal evil, is fixured freedom from Satan-and Sin g 

for the people of God muſt not be freed from ex- 
* Wermal evils, but exerciſed with them, much to in- 
* FW ute them to ſufferings for the trial of their Faith, 
ad exerciſe of Patience, and that they may be 
' MW perfected through ſufferings, as the Lord Jeſus 
Was, 

Verſe 25. And upon every high Mountain ,, and 
e171 high bill foall be rivers and ſtreams of water in 
"Wi day of the great jlanghter, when the Towers ſhall 

fall. Here by Towers, underſtand the high efteem 
Mat man hath of his goodneſs and holineſs ; and 
terefore he calls it the day of the great ſlaughter, 
becauſe 


446 


_ barren of all goodneſs by Nature. 


_ as theſe fiery Trials, or great ſufferings are or- 
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becauſe the Lord Jeſus then deſtroys all the war 
ings of Satan in the heart of man, whereby man i 
lifted up in his mind, and teaches him to be meet 
and lowly in heart, as he was; and by River, 
underſtand the joys and comforts of the ho! 
Ghoſt ; and by high mcuntains and hills, underſtmi 
the mind, and heart, and ſoul of man, thati 


From hence is the great and abundant merciy 
of Gecd tothe Souls of his people held forth ſong 


. times by figures, ſometimes in plain words, wihMD 


the power cf the Croſs to crucifie the fleſh wihjo 
all its Iuſts, figured by the deſtrution of Aſ;Mtb 
which is manifeſted, for that he ſays i ſhall be ds 
ſtroyed by the vayce of the Nord; for by the wordef 
the Goſpel, which is ſharper than a double edpet 
ſword,is the fleſh crucified ; and he concludes, that 


dained for his people, ſo Hell is ordained for al We 
others, from which the King, the moſt Sovereign Wii 
Power on earth, cannct eſcape, figured by To Mg 
pher. | | 
Chap. 31. The very ſame things are holden forth Wis 
in this Chapter ; therefore he ſaith, , 
Verſe 8. Aſhur ſhall fall by the ſword, not Ml 
man, to wit, the fleſh with all irs luſts ſhallbeYN 
crucified , but not by mans wiſdom, zeal,. or holi- Wth 
nels, but by the Voice of God, as before. fo 
_ Chap. 32. From the beginning to the ninth Verſe, Wb 
he declares the glorious Kingdom of Chriſt iothe 
fouls of his people, and how total an alteration is I te 


wrouf ht in them in all their ſences, as hearing, ſee- W þ 


28, &c. and in all their members and actions; 
and he declares his great Bleſſings in'the 35th mm 
- _ y a 
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and to the'end ;, but in the gth., verſe, and tothe 
iFth. he declares his Judgments againſt falſe 
et 1 cachers, under the name of careleſ- Women ;, for 
ers Ml they care not. for the ſalvation of Souls, but for to | 
oy Wat chemielves ; therefore he ſhews his Judgments | 
(MW upon them, and men that are led by them , by | 
if compariton of deſtroying the crop of pleafanc 
fields, and fruit-vines, taat Thoras and Briars 
ſhatl grow upon their Land , and upon all the 
| 
| 
| 


houſes of joy in the City oi rejoycing, to wit, their 
Dottrine is pleaſant, and they and their hearers re- 
yce exceedingly 1a it, and its fruitful in bringing 
forth all external and hypocritical ſhews of holi- 
neſs and zeal; but its bur Briars and thorns: 
tlerefore the end of it ſhall be utter deſtruction. 
Gap. 33. Under the figure of giving Yi&ory to 
I{rael againſt Babylon, here is figured his giving vi- 
(tory to the Soul againſt the fleſh, or to the Belie- 
Ver againſt the Hypocrite; where he exceeding glo- | 
ouſly ſetteth out the unſpeakable riches of the i 
plory of his Grace ( as Paul calls it) to Believers, | 
whom he names Zzoz and Ferw/alemw, and by Zion 
8always underſtood the Church of God, which 
Fail calls Feruſalem from above. 
' Chap. 34. Under the Figure of deſtroying alf "ul 
Nations that were againſt 7/racl, he ſerteth forth | 
the deſtruction of all carnai Formscf Religion ; 
| for therein do all Hypocrites contend againſt all 
MW bclievers, the true //racl of God, therefore he faith, 
Cl Yerje 4. All the hoſt of heaven ſhall be diſſolved ; 
ls FW fecauſe Hypocrites count themſelves a heavenly 
ſople, yea ſet themſelves above all that is'called 
; 6% heaven or earth, as Daniel faith. = 
-In the -Cloſe. of the ſixth Verſe, - he is 
_— 
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| of Hezekiah, and bis teſtimony of the mighty work 


Miniſters of the Word, that they-preach the Go- 


The Lord hath a great ſlaughter in Fdem, t, 
wit, of the enemies of Believers; for Edow wy 
the elder Brother of Facob, he was in great wrath 
and envy againſt Facob ; fo had the Blder Brother 
againſt the repencant Prodigal ; he brags he hath 
done all the Father commands. So 1ſhmael wzs 
elder Brother to [/aac ; ſo are all that are doers of 
the Law after the fleſh, haters of them that gre 
after the Spirit ; but God will deſtroy them, «Ml | 
the pride of hearts that they bave in their Holi. Ml | 
neſs; for this is that Unicorn that muſt comedown, ſl 
the Heifers and the Bulls that muſt be flain; and © 

| 


their Land, to wit, hypocriſte, ſhall be the habits- 
tion of Njght-Spirits, as Zijm and 75m, and rave- 
nous Fowls and filthy Beaſts, to wit, of all fleſhly 
Luſts; for Hypocrites are ſome proud , ſome c9- 
vetous, ſome whoremongers , &c. and Religion I * 
is the covering for all; but God will rent it and I © 
lweep it away with the beeſom of deſtruction, to ll * 
wit, that none of his Servants ſhall poſſeſs it; for 
he hath given it for a poſſeſſion to thoſe filthy crea- 
tures for eyer. | 

Chap. 35. This is even 9a Song of Joy for the 
great Mercies of God to his people; for that he 
makes them flouriſhing, and fruitful, and ſeeing, 
and hearing, and underſtanding, and "ſuffers none 
of theſe Night-Spirits, ravenous Birds, nor filthy 
Beaſts, to wit , no fearfulneſs zor fleſhly Luſts a- 
mong them. | 

From hence to the 4oth. Chapter, is the Hiſtory 


— 
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of God upon his Soul. 
Chap. 4o. Here is the great Commiſſion to al 


þ. - .. RR; 


— 
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pel, 
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ſpel, glad Tidings, a word of comfort in due ſea- 
ſon to broken hearts, they are the only real peo- 
le of God, and this is Bread to the Sou], andthe 
Childrens Bread muſt not be given to Dogs, to 
wit,oo glad tidings,no comfort to Hypocrites,even 


the zealous walkers in ways of formal Religion, 


Verſe 5. Here he prophelicth of Fohn Baptiſt, as 
70n himſelf teſtifieth, ro wit, the Doctrine of . 
true Repentance ; when man ſees the Glory of the 
Lord, even the riches of his free Grace, forgiving 
bin for Chriſt*s ſake ; then 1s every 10% monntarre 
caſt down , every valley exalted, rough places mad? 
Wain, ard crooked ways*ftraight ;, to wit, pride cf 
heart pulPd down, afflifted Souls comforted, and 
al Gods Servants gnided in ſtreight ways. 

Verſe 6. Then, and only then, doth the Soul of 
man know and confeſs that he is nothing but a mafs 
of ſin, and ſo comes to be humbled in heart, and 
aſcribe all the work of his Salvation to God. 

_ Verſe g. Here by Zion and Feruſalem, underſtand 
Believers; for they always give good tidings, even 
that the Lord will work all the whole work of 
their ſalvation, and ther in comfortable ways, eaſ- 
ng them of all their Burdens and Oppreſſions,and 
refreſhing them with comforts in all their weak- 
neſs, and encourages them to believe in him, con- 
dering his great power over all Creatures in his 
Gly Providence, and his mighty wiſdom, that 
(oth all theſe chings without any Counſeller, and 
to whoſe greatneſs all Nations ate but as a drop of 
Water. Verſe 16. Here he ſhews the work cannot be 
ne with Sacrifice ; for all the mood of Lebanon 


Would noe be ſufficzent for fire, nor a'l the Beaſts of 


ut Fereſt fer Sacrifice; Hence he reproveth the 
H h fooliſh- 
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An; Expoſition of the - 


foolihneſs of man to make an Image that can da 
nothing, andtrafts in that rather than in God that 
doth ſo wonderful things both in heaven andearth, 

Chap. 41. Virſe i. Here he gacs on with the 
work of Grace, whereby all mans wiſdom is can- 
founded, and his ſinfulne(s diſcovered ; fo that hi 
mouth is ſtopped ; therefore he ſaith, Keep ſilence 
before me, &c. (iznifying, that all ſhall be cone 


- founded that plead for their own Righteouſneſ; 


 Perſe2. By Fuſtice, underſtand not Abraban 
as the Tranſlator ſays in the Margin, but the L W 
Jeſus. Neither in the 25th. verſe underſtand g- 
xus, but the Lord Jeſus ſtill ; for theſe Teſtime- 
nies belong not to temporal, but to fpiritual 
works and Deliverances. They that expound the 
Propiets to ſpeak concerninz temporal things, 
forget that Teſtimony, That all the Prepvets git, 
witneſs to Feſws;, and that of our Saviour, Szarcy, 
the Scripturcs, for they teſtifie of me ;, un them ye thi 
ro have ciernal L'fe. In vain (hall he think to have 
eternal life by the Scriptures, that follows or Þc+, 
heves ſich expoſitions as expound them not to give 
teſtimony:of Chriſt in every teſtimony either plute 


. Jy or typically. Therefore by raiſing Juſtice from 
& thi Eaſt, underſtand the Lord J=ſas ro give the 
* firſt light to the Soul; and therefore by Peter be 
* 15 called the Dy ſtar, and dawning of the Day, he-, 


cauſe thoſe things temporally are from the Eall. 
And by ſabdkias Na:tioms and Kings, underſtand 
all Sins, and the Principalities and Powers of dart 
11ets, over which, he makes us more than, Colt 
querors, when he gives us a Faith againſt which 
the G ites of H:lIl cannot prevail: And who doth, 
theſe things ? fſaiih he, 7 rhe Lord, the firſt and mith 
ihe laſt the fame. og Wor, verſe 
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.Werſe 6. Here he. ſets forth the fooliſhneſs. of 


manin making Idols; by material- Idols figuring 


ſpiritual : which 1s calPd ſprretnal wi keaneſs 1m hea- 


oguly places, £0 wit, in the. Fart of man, . which 
ſhauld be the place. of heavenly-things only, even 
mans confidence in his own peep whereji>men, 
encoyrage One. another to. be ſtrong. and make it 
beantiful, that it may ſeem truly, holy, and highly 
rejgious : Oh this is an cxcellent Religion, it 


brings forth fruit, many good works, its not 2 dead | 
Fach; it's not an.idle Opinion, but careful Zeal; 
thus they gild ip, 1t-muſt haye a beautifol outſide, 


fix all they do is to be ſeen of men. 


Verſe 8. Here is the Mercy of Gcd to take man 


to himſelf, to be his Servant, and ro miniſter mer- 
cy unto him daily, and deſtroy his enemies, even 
all Sinand Luſt, fizured by them that are againſt 
thee, for theſe war in our Members, as 7ames faith; 
bit io this war the Lord will help them, and make 
them as a threſhing Inſtrument to beat themoun- 
trins (even all high thoughts ) 'to powder, 


\F. 17. More.poor and necdy man is in himſelf, 


the nearer will. God be to him 5, he will oper Rivers 
"the tops of h:lls(to wit,min;ſter comfort co him in 
dry barren condition)and fountains in the midſt 
a. Valeys ( even refreſhment in. his low eſtate ) 
ad fo wholly: tyrn himta a new eſtate, as if a 
barren were turned into a fruitful place, 2nd all 
trees of beauty, ſtrength , -profit,, or plecſure 


Manted in it.;. for in his heart, thus void of all 


gpodneſs, will the Lord place all the fruits of 
ghteouſneſs: and peace, in which work there js no. 
Counſel,, Wiſdom. or Power of man that c>n do 
Uy thing, they -are all vain as Images of Wood 
Fc, | Hai - / OC 


. _- =. - oh 


Prophecy of the converſion of the Gentiles , as 


| fore the Apoſtle ſaid God put. no difference be- 
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452 © An Expoſition of the: 
or Stone. They are but wind, and ſhall be bronghy 
to Confuſion. SO: TT " 

Chap. 42. Here the Lord ſpeaks by the Prophet, 
and calls all to'look unto ſeſus , whom +he calls his* 
Servant, not becauſe of his Manhood, as the Mar-' 
gin faith, but becauie he is his only Servant to re-: 
deem his eleCt ; for which Office is required both 


Perſe 11. This is commonly exponnded tobeg 


though it were a greater matter to convert Get-' 
tiles than Jews ; no, no, every man -by- nature Is. 
like a barren wilderneſs, he can bring no good 
tTvit ;. every one is a ſtranger to the Covenant of 
Grace, as far from God as the Arabians ; there- 


tween them and us, purifying the hearts of all by 
Faith ; ſo that this is the greatneſs of: Gods Grace,” 
in making of Sinners Sons of God, and filling 
their Souls with joy and peace in believing ;' giving 
our his ſtrength to reſiſt Satan, that he be as a &- 
and in them , and make all deſolate that was itt 
high eſteem with them before, and ſo lead them 
though blind, by a way they have not known, cvel. 
by his. great Love to Sinners, and deftroying al 
Sin and Hypocriſie, eplightning; their Souls, oy 


) \ 


-Wit, they flee from Go 
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[they may ſee [their- own; ignorance and crooked 
ways, andÞbe aſhamed of their idolatrous. minds, 
.which have worſhipped and. ferved the. Creature 
more than their. bleſſed Creator. 


e# S'S® a "-« - WW 


ſhews here.that they account ſo evil ef-ngthing as 
of the Lord Jeſus and his Servants-that, beheve'in 
him ;; for theſe'do ſtill fay, that. rhey fee all, and 
teach well; but they do not as. they .ſay,. bur. live 
-hcentiouſly, and pl licentious Dackring;: laying, 


-Let wa 4s evil that good. may. come thereof); -buyt-the 


Lord:will exalt the Law againſt them for-, as Paul 


aith, their damnation hafteth ;.for they arg robbed 


and ſpoyled-(-to. wit, of, all. googneſs by.Satean ) 


and hid -in, priſons and "dungeons; . Satan. bolds 
them” captives: in -great ignarance ;; for theLoxd 
-hath left them to hardneſs of heart. . and bligdaeſs 


of mird, ;becauſe they ſinned againſt him;;, which 
1s bis terce- wrath upon them 4 but they. knew '4t 


not. rs bel 
.. Chap. 43; Here the Prophet procegdg amthe 
'Name of the- Lord ,, maguifying. his Mercy, tohis 
\People, as befare; but in the 14th. Verſe, he faith, 
' For your fake have I ſent to. Babel , and hrought.3t 
,&7n, to wit, I have confounded all your wiſdom, 
+that you may, become fools in your ſelves, andriru- 
;ly wiſe in Chriſt : The Caldears, to wit, every One 


that truſterh in his own wiſdom, are fugitives; $0 
d, even in ſhips, but his 
H h'3: , J:dgments 
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Judgrivnts will overtakeithem, and ill themyith 


ſorrow. 032K 4 0 BN; yew 
be Lord, "whtch: Jndkethiy 
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vith MW eaſe 27, 28; Thy firſt Father hath ſinned, thy 
7 Teitbers. have tranſgreſſed againſt me; therefore I 
ou WY bot prophaned 1h# Rates of the Santtuary, ard made 
he Ifhuel a Curſe, atrd Facob a Reproach. This [is the 
anl MY Teſtimony concerhing 7*ael after the fleſh, to 
wit, all carnal worſhippers, that it may be mani- 
his, MW feſt that all the former Promiſes, Merties, and 
Bleſſings belong to the true 7/-ael of God, as Pant 


es; 
tia Ml faichco chem that walk in the ſteps of the faith of 
So. MW Abraham: Bat unto all that glory in their wi 


ch, W dom ,"faith , -Zeal'; g9d righteouſneſs is reſerved 
bs, WJ idigvation, and wrath, blackneſs, and daikneſs 
& MW fot-ever. The God of Mercies grant the lighr of 
his-countenance uffous;- and turit away his judg- 
ments'from vs, for his own Names fake. | 

Cap. 44. Hefe the Lord fpeaketh to his people, 
hisEtect, whom he ſeparates from «fl others, and 


to-declare plainly that -all Bleſſmgs, Promiſes , + 
Metcies , Priviledges,, Comforts , Deliverances, ' 
atd every good thing holden forth by the Word, 
ths gift of Faithand Repentance; the Spirit of 
Prayer-and Praiſes, the Fruits of the Spirit, as 
's MW Love, Joy, Peace, &c. all belong to the elect of 
k a only; aid who are they ? They that fear the 
- odfd, | | 

r WW !Yer/e 3. They that hunger and thirſt after righ- 
» Wl trouſneſs; they that acknowledge they are the 
( 

J 


Lords; though all other forſake them , ſtand far 
of; and - cannot. help them , like miſerable com- 
fofters'in the day of adverſity, then the Lord takes 
them up, though caſt out todeſtruttion, as a child 
ifs gore-blood, as it is by Ezekiel: Bur, 


Hi 4 Verſe 


lefein is the wiſdon! of the Miniſters of the word, - 
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. Verſeg. All that wake an Image are Vanity, thy Wh þ 
aclettable things ſhall not profit them ;, to wit, they Mk 
that glory in thejr own wiſdom and holineſs. Tha Ml þ 
is the great and. gene-al Image-making, and this M ; 
is a del jghtful Religion that man may have itia M 
his own power, that his doings may be of ſome Ml ; 
worth tohim, that he may ourſtrip his Compani. 
on, that he may kive praiſe of - men ; but allisyz 
nity, it ſhall. not profit them, they ſhall be con. 
founded. en! | 
Verſe 20. They feed on aſhes, &' ſeduced heart hah 
deceived them, they cannot deliver their ſoul ont of 
this deciit,, nor ſay, is there tot ale 1n my r1ght band? 
Then charges he his people to remember theſe 
things, and not ferget what the Lot of the wicked 
is, and to cleave unto their God for ever. | 
Verſe 28. Here he names the King plainly-by 
whom Fersſalcm ſhould be built againz which ful 
ſhews, that what: God determined , he declared 
plainly by his Prophets, which he did not of the 
Return of the ten Tribes, or of the reſtoring that 
People, the Fews, after the crucifying of the Lord 
Jeſus) but as they took the guilt of his Blood upon 
them and their Children, ſo it remains. Yet {- 
condly, by Grs, is figured the Lord Jeſus ; and: 
by Teruſalem, is meant Feruſalem that is from abayey.: 
to wit, the ſtate of Chriſtianity, or the life of 
Faith ; for he faith, the Foxnaation ſhall be ſurely 
{aid ;, which hapned not unto that Ferw/alew, nor 
to that Temple, but unto the Church of Gd ; for 
her Foundation is ſurely laid in Jeſus,, for he is tit 
power and wiſdom of God. y 


” & 
» 


Chap. 45. Y. 4, 5- Here the Prophet foretelleth 
plainly what great things ke would do for the "_ 


Pifficult Texts in 1aiah. ; 457 


by Cyrus , how much he! would make his Power 
MW known in him, though he had not known him ; 
; WM but under all this Chriſt and the Church is figured, 
; Bad the great things God doth for man in and by 
MW Chriſt, though man bath not known him ; as break- 
: WH #7 the brazen doors,and burſting the iron bands(which 

isbreaking the power of Satan, and Sin, and, 

. Verſe 3. Giving them the Treaſures of darkneſs,ana 

things hid in ſecret places (to wit, giving them to 
WH know the Myſteries of - the Goſpel , which-are hid 
/ Wl from all the wiſe of the world) and yet, - + 
. Verſe 6. are made known by Chriſt from Eaſt to 
Weſt, even that God in mercy,  _ - ... 
' MW Ye 7. Gives true Light and Peace to his Ser- 
| WI vants, and in juſtice ſhats up-the wicked in Dark- 

ſs (to wit, in ignorance of him ; that they com- 
wit altevil ; : that every Soul may know, : -- 

Verſe 8. That Righteouſneſs comes from Weaven, * 
4 the dew of the birth, of Jeſus ;. ard,; -' 

Verſe 9. Thathe is accurſed that friverh with hu 
Mir, to wit, he that accounts got of Gods good- 
nes according to the freeneſs of his Grace to his 
People, but thinks evil of God in his heart, out,of 
lis own corrupt Reaſon... * - Seo NL 

Verſe 13. He ſhall let go tay captives not for price 
trreward, Here by this Type of Cyra giving the 
Js free liberty to return to their own Land; is 
bzured Gods free Grace , that ſaves not the righ- 
teous for their righteouſneſs ſake, but calls ſinners 
lorepentance, to wit, gives them repentance and 
faich in Chriſt ; and calls. not the Fews only, but 
Verſe 14:; the Ethiopians and Sabeans; to. wit, the 
noſt ſinful C figured by the black Ethiopians) and 
them that are far off from the ways of righteouf- 
NC 19S; 
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neis,. and ſtrong ..m their. own conceited: hoſingk 
figured by the Sabeavs, wen of Statare.) And thik 
this is the work of God hy Chrilit,| is. manifeſte 
in the wotds:ifollowing ; They ſhall br. thine, thy 
ſhall follow thee, - and go in Chains ( to wir, drawh 
by the Chains of thy Love )) they fhall-Fall down be. 
fore thee, and make ſupplication unto thee, ſaying, ſutt 
iy God is in thee, thare 15 no other gads beſds1 th, 
Fheftare not the words of men to Cyras, butof 
Believers ro Jeſus. Which all the reſt of the Chap. 
ter teſtifies iti plain words,-that he muſt be whollf 
TERorant of the work of God, and very perverſe. 
unto it, as every one-is that eſtablifhes a rights 
oulheRt 4h mans Obedience to'the-Law; evetito 
any Teſtimony: of the Weord , as to! a: Pretept; 
-Rule,; of Leſſdn. Leif O43} 08 
Verſe 2a: By AbjeiF'sf the Gemilts, Undetftanl 
them-whom che Lord \hath caft down: from pgloty- 
ing in their ow: wiſdom j to be abjeT miſkfabl 
ſingers irheft own hearts. <0 
_- "Ferſeizq/ By be” while Seed of Ifrath; unde 
ſtan troe Believers, which are the Seed of Ai 
bag;-2s Pal faith. + - | Tit RO 
' Chap. 46. Verſe 1. By the Overthrorb of Babylons 
- Javis,f 14 figured the bringing down 'of nans heart, 
which is always moſt prided itt a carnal, form 
Religion, ' conſitting in many aftions, whe 


_——— 
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' theyivould ſubdue the''deaftly carnal mine, whitl 
was a great burden to them; but did ot" profit 
them-y'and thetefore he ſys, '"_"c& 
': Ferſe'z: Their Soul 43\gone into capennity;. 

" Ferſe's.. By deſcribing the making $04s of Gild' br 
ad Silver; and their unprofitableneſs, he \ſhews, tif the 
moſt beautiful form of Reljgion- that avant" 

Foy . Up) 
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up, Gannot. avail any thing at all ro his falyation. 
Heonly is (God from everlaſting, that can fay,1p 
Carl ſh-b. Fard, .1. will do whatever 1 will: © © 1 
Verſe 11. 1 call a Bird fromthe Eaſt, the man of 
my Ounce! from far : By this is tigured Chriſt, 
abo is aid: ro; come from the Eaſt , becavle fie 
brings Light n@&Laofe with hit; 40: he calls him's 
manof his Covhcel,! becauſe he.is the wiſdom of 
God in whichall:/his works are wrought; and:be is 
faid to come from far, becaufe the: knowledge af 
kim-is. far from the wifdom of::man.! .-: <5 
10:Chap. 47. /erſs: 1: Come down ., (it in on aft; :Q 
Tir Dangbter of Batel. : Hete by the defiryctio 
of Babylon 1s figured the diſcarery of Hypocriſfiie, 
aid:bringing one> Hy poctite to Judgfnent. + There- 
fore he ſays. One down f forthe Hypocrites keart 
bhfted'up in: his tenceited Religion!) and ſav tbe 
«f-the higher ryan is lifted wp by. Himtelf, mwte 
ſhalt he be- humbled <:7d abaſcd:of God.) '@-#5rgis 
Dagirerof | Bavel {thou that; efteemeſt thy felfin 
pdte'Virgin ,; and Diughter of (God, yet an then 
#1, a confuſion, a vain tmog, , in whick:chere 
B1v-comfore,:' =: fc; -0}- 01.130 727.0 208 
cUPrſe 2. Take tbe Mlfones; 8&6) (to wit ; thou 
khoureſt/in the:very fire for very. yanity, to ovtr 
thy Sin and Luſt, bur all in vain ) for thy filchoweſs 
af he doſconered, "nnd thy ſhame [re., xc anſithon 
ries thy garments of m2, but haſt wern;a JÞi- 
opt) TORT £12195 ri allatonx 
Fre 6. Tthave jpiven myp:ople inta thy:hand;. and 
| thou aidjt ſhew hem no mercy. but aidft lay thy wvety 
fd rity yoke: aporntbe ancient ; and fo'gur Saviour faid, 
he ve Hypoccices-did bind very tieavy butdeus upon 


hers __ 
Perſe 
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\ Verſe 5. Thus the Hypocrites heart boaſts and 
ploncs, and lives in ſecurity, in hope of etern;] 
appineſs, and knows not that her day is coming, 
wherein, LSU EIS: A \ YE 
Verſe g. She ſhall ſee the lo of all; riſe 
ſhall-fall upon her in'great extremity ; for thy-nis 
dom: and knowledge have cauſed thee to er, 
through the multitude of thy Enchanters / and 
Soothſayers, &c, (:to wit, thy Teachers, Preach 
-ers, and Beclarers,-f a: -: Lit 
Verſe 12. With whom thou haſt wearied thy 
'From:thy youth (to wit, thy Teachers itn whomthoi 
delighted! , and therefore haſt paſſed all thy tide 
4nlearning at them.” £19 630 10 
-: Ferje 13. And now is the Age come whichmake 
thee weary. of all thy former delights.  . © 5:1! 
....'Verſe 14. Thou and they fhall burn together 
theday of Gods ſudgment, rhey: ſhall not. be\ablev 
:ae/iver their own Souls. Fheir Doctrine fhall fiell 
thee no coals to warm at , nor light to-fit by({v 
wit; no comfortito warm thy 'cold.; frozen andbe- 
numamed ' mind, , nor 'knowledge to- guide thee 
the ways of Life ; for they will be gone every.olf 
toſſeek his own Gl6ry; and leave the afflited:Squl; 
they cannot ſpeak\a word of comfort 'in- due. ts 
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 \Chp. 48. Verſe 1. Here he. declares to. his p% 
-ple what they were. .of old, .to wit, thoughts 
profeſſed the Worſhip and Service of God, -and 
\rruſt'in him, - it-was not in truth and'righteouſheb 
.. Verſe 4. They:are an obſtinate;generation; #i 
Jnew like Iron+. and their brow like braſs. | 


Verſes. That they may know that their1ſ6 
BY. | | '-..-:-"off 
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and Mejen their carnal Religion could not do it; for jt 


ral Mc:onot open the ear, and turn the heart to Diſci- 


fine. - | = 
Froſes. But 7 have ſhewed thee new things before 
ſer Mrbvy come to' paſo, things which thou kneweſt net, to 


- 


wil Wit, have made-thee to know, - | 


ar, ee 8. That thou art a grievous Tranſgreſſor 


and i fromthe womb. 


6 WW Yerſe g. But for my Name ſake I put —— 


it {Mnrath, and purified thee, I choſe thee in the furnace of 


iron. | 2 t 

po Verſe 14. T lowed thee, and my Arm ſhall be againſt 
ivic the Chaldeans, to wit , all Hypocrites ; their way 
i» MWiswicked, therefore they ſhall be confounded. . 

ke i /erſe 17. But' I teach thee to profit , and by my 
i! Mtcacbing ſhalt thou abound in all goodneſs.  :: 
rol But go out of Babel, flee from the Caldeans, to wit, | 
LM jojn not with any-in' a formal Religion; avoid all 


Hypocriſie, and rejoyce therein. 


be tified with comforts that flow from Jeſus the 
Rock of their ſalyation. NUT G1t 18 


enjoy my everlaſting peace,though. they bleſs Thein- 
ſelves; and cry peace to their Souls in their delufi- 
os; they have: made lies their refuge, and undet- 
falſhood have they hid themſelves, it will not be: 
peace in the end. | dares 
Cap. 49, This is a plain Teſtimony of Chriſt, 
on his glorious work 1n the ſalvation of his peo-. 
Ferſe 2. By hid, underſtand from all the wiſe. 
of the world. -By Gods Quiver, underſtandhis ſe- 
%y ct Counſel, which ishid in Jeſus, but made ma-- 
Y iufcft to his Servants, ; Verſe 


Pifficult Cexts i{nIfaiah: 467. 


:Ferſe 21. For he.that cleaveth to me, ſhall be Z 


Verſe 22. But the wicked hypocrite ſhall not : 


- 46d. .'"An:Expoſition nf the-: 


_ themorid is glarious by thoſe: few Chi:ten ee 
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Verſe 4. This Complaint is becHuig ths heatts.of, 
mey are to deluded:rhac few zeceise his Gag... 
Verſe 8. By raiſe up the earth, unde:ſtind tha, 


God ;- for by themvit.is compared! [0 frwufal hgd; 
otiierwile to a d: ſolute Wilderneſs, 2n hobiration of, 
Night-Spirits, wiclean Birds, and filthy Beiſti;; tor MW" 
—_ ate all Sinners and Hypocrires in. the ſighraf | 
\Perſe.g. By Preſaxers,undwar{tand Sinners that.are, | 
priſoners to Satan & Sin : By Darkne/7,undexſtand, 
Ignorance 6f God'and tis free Grace, vr thewaik | 

| 

| 


of Regencration. By 'commanding, them to. fy 


themſelves, underſtand the working. this: work up- 
on their Souls ; for it fills their mouth with -praifs. 
By feeding in the ways; and paſturing upon the topi of: 
the bills, underſtand finding mercy and loving kigd- 
neſs of God through Jeſus in every: Text of: the: 
Scripture. 1 a1 fic; 2115390008 

* Verſe 14. By the Churches © Complaint, 


' that God had forſih:nt her, underſtand that the b#- 


lieving Soul finds ſo much-fſinfulneſs in himſelh, 
and fo great want of Gods help, that he crizsoy 
often, that God would not forfake him. it 
- Verſe 179. By Builders, underſtand the- true Mt. 
niſters of the Goſpel: By them: that made. thet 
waſte, underſtand falſe Teachers that teach mens 
aftions, and zeal, and diligence todo fomethung, 
and do not attribute all to free Grace. By: («e 
departed from thes )) underſtand ( that thou cank 
not receive their Daftrine |) which before thoy 
g$o=cr" rg t A Ap >. - 
- Verſe 19. By Deſolaticny, waſts places, ava a7 
A, anteang Heart , Sgnl., and SpUtt; 
made.waſte and deſolate through Sin. ' Hi 


=> i223. tes ti a6 gn 


Virſe2o. By Chilaren of thy barrenneſs, wnder- 
fand the fruits of the Spirit, brought forthabun- 
dintly by Faith. in Chriſt , whereunto thou waft 


"© barren by nature, as himſelf ſaith ;. withow me ye 


£41 do notbing. EE Ry 

Verſe 23. By Kings and Queens being Nurſes to 
the Church, underſtand true Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel; for they are made Kings to God, and they 
youriſh the Church with ſincere-vnilk af theword. 
Br worſipping with theer faces: te the earth, ynder-. 
and, that, all that truly worſhip Ged are lowly in. 


heart, By licking the duſt of thy feet, underitand, 
receiving the Doctrine of free Grace z as ſhaking, 
the duſt of the feet againft them that refuled that 
DoArine, was a teſtimony againſt them ; for the. 
vo Doctrine is to one the ſayour of Life, andto 


the other tlie ſayour of death, | 
Verſe 24, & 25. By prey of the wighty, and cap- 
iv of the Tyrant , underſtand the captivity of 
Quls to Satan and Sin. _ 

Verſe 26, By feeding them that ſpail the Church, 
ith their cwn fleſh, and making them drunk, with 
ther own Blood , underſtand making them know 
tieir own iniquity and hypocrifie; that they may, 


| bc brought in {ubjection to God alſo, and know the. 


Lord Jeſus, apd the redemptiaqn that is by him. 
Chap. 50. Perſe 1. By Mother , underſtand the 
Church under the adminiſtration. of the Law : By 
the whole verſe underſtand , that they were not, 
lor any are not rejected, but they who are. not by 
the Law brought to the ſight of their fins and ſin- 
ful nature, and in ſorrow and mourning thereun- 
(er, leck to God for INELCY. : Le 


_— — — — 


454 An Expoſition of the 

Verſe 2. In this firſt is ſhewed that Cod maits 
when men will come to him in that way ſo oppref. 
ſed in their minds through their finfulneſs, and 
| that ſo few are: found ts ſeek to him ſo, andthetre. 
fore the Lord complains that there is none; ag if 
the Lord had no power to' forgive their ſins, and 
change their ſinful nature; then he teſtifies his 
power by his works formerly wrought for 1ſral.. 

Verſe 4.. By Learning, underſtand skill how to 
miniſter the Word aright,to comfort the mourner, 
and declare the Judgments of God againſt the im- 
penitent ſinner. By the Aorning-, underſtand 


when God reveals Chriſt in the Soul ; for hebrings 


light with him ; all mans former eſtate is ignorance, 
and therefore is called Darkneſs , or Night. 
Verſe 6. By this underſtand patient ſuffering al 
- affliction and perſecution, though unto Death, for 
the teſtimony of the Word of Truth, even. for 


cleaving to Faith in'Jeſus, or the Doctrine of freg 


Grace only; for all other ſuffering , though for 


Religion, wherein man either ſpeaks or adts any 


thing againſt temporal Government, or adds any 
thing to the Doctrine of free Grace, that he ac- 


counts he ought to doas available to falyation, 1s 


of no worth. 

Verſe 7. By I have ſet my face like 4 flint, under- 
ſtand the Chriſtians, either Teacher or Hearers re- 
ſolution to ſtand to the Doctrine of free Grace, 
though it be*ſpoken againſt every where, as, As 
28. 22. From thence to the laſt Verſe, is a moſt 
glorious witneſs of the Doftrine of Faith ; and the 
laſt Verſe, of mans confidence in his own wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs ſet forth by kindling « fire at by 


ons fparks, and walking in the light of tt. Cho 
| ey 4 U 


_ wo oo. ocwa Oa% oa mart > on 


(449, 51. Incthe firſt Verſe, By £00k anothe 


Margin, but intheir own finfol Nature, which they, 


ceived in fin, and brought (faith in- iniquity; as. Das, 
wa confeſſerhr he WAS. ;-bhat-fo;ever y-. ofie thay know; 
that unleſs-he be regenerate; made a tew Creature, 


' - into the Kingdom. of Heaven, as our Saviour teath- 
to il etl. | ot 
nM Yſe2. By Conſult Abtrahain, &<. is to conſider 
n- that what he was better than others, was by Gods 
dl Calling, not by His own: Nature. 
v5 . /eſo 3. Underſtand (that by Zen, is; meant. the 
e, I tite Church, which are broker hearted pegple; under 
the ſenſe and-burden of their: fins, an thetefare copy 
1 Wl 6 themſclves to. he fidicleſs like a de/4late wilderneſs 
ot MN that brings fortlinothing that is good ,.and. the word 
x Bl f God is ta: comfort: them. and his work to make 
> 8 tem-(ralcfab oo i ryyrmiut et: ho) 
Yr Peaſe. 8: By Sotis that fo hath brought farth, unders, 
y Wl ſtand all the ways of Religjon afrex the wiſdom of 
jy Wl 1a; for by them man ſeeks for ſouks comfort ; but 
:- © when God diſcovers the hypocrifie of mans heart; 
is WI then theres nothing c#6- comfort him bur the free 
= Graceof God. EE A Rd 
[a Verſt 9. By Famine, underſtand hunger for the 
- WI word of truth, when all Teachers are found falſe an 
, m— z. and by the . Sword, underſtand the Wor 
; I of God, which is the Sword of the Spirit ;: for thefe. 
I bg ke! wal ſee the defulanite and deſleagtion of 
e I is Soul under Satan-and Sin, ruling. and raging in 
bis heart and affeftions.. ', , £0 
| Vaſe 22,, 23." Underſtand by the Lords ſpoyling 
'.6n that ſpoyl his Charch, Ou he will deſtroy In 
i an 


Dibieitit Sejts fittkinh. = 45h. 


&, is not meant {Abrahiis and Sore): 45 its ip the- | 


Math a Es. oe eee te Ae eee 
. 


have from fallen Azam; | whereby every onC is con-; 


is MN 2ad partaker of a divine-Nature, he cantpt. enter; 


466. + -"Ant Expoſition bf thei-:* 


and Hypocriſte,, *for 'thoſe-ate they that. ſpoil the 
Soul ,' and the word of Truth deſtroys them, and 
when they are deſtroyed;' then the Soul abounds in 
fruirs of righteouſheſs, and this is not underſtood of 
deſtructioni of .other Nations that were enemies to 
Jſrail;, for fuch temporal deliverances: work not 
Truth in the heart, but: moſt commonly-fill-them 
with pride to boaſt of their ſword, and power, and 
policy in war, or at leaſt -of the goodneſs 'of. their 
Cauſe. «4.4 
© Chap. 52. V/2#ſe 1. By Ariſe,underſtand the ſame as 
Look, up urito-me, and be ye ſaved; which is, ceaſe to 
Jook at thy ſelf, thy own ways; wiſdom, orhholineſ, 
(which alfo is:meant by ſhake thy ſelf from the duſt; 15- 
Paul calls'it- Dx»g) and: look up to: me. for all : By 
Put on thy ſtreigth, underſtand, believe' inthe Lord 
Jeſus, for he is the Power. of 'God unto ſalvation; Bj 
Put ox the Garments - Beauty, ' underſtand the righte- 
cuſneſs of Jeſus z for that is beautiful inthe ſight of 
Gcd ; for in him alone he is well pleaſed. . By unar- 
cumciſed, underſtand anregenerate ; for they are not 
circumiſed in heart, therefore they are unclean it 
theſtght of God. | £3 | 
Perſe 2. By' Sit down, underſtand Stand ſtediaſt 
in the Faith : By /osſe the bands of thy neck , underſtand 
hcarken not to the teaching of men, which teach ti 
word of God as Precepts and Leffons of righteouſ- 
neſs; forthat binds man in ignorance of the grace of 
God, which only deſtroys all luft , and bripgs forth 
all righteouſneſs. - | | 047 
' Verſe 3. By fold for nought , underſtand that this 
teaching of external holineis to: which man is lo ea- 
fily captivated, is nought, and brings forth nought 
bur Hypocriſte. By redeemed without money, underſtand 


by free Grace z for all mans wiſdom and righteon! 
| gels 


Difticult:Terts in.1fiah. 46; 
peſ3 which he hopes -to pleaſe God with, and by ir 
tobe ſaved, ſhall.availt him nothing ; for Jeſus ſhall 


0 WF quicken him when he is dead in fin, and-work all his - 
of W yorks in him. +. 
(0 Verſe 4- By Egypt, where Iſrael were captives, is fis 


gured mans captivity torSin : By Aſhwy that was ſirong 
in miltitnde of men, 18 figured carnalReligion, which 
isftrong in humane-wiſdom, and reaſons, and ſeem- 
ing holineſs. | | | 
Verſe 5. By they that. rule over 'them, cauſe thews to 
bpl, underſtand:the ſame as their Teachers cauſ* them 
teerr, By my Name continually is blaſphemed, under- 
ſtand, becauſe every form. of Religion is caught in 
_ nice of God, and his word made the- Author 

OL Its | Toth þ | 
Th | NT 

. Herſe6. My people ſhall know my Name ,” undet- 
by kad, al Fc ing that which is of God, 
o and:that which is of man. 2 Se 
þ Verfe 5. Sets forth;the preat juy that the Converts 
"  farcinthe Miniſters of the Truth of the Goſpel. 

Verſe 8. Holds forth the great:joy they have one 

nanother through the work of Gad upon their ſouls; 
51 Verſe 9. By deſolate places, underſtand always bro- 
f kenand contrite hearts. / 217" 
"ll /*/e 10. Underſtand not only Converſion of Gen- 
; tiles, but alſo that God makes everyone to know 
vi fimſelf to be. as a heathen, before he convert him. 
il Verſe 11. Underſtand the ſame as Go cur of Baby- 
WY, which. is interpreted the City of confuſion ; 
which is out of hypocriſie, orevery form of Religion. 
Bj Veſſels of the Lord, underitand new: hearts;'and 
lat right ſpirit which God gives'to his Converts. 


gi _ Verſe 12. Underſtand that the Conyerſion of man 
0 ; 15Nat by the wit and: will of man, which is haſty and 


'Niolent, but by the grace of God , which draws by 
TM 1:2 bonds 


1453 An Expoſition sf the 


widow ,, or a young wife forſaken and affhfted in 


waters of Shilo, that owly, and rejoyee nithi'Ni; 
lus, that ſeven-hraded Lo &/ rene (1.08 * 
Varſe 13. Speaks concerning the exaltatioin of Jo6 
Cys in the heart-of man by Faith. ' - -4\T0 
Verſe 14. Shews how all Believers, thongh Kings, 
ſhall believe and admire, that by his ſufferings wheres 
n he was judged moſt wicked, and ſeemed moſt mi- 
ſerable of all men, he overcame Hell, Death and the 
Devil, ard redeemed all that believe in him, fron 


Cutſe rh ver hich and from Satan, Sin, Hell 


bonds of Love, hte is meant, by Sir aoWin'by the 


and Deafh, over which he triumphed gloriouſly 
that his great humiliation. 

Chap. 53. This is fo plain a teſtimony of Chriſt 
ard his ſufferinps,. and our redemption by him, with 
ont Types and Figures, that Expounders of the Seri. 
pture cannot but..ecxpound it CE him, be- 
cauſe it agrees ſo fully with the Goſpel z burthey 
expound it bur' after the Letter, becauſe they have 
no knowledge of Chriſt, but after the Fleſh; but 
{ as Paul faith) Iſaiah ſpoke of him whien he ſaw his 
Glory ,, which is, when he had experience of bis 
gracious work upon his Sou] ; 2s Fobn the Divine 
alſo calls his Experience, that which our eyes have ſitn, 
and our hands hauc handled: of the word of Life) al- 
though Paul faith, that this is 4 Myſtery, and ſucha 
neither Eye bath ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath emredit- 
#0 the heart of wan 19 conceive : and Fohn alſo faith, 
if 15.4 new Name which 10 man 6an read but beth 
hath ir. The Lord in mercy open it unto the hearts 
of the Readers. | LET 

Chap. 54. Here the Prophet comforts the Churct 
under the Figure of a barren woman, and deſolate 


ſpirit; becauſe thas in ways and works of humane 
| — 7 Religion, 


EES a 2x FT > 


= 
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Kdigion , man ſeems to be married to the Lord, 
and to bring forth fruits abundantly, as ; as multi: 
plied Sacrifices, and all obſervations and traditions, 
awall ages , in all Nations , never ceaſe inventing 
gx and more ſeemingly holy forms of Religion ; 
bur when God exalts his Law upon the Sonl, and 
diſcovers all his unrighteouſneſs, even of mans ho- 
5 things, then mans heart is found barren, void of 
all goodneſs, and lies in great diſtreſs, ynto fuch 

ks the Prophet: and to dire ſuch ro obey, or 
believe, or repent, or any thing whatſoever to at- 
tain ſelvation by, were to make their hearts ſad ;, or 
gthe: Prophet calls it; to break the braiſed reed, or 
quench the ſrmoaking flax, which- Jeſus: will not do ; 
dut hecalls them ro ſinging and exceeding joy; for 


now ſhe- ſhall have many Children from the Lord 3 


to wit, ſhall bring forth abundant fruits of rizhre- 
raſhels, by faith in Chriſt, and then- he declares the 

t Mercies, Comforts, Glories and glorious 
Gliverances which ſhall be upon the Church through 
Chriſt, all which/ are to be. underſto5d of ſpiritual 


| qr Deliverances of the Soul from Satan ond 
, in; and ſpiritual eſtate and enjoyments in Chrift , 


ol in the _ the word mr aa . = 
that will. live gedlyin Chriſt, moſt ſofſer affiiftian 3 
therefore we. that keen nd Ne cho temPO®» 
ralenjoyments, as of a Church triumphant, or the 
willenary Reign of Chriſt with bis Saints, or of the 
os returning, &e. have. erred , and are deceived; 
rtheir fooliſtheart is hardned from the knowledge 
of'the Truth. We 
' Chap. 55- Here the Prophet calls to the fons of 
men'to receive'the free Grace of God, and not to 
ſeek to. ſatisfie their Souls with their zealous, car« 
tal:-forms of Religion , in the three firſt Verſes. 
: Ii 3 _ Then 


479 _.' ' An Cxpolition of the 
T hen he teſtifies of Jeſus and his Grace, ani:calk 
all to ſeek the Lord by faith in him; for in himhej 
near, and in him will he be tourd. | » gia 
Verſe 7. By man forſaking his ewn ways and $magi: 
nat:ons, 15 meant of ways ct. Religion, and imaging: 
ry holineſs, conſiſting in works of zeal, and great 
devotion, as may. be well undeiftood by his promiſes 
of Mercy and Forgiveneſs; for they are not obtain- 
ed by Works,..but'given freely by Grace, © > | 
Verſe 8 & g. Here by mans thoughts, is meanthi 
moit 1eligious intentions to- pleaſe Gcd- with: his 
working , repenting,, believing, :praying,: and the 
like: By Gods Thoughts, is meant -his eternal pur- 
pole of Love and Mercy to rebellious Sinners: (whaly 
Works, Repentance, Faith, Prayers , and all) are 
abominable in:the ſight of God; for he will fave 
them by free Grace in Chriſt. :.:; Ji 01 
. In the reſt. of the Chapter he ſhews the efficacy 
of his Word, even the fruitfulneſs of free Grade 
upon all to whom he ſends. it, in :Chriſt, by.way'of 
compariſon, and then by. types; by Mountains, ;atid 
Hills, and Trees of the field, figuring the hardneſs | 
and highneſs of the thoughts of men ſubjected, and 
filled with joy-in. Chriſt ; and by the Fir tree and the 
Ayrrhe-tree, grewing- inflead of Tborns and Nettles 
figuring all fruits of the Spirit, as Loye, Joy, Peact; 
Cc. abounding, in, their hearts,- which before-were 
Kul o Hatred, Hypocriſie, Luſt, and all. Ungod 
INCIS. 20d 4 Is | £02. 7.469) 
. Chap. 56. Verſe 1. By k:ep Judgment, underſtand 


judge rightly betwixt that which is of God, and that 


which is of man.; - By do Juſtice, underſtand , Ho- 


' noux that whichis of Ged, and-caſt out that which 


;s of man (though it ſeem never: ſo "holy ).tread 
it under foot as Dung, as Pex{did;; for thus:muh 


, 


Difficult Cextsin Ifaizh. 471 


hedone,, when the righteouſneſs” and 'alyation of 
God is revealed, as.it was, with Paul. 
_ Verſe 2. 'By the Sabbath keeping wnpdlurd 2 es. 
4% W feand, ſtahdi p ſtedfaſt jn Faith; * 44d addity nothing 
nee By 10 it on any righteous work or help 'T6 Tyation;; 
"tl forbelievin is Keeping the'Sabbath ; fy is fully and 
ſex plinly'dec If Heb.' 4. and Belicyers only keep 
"=" fel hands from doing any evil'; for 'they-ate keys 

r Faith* throurhthe p gs God: fo ſaldarion.* " - 

be ' Verſe 5.' By the Go, of OY underſfind man 
hi in his vaturat condition'; forthe 1i9es w one. God' m 
the BN he worid, a ſtranger to the! Crenant'ef Gract as Paxl 
ur: Wl faith. And by joyned to the Lord , underftand, him 
ok vpon whom the Lord hath fo handed{fiis aw, that 
ue Wy he lies under the ſence an burdef'of” his" Sihs, and 
'% I hungers after righteouſneſs: 2 | 

1 arſe 4- By Ennuch,” ungerſtand the fame; and by 
Keeh my Subbathi, underſtand, belicyerh),* as difore; 
By chufirg ; thin# thay dies, xſerh me, —onderita nd, 
truſts notin afy” ri hegon(nels. chat he Gt perform 
by obeying the Law ;%&r 3ny f Wore '6© God ,, bur 
chuſethr the xi reonſiels of God,” whic bo 'Þy! faith 

i Jeſus”; ;'for'm hith alone Go; welt pleaſed, and 

that is 'the ; onthe 'of Go, he anna, takin "g 
hold: of his- Covenant ;*for to believe forgivenel 
of fins Df ey 1s the Cgvetiant of 'Srace: 


"8 Yoſer: oly Mounttin” NIN ifica- 
, tion by Faith! at tion bf the iſs 
| of Conſcience.” 'By. Houſe of rs iderſtand 
ſubjeCtion to the will of God 77 for the: Bo iever re- © 

' IN jojceth thar Gad reigns, a0 prays fo torbing but - 
n ſubmiſſion to the will of 'God. © B "Burnt Offer- 

= £877 $:erifices;; 'underſtan , offer ng, up 1 them- 
ſelves, Body, ou and Spiri unto the Lord, which 

his acceptable ſervice, dig tp aith, ''By _— , 
unagctte 
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underftand;the Low: Jeſus ; for in him.areal] thing 


accepted. 


7; y Sc end lrael under nd 
{hat i T7 Ln their ade ri phe Send th zh 
Arg men Cattered from God and 


Ny.Opynjons2n 
#hat are-to bg. gat 


an few ts,which.in /{r4e/\were call 


rE.1S no 


Verſe 9, RY call 


«there, ynderſt HR By 


differep Oey cen 2D nd 


| Files: foras they dp wo Tdols, Þ thele 


$ to devour, undergay 


Fher their Gold or chaie = ly «ed 


Jadgmeuts of. Gi 


{t Sin, that every, 


Peng Vis ES: AS. by Lion Fa dela rug 


vas ) 


Idid.)... 
WE 30 LI. "Here all Teachers, 
Pao SF del _ Nb Plrd, been 


| ajte. + 
Rae Fa 


XT ites t; 


STE Ang Sul_E 
6. world: tog 


byes yo 


hey, lien, bye 
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Pilficult Eexts fit IfGiah, 273 
leſedneſs of the —_— in Gcyarticig ont, this 
life, and for ever. 

Verſe:3.. By Witphes Childres, &c. aoddrfiand falſe 
Teachers and their Hearers, as by;wrham_ Pail teld 
the Galatians that they were bewitched ,and i in whom 
is vritten , that « Spirir of Whoredom tin themudſt 


_— - 
LE A 


di. MM... 


SE 


— 


eu WW of chew; for they goa whoring from their God after 
hal WI their own conceited wiſdom atid cightqonſels hinge 
0 MY chatcannot: profit them. 


2 


Peaſe 4 He intimates that all their Doctrinesis A 
karming of God and: his Word, and his Schvagts 
telive in his fear. ©. | 

Veſs.5: By cflend with Janls . underſtand; their 
minds lifcedl up with: a: bigh conceia.of the goodneſs. 
of theie way. Ay .cozy green: Tree, underftand a fair 
atergal fhew of, Heolinels ; By Sairificing: Childinern 
prnbys utider the reps of the \rachr, nndertand , 

jog. the fawls; of es heaters 60: believeithat 
ho i be en as Valles, and have a ftroag 
defence by their Holineſs, . as. Rocks... my 

:Forſe:6;: By: foparth foxes, underſtand. a 
Dodtrine , tharaan may. attain 'bo Glvatiqgn:by Tus | 
wi 7ays; this! is:the: groundrrof ali his 8 
cifices, koavit,; of all lis praying; aud win 
krerhedothimany of Religion; he: doth 
ſe he delights.rn the Law af>God, nonſpeaks 
uſe he helievesip Jeſus; but al co beavtifie him. 


Kf.to ater + Loves hay the hagk {aith, Willd i 


| ak 22905: 

210 Hey, 1 nad? Bed _ __y 
ſain; to Fitted fe jp n ermrybh wn: 
nehteop ſhes, which hauactobnwdſt ſo- high;” that 
tvmeſtremed(rhy-{el5 &: Chile of God, touching 
the righteouſneſs” s his Law, blameleſs; ;: this nm 
Mountain indeed; and in this conceit thou ſer- 


K God, 'L rſs 
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&75 - AttExpolitron of: the 
Varſe 3. Behind. the doors alſo and poſts thay haſt ſe 
up thy remembrance, to wit, Thou- haſt kept thyſn 
under the ſhew: of Religion) which thou haſt-myde 
to ſhine. in the ſight. of menz-there:haſt*houemyyy 
thy Bed, to. wit; thou haſt 'endeavonred by a large 
ſhew of Holineſs,. toi get the; praifes: ofi men'y an 
therein haſt thonrefted, as in:a»>Bed;; this haftthwy 
| loved and ſought in all things: 2152: rro ork 
Verſe 10. Thou weariedſt thy elf 4x 'thy' manifali 
Journeys, yet thon ſataft not, there'is no hope 5 thouhuf 
: found hfe by thy.hend, &citoiwit ,Dhou haſt pore 
from one form of Religion to another';' yet: hen 
- thou'waſt weary of:one., becauſe-itranſwered nat 
- thy hope, ., thon wouldſt not” ſay there was no hot 
- for thy fſalvation'in any thing tharthourconkid 
that thou. mjxhteſt- turn to: G6d,'and-iconfels 
ſelf an unproficable Servant; bat'thou-(haſt»hoped 
:to:have Life by :thy:new-way.;7 therefore: thowimlt 
..notiprieved habe failed{tin'the former {5 - 
Verſe 111. Byticd'o% me, underftifid, Thou deli- 
"eaſt, and ſaidſt'to-0thers;" that t required thoſe thin 
of thee, and of all people, and trave laid thei 
Burden upon'[thiem:that' they! muſt: perfornyy "6 
haſt. not remembred' the freeneſs'of my 'Grace bl 
| Love, nor haſt ſet thy-wmind wpomir; that whife- 
ever my people do, they doitwithai chearfol whit 
as a free-will offering, :and Tejoyrein it.” 55% 
By 7 held my pate; underſtand>,} t:did not; ev 
my Law in thy heart to diſcover all: thy ſins; 
bring thee under-the Curſe , therefore thou feared, 
TRE RAG in AR S197 UORT. 347 ©1008 
- Verſe 12. I wilt declare thy viehreouſneſs ,"&&(itd 
rand that all thy:obedience of: my:Laws is carnal's 
tnou art, af4 coun T-23 1 - 2195 f3.247-0 
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covetouſneſs, .1: 4! - SN: On ZEND 20 26-0957 
i. Wl Vof. 13; 1p.- Fourthly,.' Of: the Mintry: of the 
Loy RM Golpel; ci) ft ono 5579 T6000 oo ng 03 | 
6: And Laſtly, Of the ſtate: of tho wicked. in this 
*d WY Life, and;for:ever. {> i vol ht n0tiedt 4 0 
nd BY 6: Chap: 15 8. Fhe firſt Verſe 15a ' Command of Gad 
oo. WI tothe Prophets,: and to altMiniſters, to; reprdve the 
6d, WI Hypoctifie: of Profeſſors! -4n .the fouronext,;:is Hy» 
= Wpocrifie Ueſeribed : In the xeft is declared rue Chris 
ia MN ſanity, confitingiin Faſting; and : Sabbatb-keeping; 
ind WY fOr by Fatting'is. figured-zhe-breakipg of mans heart 
df I Poder the, ſence of all: his::Sin and -Hypocrifie, by 
4: WW he Law j and from Selfalove , tothe pity of the 
ito I} Poor ;- And: by :Sabbath-keeping,,. is always-figured 
is ſedfaſt Faith in Chriſt, whereby man is wholly: turn- 


from al} his -own Delights, Ways, Will: Word 
ind Works, and ſubmitted to the Will and vu 


476 -'An' Expotition of the: 

of God in all things; by the Min of 
ſpel or eee roar So we oy 3 
. n the. feco e,- by » 

ſtand Hypoctifie, 'to wit: . bhat all by Inquak 

_=_ 1s.gothing hut wicked: hypocrifie', when 
_ foundatzon:is nptilaid in regenctation;- that"worka 
God'imChrift whereby: the: Soul of 'man: is fan 
ed; che:flaſh' coucified,, andthe mind:wh 
to the will of: Gad;- and-witbout-which frove 
can do in the ſtriteſf'way of Religion, / availz 2 
thing 3'fos' his heart-:is toned from God; bus ear 
wawado i16imwill not nate Truth of. God it hat 
diſcovers mans COTA Nature, but receives 
tics of: Satah,> that ſtill:pergradeshim, on 


dow 5 be ali be ike Gate ſo fa his 'hands: are full. of 
Blood, and all his members ſeryans! of Satan | 
Sirs; . otfwar: 'there is: ho;tri)e) Judgmenit,. fo ib, K 


diceriingjcbetween that which :is af 'God;-an 
Rm is of man; no Juſtice, to wit, ab aaa 
of the Sits ab@Sjuntry/the.Law' is oye 
a Rule to walk by ; ſo that every one in his torn! 
Religiobgloriesthat he vbtys: che Law and World of 
God better than they of other forms?;'yea meſ 
e they outſtrip-their'/own Colnpigionsy) a 
Pad did; -orat leaft are litite 6chind.the heft';, tet 
is no Eight-g0: wit,no-knowledge of chetruoGod:all 
his free: Grace; all ard in darkneſs, to'wit,Igaormmn 
of themaysof "Life; inrchotipotig aroſe 
for- hy (tm Pocrites- are-.ever'icovetous ,- greedy 
prey; and therev:mourni her of Doves , = 
haveloſt their Mate; there's © but like awild 
deſart'-or/harven wilkdegneſi in — epharyy 
them ; yet ſ@ they rage-iw/ their: wickodnels, that 
Mk: man is the Object of their Hagred and ON 


+h Feb 


2 > o- .o+ GC =: ws. 
= ESS2KSSENSE -— ag = —_— as 


=. 
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riſe 16; The Prophet heving this complained 
and raged Þ in the carth, here 


for ever. 
. (hap. 60. 


th 


478 An. Erpoſitioni of: the- : 

not only. the Converſion of other Nations, þut the 
converting of Hypocites: and '[dolaters_ from 4 
their falſe Forſhips , '\wherein ſome \reign'es Kinw 
( 2s Pax ſaid ) ſome flock: together-in7ereat-mul, 
titudes,. worſhipping in humane: wiſdom, as Gang 
liel teſtified ; for all bigh rhings ſhalkibe abaſed; and 
all wiſdom confounded in the day of thLord.: 
brivging in their Riches, and Cattel, Gold,and:[ncinſe, 


&c. underſtand whateyer delighted them; okihe 
gloried in, or luſted after;. ſhould all be fabjaQ 
that mans; heart ſhould be wholly given: up. t6 Gd, 
that he may. poſſeſs theſe things as. not poſkeflines;M 
and uſe the world, and not abule it. 4:41 
Perſe 11. By #he Gates of Jeruſalem-bei 09m 
night and day, underſtand the freenets of the Mercy 
of God always, .and-to all perſons: that:are hum- 
bled by his Power. Kings cannot enter in but that 
Verſe 12. The Nation. and Kingdom that. will mt 
ſerve thee ,' ſhall periſh; underſtand how greatly al 
Conyerts do honour the people of God ;; fo that 
they which do not honour-them , are hypocrites, and 
thereforeaccurſed, £ 4 
Verſe 13: By the Glory of. Lebanon, and the Trits 
thereof, underſtand that Gods: free Grace: ſhall bring 
unto his people all Strength, Glory, Beauty and 
Fruitfulneſs, 1-4 
Verſe 14. This ſhews that many Perſecutorsoſ the 
Church ſhall become Preachers of the Ward whick 
they hated, : 5N 
Verſe 15. This ſhews that every true Convert is 
brought from a moſt deſperate loſt condition, to 2 
moſt glorious and comfortable eſtate. - 

Verſe 16. By ſucking the . milk, of the Gentiles," and 
Breaſts of Kings, underſtand , that when ſuch jo 
| 01s 


ee OOO _ 


Pifficuit-Tertstri Iſanh. 479; 
ns/are converted ,: all their Heart; Soul; Might 
wy Sereogrl is- drawnt-out to the'Love of God, and/ 
Fac: BE 97 13 2.4%, 
DO nſeat This: alf6: ſhews the- great change of- 
Comdats,; as.the. fifteenth Verſe ; {o' that Conver- 
2M fon is not an increaſing of our Righteouſneſs, Zeal, : 
Wo aid Devotion, but. it is.a- total caſting out of all that . 
necſtcem'd before,: as Loſs and Dung: + 
/aſe18. Thisdhews that. Converts do know and 
xinowledge that thei former Religion was a vio- 
lent thing , there: was :no free willingneſs: to it, it 
m2s.4; heavy Taxi, :and :a Burden ;'and therefore 
brought Deſolation z. but-now the Soul praiſes God 
wich Joy for his-ſtrong Salvation... 
Per. 19, 20. Theſe:ifhew. that Believers rejoyce 
not in the enjoyment of ariy Gifts, Qualities, Crea-»: 
that MW tures, Ordinances, or any thing whatſoever ; for 
M4 theſe are: but: Types or: Figures for the time of 
' me MI finthat is to:come, and now he is come, and their 
7 af M6) is full, and all theſe things: are fulfilled in him, 
that MW ic is. the living ,word 'of God; in him is the Law 
2nd of the Spirit of Life 5. in him they are circumci- 
Wd, baptized-.and nouriſhed, as with Bread and 
Te: MY Wine; all old things'are- done away, all things are 
ring I bccome new and true in him. 
and MY. Verſe 20. By poſſeſſing the Land: for ever, under- 
Wand, it cannot be meant of the Land of Canazrn, 
the W {or that is not an-everlaſting Land ; bur ir is. the 
ick I Praiſe 'of God for their ſalvation, for that they en- 
terto in this life, aſſoonas they are converted, and 
is MY falllive in it. for ever. + 4.63 20r- 
a | /erſe22. By this frength of Believers, \underſtand 
tieir ſtrength by Chriſt againſt Satan, Sin and Luſt, 
nd I *"d by # litrle one, and 4 ſmall one, underſtand, leſſer 
ud weaker man is in himſelf, more is Jeſus, the 
ſtrength 


Oo EE ren it Ret 44 5 wer Tn. 4 A AU CEA an GO an ode 1 en, he Ee Gs a. . *s _ . 
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— ” i” - __ _ _ "I "4 4 - all When —ormns nee gs am on - paſa 


ſtrength of Gad:; manifeſted in him, -to give hin 
Victory over-alt the'Enemios of his Souls p = 
Chap. 61. This is a plain Teſtimony: of Ori 
atd his glorions work in the Redempcion; Sandi 
cation , Salvation , and Conſolation of our: Souls; 
in wor yp ” , R _ 
Verſe 4- oli waſte places, and forme# Defelai- 
os,” underſtand all t = that 'pertain he = 
vation and Saadtification of the Soul, as the ae 
fear of God', and: love to God and man, even to 
Enemies, and ftedfaſt Faith in Chriſt, and all the 
works or friitsof the Spirit , as Love, Joy; Pexcs 
of Conſcierice, Temperance; Chaſtity, Contented- 
neſs with our. Eſtates , true fubjeftion to all Supe- 
riors: - Theſe things are either wholly. negletted 
or: but Gightly taught 6# obſerved, till man be rege- 
nerated in Chriſt; and the Spirit given to mortiie 
all-the deedsof the Fleſhly mind , and to guide us 
in the'ways of God; yea many are the Profeſſions 
of Religion wherein is neither true ſubjetion td 
Superiors, nor true Love to men, except themoal 
_ Own _ "_ i$ here figured "—_ 
things ly: olate t wary gerntratims; but 
the Dodrige Y free Grace all theſe things are rail 
ed up, and as it were, builded: in the heart of man; 
for heis voitof Grace in whom theſe things are not, 
and abound. | : | 
Verſe. 5. By Strangers feeding -6ur Shtep, and jlow- 
5ng our Ground , underſtand', that we ſhall follow 
our Callings, not in Covetouſheſs, to increaſe: our 
Eſtates, or to ſatisfie our Luſts, but in the feat of 
God and ſubmiſſion to his will for giving vs I!- 
creaſe or not, .and contentedneſs in adverſity , and 
fuffering Loſſes, Croſſes , Troubles; and Afﬀictions, 


 &s welfag in proſperity, and in proſperity to __ 
"= ® 


Difffeult Texts ti6Ifamh. "A81 
2d pray that our heatts be nor lifred up above 0- 
thers, or withdrawn from the fear of Gcd, and 
Love of his poor affli ?ed Saffits; which thing have 
teen ſtrangers to but hearts and'minds in the Cays of 
our Ignoratice. He rs | 

Yerſe6. This ſers forth the great honour and: ad- 
fication which new Converfs have of true Beliey- 


RR $5 : 
Virſe g. This expteſſes Gods. Mercy to :Believers'; 
(bat thoſe Mercies are always to be underſtood of 
ſpiritual Bleſſings. ) 


Perſe8. By Robbiry for burnt Offering, underſtand 


{Profeſſion of Religion with a Tovetous mind; for 
ſich a one often giveth gifrs ro Churches, or Mini- 
fters, or poor, for a ſhew of Godlineſs, when he hath 
wreſted and wrung it out of all men he had to deal 

with, by cunning covetous practices. Ss 
Ferfeg. Underſtand that the People of God are 


oy not known by Gentiles, nor any tiff they be converted 
. off *'iefore by ſeeing them, is meant ſeeing their rrue 
fe Faith and Fear of God, which none can ſee but they 


that are converted from wortdly mindedneſs into the 
oi; ame faith and fear; and therefore our Saviour faith 
by the Prophet, 7 and the Children whom thou haſt 
wot, ge me, are aſtrange thing to both the Houſes of Iſ> 
't. L +4 
no: The Cloſe isthe' Churches rejoycing in Gods Mer- 
cles, ”—: | 
our C449. 62. Here is the Prophets zeal, and the zeal 
, off © a! true Miniſters, to dethare the riches of the 
in. | {Grace of God, for the comfort of all trhe Be- 
and I} i'vers, although it is ſth a Myſtery that otherscan- 
ns, ft receive ir, but count ir Herefie ,. and hare, and 
Ferſecute them for it. By Salvarion being 43 a burning 
4p, underftand, the: free Grace of Godin the. 
K k hearts 


\af2 An Expoſition of the - 
hearts of his people ; .for it burns with a perfe( ye4l 
againſt all the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of man: 
which cauſed St. Paw! to account his own loſ and 
dung, and to wiſh that the falſe Apoſtles which 
troubled the Church with it, were cur cff. | 
Verſe 2. The Prophet faith, that the Churchſhal 
be called by A rvew Name, which the month of the Lord 
ſhall name. The Divine faith, that ir ſhall be wrize 
in a white ſtone, and no:man can read it but he that hath 
#; ard this Nzme is that which Fcremy teſtifies in 
the new Covenant, wheretn the Lord faith, 1 with 
their God, and they ſhall be my People ;, 1 will be thi 
Father, and they ſhall be my Sons and Daughters. This 
is the Name that God teſtifies to the . Soul, Thouart 
5z1e; none knows this but he that hears it; and 
this is that which David hearkned for ; 1 will hut 
what the Lord will ſay unto my Soul, when be ſpicy 
peace to bis people : and therefore he ſaid, Bleſſed art 
they whom the Lord chuſeth* to take thm for his own, 
Verſe 5. Underſtand by Sons , the fruits of the 
Spirit, or works of Grace; for they are fixed in 
the heart of a Believer, asa young mans affectiony 
in-the heart of his Lover. _ | 
Verſe 6. By Watchmen , underſtand the free Love 
and Mercy of God, wherein he watchies oyer his pe0- 
ple for good, as in his Judgments and Wrath he 
watches over the wicked to deſtroy, yet not them, 
but their Hypocriſie. | : | 
V 8.By Give thy Corn to be meat for thy Enemies, Uſ- 
derſtand, Thou ſhalt not profeſs Religion to pleaſe 
men, which contents Satan and thy carnal mind, 
thoſe great Enemies of thy Soul ; but thy exercile of 
Religion ſhall be” to receive the Lord Jeſus, the truc 
Bread, and to feed on! him to eternal Life, 4nd to 
Erink of that Water of Life, which ſhall be 1n _ 


Dificult Texts in Iſaiah. 483 
z fountain flowing to everlaſting life, even to receive 
the. Spirit. UI NINA I (4 : % , | : : | * %; * K- 
Perſe 9. By. Courts of Gods Sanftusry, vhderſtand 
Faith 1n. Jeſus, . this is Gods holy place, and: the Be- 
liever.receives the, Spirit, not by the works of the 
Law, but. by hearing. of Faith. 
Vaſe1o.,, This feltifies to 7ebn Baptiſt, the'prepa- 
rerof the way, thar Preacher of Repenratce,where: 
by ſons ate gathered our , 26d tlie Standkrd is et 
up, to wit, a Teſtimony whereby all ſhall knoiy that 
MCAS... oor ins 
The Cloſe, is. this Teſtimony of Jeſus and his peo- 
"hes 63.: Here by Queſtion and Anſwer, the Pro- 
wh ceclareg-unto us the Lord Jeſus and his Mighty 
edetmption and Salvation ; wherein, by Edom, the 
Land of E/2#, and Bozrah, one of his chief Cities; 
underſtand all Wiſdom and Religion which is after 
the, leſh; which is always figured by the eJder Bro 
ws becauſe. that. which is after the fleſh, is always 
efore that which is after the;Spirit; for Luſt, Pride 
"Ws &c- are before true Love and uprightneſs to 
Gad and man, and carnal and formal Religion is al- 
nas before: the Regeneration, arid the free Grace 
of God which reaches to deny ungodlineſs andever 
moridly Luſt, and, eftabliſheth Faith , Hope, an 
Charity in the. -heart of man; and Jeſts when! he 
comes, deſtroys all that's after the Fleſh; there- 


lore. he\is faid..to. come from Edom and Bozra, witli 


9 © 


garments red, or died in blood. for he hath crucified 
whe Fleſh ,- he bath zrodex rh; wine-preſs of his. Fathe!'s 
#rath alone ; and becauſe amongſt all forms of Reli- 
gon he found them all wiſe, anfJknowing, and talk- 
18g, as with thetqngue of an Angel, . bur: none cru- 
tying the Fleſh, 'and: appeaſing the wrath of God 

| Kk 2 | againſt 
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brovght fo faithfully to confeſs their ſins, they are 


them to remember all the mercies of God tous peo 
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againſt Siti and Hypotrifie ; therefore he is faidty 
tread them underfoot in wrath and fury, and tix 
day of vengeance to bein his heart, and becauſe the 
deſtruCtion of ſin is for the falvation'of the ſinner: 
therefore he ſaith, The year of my redtemed is comp.” 
| Verſe6. By Gods wrath and indignation , alwiyy 
vaderſtand the execution of the Law to ſuch a dif. 
covery of Sin, that man is brought to ſee himſelf x3 
void of any ſtrength to do good, as the drunken inan 
to go on the way. :-- | 

Verſe 8. Underſtand that thoſe whom he hath 


his People, and he will fave them. a 
Verſe g. By Angel of hu preſence , underftand the 
Lord AM . —_ Shy the Lk aMicts, ſo by him 
he ſaves and comforts. | | 
Veyſe 10. Underſtand a time of defertion, when 
God isnot preſent with them, then. are they over- 
come by temptations of Satan, luſts'of the Fleſh, aid 
vanities of the world, thoſe enemies of their oy 
health, which withdraw them from God, and leat 
them into Rebellion; for when God gives them int9 
the hands of men that are their enemies, it 1$t0 
bring. them to know their weakneſs, andthe wantof 
Kis help to ſeek to him again. | OO 
Verſe 11. By he remembred, underſtand, he made 


ple, and to pray unto him, and to cleave unto hin 
alone, and not to glory, that ibey were the Chilarenif 
Erael, the poſterity of Abraham. | 


Verſe 1-7. Why haſt thou made m to. erre ? &e. Ut 


derftand, why haſt. thou withdrawn the Light of tl 
countenance from us? whereby alone weare preſet- 
ved from erring from thy ways, therefore they P18 
hint to retera. Faſt 


| 
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Yerſe 18, 19. This ſhews the weakneſs of Beliey- 
ers, that ſtand not ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and thereby 
poſſeſs peace but a' little while ; and when Chrillt is 
not with them, then Sin enters, and they areas if 
he had no Rule over them ; which is that whick our 


Gviour faith, yer # /irtle while ] am with your, and 


2pzin, 4 litrle while and ye ſhall ſcek me, and cannot 
fnd me, and whore 1 am , thther ye cannot come ;, ard 
22ain, 4 little while and I will ſee you again. 

Chap. 64. Verſe 1. The believing Soul that hath 
known that the execution of Gods Law to the 
diſcovery of ſin upon the Soul, is the work of 
God, to bring every Soul to ſeek after God, 
and to be humbled under the fence and burden 
of their fins, prays to God that he would ſhew. that 
bis power as mightily and terribly as upon Mount 
m4; and by melting the Mountains, underſtand 
ringing down the haughty imagination of every 
mans heart. | | 

Verſe 2, By Fire melting, underſtand the Law, as 
the Apoſtle calls it, the fiery Law; and by waters 
ling, underſtand the ſubduiog of iniquity, and by 
Gods Adverſaries, underſtand the unconverted ; for 
al ſuch are in enmity and hatred of Gad thraugh 
loye of the world. | | 

Verſe 3,4, Here the Church confeſfeth, that is a 
ſtrange way to-man, which no: power or. wiſdam of 
tan ever underſtood, | 70 


| Verſe 5. This ſhews that when man rejoyceth that 


God hath ſa diſcovered his fin, and thirſt after righte» 
guſnels, God. will meet hjm jn abundant Mercies; as. 
Gur Saviour ſhews inthe Parable of the Prodigal. 
Verſe 6, 7, 8, g. Here the Church confeſs their ſins, 
ad pray for Mercy, as the Rong did, 
| | 3 


In 


436 _. An Expoſition'of the. | 
. -In:;thereſt, by holy Citzes and Santtuary lying wy: 
«14 hurtet,.isa Typeof the prevailing of Satana 
Sin; to withdraw the heart of man , wherein God 
 ſhouid:dwell, and the Souls where all ſhould befacr- 
ficed to God, and the. affeftions, that: ſhould loye 
hini-above all things, and cleave.to -h:malone, even 
to lead. them captives to- Sin. and .Hypocriſie, and 
therefore they pray: that. he will ariſe that all'thei 
enemies might. he jcattered before them at his pre- 
ſence ;,:for while he is ah{ent, they areafflicted abou 
mMaſyre, 6 pe 7 ©: 79:0 
*," Chap: 65. Verſe 1.' This ſhews that the converſion 
of 'Sinners is b; Geds power alone , and that every 
unconverted Soul knows him not, -aind that the work 
of God is the manifeſtation of himſelf to man; which 
1s'plain'fiom this word,” ] /ard , behold me, &c. © 
Perſe 2. Here begins the deſcription of bypccrites 


Verſe 3. By Sacrificing in Gardens, ynderſtandwor 
ſhipping God 1n a!way that 1s pleaſing to the fleſhly 
wiſdom, [and makes a ereat ſhew of :fruitfulneſs, By 

| burning, s#ncenfe upon Kricks, underſtand truſting in 
\their.own works; for Bricks are made'by-man. © 

Ferſe 4. By remain .in the graves, and lodge in the 
aeſarts, underſtand, lie dead in fits, 'and barrensl 
all goodneſs; By-eat Swines fleſh; &c. underſtand, 

feed itheir. fouls within conceited: holineſs af their 
Religion, whilſt they themſelves! are unclean and 
pollured-; forall unclean birds and beaſts are a type 
. ur: figure of the unclean heart. affeftions and con- 
; ſcience:of* unbelievers, 'as clean birds'and beaſtsac 
a nanty of Ebrift j and: bis Word , and the Holy 
hoſt 7 21305 IR Bots Gti GD oethg? 
hs Verſe 5. By hurningyneenſe upon the. mountains, a1 
. farificing upon the bills, underſtand that their ming 
AUTISM EE 3 Siais.C Wk we 
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Difficult Texts in lfiah, 487 
were lifted up in pride to eſteem themſclves aboye 
that which 1s 'mect by their Religion. 

Verſe 8, 9. Here is ſhewed the gathering of the 
choſen people of God, how few and how rare they 
are. | 
Verſe 10. By Sharon and Achor, fruitful valleys for 
Cattel, is figured the Goſpel, whereby the Soul 1s 
zepleniſht with the fruits of the Spirit. 

Verſe 11. Here he proceeds to declare Hypocriſie ;, 
where, by holy Mountain, underſtand the free Grace 
of God : By multitude and number, underſtand luſts 
and fleſhly affeftions, which are the [dols of all mens 
hearts except the people of God, in whom they 2re 
mortified by the holy Ghoſt. _ 

Verſe 13. Here is holden forth the Mercies of God 
tohis people, and his Judgments upon Hypocrites, 
'whichare not to be underſtood of temporal things, 
but ſpiritual;for in this world they that are Chriſts,muſt 
ſufer affliftion,” and have tribulation , that they may be 
perfeCted by ſufferings, as he was ; but the wicked flowr 
th like a green Bay-tree. FE | | 

Verſe 16. By Bleſſing, underſtand comfort, or fix 
his heart and hope; and by Smearzng,underſtand con- 
irming his mind, that he will not change, as that 
ach is confirmed by oath of witneſſes , muſt not 
te changed. | "= 

Verſe 17, By all theſe Bleſſings, underſtand the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel, the Doctrine of free Grace, 
the Life of Faith, the Fruits of the Spirit, the works 
of Charity , the Patience of Sajnts , which are ag 
dew Heavens, :new $0n, new Moon, new Stars ſhi- 
oy "0s gloriouſly upon the Saints, our Lord Jeſus, and 

ns Saints Believers ſuffering with patience all ſcorn- 

ng, reviling, and afflictions; evea to death, are as 
ſenewed Earth; and in theſe things they rejoyce. and 
| | Kk 4 arg 
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483 _ An-Expoſitionofthe 
are as it were, builded, planted, eſtabliſhed, now 
riſhed, and fed, and no. man takes this joy or food 
from them. | 

Verſe 25. By Wolf,” Lamb and Lien, underſtand 
converſion of Sinners of all natures, to feed on the. 
Word, 2nd live in Eaith and Fear of God. . By Ser- 
pent eating duſt, underſtand Hypocrites, who are thg 
ſeed of the old Serpent, or ( as our Saviour cally 
them ) children of the Devil, truſting.in their own 
wiſdom and works of righteouſneſs, which are but 
as duſt in compariſon of the free Grace of God. .. 
Chap 66. Here is the taking away of all external 
things; as firſt, the Houſe of God, teſtifying its the 
poor andcontrite ſpirit, that is the houſe that he wik 
dwell in, and the ſacrifice that he will never refyfe 
and he declares, that all other Sacrifices, Oblationg, 


Tacenſe, &c. are an, abomination unto him, though 


commanded in the Law. and Letter of the Word, for 
they were only. Types or Figures of the giviug up. 
Heart, Soul, and Spirit unto God-, and therefore 
they that make them a worſhip well pleabng to God; 
have. choſen their own ways; for its the way of man 
to pleaſe God with a ſtrict form of extergal Religi- 
on, but ſuch thoughts are abominable to, God ;; for 
his way to quicken him when, he is dead, to lead 
him that is blind in the ways of Life and Truth, ta 
draw him by draughts. of Love, even when he isan 
evemy, to make him of a ſinner a ſon, of God, td} 
forgive his ſins, and fanCtifie his Sayl, -and;all by free: 


Grace; but they. thag receive this Grace, .are hated, 


nal Religion; and, bes +0] | 
Perſe 5. When they kill them, they ſay, Ze tht 

Lodte gland. oo EO ook Grad 

* ferſe 7. Hers he compares the Church. tos mo 


{46.4 


perſecuted , and ſlain by them that follow the exter- Þ 
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"0 that bears. Children, aud hath no pain or travel, 
cauſe all the righteouſneſs of the Saints are not 
jeir own WOrks,but the fruits of the Spirit of Jeſus. 
erſe 10. Underſtand that Feruſalew is not the 
thly City, but the Church of God, which he calis 
lem from above. And by rejoycing with her, un- 


16 Micſtand, being made of barren in themſelves, fruit- 
ls Wh by the Lord, and then they are comforted with 
rn Mie ame conſolations. that the. is comforted with, 


Verſe 15. Here is manifeſted, that as Believers are 
unſorted, { Hypacrites are caſt out by the Goſpel; 
the axe Doctrine which is the ſavour of Life to gne, 
$the favour of death and damnatian to the other. 
 Faſe 17, Here is Hypocrifie deſcribed, man ſan- 
fifying humſelf; and where ? iz the gardens, to' wit, 
8 fleſb-pleaſing forms of Religion, and behind; one 

z, to wit, under one form, that he eſtcems above 
other ; and how ? eatizg. Swiwes fleſh, and moſt 
bamingble'things,. ever ahe fouſe, to. wit, feeding, 
lizound with bis own conceits, which are filthy agd 
wt abominable in the Sgbt of God. = 
From hence, ta the laſt Verſe, is declared, the 
| Wit of the Goſpel in converting Sinners of- all. Na- 
tons and Iles afar off, that.heard; not his fame,; nog 
(i bis Glory,, to wit, that were deaf. through hard- 
x of heart, that.they cauld\nat receive the T.ryth, 
God opened the ear, andturn'd the heart ta dil- 

ine, and fo blinded by the wifdom of the fleſh, 
M/athey could not. ſee the bright beauty: of the. free 
_ of God, ilk be draw: them in by cords of- 
The laſt Verſe declares that. Cquvents ſhall plains 
j know.the miſerable eſtate of .ghe.micked. L 
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bd FAG F: B'R E: MI AR. 
Tc Prophet Feremiah ſeemeth to reprove Ifra 
- for Idolatry, in worſhipping Images of 3, 
made' of wood and ſt5ne., the work of their oy 
hands ; both which do figure unto us, our confidens 
in 'our- worſhipping of God in our own conceite 
righteouſneſs , our long Prayers!,' our Faſts, v 
Zeal. &c. Therefore he faith, [3's 
Cpap. 2: Verſe 33. Why dojt thou prepare thy way 
ſech amity? And, _ | 14 
Verſe 36. Why runneſt thou ſo much about to chan 
thy ways * As [ſrael ſometimes truſted in Aft 
ſomerimes in Egypt, and all in vain, .ſo man truftin 
ſometimes in one form of Religion, ſometimes j 
another, will be deceived ; forall is but the worko 
hisown hands, and a way of his own invention; fot 
the way of God to 1ſ-acl was, HO. 
Verſe 6. To deliver him out of the Land of bondy 
out of Egypt, through the wilderneſs, a deſart ,, aw 
Land, adry Land, 'the ſhadow of death, a Landthi 
no man paſſeth by, and where na man dwelt ;, and whei 
Iſrael followed him there, Fs py. 
Verſe 2. It was the kindneſs of his yauth, the day if 
his Marriage; then was Iſrael to the Lord, 
Verſe 3. A thing-hallowed , his firfl: fruits, all th 
that 'eat it , ſhall offend, evil ſhall come upon thew; 
' which plainly figures out the work of God deliver 
ing his people from their captivity to Satan and Sig, 
and ' giving them to. live meerly by Faith in Teſts; 
this is'that wilderneſs, that Deſart; dry Land,where 
the Believer confeſſeth , i» him there 1s no good thin; 
of this David ſaith, 1 dwell in a Land of drought, when 
there is no moyſture at all; and Paul complat s he 184 
wretched man, lying under a body of Death; nomat 
will dwell here, nor paſs by this way, but Ne 
I Y | ml 


= 


Difficult Texts in 1ſaiah. For 
gghty power of God, when he hath: eſpouſed. him 
tohimſelf in fairhfulneſs and judgment, that he be to 
tim and to none other days without number.; and this 
i the kindneſs 6f his youth ; when God hath made him a 
re creature, then he follows him in Love, and all his 
ddight is ſet upan him, as the heart of the young 
$ouſe upon-cher beloved. Again the Lord faith by 
Hiſea, Thou ſhalt call me no more Baalt.which is my Lord, 
tut thou. ſhalt call me 1/13, which is, my Husband;, where- 
by itappears, that the worſhipping Baal, -dath figure 
the worſhipping God as a Lord under the adminiſtra- 
tion' of the Law, whereby is threatned death and 
cirſe; and therefore man comes with all the Sacrifices, 
Fafts, and Feaſts, and long Prayers, -and all Holineſs 
that he can to pleaſe God, and procure his love, but 
alin vain; his Love is not procured ſo; but faith 
be, Thou ſhalt gall we 1ſhi, thy Husband, to wit, thoy 
ſhalt be united unto me nnder the adminiſtration of 
tie Goſpel, even through Jeſus, in whom I will pars 
don! all = ſins, and heal all thy backſlidings, and 
bye thee freely, thou ſhalt not offer me thy birds and 
thy beaſts, -I will have no meat-offering nor ſacrifice, 
| have ng pleaſire in them ; think not to pleaſe me 
with thy prayers, and faſtings, and alms, all is hy- 
Pocriſie, and abominable unto me, thou ſhalt render 
nothing ta me: for all my henefits and loving kind- 
nels, but take the cup of ſalvation.and retyrn thanks, 
Iwill work all thy works in thee, I have given thee 
the: Lord Jeſus and with him all things, even wiſs 
dom, righreouſneſs, and all things needful ro falva- 
= #i20; this is the\cupof ſalvation, drink Q my beloved, 

vine; abundantly, to-wit, believe-in him, 1: have eſta- 

viſhed all fulneſsin bim, if thou believe in him, thou | 
ut filled: with thap fulneſs, | have given in him my 
PMitit to guida thee.in al rby ways, and comtorr rhge 


in 
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in all.chy afflictions , and-:my Grace to teach thee'ta 
caſt off all ungodlineſs, and to make thee abound in 
all goodneſs, and my Word to ſanctifie thee, toh 
a light unto thy feet, and a lanthorn anty thy paths; 
I am not unto thee as a barren Land ; if: thou beliere 
not, thou canſt not be eſtabliſhed; for then, Yer. 14. 
Thou forſakeſt me the fountain of living waters, and dig- 
geſt unto thy ſelf broken Cifterns that can hold nowai,. 
Ver. 22. And though thon take Nitre and much Sopt ts 
waſh thee, y:# thy tmiquity is marked before me. Varſ 
16, 17. The Children of Noph and T aphanes have broken 
thy head ;, baſt thou not procured this unto thy ſelf, be- 
cauſe thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God when hu led 
thee by the way, to wit, when any Sin or Luſt prevatk 
over thee, it is becauſe thau did(t not cleave to Jeſus 
by faith, whereby alone the heart is purified ;; but 
thou haſt had confidence in thy own works. and faidſt, 


Verſe 2.5. 1 am not polluted, I am guiltleſs ;, I mill mi | 
into Fudg ment with thee becauſe thou ſayſt, Vet 


T have not ſinned. The Lord hath rejefted thy confidence, 
thou ſhalt not proſp:r. Every mans conhidence js 1l 
his formof Religion, that*s the Idol he hath choſen 
to himſelf; but God hath reje&ted them all; man 
ſhall never proſper but in qoparyany roar 
rightheouſneſs which is of God by Faith in Jeſus; 
for he is the power and wiſdom of God to falyation; 
and it is impoſlible to pleaſe God by any other holl- 
neſs but by Faith in him. | 

In the third Chapter he beginneth to preach the 


Gaſpel, even the greatneſs and freencls of the Grace 


and Love of God; for by the Law,sf 4 mas put an 


his Wife,and ſhe become another mans zf he 'return to bet 
again, the Lend is polluted; but though Iſrael bath play: 
cd the harlot with many Lovers, yet if ſhe return 66.19, 
be will recejue her; yea le woes her'to return ; q ” 
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Difficult Texts in Haiah. go} 
ke trge Miniſtry of the Goſpel; therefore Payl 
Gith, We beſeech you in ChriſPs ſtead , be ye reconciled 
God. Then heſſhews how: 7/raz! played the har- 
mx upon the high places and in che ways,ro wit, truft- 
&that worſhipping God in thoſe ways that ſhe highly 
Fezmed of, was true Holineſs,” and well pleaſing to 
60d ; and therefore ſhe called God her Father, and. 
(guide of her youth,and hoped he would not be an- 
with ber for,ever,for ſhe was his people,therefore 
inj affictions that, be laid upon her, as that ſhowers 
jere refrained $and the later rain came not, was bur for 
tk trial of her Faith, and exerciſe of* her patience : 
fivs all Hypocrites flatter themſelves; and cry peace 
t their ſouls, -when they are far from the ways of 

(of! "— _— WOE OY Dy | 
Fcandty He complains'that in the days of 7oſe- 
#, that godly King that was'terrified by hearing the 
Curſe of God AUeclared againſt Sin in the Book of the 


\'% | Qu 


harlot ſo mvch that he caſther off and'yet this 
Fas nd warning to Fadeb , bit ſhe rebelled more; all 
Fhich is but to ſhew that all Reformarions that are by 
far under the Law, avail not, they are but hypocri- 
tical; the greater profeflion they make of godlineſs 
and Zeal, the-more hypocritical they are; it?s not the 
Tay that the Lord hath ordained for converſion of 
figers,therefote't is written,when any King did ma- 
lythings in reforming Religion, as. prlled down rhe Al- 
tars of Baal,” and the Groves, and repaired the houſe of 
the Lord, and commanded the people to worſhip there, as 
Cod bad 6onimanded, yer the high places were not taken 4- 
Way, but the people wor ſhipped in the high places flull ; 
Which figures 'to vs, that all external Reformation 
tes not away pride of hezrt;but that continues ſtill, 
But 


« | | 
| oh _— with all his power, that 1/-ael played 
K Darlot 1 


la, and therefore reformed all that he could, and 


$04 An Expoſition of the ;-- 

Burt then he comes to ſhew the work of the Lord.1 ail 
tak: you one of a City, and two of a Tribe, and mill ha 
you to Zion. Alas, how few are the people whom 63 
takes to himſelf / how many thouſands in every City 
and in eyery Tribe, & but one or two whom the Lo: 
chuſeth to himſelf? And what means this ? 7 wit by; 
youto Z10n: Was not Zion in Fernſalem? and doth 
not ſpeak to Feryſalem's Inhabitants ? hereis the my 
ſtery , for by Zorn is always ſignified his Church, anc 
they are all glorious in apparel, but it's within « there 
fore. this manifeſts they whom the Lord takes to him. 
ſelf, he brings them from their forms of Religion, i 
the living power of the Truth. The Pfalmiſt figures 
this by forſaking her kindred and fathers houſe , ſo ſhdl 
the King delight in her beauty, for he delights not inhunt 
eff erings and ſacrifices, but in a broken and contri hegrt 
that's the only fare which. 1 always acceptable un 
him. So he proceedeth-to propheſie of the Goſpt 
that he wi# give them Paſtors according to.bis heart, wh 
will feed them with knowledge, to wit, that will-preac 
Jeſus unto them ; for 2n him are hidthe Feſeny Wi; 
dom and knowledge ; and then they, fhall remember th 
ron a his Covenant no more, to Wit, the,Covenant 0 


"7 


works, for the Book of. the Law was in- it ; neither 
ſhall the 2Zannathat was.in it be any more admiree 
which was a figure or ſhadow of Jeſas.;. for nowtte 
Subſtance, even. Jeſus himſelf -is reyealed to their 
Sauls z neither ſhall-the golden: Mice and Emrods 
mentioned, the Plagues wherewith he ſmote hisE b- 
' Mies ;:for now hatred of man ſhall be overcome by h 
love of God in Jeſus, and enemies ſhall be reconcile 
by hisdeath, and ſaved by his life. So he ſays Feruſalen 
ſhall be the Throne of 'the Lord at that time; and wi, 
word of time to come,ſignifieth, when' Jeſus is reyeal- 
ed in the Soul, then by Feru/alem is figured Belicyers 
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getrue Chriſtians, whom Pas! calls: che New Fernſa- 
mmhich comes down from heaven : and then here is 
jolden forth the in-dwelling of God in them, or the 
je of Chriſtianity ;/1t is God ſitting upona. Throne 
i the Sonls, whereby they. are judged continually in 
their thoughts," words and deeds, that they may be 
ondercned in all things in the. fleſh, and juſtified only in 
ye ſpirit by his Grace, And that all Nations ſhall be. ga- 
tered to #r, fignifies, that Jew, and Gentile, and.every 
one whoſoever, {hail be converted. by the ſame paw= 


nine, and preſerved by the ſame grace; only by chis 


cans Ifr acl and Tudah, and their : ENemes out of the 


ure Nirth ſoul! be united rogether ;, this unites all form of 
("all Religion, makingthem caſt, away their Forms which 


tiey idolized ſo -much, to the' Bars and Moles, that 
they may rejoyce to live, under, the, power of Grace, 
ind the ignorant. Heathen, and heatheniſh proplage 
Perſon are joyned together in the Tame life and light 
of. God, as 1/aiah faith; The people that ſate in darh- 
K/rjaw a great light, &c. Therefore he ſaith 


» {gave 
thee a pleaſant Land, the glorious heritage of the arimes 
(the peathen;, when a heatheniſh mind is conyer fg 
to God, and taſtes how good & gracious he'1s,” anc 

teholds the largeneſs of his free Grace, and feelsthe 
kamth of his love;, then they have a glorious heri- 
tage; & it is the ſame which he gives to all his people; 
then lays he down the backſlidings or tings" of the 
Fople of God,who,as awomar rebellzth againſt her hugs 
ana, ſo they rebel againſt the Lord; then he holds forth 


teir repentance; that rheir Weep > and ſupplication, 
and confeſſi 0n was heard tepon the at Hons Los ot 
iigh minds, wherein they offered ſactifice;as it-is ſaid; 
they ſacrificed ſtill inthe high places, which fi gured high 
nds;ſoare they faid to weep xpor high places, to figni- 
s tat their minds are now pulPd down, that they are 
| brought 


366 — An Expolition'dfihe - 
drought to ſacrifice nothing but a broken & rh 
heart, confeſſing iniquity, & cryitig for mercy 2d i; 
knowledging that nothing elſe aviileth to v Ation 
therefore they ſay, i vain i falvation hoped fot fra 
the bills and multitude of mountains ;, whereby is fipury 
the many inventions & profeſſions of Holineſs, oh 
by mans heart is lifted: ina high conceited holinek, 

_ Ch. 4. Upon this begins rhe Lords Extortation; t 
Tſrael, if thou return unto me as if he ſhould fay, retyr 
not as thou baſt done to thy own works, wiſdom, holineſs, fi 
whatever thou doſt in way of obedterice to my Law, th 
being carnal, and hot retenierate Vy me, 5s 6arnal, "apj 
therefore an abomination to int \ and if thon wilt put i 
away, thou ſhalt not be removed, but ſhalt be confirntl({ 
by oath) to livern the truth, r1 breoufnefs and 7utomtnt 
vf God, in whom all Nations ( LW ate converted) ſhall h 

Uſed, and ſhall glory. Ver.4. Therefore be fibſt rem 
ein mind, think not that the righteonſheſs of Gd 
cah proceed from a\carnal mind, wherein love of the 
world and flethly luſts gtow as thorns in an untill 


br ar Hroumſed in heart, not inthe fieth, forchat 


ot carnal and hypocritical, againft which my wrath 
butns for ever as 2gainft all inventions 'of man. Yvſ 


5, 6, 7. Here is theexhottation of the falſe Prophets, 

who perſwade men to frengthen themſelves, and fiyu 

firong bolds,to wit, to ufeall their care and diligenct, 

ro exerciſe all zeal and devotion to eſcape the writh 

of the Lord,as men flee to Trong Cities to eſcape the 
2 


envy but it cannot be eſcaped, for hz # like 4 Lid, 
be s th deftroyer of the Gentiles, all heatheniſh wicked: 
neſs and prophaneneſs muſt be deſtroyed, wiſdom mult 
be confounded, nothing lefr, but like Cirres defrayed, 
without inhabitants.10 that neitherKing nor Princes al 
help by their power, nor Prieſt and.Prophets by thell 
wiſdom: F " 


Difficult Texts in Jeremiah. 49, 

Perſeg. TO 14 SO tnat the people are deceived as 
by the Lord, becauſe they truſted unto the falſe Prophets 
pl prophecied peace unto them in the name of the Lord 
ad be ſent them nct,, therefore their w.7d i; but as a ary 
mind that neither fanneth 1.07 cleanſeth. But the word of 
the Lord ſhall be as 4 mighty wind, and ſhall give ſen- 
tence upon! them and upon all their wiſdom and righteouſ- 
nſr that they fled into and trufed in, and (hill be deſtroy- 
ed, for his word and his judgments art fiercer than ſtorms 
and lik: horſes ſwifter than eagles. 

Verſe 14. to 23. Therefore O Feruſ.lem ſubmit thy 
ſelf ro this word, theſe juzgme. ts of God, for this isthe 
paſting the heart from wickeaneſs, yea even. from every 
mcked thought that remains m thee, that the fl:ſh an4 
althat is fleſhly may be deſtroyed, and the ſoul may b- ſa- 
wed. A voice d cl.reth from Dan and publiſherh affliti- 
nfrom Mount Ephraim ; Das is a City inthe utmoſt 


worder of the land, which fignifieth the further man 
from God, the nearer to deſtruction, aid the high- 
ermans heart is lifred up like a Mcunt, tharper will 
the judgments of God be upon him ; So the word of 
God is unto the Soul, as Scorts that declare that a 
mghty Army is at hand, which they can:.ot eſcape ;, for 
It diicovers all mans ways and inventions to be wick- 


edneſs, therefore it will pierce even to their heart, & 
then will they find it a bitter thing that they followed 
hing vanities, and have forſaken Gods everlaſting 
mercies. Hence follow the cries of an afflicted Soul 
under the wrath of God, as of a laad waſted by an 
army; Here is the complaint of God, that his peo- 
ple, to wit, they that pcofeſſ*d his worſhip were foo- 
Iſh children, yet wiſe to do evil; to wit, to exer- 
ale a carnal Form of Religion, a blind zeal, a proud 
inowledg, but to do well they had no underſtanding 
wit, to ſubmit to the Df RL of God which 

| L is 


498 * AnExpoiitton of the 


is by faich, and purifieth the heart, pleaſeth God, and 
worketh by love all righteouſneſs towards God and 
man. | 

Verſe 23. to 30. Hence He ſheweth that whil| 
man 1s without being therefore without God and 
Chriſt and Holy Ghoſt and Grace, and therefore lj 
the world js unto him as before it was created, the 
earth void, the Heavens without lights, the Moun: 
tains a trembling Ch:os, and ho marthere, no birds 
the fruitful field a barren wilderneſs ; Cities broken 
down, the whole land deſolate as if deſtroyed by preat 
wars, to wit, the wrath of God for ſin, fo confoun- 


ding the ſoul of man, that all the Creation hrings no 


comfort, but increaſeth his terrors becauſe they teſti. 
he to the righteouſneſs of Gods judgments againſt 
him ; therefore He asketh him, wh-..# wilt thou do whey 
thou ſhalt be deſtroyed ? though thoucleath thy ſelf with 
fearler &c. thou trims thy ſelf in vain; all Hy- 
pocritical Forms of Religion will do no food 
when Gods judgments are upon the ſoul; I heardy 
z0iſe as of a woman travilling of her fi; ft child ; after 
the judgment of God kata made all the world no- 
thing to mans ſou],. then brings he forth firft iruitsto 
God, then he ſtretcheth out his hands to God for 
mercy, and mourneth hecaufe of murtherers; to wit, 
deluſions of Satan and his copfidance in carnal Relt- 
gion that deſtroyed his foul. 

Chap. 5. Verſe 1. to 1c. This is the work of the 


true miniſtry of the word, this is the true effeftof 


the word, even to ſearch every heart, (as He tit 
runs to and fro ſearching every houſe for a mat) 
but when the word ſearches the heart of man faith- 


fully, every man is found out of the way ; as David 


faith Pfal. 14. But the Miniſter of the word hopes £0 


5nd ſome, He thinks its for want of may 
| there- 
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therefore he will try the wiſe and learzed, -and the 
realous Profeſſors of the word ; but-theſe are far 


worſe, the wiſdom of the werld is -fooliſhbneis in 


Gods word ;_ the Profeſſors zeal! is without knowledg 


2nd therefore full of envy and hatred and contradicti- 


on, Therefore the word ſhall be as a battc; ing hamm:r 
ant a burning fire, and the Lord will by it tear them #2 
pieces, as the ſheep are torn in pieces by a Lyon, a Wulf, 
on a Leopard, as hed d Hezckiah, from day to night he 
mill make an end of them ; he will make known their [ins 
to be filthy Tdolatry and Adultery, hunting Harlots houſes, 
& like borſ. s every 0:1e neighing afier his neighbours wife ;, 
whereby he fignifics that Adultery is detcſtable 10 
Gd ; and therefore he compares Hypocritical Pro- 
lion of Religion to it, which 1s always moſt abo- 
minable to him ; for it makes even his prayers abomi- 
mble, therefore he will not ſpare ſuch a nation. 

Verſe 10. Here again the Lord gives Commiſſion 
ad Command to his Miniſters to direct his word a- 
oſt their zeal and Holineſs, whereby they think 
tlemſelves fortified as with walls, and to throw it all 
down except that which is founded on the Rock,even 


won Chriſt by faith ; and therefore He ſaith (not all 


and He commands them to caſt down their hopes 
whereby they think themſelves ſecure from falling 
tn (as he that walks upon a Houle is ſecured by 
bittlements) for theſe Battlements are not the lords, 
for the ward of the lord is. Ler him that thizks he ſtands 
take heed lex} be fall. But Iſrael and Fudah even all 
Profeſſors and PraCtiſers of external Religion ſtand 
out tubbornly, and deny that this is the word of the 
Lord; they eſteem themſelves ſecure enough by their 
dolineſs and Zeal, and account the promiſes of God 
todelong tothem ; that plague, ſword, or famine, 
wr any evil ſhall come _ them z, therefore the Lord 

L12 "8 
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550 An Expolition of the 
Will makg his word in the moth of a true miniſter ſharper 
than a coub.e edged ſword; It ſhall divide between mar- 
row and bone, and diſcover all ſecret intentions of 
the Heart, and burn like fire, and they ſhall be de. 
ſtreyed as any countrey is deſtroyed by a mighty ene- 
my ; an auncient nation whoſe Language thou knoy- 
Eft 1.0t; for this hath been from the beginning, that 
God by his Law doth difcover fin, and bring every 
{inner under guiit and wrath, but thou knowelt not 
, that Language of it, but will have it to be a Rule of 
righteouineſs unto thee, and juſtifie thy doings; but 
It will.diſcover thy doings to be Hypocriſie and bring 
thee under curſe, that thou maiſt ſeek to Jeſus fora 
Bleſling ; but thou knoweſt not this Language of C4 
7441 ;, but ſpeakeſt ſtill the Language of ſpud; 
. therefore the Lord will <xtol his Law and makeit 
Honourable, and ſweep away the refuge of lies, as 2 
prevailing enemy deſtroys all; even the fenced cities 
wherein they did truſt : Yet the Lord will not make 
a full end of all Profeſſors; for when He deſtroysa 
carnal confidence of man in his own wiſdom & righ- 
teouſnefs, He will ſave the ſoul by Jeſus, the Lord 
His Righteouſneſs; But Profeſſors ſay, why doth the at 
Lord theſethings ? Is not our obedience to the Law, fi 
which He hath commanded us to obey, our righte-M T 
ouſneſs? The true Miniſter anſwers, ye have not 0-I ti 
beyed the Lord your God, but ye have ſerved other in 
Gcds, for your carnal minds cannot obey Godslaw, fil bu 
for it is ſpiritual ; but ye have obeyed your dominee- 
ring Juſts, even in your Exerciſe cf Religion, for yeſW m 
tave done all to be ſeen of men; there you have IF 1s 
beyed prideand vain-glory ; and under pretence 018 mM 
long Prayers, ye have devoured widows Houſes, © m1 
. . there ye have obeyed covetouſneſs and oppreſlion; 


'herefore | will give you up to hardneſs of begre 
in 
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Hindneſs of mind, till ycu appear to be a fooliſh peo- 


er 
ls: pl, like unto the Idols ye worſhip ; that have eics 
; of Ml «4 ſee not, ears and hear nor , that underſtand not 
de-M that it is God that Ruleth the raging Sea, He alone 
ne-M cn ſtay your madneſs, and withour, that work you 
ME ic ofan unfaithful and rebellious heart nct fearing 
hat God that gives you rain, and Harveſt, either in their 
err duc time, which ye ſhould never want, if your fins 


tkprived you-not of them ; to wit, you ſhonld never 
want the rain of comfort, nor the fruit of joy unto 
jour ſouls, if you lived by faith in Jeſus': Bur you are 
wicked Hypocrites, that neither will enter into that 
ra Covenant of Grace your ſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that 
4M areentring in; you lay ſnares to catch, to wit, you 
4; allure others into your Formal Religion; you lead 
1 captive ſimple women, there's nothing but deceit in 
2 your hearts ; But you eſteem your ſelves rich, increa- 
es WF fed with goods, you do nor judg your ſelves that you 
ke WI might eſcape the condemnation of the Lord ; you 
al know not that your ſouls want all things as fatherleſs 
b-W children, and poor people ; bur glory in your riches 
0 and proſper in your ways, therefore I will viſit you 
ie and pull you; down, and.diſcorer this horrible and 
Wl fithy wickedneſs, that is-among you and your falfe 
e-W Teachers that! you have choien ro your ſelves; for 
0-W they Prophecie lies for their wages and you delighc 
i it: And what end can you expect from the Lurd, 
Wy Put utter deſtruction to you both. "57 BY 
4 Chap, 6. Under the name of the children'of Benja- 
cl whom he exhorts to flee out of the midſtof Feruſalen, 
-W 15 figured the Lords calling out his people from a- 
f mongt carnal Profeſſors, for the judgments of God 
MW uſt fall upon them, even hardneſs of heart and un- 
belief; Ard comparing the daughter of Zion to abeauti- 
[ul woman, figu g3 out Hypocrites, 2nd fiznihies theig 
| 1 3 EXILE» 


802 An Expoſition of the 
external Religion how, beautiful it is in outwardap, 
pearance, ahd ſhews how faritis from Chriſt, whoſe 
viſage is fo ſpoyled, that there is no beauty in him 
when we-ſee him that he ſhould be defired: And 
fſtors comin#- to her with their flocks, and feeding every 
one in their place ;, figures ſeveral Forms of Religion, 
which all ze agree in making a fair external ſhog, 
ſtriving to-outſtrip one another in cxternal Holineſs, 
but ſtickſtrongly to their own opinions, which is f- 
gured by feeding in their own place. Prepare war «- 
gairſft ter, Hore aan the Lord gives Command and 
Commiltion it his/Minifters to Preach agaifiſt Hypo- 
Cc ifje above all things; yea night and day, in ſeaſon 
and on: of feeion, for this Hypocrifie -1s the fountain 
-of oppreſibn throuzh malice and cruelty, ſhe ſpoy- 
Teth the Chiirch conr n:atly as the faiſe Prophets, & 
High 'Prieſts and their 'Hearers deſtroyed the true 
Prophets ar:d Saints in 7/-ael, and faife Apotlesand 

Pharitees-and Szducees deſtroyed the Lord Jeſusand 
his Apeſtles and Hearers, They will not be jnſtrud: 
ed though they be continually admoniſhed,, 2 berefore 
the Lord will forſake them and gather the remnant of 
Iſrael as one that gathereth ſound grapes ; and putshis 
hand' info the'basker fzain,” that if he bad put ma 
corrupt/grape he mighccaſt} it out again; as 1n0ur 
Saviours Parable; the Gueſt that badnot ona weddtny 

garment was caſt out. | | Fs 

Verſe 16. Here he continves the reproof of Hypo- 
erifes chi-their ears are - uncircumciſed ; for they 
havitgah external Formof  Religion,-.they have no 
delight in the word of God, which cafts of all that, 
and requires truth'in the inward part ; but the true 

Miniſter cannot ceaſe; for he hath a diſpenfation upon 
him, and- he muſt pour -oat the judgmehtsof God 


vpon man and woman, young and old, yea Un - 


Difficult Texts in Jeremiah. $03 
{Ie Prieſts 53nd Pr@phets becauſe rhzy heal the hurt 


> falſly, and cry peace where no peace is, even to them 
in ta: work, and not to them thar beheve on him that 
».M jſtifieth the ungodly. = 

_ Ver. 15. to 26. Here he ſheweth the condition of 
in Hypocritesfthat they are not aſhamed to commit abo- 
WW ni0ation; for if they fall iaro groſs iniquity they 
> hope that God will not regzrd it; for every man 
"MW (th his failings, and Ged will have more reſpect un- 
-.W i their Holineſs and zeal; and that their Prayers 


and all the practice of their Religion ſhould bc a o- 
mination in the ſight of God, becauſe they are not 
regenerate, they will not belizve. Therefore the - 
Prophet adviſeth them, among all ways to inquire 
forthe old way , for that is the good way, and walk 


k init; but that they will not, for that is to believe in 
ie Chrift, the ſeed of the woman, but that they abhor. 
ni - Secondly, He adviſeth them to hearken to His 


Watchmen, and take heed to the ſourd of the trum- 
4.80 pet; to wit, of the Goſpel, for that is figured by 
ell ifumpet, but that they will not ; therefore he cal- 
oY) {fb the Gentiles, althouzh they be unregenerate, 
his (which He fignifieth by earth) and he will make them 
na} koow that his judgments are juſt againſt 7/7ael, becauſe 
ur ticy have followed their own imaginations, and nat 
" *garded his word nor his law : Yea he will make 

them know that it 1s in vain to bring him 1ncence, 
0-M Burnt offerings, and Sacrifice; to wit, to ſeek to 
5M Pirate him by theſe their works ;, for he hath layda 
nol foundation of ſalvation in Jeſus, and they that Be- 
t, MI live in him ſhall never be confounded ; but he ſhall 
ef *252 ſtumbling: block to this people, and all taat 
mn {carn ofthem : -as the Son learns of the Father, and 
afriend of his nejghbour. Hence he threatens judg- 
ment even to deſtroy them as by -war, by a parent 
enemy. as before. L114 - JEOs- 


504 An Expoſition of the 

Verſe 26. to 30. Here he cHleth them to oreat 
ſorrow and mourning for their ſinfulnels, as the on- 
Iy means to prevent the deſtrution determined by 
the Lord, even to give them up to hardneſs of heart, 
for that makes all deſoiate, and their hearts a cave 
of unclean birds; to wit, the very ſeat of all ini- 
qQuity. 

Verſe 37. T his ſhews what a true Miniſter is untg 
the people; and what true Doctrine is: To mit, 
that he ſtands in the gap to intercede for them, x 
Aa2fes did, and that his Doctrine iearches the truth 
.of the heart in all their ways; Laſtly, he teſtifieth; 
their exceeding wickedneſs ; by reb. Uio:z children, 
their hardneſs of heart by braſ5 and Jron, and their 
Hypocrilie, becauſe they pretend to refine as by a fire 
blown with bellows, and yet their wickedneſs is not 
taken away ; but they ares reprobate ſilver, which 
will not be refined, therefore the Lord rejedteth 
them, A 

Cap. g, 10. Ver. 1.t0 14. Vonn the Mountains wil 
Ttihe up a lamentation &C. By Mountains and fary pla- 
ces of the wilderneſs underſtand haughty minds, under 
fair ſhows of Religion; for that is it which cauſesa 
true Miniſters ſorrow, and that is it, whereby mans 
true comfort is deſtroyed, for he is rejected of God, 
a-.d therefore all creatures can do him no good ;/ and 
by this Profeſſors of Religion become as cruel as dra-- 
gons, and mens-hearts as deſolate as Cities without 
an Inhabitanc ; for where the Holy: Spirit and free 
Grace, and the fear of God is nor, there is nothing 
bur delolation and ravening luſts, and theſe areil 
man that lives in external formal Religion, and none 
of the former ; therefore he 1aith;, - who is wiſe and he - 

alt nnderfland this, and to whom the mouth of the lord 

bath ſpoken even he ſhall agclare i 3 as if he ſhould BY 
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nd no other ; for :others do take theſe words to 
meant of deſolations made by wars, and other ex- 
mal judgments. ; 
er. 14.10 27. Here he gives the reaſon why Gods 
xdements are upon TIſracl, to wit, becauſe tiity walk- 
devery. one after the- ſtubborneſs of his heart, (by 
mich is figured mans underſtanding of the word of 
xd after his own wiſdom) and after Baalims which 
teir fathers taught them ; (whereby is figured forms 
fReligion which men are taught by other men)thole 
te the two grounds of all hypocriſie z for in all Gods 
xople their own 'wiſdom 1s - confounded; and they 
re not taughr of friend ' or brother but they are all 
wht of God ; and Gods teaching is bitterneſs to 
> carnal mind ; which is figured by giving them 
prmvood aud gall to drink, and ſcattering them among 
teheathen ſignifies to makethem confeſs themſelyes 
phe as wicked as the Heathen, ard by [ending a ſword 
frr them, isfigured, giving the word power to enter 
itotheir hearts as a double edged fword, to deſtroy 
ll their Peace and carnal confidence in their own 
onceited holineſs ; and rhen there will be great 
bovrning as of Rachel weeping for her chilaren, rifuſing 
"he comforted becauſe they were not , for nowNcan man 
menocomforts, for there are no fruits of his pre- 
aded righteouſneſs, for his ſaul is parched, as li- 
- Wig in a land of drought where no moiſture is,there- 
| Wire death js entred, they now ſee themſelves dead in 
e W's, they are dead carkaſles, that can do nothing 
but corrupt themſelyes,they are as dung inthe ſtreets 
mich no man taketh up for it ſtinketh ; ſich are all 
tie works and ways of Religion abominable to God; 
fence the Prophet concludeth with the glorious do- 
frine of the Goſpel, firſt calling his people from 
porying in any thing but Chrift, by whom m_ 5 
E ; Jug? 
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jadgment, and righteouſneſs, live in the behein 
heart, and by whom the Heathen are alſo converted 
and joyned to them in truſting in the Lord, and; 
conteſling they are uncircumciſed in themſelyeg, , 
unprofitable fervants ; to wit, not ſufficient ofthem 
{cles to one good thought. Rs 
Chap. 12. Ver. 1. tog. This Chapter is ſony 
ſtical 10 that che Tranſlator could not tell whatto 
to it in ſome places, but tells what others hay 
thought, bur it is no other but a diſcovery of Hy 
pocrites ; who, though they are wicked yet the 
proſper; to wit, in a ſhew of Holineſs, and the 
ſeem to be full of zeal, as wealthy men are of rict 
es, though they rebeiliouſly tranſgreſs. By Gd 
Planting. underſtand, giving them his Laws, Ord 
nances, and Teſtimonies, even his Law and his Gol 
pel ; for in all theſe they feem to rake root, auf 
grow, and bring forth fruit, yea with joy and pla 
neſs of heart (as our Saviour ſhews in his Parablehy 
the ſtony ground) bur all is out troth of the 'moutk 
(ſaith the Prophet) thon art far from their runs. 
Verſe 3, The Prophet in his. own name fguret 
the Church of God, who teſtifies the truth of he 
| heart unto God, and prays that they may be brough 
to aa » the Lord deſtroying all their Hypc 
Crifie. {eh 
Verſe 4. By Herbs, aud Beaſts, and Birds, is ig 
red all comforts: of the Soul which the Lord deprive 
them of, who are confident that God will not.de 
ſroy them, but will ſave them for their conceile! 


— wt — A -- 6 tt — AE - Bo -- 


”— 7H _ I _ = w—y_ eo res Wy wen wo co» 


pO. 


Verſe 5, & 6. Here the Lord ſhews the Propit 
that the wickedneſs of profane and . earthly mine 
men are but as footmen, but Hypocrites are 251 


ging horſes, he may dwell with the former ail 
- 


| 
( 
Holineſs .and wiſdom. . | | 
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eable 1and,, but theſe are as raging in contenti- 
us azainſt the truth, as.Fordan when it flows over all 
hank; they pretend to be thy'brethren begotten 
the fame word: of truth, but they are unfaithful , 
telieve them not, though they ſpeak fair to thee ; 
many believed our Saviour but he did not commit 
tinfelf ro them. | | 
Verſe 7, 8 Here the Lord fheweth that though 
they profeſs to be his Houſe and his Heritage, He 
hah forſaken them, . he hath given them up to hard- 
ne$ of heart and blindneſs cf mind, . thoſe great ene- 
nies of their Souls health ; and why ? hecauſe they 
plory in their own ſtrength (as Lyons do) and riſe 
apazainſt me. .. And ſecondly, becauſe al their glo- 
fis.1n outward ſhows, like a bird of divers colours ; 
kt all beaſts and birds, come and devour her ; by 
I thisis figured the judgments of the Lord and cries -of 
2g)tv conſcience. | © 
'»Verſ: 10. to 17. Here is a Teſtimony againſt falſe 
Teachers in plain words, for they do all theſe things 
#ainſt the Truth ; this 'teſtimonie is of the mighty 


work of God upon the:ſoul, to deſtroy all that is af- 


tr' the fleſh; then he..ſhews how the Grace of God 
etring, they fee. the evil fruits that ariſeth cor of 
tieir own wiſdom and zeal; inſtead of good wheat, 
grow thorns, ſo that they are 'aſhamed; that- they 
wefick and none to: heal them. 

Then he preaches the glorious work of the Goſ.- 
fel, firſt to pluck up all that?s evil, & then to have 
compaſſion on them-at:d bring them again, and eſta- 
vliſh-them in faith and fear of God ; that every one 
may be confirmediin the truth, to rruſt in the name 
of God and his everlaſting mercies, for there -is 
eſlabliſkment, :and inall other things confuſion. 


C hap. 
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is the Goſpel that teachgs man that his ſin is not in his 
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Chap 13. Verſe 1.to 18. By the ſimilitude gf; 
Gird/e He ſheweth what true Religion is ; Even that 
the foul be bound as cloſe to God by faith, asthe 
girdle is to the loyns; when man is ſeparate fron 
God though he thinks to be layd up ſafe by other 
Holy ways, all is corrupt and goad for nothing! þ 
ſows to the jleſh and reaps corruption ;, And by the Par 
ble of filling every bottle with wine, he ſiguxes. even 
man.ſo drunk and beſotted and filld with high con 
ceits in his form of Religion: that they daſh one: 
gainſt another, and every one againſt God; asPhy 
\Tifees and Sadducees, Herod and 'Pilate were one: 
gatnſt another ; bur all againſt Jeſus ; but :allwee 
confounded, but he was exalted though he was 
tlicted, Firſt therefore he adviſeth not to be proud 
but to give Glory to God ; tobe proud is to eſteen 
,of our ſelves above what is meet, to. give gloryte 
God is to attribute all goodneſs. to. him and- hisfre 
Grace, God bringing darkneſs'&c- is giving manup 
to himſelf, for'then he runs headlong into alley| 
to his own deſtruction, which. is occaſion of' great 
ſorrow to atrue Miniſter; as Paul was in affliction, 
(when the Churches ſtood not ſtedfaſt in the faith) 
as a woman 1n Travel) till Chriſt was formedinthen 

again. 1237+ bars | 

* Verſe 18. By Kinwand Oueen he ſheweth, thatno 
earthly glory muſt Nos man, but that every ſoul 
humbled under ſence of his fins to ſeek unto the lord, 
otherwiſe he can have no ſalvation to his ſoul, nor {& 
Curity to his temporal glory : By. Beautiful Flock wt 
derſtand Hypocrites, for the true Few js not beauti 
ful in the fight of man, neither looſeth he his beaut) 
for God preſerveth him. | | 
Verſe 23. Can the Blackamoor change bis thin ? Til 
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fions Which he can change, but it is his whole na-. 
are which God. only can change ,, therefore muſt he / 
jerezenerate OF made a new Creature or partaker of, 
he divine nature ;, for man 1n nature truſts in lies, 
Negin thoſe doCtrines of falſhood, that flatter him 
ad puts him in hope that. he car do that which is 
od; but every true Miniſter diſcovers every ſecret 
fand all hypocriſie; and:that unleſs he be cleanſed 
ofall, he lies under wo and curſe. = 

Chap. 14 Verſe 1.tO-11. By Dearth is figured the 
Guls famine, that man be brought to ſenſe of his ſin, 
x the Prodigal was : And by the Peoples prayer verſe 7. 
$ ſenicd, chat man never returys in crue humility 
to ſeek ro God and confceis his finfulneſs, till God 
hve brought him to that diſtreſs ; therefore it is faid 
God ſent a famine , before the Proargal cried I have ſin- 
w. And by their delight to wander is figured mansex- 
eciſing all ways of ſeeming Holineſs, for then his 
heart 1s not eſtabliſhed in the truth, which hath no 
outward fair ſhow ; for it is nothing but a heart tru- 
j burthened with ſin, crying to God for mercy and 
truſting in him. 

Unto the People of God by Sword is figured, the 
ord of God which is ſharper than a double edged 
ſnord to deſtroy fin ; By Famine is figured that hun- 
xr and thirſt after righteouſneſs ſent upon a ſinner* 
I5 the Lord : And by Peſtzlence is figured, that the 
Sul is made truly fick of fin if God deliver not, 
tappy are the ſouls whom God ſo viſits ; unto the 
alle Prophets and obſtinate ſinners by Sword is figu- 
red the temptations of Satan, which deſtroy all fear 
of God, and ways of truth, for he is a lyar and a mur- 
Grer; And by Famine is figured their eager deſire 
after riches that 1uffers them not to reſt, for their de- 


lies are enlarged like Hell that cannot be ſatisfied ; 
AN. 
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and by Peſtilexce 13 figured that Infection of ſin, where 
though they add fin to fin, and draw on fin as with 
cart-ropes, every one is infected with the company 
of another. til] they be nothing but as a fink of ſins. 
from the ſole of the foot to the crown of the head: 
therefore the true Miniſter weepeth and prayethun- 
to God. I-12 | 

Chap, 30. Ferſe 1, This Chapter ſheweth thathy 
this ſeventy years captivity threatned in all this Pro- 
phecy , is figured the captivity of the Soul under $z- 
tan in fin, or in hypocriſie by the judgments of God 
upon them, and by falſe Prophets that Prophecied 
peace unto them and that they ſhould continue in 
their own land ; is figured falſe Miniſters that do nat 
Preach the Law as a diſcoverer of fin; a battering 
hammer to break their hearts into ſorrow for ſin, and 
a burning fire that ſo inflames their minds, that they 
can have no reſt; but preach the Law to'be a Rule 
and Line of Righteouſneſs; that by ordering their 
lives and converſations according to it, they ſhall 
have peace and be the Lords people : And by Pto- 
phecying to all other nations that theyſhall alſoferve 
the King of Babel, is figured that there is one wayol 
Redemption ordained of God to Few and Gentile, to 
Profeſſor and Profane ;, to wit, that firſt every Soul 
be brought to know himſelf captive to Sztan, catti- 
ed on in fin and hypocrifie, faft bound as under chains 
or bands of Iron, and ſuch a hunger raiſed in his mind 
after righteouſneſs, that his hunger-ſtarven ſoul cries 
out as the Prodigal, how many ſervants in my fatheri 
houſe have bread grough, and I per iſh for hunger, there- 
fore the Prophet ſaith, this is the time of F acobs trauble 
and again, we beard a terrible voice of fear and nat of 
peace, b:hold every man with his hands on his loyns 44 4 


woman iniravel : This day is great none like1t. = 
tnen 
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ere Mjcathe ſertivg down ſeventy years determnied for 
ith MW jcic captivity, gives hopes of comfort that there 
ny WM j:llbe a deliverance ; tis figures out the redemptt- 
ns, Mor of the Soul from Satan and fin by Chrift ; which 
d ; WM je fignifics by breaking the yoak from off their neck, 
un- MW. ;7d all their bands, and that they ſhall ſerve David 


their King : And then the Propher preacheth plainly . 


by MW the Goſpel; rhey ſhall be delivered from the land of their 
ro- MI cativity to wit, from fin and hypocrifie, and ſhalt 
$3- MW bein reft and proſperity; to wit, ſhall live by faith, 
od WM 2nd bring forth fruits of the ſpirit, for that'is the 
id Myroſperity of the ſoul, and none ſhall make them a- 


in Wfr:id, for they ſhall truſt in God, and the gates of 
ot WM Hell cannot prevail againſt that faith; therefore he 
ng WM conforteth them - They that devonr thee ſhall be de- 
nd WM wed &c. whereby is figured, that by Chriſt fin 
9 WM ſhall be ſubdued, and Satan overcome, fleſh crucified 
ule MW ind worldly mind mortified 5 and I wilt reftore health 
elr WM mothee, and heal thee of thy weunds ;, &c, which fi- 
all W pceth , forgiving fin and healing all backſlidings, & 
0- Weviding by the Holy Spirit ; becauſe they called thee 
Ve BN td away, ſaying, this is Zion whom no man ſecheth af= 
ol Wir; whereby is plainly figured, that no man appro-= 
to Wreth the true Few, and frue Circumcifion ; the Chri- 
ul WF fin and his righteouſneſs is a myſtery hid from all 


tie wiſe of the world ; but from them proceed all 
0s pojeing in God and giving thanks to God, and they 
now the terrors of the Lord, hls wrath againſt fin , 
es Wand the: joyful falvation ; for it is the latter days 
77 WI viththem, this noble one the Lord Jeſus , raigneth 
&- © and with them for ever. 
le Wl Chap. 31. yerſe 1. Here the Prophet proceedeth 
f WI f®Preach the Goſpel, at the ſame time faith the lord 
4 MW /nlberthe God of all the families of Iſrael , all the Pro- 
Pets Prophecied of Chriſt, and therefore yen 
WOT 
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word that. ſignifies time, is to be underſtogd when 
Chriſt ſhall be revealed in the ſoul, for thereby i 
man converted and not before; as it was with Paul 
he heard of Chriſt born, of his powerful doQrine 
and wonderful miracles, but all that availed nor, þ 
was ſtill a cruel enemy in his mind,till God was ple; 
ſed to reveal Chriſt in him ; and fo it is and wills 
with every man, no knowledg that he gets by reading 
'or hearing , no exerciſe of Religion will turn hj 
mind from enmity and hatred of God and all gcod 
neſs till Chriſt be revealed in.him by the father. $e- 
condly by 1/+ael underſtand, not the poſterity of 4 
braham after the fleſh, but all that ſhall be thus conver- 
ted unto God, be the Fews or Gemriles. 

T he people which eſcaped the ſword ,, foundgraceinth 
wilderneſs ;, He walked before 1f7ael to cauſe himto 
reſt ; By eſcaping the ſword is figured the chaſtiſe 
ments of God, for only they whom he correth, 
doth he love and they find-grace in the wildernth 
to wit in this life , for this world is a wilderneſs, a 
Land of drought ſaith David, wherein there is 0 
moy{ure norefreſhment to the Soul wearyed inſin, 
but from the love of God pardaning fin By Godswak: 
519 before his p:ople;, underſtand Chriſt's ſuffering and 
reſurrection , for-by ſuffering with Chriſt is man 
- brought to true reſt and peace in him. 


” 
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Verſe 3. Here the Lord begins declaring his love to 1 
be everlaſting and therefore not procured by man,but 
drawing man from the love of every other object to } 
the love of God alone : and he hath builded to wit ; 


* eſtabliſhed his people upon the true and firm found: 


ation, that they ſhall not be confounded but filled 
with joy and there ſhall be Vines Planted upon the | 
Mountains of Samaris, to wit, thoſe that revolted 


from God, aud became as thorns and briars by = 
| | Iv, 


Difficttlt Texts in Jeretniah. 5x9. 
try, ſhall be- converted by Grace, 'and become true 
Vines in Jeſus , and theſe Vines ſhall be common; 
for every Soul affliited for fin, ſhall bave wine of : 
Conſolation in Jeſus, to drink abundantly, and ſhall 
þ| his beloved. 3 | FEE 

Verſe 6. By Watchmen, underſtand true Miniſters, | 
by their ſaying, Ariſe, let us go up to Zion, 1s ligni- 
fed, that true Miniſtry calls man from: lying fetled - 
(like wine on the Lees) ypon his own ways, works. . 
aid wiſdom, to believe in Jefus, whereby his Church 
-M refined or purifted from. all ſcum, droſs, Froth or-: 

filth, to ſerve the Lord intrue humility; Sh 
Pearſe 5. Whence they are filled: with exceeding. 
Fand gladneſs, and give great praiſes ta God, and . 
proj ſeriouſly for all Gods people. - 

Verſe $. That hewill bring them from all manner 
of war rifie, which is figured by the North, 
ad all Chaſts of the world ;-for ſinners are ſcattered 
from God , 'and enſlaved through luft. - 

' Verſe g, That they may truly ſorrow for their 
fas, and the Lord may lead them by the Rivers of co 14 
ft, and eſtabliſh their feet, and order all their geingsy 
- be their Father, and receive them in Jeſus his fecſt 

m1, . 
Yerſe 10. Here the true Miniſter calls to Gentiles; 
fleathens, all unconverted Souls to hear and receive: 
tie ame Doctrine; it is God that viſits. man for ſin, 
ad afflits or puniſheth. him, and - he alone raiſes. 
tim, comforts him, keeps bim, and feeds him, as. 
: Rephecd doth his Flock ; and he gives them the 

lon, | LYSRF 7115 | p13 

Verſe 11. Becauſe they were captivated by Satan, 
ilo'is ſtronger than-they, and no power can deliver 
fom-himbut God alone; Then he teaceth them, 

Verſe 12, To ſeek to Gow for al:tbings _—_— 
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for Soul or Body, and they ſhall find him ſo bountiful, 
that their Souls fhall be as a watered garden, and they 
ſhall wantno comforts. To 

:Ferſe 13. Sohe teacheth all both young and old, the 
manifold and tender Mercies of God to every Soul 
that waits on hint. © Fr EIN >, oy 

- Verſe 14. "Making his Miniſters glad intheir Con: 
verts, andall thatare converted, tobe ſatisfiedwith 
his goodneſs. n 4.7 LES 31412287 

Verſe 15.. Then he fhews how: tlie people: of God: 
art aſflicted.,:that.they are not able to. bring; forth: 
fruits unto the:Lord, figured : by Rachel weeping'fir 
ber Children, ant refuſmg to be comforted. becauſe they 
were. zot.,, whom: he comforted; ig! 

Yirſe 16. That their ſorrow- ſhall be:tuenedints. 
Joy ;, for they ſhall bedebivered'from their enemy... © \ 

. Verſe 17.. Andferve the Lord in the end, town;it 
the latter days, which is the time of 'Chriſt';- forivhar- 
whichis of the fleſhiis firſt, it'hach our beginniapp!c! 

' Verſe 18. Then he teaches under the Name of E- 
phraim, that others are lamenting that they: areas an! 
uttamcd Calf,, therefore the chaſtiſements and. covrettion 
of Gid are-uponithem-; therefore they pray; Convert: 
thou me, and I ſhall be converted. _ oft 

. Perſe 19, Acknowledging', : nothing wilt preval 
with their hard hearts but the power of God ;'and ll 
that by Gods-power tifey- were 'converted; and tLev- | 
they repented; rhty ſmate upon thr thigh ,, to wit, wete” ff | 

Y | Oh 
aſtoniſhed at'the greatneſs and multitude of theiv fins, WI 
yea they were nes and-confounded to: ſee the ; 
vileneſs of thoſe things wherein they had delighted I - 

Verſe 20. Theh he lers them know how the-Lod I t 
owns for his dear Children theta'that are ſdafflidtedin 
their minds for fin, andiopens the bowels of his-mer- 
cies to them , /and potſrs-eut his-compaſſions'vpsn 
them. le | Poſe 


| 
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| F2ſe21. Then he admoniſhethevery- Soul to. re- 
y. nanber cheir former ſinful eftate- and- rebellions'4> 
fl gant God, and to return unto the:Lord : for, - © 

«WM - Fiſe 22. He wronght a wonderful 'thing in the 
ul: earth; Jeſus is born of a Virgin that knew no-mar; 


fpnifying; that our Salvation-thall be-by God alone, 
00-13an can do any thing in-it- -.--. >: / 

Verſe 23. Then he teacheth that all that are thus 
comtrted, ſhall rejoyce inthis eſtate,/and bleſs God 
for it! calling it the Habitation of Fuſtice ,a holy moun- 
z4n, becauſe Juſtice is exerciſed toi. puniſh Sinzers, 
and'Mercy to fave the Sowl, whence ariſcth erue ho- 
licels ; wherein, +: 

Vaſe 245 All: forts of people doi meet, the Hui 
lands and! the Shephend';; every Þoor Labourer is 
$acceptable ts God as they thar ſpend their time 
10 religious exerciſes; for -it”s no mans doing any 
thingro pleaſe God ;but its ' + 
"RE 25. God ſerieying the meaty avid ſerronfut 


Verſe 26. This makes mans: heart joyful, and his 
Blep ſweet ito: him. - 

"Vieſe-254, Then heteacheth the people, that both 
lxſororks arc the Lbtds..' - 
il WW 74/458. Even totoot out and pluck uP-every fin 
d = and buile the Soul in righreouſneſs , and 
I this whe filling their Souls with bleffednieſs in chems 
re" ſelves and\all enjoyments. - 
"Varſo 29. And therefore they ſhal fas ' 16: more the FA- 
hers have '6aten ſowr grapes, and the Childrens teeth 

#0 ſet on edge; as if the "Children ſhould ſuffzr for 

the Fathers Sin. SES 

Verſe 365 For they ſhall know that every Sinner: 
muſt be! ehaſtifed for his owndin, and that it 'i3 fron 
ele God: toTonvert his Soul, 
Mm2 F.e;4 
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516  ' An Expoſition of the 
. . Verſe 31. Again he teacheth the differencebetwixt 
.the Law and the Goſpel., calling them two. Cove. 
nants,but abſolutely contrary ; the firſt propounded 
. Works, and Curſe to the Tranſgreſſors ; ſo it leaves 
every man-under Curſe : for all tranſgreſs'it, though 
.Ged ſhew great kindneſs to them. 
 Verſ: 32. The latter isa Covenant of Grace, pro- 
Pounding,: : ri: | PPE, 
-- Perſe 33. That God will thereby write his. Lawn 
their hearts, and forgive their ſins, and teach:themty 
know him in truth ; ſo that, _.. bc3505 30); ood 
Verſe 34. They ſhall not be taught of men ; And, 
Ferſe 35. This ſhall ftand as ſure for ever astht 
Sun ſhall give:light on the day, and: the Moon and 
the Stars on the. night, ſo+fure ſhall' they: that reſt 
upon this /new' Covenant ,, be the true 1/ae/:; the 
People of. God; for ever. - 4 oo 21012191 
Henceforward is the Hiſtory of the performance 
of the Judgments-of God declared hy the: Prophet 
againſt Feruſalem,and his Sufferings,and his declati 
of Judgments: of Go againft' other Nations ,.a 
ſome Prophecies of great Mercies of God to Iſrael 
and 7eruſalew, ſometimes under ;.the name. of the 
Houſe of Facob, and David,:and ſome Prophecies-of 
reſtoring. of other Nations ;ia the latter days" all 
which are to be underſtood eoncerning the; true /ſrael 
who are the Seed of Abrahams, -920t us ang 
but of Gerriles alſo, who walk, in the ſteps of the Faith 
of Abraham, who are that new;Feruſalcm that #- fron 
above ; for they are regenerate of God; it. is-not-the 
work of man; and this is that whereof the Apoſtle 
faith, that che Spirits of the\Prophets enquired snto.mmt, 
or what manner of time they pi opheſied; 16 whom 3t was re- 
vealed, that the ths 1g5 they propheſicd pert ained not mn. 
then ſe.ves, but ui to 1 that were to come after, that th 
£2 wit 
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pithont #1 ſhould not be perfett ;, that as they denounced 
Jadements not only againſt 7/-ael, but alſo againft 
other Nations, and propheſied of Mercies to both ; 
this figured that by {the work of Grace both Profefſ- 
fors and prophane perſons ſhould die and ſuffer with 
Chriſt; for the deſtruftion of the Fleſh, becauſe all 
py in the. Luſts of the Fleſh, or. in fleſhly or carnal : 
rofeſſion, before they know any thing of the power 
of God ; butthey that are ſo mortified by his power, 
ſhall be partakers of all his Grace, though they were 
never ſo wicked before. ot 
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EZEKIEL, 


Chap. 1 ZEXKIEL begins to declare unto us 


Verſe 4- 4 a Viſion given to himof God; firſt, a 
Whirlwind came out of the North, which figures Gods 
power appearing upon man ; for mans heart is cold 
and frozen, dead in fin, as all the Plants of the earth 
xedead in winter, by cold, froſty, Northern blaſts, 
and the power of God comes as a Whirlwind, no 
blowing him one way, but whirling him round abour, 
to ſearch out what is in him ; for the Lord will ſearch 
him as with Candles, that all his fin may be manifeſt- 
ed, and all the deceitfulneſs of his Heart, even all 
his Hypocrifie may be diſcovered, and then there?s a 
eat Cloud, arid a Fire wrapped about it, and abright- 
meſs, and #8 the midſt of 'the Fire as the likeneſs 
Amber. When God ſearches man, his fins. are 
found as a thick Cloyd ; but there?sa Fire and bright- 


teſsabout it, and in the midlt of it likeneſs of Am- . | 


ber; for ſinful man hath burning Cruelty in hismind, 
9ut in the migſt of jt a pretence of Goodneſs. 
CT TO, 9am 3- roſa 


1513 + Un Expoſitid'ofthe 
: . Perſe 5. Alſo out of the midſt thereof tawint Hi fil 
eſs of four Beafts. Sinful 'man 'is a Beaſt by know. 
edge, he harh corrupted all his ways , he is altope- 
ther become abominable inthis doings, his Life is the 
power of iniquity, his Light is meer darknefs, his 


Heart deceitful; and his'ways wicked; yet hath he 
The Face of a man ; he makes a ſhew as the heft'6f 
Gods Creatures, created'in his image, and [for his 
Glory. But, ; 3 118 uy” py 
" Verſe 6 &-10- He hath fonr Faces ;, for thotigh he 
make the ſhew of a man, he appears in his Actions 
to be a Lion,fierce and cruel,devouring oneanother, 
fo is helike a heaſt given to ſenſuality and brutiſhneſs, 
worſe than the Ox and the Afs, yet flotes he like an 
Eagle, and Tets himſelf -above all that is called God 
in heaven andearth : And every one had four wings; 
two were ſpred out above, as if he would he; for 
man muſt flie'from the fight of God, to live in ſecy- 
rity and forgetfulneſs of God , and therefore with 
two he covers his body, he wonld not have that body 
of fin ard luſt to be ſeen ; bat gathers feathers (as 
Adem ſewed Fig-leaves ) to Cover his nakedfie, 


that his ſhame ſhould not be feet. 0 
: -Perſe 5. He hath Peer ihe Calves fort ; forts 
walkin? is in wickedneſs ; his feet are unclean, Jeſus 
bath not waſht them, and therefore he hath ,no: fel- 
lowſhip in the adminiſtration:pf theGoſpel;no pirt in 
Feſus,yetrhey fparkle /ike the apearance of bright braſs, 
the- hypocrite-makes a great ſhew , as if all his ſteps 
were orderd by the Lord, and the word of His Tfuth. 
"Verſe $. And the hands of maj: came from under ther 
9775; when man hath covered while he' can, Is 
actions waniteft him' to be.but man; for by hands 
arc {2nified_his doings. DO RE NS 
| Jer ſe 9, & 11. They were joyntd by their wings gi 


Ll 
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»avther ; though there be many forms of Religion 


a imong men, wherein they differ in opinion, yer they 
« BW ret in this, that they all deſire to out-fly all others, 
h> I [2 Paul ftrove to ontſtrip all his companions.) | 
T4 Perſe. 12. When they went forth , they returned mt, 
he WI cnery 72 were firaight forward. Man never turns to 
of MW God, but goes on {till in his wickedneſs till God bring 
\* WM him back by a way he hath not known, for the Spirit 


of man carries him ſtill into luſt and enyy, 

Verſe 13. The ſimslitade alſo of the Beaſts was like 
burning coals of fire, and like Lamps. ran among the 
Beaſts, and gave a Gliſfter, and out of the Firewent 
Lyktning,. and the Beaſt ran, and returned like Light- 
wg This is the ſame with the fourth Verſe. | 
' Verſe 15, Now as I beh<ld the Beaſts,: behold a wheel 
gon the earth having four faces. Man is made like a 
wheel, he runs round all his day, and no further at 
tight ; as he lives, ſo he dies. | 
. Verſe 16. The faſhion of the wheel and their work. 
ma like a Chriſolue ;, all of one form, as one whecl :12 
anther wheel ;, to wit,, man in his haſting ſeems as a 
precious ſtone ,, even like Gold; and. though they 
tave four faces, yet are they joyned as one within 
anotlier; for all this beautiful and haſty Religions 
al one body of hypocriſie ; when they wezt, they went 
pon their Fo ſedes, they. returned not wheathey.went ; 
2sit was ſaid of the Beaſts before, for they,are all 
one, and their going one, and their ſtanding :one. 
and their lifting up one, and their. Spirit one ; ai / 
thereforeit is manifeſt thar all ſignifies but one th. ©. 
ren mans wicked mind, and hypocritical : 
laſting on in wicked ways, as Paul was.1 iding, : , 
maſcus to..perſecute-the Saints , (thetefoxe .t- -. 
that their Rings and height was fearful to berul- 
Ttnota moſt terrible thing, that man profeſling, -+ 
| M m 4 — oy 
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gion ſo ſtrictly, as Paul, to be ronching the righteyſ. 
neſs of the Law of God blameleſs , ſhould be a perſe- 
cuter of Jeſus, and all that called upon his Name: 
And they were ſull of eyes round about ; manis quick- 
ſighted to ſpy a moath in another mans eye, there 
goes no man by but he cenſures him of ſome fault, 
while he juſtifies himſelf; for his eyes are wandring 
round about, never turned inward to ſee the great 
Beam that 1s 1n his own eye. Now there is a Fir 
mament ſpred over their heads above, wonaer ful like tn 
zo Chriſts/. The Word of God is upon man, over 
his head, what way ſoever he turn him, though with 
his wings he ily, and make a noiſe as if he were God; 
yer this is Judge of all, and when he is brought to 
a ſtand, and his wings let down , his pride pull 
down, then he ſhall hear a voyce from the Firms 
ment diſcovering all his iniquity and hypocriſie z for 
above their heads ts the faſhion of a Throne like a Saphir- 
ſtone, even the Throne of God, whence true and 
clear JuCgEn is given againſt all iniquity ; hut God 
in the midſt of judgment remembers mercy; for « 
bove the Throre is the likeneſs of a man , even theLotd 
Jeſus ,-for theres the likeneſs of the Rainbow, Gods 

' _ Covenant of Mercy after Judgment with all the po- 
 fterity of Nah. | 
This is the true opening of the Viſion of Gods 
Glory; for jt is the Glory of God, and the Viſion 
which he gives to every Miniſter of the Word, to 

- diſcover all mans Sin, Iniquity and Hypocriſie, and 
Gods juſt Judgments hanging over his head tofall 
upon him for the deſtruction cf ſin, yet his Mercy 
exalred in Chriſt,triumphing over Judgment, to fave 
£very broken-hearted and afflicted {Sinner. God 
ſends not his Prophers to fhew to man his Cherubims, 
as the Tranſlator holds out in the Margin (for £ no- 
: : | - -thiog 
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7 CONCELNS man }). nor to ſet forth thoſe gloriong 
keelsin the likeneſs of miſs-formed Beaſts ; but he 
:-ds all bis Miniſters 'to make known to. man, how 
»bath caſt off the form and image of God, wherein 
v was Created , and hath qa om it itito the like- 
ih of raging and- devouring, beaſts, ſo that his 
Het is become a Cage of. unclean birds, and a Qen 
 inclean beaſts; this is the work of the Miniſtry, 
nl the true-interpretation. of all Viſions ; for when 
þe promiſeth that old men ſhall have dreams, the young 
ul ſee viſions , the meaning 1s no other, but that 
jd Chriſtians that have experience of theſe things 
all meditate of them by Night as well as by Day ; 
ud that theſe things ſhall be manifeſted to young 

men, to babes in Chriſt, as clear as if. they ſaw them 
ith their eyes : And that this is the true interpreta- 
ton of the Vifion, appears by what follows ; For, *: 
7rſe 28. The Prophet ſhews, that upon the fight - 
if the Viſor, he fell upen his face ;, but then, + 
Chap. 2. Ver. 1, 2. The Spirit entred into him, and 
t him upon hs feet ;, and the Lord ſends him to te- 
ſite to 7ſ-ael all their Rebellion, that they are Re- 
bl, Thorns and Scorpions; and he gives him a 
lol written within and without, | 
Vſe 10. Lamentation, Mourning and Wo; to wit, 
de juſt Judgment of God to bring them to ſight of 
beirfins, and to mourn under it. ps 

Chap. 3. Verſe 3. And when he did eat the Roll, :t 

Ws 4; ſweet as honey #n his mouth; which ſignifies, that 
tisvery delightful to a true Miniſter of God to de- 
Care faithfully the Judgments of God againſt Sin. 
Ariin, when the Spirit tock, him up, and he ' heard the 
miſe of 4 great ruſhing behind him, ſaying, Bleſſed be the 
bhryof the Lordout of this place ; ſignifies, that God 
Would reprove ſig even in them that were in capti- 
a Bl Te ITE | 


5s2 -|-i'>xlhy Expokibiditof the 
ity; as well axin thoſe at Feruſelem. And when 


- heard the Viſion that he had ſeen before, hewenth 
bitterneſs and indignation' of His Spirit , towit, bs 
was full of grief, that they ſhould ſtill be fo fullo | 
Wen EE 7 12 £10520 OT 
© Thus when' the Lord ſends' him to reprovegg 
there is ſome. manifeſtation of the Vion pivents 
tim. Now whereas the Beaſts deſcribed'inthe vii 
on, are called Cherubims, thereby is ſignlfied tn 
Miniſters of the Word, 'who have themſelves ber 
ſinful and hyporritical, and 'being converted byth 
Pore of God , have experience to preach untog 
thers, to make known bath'the wiles of Satan, an 
the operation of the Grace of God. And .that-on 
of themiis ſaid to rake fire from the Altar , it Tynih 
eth preaching Chriſt Jefus thepower of God-.to yy 
rife the Soul from all iniquity. OY 


j 


' Cap. 4. By a lony Siepe, whereby comes 2 pie 
Dearth and Famine, is ſignified the power 'of Gy 
pon the Soul: ſo diſcovering ſinfalnefs' of all pang 
and Powers, that man cannot tell what todo, a; 
1s fard, If he abide in the City, there is Famine ; if ſh 
70 ont, there i the Sword ;, fo that it is ſaid, his m« 
hcaged np with thorns ;, this cauſes a great hunger 
_ the Bread of Life, the Lord Jeſus; So by the bres 
#ng the Stafſe of Bread in Feruſalem, is figured the Uk 
covery of the falfe Miniftry , and all that holing 
That it led man to, though to be rouching the right 
ouſneſs of the Law blameleſ}, to be loſs to mans 50u 
anddung mn the ſight of God. 51 .1-+ "al 
' Cap. 5. By the Hairs., whereof fore muſt be bin 
#n the fire, ſome ſmitten about with 4 kyuife, ſomt fil 
Zered in the wind, and a ſword drawn after then, 158 
Eured the manifold-operations-of the Word.of Gol I 
- for itis upon: ſome a burning fire, to burn vp iniqll 
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vs ſtubble ; to othets it is 25 2 ſacyificing kniſe, to 


«in the flefh 3 that the Soul may be offered a living 


5 ty» 
tet | 
Win fecitity, and 2s a (#duble-edged Sword, to di- 


crifice acceptable to God; to others, It is as a ter- 
+ whirlwind, to drive them out of their Seat that 


between the matrow 'and the bone, that all that 


10; of man may be deftroytd; that mans Salvation may 


only by free Grare 3; but there are" few to whom 


its 5 the tap or boſom of God to comfort thetn;, 
Wi they moſt be caſt inco the midſt of the. fire; to 


it, perſecuted and deſtroyed by 'the hypocritical 
hurch, and thereof ſhall a fire come into all. the 
Heufe of 1/-ael ;, for-thefeare bis anointed ones, his 


Wrophets, and he commanded, 'Touch ot mine anoint= 


u, a my Prophets no harm; for: he' that toucheth 


PhlMten; coucheth the 'Appte of his eye; and therefore 


Wer vill avenge'the blood of his Saints. This is the 


iniquity of thewortd, they hate and perſecute 
Ie Erie o Got for Herecicl, ; and Gebler it were 
[hen ( faith the.Lord Jeſus) that a Milftone were 
aged about their netk.,” and they caft into the miilſt of 
ie Sea, than to offend one'of them. © -— 
Crap, 7. Verſe g9. Te thall know that T am the Lord 


hc ſrmiteth. Till God extol the Law, and apply 


idement upon the Soul of man, he never knows 
lat it is the Lord z white man appheth the Law, he 


ney ill apply it ſharply againſt others, but he puts 'the 
geil day far from himſelf, and cries peace to his owt 
USO), as Pax! ( whilſt he was aPhariſee) preached 


(Sal donow the Law to the conderanation of o- 


ers, but he thought” Himſelf touching that righte- 

aſteſs blameleſs 3. therefore he ſays., be was alive 
hou: the Law; but when God applied it, then he 
:=% it not up himſelf; but it came as-a-ſtrong man 
Wd, and threw downall excuſes, and falle "—_ 
an 
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and gave life to Sin, and brought death and cy; 
upon the Sinner ; this is the. ſmiting ' of God, 
'then man knows that it is God, and cries, 7how 
ned againſt Heaven. = 15 
Verſe 13. Neither doth any enconrage himſelf in 
pKniſhment of his life ; to wit, No man acknowled 
eth that the evil he pa by Famine, Sword, þ 
ſtilence , or: any Loſſes, Croſſes, or Trouble, 
the hand of God upon him, to corre or chaſj 
.him, for the amendment of his Life, thatit mig 
.be an encouragement unto him to turn unto God, ; 
a loving Father that corrects him out of love,topt 
to him with comfort, believing that God whichcq 
ects him for ſin, will give him newneſs of life... 
: Perſe 16. They that flee away from hers fob q 
the mountains as doves of the valleys. This 1s.; excs 
lent deſcription of the People of God. . Ft he 


flee from the wicked, not to accompany them, | 
not to eat with them. ' Secondly, They ſhall be 
on the Mountains, to wit, exalted, though like doit 
. of the valleys, to wit, meek and lowly ; yea, up 
the Mountains, to wit, in. the fleſh, as in a Land 
| Sroug] t, where no. moiſture is; though Doves 


the valleys, to wit, heirs of the Kingdom of Heavel 
whence their Souls are filled with all the conſolation 
of Life in Jeſus ; ſo he proceeds, \ + 
Verſe 17. To ſhew their ſorrow for Sin, the ſen 
of their own, weakneſs. and inſuffticzency to Ul 
Verſe 18. Their humbling themſelves, their fe: 
of God, how they are aſhamed of all their wick 
courſes. And, ES, 
Perſe 19.Their caſting off their Love to the world 
as ynprofitable either to Soul or Body. 4 


ol 
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(yi 8. Verſe 5- Behald: Northward at the Gate of 
"Ml. Altar, the 1dol. of indignation was. in the Entry: 
WM. wit, when man enters into the Houſe of God, a 

"Mic beart not uprighit,” certainly. there is-an IdoÞ'in 
. Witt Entry. which cauſes the . indignation of God; 
i WMglen man offers: Birtts-and Beaſts; and offers not 
"Win Body j. Soul and! Spirit unta-the! Lord; 'or 
"Wyo he brings a proud heart, boaſting of, or at leaſt - 


Fcorfding, in his OW wiſdorn and righteouſneſs, when 


Mike ſhould come with a:broken; ſorrawful heart, de- 
*Wrrizg all ſufficiency to any good inhimſelf, and truſt- 
- Wiz in the free mercies of God ; + fi tt 
Yerſe.6. This is that idolatry that God:is diſpleaſ- 
I mich; which makes him depart from all places of 
"his external worſhipz but when Jeſus:comes to man, 
 "W-rd teaches him to-worſhip in ſpirit: and truth, ther 
Mill God ſup with':him, and -dwell with him''for 


' Herſerm; 1 lookgd, : and behold a bole an theapall. WRETSETY 
"i Verſe 8. 1 diggedy' anvibebold a dborp mm 
:Vaſe 10; 1 mentin; and bebold. every: fimilitude 'of 
ring things,” and abeminable brafts,” and: all rhe Idols 
f the. Hauſe of Iſrael paimed upon the wall round abogt.” 
yell Verſe. 114 Andthere: ftood before them: feventy-men of 
tt Anticnts of the Houſe: of Iſrael; and ii thewidſt of- 
bem,” corny 1an With eas Ceriſer in bichand,——— - - 

JJ. /oſer2. Andhe'ſaidtro we, haſt thou'feen what the 

Wrients of the Houſe of :]fract' do . in the' dark; every 
in the Chamber: of his; Images ? © Thiis' isa Viſion, 
Mereby:the Lord ſhews tothe Prophets what the -hy- 


Ctites-or carnal. worſhippers of //raet:do in'the 


Wks !every one: in the: Chambers .of but Imagery, not in- 


of" ebanters, as rhe Margin holds forth, but in the- 


ecrets of his deceived and deceitful heart; for that: 
i1tybich is hid from man, and which God reveals 
| to 


726 .i:19f Expoſition: of the.": 
10 every:teue Minifter of the Goſpel, that they m; 
:e able tareprove every: feored iniquity, thitwhe 
the ſjnnes hears, cid is convinced, hes may'falt dont 
and canfeſs bat God is: inchet Niniſterof's wind 
And what arc:theſe ſecrets of .the- 2 even thi 
when man fhovld:go inrothe:Houſe of God,: hep 
__ a geen — worſhipping, towit 
dAOUEiNg, adorank or loving thecreeping thiriasg: 
thamidabie beaſts, and alt the. {dols of the | 
 ifacl,, te wit, Covetouſneſs; Prido;: Lultsy'g 
Fhe Heart igoes/creeping” after the-waulll adit 
Riches and Honours. Dh Mind 'vavnts andiply 
nes. in formboD Religion, everyane deffroyingagc 
gher like drate: beaſks.;" and; the:Afﬀettions piurſiniſ 
che filthy: tuſts: of the Fletls; ns pretend hi 
wotſhip of God ;; here's: Chatbers'0 inlay 
he;jmaginesimiſchieE uþoa his:bedy thinks he:cad poli 


feſs and practice Religion, and his ot oy oi 
ather things. : And the Proplicr 1 aut igumt wall ) 
before he ind eps this} \t0wit; he-mpuſb by the Word 
IP BP _ and ſearcreyery:fecret place yori 


if. aherebe {dl bdlows,. or lewe of the: world.) tharp! 
N@-£xile- leve.ok Gody wand>gho arc. they han: 
found.thus:excectied'$\ The Yfvcionts:of rhe Aowſi 
Hragh an prophane: perſons, ird tieathens;:bad JW! 
raclites, -proiafiers of the kidrand Worſipob Gu 
and nomad men nor ualcekned, nor light-mindid, 
uaſtable yaung'men, -but::of the »Ancicxts and Þri 
c&s.z 19 that there*s nothing wanting that they" weroli: 
naitrue warſhippiees of. God; bat: the cruel foyndati 
og, even thexegeneration-of Life,' to: be wenCreniſ 
tyres in Chriſty. without whick>no: entrance -inteti 
Kingdom of 'Heaven, or true faith in: Chriſt; withon 
Which it is impoſſible: to pleaſe 'God, - 11+ !* Ke 
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E” PilieniiCoptirin Ezeleel, 


Vaſe is « Turn thee + "thaw ſhalt ſee 01, ab, 
w; and he cauſed me to enter at the Gate of th 
Hſe mars the North, #nd behold there ſat Won 
mping: for - Farm mma. 7 his 1s alfoa Viſions 'not a 
real thing , As the Margin ſeems to hoId'fartts, that + 
or write that this Fammaz was a' Prophet of the 
who after his death was mourned forone night * 
ny year; therefore this-Viſion may*ſigwifie, that + 
mien, who are weaket mn Judgment',” but ſtranger” 
7 * dfeion and zeal, then men, wher'they/enteree \ 
to the Houſe of God, were weeping dvyunder ſence 
f their ſinfulneſs , but they rather: wept'-that they 
heved not the 1dol Prieſts.and Pr $ then that"? 
ky obeyed not the trae'Miniſters, t e Prieſt: or Pros 
ets of Go; for the Apoſtles tells'vs dhatfalfe A. 7 
Hes led Caprive ſimple Women, that wore: lays lemn- 
ed never came tothe knowledpidf tht Truths," Tor 
h ie ldol Prieſts teach the word of God'Þy* Lins/and 
Meeps; Riles, Deſſdos and [nſtrntohs, -herealit- 
and theren little, 'their henrers cam never come to + 
twnledg-of the Truth, for they /buifd"wichout'a' 
eundetiott :hut true Miniſters teach tat voteſsuhe 
widation be Kid, 'the building will 647 whewit'” 
imes'to tryak, as our” Safiour- tavghe', and * all>his* 
Fmphers 4nd A panic $,"that withour ReliteRtatibn;! ; 
R6Crhce! wen K. given ; "Repearifarice" given,” 
ne wrought by os ks of 'God' "ed abroad in 
ir hearts,” 211. _ Religions Hypocricy; our zeal” 
otatre'of God; and perſecution ef:Chriftzind his! 
utts, his True Church but falſe-Prieſts; (for whom 
leſe womaniſh Profefſours:mourn ) 'the Nanipaz-" 
# teach that Love and Faith and' Repentarice are! 
ities mer. muſt-do, ro-pleafe Ged with 2Hy and ob-- 
I Heaven and Eternal-LLife, rhey--cannot endure: 


; 0 thing be given to ſinners-by the free: grace- rs 
(30 
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God, but conditionally that man be ſo holy and walk 
ſo zealouſly, ad ab 
Verſe 17. Thus they caſt out a'ſtink before their Noſe, 
Verſe 18. For God abhorreth: ſuch-Sacrifices, and wil 
net hear nor pity them. | iOizer' 
Chap. 11. Verſe 15, Son of man thy Brethren=—. 
the men of thy kindred, and the whole Houſe of ]ſru 
are they to whom the Inhabitants of Feruſalemhave ſud, 
depart ye for from the Lord.for the'land # given utinpof- 
ſeſton :. Here by the Prophets, Brethren and: Kindred, 
underſtand not his Kinfolks after the fleſh; but his 
Brethren in the Faith of Jeſus ; therefote he calls 
them alſo che whole Houſe of Iſrael, to wit.;the troe 1/- 
reel or eleft of God, that: walk in the fteps of. the 
Faith of Abraham: By Inhabitants of Feruſalem, is 
derſtand carnal Profeſſors, zealous Hypocritgs;whith 
always drive out and perſeeute-true Chriſtians, and 
claim to themſelves to be the-people of God: | ;\'-. 
Verſe 16. Although I have caſt thews far off away the 
Heathen, and ſcattered theni among the Countruts + w- 
derſtand hereby, Gods diſcovering by hiswort-their. 
unrighteouſneſs, and pouring out his judgments. 
upon Heathens guilty of the like ſins, for he willnat 
ſpare his people, but will make all alike in the day 
his Judgment ; for his ſword muſt begin at his own houſe; 
when he ſifts the Nations with @ fjeve of Vanty-, yet wb 
he be a little Sanituary unto them ;; to wits he will fan- 
Qifie them to himſelfby his Judgment, for they. ſha 
' be to them asthe corrections of a loving Father,. and 
Verſe 17. He will gather. them again, and give tht 
the land of Iſrael z to wit his free Grace and-Faith 
Jeſus, whichiis the'proper Land, or dwelling place 
to Gods people, and then both Father and. Son wil 
ſup with them and dwell with them ; and they 11v10g 
by Faith in Jeſus, will Fer pa 
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Verſe 18. bring forth good fruit and caſt away all 
[dolatry., and every hippocritical way, which is abo- 
mination to the Lord, 

Verſe 19. and the-Lord w:ll give them one heart,"and 
anew Spurit, 

Verſe 20. That they may walk in his Statutes, and ex- 
ecxte bis Fadgments ; for none can do ſo until the Lord 
zire thoſe great gifts. SK 

Chap. 13. Verſe 2. Here is a full diſcoyery of the 
falſe Miniftry ; Firſt , Thcy Prophecy out of their own 
Hearts, and yet they [ay hear the word of the Lord: To 
Prophecy our of taeir own hearts , is promiſing, 

Verſe 10. Peace where no Peace ts, to Wit, from 
their own zeal and holineſs ; whereas the word ofthe 
Lord is, being juſtified by Faith , we have Peace with 
64d; therefore | 

Verſe 5. They ſtand not in the gap, nor make up the 
hrdre to ſtand in the Battle in the day of the Lyrd, to 
wit, to reſiſt Satan unto bloud ,, to overcome the 
world, to crucihe the fleſh and its luſt ; to mortifie 
the worldly mind in all its out goings after Riches, 
Pride and honours of men which none can do, but 
only. by Faith in Chriſt ; for by it alone is the heart 
puritied, and to the impure all things are unclean, even 
the very Conſcience 15 defiled ; yet tzHe Teachers preſs 
men to perform theſe things, as duties they ought to 
0,never mentioning Chriſt,except as a Lawgiver en- 
pyning them to perform theſe things; and oppoſing 

Fit Dodrine of Faith: moſt bitterly ; for when Paul 
aught that Doctrine, they made his hearers believe: 
that he was out of his wits. 

1 Verſe 10. Therefore one builds a Wall ,, and others 
dah it with untempered Morter : By the buildmy of a . 
Wal,-it-is to fortifie themſelves againſt Satan and lin, 
by their own widom, ſtrength and Rightzouſneſs, 

N n 


$30 An Expoſition of the 

Fo dan it with untempered morter,is to uphold that wall 
with their own care and diligence ; here's a tottering 
wall and untempered Morter ; for here's no word of 
Chriſt who is the foundation , or elſe the building 
Cannot ſtand; 

Ferſe 13. For God will ſend a ſtormy wind, and great 
flrowres, and hail ſiones upon it in hs indignation, and de 
ſtroy ut even to the Foundation: to wit, he will difco- 
ver all hypocriſy of the heart, and pour out his wrath 
upon the Hypocrites. 

Verſe 14: Till they be confounded and aſhamed of al 
their ways and wickedneſs of their hearts, that they 
may return unto the Lord, in great contrition and 
brokenneſs of heart, and confeſſion of all their hearts 
deceitfulneſs, and in earneſt Prayer , that God'wil 
£1ve them a new heart, and renew a right fpirit with- 
in them; for this is the gratious and glorious wotk 
of God, todeſtroy every falſe building of man, that 
he may build man upon a true Foundation, even fs 
free mercies in Jeſus, that foundation which he hath 
laid in S707,be that believes in it.ſhall never be confound- 
ed; and they thar are built upon this Foundation, ſhal 
never build their former houſe again ; to wit , they 
ſhall play the Hypocrites no more , but ſtand Redfaſt 
in the Faith, for ever ; for they ſhall be kept by the pow- 
er of God ;, and then that falſe Doctrine, which 1s but 
lite IRIS 

Verſe 18, 19, 22: Pillows wider the Arm holt, 
and Y ailes upon the head of a Piftare; to wit, eaſy flat- 
tering Doctrine , only an iniage-or likeneſs of holi- 
neſs, which makes the Hypocrites glad , will cauſe 
ſadneſs to their hearts, that” are-truly converted to 
God. a4 
Chap. 14. from Y. 3. to Verſe 24. Here thel.ard de- 


clared that the Doctrine of every true Mine: - . 
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licoyer the Jecret iniquity which is in the heart of 
erery profeſſor that comes to hear,/as if he deſired to 
te guided by the word in all his ways, and to deſtray 
that Hypocricy, and alſo to manifeſt the DoCtrine of 
the falſe Prophets or falſe Miniſters , and to deliver 
his people from all falſe DoCtrines, and eſtabliſh.them 
inthe-truth, and this will fill chem with joy and com- 
fort; that they are delivered from falſe Teachers, and 
falſe Doctrines, and- Praiſe the Lord for, it; and ro 
juſtiie him in all his Judgments againſt. them. 

Chap. 15. By this ſimilitude of a Yine, he ſhews 
that man by nature is.of pa worth to the light of God ; 
or that he cannot do any thing in the: ſervice of God ; 
much leſs when he is grown up, for his power is de- 
troyed by fin, as the Y4ze.is burnt with fire, his heart 
hardened by fin, his mind blinded and deluded by Sa- 
tan, to take good for evil, and evil for good, &c. 

Chap. 16. Here is the great parable., that ſhews 
mans natural eſtate again, Firſt, from his. Parents. 

Verſe 3. Secondly, that:there was none that pitti- 
« him, ſo much as tg do any work for-him, whereby 
lisfoul might be ſanCtified and ſaved ; + 
 Virſe-4. Whereby.-carting the Navel ," figures the 


Gapging of the mind from earthly things'to heaven- 


ly ; from carnal and litteral to ſpiritual, 

Verſe 5: and by waſhing with water-, is figured the 
leanfing' the affections from ſin , and ſeeking after 
{mporabagd viſible things , to eternal and inviſible 
things : and; by /elting wth: Salt , is figured the eſta- 
iſkingof the Soul to.live by Faith;thet. it he-not cor- © 
ped with-falſe Doſtrines : and ſwaxloig in Claths, 
bgures confirming the ſoul to live in love'to God and 
Man;even tothe enemies by the love.of Gad ir Teſus, 
ad cafting-into the open field, figures leaving him to 
lunklt deſtroy hemſelf by his own: corrupt nature : 

f N-1.-2 4 eric 
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Verſe 6. Thirdly, That God had pity 01 141 tn this 
poEuted eſtate, and miniſtred unto him allthings that 
were needful. | 
Verſe 7: Where by ſaying to the Soul , Live, 
is figured the giving of Jeſus Chriſt ( that living 
Word ) - unto him, or revealing of Chrift in 
him, or appearing in. Chriſt to reconcile the 
world to himſelf; for alhthisis one : as alſo to make 
man a new Creature in Chriſt, and by cauſing him to 
multiply as the bud of the field, is figured implanting 
him inco Chriſt, that he may bring torth much fruir; 
and by getting excellent Oraaments; 1s figured receiv- 
ing the Gifts of Gods free: Grace; as, the-holy Spi- 
rit to guide him, and Faith to implant him into 
Chriſt, &c. And by the Harr grown, is figured the 
being comely in the fighr of God. And all thee 
1 things, and all that was wanting in him to Sanctifica- 
{| tion and Salvation, God did for him , even whenhe 
ſaw him polluted inhis own blood. | 
Verſe 8. For it was the day of Love ;, whereby is i 
gured the free Grace of God, that he loves not man 
becauſe he is righteous, holy aud wife, but : becauſe 
| he is fooliſh ,-finfal, and hath need of his help; 
1 therefore it is written , He ſatisfierh the hungry with 
fi bread, and the needy with good things. And by ſpread 
| 31g his shirtsover him, andcovering his nakeaneſs or fil 
i# :bineſs, is figured forgiveneſs of Sins ; and by ſwea - 
$ | | ng unto bim, ard entring into a Covenant with-bim, ll 
| figurcd giving him aſſurance of eternal Life. | 
Verſe g. Andiby anointing with oyl, 1s figured -wil- 


e 


TH lingneſs and chearfulneſs'of mind to all the ways of 
i it God. And, | [I BINDS 
Verſe 10. By cloathing him with broydered work., 1s 
figured all the fruits of the Spirit, as Love ,:J0); 


Peace, which are glorious as Silver, Gold, - 
| ; earl; 
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þ; © fart; and they are wrought with Humility, Meek- 
"at W 16, Patience, which makea glorious embroydered 
work: And to be ſhod with Badgers Skins , figures 
«© the walking of a Chriſtian witha free heart in allthe 
ing WY ny of God : And to be grirt with fine Linney, and 
in MW cmrred ith Silk, is figured Juſtification by the Me- 
the Ml rcitsof Chriſts Sufferings. | | 
ke M Y/ere 11. And by Bracelets on the hands, and a 
to W Chain about the neck, is figured,, that Chriſt hatia 
ing W made him King and Prieſt, and fo is the beautiful 
ir; W Crown upon the head. | 
iv. WY Verſe 12. But Frontlets upon the Face, © Ear-rings, 
pi- MW do figure the Memorial of the Love of God in Chret, 
nto Wl that man forget not his Goodneſs. 
the MW /erſe 13. By being beautiful, and growing into 4 
ele MW Kingdom, , is figured the exerciſe of all Chriſtian 
ca- Wl Virtues in due order ; as-ſometimes fervent Zeal, 
1he MW ardotherwhiles long ſuffering ; ſometimes glorying 
BW inthe Gifrs of Grace, and otherwhile ſelf-denial, 
; ff MI caſting himſelf down to the duſt. | 
nan W Verſe 14 And by ſpreading of the Name of a Chri- 
uſe i Sian among the Heathen, is declaring the mighty. - 
lp; york of God, that hath done-altthis himſelf; for 
with WI this is the perfect beauty 'of a Chriſtian to attribute 
ad-M alto God. © © 
film Yeofſe 15. By mans truſting in his own Beauty, and 
ea) - i Paying the harlot,, and pouring out fornication, ig grow- - 
, 5 ing proud of all theſe Gifts of God, and forgetting 
theGiver. ' ES: . | 
wil-W Yerſe 16. And by decking the high places with theſe 
; of things, is to be proud of them, and to deſpiſe them 
I ffathave them nor, and ſo to grow high-minded,and 
+ BN forget God, of whom he received them. 


07, Perſe 17. By making to himſelf Images of men of the 
and Wl Gold and Silver that God gave him, is tO account thele 
arl; | - Nsz:::-: Works 


—— 
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Works and Graces of God no more but what man 
may do by nature, or obtain by wiſdom, and fo to 
form himſelf into the Image or likeneſs of a_.Chri. 
ſtian, and account natural endowments and acquired 
wiſdom good Chriſtianity, and ſo to delight and glo- 
ry in them, as if they wereof God. This is, 

: Verſe 18. The ſetting Gods Oyl and Perfum: befor 
FHIem. 

| Perſe 19. $0 to ſe the Meat wherewith God fed bin, 
before them for a ſirect ſavonr, is to tell pleaſant ſto- 
riesof Chriſt, and Faith in him, to men that know 
nothing of any Godlineſs ; for this is the Goſpel 
which ſhould not be preached but to the poor, afti- 
Qed, broken-hearted ſinners ; for our Saviour com- 
mands not to give noly things to Dogs and Swine. 

Chap. 20. And ta ſacrifice our Sons and Daughtmm 
z0them to ve devoured, is to bring them up in acar- 
ral Religion ; for that will be deſtruction to their 
Souls, if God prevent not. : 

Verſe24. And to build bigh places in every Stret, 
is to be lift up in his mind in all things thathe 

doth. | | 
- Verfe35. And to open the feet, or play the hbarkt 
with every one that paſſeth by, is, to delight 1n every 
cne that makes a profeſſion of Religion , though 
he live not in the Life and Truth of Chriſtianity. 

Verſe 26. To commit fornication with the Egyptian, 
is to truſt unto them for help, and not truſt in God 
So likewiſe to truſt unto the 4ſſyrians and others, 18 
aduiterating the mind from God; and Gods -41m- 
miſnins mans erdinary, is not to continue his uſid 
g00UQnels to him. | \ 

Ferſe 25, And to deliver him to the will of themth# 
hate him , is to give him up to his own Luſt and 
harduels of heart, which: he calls Danghters of rp Wi 
| | : Fas, 
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s;; becauſe as the Philifims were continual ene- 
mies to /rael, ſo are theſe to Chriſtianity. 

Verſe 30. And to be weak #1 heart , 1s to trult in 
red MY any thing of the world, and not in God. 

ol Ml + Yoſt 33: And to hsre Lovers, 1s to allure others 
- intotheir Form of. Religion and Glory & Delight in 
fore MM them, whom God hath not brought in by his power, 
even Jeſus, who is the only power and wiſdom of 

bim, WM God to f: alvation to all. 

Verſe 27. By puniſhing Iſrael by the Heathens , both 
them they loved or rruſted ro, as Egyptians; and 
ſpel MW them they hated, as Afſyrmns and.Caldeans, to diſce- 
fi. WY ver «ll cheir filthineſs, and ftrip them naked, and deſtroy 
om- Ml their high Places. 

. Verſe 39. And to ftone them with ſlones, and thruſt 
ters MY them through with Swords , &c. all figures the work of 
car- M Godin the heart of man. 
heir Verſe 40. For it is that which diſcovers his filths- 

1s, and under that the-Servants of God cried, T he 
et, WM Wounds and Arrows of the Almighty ſtick, faſt in me; 
the MI a5d it's that that pulls down high places, to wit, 

brings the haughty mind to Humility, which Wars 
rt Villnever do ; for the Party overcome in Battel, is 
ery WM 02t brought by that to the fear of God, but rather 
ugh WJ 2d full of wrath, and ſeeking revenge. 
j Verſe 42. So will I make my wrath toward thee to 
an, tf, and my jealouſie to depart from thee, I will ceaſe 
od: WW #14be 10 more angry. - This is to preach the Goſpel ; 
, 5 ven all of man isdeſtroyed, then begins the Grace 
im *f God; Judgment and Wrath is cealed, and Mercy 
nal MW 4nd Love ſucceeds. 

Verſe 43: Here the repeating of mans wickedneſs, 

he Wl fiews, thar afcer Mercy is ſhewed, man remembers 

tis iniquities moſt of all, and how he nothing conſi- 
lcredthem before. Soo 


Nn 4 Verſe 
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Verſe 44,to 52. Comparing 1ſrael to the Heathens 
that were before them, and to Samaria and Sodom, (igni- 
hes, that when man is enlightned by the Lord Jeſus, 
he eſteems himſelf the chiefeſt of Sinners, even ex- 
cceding all others : But in that the Lord will reſort 
th-m all, and their Daughters, figures the free Mercy 
of God, that he hath no reſpect of perſons ; neither 
is it, more difficult with him to reſtore the moſt pro- 
oy or greateſt hypocrite, than' the leaſt ; for he 

aith, © 

Verſe 61. 1 will nat reſlere them by thy Covenant, to 
' wit, by the Covenant of Works; for- they ſhall not 

be reſtored by what they do to pleaſe me, but by my 
Grace and Gifts to ther, 
Chap. 17. By a Parable of two Eagles, the Prophet 
nguring 1ſraet dealing falſly with the King of Baby 
ton, and truſting in the King of Fgyp:, and threat- 
ning.his Judgments againſt 1/rael, for breaking hu Co- 
wenant with the King of Babylon, 1s figured mans re? 
yolting from Faithjn Gods Mercy, which is the C- 
venant of Grace, to obtain peace by his obedience 
to the Law, 2nd ſhew how he will powr out his Judg- 
ments upon him, even exalt 'the Law to condemn 
him and all his works, that he may utterly overthrow 
all his confidence in his own ways and works, and 
then he will plant him upon a high and great Mountain 
of - Iſrael, even his tree- Grace in Telus, which only 
belongs to the true J/rael, and there will he make 
him to abound with fruit in the ſicht of all the world, t0 
wit, all is Elect. | Fs. . 

Ch-p. 18. Ccncerning the Proverb, 7 he Fathers 
* hate eatca ſewr Grapes, and the Childrens teeth are ſet 

01 edge, 1t is ſpoken Fer. 31. And this Chapter isal- 
rogciher a full explication cf it. 


Chap. 
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(þ4p.20. Verſe 5. Here the Lord cauſes the Prophet, 
declare his Mercies to 7ſrael, and their Tranſgreſ- 
fonsin the Land of Egypt, which figures mans na- 
tural condition, wherein he is enſlaved to Satan, as 
[ſrl was here to Pharach. © 7 - 

Secondly, In the Wilderneſs ; which figures mans 
rofeſlion of the Worſhip of God, to be travelling 
towards Heaven; as 1/rael was'towards Canaan ; and 

Verſe 28. Thirdly, In'the Land of Canaan; which 
feures the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, where m3n ſhould 
lve by Faith in Jeſus, and in him enjoy all fulneſs, as 
jzl enjoyed the chief of all Lands flow:ng with alk. 
ally, WL ; <  m 

Yerſe 6. The Mercies of God fo 1/rael in Egypt, 
was his great deliverance of them from Pharaoh,that 
tad reſolved and contrived to extinguiſh the Name 
of I/-ael, and keep them in perpetual Slavery ; figu- 
ring the deliverance of our Souls from Satan, who 
tath chain?d us as faſt in Sin as a Priſoner under gates 
of Braſs and bars of Iron, that we'might never at- 
tain to be the people of God. ONO 

Verſe 8. Their Tranſgreſſion was , that they did 
wt caſt away the abomination of their eyes, nor forſake 
the Idols of Egypt. The firſt ſignifieth the worſhip- 
8g of a viſible God ; the latter fſignifieth worſhiping 
Godin a viſible form'; therefore 'M1oſes bids them 
remember that they make no Image of God of any like ; 
fo they ſaw ns form of him, although they heard his 
vyce, and ſaw his miracles. 

Verſe 1x. Gods Mercies to them in the Wilder- 
cis, were, That he gave them his Statutes, and Fndg- 
ments, and bis Sabbaths : the firſt declaring his dete- 
ſation of Sin ; and the other brings a Teſtimony ot 
Mercy, a Figure of Faith in Jeſus. © © * 
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Verſe 13. Their Tranſgreſſions were, they caf 
way bis Fudgments , to wit, the condemnation of : 
fleſhly luſts and earthly delights ; they walked ne ; 
bu Statutes, to wit, to live by Faith ; they polluted hj 
Sabbaths , to wit, they bleſt themſelves in carnal 
peace, which they promiſed to rheir Souls by thei 
own righteouſneſs; ard entered not into his reſt, by he 
Heving in his Mercies, and ceaſing from carnal Cor 
fidence iniitheir own Works. 

Verſe 16. Theſe were the Icols their Heart went af 
Fer. 
Verſe 25, That the Lord gave them Statutes thy 
Were n0t good, and Fudgments wherein they ſhould nit lint 
is giving them up to their own will and carnal mind, 
For to becarnally minded us death. 

God's Mercies to them in the Land of Canaa, 
were, to give them. victory over their Enemies, 


great Giants, and ſtrong Kings, which figures giving 
us. victory through Jeſvs oyer all our Sins, raging 
Lufts, and ſtrong Temptations of Satan ; and toen- 
joy a wealthy Land : which figures all the Comforts 
of the Spirit, and treaſures of Wiſdom and Knoy- 


Tedge in Chriſt. 


Verſe 238. Their Tranſgreſſiovs in the Land of C- 
aan were, that when they ſaw thick, Trees , andhigh 
Places, there they performed all their worſhips of God; 
which figures our attributing all our holineſs, an 
believing, and repenting to our own ſtrength, and 
wiſdom, and growing proud of it, and high mind- 
ed, therefore it is called, 

 Verſe2g. Bemah ;, which ſignifies a high Place : to 
this day man forgets that he hath nothing but what 
he receives from God, and learns not of Jeſus to be 


meek and lowly in mind. 
meek and low)y in mind. Val 
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Verſe 31. To make their Sons paſs through the fire, ig 
t bring chem vp 1n a carnal hypocritical Religion'z 
for that will bring them to the wrathof God, which 
isconſuring fire and everlaſting burnings. 

Verſe 34+ To gather them out of all Conntreys where 
they were ſcattered, With a mighty hand and ſtretched ont 
fn, and in wrath poured out , is to apply his Judg+ 
ments upon their Souls by his Law, that all their fins, 
fhereby they were ſcattered from God, may be dif- 
wrered, and they lie under the wrath of God. 

Verſe 35. 1 will bring you into the wilderneſs, and 
plead with you face ts face ;, this is to bring them to 
the ſence of their ſins: And, 

Verſe 36. To condemn all Sin by the Law, which 
kr yeve to theer Fathers in the wilderneſs in great Ter- 
wr, | | 
Perſe 37, Which is figured by paſſing under the rod, 
ad bringing them ##der the bond of the Covenant, to 
nit, under the Law, which is the Covenant of works, 
contained in this word, De this and Ive. 
Verſe 38. Whereupon every Rebel and Tranſgreſs 
ris ſeparated, that :bey (hall not enter into the Land 
f 1/rael ;* but, Tt 

Verſe 39. Given upto their own Luſts, whichis 
by toured by ſerving their own Idols. 

: ? Verſe 40. By my Holy Mountain, the bigh Mountaiz 
- f Iſrael, underſtand Free Grace , of the Life of 
- Faith; and by the Honſe of Iſrael \, underſtand True 
ic" Bi Believers, | 

Verſe 41. For all their Worſhips are acceptable. 
(0 tothe Father through Chriſt, and all their Life and 
bf Converſation amongſt men is 4 ſweet favour unto 

- omg Jeſus ; for he is the Altar that ſanCtifies 

6 Ut, 

Tobe ſanttified in his Feople before the Heathen, is, 

= = 
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to convert the heatheniſh' mind ' by the: fame Do- 
fine. to the ſame Faith. | 
'. Verſe 42. To-be brought into their Land which Gi 
gives them, 15 TO give tnemro believe. This figures 
that no man knows God but the Believer; as Pal 
faith, How ſhall they know him in whom they have mt 
beleved ? Eh I 
 FVerſe 43. And likewiſe that only Believers ſee the 
folly and wickedneſs of their former ways, and ſhal 
be aſhamed oi them, and condemn themſelyes for 
them. 0, HER erred 
Verſe 44. And they only ſhall acknowledge that 
Gods Metcies are free ; for they are wicked and m- 
worthy. | | « 

Verſe 47. Behold 1 will kindle a fire in thee, and it 

ſhall devour all the green wood and dry wood in thit: 
[This is the exalting of the Law , which the Apoſtle 
calls the fiery Law of Afoſes ;, and the green wood, is 
new invented ways of Religion; and the dry, is0ld 
Sin and Luſt; for the Law ts ſpiritual, and condemns 
all that is carnal.  ' | | 
i- Perſe 48. It is a continual fire in the-heart of a fin- 
ner, that will not be quenched ;, but all Fatts ſhallbe 
Durnt 1n it, to wit, all outward Forms of Religion 
ſhall be confounded ; and all in whom this is done, 
ſhall know that it is the Lords doing. 
© © Chap. 21. Here he prophefieth the deſtruftion of 
Feriſalem ; which ſhall be ſo great, that it ſhall d+- 
firoy the righteous with the wicked, and that the Lord 
ſaith, it ſhall not ſpare the Rod of his Son, meaning the 
King, whom he hath made his Son or Deputy to g0- 
vern the Land ; and by the Rod, he meaneth all his 
power and ſtrength ; by all which js figured the judg- 
ment of God, when he exalts the Law , it will cot- 
. gdemn all Fleſh,. eyeq all garnal ways er forms _ 
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jzjon, a5 much as the moſt prophane ; yea, though 
they glory in the Goſpel, which is the Rod or Pow- 
er of the Son of God, becauſe all glorying is carnal ; 
forits afleſhly wiſdom that apprehends the Goſpel 
when the mind is prided: in it ; for -a true ſpiritual 


"miſdom apprehending 'of the Goſpel by faith, ex- 


clades alt boaſting, which the Law will cut off, for 
itmaſt take away the: Diadem. and the Crown , even 
{zin the Pride of all fleſhly Glory ; ſo will God over- 
turn all the wiſdom, ſtrength and Righteouſneſs of 
man, that-the wiſe mani becomes a fool, the ſtrong 
weak, that'he. hath no: fufficiency' to one good 
thought ; the righteouſneſs of manas filthy as a men- 
ſrnons cloth, that there be none found in man, tilk 
he come whoſe it is, (even till Chriſt be revealedin 
the Soul; for he is the wiſdom 2nd the power, and 
te is the Lord our righteouſneſs ; yea he is the Dia« 
dem and the Crown ; for he is the King of the true 
[rae], and he will exalt the humble, and abaſe the 
high. And whereas the Prophet faith, that che King 
if Babel ſhall ſand at the parting of two ways, conſult- 
mg whether he ſhall come firſt againſt * Feruſalem, or a- 


gain the Ammonites,” and-he concludes to come firſt a- 


ganſt Feruſalem, it {rgnifies , that the Rod muſt firſt 
begin at the Houſe of God, he will perfct# his. work, upon 
Mount Zien.z then willhe ſift the Nations tn the ſieve of 
vanity; to wit, he will make man know that all his 
widom and power in earthly things is a vain thing ; 
for jt will not direct nor ſtrengthen his Soul to bring 
him to reſt 1n the end ; therefore he ſaith , He wilt 


Pead withthe Ammonites where they were created, be- 
Cauſe their Father was born in inceſt ;, ſignifying thereby 


thatno man ſhall be juſtified that hath not- the Rege- 
neration ; for by natural generation no manis better 


than inceſtuous Ammon; for it is written, a a 
par 32 


p—y . n F ; 
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ſpirit of whoredows 1s in tbe: midſt of. them,, therefore he 
Tels Ammon that he foal be hall acuonren ja the ru 
and ſnall be np more remembred:; whereby ig Geured, 
Chat all that is of or after the fleſh ſhall utteriy.beabo. iſ: 
liſhed by the, fiery Law of Moſes, that..that which is 
truely ſpiritual .may ;be eſtabliſhed by the. peaceable 
Goſpel of Jeſus, and ſo both Mob and Ammen, :byh 
Enuch and ſtranger may be received in the Congregationef 
Uracis and have a name better thaz the name-of, ſoncand 
daughters. © on. 6:9h or air (om 
_ Chap. 22. Inthe firſt part of this Chapter the Lord 
by asking the Prophet, wzlt.thou judge, and again nit W 
thou judge ;, ſhews thatit is the work of, the Minillry MW 
to judze, and reprove ſharply-every Profeſſor of the M 
worſhip of God, for that he--he doth notwalk inthe 
fight of God and man uprightly , accaxding tohis 
profeſſion , and to reject all ſuch, more than+he pie- 
phane and 1gnorant worldlings: As the Apoſtle char- 
ges the Church,. If any that is called a brother be-ar 
Aqulterer, or the like, with ſuch « one nat to.cat.; hit 
he doth not require, that theyſhould ayor the'con- 
verfation with rhe Adulterers af the world, forthen 
they muſt go out of the world : .So our Savipur fays, 
that Harlots and Publicans ſhall obtain the Kingdom of 
Heaven before that generation. of hypocritical profeſſors 
Secondly, Hc ſhews that they.were guilty of all.mar- 
ner of iniquity, whatever a man.profeſles, i-he be nat 
regenerate, the ſeed of all manner of ſins is in him; 
for Jeſus is not in him, and therefore neither mortiſ- 
cation of the Fleſh, nor life of the Spirit. |. 

In the latter part is another Viſion, That 1/4 
nothing but droſs, or as Iron, Braſs, Silver, Lead, Tin, 
all mixed together : And that he will pour aut bis wad 
«pon them, and. melt them in his fire ;, to wits he will 
bring his j1dgements upon them , to Keparate Of 
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Metal from the droſs; and thereby ſhall they 
iow it is the Lord that doth it ;, for man takes theſe 
tings MIXt together; to wit, he eſteems himto be 
;Religious man, that is a ſtrict obſerver of his reli- 
vious duties, tho he be a drunkard, or covetous, or 
ud or the like ; fo he mixeth altogether, and juſti- 
fes the wicked for a reward; to wit, becauſe he is 
hountiful,, or at Teaſt ſpeaks well of him. 
Thirdly, He ſheweth the ground of all this, isin 
the Prieſts, and the Princes, therefore tie complains, 
The Leaders of my people cauſe them to err ;, for the. 
Tries are like roaring Lyons devouring . ſouls, for they 
Gry Wis no difference between the holy and prophane, between 
the Mike clear aud rnclean; for they never mention the 
the Myork of God, to take away the ſtony heart, and give 


is item a new heart, without which all is profane. 


6 Madunclean. Secondly, They hid their eyes from my 
ar- Widlaths; to wit, they Preach not Faith, and it is on- 
4 WM! Believers that enters into the Reſt or Sabbath of 
tit WGed; to! ceaſe from: his own works, 'and to do the 
On- Wrorks of the Lord. - Thirdly, They daub with wntem< 


nen Wired morter,of which before Chap.13. Fourthly, They - 


WS, Wt 10anzties and divine tes; 'to wit, they preach that 
19 MGodwill be well pleaſed with their doing, and he is 
7. Well pleaſed only in Jeſus; therefore he is not well 
al- Mylaſed in any doings but them which are%in Jeſus,for 
not Minthe fleſh is mortified, and the ſoul ſanCtified, in o- 
0; MWtiers there is nothing-but hypocriſy; the outfdeis 
ub Wiright, but the inſide full of corruption. 

8 ©47.23. The Lord reproveth the two houſes Iſrael 
Is Fd 7ads, under the names of Aholah and Abolibab, 
" Wo their Adultery and Idolatry with Egyprians, Afy- 
06 Wrins and Caldeans; where he fays, they committed 


6 pured their following after the Luſts of the Fleſh, 


ad 


Adultry with the Egypriars in their youth.; whereby 
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as Epyptians that have no knowledge of God : Andhq 
ſhews, that they were allured to follow after the 4 
ſyriang and Chaldeans, by their beauty and valiantne 
and gallant attire 3 which figures their following hy 
pacritical forms of Religion,becauſe they make prez 
profeſſion of -godlineſs, and .zeal in outward appez 
rance, asin long prayers, large alms, ſtrict faſting 
many devotions, &c. 

; Cap. 24. By tbe Pot whoſe ſcum is boiPd in it, 11 
hgured Mans profeſſion of Religion, without mortj 
fication of the Fleſh, ſo that the ther's nothing but 
C as our._.Saviour ſaid ) Devouring widdows houſes, 
and for a pretence, Aake- long prayers : under: th 
death of the Prophets with mourning, cc. is threat- 
ned the Judgements of God to take away that which 
they moſt delighted. and none. ſhould ſorrow for 
them, by him that is eſcaped, is figured the ſoul af- 
flicted for his ſins, for he judgeth and condemeth 
himſelf, and eſcapeth .the judgement of God; there- 
fore the Prophets mouth is opened to him, he is. no 
more dumb : for it is the work of the true Miniſter 
to comfort the afflicted. | 

Chap.25. In this and the following, the Lord threat- 
ning his Judgments upon the Nations round about 
Iſrael , becauſe they rejoyced at the deſtruction of 

Iſrael ;, figureth that all men in natural wiſdom ſcorn 
the way of God, to exerciſe his people in great at- 
{!1Ctions, they think he ſhould defend them from their 
enemies, and that he ſhould not puniſh them for ſin, 
but rather ſhould make them righteous, for the ways 
of God are a myſtery unto them,for they are hid from 
all-worldly wiſe. Therefore they hate Gods people, 
and further their deſtruction, for brother is ſet 4- 
gainſt brother as Cain againſt Abel, Eſas againſt 74- 
cob, but God will viſit them with the like Jadgmany 
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twit, correct them for their fins, and then ſhall they 
tow the Lord, ro wit, as. many of the heathens as 
the Lord will redeem and add unto his people. | 
Chap. 29. He threarneth deſtruction to Egypr,com- 
ping the King to a great Dragon ; thereby figuring. 
the cruelty and raging pride of man, that hath no 
kowlege nor fear of God upon him ;, therefore he 
tireatneth Captivity to him tor forty years, becauſe 
rien Z/7ae! truſted to him, he not only failed him, 
hutalſo was great affliction to him; which figureth, 
tht whatſoever man truſteth to, and not to God, 1t 
fall not only fail him, but alſo bring trouble to his 
foul in the day of Gods power, as Paul faith, Whar 
ft had ye then iu thoſe things, whereof ye are now aſha= 
nd? Then he promiſeth to reſtore Egypr, but ir ſhall 
but be a ſmall Kingdom ; which figureth, that when 
God hath corrected man for fin, and reſtoreth him to 
nercy, is greatneſs and cruelty ſhall be deſtroyed, 
ere-MW and he (hall be ſmall in his own efteem, and merciful 
00M toothers : and whereas he-ſaith,, that it ſhall be the 
ſter W confidence of 7/-ae! ;, to wit, becauſe it is but a ſmall 
Kingdom, figures,that he that believes in God,counts 
eat- Wl every thing too ſmall for 'him to truſt to, except the 
out WE living God. 
of W Cap, 32. God ſheweth his Judgments upon many 
orn Wl greatNations one after another.that they areallfallen 
at- WJ among the uncircumciſed, and gone down to the pit, 
cir WF which cauſed themſelves to be feared in the land cf the 
(in, WF living, and in the laſt Verſe, he concludes that he will 
2Js I cauſe his fear to be in the land of the living; thereby 
on WI lpnifying, that man: that fears not God, lives in fear 
le, W ofbeing afflicted, wronged, oppreſſed, or the like, by 
4- If them that are above him, mighty and cruel in the 
74- Wl farth; but they that fear the living God , fear 
wthing elſe ; for to ſuffer —_— is theit portion, 
g --. an 
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and to ſufer for righteouſneſs is their joy, they ac- 
count not of their lives, for they are conquerers over 
Hell, Death and the Devil. 

Chap.. 33. Here the Watchman 1s the Miniſter, the 
negligent Watchman is the falſe Teacher,who though 
he preſs his Hearers to perform every Duty, that the 
word requires, and to be conſtant in all exerciſes of 
Religion, fervent in Prayers, bountiful to the poor, 
zealous in faſting and keeping ſabbaths ; yet he ſees 
not the ſword 'come, for in thus doing he promiſeth 
them peace. and ſays the Lord hath ſaid it, when the 
Lord hath not ſpoken ; nor ſcnt them , but: the true 
Miniſter ſeeth the ſword, yea he draws out the ſword 
vpon them, for the ſword of the Spirit is the word, of 
Truth,which is doubleedged,quick and powerful,and 
divides between the marrow and the bone ; ſearches 
the ſecret intentions of the heart, and inward patts 
therefore this Meſſenger of God, this faithful Watch- 
man tells them they may do all theſe things, yea and 
further. give their gcodsto the poor, and their bodies | 
to be burned, and yet nought but vaunting gloſling 
Hypocrites, like ſounding braſs and tinckling Cim- 
bals,unlefs hey be regenerate, born of the Spirit ſaith 
our Lord Jcius, made new creatures in Chriſt faith 
Paul, Begotten of Ged,faith Fames, Built upon Teſus, faith 
Peter, Born not of blood, nor ef the will of the fleſh, noref 
the will of man, bat of Ged faith John ;, have a new heart 
given, and the old ſtony heart taken away, and aright 
ſpirit, even the ſpirit of God poured upon them fas 
the Prophets, This I would not have you ignorant of that 
& fiery tryal ſhall come upon all ſaith Peter ;, Every mans 
work (hall be tried by fire, faith Paul ; Oar God 18 4 cont-' 

fuming fire, and «n everloſting burning, who can awel 
with him faith David : Therefore the faithful Watch- 


man faith, you that deſire to be hearers of the Lan, 
to 
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tomwit, to live in form of Religion, the word whereof 
isdo this and live, behold the ſword cometh, for there: 
xrone of you that keepeth the Law, and yer you will 
not yield your ſelves under-the judgment of God by 
the Law ; that every one that is of che works of the 
Lax is under the Curſe. that the Law might be a 
hattering hammer, to break 1n pieces your hard and 
aid covetous hearts, and a Durning fire todeſtroy 
your pride ,, cruelty and oppreſſion that the Lord 
might meer you with this ſword drawn, and tear you 
in pieces like a Lyon, or as a Bear robbed of her- 
Whelps and from day to night makean end of you, 


tilyou yield, and cry the Lord hath faid it, and hath 


done it; what ſhall Ifay or do? I will walk in ſilence 
and bitcernerſs of my ſpirit all the days.of my life. 
And you thar profeſs Repentancez behold the ſword 
cometh, even the mighty word of God , which doth 
not ſay, do you truly repent yon of your fins ſteadfaſt- 
lj parpoſing to lead a new lite, the Lord pats not 
tis work upon your truth and ſteadfgſtneis, for he 
knows what is in man, and that there?sno truthand. 
ſtradfaſtneſs in him; Every man is a lyer,faith David and 
lyhter and vainer than vanity it ſelf; but when he gives 
epentance to any,, he makes him to numer his ſ1ns, 
adthev are more than the hairs of his head, he makes 
lim feel the weight of them, they are too heavy for 
forkim to hear , he makes him to caſt his gorgeous 
tire, and delicious dyet,as Fohx Baptiſt, that Preach- 
et of Repentance did, he makes him ro confeſs not 
ae or many fins, but cry out 1am a maſs of fin, and 
(ly out of his deceitful heart, and infinitely wicked , 
from whence all his parts and powers are adted in 
fckedneſs; he makes him weep bitterly as Perer did, 
le makes him to confeſs, heis the greateſt of ſinners, 
ad that all his righteouſneſs (the touching all exter- 
| - "Q@A nak 
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nal-performances blamleſs)) to be loſs unto his foul, 
and as filthy as a menſtruous cloath or ſtinking dung 
if the ſight of God; and he makes him ſeek from Eaſt 
to Weſt,from ſea to ſea for a true Miniſter, one thar 
aththe Tongue of the Learned, even one taught of 
od, that can ſpeak a word of comfort in due ſeaſon 
to an afflicted ſoul, as he made Cornelins ſend to Joppa 
for Peter : And you that profeſs the Goſpel, behold 
the ſword, other foundation can no man lay then that 
which is laid, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; let every 
one take heed what he bui!deth thereon, Wood,Straw, 
Stubble, Silver Gold or Pearl ; ſome builds upon it a 
baſe work, turning the Grace of God into wantton- 
neſs, and uſing Chriſtian liberty as a.cloak of mali- 
ciouſneſs, which are compared to Wood , Straw bt 
Stubble; others build upon it a beautiful outfite, 
ſeeming holineſs in the ſight of men , and theſe are 
ompared to Silver , Gold and Pearl , and of theſe 
ar many ſorts, even as many as there are feve- 
I forms of Religion, for the form always reſiſts the 
Power, and the Goſpel is not in word but in power; 
for it's the Kingdom whereby Chriſt takes unto him 
his great power, and reigns in the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, and whereby he makes us Kings and Prieſts 
unto our God.: Therefore David ſaith, Be wiſe nov 
O ye Kings, be learned ye Fudges cf the Earth, kiſs the 
the Son leaſt he be angry, and ſo they periſh, and again, 
Why do the Gentiles rage ſo furiouſly ? will ye eſtabliſh 
your wiſdom ? all your wiſdom is to fay there 1510 
God : and why do the Jews imaginea vain thing? 
will ye eſtabliſh your righteouſneſs ? it will be found 
like Wine that refuſes to be refined, or the Pottage 
that hath its filthy ſcum boyPd in it : Thereforeif 
you will hear the Goſpel, you muſt come as loſt and 
undone Souls, hunger ſtarved for Bread, as ”"_ 
. ] 
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digal, crying I have ſinned, I have ſinned, thatdare 
not look up roward Heaven, but ſmiting your ſinful 
and forrowful breaſt, and crying for mercy, if you 
have not this Wedding Garment on, you mult be 
be bound hand and foor, and caſt into utter darkneſs, 
toweeping and wailing and knaſhing of teeth. Be- 
hold the Sword, Chriſt is made of God unto-us all 
things, the life, light, way and truth, wiſedom, righ- 
tcouſnefs, ſanetification and redemption; if your life 
he in your own works, and not in Chriſt who is the 
Head, 'that came down from Heaven and gives life. 
tothe world; if your light be in your perceiving by 
keing, reading, hearing or conceiving of your hearts, 
and not in Chriſt making known. the father the true 
God, and revealing all things of God to you by his 
holy Spirit;if your way be the ſtrickt cleaving to your 
form of Religion, and not Chriſt thar hath ſanctified 


anew way by his Croſs, that the crucifying the Fleſh, 


ard receiving the Spirit may be joyned together, and 
borh- from his being in us ; if your truth be to follow 
that you conceive moſt agreeable to the word of 
God; and not in Chriſt manifeſting the Father to be 
true and every man a lyer; if your wiſedom be the 
gviding of your ways, after the letter of the word, 
and not Chriſt: confounding your wiſdom, that the 
true wiſdom of the Father, may lead you by his holy 
Spirit to the fair green paſtures, and to thoſe ſtill 
waters of Shilo, that you rejoyce not in the haſt 
ſtreams of Jus ; to wit, to wait with patience till 
God came, and notuto be carried on with the violence 
of your own wit and will; if your righteouſneſs be 
the ordering of your life and converſation a right.,ac- 
cording to the commands and exhortations in the 
Scripture, and not in ſuffering and dying with Chriſt, 
tat you may alſo live and reign with him : If your 
00g ſanRication 
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ſanCtification -be your walking holily in the fight of 
men, and not the renewing of the mind by faith in 
Chriſt, whereby you give up your ſelves body., foul 
and ſpirit unto.God daily : yea if you be not circum- 
ciſed by Chriſt with a circumciſion made without 
hands: if you be not baptized into the fellowſhip of 
his death, and» raiſed by him into the participation of 
his life: if your Sabbath keeping. be not ſtanding 
ſedfaſt in faith whereby you entred into his reſt, cez- 
ſing from your.own works that you may do the works 
of Gcd; Nay.if you joyn the leaſt thing with Chrift 
as conducing to righteouſneſs here, or ſalvation here- 
after, as the falſe Apoſtles added circumciſion ; Be- 
hold the ford, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing, you 
aredcitorsto the whole Law.to obey itin all its. com- 
wands , as well as in the ordinance of Circumciſion, 
and that continually in word and deed, or elſe you 
are corſed, a generation of Hypocrites like. whited 
'Tomds and patnted Sepulchers, you waſh the outſide 
of tiie Cup or Platter, the inſide is full of Whore-' 
dom, Gluttony ,,Corruption,-Rottonneſs, Stink, 
you do all to be ſeen of men, therefore Jeſus is come 
Lo Judzement upon you ; that as he gives light tothe 
blind, though even born blind, ſq he will utterly-ex- 
tinguiſh your light that ſay you ſee, and as he is: a {a 
rour of lite to, eternal life to them that truſt him, fo 
he will be a favour of dearth to eternal death, ſoyou 
that dare not txult to him alone.,; but ſer the Idol of 
wor abominaton, the Idol that your hearts truſt to 

efore your face, and before yoyr eyes you commit 
all wicxceneſs, nd come into the houſe of-the Lord 
and put the branch to your noſe ; you profeſs faithin 

Jeſus in words, but in heart you deny him, you will 

nut have kim to reign over you, you came into the 

h-cuic, of the Lord, but you will haye every one his 
| ow 
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own ſong,not the ſong that he puts into your mouths; 
therefore, Behold the Sword , you profeſs to be firſt, 
but you ſhall be laſt, you profeſs to be children of 
the Kingdom, but many ſhall come from all che iarcheſt 
coaſts of the E251. 21d Iflands of the Sea , aiid ſhall 
it down with the i 11h 111 rhe Kingdom of Heaven, 
2nd you ſhall be cat ou, 1v7 Farlots and Publicans 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom iiivore you. | 7 
' Laſtly, you that profels the iife of: Chriſtianity ,; 
Behold the Sword,, whilſt you are ſtriving one-Formalilt 
with another ; one man:with anothet.£0 outſtrip one 
another in external Holineſs of life and'converfation, 
and purity of conforming your ſelves to a holy pro- 
feſion , performing your ways after the word of 
God ; you have made the word of God unto you 
precept -upon precept, line upon hne, here a little 
there alittle, leſfon after leſſon, inftruttion after in- 
ſtrution,you ſhall go backward and ſtumble, and fall, 
and be broken, and ſnared, and taken ;; for you are 
not the true Jew whois not one outwardly, which 
hath not that Circumciſion which is outward in che 
fleſh, but-that of the heart, not in the letter bur in the 
Spirit, whoſe praiſe is not of man but of Gud ; you 
are not found with Jeſus of the children of whom 
God hath given him, a ſtrange thing to both the 
houſes of '7ſrael, even to alt profefſors:of tie word 
and worſhip of God; yea who.are caſt out by all zea- 
lous retigious men, as the ſcum.and off- ſcouring of all 
things, by them who deſired a murderer to be viven 
to them, and crucified the Lord of Life ; but you 
ae found with them that make long Prayers, that 
uſe a Trumpet to be' ſounded before them wiien 
they give Altms, that hang down their heads like a 
Bulruſh when you faſt ; Behold rby Sword, verily you 


areyourreward ; you are waicing with the ſeryanst 
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of God for the coming of the Bridegroom, you have 
trimmed your Lamps.who ieems more Saint: like than 
you in your holy profeſſion ? but-you have no Oyl, ng 
inward life of Grace, you are like Corn in ſtony | 
ground, ycu even receive the Word With joy, and 
bring forth with gladneſs of heart, when the Sun 
ſhines hot upon it, it withers away becauſe it had not 
depth of Eaith, fo the Bridegroom comes in an hour | 
that you know not of, you are gone toqbuy Qyl of 
them that ſ{cil, you will not have it of the free gift | 
and Grace of God; Behold the Sword, the door ſhall 
be ſhut againſt you, and when you knock, you ſhall 
hear the voice of the moſt loving Bridegroom to 
them that waits for him, fay toyou, away from me 
ye Hypocrites, verily I know you not, be gone into 
everlaſting darkneſs prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels; Lord God of mercies keep thy people, that 
they fall nor into the lot of the wicked. + | 
This ſhews: alſo how the reſt of the Chapter is to 
be underſtood, to wit, that the turning of the wicked 
man to Righteouſneſs, that his” Sins be no morere- 
membred, but he ſhall live in his Righteouſneſs, this 
_ Turning is by the work of God, the regeneration of 
life, thathe is redeemed by Chriſt,for then his fins are 
ardoned, and his ſoul ſanctified by the blood of Je- 
us, and is kept by the power of God through Faith 
unto Salyaticn; and his backſlidings are healed by the 
free love of God, for he is under the Covenant of 
Grace,given to Jeſus ; and it is the will of the Father 
that of all that he bath given to his Son, he ſhall loſe 
none, but ſhall raiſe them up to eternal life, andhe 
came to do the will of the Father; which will 1s our 
fanCtification, for neither Satan nor Sin, - nor any 0- 
ther power can pluck us (to wit, Believers) out of the 


hand of Jeſus, for the Father that gave us to him 1s 
greater 
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eater than all, and through Faith in Chriſt the Fa-. 
ther is-in Vs, Therefore Jeſus ſaid , greater z he that 
vin you than all that are againf# you. 

0n the contrary, they that fall from their righte. 
cuſneſs to wickedneſs, ſo that their righteouſneſs ſhall 
ke remembred no more, but they ſhall die in their (ins, this 
righteouſneſs is their own work ; their obedience to 
the Law, though they: profeſs the Goſpel , its but as 
1 Rule unto them, to teach them what they ſhall do 
that they may live ; ſo they pervert the Goſpel, and 
turnicintoa Law ; for the word of the Law is do 
thy, er:4.live 3 but the word of the Goſpel is, live and 
4; And as this our Prophet ſhewed,Chap. 16. That 
theLord ſeeing If acl as a Child caſt out in bis gore blood 
# decth,. he ſasd unto bim Live ;, 10 he gives him life in 
ſeſus, and then he brings forth fruit, and that in due 
ſeaſon ; but he that is religious before God hath given 
him Life in. Jeſus, is r#-hreous tao ſoon, as Solomon 
faith, This 1s that Hypocriſie ſo much abhorr*d of 
God forit joyns with any filthy Luſt ;; for it is but 
an outſide covering which is not of Gods:Spirit, and 
tierefore God will deſtroy it and them together ; for 
the Hypocrite and his hope muſt periſh together ; 
and in this do all Forms of Religion throughout 
the earth live, for they ſet to themſelves an Order 
to obſerve, and Works to be: done, :{o. that.the Sum 
of all is, ;Do:and Live. 9 

The laſt part of the Chapter is cancerning men 
glorying in their Father: Abraham, and ſeeking the 
enjoyment of large portions of the: Earth , which 
manifeſts: that they were hypocrites; for the true 
ſervants of God ſeek not great things in the-earth, 
but rather expect to be hated and perſecuted of men, 
even zealous and religious men ( as Jeſus was) and 
tierefore the Lord will deſtroy them ; and _ 

cludes 
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cludes with men chai. make jeſts upon the Prophets, 
and ſo do all hypocrites upon the Miniſters of Truth, 
therefore they muſt have no other reward from the 
Lord, but eternai ruine. NB (15 

| Chap. 34. Verſe 2. This is a moſt excellent Chay. 
_ ter, firſt ſerting out falſe Teachers ,-pronouncing 
Wo unto them, hecaule they feed themſelves, and ny 
#he ſheep- By feeding themſelves,..is meant preaching 
of the Law. or any form of-:Religion, whereby men 
are put in hopes, that by obſerving that Order, they 
ſhall be faved : this is a pleaſing: Dotrine to men, 
and they feed thoſe Teachers that: they are as fat x5 
faited Hogs in our ſtreets. ' © 2 INEE: 2 

. Verſe 4. Byorfeeding the ſneep, underſtand, they 
preach not the Goſpel; fot. he: ſays, they ftrexpthen 
7ot the weak, 'they heal not the' ſick,” they'bind nvt up tht 
brchen hearted, they bring not again that which u driven 


away, nor ſcek that which is loſt ;, for all theſe arethe 
works of Chriſt ; for he is our Strengthiand our 
Phyfician, he brings again toLife thoſe whom Satan 
and Sin had. captivated to death, as Paul ſays ; You 
that were dead in ſins hath he quickened ;- and he. ſeck: 
eth and ſaveth thoſe that are loſs, as himſelf teſtificthin 


the Goſpel. ' 1-53-2711 

- Perſe 5. By the ſheep being (diſperſed, and ſcattered 
through all the: earth., underſtand. carried out into 
divers forms of Religion, all-that the:wit of man, 
and-ſubtlety of-:Satan can'invent. ' © 

.* Verſe 6. By being devonred of all'Beaſts, underſtand 
carried out intoall manner of fin under the.covering 
of Religion. By wanaring upon the Mountains,. and 
every kigh Hill, underſtand their pride in their zeal, 
and high conceited holineſs, whereby they wander 
far from the lowline(s of Chriſt and ſimplicity of the 


Goſpel, | 
—_ : | Verſe 
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| Verfet1. By I will ſearch my ſheep, and ſeck, them 
w, and deliver them ont of all places where they have 
ten ſcattered in the cloudy and dark day ;, underſtand 
Gods promiſe to fend true Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
which ſhall ſo preach as to. ſearch their hearts, that 
althe falſhood of their ſeveral Forms of Religion 
my be ſo manifeſted, that their Souls may be brought 
fom confidence 1n any of thoſe things which they ho- 
ped ſhould be ſalvation unto their ſouls whilſt they 
mere carried on 1n deceit, and ignorance of the 
Truth, which he calls the cloudy and dark day ; for 
ſoare all Forms of Religion ; for Chriſt only is the 
Light, the Morning-ſtar, the dawuing of thie day, ; 
tilhe came the Prophets Doctrine is but as a Lsght 
hiningina 4 dark place ( as Peter teſtified. )) * - 
Verſe 13. By their own Land, underſtand' Faith in 
Chriſt, By Mountains of 1/rael , underſtand the great 
Lore of God to man , and his free Grace. 'By Ri- 
wr, underftand the Spirit of Jeſus; as himfelf uſed 
It, Fobn 7." By snhabs:ed "places of the” Countrey, uN- 
drſtand the Truth. of the Goſpel , aud Righteouſs 
nels of Jeſus, wherein all Wwell chat are inhabitants 
of that heavenly Canaan; and the new Feruſalem 
which is from above, eveii all the -Saints of God. ._ 
. Verſe 15. 'By bringing them to their reſp; -undetſtand; 
fabliſhing-::them in the Faith, as is tmanifeſt by the 
Apoſtle tothe "Hebrews. Ch. 3. oO 
Verſe 16.:By -1 will deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong, 
«1d will feed them with: Fudgment , underſtand, exalt- 
Ingthe Law as a battering Hammer upon themthat 
welifted up in mind with a conceit of 'their own wiſs 
Gm and righteouſneſs. URL TIFH 
Verſe 15. 'By judging between ſheep and ſheep, goats 
«rams, underſtand Chriſtians and'Hypocrites. * 


Verſe 
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Verſe 18. Who cat up tie gaod pajture, to Wit, fred 
upon that pleaſing Dodrine which they accoun 
good, and trezd the reſt under foor, to wit, deſpil; 
rhe Goſpel, CC as David ſaith, lightly eſteem the Co 
ſel of the moſt High : fo they drink of deep waters 
which 1s, to dive into the $Cripture with all thei 
wiidom; and trouble the yeſtdue with their feer, to wit, 
they vilihe all che things of God, whichare hid fron 
theur wiſdom, to make them ſeem abominable anc 
blaiphzmous to their hearers by their. rational Argy 
ments. as the Scribes and Phariſees did by our $avi- 
Ours [)octrine.. | 7 

Ve ſe 23. Hence he preaches the Goſpel to the 
end ; where, by being cheir.God, undefſtand, making 
them hy people by the Covenant of Grace. ... 

Perſe 2.4. Secondly, By David, underſtand Feoſw, 
Who ſhall 'be their Shepherd ., and their Prince, to 


wit. King, Prieſt and Prophet, to make. known all 
ue! 


the Counlels of God to them, to offer then) up, asa 
boly {#v:ng and acceptable Sacrifice to God; and toreign 
In their iopls by the Holy Ghoſt. {teh 
Verſe 25.. Thirdly, By naking 4 Covanant of pract 
with them, waderſtand forgiving their Sins, which on- 
Iy cauſe the diſpleaſure of God ; and by cauſing thr 
evs/ Beaſt to ceaſe, underſtand, mortifying their luſts, 
and by dwelling {afely in the wilderneſs: ani fipeping in 
the woods, underſtand, though they live among wicked 
meg Preachers and Hearers they ſhall npt be poyſen- 
ed with their DoCtrines, nor polluted with their fil 
thy converſation. pj 
. Verſe26. By being 4 Bleſſing round abaut (Gods moun 
tain, underſtand, that all believers ſhall rejoyce.in the 
mutual faith one of anether; and by rain, even 7# 
of bleſſing coming down in due ſeaſon, underſtand all in» 
Ntructions in the Truth and comforts in the os 


DPifftcnlt Cexts in Ezekiel. 557 
nit given to every Believer in time of need, as our 
griour teacheth his Diſciples not ro take thought 


flat they OO; when they are broughr before 
great perſons, for it ſkall be given them in that 


our, 

Verſe 27. And by the tree of the field, underſtand, 
the Grace of God, that teaches to deny ungodlinels, 
ad to live godlily ; and by earth, underſtand, the 
heart of man ſubjected to it. By the cords of th» yokeg 
inderſtand the heart, delight in fleſhly pleaſures and 
erthly contentments : And by hand of thoſe that ſer- 
wdthemſeves of them,underſtand, faiſe 1 eachers which 
neatly delight in their followers. | 

Vrrſe 28. By the heathen , underſtand, alſo falſe 
Texchers whom he calls heathen, becaule what they 
teach is Idolatry in the heart, as heathens follow ex- 
» WY ternal Idolatry : And by the Beaſt of the field, under- 
1 FN (and noiſom luſts which are beaſtly and ſpread over 
a52Y the world as many Beaſts in a field. FEY 
I Yerſe 29. By aplant of renown, underſtand, Jeſus 

Fho ſatisfies his people with Bread, and makes them 

- _ , and fo takes away the reproach of bar- 

"WM cenneſs. | 

fd erſe 30,3 1- By all this he concludes that they ſhall 
ults, W know the L.ord to be their God and to be with them, 
cir lot to ſeek him neither in Heaven above nor in Hell 
telow, and that they are my people, and that they 
#1, ae men weak and ſinful, and Tam God ſtrong,merci= 
1H ful; theſe are the things that can be known no other 
Way but by this work of God in Jeſus, theſe are the 

"he things which are hid from all the wiſe of the world : 
=} fey think they know God, bur it is only by ſeeing, 
1 bearing or conceiving, and nothing of God is known 
i" Yj thereby; they think he is their God, but they are 
Hypocrites whom God abhorreth, they are but men, 
| ut 
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but they ſet themſelves above all that is called God; 


therefore they do not know themſelves to be by 
men, as David ſheweth, They thi;h tht they knon' thy 
Lord to be God, bnt they do not truſt tohim, therefore 
:n beart they deny him. | 
Chap. 35. Here is a Prophecy to Mount Seir the 
land of Eſa# the elder brother to Facob, who was 
called 1/74et, wherof all his poſterity was named j[- 
ratl, and as Eſau envied his brother Facob, ſo Mount 
Seir is ſaid to hate 1/7ae!, and fall upon them with the 
ſword ; when God gave them up to their Enemies for 
their ſins ; therefore he threatneth becauſe they re- 
joyced at the deſtruction of 1/-ae!, ſo he will deſtroy 
them, and all Nations ſhall rejoyce at it, now as 1/rael 
was not deſtroyed for ever, but corrected for their 
ſins, and brought to the true knowledge and fearof 
God, ſo ſhall Mount Ser and all J4amea be broughtto 
the knowledge of God: h | 
Chap.36. Here he Propheſieth to' 7/-ael that though 
he hath made them deſolate, and the Heathens round 
about them do rejoyce at it, yet he will return unto 
them in mercy and reſtore them, wherein he preaches 
the Goſpel; for firſt he ſaith; he will not do it for 
their ſakes, but for his names ſake, which ſignifies 
the freeneſs of his Grace - Secondly, he will ſanCtifie 
his name in them which they have polluted among 
_ the Heathen, to wit, he will give the people to know 
that he is a God that delights in mercy, and will not 
caſt of his people whom he loved, but cortet them 
for their ſins, and reſtore them in great mercy : 
Thirdly, that he will gather them out of all Coun- 
tries where they are ſcattered, and bring them into 
their own Land; which is, that he will bring them 
out of all forms of Religion, into the Faith of Jefus, 
which is their own Land, that he hath given to them, 
| - = vel 
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xlieve in him ; hereby he will cleanſe them from all 
fthineſs, for Faith purifies the heart, ſo he will give 


them a new heart and take away their ſtony heart, 


nd put his ſpirit upon them, that they may walk in 
hsStatutes and keep his Judgements, . and give them 
4 temporal bleſſings, . to wit, give them content in 
ratloever ſtate he placeth them, and then they ſhall 
remember their great ſinfulneſs and judge themſelves 
worthy of eternal damnation ; ſo that they ſhall mag- 
nie his great mercy that ſaved them and builded 
thir ſouls upon a moſt holy Faith, that were made 


(folate by their Sins and Hypocriſie ; and the Hea- . 


then that is converted,or the ignorant mind thatis en- 
lighted in the knowledge of theſe things; ſhall know 
that the Lord doth build the ruinous Places, and plant 
tle deſolate places, to wit, makes of a {inner a Son of 
God: And his people ſhall ſeek to him,or pray to him 
to perform this,to wit,when he hath broken their bard 
kearts by his judgements and made Sin a burthen to 
them,chen will they pray ſeriouſly, fervently, uncef(- 
lantly and thoſe prayers he heareth and 2nſwereth,for 
tshear the crys of the afflicted, and will bleſs them 
tedelighteth with'abundant mercies. 

Chap. 37. Here the Prophet by dry Bones ſignifies 
mans naturalEſtate,where there is no moiſture of Gods 
icit, no life of Grace, which Davzd calls 2 and of 
(rought where no m©/iture is, which in the 12th Verſe, 
wr Prophets calis Graves and Sepulchres , for man 
bj nature is dead in fins , as Paul faith, from whiclt 
teith Chriſt ſhall quicken us, and raiſe us up and 


KI ake us fit down in heavenly places with him; there- 


fore hence it appears how clearly the Prophet preach- 
ththe Goſpel for by dry bones, very dry, is plainly 
pied loſt condition, that he can do no gocd, that 


4 ww 


ren the hca/eniy Canaen, the poſſeſſion of them that. 
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he is not ſufficient to one good thought, that all fle 
have corrupted their ways become abominable in 
in their doings as David faith, of which he faith much 
more, as our Prophet here ſers it forth in two Par. 
bles, and ſo other Prophets and Apoſtles ſpeak abu. 
dantly to this, yet the blind mind of man will not ſee 
it, and his hardned heart will not believe but ſtill te 
glorys in his works, or his good endeavours, or his 
prayers, repentance or faith, when he can do nogood 
thing, how can he indeavour to do good when helyes 
dead and rotting in the Grave, & a he 1s like dry 
bones, very drv, yea when he is holden priſoner hy 


' Satan and Sin as under gates of Braſs and Iron, as 


Iſaiah ſaith, hath an impenitent mind, and an unhe- 
lieving heart, therefore the Lord asks the Prophet, 
can theſe bones live, is there any poſlibiliry that theke 
bones ſhould live, if they cannot live, ſurely they 
cannot work righteouſneſs, then comes in the Diſci- 
ples queſtion to our Savionr. How then can man he 
ſaved ? whereto he anſwers, With man this ts tmpuſ- 
ble, with God all things are poſſible ;, {a heres the do- 
Qrine that ſets forth the unprofitableneſs of man, ye 
his exceeding ſinful condition, and miſerable eſtate 
thorough ſin, and this exalts and magnifies the great 


' Jove of God to man, the freeneſs of his Grace, a 


Faul amplifies it abundantly,Eph.2. And if man would 
receive this doctrine and cleave to it; the wed 
would teach him to be lowly in mind. and caſt a 
all boaſting; the latter would teach him that n& 
ſong, praiſe and thankſpiving to his God, yea it would 
make him wittrall Saints (as the Divine ſaith) caſt is 
Crown down to the ground, and ſing that ſong that 
none can learn but the redeemed of the Lord, evel 
to praiſe that Lamb of God, who hath raiſed them 


out of the Graves, and made them of dry no 
ps ; 


Zifficult Terts in Ezekiel. 56: 
my of men, not living men but alſo armed with the' 
whole armour of God, to ſtand in the day of battle a- 
zzinſt Satan and all the principalities and powers of 
darknels, the luſts of the fleſh, the vanities and follies, - 
of the world, and brought them into their own land; 
twit, that which is proper to the people of God,to 
live together in unify of Spirit, thovgh they be never 
f far abſent in body, to ſtand ſtedfalt in Faith, is to 
live it their own land, for ths is that ſpiritual Canaan,, 
ad heavenly Jeruſalem, wherein the Fews caſting of 
their obſtinacy, to truſt in their own works, and hum- 
bled to truſt in the !iving God and his free mercies;- 
ad the Gentiles denying their own wiſdom, and be-' 
leviag in Jeſus, the wiſdom of Ged to Salvation, and. 
i|Nztions and Iſlahds brought our of flefhly luſt, and' 
earthly vanities,to live in the fear of God, do all meer 

ney Where in ſpirit, thongh they be never ſo far feparate in 
body to live by Faith, and worſhip God in Spirit. And 
this is that returning of the Fews to their own land fo 
-Mmch Prophefied of ; and not coming to the earthly 
(aan to live in the body , notwithſtanding all the 

dreams of E/dras.,and the expeCtation of the Fews, and 

the fancies of all that expound the Scriptures after the 
ltter this ſhall never be, what, is there any thing in 

Wie eatth of Canaan, to make men more holy and Re- 
Wizious then jn other lands ? ſurely then hid Iſrael ne- 
been driven ont of #t + but its the life of the Spirit 
Wl free Grace of God, for where thoſe are, God the 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are all in theſe ſouls, 

nd whereſoevet their bodies are, Nations or Iſlands, 

) are all one people, and living in nnity of Faith, 

Ky ſotnd out his praiſes from the ends of the Earth, 

nd ſtand in the preſence of God, for the earth 5s the 
ds and the fulneſs thereof, the world and they that * 

mA thetein, And this is that which the Prophet ſig- 
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nifies of the joyning of the two houſes of Fydab ang 
Iſrael together, for by this are all forms of Religjon 
deſtroyed, for they are raiſed by the diverſity of the 
wits of men in expounding the Scriptures after the 
Letter of the Scriptures; therefore when mans wiſ. 
dom is confounded, and the Spirit is given to guide 
them into all truth, then ſhall all Forms be taken 
away, and all ſhall live by Faith and not by ſenſe, 
and ſhall all be of one heart and one mind, worſhip 
ping God neither in one form nor another, at one 
place nor another (as our Saviour ſaid) but 5 ſpiric 
«#d truth, not expecting the fulfilling of any Pro- 
phecies or Promiſes, for they have Jeſus in whom all 
are fulfilled : and he is the Sanctuary.or Holy place of 
God wherein they dwell, and God is become their 
.Gcd, and his glory is made out unto Gentiles or nn- 
converted ſouls, that they alſo may receive the knon- 
ledge of God. « - 

Chap. 38. Here the Prophet is commanded to pro- 
phecy againſt Gog and the land of Magee, the chief 
Priace of Meſhech and Twbal, and who are theſe? 
in the margent is holden forth, F«pher had a fon cal 
Aagog, therefore it mult be a people that came from 
him, and ſome other people that were great Enemies 
to Ifracl, but though he names him Gog and Myoy 
he ſays the cheif Prince of Aeſbech and Tuba), asit 
he ſpoke but of one, he addsalſo Paras, aud Guſb, and 
Phut, and Gomer, and Togarma, and yet he ſpeaks 3s 
of one; And he ſaith, art thou not be. of whom I ſpak: 
old time by the hand of my ſervants the Prophets of Ifrad; 
and yet none of the Prophets before this named Gog 
and Magog, therefore the queſtion.remains ſtill, who 
theſe are ; but the Divine in the Revelations faith, 
that Satan ſhall be bound up a thouſand years, and wh 


he 3; looſed, he ſhal £0 ont to deceive the people that - , | 
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the midjt of it 4 deceit and gn 
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the four quAprers of the Earth, Gog and Magog, toga- 


- ther them ro the Battle, whoſe number is a3 the ſand of the. 


$$; And th:y went up into the plain of the Earth, and 
they compaſſed the Tents of the Sains about, and the belo- 
wdCity ; Let him that Teaderh underſtand, ſaith the truth, - 
for this gives us ro know who this Gog and Aagog the 
chief Prince 'of Mcfrech ard Tubal is, He hath two - 
names, therefore he is one that lives not in the unity 
of Gods truth, He is all the people thar dwell in the 
four quarters of the Earth deceived by Satan, whoſe 
number is as the ſand of the Sea, and is gathered to 
Battle, which go up into the plain of the Earth; and 
compaſs the Tents of the Saints about and the belo- 
ied City, fothey are about the Tents of the Saints and 
the beloved City,but they come not in,but are fighters 
#ainſt them 5 Hence it is manifeſt thar this is Hypo- 


crife, for it hath ro Faces under one Hood as the 


Proverb is, and it is the chief Prince of all iniquity , 
which Dewsd calls Meſhech and Kedar ; and one that 
laterh peace, and Hypocrites are as the ſand of the 
Sa, O what what multitudes of forms of Religion 1s 
0n the Earth, and theſe are they whom Satan hatlx 
deceived in all the four quarters of the Eacth, and 
thered them together to Battle againſt the Saints, 
otby them have all the Saints of God from age to 
zpe ſuffered, and the Divine ſaith, that their Cityg to 
wit, Hypocrifie wherein they dwell is ſpiritually cal- 
kd Sedom and Egypr, where our Lord ello ſuffered, 
but it was called Feruſalcms in the Letter; and they. 
tiat perſecuted him to death were calted High Prieſts 
and Elders of Iſrael, but in ſpirit they were Gog and 
Magog : This is the City which of David ſaid I have 


ſeexcrueity and firife inthe City. day and night they gd 


avout it upon the walls thereof, iniquity and miſchief are in 
ile depart net from het 
LE Freet g 


64 * An Oppoſition of the 

frets, and theſe Hypocrites are they whom Satan 
hath deceived, for he makes them to believe: that 
they are Gods ſervants, and that Gods ſervants are 
Hereticks, and that they do good fervices to Ged 
when they kill them; as our Saviour teacheth the 

ſhall do for ever ; therefore our Prophet faith to Gop, 
In the litter years thou ſl:alt come tnto the Land that hath 
bern deſtroyed with the ſword ,, and 1s gatherd out of 
maiiy people upon the Mountains of lirael that have 
lung laid waſte, yet haye been brought out of the people, 
and ſrall all dwell ſafe This is a clear deſcription 
of the people of God whom Hypocrites perfe- 
cute; for they have been deſtroyed with the fword, 
to wit, all fin hath been deſtroyed in them by the 
word of God which is the ſword of the Spirit, and 
they ere gathered upon the Mountains of 1/rael, to 
wir, the great love and free grace of Ged, theſe are 
the Mcuntains into which the true Iſrael, to wit, 
they that walk in the ſteps of the faith of Abraken, 
are brought out of the people, to wit, are converted 
and made of ſinners Sons of God, but theſe Mountains 
iay long waſt, for none doth inhabit them, till they 
be redeemed and fanctified of God, but thoſe ſhall 
41] dwell ſafe in them, to wit, from all the power of 
Satan and Sin, for they are kept by the power of 
God through faith to ſalvation ; but this Gog with all 
his bands, to wit, Hypocrites ſhall think evil thoughts, 
nd ſhall ſay ,, 1 willgo ap ro the Land that hath no walted 
Towers, Iwill goto them that are at reſt a; & dwell in ſafty, 
v. hich dwell all withourwalls, and neither have gates 
ror barrs, here is another clear deſcriprion of Chri- 
[tiens dwelling place, they have no weed Towers, 
70, nor Walls, Gates nor Barrs, to wit, no deferce. 
©r ſtrength of man, no wiſdom ef man can maintain 
rheir quarsel, and yet are they at reſt and dwell mM 
 (Gtety, as no power or wildom of man doth preſerve 
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th:m,ſo neither can it deſtroy them;men can kill them 
hut that deſtroys them not.for to them to dye is gain, 
for its a paſlage to a better even an immortal life. 
Again he ſaith, tliat he ſhall come in the latter years 
or d2ys; for (as I have before ſhewed ) mans firſt 


 tysare days of ignorance, Sin and Luſt, living in 


his natural eſtate, ignorant of kis ſinful condition, 
and miſerable eſtate through ſin ; His ſecond days are 
under the Law, accuſed and condemned for fin, and 
pnorant of Gods free mercy and- happineſs of the 
Foul that believes therein ; fo the Jait days are the 
lays of Chriſtianity, when God hath revealed Chri{t 
" his Soul in him, and given him to believe in him; 
ind then comes the Hypocrite ; for he profefſeth the 
fame Religion, and'the ſame Faith ; but its by the 
wiidom of man and policy of Satan, and not by the 
work of God ;' but hereby are they ſo like unto the 
Children of God, that they are received among them 
fora time, as Simon Magus was, and Demas and A- 
txander the Copperſmith, that became a perſecuter, 


ad did Paumuch harm; and the falſe Apoſtles of 


wom Par ſaith, They wert out from us, but they were 
weof us ;, to wit, they had profeſſed the ſame Da- 
(trine of Faith, but it was not the gift of God,there- 
fre they could not ſtand ſtedfaſt in it. 

Again he faith, that he had ſpoken of them of old 


ly his former Prophets, 2nd ſo he did conſtantly te- 


ſite by all the Prophets againſt a hypocritical Relj- 
gon, though not under the name of Gog and Af. goe, 
but- under other -names, as worfhipping God under 
tie Name of Baal , my Lord, to wit, that rules by 
Mer, and not under the name of /#, my Husbani, 
bir, that makes me fraitſnl by Love. So by ſome 
der the worſhipping of the works of their 0714 
lands, to wit, plating their holineis anc happaxs's, 
=, | Pp 3 13 
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in their ownexternal aQtions : By fome in chuſing of 
a Tree, and making an Image of it, and beautifying 
it, and worſhipping it for God; figuring thereby a 
Form of Religion which they chuſe and approve as 
moſt glorious in outward ſhew of Holineſs and Zeal, 
or moſt agreeable to the Scripture inthe Letter. Thug, 
2nd many .other ways have the Prophets ſpoken 2» 
g2inſt this Gog & Aſzgog, even Hypocrilie. And that 
this may be known to be ſuch a figurative Expreſlion, 
is further manifeſt by declaring the Judgments of 
God upon him , for he faith, that in Gods wrath aad 
indignation he will make ſuch a ſhaking in 1/rael, (ta 
wit, 1/raet after the fleſh, whom our Saviour called 
Hypocrites ; for he ſaid befcte, that 1/-ae! after the 
promiſe ſhall be at reſt, and dwell aff ſafe upon their 
fountains ) that ct fiſh and frwl and creeping things, 
and men fi;cll tremble at his p:eſenge;, doth not this fi 
gure that all the ways wherein mans heart delights, 
ſhall fail with him, and not be able to ſupporthim 
in the day of God's Powex ? And he further ſaith 
The Mountains ſhall be overthrown , whe Stairs and 
Walls ſball fall to the Fo Here by Mountain, 


e. 


is figured the pride and hau3htineſs of che Hypocrites 


Mind in his Religion, figured by 1/aiab, by Oaks 


Baſan, and Crdars of Lebanon , and divers other 
things. By Stars, is figured the ways whereby man 
hopes toalcend ivto Heaven, towit, to attain ettr- 


\ nal happineſs ; and by W-#s is figured all ſtrong fup- 


ports that the Hypocrite hopes in; for that he hopes 
nct in God: Further he faith, [ will deſtroy thee, and 
lzave but a ſixth part of thee, 1 will canſe thy Bom and 
Arrows to fall our of thy hands, and thou fhalt fall up 
0 the Mountains of Tſrael. Here is figured the turt- 
1n2 of Hypocrites unto the Truth of God , when he 
is broyzht to the Mountains of 1/racl, to wit, "y 
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converted by the grit Love of God, and to be re- 
ing ceived into his free Grace; theſe are the Mountains - 
TY © Iſrael , and then their Bows and Arrows will fall out 

| Bf th:ir hands) to wit, then they will ceaſe to perſe- 


| as 
cal, MW cute the Church, as Paxl did; and then he ſhall be 
ws, Y 4froyed, but 4 ſixth part left;, to wit, all Hypocrifte 
13. & ad fleſhly mindedneſs deſtroyed, but ſome part is 
hat left to be the exerciſe of Chriſtians Patience and 
on, MI Fiith, and ro keep them in humility, that they have 
- of MW nothing to glory in, that they may acknowledge ſtiB 
and MW that they have nothing but what they have received 


(ta I his is that Prick in the fleſh thar was upon Panl. Fur- 
ther he faith, 7 mil give thee to every feathered Fowl, 
the ard Beaſ of the Earth to be devoured; to wit, all that 
bein WM is of the flzſhly power and wiſdom ſhall be caft out to 
wo, WM em that fly away from God, and live in beaſtly- 
;h- MW nindednefs, for their food it is. This is figured in 
hts, Iſaiah, by caſting their Idols to the Bats and Molerof the 
him I #t6,to wit, to them that live in darkneſs and earthly 
ith, M mindednefs. 
and BY Laſtly, He faith, 7 well ſend a fire on Magog,and thew 
in, [44t dwell ſafely in the Iſies, & they fhall know that I am 
tze Loxd, So the Divine ſaith, Fire came down from 
sof  #:4en and devoured them, whereby is figured the 
Word of God, which is a burning fire to deſtroy all 
nan MW ["iquity and hypocriſie;; and then doth man know 
er- i G0d; as Pau did never know God before, although 
up- he was a ſtri& Profeſſor of godlineſs. Then he faith, 
pes  fhat all in 1f-ael ſhat ſer fire pon all the weapon: where- 
and Wl th Gog and his Army fought againfl them ſeven years, 
and Vuch figureth, that every true Chriſtian ſhall, by the 
«- | Word of God, that true heavenly Fire, burn up all' 
power. of Hypocrifie that riſeth in his mind , all the 
fears or days of his Life ; for by ſeven is figured All 
= | Pp en 
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in wany places of Ecripture ; a$ by ſeven Churches 
of Aſi, is meant all the Churches of A{a. 
Again he ſaith, They ſhall rob thoſe that robbed them, 
and ſpoil thoſe that ſpoiled them: to wit, fleſhly Aﬀe- 
ctions andearthly Delights, which carry out Hypa- 
crites trom fincerity in the profeſſion of Religion; it 
is tae life of -Chriſtianity to crucifie the fleſh, and 
mortifie all earthly mindedneſs. | 
Further he faith, that they ſhall give Gog a Burial-- 
pl.ce in Iſrael, ard every one that paſſeth by ſhall top 
his Neſe ;, to wit, that when the hypocrite is made q 
true (.hriltian, , all his former hypocritical Religion 
oy ſtink to. him, as Paul ſaid that he accounted bu to 
£ HNT . | | 


And he faith, They ſhall;bury them ſeven Months ; 
wHIC11S the ſameFigureas burning their weapons ſeven 
yearss And if ary Travellers that paſs through tht 
Lend, ſee a Boneof a man, he ſtall ſet a 7Mark by it, 
till the Buricrs have buried it, which is, that every, 
Chriſtian ſhall continually watch that there be no- 
thing of the wit, wiſdom, power or luſt of -man in 
his life and converſation, but that it be mortified by 
the Spirit. ; | 
Then he faith, be will ſacrifice, and make. a feaſt 
zo all feath:red fowls and beaſts, and they ſhall be filled 
" with horſes and chariots; which word. may plainly. 
ſhew it is a ftzurartive Speech, and it isthe ſame that 
15 befors ſet forth in giving them to theſe tobe de- 
voured. He:tce he ſheweth , that by this his work 
all people ſhall know , to wit ( all that are convett- 
ed) that ie is God, and that it was for their fin and 
tranſzrefſions that he hid his face from. them, and 
gave them up into the hand of their enemies, and 
that when they had born tha ſhame of their ſins, and 
their living in capelels ſegurity in a plentiful Land 
: LED, 
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hen he looked upon their affliction, and in -great 
ompaſſion he delivered them our of their enemies 
hand, to wit, out of the. powes: of Satan and:Sin, 
e- © :xdgathered them into their own Land, even to ive 
o- Wl by faith, and thar he will hide his face no more from 
ic W them, to wit, he will make himleli known unto them 
nd WY i jeſus, for that is his face and light of his counte- 
| nance, and-his love that ſhall never be changed ; for 
-- WY inhim ke hath made them his ſons, and given his Spi» 
op Wl it togvide them into all truth. ON 
T' Hence is a Viſion given to the: Prophet of a ew 
on WW 7:vple to be built, andall the Ordinances thereof, a 
to MW Tipe and Figure. of Chriſt ; for. he:is the Temple 
MW vierein alone God will be worſhipped for ever,. and 
; MW ijwbom our Bodies are madeche Temples of the li- 
2 MW ing God, and hes the Altar whereon we are offet- 
he: WW dunto.God body; ſoul and ſpirit, . by him holy, and 
it, MW nt dead in fins, bat living unto. hjm, and findac- 
1), WM ceptance ; he is the door by which we enter into the 
o- MWord of God; and find food and -.paſture unto onr 
in MW ſouls; and there are many doors deſcribed. to this 
dy MW Taple, Genifying that. there is by him free entrance 
to God for people ofall forts; one for the King, by 

iſt WM vbich, he laying down his Crown, to wit, humbled 
«4 MinSoul under fence of his ſins, looketh upon him- 
ly. WI #if no better than his meaneſt Subject, and ſo:com- 
at Wiz to God, receives a Crown of eternal Glory; 
e- Midthis js the fame gare at which the Lord entred ; 
rk Wor our Lord Jeſus, thoygh it was no robbery ta 
t- Make himſelf equal with the Father, yet he took up- 
id Wonbimſelf the form of a Servant, and ſuffered in ir, 
1d FW ildreceived the Crown of Glory tobe the only Re- 
1d FW feemer, Mediator, Sanctifier and Saviour of all ſin- 
id Weis; another Gate whereby Fews enter,that through 
d Fin calting off all their righteouſneſs as an unholy 
| thing, 
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thing, they may receive a Crown of Glory by the 
true righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed nnto them 
another Gate is for the Greeks to etiter in, - this 
throngh him their wiſdom being confounded, tt 
my r2ceive a Crown of Glory, veing madetruj; 
wie nato ſalvation by him who is the wiſdom of the 
Father. Another is for ignorant prophane perſon, 
wherein entring bewailing their Ignorance and Pro 
R—_— they may receive a Crown of Glory in 
nowing the only true God, and Jeſus the Redeeme 
of the world, which is eternal Life. Another Gat, 
there is for all Drunkards , Whoremongers, and al 
filthy laftful perſons to enter in at, mourning for 
their kilthineſs and uncleannelſs, the miſpent time 0 
their former Life, and receive a Crown of Glory 
the waſhing of their Souls in the Blood of Jeſusto 
the forgiveneſs of their ſins and newnelſs of Life, 
Another Gate there is for the Blackmore to enter 
at, weeping and'aſhamed that he is ſo black that he 
is aſhamed ta appear before the Lord, his finfalneh 
having made his Soul as black as his skin, that he mz 
receive a Crown of Glory through Jeſus, by com 
ing through the: great tribulations, and having his 
Garments, Soul and Skin and all waſhed and mad: 
white by the blood of Jeſus. Another Door theres 
for-the Eunuch. and Stranger to enter in, the one 
complaining that he is a dry Tree, and the other 
mourning that he is not of the Seed of Abrahan, 
that they may receive Crowns of eternal Glory, the 
- one being made fruitful by Jefus the true Vine, and 
the other made near by the blood of the heavenly 
Covenant. Another Door there is for all that are 
featrered through many Nations; and wandring 1! 
By-ways, having no ſure abiding place to enteril, 


berailing their deſolate condition, that they -may , 
eine 
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ea Crown of Glory through Jeſus, and be ga» 
tered into unity of Spirit with the Sons of God. 
joy Windows there are to ſignifie that he is the 
Loht that enlightens every one that beheverth in 
in, that they may not walk' in darkneſs any more, 
Mit have the light of everlaſting Life abiding in them 
adthere are many little Windows that every Chri- 
ſian may beholdthemſalvey in him, and not be for- 
xtfol hearers, but doers-of the Word, and may be 
danged into the ſame Image as by the Spirit of God, 
that they may bear no longer the Image of the firſt 
iam unto fin and corruption, but be transformed 
atothe Image-of the Lord Jeſus unto life and falva- 
ton. And there are Poſts op Pillars, ſignifying that 
ſeſus is the Pillar and Ground of Fruth , whereby 
dl Belicvers.are fanCtified apd upholden by him in 
the ways of God, and - therefore he ſaith, that rbey 
w their King ſhell never more defile his holy Name by 
their Fornications. - 

There are many Chambezs, ſenifying that there 
$good, ſure.and fafe-reſting places for a} that are 
him made Kings and Prieſts unto their God. 

Aud there iffued: Waters from under the Fhreſnald of 
tk Houſe which, xofe up rpthe Ankles, then to the Knees, 
then tp the E'oins, and becomes an unpaſſuble River ; fig - 
Wing, that from Jeſus: is adminiſtred Grace and 
ſuitfulneſs' to-every Believer according to his ſtate 
ad place in ths Church; that every one may be 
roupht 40 the fulus [1 of the ſtatrve of A490 171 Chri#, 
ad till a falneſs abiding in- him beyond the compre- 
lenfion of a man in this life. a 
Here isalſo deſtribed'a new diviſion of the Land 
if Caxaan, wherein is appointed that they give to 
"i F'47 Stranger an InherBanee in every Tribe where 
” ie dnelleth j ſignifying, that God pytsno difference 

| | between 
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572 - An Expoſition of the- 
herween Few and Gentiles (as Peter ſaid) purifying th 
hearts of all by faith ;, all ſhall have habitation, and 


pomen andr:it and fulneſs in Jeſus , that are weanet 
rom this worlds fulneſs.. 


Fo EESOS 
— 


"DANIEL. 


Cap. 2.FN this Chapter is NevuchadnezzarsDrean 
. which was gone from him, that he coul 

not declare it, & yet he muſt have the wiſe men tode 
clare the Dream and the Interpretation, . otherwiſe! 
they ſhould all be ſlain; which ſhews man in his natu- 
ral eſtate lifted up with-greatneſs in the:world, hoy 
furious he is and unreaſonable. 07) Yo Com 
Secondly, The Altrologers and Wiſe men have ng 
other courſe to take for the ſaving of. their Lives; 
they could tell the King,, that nore'conld d:clare it but 
the Gods ,, whoſe. awelling- 1s zot with fleſh ; but Dani, 
though he knew. the ſame; yet he believed that Gol 
would declare it, as is written, that he.revealeth all bu 
Secrets to bis. Servants the Prophets. Now.intheDream 
is the opening of the Myſtery of our Salvation ; for 
the ſeveral parts of this Image ſets forth: the ſeveral 
condition of mans eſtate beforethat Chriſt bereveal/ 
cd in bim, ,although the Tranſlator in the Marginat- 
tributes ts.ſeyeral Monarchies that [ſhould -be upon 
carth before [Chriſt's.coming in the fleſh; but this 
ſpeaks not of his coming ;in the. fleſh; for then be 
camenot to-xeign and ſubdue'-all things: under hin, 
(as here is ſpoken of )) bug to be the ſervant of all, 
and to be_.flgin of wicked,men: Although Dane 
fpokeas of four Monarchies, and though there mig 
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LMonarchies on the earth ſeemingly anſwering to 
i< an interpretation, all that is nothing; for there 
viſt be upon every defence, to wit upon every Scri- 
nie which holds forth the glorious Myſtery of our 
@ration; there muſt be a literal Expoſition ſeem- 
Wir! agreeable to it, that Gods Law Way be bound 
— Wi) and bis Teſtimony ſealed among, his Diſciples , 


I 
xtthough man would make it ſo, it agrees not; for 
f his Coming ſhould break down all Monarchies, 
jtall theſe Monarchies were. not all at once ; but 
ke (ys it breaks them all, the Iron, Clay, Braſs, Sil- 
«a4 Gold; And again,as it is his ſpiritual Coming, 
tmeddles not with earthly temporal Monarchies,but 
.- Witat Spirit within man, which lufteth to envy, Gods 
jirit, which is a Spirit of Love, comes to deſtroy 

t. Therefore that which is figured by theſe ſeveral 
Monarchies, is firſt the Head, to wit, mans Wit and 
licy, whereby he will cunningly enter-into all the 
'W*iptures, comprehend and expound all dark Say- 
*% 2nd ſearch into the deep things of God, and 
Waka with the tongue of Men and Angels. The 
{ond is his Breaſt and Arms, which is his Power to 
. Work; for the Arms are the Members or Inſtru- 
 W"ents of working, which though he cannot go as 
Wires his Head comprehends, yet he can imitate all 
MWievnorks that the Servant of Goddoth in Spirit, he. 
MW form a likeneſs of it in bodily ations, under- 
Wding and obeying the Word after the Letter, as 
Wpray, read, hear, faſt, give Alms, repent, obey 
lie Law, believe the Goſbel, yea, and give his goods 
Witte poor, and his body to be burned. The third 
blis Belly and his Thighs, which are but ſerviceable 
llembers to others more principal ; but that the Bel- 
$the cleanſing part , to caſt outall impurity z.and 
lerein he fails, for when he would caſt Hereticks 
Out 


574 - An Expolition of the - 

out of the Church, he miſtakes, and deſtroys th 
People of God ; therefore this is compared to Rr; 
whoſe Ruſt is abſolute Poyſon. The fourth Parti 
the Legs, which are of fron, that breaks all thins 
1m pieces, his goings are after ways of wickedneſs 
he ſtamps underfoot all the Servants of God as muc 
as he can; therefore David ſaich, bis feet are ſwift; 
ſhed blood;, but God ſhortens his Power; therefor 
his Toes are part of Potters Clay, which cannot mi 
with the Iron ; therefore there is ſome weakneſs; by 
they mix with the ſerd of mes, to wit, they adjoyn a 
the power of the Mapiftrate to maintain their 2; 
lous fiery Religion, to burn: and deftroy the Peopli 
of God, but yet they ſhall not prevail ; as Paul ff 
cured Letters from the High Prieft to bring all boundi 
Jerufalem that profeſſed rhe Name of Feſus, but yet bi 

revailed not : for then it was Gods time tolay tc 

is hand, and help his Servants; and therefore ash 
is riding at Noon-day, a Light ſhines about him great 
tban the Light of the Sun, and down be pors tot 
gronnd,all is now broken in pieces,his Gold, Braſsgll 
ver, and liron, his Head, his Breaft and Arms, Be 
ly, and Thighs, Legs and Toes, all are broken ali 
confounded, to wit, his wiſdoni is become foolilt 
neſs ; therefore now he counſels him that will b 
wiſe, to become a fool, that he'may be truly wiſe 
his works that he counted great righteouſneſs are be 
come Leſs and Dung ;, his Zeal to ſeparate Heretick 
from the Church, was to. perſecute Jeſus and 
Saints, his violent cruelty to ſtampall rhe Saints a1 
der foot, is now fallea upon his own head, and 06 
Is ſtamped under foot, and perſecuted by the (amt 
blind Zeal. > 2 

Cap. 4. This containeth the ſecond Dream,0 

' Nebnehadgez.zar, who had magnified the God hes 
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iz, upon bis interpretation of his firſt Dream, and 
the God of Shadrach , Meſhack, and Abednego, upon 
their delivery from his Cruelty , bur yet was lifted 
win pride of heart, therefore God gives hima ſe- 
md Dream, wherein, by Dame's interpretation, 
tetells him firſt what he is according to his proud 
thoughts of himſelf; that retained not in his mind 
theremembrance of Gods great Power in delivering 
tisthree Servants from his Cruelty, . but ſtill eſteems 
tinſelf as God, a preſerver of all beaſts of theearth, 
ad fowls of the ayr, and that his Glory reached up 
toheaven as well as over all the earth ; bur then he 
tels him plainly what ſhall become of him ; and 
Daniel Rrands aſtonied a whole hour at the terrible 
ſidement chat ſhould fall upon him : then being re- 
_u of the King to ſpeak freely, and not be trou- 


—_—y | : 

Firſt, he ſhews how much he was troubled at 
it, ſaying, The Dream be to them that bate thee, and- 
the interpretation to thy enemes;, then he ſhews him 
what God. will do with him; and then gives himt- 
dod counſel how to divert the Judgments of God ; 
bt the Lord deferring his Judgment a whole year, 
ie continues his pride ſtill, and boaſting, ſaith, Is nor 
th; great Babel that I have built by the might of my pow- 
r, for the glory of my Majeſty ? therefore while the 
Wd 1a in his mouth, a voyce came down from heaven, 
ad let him -know that the interpretation of the 
Dream ſhould be fulfilled upon him; and the Deed 
mas done that very hour ; whence it ts manifeſt, firſt, 
W flatall che manifeſtarion of Gods wiſdom ( as ith&#9 

W terpreration of the firſt Dream) and of his pow- 
@ (as in that wonderful deliverance of his thtee 
&rvants |} tor all the manifeſtation of his dreadful 
Judgments againſt Pride, and all wholſon Connel 
FE, Te tnat 


_ 
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that man can give, will not prevall to pull downthe 

Pride of mans heart ; bot yet ſo great is Gods pood- 

nels, that he ſheweth all this patience and long ſuſfe. 

rance towards him ; but when all this Prevails nor, 

if hebea Veſſel of wrath, he lets him run on head. 

long to deſtruCtion ; - but if he be a Veſlel of mercy, 

he caſts bis hook in his noſirils, and: hi bit in his jaw, 

and brings him back, by the way be hath not known, and 

leads him to the hill of bis ſalvation , and ſhews hum hu 

Glory. . Hence it appears this great proud King was 

ordained to Mercy, therefore the greater he was, 

and the more he rejects or neglects all his teſtimo- 

nies and admonitions, the moxe heavy will he lay 

his hand upon him; therefore it may be that he 

changed his Body according to his Dream, for a ter- 

Tible ſpectacle to others; but however the Powerdf 

God was great upon his Soul, to make him know 

that his heart was a Den of filthy Beaſts, and a Cage 

of unclean Birds ( asevery wicked mans 1s) which 

It may be was all that was figured by this changing 
of his Form; but it might be ſo dreadfnl as todrive. 
him into a diſtraction of Senſes, ſo that the Govern- 
ment of his Kingdom was performed by others, and 

in that time he might delight to be in the open Air, 
and to eat. graſs like a Beaſt, imagining. himſelf tobe 
a Beaſt or feathered Fewl; for many diſtraCted per: 

ſons are carried into ſtrange Fancies ; but however it 

was with the Body, it matters not, for the woke 
God was to bring him to a right underſtanding , ac- 

cording to the words of the Dream, even to KttoW. 
himſelf to be but man, and that the God of Heaven 
rule:h alſo inthe Earth, and diſpoſety Kingdoms cum 
as he pleaſes, that the true fear of God might live 1 
his heart. And whereas he faith ſeuen times paſſed 
ever hirs, is no number of days , years or w_ 
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tat are ſignified thereby,. for ſeven. is' uſed in Scrip- 


underſtanding was given him, and the- fear of God 
rerfectly eſtabliſhed in his mind, and then the God 
& mercy turned all his ſorrow into joy. 

Chap. 5. In this Chapter is the like example of a 
Vigon given £0. Belſhazzar another proud, King, that 
ited up his mind to drink in the Veſſels of the Lords 
Houſe brought from Jeruſalem, magnifying his Gods 
was, fl «Gold, Silver, Braſs and Stone, probably diſdain- 
imo. Wl itz the God of 7/rael, as ore that was not able to de- 
> lay MV, his people gut, of their hands, and therefore 


t fs Wikis a hand to write before him, which terrified him * 


ter. W6, that the: joynts' of, his Joins were. looſed, and his 
er of I ines (note. together, fo in haſt was he for all his wiſe 
now {cn to incerpret the Viſion, but.though they had the 
Cape MI viiting before them, She could not read it, till Dz- 
hich M#!came, who) had the Spirit of God, for it was of 


ging Miioſethings whichiGod hath hid from rhe wiſe, of the 


Irive M'9rld: But this Viſion was, given to reprove this 
- Whig 2nd not to. convert him, as Nebuchadnezzars 


'ErN- Fig 5-45 114 anbre 

and {ram was,therefore Daniel ſpeaks very peremtorily, 
Air, (4 09t regarding him. nor his gifts, yet the Writing 
robe Fonifeſts the power of God upon, him, thou art weigh 


td, and art found 109 light, for this is the great work of 


['- 
a it {Wo to make man know, that he is lighter and vainer 
*k of lan vanity , all-his wiſdom to be fooliſhneſs, all his 
 ac- M'siteouſneſs as filthy and ſtinking dung, all his honour 
tiow ME 3 vain reputat.on amonſt men, all his ffrength, 


; gh he have ne er ſo great armies, but like a ſmall 
une ſtick ini the preſence of God ;' he will make 
Frops, Flies, Lice, Caterpillars or the like moſt 
UWtemptible- creatures to devour him, as he did by 


Phtach King of Egype. 
* Q q. Chan 


F2 


we for a number of perfection, therefore it ſigni- - 
festhat this power of God. was upon. him, till a true . 
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578 _ - An Expoſition of-the- 
C:ip.7.Here Danzel begins to declare hisownViſnen' 
Vaich God gave him;And the Viſions whichGod pivey 
!o hisProphets are got concerningKingdotng'andthay: 
eIterations, as the tranſlator expounds this in the mar. 
cent,bur it is the revealing unto hisProphets all his ſe- 
crets concerning his Chureh,therefore hereby the four 
Beaſts he holds forth four conditions of mans corruþt 
beaſt like nature, before Chriſt be reveaked inhimh 
the Father; Firſt, be 1s 1/he a roaring Lyon,before whom if 
Beaſts of the Forreſt tremble at his roarmg, o every 
King would have all his people to obey every word he 
ſpeiks, be it never ſo contrary to God or goodneſs, 
and every one would be a King or chief Commander! 
among his fellows, his proud thoughts fly thus high 
hke wings, but theſe wings -are cnt of,” anda mans 
heart is given him, that is he myſt be raed by reaſon 
(which is the difference berween man and beaſt) and 
ſo be content with his-own ſtate; there muſt be King 
and Subject, Parents and Children, Maſters and Set- 
vants, every one contentwith his place, f 
The ſecond ſtate of nature is fierce and cruel, 
like a wild Bear; he ſtands upon the one ſide in any 
controverſie, when he hath heard the” one party,” or 
if he have a favour to one party he will not hate the 
other, but utterly deſtroy them if he can, and his 
ſpecch is as fierce as the wild Bear that hath the banes 
in his mouth, as if he had deyoured already, an they 
 faid anto him, ariſe and d:veur much flefb , to wit, all 
hiswit and thoughts and devices are to deſtroy all hc 
Can. FSI 
The third eſtate hath ſabtle Policy joyned_to is 
cruel mind, whereby he flies ſpeedily upon whomlbe- 
yer he ſets himſelf againſt;as a fowl might fly twice 2: 
taſt with four wings,and he hath ſo much running Wi 
'25if he had four heads, and d9minion is given = q 
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wit, by his power and policy he prevails over 


many. 

T # forrth eſtate of the natural and carnal Mind,is 
jet more cruel;even terrible and very ſtrong, the lon- 
rer man cofitinves in this cotrupt ſtate, ignorant of 
God and void of his fear, the worſe he grows, there- 

MI fore he is ſaid to be nnlike to what he was before ; for 
by i hath 1en hotns, to wit, he grows five times more 
mY cl than a Beaſt, for the Beaſt of prey Kills afd eats 
very ſy fisfill, and. goes away, but cruel man is not ſo ſatis- 
dheW fed, but when he hatf overconie his adverſary, an 
neſs, MW ft all his pretended lufftes or wrongs ſatisfied, yet he 
nder 6 not conteat, but: purſues him, till he hath utterly 
high lined him and his family, as is often manifeſt. But 
mans the Prophet conſidering theſe horns, to wit, exceed- 
60M inzly aſtonifht and perplext that mawcan be ſo diſ- 
and MW Glutely wicked, Behold X greater wonder, anothcf dittle 
King #7, 5:fore whom three of the firſt horns Were pluckt a- 
| Ser- Wl #4, and it had eyes like rbe cyes of a_man, but a mouth 

WH ſfteakeng preſiurmptuous things ;, and this is Religion, but 
rel, ff is a carnal Religion, but there muſt -need be a 
1 any I fftit ſew of humility , and therefore its called a 
y.” ory fitle horn; and there muſt be .alfo a great ſlew of 
e the Acformation, and therefore an abatement of. pride, 

ol and luſt, 4nd covetouſneſs, thoſe three horns ſeem to 
& pluckt away in outward appearance,and there fore 
tis faid ro have eyes like the eyes of a Bangas if he woul 
teno more like a beaſt ashe had been, but he will. 
fepent of his fins and fear God, and live honeſtly a- 
mng men, if words will do it, but the heart is not 
Tenewed by the Grace of God, therefore talkes pre- 
MW mpruous things, the Lord Jeſus ſaid, mo man tart 
"Mr into the Kingdom of Heaven except he be regenerate, 
bic he will perform all Righteouſneſs without Rege- 
Ration or eMe he ſays he was repenerate, when he _ 
Q_q 2 | Was 


$9 - An Expoſition of the: 
was baptized with water, tho the Baptiſm of-Teſus is | 
by fire and the Holy Ghoſt, that fin may be cleanſed 
out , burnt up-by fire and the Soul ſanctified by the 
Holy Ghoſt. Theſe are preſumptuous things ; yet 
he ſays more , he will walk ſo holily and pray ſo fer- 
vently that he will get Chriſt and faith and the ſpirit 
of prayer, which are the mighty and free gifts of God 
by Chriſt, theſe are preſumptuous things; yet he dces 
more, like Lucifer he exalts himſelf above all that is 
called God in heaven and in earth. Therefore. it's 
now high time that the thrones be ſer and the ancient 
of days ſit, to wit that God ariſe to judgment upon 
this proud preſumptuous treaſure, Hs garment was 
white as ſnow , to-wit he appeared to judge in righ- 
teouſneſs : the harr of his head like pure wool , toit 0 
clear that his judgment ſhall have no more of defet in 
it; his Throne like fire that. flames , and bis wheels like 


burning fire , to wit his judgment will burn up all that 
appeares evil before him eitheir 1n his ſeat or jn.his 
going out, for the Scepter of. his realm maintains 
righteouſneſs ; therefore a fiery flame iſſued and came 
Forth bifere him , to wit true aid perfect judgment fell 
upon all his adverſaries ; thouſands upon thouſands mis 
miſtred unto him and ſtood nefere him, to wit, an infinite 
U 


number of true and faithful witneſſes gave teſtimony 
to the uprightneſs of his judgements; all evil Angels 
and wicked men acknowledgethat their puniſhments 
juſt,and all the'redeemed;zeſtifie that their ſalyation1s 
bnly by his free Grace ; Therefore the Prophet be- 
held becauſe of the preſumptuons words of the little horn, 
and he ſees the Beaſt ſlain and his body deſtroyed and gruen 
70-the burning fire, to wit, till God exalted his fiery 
Law, that it came upon him, (as it did upon Pau 
when he was ative in his own righteouſneſs which yas 
by the Law, and he therein blameleſs) then hs 
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red and he dyed, as for the o:h:r Beaſts they had their 
dominion taken away ;, but their lives prolongee for a cer- ' 
tain ſeaſon, To wit, the raign and power of Sin is de- 
ſroyed , bur it lives to exerciſe the converted foul 
with faith and patience, and to keep him ſenſible. 
of his weakneſs and the Enemies power, that he 
may keep conftant watch girt about with the whole 
armour of God, that he may conquer through 
Chriſt : Therefore now the Prophet ſees the Lord 
tome and +:e2rve from the Father an everlaſting dominion 
treign in and with his Saints, that are gathered cut of 
al Nations, Kindreads ana People, that they alſo by him 
redeemed may res2n in righteouſneſs with him,and necer be. 
apfroea.” Hh. 
''The Expoſition that is given to Dame! ſhews this 
fxpoſition- to be'true, for he ſays the four Beaſts 
are four Kings "which ſhall ariſe out of the earth;, hence 


- aifes'all the natural powers ſpoken of, and he ſays, 


they would take the Kingdom of the Saints of the mojt 
High, this is that which Hypocrites ſtrive at, and of 
the fourth Beſt he ſpeaks inlike manner though not. 
{v amply ;-bei = e th'n2s of God were to be hid, - 
{roin all the*wife of the world, and not fully revealed 
tl Chriſt come and open the ſeven ſealed Book, and 
real the myſteries of his heavenly Kingdom to his 
ſervants by tis Holy Spirit. 

'Coap. 8. Here is Daniels ſecond Viſion, and the 


iiterpretation of it but a figure ; ſo that though ic. 


Ws 'piven to' Darrel by an Angel, yet was it buta. 
lteral expoſition of ir, the ſpirirual was awanting, 


tierefore' Danzel was ſick, and aſtoniſht at the Viſion 


lbrcertain days; 'but certainly there is no cauſe for a 
mn of "God to' be ſo, for hearing of Wars in-thz 
tieWorld; is no trouble to them, for our Saviour 
hath fo taught vs, when ye hear of 1/ars ant rumours of 


Qq 93 Har 
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Wars be not troubled ;, but lift vp your heads for your 
falvation draweth near, bat that which troubleth the. 
Prophet was the miſtery of this Viſion, for by thig 
Ram or King, of the edzs and Perſoars is figured the 
Hypocritc under the adminiſtration of the Law, that 
comes in his great ſtrengzh wherein he boaſteth thay 
he is rouching the adminiſtration pf the Law blame, 
leſs, aud outttriperhall his Companions, as Paw did 
and who con'd ſtand before him ; the Heathens they 
WETre norm worthy ro he nained, the ſons of Relial in If 
rael,to Wit,profane perions-they wanted:{trongCorrer 
tion: The Chriſtians, he trampled under foot, and 
made havock of them, as himſelf expreft.it; Thus be, 
puſhr againtt Welt, North and South; But then there 
aroſe another King ont ol tha Weſt,narJeſus by whom 
Paul was ſubje.: ed by Love,for he, was a Lamb, and he 
came at the riſing Sun and-braught light with-himzbut, 
this is a Goat or King of Grecza that comes out of. the. 
Weſt where the Sun ſets,ſure he is a ciyld of darkn 
for this figures the Hypacrites under the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Goſpel,he ſeefns to have two F96-ne thinks, 
he knows well egough, what pertains. both to-Law: 
and Goſpel, but there appears a horn. between then” 
he is for fighting ; he will fubdue all by the powers of 
the ſword, he is not for winning all by. love; and hee. 


. 


k +» 
* 


ig a Hypocrite he comes with- great arguments gf: 
reaſos, which is ths ground of. all hymanewiſdew, 
_ almoit ati men, agree with him and pretending t8- 
Goſpe! of Jelus, all men think themſelves bound i9, 
take part with him. Therefore he comes with ſo grea%i 
ſtrength, the Ram cannot. ſtand before him ; thetp; 


* 


maſt. be no mention of the Law, nor of its Sacrifices' 
andCeremouics after the Goſpel is come,ſa ths Goats: 
grows cycecding great; he that makes 2 profeſiog! 
et the Gofpcl and carries it on by. multiplying Pie 
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'cepts. tines, rules, lefſons and inſtruCtions 1s magnihed 
by all religious men ; but when he is ſtrongeſt , his 
zreat horn is broken; and when no adverſary appears, 
.0.ſtrange? what is the matter, Hypocrifie cannot ſtand 
.orcontinge im'one way, and therefore is-broken into 
.four anſwerable to the four quarters of the World, 
.for it ſpreads:.its ſelf into as many forms; as'men in- 
,ventand deyifenew opinions and ways of conceited 
bolinefs,and out of one, of theſe ariſes a. little horn, 
eren one» pretending to bemott like Chriſt in meek- 
nets and Jowlinefs, .as if he would be:fervant even to 
«ſcrvancs,. and he grows great even both againſt men 
and againft God and'alkhis Hoſt, there's nothing more 
,proud ant havghty thati counterfeired humility,and he 
om I :caſts.down'fome of Gods' Hoſts and: Stats even to the 
he I ground,” tolwitz, prevaily.with ſome: true believers, 
but WI -f0jovn with um in thatway,. a faithful: mans fimpli- 
g I (ty is ſoon deceived with ſuch pretended humility, 
ey therefore this:Hypocrifte prevails fgr a time, and the 
ra- MI \Gafly Gorifigetis taken away; for they find no neceſ- 
ks. WF (ffy, 'and/then prayer and praiſes which are Chriſtians 
ay I ſacrifice ard inwain, and the' place of the Sanctuary 
By I 13 caſt downz-to- wit, Jeſus, they have no need of 
of him,they keeÞ his name in remembrance that he hath' 
bd 
of 
MN, 


Wrought Redemption and\Satvation, but that he is a 

Gyly Redeemer, Interceſſor, Sanctifier and Saviour, 

they kniow gpthing of him, they have-no need ot him ; 
he: WY but this:proudi lirtlt horn ſhall be deſtroyed withcur 
to, WM (end; power of man can do nothing in deſtroying of 
t; | iHypocg6e and eftabliſhing truth on the Earth, thac 
45 tne wook:of Chriſt alone to give peace to his ſer- 
2s WM Wants, but: fuch as the world knows/ not of, inthe 
6M #954 muſt beno ſuchthing,. for thereis no peace to 
9; MW fie wicked, tlicic filthy: minds are like waves of the 
» I 5 cotinuaitycaſting} out. froth and filth. This 
” 8 Q q 4 Wa 


_— 


5 V& An Expoſition of the--* 
_- was that which afflicted the. Prophet ſo-much, and 
made him fick and aſtoniſht, to conſider that man's 
heart and mind is fo wicked, and deceitful, to pollute 
the whole word of God,toplay theHypocrite both.in 
Law and Goſpel, where he profeſles to be moſt low. 
ly, there to exceed all humane Pride, where he'pre. 
tends moſt for Chriſt, thereto perſecuteall his Saints, 
This was it, that made »the. Prophet Fererry ito wiſh 
bis head to be a well of Water, and hiseyes Fountains if 
fears to bewaile the hurt of the aayghter of his people, to 
- wit, their corropt and ſinful hearts, 1, 
And this.is ſuch an Expoſition, asall the Scriptute 
ſhonld be expounded with, not to concern any. pat- 
ticular Nation er ſome few Nations, but. to concetn 
the whole- World, for all: are his creatures, ..andhe 
will ſave ſome ont of every Nation and Ifland,though 
far off us upon the. Scas.;- and this Expoſition tonch- 
eth all people, forall have ſome form of worſhipping 
ſuch Idols as are ſeen or heard, or conceived 111 the 
heart of man, therefore the work of -God'is tpdraw 
them from all ſuch things to him, that is:-beyond madly 
comprehenfion , which made the Philoſopher' fay, 
' (when he had ſearched. out and treated of all things 
that his wit could reach unto) O thing aboveal 
' thirgs have mercy on me:. Again. this Expoſition holds 
forth the grourd of-all contentions and wars in Na- | 
tions, as of our preſent jealouſies, for gey that hold 
- works mcritarious., although they., profeſs Faith in 
. Chriſt rhey are abſolute maintainers of Salvation' by 
.the works of the Law, and they that profeſs Salvation 
by Faith in Chriſt only, and yet joyn any other thing | 
- as ſo neceſlary as without which no man can be ſaved, 
as good indeavours,-or our form of Religion what- 
- Ever it be, is but :Hypocritical, and'woyld caſt out 
- Wl other Nations, and all of this Nation, that is not 
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Difficult Texts in Daniel. 525 
nd MM their form, but there is more mercy with God, that 
m's Wc my be honoured: throughout all the world; they 
ute W jar bave Idols of wood, -ſtone, braſs, ſilver, gold, 
in MW rfron, he will make them throw them away t9the 
ow- WW 3:ts'and Moles, and thoſe that have forms of Reli- 
re- MW viod;j they worſhip God as Bal, to wit, asa Lord 
nts, t hath preſcribed to them a form, withour obſer- 
wiſh W inp! wich no Salvation, not as 7/chi my bysband 
of Wl through whoſe love 1 am drawn unto hjm, and made 
, to Minitfyl, and who pardons all'my ſins, and heals all 

nj/backſlidings,' and loves me freely, And they to 
ture Whom the Goſpel is not preached by the. words of 
par- Wma,-it is preached by the works and creatures of 
cern Wl God; ſor the heavens declare the glory of God, the firma- 
d'he Wer h:with bis handy work, though they have:nd 
gh 4A nor language, '3et their ſound is gone over all 


och» Wie Facch, for God hath ſhewed| his divine. Power 
ping WadGodhead by the rhings'he hath creared; and hath 
the Winn and doth. tontinualy give ſufficient teſtimony 
raw Wfbis goodnel$, givitlg; us Fuicful ſhowers in due 
nas Wiaſon, and filling. our hearts with, joy and gladneſs, 
fay, Mad by chis his mercy fome ate drawn' co love. him, 
ings Wher him, truſt in him; and honour 'him above all. 
e.al Witings, and others are left without excuſe, , his hand 
olds 0M man in the conſideration of his creaturus, . or:his 
Na- Wvorks will work wonderfully to bring man to the true 
hold Wfir'þf God; 'and” # firm faith in his Mercy'; and 
h in Writhour thaWand' preaching, of. Law , apd Goſpel 
n'by Woalsnothin SP Rer thichand is Jeſus his living and 
tion Worickning ' word,” whois his Fa rat and wiſdom 
= thlvation in'all'both Jews and Gentiles. *. GOT, 
ved, W Chap.'g. Yerſe 24. Here is an Angel ſent to de- 
rhat- (ire to Damet That which his foul deſired, and that 
L out Wntich all the Prophets and'holy' men of God, yea, 
5 not Wd the Angels of Heaven deſired to look into, not 


the 


; 
| 


> WY 


—E 


596, AuExvolition.. of yl 


the bringing of 1/7ael out. of aptivity in Babylon a 
buildin gig th ity of fon, Ke ih bh: 
pounded in the margent, butt e bringing of the-true 
Iſraet of God out of Captivity to-Satan and, Sin, 

the” building of the, City of God, wang hich 
from above, aad the revealing. iſt 1n an 
the ſoul , and the death of Jeſas and wg refurreft 

apd the death and reſurrection of his Saints wi 
And he ſhews him, that for this whole work AM 
weeks kre determined, firſt upon whom,upon thy pec 
ple, and upon thy Holy City, to wit, the Elect of God 
his,Brerhren, not affer the fleſh, but; Act the Fairhgf 
Abraham,who ſhall dwell in theHoly t City,(nor io 


ſatem below, which js in bondage with her Ch 


but) Jeruſalem from above, which'j Is, free, which, By ] 
Mother of all the Saints of God, anend being Putt 
their wickedneſs, their Sins. pargoned , their. Soul 


. reconciled. true and everlaſting Ri phiequſieſs bro! og i 


into'their hearts, even the Rightcodſ efs of 
whereby they ſet to their Seals that, . 1s true, & 
all the Viſions and Propheſies er. to. his Ho m1 
__ fulfilled, and Jeſus the i os 15 One, exall 
their Souls as King , Prieſt and. Prophet un 
em, 'and in them, and all their thoughts, waz 
words and works; and what is this. time. of ſev 
weeks ?.'Firſt [ have ſhewed before that lewets IS, T4 
17 Scripture for no determinate time. but, f for 3 num " 
ber of perfetion, Secondly, When. $02 (2s 
Saviour, when my brother ſt inneth ag gi ſs 
frat I for give him , He anſwered, ell ſeven tance, and 
then he ſays further, T av not Jay. to_thee till ſewn 
times, but till ſeventy times ſeven 1mes, 'and hexe, bein 
ſer down ſeventy weeks, anda week containing lex 
days, here is the ſame number of ſeyenty times ſere 


days or times for a Gay-. ora time; ; Fhough it wee 
ft 


Difficyit Texts in Daniel, x87 
time even of-'a thouſand years with God is all 
ie, fothe fame.time of Gods forgiving our fins, and 


inging in everlaſting Righteautnels is determined, 


and xfor our forgiving our Brothers offenccg, therefore 
Sar Siour hath Joyned them- together teaching us 


pray , Father forgive us-ou8- fins, as we forgive 
that offend us,-'or ſin againf:vs; and therefare 
our Saviour ſet. gawn no. determinate time of aur 
reiving our Brothers offences, fo' there is -nor. 
all be any determinate time of: accompliſhing the 
mcious works of\Gad, or of the end of this world 
brall is one, far theſe works: mnÞbe working as. long 
phebath any Saints-upan Earth; far while there are 


q Wajof his people; the world is centinued and fuppor- 


for cheir ſakes, bat zſſbon as the number af Gods 
jet are gathered up, the warld muſt fallaway,:bug 
jen the Diſciples askt our Saviour , wilt thou'at 


n.they asKt of the end:of the world,. he told them, 
#s not far then to knaw the times. and \ſea(ons, 
Which God hath kept in his own-power, . So ho tells 


"0" Prophet thet the-bringing-back the:people!, .:and 


wilding the: City to. the; Mefhiah ſhall be. fever! 
ks, even that qerfeft time known. only. ta'God, 


Yin threſcordand two ;waeks the ftreevand ,wald 


ll be buile again even ina treublous time, for.as 
tlnilding!of earthly feru/alcmiwas troublous; be- 
ale they bad-f&; many 'Enemies;that they werefqrced 


[4 "i Ididtheir weapons 1n ene band; and'to-build with: 
—"W=aher.this.was:aPlain figureofthe building ofthe: 


wenly 7eruſalcer, far: the | builders; muſt! have the 
«to crucifie the:Fleſh with all its tuſts and affetti- 
K andt@ mosrifie. the cargall mind; as well as the 
"Pit. to.lead. them into all Veutbs, chey muſt refiſt 
WW 42till he fly; as: well as:lgve and believe. in _ 
with 


x83 An Eppolitfon-of the. 
with all ther hearts : but this is ſet down'in a tet 
minate time, becauſe it is wrought in man; burj 
that new name written int 4 white (tone, which nontcy 
read but they that have it: | "1::48-20 
.  Afeer which time' Meſſiah ſhall be ſlain, and ſhalt hi 
zotbing-; after he hath declared the: work of Godi 
his Elect, he declares the working of the Peopler 
the Prince of darkneſs, even unbehevers, / as-Scribe 
Phariſees, Sadduces, and all that come afterthen 
they pierce the Lord, the Lord Jeſus, he hath ic 
thing/in.them, they are of therr Father the Devil; 
bis Lufts will they do, he was a Liar and 4 Murde 
fromthe beginning, andſo are they; 'for they deſtro 
the:city eventhe heavenly Feruſalem and the Santh 
ry, even faith:in. Jefus, to. wit, in that generation 
found all the blood of the righteous from the bloodt 
Abel, and ſo on from generation to generation, toth 
_ end of: the world\, this: the flood: of. iniquityth 
works alldeſolations z:ifor theſe ſes wp the aborinati 
ef deſolation 51 theiplare where it" ſhondd "not be; ee 
Hypocrifie in. the heart of man ; but rhe Covenanti 
confirmed: with ' theſe: mary : for ''{ Hypocrites'at 
many _)- but they muſt needs pretend ito ſtick tot! 
Covenant.of Grace:for a' weekj:to wir, -their - 
days, 'towit, all their:Life ; bat intheanidſt of tha 
week they cauſe thei Sacrifice and Qblation Youtuſt," 
wit, they will:not give themſtlves both-Body,''S0 
and Spirit-in perfect ſelf-denial unto the will of G0 
which is our ſattfificatien; but their Confidence 81 
their: own. wiſdom and righteouſneſs, their own-08 
dicnce::toboth-Law and Goſpel, their repentingd 
believing-overſpreads all ; and this is the (great W 
minatioti.in the ſight of God, which makes all:t8 
Souls and: Spirits deſolate'in whomit is, to wit,v® 
of Gtace;-and of Chriſt, of Gods Loye; and N 


” 
#2 P- LA 
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ſoy Ghoſt, till. the conſummation determin&d' be 


;Mjured upon the defolate, to wit', till the work of 
MW God be upon every Soul that God hath choſen.in Je-' 
is, for to confound every mans work, and way, and 
Wridom, that all boaſting be taken away, and the 
Wo receiving Grace, and being renewed in Jeſs, 


on MM fa fo know and acknowledge that his Salvation is 
i We God, and his Deſolation is of himſelf. 


(ba. 20. Hence to the End, is DawiePs laſt Viſion, 
phich ſeems more- apparently to ſignifie changes of 
tle Kingdoms: of the earth then occurring, -as the 


h WT:anſlator bath expounded it in the Margin ;'but be- 


ſides the Reaſons that I have given that theſe Chan- 
6s ſhould never trouble the Servants of God, nor 


611885 4n7 thing pertaining to the Miniſtry for edification 


if Souls, but rather on the contrary, to buſte the 
Wiinds of men with impertinent Matter. 
Verſe 1. This is further to. be conſidered that the 


atioicophet ſaith, that the time appointed was long, when- 


Ws theſe things were ſhortly in their order coming on. 


hs Verſe 5. Secondly, That Darrel only ſaw the Viſion, 


they that were with him were frighted, and fied for 


thillſ(o, 4: hearing the woyee, but ſeeing no man, as It was 


eiti Pauls Companions when Jeſus appeared to 
Win; for theſe temporal things belong to others as 
1h, or more than to the Servants of God ; bur it 
tlongs only to the Servants of God to know'the 
lings.of God , for they are hid from all others, 


e is18900ugh never ſo wiſe. . | | 
bl /erſe 1.4. Thirdly, Becaufe the. Angel ſaith, 1 an 


ime to ſhew thee What ſhall come to thy People: in the 
fer days ; now this Viſion thus expounded, did con- 


| 1 ern. other Nations: much . more'than the Nation of 1 
r,voe: 7ews; and though: ſomething: befel the © Fewiſhr? 


Wition, yer they are not here $0 be gs: - 
a £ tp 


if! 


55o An Erpolittot!: of ths 
( thy Peogl:) for thoſe are rather to be underfligat © 
Believers gathered. out: of all Nations ; thereforsþ 
addeth, For the Viſion & yet for many days. Air 
he faith, i hall be in the latter days; which words, 
all words 1n Scripture thar ſpeak of a time toms 
are always ſpoken of the time of Chriſt, and mor 
commonly of the revealing of him in the $ouls9 
his People, than of his coming ui the fleſh. 
Verſe i 5. Faurthly, Becauſe the Anpel faith, that 
the Prince of Perſia withſlood him one and twenty day 
but it 1s certain no man can hinder the Angels of. Go 
in performing any Rrvice to his Church, it?s Satar 
only that hinders this buſineſs, whois the God of t 
world , the Primte of the Powers uf the Air, asP 
ſaith, and he hinders this work by transforming him 
ſelf into the likeneſs of an Avzpet of Light, making 
men believe that he is Chriſt, and ſb rv reject the 
Doctrine of the. true. Miniſters 'vof the Goſpll 
the Angels of Gods Churches, ant therefore I cot 
clude, that by whe Prime of = is figured Satai 
{8 transformed, which is Antichriſt indeed reigning 
inthe Pope, and inas many either Papiſts,; or Prot6 
ſtants, or any Sect whatſoever; who:profeſſing Chil 
18 word, do in heart either wholly depend upon thelf 
own'works and wiſdom, or do joyn ſomething elk 
with Faith in Chriſt ; andtherefore Paul ſaid ; Tin 
are many Amichriſts already in the world. "y 
Ferſe 21. Fifrhly, Becauſe he faith, that #80 ff 
with me but Michael yorr Prince, to Wit; our Lord | 
ſus; for he alone came to deſtroy the works ofthe 
v1l,but in the Kingdoms of this world he medlet mutt 
Laſtly, Becauſe he faith, 7 wif flew rheerhat whith! 
decreed in the Scrapture of truth'; gow that Scriptunt 
pertains only to the ſalvation of: the Soul of mal 
and ſhews the free Grace of God, and Jeſis 0 tif 
Of 


Dificult-Texts in Daniel. Fox © 
hand, and the*great wickedneſs and matfifold 
wcrifies of man through the cunning deceit bf $a 
#n on: the other hand. © © © © __ | 
And the Decrees of God inthis Scripture, are; 
Firſt, That hewill diſcover mans great finfulneſs. 
giving his holy Law. | 
E S&condly,He will give Repentance to wicked man, 
y the Miniſtry of FohnBapri/t,cheMetlenger that goes 
fore Jeſus, the Lord.of' the heavenly Covenant: 
Thirdly, That he will give redemption from death, 
iveneſs of fins, fanCctification of Soul, wiſdom to 
tow God, and all his ways and works, juſtification 
nacceptance 1n his ſight, the life of righreouſneſs 
ire, and eternal life hereafter by Faith in Chriſt 
dre ;, and he hath ſet Satan, a lying Spirit, to tratis- 


1aking form bimſelf and his Miniſters into the likeneſs of 
"6d, preſſing the duties of his Law ; andintothe 


likeneſs of Chrift ( who is the only Angel of Light) 
meſing Repentance , and Faith, and Love to God, 
mich are the free gifts of God, and Prayer and 


gnivg Miſes, which are the fruits or effects of his free 


(race, and Baptiſm, Communion of. the Lords Sup- 
er and Sabbath-keeping, which are the figures of 
or Life, Health, Strength and Reſt in and by Chriſt, 


Oba 8Duties of the Goſpel, and this Decree of God to 


kt Satan and his Miniſters thus to counter-work his 
free Grace, 1s for to try vs whether we will cleave 
bthe Lord our God with. all our heart and all our 


"Wivuls, as 2Zoſes faith ;, and that his Servants may be 


"Wiquainted with all the wiles of Satan, aid know 
iter how ro avoid them, as Par! faith, and to be 


wo Made conformable to our Head and Captain, whom 


ﬆan tempted in lo great Temptations, and for the - 


Purifying of our Faith, and exerciſe of Patience, 


ad perfecting of jour Loye to him that brings 
| us 
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592 An Expoſition of the -- 

us through fo great Trials and Tribulationg, 
Now as Michael figures Chriſt , - who: is the only 
helper im theſe things, ſo by the King of Perf, 
3s Satan figured out , who is the only hinderer- 0 
all the Mercies of God to his Church, and will do, 
as Paul faith, He that letteth will let till he be take 
out of the way; to wit, till all his working be many 
feſted and deſtroyed by Chriſt. So by all theſe King 
fighting one againſt another,-js figured the: hot and 
bloody contentions of Sectariſts and Hereticks one 
apainlt another : what cruel wars are raiſed between 
Papiſts and Proteſtants now, as hath been be- 
tween other Sects heretofore? and what Party gets 
the Name in any Nation to be counted the Churc 
how cruelly do they murder. or grieyouſly puniſhg 
that are of any other Judgment, haviag perſwaded 
the . King or chief Governour of the Countrey or 
Nation that they are.the.true worſhippers of c , 
and all other are Herericks, and ſo they obtain their 
power to accompliſh their bloody deſires, and hereby 
manifeſt that they 2re not the ſervants of Chriſt, who, 
with all his true Servants, are ſufferers as Hereticks, 
and the like, by this bloody generatiqn, who are the 
Sons of Hypocriſie, that great Whore that makes all 
the Kings and Potentates of the Earth drunk with 
the Wine of her Fornication, as the Divine teſtifies; 
therefore by all theſe Kings fighting for ſuperiority 
in the world, are theſe Forms of Religion figured that 


are ſtriving for ſuperiority in the worſhip of God, 


whereby they are manifeſted again, that they are not 
Diſciples of Chriſt , who raught his Diſciples that 
they ſhould neither be as the Scribes and Phariſees, 
chat were called Rabb:, and choſe the chef ſeats in Sy- 
nagegues, and the like, nor as the Gentiles , whole 
great ones had dominion ovet them; but if any bo 

OR | 
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i to be firſt among them, or the like; he ſhould be 
the leaſt and ſervant of all. | 

By a Woman. called Bernice brought in among 
tee, ſtrongly ſtriving for Superiority , is figured 
tow ſoon women that are weak in. Judgment, and 
frong in AﬀeCtions, are ſtrongly. carried into Hy- 
wcriie, by weakneſs of their Judgment not able to 
licern berween things that differ, and by their ſtrong 
fetions eagerly purſuing a ſeeming religious way, 
$ Paul ſaith, that falſe Teachers crept into houſes, and 
kd captive ſimple women———— ever learning, and ne- 
tr able to come to the acknowledging of the Truth. And 
niereas he ſaith, The rebellious Children of thy People 
hal exalt themſelves to eſtabliſh the Covenant. | This 
ipnifies zheſe :Hypocrites that being ignorantof the 
rehteoufoe:s'of God which is by faith, which 1s of 
the Covenant of-Grace, go about to eſtabliſh their 
on righteouſneſs which is of .the Law, which is of 
the Covenant of works, as'/Paul faith. \ And whereas 
he ſpeaketh of the Daughter of women, ' Or a beautiful 


. 1 9mmn, its the figure of Hypocriſie., which the Di- 


nite ſets forth as 4 beautiful woman, and. arrayed in 
fly apparel ;- for hypocritical Religion is altogether 
tautiful in outward appearance; for Hypocvites 


1.6.1. W lake great ſhew of Holineſs and Zeal. 


"M Whereas he ſpeaks of one that ſhall exter into the 
Jlraſant Land, which by his hand ſhall be conſumed, he 
Wiures out Hypocrifie, which makes Religion a plea- 
nt thing ; for they will know nothing of the Croſs 
« Chriſt; -but of a glorious oftentation of their own 


rp wdlineſs, and this pleafing Religion he ſwzllows all 
- 6&.0!, asthe Divine faith, when the Dragon caſt out 4 


fhodof water-out of his moiith to drown the Woman an 
it Child; the Earth opened ber mouth, and ſwallowed it 
1; to wit, eatthly minded _ ſwallow up = 


594 . : Au Fxpobtion of the - 

flood of Religions which. the -Enemy,: to: wit, Satan - 
hath deviſed by carnal minds, to deeeive the people. 

of Gad:with: | W330 Ed. MERROW. © 
' And where he ſaith, that.be ſhall tarnhbwu, face rorks.. 
Iſles, but a Prince: ſhat,.cauſe hu. ſhame, to light peg. 
him; hereby is figured the gracious; help of Gcd, to: 
his new Converts that dwell afar off inthe liles,whea. 
S2tan would lead them into þypocriſie;,; their Prince!, 
TJetus defends them, and: cauſes, the; inſtruments oh. 
Satan to'have ſhame of their Enterprizes., 48 
Apain, Where he {aith;-Both.theſa Kings hegr ts.ſbgl) 
be ro do miſchif, he ſignifieth , that. Hypocritesal-. 
though they contend one-agaibſt angther, their hearts, 
intent is todeſtroy the People ak God), as. Pilate and 
D 3 egt bogh,. 
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-So:chep fhall pollute the Sarttuar y.of Strength y. 19: 
rt thei holy Calling: to: Faith ih. Jelus and ralg\. 


of + the daily: Sacrifice (to) wit, offering- } 


OE a me rt on at I ae rene -- i > rr 
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(not-by the Wiſdbm' of 1an, but”) by the Lord 7cſ7d 
nals the Eatber untothem;, firft he ſays they ſhall pre- 
wl and profper, . not againſt their enemies, for they 
ſive not againſt them; but love them, and pray for. 
them; as the:/Lord hath taught them ; but chey ſhall 
Nevall with-God by Faith'and Prayer, and ſhall pro- 
* in Gracez»growing! daily in'Faith and Fear of 
Secondly; They that underſtind among them ſhall in- 
tu many 3 theif hearts deſire i rhat all [hn#'d be ſaved, 
ad therefore.they.take any-opp rttnity*to-fer forth 
ls freenels of Gods Grace'arid Love to fiiners, that 
they might by any means win ſome unto the Fauh. BUT, 
\Thirdly, :7bej. halt fall by Sword, by Fire; by. 
(atryity; entSporl many days. This'is another mer- 
(pf;God'rohis People, 'that he gives them” not only 
3 ulebeve, : but 'atſo'to- ſuffer for bis Numes ſake, - Ard, 
Whenthey fall they ſhall obtain # Tire fielp 5; rowit, by. 
lehelp of God they ſhall not eſteem: of their lives, . 
Wikperſevere tato'the end; \and ſuffer death” or tor- 
"tents patiently and'chearfully; but ſome, will faint, 
"With as many as did cleave to theft feignedly,; to wit, 
.thejr- own minds, and fot-by the catling;of| God ; 


| af; Wt! they: that» udderſtand the Truth ſhall ſuffer, ro. "{ 
h to, 9/and purge»them, and make them white, even. 4 
1s ky ptayſtand ſtedfaſt tothe end. Dh? 
oy "5 the King, ro wit, this dominecring hypoctifie; 
el FEM tvalt 47d magnifie himſelf agaioft all that it God,, | , 
Rr z and 


596 - - An Expolition ofthe 
- d ſball ſpeth, marvellous things againſt the God of Gods, 
eo. | 


And inſtead of God, ke [hall honour Manzzim, to wit, 
the God of Riches and Strength , to wit, he ſhall 
glory that he is ſtrong and rich in faith, but his heart 
ſhall be to truſt in power and riches of the world; 
and be ſhall erter into the pleaſant Land, to wit, a beay- 
tiful form of Religion ; and thereby he ſhall overcome 
many, to turn them to Hypocrifie ; but Edom, and 
 Moaband Ammon (hall eſcape ;, to wit, being convert- 
ed to the Truth: whereby he fignifieth that whereas 
Edom was the Poſterity of Eſan, that hated his Bro- 
ther Facob, and fought to kill him and Afoab and 
Ammon Generations that proceeded from Inceſt, yet 
they ſhall be-converted, and eſcape the ſword ofthe 
Deſtroyer : The Teſtimony of our Saviour is verifi- 
ed, That Harlots and Publicans ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven before, that Generation, to wit, 
the Scribes and Phariſees, becauſe they were Hypo- 
Crites. | | 

Again he ſays, He ſhall plant the Palace of his T4 
bernacte between the ſeas in the glorious holy Mountain. 
Here is a right ſeat of a Hypocrite for glorying in 
his holineſs, he thinks himſelf ſecure from danger 
on both ſides, he will neither preſume nor deſpair of 
God's Mercies, he dare not truft to be ſaved by 
Gods Mercy freely, but he is ſo careful and diligent 
in the exercife of all Holineſs, that he doubts not 
but Gods Mercy will make out ; but he is deceived, 
for his portion (hall be withthe fearful and unbelievers, 
The like Figure is held forth in 1fasah, of Tyr, that 
made her Neſt in the Clifts of the Rocks, where (16 
thought her ſelf ſecure, that none ſhould pull ir 


down. 
Cha, 
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Chap. 12. At that time ſhall Michael ftand up, the 
great Prince ( even Jeſus ) who ſtandeth fur the Chil- 
dren of thy People ;, and there fhall be a time of trouble 
ſuch as never was ſince there began tobe a Nation, to 
wit, a great Battel between this Aichacl and Hy-- 

riſe. The Devine in the Revelation, ſays It is be- 
tween Michael and his Angels, and the great Dra- 
gon and his Angels. And Iſaiab ſays, Every Batziel of 
the Warrior ts with confuſed noyſe, and garments rowled 
inbloud;, but this ſhall be with burning and devour- 
ingof fire ; for Jeſvs will b»77 up the Seat cf the Hy- 
perite, and ſave his Poople ;, for their Names are Writ» 
tenin his Bock. hs £2. 

Here is another Argument, and the greateſt of all, 
that all theſe Wars of the Natjons are ſpoken of to 
figure out the Contentions among Hypocrites and: 
lypocritical Forms of Religion, becauſe there is no 
end put unto them but by the Lord Jeſus when he 
comes to Judgment at the laſt day ; as he command- 
cont Parable of the Tares, Let all grow toge- 
ther, &c. 

Verſe 4. Here the Prophet is commanded to ſhut 
w the Words, and ſeal the Book till the end of the time ; 
whence It may be queried, how it is ſealed ? The 
Divine faith with ſeven Seals, which none can open but 
the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah ;, and ſeven is the 
Number of Perfection, and ſignifies no determinate 
time, ( as I have ſhewed before _) but that it js per- 
kttly ſealed ; 

And there is a ſecond Queſtion ; wherein it is 
faled? and that is in Parables ; for our Saviour did 
preach abundantly in Parables z and when his Diſc# 
Jl ples asked him why ? he ſaid, becauſe to you it 15 giv- 
"to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heavm, 


tut to oth; rs im Parables, m_ fexing they mey { e.an4 
1-3 nel 


not percezve ©, and hearing, thry may hear ang nt under. 
ſtand. Therefore all the Prophets ſpoke in Para- 
bles, Types and Figures; for 1{:4h was command. 
ed tO bind up the Law, aud ſeal up the Teſtimony a- | 
mong my Diſciples. + 

A third Queſtion is, How long ſhall it be ſealed? | 
Which Danze! here faith he heard one ask, and ano- 
ther anſwer with a great Qath to confirm the truth of 
his Anſwer ; rl a Time, tws Times and an half : the 
Time is the time of mans living in Juſt and folly; 
the two Times are the times of his living under the 
Adminiſtration of the Law, the firſt concluding him 
under Curſe, Wrath, Judgment, Death and Hell, 
without any hope; tie latter Time laying him under 
Repentance and Sorrow for Sin, but under the Mi 
niſtry of 7ohn Baptiſt, who hath ſhewed Jeſus, to 
him, and fo hath opened a dior of bepe tohim that t ſta: 
edt Death in the Valley of Achor. The half Time 
is the Time of the Lord Jeſus, the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel, glad Tidings to ſinful Sinners, which may 
well be called half a time, or a ſhort time; for be 
it is that ſhortneth the time of that grievous afflict- 
on under the Law, leſt all Fleſh ſhouid fail before 
him; bleſſed and praiſed be his Name for ever. The 
Timeand two Times are by Figure faid to be a Thaw 
fand two Hundred and ninety Days; and the half 
but forty five days more ; and he that liveth to it, 1$ 
ſaid to be bleſſed ;, for he that receiveth that great 
Gift of Faith in Chriſt, is bleſſed for ever. 
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His Prophet begins with Types and Figures by 
taking a Wife of Whoredom, hguring hypocri- 
tical Worſhippers, who in, outward appearance are 
like a fajchful.and loving Wiſe, but in heart loves 0- 
. thers above. her Hushand 3 and by calling his firft 
Son H/ra:4 which ſignifies a ſcattered people, .is hgur- 
<d, that not 1/rael, which was the Secd of Abraham 
after the fleſh, and boaſted in their pedigrees and pri- 
viiedges,but they that walk in tie ſteps. of the Faith, 
4 ſcatered prople-whom Go4will gather out of all Nations, 
are the firſt born of God; by calling his Daughter 
Loruhamahb, which fignifies I will not vilit her, is figuy- 
ed, that the; Lord will not regard all religiouſneſs , 
that is, after the letter or outward appearance; and 
by the Houſe whom he will ſave by the Lord thejr 
God, is figured the ele of. God, who ſhall be ſaved 
by free grace-through Chriſt, and not by their ow 
wiſdom, ſtrength or righteouſneſs, , And by calling 
his ſecond Son Loammi, which ſignifies not mine, js 
figured again, -that God will not own any external 0- 
bedience, as P4#! ſets forth, plainly and fully, in de- 
{cribing the true Few. and thetrue-Circumcition ; and 
by the Children of 1ſracl, being innumerable as the ſands 
of the Sea, and by Fudab and Tſrael gathrred torether 
and appointing themſelves one head, 1s figured-again, ths 
Church of God, even all believers who expect Salva- 
t0n nor Riginteouſneſls, by no other means, but only 
by fzith in Jeſus. | ; 
Co2p. 2. By appoiating Am and Run ih wid 
am, and T w.l viither, ©” Lo which fionities ngt By 
265 
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ing taken away) is figured that God will returnin Mkt 
mercy, and will receive unto him thoſe whom he be- Wis? 
fore rejected, and when he thus viſits them, thenthey I jar 
ſhall ceaſe from Fornications and Adulteries, to wit, Ml til 
from al] carnal confidence in their own works or ways; WW by 
and ſhall. be ſtript naked, all falſe coverings (that WW mit 
were not of Gods Spirit) being taken away, that IW 
they may be like the new born Child caſt out in I it: 
its gore bloud (as Ezekzel holds its forth and like a MW 
barren wilderneſs, and as Iſaiah calls it," and like a {th 
ary land, where no moiſture is , whereby they ate {Wb 
parched away with thirſt, as David complains ; then IW {il, 
ſhe ſhall know that her Children are of Fornication, Il fiat 
to wit, that all her works of Righteouſneſs are hypo- I con 
critical ; and then all that Righteouſneſs which ſhe I£ «G 
counted pain to her ſou], for which ſhe ſuppoſed that IW #4 


God beſtowed on her all bleſſings, both temporal as W# - 
Corn, Wine, Oyl, &c. and ſpirituval-as: his Lawsand I 
Ordinances, he will account to be loſs and dung, as Paul i 
did, for God hath ſtopt her way with Thorns, to {le 
wit, hath ſo laid her under curſe and judgment for FW lim 
her ſins, that ſhe can not find neither her ways,nor her I for 
lovers as David ſaid,its neither Corn, Wine nor Oyle, {on 
Its the light of Gods countenanceſhe wants.its his well I «t 
pleaſed face inJeſus,forGod hath diſcovered her lewd- I fon 
| neſs and made all her mirth to ceaſe,and all her religi- 

OUs exerciſe as new Moors, Feaſts and Sabbaths, and viſe 0r 
ted upon her all the days of Baalim, to wit, her worlhipp- WW © 
ing many Idols, even ſuch forms of will-worſhipas ſhe I the 
delighted in, wherewith ſhe decke ber ſelf as with Eart- i On 
rings and Jewels and forgot the Lord; but now he wil Ml love 
allure her into the wilderneſs, to wit , open her eyes by I. 
his great love in Jeſus to ſee her ſelf to be like the bar red 
ren' wilderneſs, that ſhe can do nothing that is good, 
and being therewith affiifted he will ſpeak few. 


Difficult Texts in' Hoſea, &or 
jto her, to wit, cauſe her to receive the glad tid- 
nzs of the Goſpet, and then will he give her Vine- 
nrds,to wit,plant her intoJeſus and make her a fruit- 
ful Vine, ard give her the Vally of Achor for a door of 
ye, to Wit, crucifie the fleſh/ and mortifie the earthly 
niad, that ſhe may be aſſured that he: which /anizes 
er will keal her, and he that affiifts her will comfort ber, 
then. ſhall ſhe ſing -prarſes to God, as lirael did whenGad 
Inught them our of Egypt and thorow' the Red:Sea, and 
there deſtroyed all thers Enemies,ard then ſhall ſhe call him 
1,to wir, my loving busband,” by whom 1 am fruits 
ful, and ſhall zo more call him Baaly, to wit, my Lord, 
that reſtrains me with fear, for he will take all fuch 
conſtrained ſervice from her ; And then will þe make 
«Genant for her with the wild beaſts, and fowles, and 
mraping things,'that they ſhall ſervile ker, and ſhe ſhall net 
ha ſervant to them thorow covetouſneſs ;, And he wall 
reh the inſtruments of war ,, that ſhe ſhall not contend 
mymore, but love and pray for her Enmies, ſowill 
Wc give his beloved reſt; and he will marry her w 
himſelf jn taithfulneſs; that ſhe ſhall be to him alone 
forever, and in judgment that ſhe ſhall nnderſtand 
how much better it is to truſt in him than in the arm 
of fleſh, and in mercy pardoning ſin,and in compa£ 
lonin healing all her backſl.dings and loving her free- 
h whereby ſhe ſhall live in mutual love with bim 
or ever. | 


. Chap 3. Yerfe 1. Here again, the Prophet ſets forth 


the freeneſs of the Love of God to man, and man's 
worthineſs,” who though the Lord manifeſts his 
bve to him, yer he follows whoredom, to wit, looks 
wato other Geds, and loves wine bottels,by which is figu- 
rd hypocrifie and Iuſtfulneſs, for theſe jayn toge- 
ther, for all the Hypacrites Religion is but to cover 
le luſts or other, | 
Ferſe 2 


6d1 AnExpoſition of the: 

Verſe 2.'By buying a'wife, is ſet forth ſtill theLny 
of God to man, that when man will, not come to hifi 
freely. will buy him; and by the price, fftern pier 
of :ſilver , whereas Jeſus was ſold for thirty ,jMi 
ſignified , that he: gives to the Believer a; Jays 
5s in the merits of the death anduffering ; 
Jeſus. ne ' "4790 
Verſe 3. Here is ſignified that the Love of Gogi 
Jeſus, 1s that only which binds the -ſoul of mani 
love to God alone, and ſeparates his affectionsfrull 
all other things, that he calls them Nehuſhr am, {þ 
dowsof vanity, as Hezekzah calPd the worſhipitg 
the Braſcy Serpert. 2477. 1:1 400888 
Verſe 4. Then when God hath thus purchaſtthiifti 
Soul-to himſelf, he ſhall- own none for: King any! 
Prince :to guide-and govern his. Soul but the Lon 

_ nor any- offering that he gives to God for Religiot 
but his Religion 1s-to receive fram-God the:Cupo 
Salvation even Jeſus, and that: his::mouth be filkc 
with a new ſong, evien praiſe and thankſgiving tok 
God, ſo he fhall have no Image wherein to worſhipry 
God, bur Jeſus the very ſubſtance of the FatherinioWnto 
whom is planted, and by whom the Father 1s revealell 
to him,and in whom he is united unto God,and wc 


ſhips him in truth; and he ſhall. have no EphadorWi 


Teraphim, to make knownto.him the will and coun 
cels of Gcd, for all are made known through Jeli 
for the Father hath hid all the treaſures of wiſdon 
and knowledge in him. | 
Verſe 5. Therefore all theſe things being taken» 
way; they ſhall ſeek the Lord their God, and Jeu 
their King, and live in the-true fearof God; becauleWie 
his goodneſs is manifeſted to them, for 27 25 their {att il 
days, to wit the revealing of Jeſus unto them andin 


them. ; "i0i 
Chap4 


Diffieult Terts.in Hoſea; poa 
Chap. 4 Verſe 1, 2. Here the Prophet begins -in 
hin words to {et forth theiniquity of-man, Pir{k, 
© want of Truth, thereforethey are all Hypocyires 
their pretended worſhipoof God, Secondly,,F gr 
mtof Mercy they are cruel oppreffors one -offano- 
er. Thirdly., For want of the knowledge of Ged, 
hening, lying, killing, ſtealing, whoring' abounds; 
hi fihere Godkgives not-his Grace intothe' heart: 3 Ic 
$3Den of all witkedneſs, | hee 
;Fetſe 3. He threatens Judge ement to deſtroy them 
wltheir Land,and deprive them of all his So crea- 
ites, whereby i is figured the bringing of their ſouls 
ud: nder Judgment, .by exalting his Law upon them to 
i ſuch fear and terror upon their fouls, rhat all 
; wo bleſſings cannot. comfort-them, for then are 
jer deprived of them, when may can have no > com- 
dti0 10)0Ving them. + 
Perſe 4.Here be bids them not to reprove one gno- 
; cx rheir. reproving'is not good, for they re- 
wwe the Prieſt who is ordained by his lips to pre- 
me knowledge; even ta make known. the Fruth 
Wogoem according to. what God hath done for his 
, bur that doftrine they cannot endure. | 
"Jaſ 5- But they. have chofen other Prieſts and 
rophets to.thermſelves, according to their own fan- 
$, t9: preach. pleaſing things nate them , after 
ch their ears.itch,, therefore they ſhall all fall to- 
ther; God will: in faithfulneſs deſtroy them all, 
nd the hypocrifie of: their hearts, which i Is as the 
Ioths froni whence they all ſpring, 
Verſe 6. By wang of knawledge, underſtand abound- 
812 literal knowledge,wherein the Scribes and Pha- 
iexabounded, & thereby was ſhut up in ſtriftneſs of 
Ngion, that they. could not receive the knowledge 
the Truth. By: forgetting -the- I, iw of Gee, under- 
: ſtand 


604 An Expoſition of the 
ſtand, that they never received the Law as a dif 
"verer of the ſecret wickedneſs of their heart, but a 
rule to teach them what to do and what not, 

Verſe 8. By eating the ſins of the people, underſtan®@ 
the heart ſatisfied, and the mind glorying in an hyp 
crital Religion, which is the greateſt ſin and abou 
nation in the ſight of God. 

' Verſe 12. By asking Councel at their Stock and t| 
Staffe, .underſtand their own carnal underſtanding 
the Word, Laws, Ordinances, Statutes and Jude 
mentsiof God, for that is their Idol to worſhip, anc 
Staffe to ſuport them. By ſpirit of Fornication an gui 
« whoring, underſtand Hypocriſy or pleaſing Relip 
on, whereby they think they bring forth much-fry 
to wit, exerciſe always of Holineſs and performa 
duties, but the fleſh is not crucified, nor the mit 
mortified, but their head ts full of inventions, andtht 
mouths of babbling. | NE. 

Verſe 13. By ſacrificing upon the taps of mountains 


undecitand, Pride and high mindedneſs jin their wif" 
of Religion,by the trees whoſe ſhadow 3s gaod,underſtangf 


their great delight they. have in it, and the hope 
that they live in, that they ſhall be bleſſed aboi 


all others, for they are never ſo ſtricken with feartQ#*. 


ſay there is no hopes. By their daughters being Half, 
lats and their wives Whores, underſtand that all WoW 


men ſhall learn at them that whoriſh Religion, tot 


women are ſoon taken with it by their weakneſs 
judgement. | 
Verſe 15. By let not Fudah ſim, is figured the Ele 
of God, for F#4ab worſhipping at Feruſalem, was 
more acceptable to God than 1/raels worſhippingil 
the mountains of Saxaria as our Saviour ſhemell 
By 7ot coming to Gilgal, underſtand, uſe no form 6 
Religion, though never ſo like to the true woe 


qi 
, 
I 
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din outward appearance.and by go not to Bethaven,, 
ich word is uſed inſtead of Bethel, the houſe of: 
ckedneſs inſtead of the houſe of God, underſtand 
tthe true worſhip of God, when it js conceived in, 
rs head by his wit, and not wrought in his heart 
| Gods free Grace, is turned into abſolute wick=:. 
_! {. = _ | 
Verſe 15. By the Lord will feed them as4 Lambin a. 
1: place, underſtand, a promiſe of mercy for that is 
tforth by feed,and by Lamb, is figured the conver- 
(, and by the /arge place is figured free Grace 
hich is extended to Jew and Gemtile far off an 


Verſe 17 .Ephraim 3s joyned to Idols, lethim alone,when 

"od ſends forth his Goſpel, profeſſors are found 

dators, but the Lord bids ler them alone, for it's 

it the wit of man, but the power of God that muſt 

wrert them «© But more the Goſpel: is preached, 

7 * their wickedneſs ſtinketh, as Drunkenneſs and 
Wiery. | 

ſe 18. Till the wind bind them up in her wings, to 

, the voice of God which David ſays, # of great 


mc. / 

Verſe 19. That #t makes them aſhamed of their ſacri- 
jr, towit, of their Religion which conſiſted in do- 
I we giving all to pleaſe God, and not in receiving 

Is Grace. | 
Cap. 5. Verſe 1. Here he begins with the Prieſts, 
Witie Authors of all the evil as the Lord faith, The 
Luders of my people cauſe them to erre;, And to them is 
at word, ye have been a ſnare on Mizpah and a Net 
ſread upon Tabor, to wit, 2s Nets and Snares upon 
lt Mountains do catch wild Beaſts or Fowles, ſo are 
King ard People deluded with falſe Doctrine; 
efore this is a warning to both King and People 
| - co 


bog. An. Expolition of the 


T, avoid ſach Doctrine, as our Saviour warned all 


T afe bherah4betvare of. the leavty of thtScribes and Bhi 
riſzes, meaning their Dbtrine. | 

Verf. 2. They have bit profointlto decline t lk 
ter, to wit, they have heel alf their wit in-thej 
ſonl mihtd ring'dottrine, though T have beta a rebuke ker of 
the ul, 65 wit, by all riv Proptiets Thave repr 
their multiplying of Sactifices,obſery! g of all m = 
diane; when their. hearts' were full of Hypo 
and Heirbands of Blot. 

Verſe To beyer ſiranre Child: tn, is "that by mY 
Religion they become: proud boalters ; when Fs 
ſrould become meth an#1owly, they become covetous and 
grind the faces of the. Poor. when they ſhould be mitt 
fil and prefervers of the poor, they, become crueljin 
the' revenging then” that” offend thei .1 N10 the lea 
wheh'they ſhould bt parlent, Jong-ſu Ferg: and to - 


giving bffencesto levebty tithes Rveitines, Ge. 

- By 7 mpnith dev9)t Mr theih, W:th their portions, unde 
ſtand,wwhei the Lords fihitestof by earthly nt 
but by the ecyouring, flame of his Fory > alittle 


tifhs will make that y. with Fob, -T het wounds an 
arvows. of the Alb Jioh 3 Rick. faſt in me, bis han 
prefſeth me ſore, then the Hypocrite. and his hope w 
periſh together.” 


Verſe $'g. By Blow the Prins? . vderfiznd;prevdl 
the Gof} Sfpet, that Gibenir and Ramib and Benjamin and. 


all may hear, ana Ephrains that 55. f prozd in het, high 
Religron may fee her ſelf defolate,'to wit, wa Nu 


7 
w tl 
j thi 
Kale. 
Fer 
| fo 


the free Grace: of Gbd in Jefus, to. Pardon aro 
ite 


ſanifie ther fool, ant the Holy Gs to mort 


deeds of the fleth. ant eid her info all trurh,&c.and! 
there nay be'of. the Titbes of Iſrael converted from 


Hyporriſie, tothe * true khowledge of God, and 10 
tive in his faith and fears _ 
Poe to 


| - 
% 
/ 
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Te 10. By removing the bownd, underſtand, put- 
y the evil day, far off, and crying, peace, peace 
their ſouls when they are far from the way*of 


j racks... s Is Or | | $ R .-- 
Wiſe 12. By the, Lord being to Ephiarim as a Moth, _ 


Wi ſudah' as* rortenneſs, underſtand; 1 will make * 


Wo know their Sin. which. as a Moth dorh fret 


"Wer will chey tyrn to Him that ſmote them. 


jzj their; ſtrength, and as corruption makes theth | 
Verſe 13. By ſending to Aſhur and King Fareb,. 1s * 
med, ſeeking help of ,man.andmnot truſting in God . 
hue, FEE 4 | _ Þ hf; _ | ON ee Wo | ; | . — : 
laſe 14, 15-, Here is ſizured , that when Gods: 


jgments are upon the Soul; ho man nor means can. 


him, Friend and Neighbours' ſtand far off, Fa-" 
"Wc 2nd Mother forſake, and_under that, aMiction- 


: 


wy will they confeſs their ſins and cry for mercy, | 


Chap: 6. The firſt three Verſes are of the Souls that. 
uno their, afiftion to ſeek the Lord by Repen- - 


"Wie, for he hath ppened a door of hope unto them, 


| 88 


kt 25 he hath 'wounded them, ſo he will heal them, 
The four next are of God complaining of mans” 
Worl, to Rand. ſteadfaſt in the Faith of *God.. 
OT Joblis faithful judgments to deſtroy their mi- 
hirdly; declaring his true worſhip, Laſtly, 
eperverſneſs of mens minds to the true worſhip of 


n.the eizhth and ninth Verſes is declared the 


Wii. of falſe Teachers, and in the two laſt Verſes is 
ned that both 7/racl and Fadah were corrupted by 


- 


Ch. 7. Perſe 1. By when I would have healed Jſrael, 


, derſtand, by preaching the Goſpel, then wete thev” 


Fapdro be.wicked,as the ſtrict Religious Pliar1iees 


668. An Expolitionot the 


and others were all declared to be Hypoctites bill * 
Chriſt; By the Theif and Robber, underſtand Satan and | 
Sin, or hypocrifie and wickedneſs. FI 
Verſe 3. By making the King and Printes lad urider 
ſtand, that all rejoyced in a tale hypocritical Ref 
ion % \  \- 
; Verſe 4. By Adultry is always Hypocrifie figured © 
by 4 hot Oven, is figured, their' great zeal withou © 
knowledge. _ = +» 
Verſe 5. By making the King ſick with flagons of wint : 
is figured , making the ſoul finfol with a pleaſndlÞ " 
doctrine ſtretching out his bands to ſcarners, is ſignifi 4 
his great delight in falſe Teachers, who are calle ” 
ſcorners, becaiiſe they ſcorh the ſinnplicity of the | 
Goſpel... So, _ 
Perſe 7. By devouring their judoes,” underſtand, lai i 
the true Miniſters of the word, by which the ſecreilif 
iniquity of their hearts. was diſcovered and judgthealff 
poured out upon theni. = bg by f 
Verſe 8. Epharims.is as a Caks 01 the Harth not turn © 
to wit, continuing.in their natural ſinful condition 
naregenerate; © © 5” 2 mere res 5 
Verſeg. Strangers have devoured his ftrength, t6 mi ho 
Sins, which ſhould be ſtrangers to all profeſling God c 
lineſs, and he knows not that he ſins becauſe hypoct - 
fre hides his fin aid blinds his mind, that he flatter F 
himſelf with vain hope. gy ou 
erſe 11. Herethe Prophet bewailes the conditidt th 
of Ephraim, comparing her to a Dove, that mil hi 
quiet creature and pities that ſhe ſhould be deceiveay © 
tiiat ſhe hath nor a heart. ro undeiſtand that ſie 151d | | 
by fa}ſe, Teachers. from truſting in the ſure Mercy | 
of God to ſeek affer and depend upon the frengt | 
and wiſdom of man. th 


Firſt 12, The Lord ſpreading bis Net upon the gr” 
7 
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zn;, underſtand, applying his Law to diſcover their 
jn, that they be forced to confeis thar its they that 
have committed iniquity and done hypocritically ; 
By 4s their congregation hath heard ; underſtand, as all 
his own true Prophets have always preached. 

Verſe 12. Here 1s the application whereby every 
true penitent Sinner applies the word againſt himſelf 
condemning themſelves & magnifying the mercies of 
'God unto them, and juſtifying the Hz-athens of - 
Frypt in compariſons of themſelves ; according to 
W tht of Paul, This is a faithfu! ſaying to be accepted if 
Wy -l that Chriſt Feſus came into the world to [ave ſinners of 
whom I am the cheifeſt. 

Chap. 8. By Trumpet, ſtill underſtand, preaching 
dof the Goſpel , though many judge it rathec the - 
predching of the Law, to aggravate their ſin, and 
bring them! to the Lord by terrors, b1r its a foul 
miſtake, for man flies from wratkful G d, and 
cies to Mountains and. Hills to hide him, but he 
falls down before a loving God, confeſſes and begs 
mercy. | 

' Verſe 2. By an Eagle, underſtand, that the love of 
God preached in the Goſpel, goes ſo ſivif:ly to the 
teart that it make$'men confeſs they have rranſgreſs 
kd both agaifiſt Law and Goſpel, and yet to cry 
my God, we know thee, wherein firſt is 2 mighty 
faith, that a ſinner dare call God kis own God : Se- 
(ondly a confeſfion that they never know him, white 
the Law was preached unto them,bur now they know 
tim, a juſt God and Saviour there is none other. | 

Verſe 3, 4 And this makes them remember ail 
their wickedneſs, fhis hath {er all-t eir niifdeeds 
Norder before them, that they have catt cff all good- 
refs, that- Satan purſnes ther ; that they have yielded 
likm{etves to be r#/5d by powers of 3a (as Kings and 

EP S+. . Plincss 
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the Lord accept them, why :ſhall he not mo 
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610 An Expolition of the 
Princes) and not by God; That they have. loved 
Silver and Gold more than God, that they have been 


ſo brutiſh to change the inviſible, immortal and only WI 
wiſc God into the. likeneſs of a Calf that'eateth ll 
craſs, and to worſhip for God the work of their own Ml ? 
hands. : | i 
Verſe 5,6. That they have received a doQrine, Wl * 
that was nothing but vain wind, and therefore God in- 
righteous judgments hath overthrown them as with ; 


a whirlewind. 

Verſe 5. They heve had no profit by that doCtrine, 
but to lead them into ſtrange fancies, and new invet- 
tions of will-worſhip. 

Verſe $8. That they are even like Heathens igno- 
rant of Gcds ways, living in the world without God, 
he can have no pleaſure in them; for they have ſought 
for help of Aſbxr. 

Verſe 9,10,11. They have loved the help of man, 
and forſaken God, yet God gathered them and mani- 
feſted his love to them, which hath made them to ſor- 
row, that they have forſaken ſo gracious and merct- 
ful a God to chuſe other Kings and Princes, andto 
follow ſuch a ſinful way of Religion. 

Verſe 12, 1;. That when the Lord by his Servants 
made known to them the great things of his Law, 
even his mercy, truth and faithfulneſs, they counted 
ita ſtrange way, they would have a rule, line, an 
precept given unto them, which obeying they might 
attain Salvation ; as by offering Sacrifices, boy hy 

juſtly vi- 8 
fit them becauſe of Sin, and give them into captivity 
to Satan, as they were to Pharaoh in Egypt, for al- 
though they builded Temples in zeal of Religion, al 
was hypocriſie, for they had not God in all their 
-thovghts, and they haye put their On 7 

| £0 
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kong Cities why may pot God juſtly deſtroy them 


Chap. g. Rejozce.O 1]rael for joy, (this ſignifies great 
people:) By leaving areward upon a Corn flbor, is fignt- 
fed Religion, aud riches or praifes of men joyned 
together. _ Oo 

: 5f "Fe They will not amell in the Lords Lind, tut 

BN Epbrain: will return to Egypt ;, Hete he alludes to 1/ra- 
#, when the Lord gave them Manna from Heaven, 
they loathed it, and would tpake them a Captain, and 

WH rewn into Egypt; thereby fhewing that their wicked- 
teſs was alike, as all Hypocrites are; they loath to 
have ſalvation by the free Grace and Gift of God; 
they will baye it as wages for their work, as 1/rael 

had Egypt, or elſe they will not have that which God 

'W hath ſanctified, and made clean ; but chey will eat 1s 


lean things in Aſſur, they regatd 'nat cleannefs, but - 


Bf thatthey have ir by the power of man. 

Yerſe 4. Here he' ſheweth that Ged js diſpleaſed 
yith all their Religion. 

Ferſe 5. Then the Queſtion is asked, What muſt 
they do then in their time of Gods Worſhip? As it 
now, if it be ſaid, Man in his Natural condition 
can do nothing well pleafing to God, his Prayers and 
al his Daties, are an abomination unto him; he is 
dead in fin;- then they ask& the ſame Queſtion , 
fhat muſt men do then ? muſt they do nothing ? 
MW uſt they not pray, read, and bear, and wait on 
God in his Ordinances ? whereto it may be asked, 
MW Vatl can dead men work living works? or can Sin- 

ters perform righteouſneſs , or plcaſe the moſt righ- 
tous God ? But what doth the Lord anſwer 


lem? 
S\' 3 Verſe 


nn __G ARG. Ak. con it Trad. © dtd 


mY 
joyor Rk ) ax peeple, here. is mealit, ( Gods - 


fi G12 An Expoſition of the: 
Tur 6 erſe 6. They flee from d:flrnftion, but Epypt ſha 
gather them up, and Memphis ſoall bury them. Be- 
/+ cauſe the Lord gave themunto the Babylonians 'for 
,:7 _theirfins, they fled into Egypr to ſave themſelves; 
= . Asif he ſhould ſay, What ſhall fimers'd6? They 
ſhall be deſtroyed, the Fleſh ſhall be crucified, the 
carnal mind mortified, . their wiſdom turned to folly, 
their ſtrength broken, that they may receivea new 
_ ſpiritual Life , Light , wiſdom,” Strength, and all 
| things in. Jeſus by the Lord, that caſts men down to 
li death, ard ſaith again, Return ye Sons of men; there- 
:Þ fore though they flee from this deſtruction , th 
will not have ſalvation in this way ,, but they will 
make Bricks in Egypr, and get-their living; to wit, 
they will do all that God hath commanded in his 
Word, that they may pleaſe God, and then he mil 
f fave them ; but his Word is ſpiritual, and he is 2 
it Spirit, and will be worſhipped in Spirit; but yoh 
[ -are carnal, you can neitherobey his Word, nor wor-W c. 
ſhiphim, all you flee to is Hypocriſte, and therefore 
a greater deſtruction ſhall come upon. you. _ Y.y 
Verſe 7. The Hypocrite and hu hope ſhall periſh togt- 
ther ;, fer your Prophets are fools, and your ſpirmualil ;; 
men mad: This is greater iniquity, therefore greater 
is Gods wrath. oe 
 Verſe2. The Waichman of Ephraim T to wit, tht 
true Miniſter ) -is with my God; The Prophet 1 
the Snare of a Fowler in all his ways ; to wit, touſ 
all means to win Souls ; ard hatred in the Houſe of ti 


gr—m—_  —_— 
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God; to wit, he is hated of them, becauſe hede oy 
_clares to them the Truth, as Paxl was, by.the ChurW ing; 
_ches through falſe Apoſtles. 4.-:" 08 

Yerſe g. Here he ſhews their fetledneſs in the .; 
way, 4s Wine upon the Lees, that will not be refined; ka 


| Hherefore he threatens his Judgments; for it oh 
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oy of God: torlet iniquity come to a height before - 
teviſit. > | 

"Wl + /+r:1; 2Here:, he ſpeaks: irft of - Abraham, 1/aec, 

jun art Foſephicyithey were like woſ? choice Grapes 
"WH in thd wilder gee ig to wit; moſt fajrhful ſervants of 
VN God among heathen Infidels; then he ſpeaks of their, 
© volting,Paſtgrity; that turned:to Idolatry notwith- 

"Wl {znding his fopgerful Mexcies fo them. LT 
? Verſe 11. Here by Ephraim, he figures Hypocrites, 
l zho think thggrean ;wockhip God: aright 4 nor _confi- 
vi bing! (28 DNared did ) that they are conceived 51 ſin, 

"WY nubronght. forah ininiguity, and therefore can do no 

j _ till:;ghey (are, regenerate, as Our. Saviour. 
taugnt. ayer ETC; Hef: SIP 
, Vaſe 12: By ;Eldren, ig. figured the conceited 

l ehteouſneſs.of Hypocrites, .. which ſhall: not be, 
"WW bleſſed of God, bur curſed. - "$4 
Y {Fe /616 Fhis hath: the! fame Figure. Hence the 

Mrophet ſeems: to--petitiq n'; againlt them ; | but the; 
&rvant of, God pever. prays againſt any ;\:for. 4 ! :» 
«Ferſe, 24:\He loves and-\prays..fon Enemies ; but: 
athis is againſt-hypocriſie and the fruit.of it, +. -- + 
; Kerſe 15. Therefore he lays, All their: wicktaneſs: 
"inGilgal, which was'a. place:of Worſhip, and there: 
tiley uſed their: own. jnventions ( as all /Hypocrites 
0) to make an outward;ſhew.of great zealand ha-1 
lneſs, when the'heart is abſalutely. rebellious, even: 
- » ſtricteſt of them, whom he calleth Prixces, bat. 
:Yerſe 16. And therefore compares them to a.T re: 
phoſe Root 3s dried up, becauſe they are not planted: 
ttoJeſus 3 therefore the Religion that they. molt de: 
light in, is abominable to God; 
\Ferſe t17."\Therefore God. will, deſtroy them, an4 
ſatier the amongſt the. Heathens ;, to wit , they ſhall 
oF = : © . hare 
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__ alltberir devices. 0 


Thorns apd Thiſtles growing upon their Alters, under: 


614 An Expalition of the: 7. 
oye the ſame Judgment with them that worſhip 1. 
ols. | 
Coap. 10. Verſe 1. Here by Figures the ſhews that 
man that is religious in his 'own wifdetn\aboundeth 
in abundant ways of holineſs and zeal ntl evtar fhews 
of godlineſs and devotion 130.900 Pony 14) 
Verſe 2. Thcir heart © diided;, thisis'afhll deſeri- 
ption of Hypocriſie,, and- the great ifplegſure 'of 
Godagainftit. oe ionH 11 \\ Wh 
- Verſe 31 By having na King, is Hatred their biel Wl i! 
eftecm of their own Relipioh' wheees-through they Wl (: 
feared not'but God would govern them Himſelf, that Ml p 
they needed no King) for. that they ſhould he good ff 
and honeſt without a King and Laws. e's 
deceit, thereforc the-enduf 3.9841 be' b1fter” as mares «| 
word. D913 209/7D0t) 25 1028 
. Verſe 5. Here he Theweth, that thejr wickednſs I 1 
( which he calls the Calf of ©. Aven, iwhidh'is the Idol 
of Iniquity., inſtead of che Sacrifice of Beth , the 
Houſ: -of 'God ) ſhould bring ' fear card i graf won 


N 

| l 

them and their Priefls ( whom he calls RY I 
p 

i 


wit, Prieftsof idols ). beoxuſe the Glory iof-ir i got 3 
to wit, when God fainsthe prove of all* flafhly'Glory. ' 

Verſe 5. Then they may preſent -# t# Kinp Fardh, iſ | 
to whom they muſt he Caproves, ito Tee if they can 
get his Favour ; but they will ger nothing but ſhame by 


Verſe 75. For when they reject God, that he ſhall. 
not reipn. (as King )'over them, whatever they Kt 
up for 'King'is but Fore. | AR 
Verſes. By High Places of Aven, underſtand Hy- 
pocriſie; for Aven ſignifies Iniquity ; 'and Hypocrilis 
is. the higheſt Iniquity, becauſe it is againſt God. By 


ttand 
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{and that their Worſhip of God is curſed; for 41- 
are built. for worſhip , and Thorns and Toiſtl.s 
zrowing On the Earth, was by the Curſe for Adaz?s 
t WW gin. The fountains and H.lls that Hypocrites call 
"nt, to fall upon them, and hide them from the wrath 
SW of God for Sin, are their ow. high conceited Re- 
'M pion, and Zeal; and Deyotion, whercin they chink 
- WF they excel all others. 
1 7/9. Here he fignifieth that they might know 
themſelves to be wicked, becauſe the Lord did give 
WY the victory to the wicked men of Gibeah, that kad 
YI conmitted ſuch whoredom and rapine upon the 
GIF Prieſts Concubine, to wit, that they alſo did commir 
LY firitual whoredom,, to wit, while they exerciſed 
Religion 1N words, their Hearts went after Pride 
| IF 2rd Covetouſneſs; therefore the Lord gave them to 
" W &ſtruction twice, to let them know that Hypocriſſe 
"I v5 more deteſtable to him than any other wicked- 
i WI "els, but it touched them not. | 
{ Verſe 10. By the Lords deſire to chaſtiſe them, is 
” WI meant, that hedid it to corcett and mortifie their 
' W Minds. By che People ſhall be gathered againſt the , 
' underſtand, Gods People ſhall always be againſt Hy- 
| Y pocrites. By their two Furrows,, uyflerſtand their 
double mindedneſs, wherein Hypocrites draw near 
'F toGodin words, but in heart are far from him. 
' 7xſer1. By Threſhing, underſtand beating down 
"FI #llothers; fo would Hypocrites do. By paſſing by 
ff fair Neck, underſtand , diſcover all her fair 
hews of Religion to be abſolute Hypocriſie, and 
'bring her to Judgment. By Judah ſh-l! plow, under- 
ſtand; thetrue Ele of God ſhall ever be ſearching 
the ſecrets of their Hearts and Reins, that no Ini- 
quity be there. . By Facob, underſtand the faithful 
Miniſter, that ſhall by the Word diſcoyer unto Gods 
WT o People 


 eople the Myſtery of Injquity in man, and the My. 


_ . hopes therein. By wpultitude of ſtrong: men, under- 


, even 45 one Nation deſiroys another by Baztel; but the 


An Expoſitton of the 


ſtery of Righteouineſs in Jelus. 

Verje 12. This 1s an exhortation unto this Exerciſe, 
and 10 expect that they can neither work| righte. 
ouineſs, nor obtain Meicy , but by Gods free Grace 
and Mercy. | | 

Verſe 13. Here he ſhews that they have done the 
clear contrary z where, by eating the fruit of Lies, 
underſtand, they truſted to have Salvation by their 
own righteouſneſs, and fed their Squls with vain 


ſtand, their ſtrong Reaſons; and many ways of -Ho- 

lineſs, | 

| Verſe 14. Here God ſheweth his faithful Judg- 
ent, that he will utierly deſtroy theſe faiſc hopes, 


deſtruction of God is to crucifie the Fleſh,.and faye 
the Soul. | 3-06 5tc4 210 
Verſe 15. By Zethel, Which ſignifies the Houſe of Wy 


. God, underſtand that their Hypocrifie. ſhall bring Wile 


this deſtruction upon them. - By dorzing, underſtand MW: / 


Jeſus, the Morriog-Star;'for. by him ſhall all that W#r 
'teigns as King in the Heart of man be deſfroyed, - Mal 


Chap. 11. Verſe 1. By a Child, underitand his n4- Wi 
turaleitaie, born in ſin. ſo-That this lets forth Gogs W = 


free Love; and by Egypr,. underſtand-, in captivity Iſ{* 
to Saran and Sin; ſo rnat. this ſers forth Gods great Wm 
- Power given out for their ſalvation; _. - be 


Verſe 2, Here is: the next, Mercy of God to his (et 
People, to eall them; to wit, to teach them: his ways MW" i 


by his Mioiſters ; but here is mans wicked and de- 0g 


cceittul heart, _ that turns to Idolatry, to wit, Hypo- WI" 
crilie,” to worſhipGed as an-Idol, according to what WJ Ma 
he ſees or hears, or his heart cqnceives, and not in Wil 
ſelf-denigi and faith in Jeſus. ' : 

$641- QC] —— Peſ 
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Verſe 3. Here he ſhews, that man underſtands nor 
tar he cannot walk in the ways of God unleſs God 
ad him by his holy Spirit; nor can fave him(elf 
e- Won falling into iniquity, unleſs God uphold him by 
ce Mfrs, who is the Arm of his power and wiſdom to 
Wivation ; nor can efcape deſtruction by Sin, but by 
ie MN fee forgiveneſs of Sin, and fanttifying of the Soul, 
s, Witich he calls., | : 7 

ir Verſe 4. Healing, and leading in Love, and; taking 
n Wi their bands, and feeding them. Fe by | 

Verſe 5. Here he ſhews that his Redeemed ones-ſhall 
mretur2 unto their Natural eſtate, but they ſhall be 
kbjcted to Satan becauſe of Hypocrifie. 2g 

Verſe 6. And his Fadgments ſball be upon them, be- 
uſe they follow therr awn Counſels. 

Verſe 5. And are bent to Rebellion , though his 
Iophets taught them. that'ali their Happineſs was in 
hi free Grace ;, yet none would believe it, that they 
(WM night exalt him, to wit, magnifie the Riches of his 
: WI Vicrcy in his great Love to man. V4 
18 //c 3. Here he ſheweth that he loves them ſo ten- 
#1), that be will not defiroy them. in wrath, as Ad- 

mah 4nd Zeboim with Sodom, . &xt will. ceaſe from by 
Wb, for be s God (to wit, abounding in "Mercy ) 
W470 man (to wit, eaſily provoked to wrath). but. the 
WU [#:d2tion of all holineſs 15 in thy heart ; I willot enter 
Wm the Ciry,' ro wit, my. Grace and. Mercy. ſhall not 
*k communicated: to. all, but reſerved to my re- 
MeL. EEG NY, WA 
Verſe 10. Heretby :Rearing, underſtand the ſend- 
his Word in-power to convertithe Gentiles, Afﬀy- 
ans, Egyptians,: to wit, all Enemies and Haters, .and 
Make them as Sparrows and Doves, meek and pati- 
*1t, and eſtabliſh them in ſure Houſes, evea to live 
I tte Mercies of God in the Faith of Jeſus. 
Verſe 
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. Verſe 12. Here by Ephraim and Jſrael is meant Hy 
pocrites among them ; and by Fudah, the true $ 
vants of God. | 

Chap. 12. Verſe 1. Here, by the Wind and Elf 
wind, underſtand mans own Councel, which 1s light 
er than Wind with God ; for that they do nothir 
but think to pleaſe God with their Religiouſneſ, ; 
they pleaſe Aſpur and Egype with Preſents. 

Verſe 2. Here he ſheweth that God will reprowe | 
own People wherein ſoever they truſt in their on 
ways and works. | '6 

Verſe 5. Though he loved Facob above his Brother iii 
the Birth, 

Verſe 4. And gave hiw Power and Bleſſing in | 
his Viſitations and Trials; and, | ” Mt 

Verſe 5. Became lis 2lemerial, that he wight br hc 


” 


noured of all men. | | | 
Verſe 6, Hence he exhorts his People to ſtick iiW# 


Gods Mercies, and judge themſelves as wick:d, andi&rin 
till :-2ft in Ged. | | 


Verſe 7. Here is the Teſtimony of Truth conceraſ'7 
ing Manand his Religion, that he is wicked as CaneuWith 


and his Religion deceitful ( as falſe balances ) andWh 
only a Covering for hu Covetouſneſs and Oppreſſion, ' 
Verſe 8. Here is the Hypocrites conceit of kit 
ſelf, he thinks himſelf to be blameleſs, and to outſtr 
 all-others in Holineſs. EDM \ 
Verſe 9. Here the Lord ſhews him that though! 
be his God, to wit, that he loves him with an uncid 
 geable Love, yet he will make him dwell; im Taber 
' Fles;, tOwit, he will make him know that he hath 
" ſure abiding place here, but muſt ſeck, for a City ard H 
 bitation whoſe Founder and Builder is God, © 
Verſe 10. Here he ſhews that he hath continyaſ! 
declared this by the Miniſtry of bis Prophets inVi 
-:< and Parables. =. 


Diſicallt Terts fn Hoſca; big 
eſe 11. Here he ſhews that their jniquity is in 
wit way Of worſhip; he eſteems no more of it than 


of furrows in the feld. 


Fyſe 13. Here he ſhews 7acobs low condition, 
xiow the Lord raigd bim and preferved timby 

&Mercies and Servants. | 

\Ferſe 14. But being grewn , Ephraim provoked 
with his pride #n Religion, therefore-the Lord 

il bring him down. , "HY 

'Giup! 13. Perſe 2. Here he heweth how man hy a 


wious hoty profefiion gets great Amthortty and 
Wile with man, Hut is dead as to God, and by 


jis honour of man he goes on more and more in his 
tlous way, he ſpares no coſt ; yea he will be facri- 
ed, ro wit; 'he will fuffer death for his Religion, 


Writes it as 7frert did 7erdbonri's Calves. 


0-4 3. Hence he ſhewerh the work of God is to - 


y 


icing him to account of himſelf aWmad, Dew, Chaf, 


Joſe 4. Here 'he ſhews that ſtiH he continues mer- 
M9; afrrong deliverer, as- out -of the Land of E- 
$)}, in theirdiRreſſes, tharthen they have no other 


Weotand Saviour: | 


[if 


Verſe 5, 6: (He ſhewsapain that in. their neceſſities 


"es 4 preſerre help, 'bat in *hew fulneſs they yrew 


| | 


War forgot Pi. 


Verſe 7,8. Therefore he: ſhews that he will break 
kir- prond Heart, and diftreſs their high minds, 
vue art v0r2 78 preces by wild Beaſts, 

Verſe 9. Till they kzow that their deſivgtron is of 


Fr 


A n/ehver,' bar rÞrer ſalvation is of God. 


Perſe 10, 11,12.) Here he fhewsthat he -continnes 
he ſame, an@'thar all that 2/74 chuſeth ro-guide and 


rc them, Failand perith as Saul did, whom he 


Wi ir: bs anger, and 106K, away in his arath ; tin 


all 


620. - "An Expoſition of. the - 
all this they ſee not that it .is- for their fans 
Perſe 13. Here he fhews by another ſimilitude th, 
the work of God is like the lon of a travailing tho 
war, which man not underſtanding, ſtands aſtouie: 
knows not what it means, he looks for. joy in worky 
righteouſneſs, and knows not that he muſt have ſorry 
firſt: But he ſhews them they muſk; be crucified. an 
mprt}ied, al the power of ſin muſt be deſtroyed; 
them. | 
- Verſe-14- But he will, redeem and deliver. fro 


Death and the Grave, and triumph victoriouſly oye 
them in his Croſs, he will not fail, evento deſtroy ſy 
andall the works of Satan in them. * "4a 
Verſe 15. And further, if his People would} 
proud: of their Religion, as others are, .the Word s 
the Lord ſhall be a5, a. drying Eaſlrwind, and (balld 
up his wine and fonutain of. pridt,,. anud-fpail all his ! 


fant Religion wherein le glories. . YNEO3 233 (2,1, 200 
Chap. 14. Here is the glorious work of God;:tall;. 
make jinfulman unfer ſence of hjs $in-and Rebelhpdh, 
8g2inſt God, . even,by.the, Word of; iGpd, that.ſngl 
of the Spirit, that all his righreoyſnels ,; the frui;g 
his deluded mind be deſtroyed, as-jf.. lnfants wa 
daſhtia, pieces, or women with child ript-up. . .-1 
* « Ferſe2. Thereby will bis ear be,apereay; he will heat 
the Lord calling to him to» erurn {rom his own nay 
for they are iniquity., And, * . * OR 


Verſe 3. Topray unto the Lord for pardon of ſi 


and to receive him of his own free Grace, that: 
may praiſe.his Name-for.ever, -; ' . +51 
Verſe 4.*And never any more to truſt in the helpo! 
ſtreagth of man, or to eſcape the ] udgmenty of God 
or to have _confidence.in his own . works, -but to let 
to him (as a fatherlefs Child ) to; find Mercy witt 


him alone. | 
im alone rel 


Difficult Texts in Hoſea: 621 
Fſe 5- Then will the Lord heal their rebeflien, and 
«them freely, and ceaſe from his anger;, Yea, | 
'irſe 6. He will make them fruitful ( as the Earth 
dew ) and their righteouſneſs. ſhall be as clear,as the 
#7, Re 


| Perſe 7. And as ſlrong. as the Cedars of Lebanon ; 


gd every Branch of it , both mortification of the 


"kh, and ſanCtification of the ſpirit, ſhall ſpread 


'"' 
[ 


i 
i 


F) 
q! 


V 4 
, / 
, 


ith beauty and fragrant ſmell toallure others ; and 
they that are ſo converted, INE Mo 
\Ferſe 8. Shall receive new Life, like Corn, and 
buciſh in Jeſus the true Vine, and give a ſiveet ſmell 


'7erſe 2. Then ſhall the converted Soul fay What 
bel to do any more with any thing but the Mercy 
f my God ? for I have not only heard his voyce, 
it] have ſeen his face, evenchis love in Jeſus, who 


-WMhath aid to me, I am the green Fir-tree, upon me u thy 


[4 


it found; and his-word is true, praiſed be his Name 
ſr ever. 


' 7erſe 10. The Prophet concludes, he that #5 wiſe. 


! » 


| 
ſ 


/ 


ſtands that theſe things belong n0t to Iſrael only, but 
0 every Soul of Sinners throughout the world ; 


Wi There is 110 reſpeFtof perſons with Goa. 


"WEE IIS NEIL . 
ES A alt AM 


= 
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Crap, of this Chapter the Prophet declares large- 
ly all figns of a. great Dearth, whereby is 

feured the hunger of the Soul of man for the word 
of God, which may be manifeſt , | 
firſt, Becauſe he ſaith, That the Meat-Offering 


aud 
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622 An Expolitton of the” 
and the Drinh-Offerins are cut off from the 
God , for wo were ; er F be the alle 

- Prieſts that waited on the Altar and Service of Ge 
which figured that all his People whemn the Lead 1 
ſus makes Prieſts unto their God , ſhall be fed «ii 
Fable, ro wit, their Souls ſhell receive nor trot if 
nothing for righteouſneſs, ſalvation, or ſandtifical 
on, but only the Lotd Jeſus , who is the breagij 
rame down from heaven, and griues life to the werid,'; 
that life 1s the light of men, and wheſorver belicyes in h 
are made the Sens of God, and be i the Lord out right 
ouſneſs ; yea he is ordained of God to be all thindif 
tous; therefore if our Souls feed not on him, the 
are as men famifhed; which eur Saviour fgureabill 
the Prodigal, who cries out, have firmed, Thafif” 
fred; when a Famine is upon men of temporal ſoo, 
for the Body, they cry not ont of fin, but cſerhs 
Kings and their Goas, as it is written. | 
Secondly, Becauſe he faith, Phe fire bath denarii. 
ca the paſtures of the wilderneſs, and the natural eftaighſ” 
of man (which can do nothing but commit ſin, av, 
feeds only on earthly and carnal delights ) is confi” 
monly compared to a barren wilderneſs ; and wh 
the Judgments of Godare upen his Soul, then 
carnal delights will be gone , as the Prodigal's deſi, 
to harlots, and feeding of ſwine, and all were gone 
when fin became a burden to him : This is that whiagiſ 
makes men cry Alas, the day of the Lord is at hand hi 
Comes as deſfruftion from the Almighty. 

Chap. 2- In this Chapter the Prophet firſt threat 
ens the Sword, a great and terrible War , that ſeall ay, 
firoy and make all deſolate; whereby is figured t0a.. 
-Battel of the Lord, whereof 7/a:ah ſaith, Every vi. 
tel of the Warrior is with cowfuſed noiſe , and garwi 
roliedin blood 5 But , Ya 

| e 
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Verſe 2. This ſhall be w.th bar:57g ani flames of 

. this Battel is by the word of 1ruth, which is 
word of the Spertty and comes upon man when 

i excols the Law, and makes it honourable , 
"Wed «7p13e5 judgment to the Line, and righteouſneſs to 
L Plummet., and ſweeps away the refuge of Lies; tO 

i, brings guilt upon mans Soul, and awakens his 
ſcience to be as a thouſand witneſſes againſt him- 

if that then he is diſcovered to be wicked, and 

re isno peace to the wicked; for when they flat- 
"themſelves with vain hopes, and cry peace, peace 
Wtheir Souls, then wo and ſudden deſtruttion comes upon 
"kr ſddenly as Travail upon a woman with child, And 
kt this ſpiritual Battel is here figured, is plainly 
"Wiricſted, for that he ſaith, | | 
Verſe 10. The Earth ſhall tremble , the Heavens ſhall 
"Wie, the Sun and Moon ſhall be dark , and the Stars 
Wo ceaſe ſhining ;, for theſe things are not done by 
Wj temporal Bartel, but this Battel of the Lord 
" Wis the earthly mind: of man to tremble, ſo that 
" Whelcavens ſeem to ſhake the Sword of Divine Jus 
; Wie over his head, the light of the Sun, Moon and 
rs yield no light to his dark mind, the increaſe of 

« WEarth, as Corn, Wine and Oyl, will nothing a- 
il him, the light of the Sun, Moon and Stars will 
t comfort him; it's the light of God?s eounte 

ace he wants. In the midſt of all the Earth's plen- 

his Soul is hunger-ſtarved, he dwells in a Land of 
wht, where ao moylſture is, the brightneſs of the 

U at noon brings darkneſs upon him, witneſſing 

8 2rkneſs of his mind, that hath deſired, delight- 
Wn, and loved the Creature more than the Crea= 

WW", whois God bleſſed for ever. : 

Virſe 11. By the Lords Ho#F, underſtand the Lord 
AW"20d all bis holy Angels, even the Miniſters - 
hs 
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624. An Erpoſition of. the 
the Truth, the Angels of the Chutches, the Con{c 
ence, that 1s as a thouſand witneſſes,” the day at 
night that keep their changeable courſe by the'cor 
mand of God, themſelves can donothing, the plan 
of the earth that go down ' into the earth in winte 
_ andall their glory and beauty obſcured, -and hte 
forth in the Spring with an. increaſe of glory : 
beauty, and all at God's appointment. Likeyi 
Summer and Winter, and all other interchanges 
heat and cold, the Seas with their ebbings and flog 
the Thunder, and all the fiery Vapors of the 5] 
the Rainbow, and all glorious teſtimonies of God 
wondrous Power, all terrible Apparitions on tl 
Earth or in the Skies, all theſe are witneſles of Got 
great Power, and mans and all Creatures Nothing 
neſs in compariſon of him, and therefore appe 
againſt man, that either glories in the work of 
own hand, or feeks after, or honours any thing bilh 
God in heaven or on earth. i þ 

Verſe 12. He begins to lay open the effect of thi; 1 
Battel of God, to bring them to a true and unfeigr 


ed Repentance, wherein by exhortation to it, ui, 


_ derftand, thar it is not any thing that man can 
for he ſays , Rent your hearts, which no man cande 


for all the preparations of the heart are from ti 


Lord ; therefore by exhortations he nianifeſts he 
the Lord doth work in his People. | 

Verſe 18. Here he ſhews ſtill how the Lord pr 
ceeds, even to preach the Goſpel, - thoſe glad Tf 
dings to (the repenting ſinner; where by tempo 


bleflings always underſtand ſpiritual, to wit, Parda = 


of Sin , Sanctification of the Soul, Love of Goal 4 
Rejoycing in Jeſus, Hungerafter Righteouſneſs, | | 
Guidance of the holy Ghoſt ; By Enemres , undeni 
Rand Satan, the World and the Fleſh; bY 

| ; x UNGErital 
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nderſtand the cracifying of the Fleſh, the mortifying; 
of the carnal Mind, preſervation from Satans temp- 
ations, cofiqueſt over Hell and Death; theſe things 
dong to:a Chriſtian, not worlds Riches, Peace and 
Fenty ; for they that will ive goaly.x Criſt Feſws ſhall 
ſer perſecution ;, and that thele things are hereby fi- 
ured, 1s plainly manifeſt, by thar be.faith, 

Verſe23. Be glad O ye Cynildren of Zion, and re- 
wee'in the Lord your God, for he hath given youths 
fin of Righteouſneſs. x if HR 

Verſe 26, And 10: goes -on declaring all the Com- 
forts and Bleſlings of God to a Chriſtian Soul 

Wire, by Dreams and. iſions , is figured the petfect - 
bowledge of Chriſt, the operations of, free Grace, 

'Wad fruits of the Spirit,; the goodneſs, mercy and 

Whircof God, the life of. Faith, and its working by 
me,;&e,' wherein it. is:given to true;Chriftians to 

& meditating night and day. | F-24 

'For the zoth. and 31th; Verſes, .is the ſame to be 
uderſtood as in the zoth, Verſe. oy | 

Perſe 32: By Calf .0n the Name of. the Lord ; 
Iderlfagd. , believe, in, -him ; for. whatever man 
ts -belieusng; be, ſhall. receive 5, no man can call upon 
bud, but he-that believes in him; for athers know him- 
, as: Pax} witneſleth.. ... TEE. 
By Mount Zion ,, underſtand always God's free 
ace. By- Jeruſalem, underſtand the Elect of God 
LIfracd. By Whom the Lord ſhall call , underſtand 

gc Converts of the Gentiles. | 

| Chap. 3. By IſraclÞs Captivity unto (ther Nations, 18. 

Woed their Captivity to S3tan & Sin, all the Luſts of 
WW": Fleſh, and Vanities and Follies of the earthly mind: . 

erfit] $0279 "them wviftory over their enemies, is figured 
lortification of ſin, and Victory over Satzns Temp- 

ns ; thereſore he calls it rhe F".lley of threſhing. 
HE 5 By 


heat oed annd 


626 . An Expolitionofthe 

By. IſraePs multitude, is figured all the operations of 
Grace, and fruits of the- Spirit, that teach todeny 
allungodlineſs, and mortifie every fin. Therefore by 
thoſe days and that time, 1s meant-when Jeſusis-reveal- 
ed 1n the Soul ;- for then there is vittory given/ oye 
all theſe enemies,as in Paul ; when Chriſt was reveal 
ed in him, all his raging madneſs in- perſecuting 
Chriſt and all his Servants was gone, and all his Pha 
rifaical righteouſneſs was as filthy as*dung:; theſe 
things held his Soul priſoner in fin, under carnal 
wiſdorh and ſhew of Religion, and great holy Zeal 
as under gates of braſs and bars of-iron; theſe ate 
the doors that Chriſt breaks open to ſet poor ſitiners 
at liberty, Theſe are the everlaſting; gates and'door: 
that are lift up, and Chriſt is the King-of Glory that 
comes in z thereby is the heavenly 7eruſalem holy;and 
no ſtranger goes through her , and Gods'Mountains 
even his free Grace, and great Love to:man'droj 
down wine; and-:Gods Hills, even his Gododneſsanc 
Truth, flow with Milk, .ever-with tender compal 
fion' to nouriſh his: Babe-kke*Converts, ahd all the 
Riversof 7udah' ( even the meditations of trueBeQing 
lievers ) run' with water, even to waſh'and' cleaf 
out every filthy ſpot, and\a+ Fountain- out ' of ti 
Lords Houſe, even the cries. of 'a broken and con 
trite heart waters the Vally of Shietim, to wit, bringWn 
down the pride of the vain-glorions mind. The 
ſhall Egypt and Edoem ( to wit , the Oppreſlors anc 
Haters of God's People )' be wafe., and 4 defols 
wilderneſs for ever. 


AM 0s 


—_— 
7 


- "hr eee — inn 


RS — rw - :- 25 
F - b — , 


— 
— 


Pifficuld Texts fn Amos: 627 
AMOS. 


Gap. 1. F Ere is ſhewed that God ſeeth not as man 
Perſe 1. 4. feeth, nor chuſeth as he chuſeth ; for 
nan will chuſe only learned men to the Miniſtry of 
the Word, but God chuſeth Learned, as ſes, and 


Noble, as 1/aiah, of the Royal Blood ; and ignoble, 


$tlis-Am»os,a poor herdſman;& unleartied,as Peter & 
fanerand makes them mighty in DoCtrine,that they 
my teach not what they have leatht cf men, but what 
they have received of: God ; as our Say;our faid-; 


Freely ye bave received, freely give; and if men t32v2 


Mlerming, he cauſes them to lay it aſide in the Mi- 


F feſm Chriſt, that T ſhew unto you. 


nſtry, as Par; I came not to you in humane wiſdom or 
bquence of Speech, no not tn the words that humane 
7/6 invented, but 3n demonſtration and peter of the 
Irith : 'And again, What I have received of the Lord 


« 


Verſe 2. By the Lords Roarig, underſtand the givs 


Minzour of' his Law in power upon the Heart of man; 


bdiſcover all bis ſin; and bring him under guilt an 


i "math of God. By Dwellint place of Shepherds, un- 


rſtand mans feeding on vain hopes of Peace by his 


Yom righteouſheſs. By Top of Carmel, underſtand 


"ride of mind in his own conceited Holineſs. 
Vitſe 3, By three Tranſgreſſions and forr , under- 
and fulnefs of iniquity ; for three and four are ſe- 
en, which is uſed for perfe:tion ,; and not for any 
terminate Number, 'as I have ſhewed before; and. 
tſheweth firſt the growth of Sin, that though it be 
mall at firſt; it ceaferh nor till it come to a fulneſs; 
*ondly, The long ſufferance of ' God towards ſin- 
ts, that efren warneth ot of his Judgments, 
| S 
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and waiteth for their Repentance , and executeth 
not his wrath till their iniquity .be full, as he gave 
not the Land of C:naan to 1/rael till the iniquity of 
the Amcrites was full. By all the wickedneſs of the Hea- 
trens, teſheweth what great and vile iniquities the 
ratural man that is not regenerate committeth ; and 
by threatning Fudgments againſt them, he ſheweth that 
nore ſhall eſcape puniſhmentfor his ſin by ignorance 
of God; for God hath not left them without teſti. Wit 
monies in his creatures, as David faith ; The Hea- WM" 
vers declare the glory of God, &c. And by his Provi-(® 
dence, as Paul faith, ſending ſhowers of Rain , and | 
grving us fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with joy; lg 
therefore every man is inexcuſable that he worſhip M"* 
him not as God, but his fooliſh mind is darkned. 
. Chap.2./erſe 4.By caſting away the Law of the Lord, 
underſtand the firſt Command ; to have no other Goa: 
but him ;, for this implies all the reſt of the firſt Ta- 
ble; for then man muſt make no Image ; for an Image 
is buta vain ſhadow, but God is the real being, life, 
and power of all things, and in all things; andhe 
muſt not take Gods Name in vain, for he muſt wor-W 
ſhip him as God,. to wit, good, gracious and mer- 
ciful, from whom every; goed ability of body and 
feul, every upright deed, and every good inclination 
ef. his mind do flow, and by whom all gcodnels in 
the Creature for mans benefit, are ordained.; and 
laſtly, he muſt ceaſe from his own works, and do the 
works of God, which is the keeping of the Sabbath, 
and the fujfilling of all theſe js, Love; for only he 
doth theſe things that loves God with his own heart, 
By keeping his Commandments, underſtand all the ſe- 
cend 1able, which is alſo obeyed by Love for ol- 
Iy he which loves every man as. himſelf, honours his 
Superiors, and is mercifulto the poor, and harmeth 
agae 
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zone in thought, word or deed. By rherr Lies, un- | 
&itand their thoughts or hopes that they can per- |. 
form theſe things , all or any of them, -by their own 8 
nidom or power, or care, or diligence , for thatis 
nithout Chriſt, the promiſed Seed, for he # the pow- [1 
rand wiſdom of God to ffaluaticn to all, both Few and 1 |; 
Gmile, Profeſſor and Prophane. | 
Perſe 8. This ſhews how they worſhip God while | 
their hearts are not cleanſed from iniquity ; there- | 1 
fre while they are unjuſt and unmerciful to men, 
Wicycannor be good in the ſight of God. | 
18 By drink, the Wine of the condemned, is figured de- | | 
letting in ſuch a Form of Religion as is condemned | 
nthe Word of God; for by W::e is figured the de- | 
lghttulneſs, and in their thoughts the profitableneſs ' 18 
Wd fruicfulneſs of it; and by driz king, is figured 1 
-MWiicir free receiving of it, and therefore they are ſaid | 
tobe arknk, but not with wine; for this is called Wine KN 
feuratively. i | 
Verſe 12. And this is the Wine which they are ſaid | 
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e 

bgive the Nazarites. And by commanding the Pro- 

Wicts not to* propheſie, is meant, not to preach 

{cuiſt, or that man cannot work righteouſneſs, or 'N 
1}@anv thing acceptable to God by his own wiſdom | 
ql | 
n 

d 


« power; for that is preaching Chriſt and Self-de- 

al; therefore the Church is brought in by 1/aiab, 

(enying their own righteouſneſs, and teſtifying, » 
ef # bath wrought all eur work inus; this He is Chriſt; 
, brall Prophecy is of. him, and fulfilled in him,..and 
ef ierefore no more mentioned after he came in the - 
Mi; not thar it ceaſeth, but that it is h<nceforth 
Ml 4d Preaching the Goſpel, or Preaching Chriſt 
.M 4d his Croſs to all. | 


Ml /cr/e 14. By all theſe failings of mans power, nn- 
"I &:and a conviction of the Soul and Conſcience, 
e A 4 -- that 


=o | I EIA EI IPRA <rEe 


630 An Expoſition of the 


that he is able to do nothing that is good, righteous 
or well-pleaſing in the fight of God, and fo to ſtand 
naked, hungry and thirſty , crying to God. 

Chap. 3. Verſe 3. Here he ſhews that man cannot 
walk inthe ways of God until God hath reconciled 
him to himſelf by Chriſt ; for man cannot ſerve tne 
Maſters , as our Saviour teacheth; f he love the 
world, the love of God canrot be in hum. 

Verſe 4. By a Lion roaring is figured God , by his f 
Prophets or true Miniſters preaching the Word pow- i 
erfully , whereby man is taken, to wit, convinced j 
to be a ſinner ; ſa that he falls down humbly before MW" 
God, and acknowledgeth that God is in ſuch Mini- M* 
ſters indeed. | , 

Verſe 5.6. By theſe Parables is figured the efficacy WI ® 
of the Word of God in his Servants , when itis MW” 
preached faithfully, to wit, not made Precepts, s 
Rules and Leſſons to guide mens words and actions, , 
but a diſcoverer of Sins, aſearcher and trier of the W'* 
heart and rejns, that every man may be brought ta j 
confeſſion of his ſins and finful nature, and utterly MW 
to ſtand confounded, that he ſee no way or means of 
help. This is the evil that none doth jna City but n 
God ktjmſelfeven to force every Soul to cry out, Iam | 
a Maſs of ſin, as D:vid did. a 

Verſe 9. By Aſhdod and Egypt, underſtand Sinners 
Þr mea in their natural eſtate, living without Godin the 
the world. ; | : F 
By Mountains of Samaria,, underſtand men 1n a I: 
profeſſion of Religion, lifted up in their mindsas the WW ,* 
only People of God. | 

Verſe 11. By Adverſary, is figured the Law 0r 
Hand-writing of Ordinances that is againſt us ; for 
when Gcd fends it upon mans .ſoul in his pow, 
then appears ſtrength of Sin, and all mans fro 
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nd glory iS foyled, as Paul ſaith, When the Command. 
gnt came, ſim revived, and I died. 

arſe 12, Here is figured the Lords deliverance of 
ksElect.out of captivity to Satan and Sin, a$ a prey 
utof the!Lions mouth, although they lie in ſecurity 
their fin as in a corner of a Bed, or a Couch. 

Verſe 14. By viſit the Tranſgre fſiens of Iſrael, un- 
krſtand diſcover all their fins ; and by vir the Altar 
« W/ 5the!, underſtand diſcover their hypocriſie, or 
 Witcuorighteouſneſs of their holy things, as the Pro- 
1 MW het calls it. By breaking the horns of the Altars, 
b 


inderſtand pulling down the high thoughts of man 
niſed by his own righteouſneſs. 

Perſe 15. By the Lords ſmiting and conſuming ob ihe 
buſes, underſtand all-rhe ways wherein man its in ſe- 
city , and promiſeth peace tq kis Soul, though he 
far from the way of peace; as by rhe winter-houſe, 
bis ſecurity. from the ſtarving in ſin ; by the Summer- 
we, his ſecurity from the burning wrath of God; 
\ WY ij the houſes of Tory, his ſecurity by the conceited 
WI purity of his Religion ; and theſe are called Houſes, 
e WW becauſe men have tound our many inventions, to wit, 
| 
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te Forms of Religion, which they account pure as 

tie white Ivory ; and by great hoxſes ,, his ſecurity 

uder the great Mercies of God, which they take 

lot from the freeneſs of his Grace in pardoning all 
| tteir fins, and fanCtifying their Souls by Chriſt, for 

tien they were ſafe ; but they take the greatneſs af 
© s Mercy for acceptance of their Holineſs, and 
tal, and Devotion, and good Endeavours , and 
lerein are they deceived; for if any thing of mans 
could be accepted , Chriſt had never died; there- 
fore he faith, Thy aney periſh and thy Coyn,, thy 
taſow wit 1 pay wy ſelf. 
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Chap. 4. By Kine of Baſan, is 'figured men niuctifi 
delighred in their way of Religion, as Kine are:d 
lighted in a fat paſture; by being i= the Mountain 
of Sarluria, i$ figured that their Religion is invent 
ed by man, as Feroboam®s. Calves were, which the 
worſhipped in their Mountzains. By oppreſſing the poor 
&c. 15 lignified, that though they profeſs the wor 
ſhip cf God, they have no goodneſs in them:toward, 
man. By ſaying to their Maſters, Bring, and let u 
arink,, is tigured their conſent to the inventersof 
that Form of Religion, and their delight therein 
as Drunkards in their dryoken fellowſhip. 
Verſe, This is a Prophecy of Chriſt, as all art 
that ſpeak of time to come ; and for the certainty 
of it, tie faith, the Lord bath ſworn it, and the eſh» 
cacy of it 1s to take them away, and their Poſterity, 
to wit, to deprive them of all comfort as men hurried 
away with thorns, and deſtroy all their fins, which 
are the brcod of a ſinful mind. | 
 Verſe3. And ye ſhall gocut at the Breaches ; when 
the Lord makes a breach between Sin.and the Soul, 
__ when he diſanuls mans Covenant with Hel] and 
Neath, then man goes out, even caſts himſelf out of 
the Palace, though he thought himſelf as ſecure and 
glorious as a King in his Palace, he is in haſte tobe 
gone out of it, as Pax! counted that loſs and dung, 
which before he counted gain. | | 
_ Verſe 4, 5- Here he ſhews how they delightedin 
their religious way, in obſerving all things commanded, 
yea, IN 2't plying Sacrifices, and inventing new ways of 
Holineſs, but all wastranſgreſſion in the fight of God. 
'. Verſe 6. By Cleaimeſs of tecth, and rs, of 
/ Bread, 1s figured aſfence of want in the Soul ,-which 
yet turns not to God; but either to increaſe Devo- 
tion, or to ſome Gather form of Religion, or to ſome 
More zealous Preacher. : | I'eſe 
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1; 7rſe 7, 8: By Rain, underſtand the true' Miniſtry 
f the Goſpel, which only makes fruitful, and whictt 
te Lord gives in few places, even where: he hath a 
fople to cull out, for there is an effeCtual door o- 
ted to the Miniſter, as to Paul in Macedonia, and 
tprevails in his Elect, - but the reſt wither away, for 
ter turn not-unto the Lord, but either oppoſe it, or 
nr the Grace of God into wantonneſs. SS 
Verſe 9. By the blaſlings of God upea the f-uits)of 
teearth, is figured the diſcovery of all their Religi- 
ws ations and zealous ways, that they are'not from 
te Lord, and therefore they ſhall not- proſper; yet 
ttey turn not unto the Lord, they ſay not yet, zkere 
41hope, but by more carefulneſs and diligence they 
lope to pleaſe God. CR ee 2 Be 
Ferſe 10, By Peſtilence , underſtand infeftion of 
ne another with: their hypocrifie, as the Phariſees 
tde Proſelytes. By ſlaying their young: men with the 
wrd, underſtand the Word of Truth, which is the 
ord of the Spirit , prevailing with ſome young 
ten, even ſuch as he hath weaned from the Teats, 
ren from all that is nouriſhment to corrupt Na- 
we, and hath made them Babes in Chirift, and re- 
aled his hidden things unto them, that by them he: 
tht ſtop the mouth 'of -the Enemy. By Horſes, 
nderſtand their ſtrength in Batte],' to wit, their 
Azuments 'whereby [they fought: againſt the free. 
bixce of God ; and their ſwiftneſs-ro flee away and 
cape the righteous Judgments of - God; for when 
lie flee upon ſwife beaſts , their pyrſuers'ſhall be 
ifter. - By the ſtink, of their Tents coming up into 
teir Noſtrils, underſtand a great diſlike of their way ' 
Religion, wherein they thought to abide all their 
le, 2s men thatlive in Tents ; yet for all this, they 
un not unto the Lord, they ſoy. not yet, # there 
| _— — 0b 
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not a-Lie 1n wy right hand? byt ſtill hapeto findhel, 

the fruit of their labours, even to be ſaved by mc 

ſtrictneſs in their way. 18 
Verſe 11. By. overthrowing them as Sodom and 6G 


\ 


morrah, underſtand, exalting the fiery Law of 4 
ſes upon them to diſcover Sin, and lay them and x 
their. works under Curſe and the burning wrath. 
God, ſo that none could be ſaved but ſuch as were 
 pluckt out of the fire by God's free Grace in Jeſus 
yet they turned not unto him as loſt and undone fouls 
but they hoped to lay hold on that Grace of Godby 
faith, not of his gifr, but their own Reaſon leading 
£O it. Y 
Perſe 12, 13. Here ſhe ſheweth that the Lord wil 
do theſe things unto mens ſouls, and exhorts then 
to humble themſelves under the hand of God, to be 
ſubject to his work, and receive bis word with meek 
neſs of ſpirit, that they may be made a new creature 
in Chriſt Jeſus , conſidering his abſolute power it 
the creatures,and that he knows the thoughts of mar 
Chap. 5.Y. 1,2. The Prophet calls frac! to mourt 
ing, as he mourns for them ; for ſo doth every tru: 
Miniſter of the Word ; he is much afflited that 
there are ſa few that-receive the Word, and in al 
afflictions of Believers, he ſympathizeth with them 
as Paul did with his converted Churches.. 
Verſe 3. Here. he ſignifies how few the word of 
Truth 'prevails with to turn their hearts to truſſ in 
God's free Grace. | 
Verſe, 5. Here the Lord diretts them to ſeek 
him in his Mercies in Chriſt, and not jn their wajs 
of Religion; forall thoſe ways will come to novght, 
and they that truſt in them-will be confounded, 
Verſe 8, By turning the ſhadow of death inta the mar 
ning, underſtand, making men that were darkneiy 
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1ren of light. By maksng the day dark_ as nioht, 
Gi ftand Jeſus coming to + ran wok they Sal 
ks, may become blind. By calling the waters of the 
i, and powring them upon the open earth, underitand 
Wicovering that raging flood of iniquity tha. lies 
jd in the heart of man, that man may know rhar he 
;the Lord, as the woman of Samaria knew that Je- 
iswas the Chriſt, when he diſcovergdall her whore- 
doms- | 
Verſe g. By ffrengthning the Deſtroyer agamſs the 
pebry, underftand ending the Lord jeſus $ Fe 
te works of the Devil; for the Devil is mighty to 
&lude the heaxt of man; and Jeſus is God's,Elect, 
mom he upholdeth. we = 

By the Deſt: oyer coming againſt the Fortreſs, under- 
fad Jeſus deſtroying all rhat fortified man in 
ſin, 

' Ferſe 10, Here he lays down mans hatred of the 
- Miniſter, becauſe he reproveth all hypocriſie in 
eligion. | 

Volk 11. He ſheweth how they enrich themſelves. 
yoppreſſon of the poor. By bur{ding houſes of hewen 
Wl /1c, and planting pleaſant yineyards, 18 figured fetling 
ttemſelves in a ftrong wiſe , Religion pleaſant to 
mans Reaſon ; bur they ſhall find go benefit nor com- 
rt thereby ; ; 

Verſe 12, 15. Becauſe it is deceitful, it makes them 
not merciful as God: is merciful ; therefore God 
tath charged his prudent Miniſters to. let the wicked 
be wicked ſtill. | Y 
Verſe 14s 15. He admoniſheth them to, do as they 
ws obey the Law which they glory in, then 
all they find mercy with the Lord KW 
. /7/{{ 16. Here he ſhewerh the power of the word 
WJ #1 work of God is nog to ſer men on in ſtrife who 
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can be moſt holy, but to bring eyerv one tomourn 
ing under ſence of his ſinfulneſs, that all may log 
ypon Jeſus whom they have pierced, to wit, tha 
their fins were ſo great , that they could be expiaM.: 
ted by no means but by the blood of Jeſus ; and thei” 
they may mourn every Tribe and Houſe, and every nl 
apart, to wit, 1n the ſecret of his Soul, where.nond”; 
ſceth but God ; for what he ſeeth in ſecret, hereM 
wardeth openly. ; 

PV erſe 17. By Y ;nes, underſtand the Elect of God 
that are planted in Jeſus, that true Vine ; they al 
ſhall mourn for their failings. 

Verſe 18. Here he ſets forth the coming of Jeſi 
which the Fews profeſt to'deſire greatly ; for the 
they expected they ſhould be declared to be the Peo 
ple of God only, and all other caſt out; for herd, 
he ſhews it ſhall be clear contrary; for mary ſul 
come from the furtheſt coaſts of the earth, and enjoy tdi, 
Kingdom of heaven with their Fathers, but they fhal bl. 
eaſt out; for it ſhall declare them to be darkneſs. Wy 
Perſe 1g. And if. they will flee from rhe Lord 
from a Lion or a Bear ready ta tear them in pieces becaule 
of fheir fin, - and go into the Houſe of God to worſii 
him, end lean upon the wall, to wit, profeſs Faith ini 

Chriſt, yatal,; that old Serpent will delude them 
to expect peace thereby, but Jeſus hath no houſe noi 
pillow to lay his head on , neither came he to ſend; 
peace on earth, but a ſword and fire. | 
_ Verſe21, 22, 23. Here he ſhews that the Lora; 

| hates all the Religion of man' that is not regenerat6,lf 
though neyer ſo. zealous and holy in outward appear 
ance, and pleaſant toall the wiſdom of man. 

Verſe 24. Here he ſhews what true Religion is, t0 
wit, that by the Law every Soul lies under the judg i 

' nent of God, becauſe of his fins, and by be c 
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mi true righteouſneſs enters in and cleanſes every 
vl, as 2 Mighty River waſhes the ſtreets. ,.F 

Wl /7/c 25- Here he ſhews that though they exer- 
kd Religion , it Was in the ,w:Iderneſs, :towit, in 

vir natural and unregenerate eſtate, where their 

-rts were like a wilderneſs, a neſt of. unclean 

ds, a den of" filthy beaſts ; therefore, ET: 
/erſe 26. Their Religion was but Idolatry, a 
tapping of Images for their God and King, the liv- 
p2God did not rule and govern them ; therefore, 
Vaſe 27. He will make them know that they are: 
ptives to Satan and Sin. WEE > 
. Chap. 6. Verſe 1. Here the Prophet proceeds. to 
kund out the Judgments of God againſt them that, 
Whrofels a Religion whereby they are at eaſe ; for by, 
WW (till is the Church figured, and by Mountains of. 
maria is Idolatry ſignified ; ſothat they profeſs to. 

of the Church of God; but they truſted in Idols, 
Witich Heathens worſhipped at firſt, and:7/-ael learn- 
(at tnem. EN | ; $440 

I 7/2. He ſhews thera great Cities that were de- 
.MWirojed for their iniquity, and that they were no bet- 
ter T5 they , and therefore muſt alſo be de-_ 

k ul ? SEW Mo + , t-1 
Verſez. Although they put far the evil day, yet 
| As wickedneſs which muſt not go unpu- 
Sled, L | 

Verſe 4, 5, 6. Here he-lays out the, condition of. - 

Ich men, whereby is figured mans ſetled mind in a 
kening glorious way of. Religion,. which he figni- 
ks to be wicked; and not.of God, becauſe: none of 
ltem was ſerry for the afſiittion of Foſeph,, to wit, none 
tows what i is to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, without any 

” Wil Cauſe, only by the enmity of the Seed of the 
"ll *pent a2ainſt the Seed of the Woman. _ 
WV erſc 
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. Verſe 75. Here he threatens in the Name of tf 
Lord that their Viſitation is at hand ; which though 
be given forth as a Threatning, yet it” is a pre: 
Bleſling ; for happy are they whims the Lord chaſtiſel 
for they are Children whos be loveth. 

Ferſe 1. Here he ſheweth how reſolute the Le 
is, ſo that he-confirms it with an Oath, that he hi 
Jacobs Excellency and his Palaces, though he loves}; 
cob ,, therefore will he deſtroy the City "1d allthat 
it, for he will have Facob, to wit, bis beloved one 
to have no certain abiding place in this wofld, but 
ſeek for a City whoſe Founder and Bilder 1s God: There 
fore if any have a houſe of their own, to: wit, a 
certain abiding place in this world, though there 
ten of them all joyn*d togetherin ſuch ſociety; the 
ſhall all die;- ro wit, all their confidence' if that : 
fhall be diſſolved, | 

Perſe 10. And bis Onkle fhall take him 'ug. Fall" 
Unkle was'/ſkmael, the Son'of the Bond-woman, calliſ#: 
out of the houſe of Abraham, for that he ſhould hay 
ne-ittheritince with 7/aac ; therefore here is ſignified 
that'the natural man hath more care and pity to d 
aty Office: of Mercy for the diſtreſſed, than ſtriln 
religious hypocrites, but by the ſharpneſs of Gol 
Judgments upon hypoctites, lie' is' terrified that h 
does not remember the Lords: Name: | 

Verſe 11. By great Houſe, underſtand mars ſtrong 
zealous Religion : By 1ittle'Houfe , underſtand many. 
ſheiv of humility. By the' Lords ſiting them wing 
breachis andclefts, underſtand that he will diſcovt! 
themboth'to be'hypocritical. = NE 

- Ferſe 12; Hete is figuted that mans hope fo work 
righteouſneſs, or pleaſe God by his own power a0 
wiſdom, isas vain as to ride horſes upon ſhavp rarg'l 
rocks, er to plow there with oxen ; therefore the " 


je 
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* Ms their righteouſneſs ſhalt be bitter unto them as Worms 

and gall, | ? | | dt 
Perſe 13+ Terejoyee in a thing of nonght ; to wit, in 
vor 0Wn- ways of hohneſs: ye /ay have we not gotten 
plorns by-onr own ſtrength ? to wit', power to 'over- 
ane other Nations by -our holineſs in the ways of 


"/erſe 14. Flere he ſheiws that the! Lord will over- 
row this their:confidence,G&by: giving their enemies 
jojver to deſtroy them through all their Land, to 
ſit, execute his Raw: upon ther ſo , that they ſhall 
kve no Peace within-nor without. -- 

Chap. 7. Here firſt by Graſhoppers eating up' the graſs, 
tevery greewthing of the Land, 1s figured the judg- 
mt of: God- upon the: Soul, diſcovering:all that 
rin arcoutited - to be holineſs, ſpringing from their 
tedience'to the Letter-of the Word, tobe abſolute 
pocrifie, as Pars righteouſneſs was, though t 


8 onchong the Law blameleſs. y 
ml: Pirſe 4: By Fire devouring the great deep, is figured: 
Wkfery Law;- or hot burning wrath of. God, diſco- 


ring” the' deep 'deceitfulneſs of the heart of man, 
ringing: Him to- utter deſolation under ſence of 

Verſe 5. By the Lord ſtanding by a wall made by Line, 
Wha. Line in his hand, is figured- the righteouſneſs 


Faith, which is made'by a perfet Line ; for, 


| Firſt; It is the righteouſneſs of God, his Gift, ot 


iis Workin the heart of 'man. 


Secondly, - Ir purifierh the hearts in which it is}, 
rocking by- Love obedience in Spirit to all- the Laws, 
atutes, Decrees and Ordinances of God; to wit, 
etting in mans heart true love toGodand man. _ 
Thirdly, 'By it, as by a perfect Line, are all peo- 
* meaſured to Life'or Death eternal, as our Savi- 

Our 
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our ſheweth'; He that believeth in me # paſſed fie 
Death to Life, and ſhall not come into condemnation. 
that believeth not in me, is condemned already, becas 
he believeth not the Recordofs God: which he hath givent 
bis Son. Therefore hereby. are af the . high: Pluces « 
Fudah , to wit, all Religion wherein mans heart j 
prided, and all the Temples of Iſrael, even all exter 
nal - worſhip: of God, and Feroboam?s Ialetry, ever 
” mans inyented ways of Religion lined toideſtry 
10N. LOI T&Þ 28 L9D R154 £53 03. 339 
' By the Prophets interceflion: for 1/rael, in the twaliſ;;. 
former, and Gods repentance,.underftand,-that they: 
werethe affliftion of. the Soul under the! Lay, and 
therefore the Prophet intercedes that thoſe:days mg; 
be ſhortned, , and God will-in:: Mercy. haſten the Ge 
ſpel; and Gods. Decree is' to ſhorten thoſe, days 
therefore: the, Prophet intercedes accorging,;tott 
will of God, and the Lord granteth his Requell 
but the laſt is the unalterable. 'Councel of .Gog,; the 
conſummation determined.upon. the. whole Earth 
the ſcourge oves flowing in righteouſneſs. therefoge 
bere.the Prophetintercedes not, but ſtands boldly” 
2gajnſt Jnazigh,.andpropheſtes.ruine to.him;and his 
Poſterity, and to Ferohoam, and all 1/rael that follow-M, 
ed him into. Idalatry. ©... © + 74 
» Chap. 8.'ver. 1,2, Hereby, a Backet of Summer fruty 
is figured that: the iniquity. 'of //raz! was, come Wl 
the full ; for all their Religion was turned to Idola- 
try and Hypocrifie ; for that unto, the worſhipping ot 
the Calves of- Fezroboam inftead of the true God, tie) 
added cruel oppreſlion of the poor , as v. 4, 5,6: , 
 Ferſe 3 By tne Songs of the Temple becoming Honl- 
95, underſtand, that they ſhall not hear the Goſpel, 
which is the.glad; Tidings of Joy to all Nations, but 
they ſhall fee] the burning heat of the fiery LY 
| Mi 
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$i0g in their .nearts, and ſcorching their Souls be- 
aſe of fins, -; By a»any dead Bodies in every place, is 
pured the, word of Truth diſcovering all men tobe 
(ad ja fins: And by caſting them out with ſilence, is 
ured, that the have nothing to ſay againſt them, 
kaufe they felt themſelves under the ſame guilt ; as 
tie) that accuſed the woman taken in Adultery, to 
kfus, when he bade, he that 5 without ſin, caſt the firſb 
jm: at ber, they went all away in ſilance. 

Verſe 5. By the Excellency of Faceb., underſtand 
t&& Lord Jeſus ;, for through him cnly are all-our fins 
Wirzot, and put out of Gods remembrance ; there- 


"ire it 1s confirmed by the greateſt Oath or eternal 


Wecree of God , that he will never forget their ſins 
lt believe not. in him. . _ .. | | 
Jerſe 8. By the Floud of Egypt, underſtand, the 
Iidements of God againſt the haters of his People, 
Ich lie caft out as a Floud upon Egype. | 
WM '/-9. By the San going down at noon, is figured the 
” WieGments of God falling upon them ſuddenly and 
(expected; as our, Saviour ſays , «4 & Thief. mthe 
ji; the Prophers ſay, When they cry peace, peace, 
10 and ſudden deſtruttion comes as Travel upon 4 
$914, 94h Child, ard for the Certainty,' he doubles 
WE Parable; 1will darken the Earth inthe clear day ; 
I by many Similitudes he. ſets focth the effects of it 
=* 1oth. Verſe. * es Ms extoigd | 
M/*/ 11. But the real effeft of it is a hunger, not. 
eF Bre2d, and a'thirſt, not for water , but for hear- 
the word of the Lord; and though this be-threat- 
a a8 a Judgment upon a. ſinful Nation, it is the 
Welt Blefling; thrice bappy are the Souls upon 
wm the Lord  fends tlys Famine ; they will _ 
2 (as the Prodigal did.). to beg the Bread of 
i. WF attiers Houſe, an bhgk Father of Mercies by his 
NY U Gt 


\ 


642 An Exvyolition of the | 
:l-ſeeing eye ſees their hungry hearts ataroff, and 
prevents them with his goodneſs, and. haſtens to meer 
them, and feeds them with a feaſt of fat things, and 
of Wine well refined upon the Mountains, .even his 
free Grace and great Love to man,for thoſe are Gods 
Mountains. | "i | | 

Verfe 12. Here is held forth not only the great hun. 
gcr and thirſt upon theſe wandring Souls, which 
makes them labour ſo hard for it, but the ſcarcity 0 
it, that they ſhall not find it; whereby 1s ſignified, 
not that they obtain it not at all , bur toat they oh- 
tain it not by their labour and ſeeking ; for the 
ſeek it among the wiſe and learned , but it 1s not 
there ;. but God ſends it by ſuch a ſimple Herdſman 
as this Ames ;, or they ſeek itamong thoſe miniſſers 
which are well zccounted of amongſt men'; bur God 
gIvcs it by ſuch as are accounted Hereticks, and per- 
fecuted as Paul was. _ p - 

Verſe 13. By fair virgins and young men, underiiandy; 
Profeſſors of abeaurifcl and'plicatant Religion ; and," 
by periſhing; underſtand , that they ſhall be diſcovet- 
ed to be deadiin fin; and'by [wearing by che Sin of Saf. 
maria, ſaymg., thy God, O'Dan liveth, aud the manner 


of Beerſheba: liveth , underſtand the greateſt ſinners; 


that attribute Life or expeCt: falvation from duml 
tdols, for the magnifying the freenefs of Gods Mer- 
Cy , that he will ſhew his power and grace upon ſuch 
ro.convert them, even*to- deſtroy their fins and fave 
their ſouls, ew. 8 s þ 
Ch.g.v.1. By'the Lord ſtanding upon the Altar under,” 
ſtand God appearing inJeſus, for he isthe Altar upolty 
which we are offered unto God: and by his commandſyy 
to. ſmmite the Lintel of the Door , that the Poſts ma) "A 
fhake, and cut them in pieces, even the heads of them a, Ki 
ara Twill [lay the Wi of thems with the ſword, wy la 
| and. 


Diicult Tat Amos: 643, 
find, Preaehehe Goſpethorll -Hypocfifie may be 
licovered231PReligion whettby mans mind is lifted: 
n, hich is figured by-the Heads of liem ; for ſo 
r Saviour: declared Phariſees and Sadducesy ftrit- 
> obſerver $f Religion r& bE al hypocrites, ant he- 
at them off ;' fe he told them, they wert! Childret of 
be Devil, (ant wenld do bis' oiſts, and would not be cons 
wed , but rejetted the: Colinſtl of God y; bur the laſt, 
fix he, to' Wtz-ſuch 45/268 not To obſlinate, 1 will 
y w_ the 'Jmord , te wit , convert them by the 
or : 4 31 \ : I. 


"Perſe 2354 Here he ſhews the proſecution of the 
ldgments of God by the Faw, that man can hide 
"7 nowhere but God will find hitmout (which 
ilb David Utcires) buts4rs to deſtrophis ſihs, .and 
Wic.his Soul, though he ſay, 1 will /er mine eyes upon 
ten fer tof and tot for prod 0s ſpoken'arcording to 
ms4pprefienfion, that accounts ſucl-ſharp corre- 
ibn evil 66 bim; tHk-be find the good fruit of it; 
then he accounts God_ his friend, and his reprovfs to 
, Wi 20od healing Balſoms. = . 
:7h8_7ciſe 5. Here he fhews the Torch of God clearly 
Witers all, ſwaliows up all, ,as it did Eyype by the 
Wiliniſtry of Foſess LN. 
Verſe 6. For the confirmation of this ; he ſhews 
lie greatneſs off God in the Greation-of all things, 
of"din bis a4miniftration 4 or gavernment, or change 
Wall at his pleaſure, even by one word. © | 
Verſe 5, Are yt wot ts eAthvopians nit? ? By this 
(beſtion he declares , thar- they are ts Wack inf Soul 
10) fn in his-ſight ,- as the £,Zrhioptans ate try Skin. 
8") "te otter ns be tears that- he hath done 
I WPntet hits for thei? temporal beidg* 25 hedid for 
rt Nitions; and for och Nations av for them; 
wer thirem ie pars ho-diffMtende:” - 1 | 
|: My 2 


Ferſe 


ſhall not fall to the carth,. for thev caming to Jeſus, 


 woTk..;. | 


in the fightof God: Aud.as Cain flew, Abel, 106 


643 An Expoſition of the -- 
Verſe $. But when che teſtroys a. ſinful Kingdom, | 
Gut of the Earth, he will uot utterly deſtroy.them} 
Verſe 9. But be will ſift them among all.Nations, to, 
wit,they ſhall ſuffer affliction as other, people, but to, 
purific them, not to deftroy-them ; far the leaſt ſtone 


= m—_ _ -  ,  0twe. 


BS. 


the living Stone, fhall be: built up. as Jively ſtones, a 
ſpiritual Houſe to God, as Peter faith, .. . |... 
/. 10. This ſignifies that they that Yatter themſelves 
hopes of. Peace, ſhall be confounded ſuddenly. .. 

V. 11.. But in that day will be raiſe up the T abernaCles 
of David, to wit, when he:confounds their wildom, 
he will eſtabliſh them in;Chrilt. 59 . 
\ V-12. By poſſeſſing the, Remnant of Edom,and the Het: 
then, is figured converſion.of theGentules'by the {am 


QC TH. r, = A . mm x 
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Ver' 15, 14, 15. By allthe plenty.is figured ſpiritual 
bleſlings ; and that they ſhall not be pulled up agamn, lg 
nifies , that the fruit; of this work of God 1s eter 
nal life. - big Rs . 


DE oe ee Uh A | 
" OBADIAB. 
A Propheſie againit E.dom. ' 
TT; 2» was the Poſterity. of Eſau , Facob's Eldel 


'T Brother, who, -becaule he was ſo, eavied Facob 
35 Cain did Abel; and why? .becauſe, Facob got ti 


—w 


——_— 


Bleſſing,.and Abels?s Sacrifice was . more acceptab! 


Eon kept tlie ſame gruds 


” 


4 


interided;to ſlay Faceby Ea ic ſame grV 
againft I/racl , and when the Lord gave Iſratl ſn 


Difficult Terts.in Obadiah. 6545 
the hand'of their enemies becauſe of their Sins, they 
were perſecutors. of -//rael, alſo, did not remember 
) MI that they were brethren, -but rejoyced in. their aftli- 
dM tion, and laid hands on theiy goods, and ſtood in 
e M the croſs way, 'to cut off them thar fled, and ſhut up 
© i in priſon whom their Enemies lefr. Hercby is 
fenred the Hypocrite, who glories himſelf to be the 
Elder,even to be the true Child of God, the heritage 1s 
$M dicto him, but. he ſells it for-a meſs of Pottage, to 
'Y fir, he Toves the world, therefore the love of God 
MY cannot dwell in him ; he greatly deſires;the Bleiling, 
1 but God loves Facob, and teaces his Mother, to wit, 
the true Church, how to procure it to. Faces ;, E/ar 
n:kes great ſhew of being a-man of God, by begging. 
earneſtly for a Bleſſing, but Murder is in his heart, 
$ hypocrites i make great ſhew of Chriſtianity, by 
naking.long Prayers, andexerciſing all ſtrictnels of 
Religion, but Cruelty and Envy is in their hearts a- , 
_ the younger Brother, even againſt the Chrt- 
an that: hath: nothing to. glory in but infirmiries ; 
be watcheth to ſee him fall, and when God delivers 
him into his enemies hand, : even leaves him to him- | 
ſelf, that he ſlips into ſome ſin or folly, he triumphs 
orer him, and-makes it his glorying; and ifa Cari- 
ſian be perſecuted for the teſtimony of the Truth, 
them that know nothing of it, the hypocrite joyns | 
mth them againſt him, and are great accuſers a 
lim, 2s when Pilate and Herod were againſt Chriſt, 
Itwas Scribes and Phariſees that were his Accufrs,and 
[irred up the People againſt him, and joyned with 
tie Herodiens to accuſe him ; and Alexander the Cop- 
ferimith, who had hypocritically profeſsd Faith in 
Clift, did Paul much harm. Theſe are the Edomites 
that envy 1/-act ;, but God will raiſe up the men of 
yrir confedracy againſt them in the day thit he vi- 
Uu ; 2 [its 


646 An Expodition of the | 
ſits for fin , to 'wit , when he brings them to judg-; 
ment, ſearching and diſcovering their iniquity by his 
Law, then it will be a terrible thing untortheir ſouls ; 
that they have been ſugh haters of Chriſtians asit was) 
to Paul, that he had made haveck of the Church; then; WM! 
ſhall they look upon him whom they have. pierced, towit,; IM! 
they ſhall underſtand rhat all they did agaioft Chriſti- I | 
ans, was againſt Chriſt, for they: were nis.Jzrtle org9;) Ml ! 

2 

h 


then Eſau*3 Mount is ent down,to wit,their.high eſteem) 
of themſelves; and they ſhall mourn everyone inthe ſecret; 
of his heart, ard know It is a grievous fin whatever I 
they did againſt Chriſt's little ones; they ha berter a WW n 
Aulons had been banged about their neck.,, and have: Wl 
been caſt 1:9 the Sea, thus the Lord makes them drunk IF t: 
with is Judgments upon his holy Mountain, even i tt 
when he exalrs his Law, and makes it honourable; I it 
that it hath ſwepr away the refuge of Lies, to wit, then WW ni 
confidence in their own righteouſneſs , wiſdom and I |c 
zeal. And then the Houſe of Faceb is a fire, andthe Ml tht 
H uſe of Eſau as ftublle, to wit, the righteouſneſs of I rel 

-1ca, wherein the Chriſtian dwells, burns upall con- WJ Tt 
fidence in the fleſhly knowing of Chriſt, wherein the I ac 
H. pocrites dwell, utterly, that the Soul fo converted, MI liet 
ab:.ors it for ever. Thus the Houſe of Facob poſſeſs 
the 1fount of Eſau, to wit, thus Hypacrites are made 
trne Chriſtians , and live by Faith in Chriſt with al 
true Believers. 


_—_— 
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Chap. 1.J'N this Chapter is held forth a ſtrangadil- 
| ob<dience of the Prophet ; wherevy '$ 
oo  1arimat*% 
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Difficult Texts tn Jonah. 647 
intimated 3 what Self-love is in the beſt, and how 
much man 1s bent to avoid trouble and diſdain, and 
to live in peace and pleaſure ; but a more miraculons 
work, that God brings forth by the Infidelity of Fo- 


wh even the converſion of the Mariners ; for when 


they had wakened Forah out of ſleep, God wakened 
him out of fecurity, and made him preach to the 
Mariners what a God the God of the Hebrcws was, 
ad how-ſtnful he was ; whereby they were abſolate- 
converted. to fear and believe him, and to know 
he was the only true God, and to worſhip him, which 
made them raw ſore to bring the Ship to Land to 
fave Zonah, becauſe he had made known to them the 
tre God. And when he had made known to ther, 
that the Sea would not be calm till he was thrown in, 
ard perſwaded them to throw him in, for it was the 
will of God, to which bath be and they muſt be fib- 
kt; fot. it 1s: manifeſt that: he preached much to 
them, which is not expreſt ; then they prayed ear- 
zeſtly' that his Blood might not be imputed to them. 
Therude practice of Seamenand Heathens was gone; 
ad they are found truly afraid of Sin, praying, be- 
leving and honouring Gcd. 

Then is declared Gods wonderful preferyation of 
fmah, by agreat Fiſh that ſwallowed him, and kept 
tim alive three days and three nights in the Fiſhes 
telly, which our Saviour ſhews, was a Figure of his 
teing in the Grave fo long, and therefore is a Figure, 
tat man by being caſt into death, to wit, under the 
judgment of God becauſe of Sin, is kept alive, to 
vitfved from eternal death ; and how when he is 
under that Judgment, he is in Hell, to wit, under 
the wrath of God becauſe of Sin. 

Cap. 2, And then he confeſleth his Sin, and prays 
to the Lord, as this ſecond Chapter declares; 

Was _ virerchy 


648 An Expoſition of the-- 
whereby 1s ſignified, hence ariſes all true Prayer to 
God, when man is in affliction, that gives him either 
ſound words, or deep ſighs to God, which is ofmore 
force with God than words; for if they be but ſighs, 
they make our, Firſt, the righteous Judgments of 
God upon them, as Fenah here ſays, Out of the Bilb 
of h.ll cried I, all thy ſurges and all thy waves paſſed 
over me, XC. wy 
Secondly, The Mercies of God , Thou. beardit WC 
2:6, thiu broughteſt up my Life from the pit ; my Prayer ft 
came unto thee into thy holy Temple. | lf 
Thirdly, Mans great Confeſſion of all his finful-W vi 
meſs; They that follow after lying vanitits fo-fike their 
own Mercy. | > by | 
Fourthly, The Sacrifice of every true Chriſtiah, 
which 1s only Self-denial ; attributing all unto God; 
briefly concluding, Salvation #5 of the Lord.-/ ++ 
And laſtly, When man is brought to- that, how 
quickly the Lord commands deliverance to him, to 
bring him from under his wrath, and bring - himto 
the li>iit of Life , to wit, wipes all tears from his 
eyes, eitabliſheth his feet, 'and ordereth all his g0- 
Ings. uot 
C-4p.3. This contains 70nah's Preaching, and Ni- 
nivel's Repenting; whereby is figured only ho 
mightily the Word of God prevails even with Hes 
thens, when God works with it in the heart as by 
 Foſeph*s interpreting of Pharaoh's Dreams, the King 


and all his Nobles choſe him willingly to rule over 21 ; 
the Land, andlearned true wiſdom at him. P 
Chap.'4. Tais treateth only of the Mercifulneſs of b 
God, and ſheweth by a Gourd, that man judgeth- af / 
ter outward appearance, therefore he is ſometime} | 
merciful, and {ometimes void of compaſſion; but « 
I 


God changeth not ; but eyen his Judgments are exe 
5; OE | pied 


Difficult -Terts:it Micah. 649 
ted in great Mercy,that the Pleſh may be crucified, 
er W:2d the worldly Mind mortified”, and the Soul faved. 
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of M £4p. 1. He Prophet ſpeaketh to all the Earth, 
WM /#ſe2. KL ant all that 1s therein, to wit, the earth- 

(4 mind and affeftions of man'; for that is ir agairiſt 
11M which 21} the preaching of the Word is; therefore 
ir he takes God to witneſs, ever the Lord from his holy 

WI 7enpie, tro wit, thar he ſpeaks nothing but 'whar: he 
ah recer red Ren ood. - cb nr nts 
1: 7/3. Here'is the Teftimony; The | Loid will 
«WW rome down, to wit,” appear in -Chriſt, and tread ujo'r 
the high Places of the earth, to wit, pull down all 
provd thoughts of rhe heart of 'man, and bring them 
matoſubjection nnto the obedience of Jeſus. 

Perſe 4. And the Mountains ſhall melt, and the val- 
yi cleave as wax before the fire, to wit, whatever is 
of man ſhall.be confounded ard utterly deſtroyed. 

' Verſe 5. And becauſe their Worſhip both at Sama- 
mend Feruſalem, is nothing but hypocrifie, there- 
fore he will deſtroy that as a heap of Rubbiſh, which 
is500d for nothing;rhen will he make it for the planting 
if 4 vineyard, to wit, when the Lord hath caſt{down 
al mens pride of their conceited holineſs, he will 
plant them into Jeſus; the true Vine, that they may - 
bring forth true righteouſneſs. Ad th: $:0:105 there- 
sf ſoall tumble down into the vallry, to wit ,, their hard 
bearts ſhall be humbled; and / will diſtover he forn- 
ation thercof,, to wit ,, their Hypecrific, which cor- 
ropts all Religion, | 


Fey /e 
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659 An Cxpolition of the 
Verſe 6. By graven Images and Idols, underftauih 
mans own wiſdom and righteouſneſs ; and by Gif 
underſtand mans eſteem of them ; by the burning a 
aeſtroying of them all,underſtand, bringing man toth 
ſightof his fin and hypocrifie, that he abhor himſe 
and all his own ways" before the Lord, as Job did 
And the reaſon 1s becauſe their hearts were hypocrihþ 
tical, ptetending to love the Lord, when they loved 
their own profits or pleaſures, as a Harlot-pretene 
to love her Husband,, when ſhe loves. others, ther 
fore ſhall they have the wages of a4 Harlat, to wit, to 
be rejected of all in the end. ta 
yerſe 7, 8. This is cauſe of ſorrow to all the true 
Servants of God, that any Hypocriſie be foundin 
them that profeſs the true worſhip of God, there- 
fore he-mourns greatly; that his fin and the puniſh-M 
ment of it, was come even to Feruſalevs, and paſſed 
from Cuty to City over all the Land, as Paul writ to al 
the Churches, reproving them for harkening ito the 
falſe Prophets, and revolting from the Truth;.a 
the Divine did alſo to his ſeven Churches. = | 
Coap. 2. Verſe 1. Here he reproves their Religion, Wb 
for that their hearts were not purified, but were in « 
venting covetous devices on their Beds, and prattiſing W © 
few 0n the day. Therefore he ſhews that heir puniſh- i 0 
ment ſhall be alike. | 
Verſe 2. He will pluck them dows, and all their pride, © 
rill they ſay, webe utterly waſted, to wit, till they fee I * 
their own {infulneſs; and, 1 
V of 3. Confeſs that there is no goodneſs 6n them at 
all, for this is the end of the true Miniſtry to bring I 
man to perfect ſ{elt-denial ; and, | 
Verſe 4. To hunger after their own portion, even the 
£iftof Gods free Grace. mW 
Perſe 5. For Hypocrites have no portion wich " 
| (C 


Pifiaut: Trxtgty Micah. 555 


tancple of God; ithey cannot endure the Miniſtsy af 


«* 


Gif Ic Goſpel, Wig: 3s the trie Phaphecy, IVE PCT 
0 ark #erſe 6. 
Q[l 


'herefore they-ſhall;not_preack, Mercy 
dikem, but, Judgment ;-tor they ace (not; Aſhamed 
{ their ſins, therefore Mercy belongs not te thtm, 
Ferſe 7: Here he:asks if the'. Lords band bedfbort- 
cri «A his Word be-not the £211pdation of alvpright 
dll. Fer ſe 8. The Lord complains, that bis People, to 
r&-Shit, Profeſſors of his worſhip, are 7iſen up a5 an eng- 
tolfiy, £0 wit ſand in eamity agatnt the power of the 
Word; for they. thas haven form. of Godlineſs, re- 
refit the power of the Truth. .T key [er  themſerves 
inMebly ag 21nſt my ſervants that are given to, prarey ard 
re-Mitde from thews both coat and clo:th., to Wi , accute 
h-Mitem chat they are Hereticks, and preach licemions 
eqDoctrine. "NE 
Ul /erſe g. By: Warmer , underſtand true Bohievers , 
e MW that are tiuigtul ia aÞ good works ; they, to wit, hy- 
$M pocritical Miniſters , caſ# them our of their pleaſant 
uſes, to. wit,” Preach not to them the freenefs of 
Gods Graco, and the life of Faith, which their fouls 
celight in, but man's works and wiſdom ; and fo they 
c& ut their fruits, that they ſhould be true righte- 
onſneſs, but Hereſie and Schuman. 

Verſe 10. Here he exhorteth them either to leave 
WI oi this formal Profeſſion wherein they reſt, to wir, 
ve ſetled; cr elſe they will be witerly deſbroyed, to 
mt, wholly confounded. i the day of Gods pomer. 

Verſe 11. Here beſhews what manner of Prophets 
they chuſe, even one very. zealous, under a falſe ſhaw 
of Religion: preaching ſtrong, and pteaſing things to 
mans deſuded mind. 

Verfe 12. Here he turns to preach: the Lord Feſus, 
Fo ſhall gather all his Peqgle together out of all Nati- 
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nſe 
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-Atn Gppolition of: the | 


ons. for he is the breaker-up , and*by' him ehiy-ba 
broken up all the' mays: of vatity and'folly, and paſ 
'through' the gate, 'to witz of truth and Mercy, and 
.their. King Jeſus goes before them, and the Lordi 
with him. WELE IOTINL 72 Þ 
Chap. 3. By Heads of Facob, and Princes of \Iſrue 
. underſtand the ſtricteſt Profeſſors: of the Worſhip 
God ; for as our Saviour ever teſtified againſt them 
- do all Miniſters of. the Truth,* and complain 
'0 em Goo | | et) 

Verſe 2. That they regard' not to judge betwixt th 
which 1s of man, and that which i of God; but hats 
the: free Mercies of God, and love their own ze: 
and holineſs; -_ ©: 2 

Verſe ;.And thetein perſecute the People of God 
to tearing their shin and fleſh off them, and breaking « 
their bones. | 

Verſe 4. Therefore when affiittzon comes upon them 
by" ſhall cry untothe Lord, but he will not regardtha 
at all. | | 

Verſe 5. Here de deſcribeth falſe Prophets by fall 
Doctrine 5, they cauſe People to err, and by their geeed 
Covetouſneſs. | 

Verſe 6. Here be ſheweth what the power of Gody 
ſhall be upon them, even to make them know that {| 
their Doctrine is falſe, and that it is not the truth ol 
God, it is notof Jeſus the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 4 5; 
| hath not ſhined upon them.. | 

Perſe 7. They are Children of Night and Dark { 
neſs, that they may all.be aſhamed and confounded; Vf 6 
cauſe they have received no viſion of Ged. | 

Verſe 8. Here he declares the truth and power ol | 
his Prophecy, to preach the righteouſneſs of God j 
whereby all the ſins of men, even of 1/rael, as well 
as of Heathens, are declared :; Voſ 
| gle 
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rl /erſe 9. And Rulers are made to know that they 
oſeWpiect Equity. © re” JR Fe 
andy /7/e 10. And the Prophets , that they ſet 'up a 
dihicch C which they count Zo, even the Church 
1M God )) with bloody wicked Perſecuters. | 
Verſe 11. And'that Rulers, Prieſts and Prophets per- 
jm no ſervice but for Money, and yet glory to be 
leſervants of God, and hope that no evil ſhall come 
yo! them,” 5 
/erſe 12. Buthe concludeth, ſeeing all are wicked, 
nai Judgment of, God ſhall be upon all to che turning 
all upſide down, that they may ſeek unto the Lordin 
cali d:freſs. | 
Coop, 4. Verſe.1. The laſt days are the days when 
Chriſt is revealed in the Soul ( as I have before de- 
ared ; ) and the Jonntain of the Lords Honſe, 1s 
te free Grace of God in Chriſt; other Mountains 
ad Hills are mans confidence in his own righteouſ- 
x6, wiſdom, zeal, &c. And by People, is meant all 
theElect'of God out of all the Coaſts of the world ; 
1Y for by the revealing of Chriſt in them , their wiſdom 
6 fooliſhneſs , theit righteouſneſs as a menſtruous 
W coth, their zeal blind without knowledge, but the 
I free grace of God is all in all unto them ; they 
JJ (cave to that, and deny, yea abhor all other things 
'Y that they bave before eſteemed any way available to 
Fl vation. | 
Verſe 2: This Verſe ſhews what a fervent deſire 
(nverted Souls have to the grace of God, and what 
fiimconfidence they, have in his Mercies that he wit 
teach them, wherein is implied that before they were 
taught by men, but that teaching did not bring them 
Into the ways of God ; and further there is their re- 
ſolition , to fand fedfaft in his paths. And the rea- 


ſin is rendred, becauſe the Zaw o/* the Lord goes hag 
"x | = 


Ae 
20 


I» 
w 


1 C 


. Peace with all ; 


6&4 . Alt Expotittort of the- 


of Fin, fowit, the Church of God, and the Wird di 
the Lord from Fernſelem, to Wit., the new Feruſal 
that comes roms bove, to wit, the gr Eat love of G0 
ro wan, which ſignifies the Law is a Law bf L 
and Mercy, whereby Chriſtians are drawn ints unur 
with God, 

Vaſe 3. (This ſhews the converſion of ftiany Peo 
pec divers Nations, and that Converts ceaſe fron 
all contention, and live in peace and love, andirt 


Yerſe 4. So that no Enemies ſhall trouble ther: 
for though they ſuffer death withour' atiy Cauſe, bur 
for the. Truth of God ; 

Verſes. They quietly yield, and love arid Diray 
for FO k, Enemies. 

Fetſe 6. Here he ſhews who they are who thi 
Lord thus converts. 

Firſt, They halt, that i is, tliey arc fenfible of tlieit 
Own weaknels: to dg the will. Q God. | 


Secondly, They are crft out, £9 wit, all ortict Pr pe 
feflors of Religion count them Hereticks. of 


Thirdly, The Lordhath affifted cher , tOWit , by , 
his gp againiſt.in. | 
Verſe 5. Here heſhews, that more their -fiatio 
bach, been, more hall their comforts be from the yi 
Lor th 
Terſe 8. By T awer of the ſock, undetſtand the i 
free grace of God, which Faid before, was ſignified Wy 
by the Lords 1cutain: for the exalting & God is4 
ftrong Tower of Defence to his Peopie; and by Zia 
and Feruſalem,. is: meant the Church and People of th 
God; for they are gvided and governed by his grace, to 
whichtezches them. to deny all ungodlineſs and to lit 
rightcoufly, ſobcrly and. kelily in the mia(t of 4 Frooked 
and perverſe generatitn; 
verſe 
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/aſtg. Here is an enquiry made into the ſtate of 


it, they have none to defend them from the power 
7 $3tan and Sin, nor wiſdom to guide them in the 
W::;sof God, therefore ſorrow is come upon them ſud- 
ly, by the Lords Judgment laid upon them becauſe 
i (10. | 
Verſe 10. So that ſhe 15 caſt out of the City, to wit, 
1 it of the Society. of all that live at peace in.their 
- Win conceited righteouſneſs ; ſhe dwells in the field, 
 Mpwit, open to all encmies ; ſhe ſhall go into Babel, 
Monit, ſhe ſhall know that Satan hath taken her cap- 
tre; but thenwill the Lord redcem and deliver hr. 
rerſe 11. Here he ſhews that all Profeſſors of. Re- 
ligion arzſe and lift up themſelves againſt Zion; their 
qe looks porn her, to wit, they envy, the People of 
. Mod; Bur ſo much more will the Lord comfort them; 
Miter know not the thoughts of God. | 
Verſe 12.For whom he cha#liſeth, he loveth , whom he 
ot, he honoureth ;, it is for their eternal happi- 
 Witls. 
Verſe 13. By Ariſe, threſh, underſtand, praiſe the 
lord, ſhew the People of his doings, make known 
; Wis great Love to Sinners; for thats chy horns mhere- 
WNthon art exalted, and thy hoof whereby thou treadeſt all 
lly Enemies under thy feet ;, for the love of God ſub- 


eyes, and conſecrated unto the Lord, to give hit 
Iraſes with all their heart and ſoul for ever; this 1s 
lie true conſecrating of their riches and ſubſtance 
bathe Lord. _ | & To 
Chap. 5- By Daughter of Garriſons, underſtand 
thpocrifie, which he calls fo, becauſe there is = 
| pocrifie 
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hls afflicted for fin, as a People that have neither 
ing to govern them, nor Conncellor to adviſe them, to 


weth the Iuſts of the Fleſh, and by it only are peq-_ 
Me broken in pieces, to wit, confounded in them- - 


- Sw 
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pocfifie .in fo many, Forms of Religion, and eyer 
one hath ſuch multitudes of hypocrites in it; He hat 
laid (iege againſt us, whois this ? It i$ even theLord: 
for he propheſies concerning Jeſus , and the Lord by jor 
revealing Jeſus, compaſſes the Hypocrite, to deſtroy M / 
his Hypocriſie; as: Paul was compaſſed with a Licht 
brighter than the Sun; yet Hypocrites are ſo ſtrong, 1: 
tharthey ſmote the Lord Jeſus, even to death ; {fo Mut 
great a matter it.js.to bring a ſtrong Profeſſor to the Min 
Truth, *that firſt Jeſus muſt die, that by his death Mop 
and reſurrection all Hypocrifie may be deſtroyed,and MI / 
the Hypocrite brought to the Truth by fellowſhip in {M01 
his death}, and vertue of his ref{urrection. / 
Verſe 2. fere"is Bethlehem Eplirata, that gives a Mila 
- beginning to him that had neither beginning xor end- Ma 
ing; for h:s goings forth are from everlaſting , yet was Mſ 
he bor there ;, though he was the Lamb ſlain from the ll | 
fonnd..tion of the world, and was, and ever will be Mil 
preſent with his people. ONE: 7 
Verſe.z. Here he ſhews that the Lotd gives yp all 
people, to wit, Jets the unrighteous be unrighteow ſtill, MW? 
till the Church which muſt bear them, ſhall travail; Ys! 
to wit,. every, (inner ſhall be brought to wo ſuddenly, WM / 
as Travail comes upon 4 woman with child; thenwill Wil 
the Lord work wonders , the dead ſhall be raiſed ," the MW") 
blind ſhall ſee, &c. to wit, all that travail under any WM. 
affliction for ſin, ſhaltbe comforted, even converted Wk 
and filPd with joy, WE 
Verſe 4. Here he ſhews that. Believers ſhall be kept Wi 
by Jeſus, who 75 the power and wiſdom of Ged unte ſalva- WW" 
t;0n, and they ſhail magnijie him for ever, and truſt 'n0 Wii 
more #n the Armof fieſh,-10' wit, the wiſdom and pow- 
i. dari | 
Verſe 5. Here he ſays, Chriſt ſhall be our peace ;, but 
that ſhaH be notempoyal peace ; for he gtvesno fuch 
IN peace ! 


wace: therefore by Aſhur coming into our Land, un- 
trſtand Satan with his temptations, fleſhly laſts,and 
morldly concerns, towithdraw us from God ; then 
x: ſhall raiſe againſt him ſeven Shepherds, to wit, the 
{rit of Jeſus our Shepherd, who is, alſo called the 
kuen Spirits of God, for ſeven ſignifies no determi- 
we number , but perfection of it ; and by eight 
mncipal men , underſtand the grace 'of God with its 
operations, to caſt out Satan and his ſubtleties. 

crſe 6. And thele ſhall overcome Satan by the 
nord of Truth, the {word of the Spirit. _ 
aſe 7. How plainly doth the Prophet here ſhew, 
tat this is ſpoken of the. Converts of Jeſus in all 


ſelus. 


ruderh down, and teareth in pieces, and none can dels- 
*, to wit, they ſhall give tach full clear teſtimony 
zanſt all power, wiſdom and righteouſneſs of man 
$none can' withſtand. 


Ferſe 9, For though they be not converted by'it;- 


thall be a witneſs 2gainſt them for 'ever of their 
kkecting the grace of God to their condemnation. 


Verſe 10. Here he ſhews the great work of God in | 


lie heart. of man, to eſtabliſh his Soul to tive only 
lj Faith , whereby God purifieth mans heart; thar 
Iefly not from God as with Horſes and Chariots, nOr 
"vp to any Security , as by living in Cities or ftrong 
ds. 

Verſe 11, 12. Nor uſe any cunning craftineſs, as 
Echarters and Soothſayers do ; nor worſhip any Idols or 
faven Images, the work. of their own hands. 

Verſe 18. Yea the Lord will pluck, up all his Groves, 


Mir, places of worſhip, that he wor foip God nenther . 
| __ _ 


W.1 
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tions, that only truſt in the grace of God through. 


Verſe $, Here he ſheweth that Believers ſhall he ' 
mong- unbelievers as 4 Lion or Lions whelp , which 
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neſ. | 


at Jeruſalem, or in the Mount of Samaria, but :n /vi- Ys 
rit and truth, prada } 

Verſe 14. So will the Lord deſtroy all his enemies, WM. 
evenall fin, hypocriſte and idolatry out of the heart Wiz 
of man, which is his own Land. = * 

Verſe 15. And thus alſo will God execute a verge- Ml | 
ance upon the Heathen in his wrath and indignation , Wi 
which they have not heard of, to wit, he will convert Hy 
them by a way that no man hath taught them; for Wir 
man teaches tq obey the Law; to repent of Sin, and MW 1 
believe in Chriſt, that they may pleaſe God, and My: 
obtain everlaſting life ; but God diſcovers mans car- Wir: 
nal mind, that cannot obey a ſpiritual Law, and W. 
mans impenitent and unbelieving heart, and fo, that Wit 
he can do nothing that is good, and: brings him into My! 
condemnation, and death the wages of. ſin , then 
gives he hima penitent heart, anda lively faith, and Wy; 
by. Jeſus quickens him that's dead in fin, heals him Myr 
whom he hath wounded, and fills his Soul with jy 
aud peace in believing. Fhus God ſhews his wrat 
againſt ſin, but in wrath remembers mercy, and faves 
the-hanesr..-.---.-- - "P iy 

 Caap. 6..Yerſe 1, Here the Prophet wiſhes all-peo- ſk; 
ple to hear, what the Lord hath commanded him toF x, 
do, even: to ariſe. and contend againſt the Mountain! ik 
and Hills, to wit, mans high thoughts and haughty Mirc 
imaginations. of his own wiſdom and righteouF 


By Mountains, underſtand the ſame ; and by mighty 
foundations of the earth, underſtand, the earthly foun- 
dations that man builds the hopes of his Salvation i 
u20n, which he eſteems mighty and firms while he 
zcjects the Corner-ſtone that God hath laid in Z0, Wii 
even.inthe hearts of all that believe in him ;, therefore Wye 
tb; Lord hath aquarrel with Tfrael, even with all that Witty 

_— - 5 profels 
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gofoſs to ibe. his People, and believe hot In his 
Sch i le io fgnt:- NNE. | 
Verſe 3. Thetefore he asks what is the-Cauſe ? and 
xtifies his Mercy in delivering ther out of Exype, * 

tat great Figote of redemprion front Satan and Sin. 

WM Verſe 4. And from all the Devices of Balak, by 

Wk counlet of : Balan, againſt chem, that Figure of 

 Miypocrites; that firſt curſe: Gods people, bur God 

ins the Curſe into: a Bleſſing. © | | 

Verſe 5.- And then allure them by beautifub Forms 

f Religion, as 2£0ab did-by theit beaurifut Daugh- 

bs + FOG 0707) liv OT; ion DN 15 at 

Verſe 6,32-5T he Prophet ſeweth how the Lord re- 

rail Sucrafices that:msn'can offer to pleaſe God 

with! HOES 2198595. 238 
Ferſe 8. Here he ſheweth what the Lord requiretlt 

«man ;- 70:do;gut{y;notonly ih his dealings aponpſt 

tn, but alfo berween Gogdand his Soul,-to wit; that 

k condemn all that is of mans power and wiſdom, 

ad cleave ro that whictriset (Gods free Grace. 

Secondly, T hat he love: Fferey, tOwit 5 that he be 

terciful to the poor, as he hath Teceived-or expects' 

ecy froneGbd: © 10000 04 Hott i he 

Laſtly, T# wth Drnbly:'wih 0d; to wit} that all 

Religion De only infelf-Ueftzal;- and humble pray- 

igto God out of neceſſity, :.and praifmg/ kim conti- 


Wall K 
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Verſe g. By crying to the City, underſtand, to all 


ty kople, for his word belongs to all the world. By' 
0 Wn of wiſdom, underſtard;>the: Believer, to whom 


town wiſdom 1s become fooliſhneſs, and Chriſt is 
de his wiſdom ; for tie only fees the Name of God, 
Init, receives his Mercy; and lives in it; and he 
i; thi Rod, to: wit, .obeys and ſuffers correction, 
ne the Lord batit fo appointed; "2 3 

| ; XX 2 Verſe 


ws, 


85 "m4 
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Ver fs-10, to the end. In all the reſtof:theC 10.4 | 
ter he ſhews what all unbelievers do, how unjuſt, cry 
el and, Geceitful they are; and; then declares 
the Judgments of God upon them,, becauſe. they fold 
low the Statutes of Omri and: Abab, to wit, Idolat 
and ungodly praftifes. «i; 1 ont ua 

- Chap.n Ferſe 1. The Prophet brings in the Chure 
complaining, Firft, How.few Believers or trne Chri 
ſtiansare; even as gatherings after the baruef or vin 
rage be enced,or Olives ſhaken; & here ſhe ſhews thatiſhe 
deſired th: firſt ripe fruit, even. the free Mercies of Gac 
promiſed to Adam ; to wit, that the Seed of the woman 
even Chriſt, ſhould :break: the Serpents bead, even'de 
itroy all the workings of:;Satan-:jin. her,: and work #1 
_ work, even make her a true Spouſe to him 
; 7 | I H A 


Verſe 2, 3, 4+. Second1y,She:complains.how blood 


minded ,: treacherous; covetous, and violent other 
are in their natural ſtatecn 3 i 3 ow ! 7H 
Verſe 5,6, -Thitdly, He ;adviſeth-that. there isnc 
traſtivg of Friend, or-Wife,.'.Spmor Daughter, or 
any of-a mays own Family. ' r 01 
Verſe 5. Hence ſhe concludes, ſhe will.only look, unt! 
God, and wait upon her\Savienr, for he-wilt hear her. 
Verſe 8.. By Enemy ef the.Church, ſtill underſtand 
the Hypocrite ; for he hath more hatred: againſt the 
Church than Heathens. By /it in darkneſs, under 
ſtand; know.and - acknowledge my folly;and weak 
neſs. a 2-7 en + {2 he þ 
Ver. 1c." y her Enemy heing troden down as mire in the 
freets, underitand , all her wiſdom diſcoyered to be 
fooliſhneſs, and her righteouſneſs as filthy as dung 
and her zeal without knowledge, and her knowledge 
pufiing up her heart with pride, and her heart deceit 
ful above all things, and infinitely wicked, and ſha 
altogether 
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Me ſegether "Flue and become abominable jn all 
by the righteous Judgment of God jn his 


her doings, 
Law. L | 
Verſe 11. Here he ſhews, that when ſhe is ſo caft 
(own in her ſelf, ſhe ſhall be builc up in Chriſt , and 
he Decree, t0-wit, her condemnation for fin by the 
Law, ſhall be clear taken «way, and ſhe ſhall be receiucd 
0 METCY. \ WY. = "2 3 
Fre 12. By this Verſe is ſenified that men of all 
Nations and all States ſhall be converted unto the 
faith. | 7. | 
Verſe 13. Here he ſhews that ſtill the Converts 
hall find deſolation in themſelves, and their own 
hrentions to be'evil. 1 
Verſe 14. Hence the Prophet prays the Lord ſtill 
eſtabliſh his people by judgment, and guide and 
(rect them by the rod of his power, as he hath always 
(ne of old, that they may live ſolitary, to. wit, (e- 
prate from'ell the ways of men. | 
Verſe 15. Here. he ſheweth that the preaching of 
te Work of God is like unto the Redempt 507 of Uracl | 
BERRIES... AT 
"2 /7/e 16. Here he figureth, that all People that 
e converted, arepur to filence, to wit, aſtoniſhr, - 
lat they cannat tell what to ſay, they Know the 

"ork is wrought, but by. ſuch a way as they never 
apeCted ; they are deaf,, to wit, they will, not hear 
em, rhat in their wiſdom. would perſirade them 
itherwiſe. py | 
FVerfe 195 .- They ſhall lick the duſt like a Serpent, to- 
Wit, they ſhall know rhat "they have bcen led by Sa- 
an that old Serpent, to live in earthly mindedneſs, 
Wd to crawl yp and down in earthly ways for food, 
warms, bat now they are brought to the fear of 
| Xx 2 Verſe 
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Verſe 18, 19, 20. For they now. knop him, that 
there 1s pone like kim, he paxdontth ſin, pie he from 
anger, and aclights to fhew mercy, and to ſubdue ſing 
for ever, as to Abraham of old, 51 


3 
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Ehap. 1.7F He prophet declaring Gods- Judgments ſ: 
Verſe 2. * againſt Nineweb, the great City , hereby I * 
is figured the execution of his wcath againſt ſinners; bi 
. for he viſiteth them barply, to deſtroy all the foun-M} it 
dations of Sin , ang of falſe peace in their. heaxts, 
that they may be ſoung in the Faith, and hate Sin for Ft 
Ever. 2» 2 | BY 
Verſe 3. Here he declares that he is to his own If © 
people flow to anger, yet will not ſuffer any Sintg 
abide in them z therafory in rooting out of Sinin his Yilt 
people, hes great and terrible, as in whirkwinds, flarm, © 
and twmpeſt, _ Ak: Wk 
Verſe .4. By Sea, underſtand the bottomleſs depth 6! 
of iniquity in mans heart. By Baſan, and other Mott: 
tains and Hills, the Earth, and the Werld, &c. undet-l ? 
ſtand the high and haughty thoughts ariſing from his Þ ' 
earthly Riches, 'and -worldly Henonr, all which he be 
will deſtroy in his people , that they may glory 0 
nothing but. in the Lord executing his Judgments Þ 
faithfully agaioſt ſin, avd | | N 
Verſe 7. Shewing abundant mucy to thoſe that ſuh- 


mit under his Judgments. p* 


= 


HY kmeſs. 
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| Verſe $. He amplifieth his Judgments , that he 


vil utterly cut off all that ſet themſelves againſt him, hi 
pays and ſervants. | 

Verſe 10. For he will be unto thett as Fire to 4 
heap of Thorns, cr as puniſhment to one taken 11 his drun- 


Verſe 11. There cometh one out of te: thit magin- 


mh evil againſt the Lord; By this underſtand a Hypo- 


cite that comes out of finful Nature , but makes 
anpm4ng of worſhipping Ged, but his heart 15 
not 10. 

Verſe 12. Here the Lord comforteth his Church; 
that though Hypocrires be quiet and many, yet they 
ſhall be cut off; that is, though they ſecm to intend 
thee no harm, truſt them nor, I will not ſpare them 
Og [ have aſllicted thee, it was for thy bene- 
C, | 
Verſe 13. Thou ſhalt be afflicted no more; for 7 
mil even now break his yoke and bonds from off thee ;; 
towit, as I have afflifted thee, ſo 1 will now com- 
fort thee, looſing the bonds of Satan and Sin. 

Veyſt 1g. Here ie ſpeaketh to the Hypocrite, that 
ite will deſtroy Hypocriſte, the Name of it ſhall be 
utterly aboliſht ; he will deſtroy all Images out of 
ter place of Worſhip, ſu ſhall it be buriedas ina 
fave, becauſe itis vile. 

Verſe 15. And then thou ſhalt hear one puvliſhing 
Peace upon the Mountains :;, to wit, pardon of fin by 
iree Grace, which is Gods Mountain; therefore naw 
terp thy folemn Feaſts, to wit, rejoyce and be gzd 
tor God hath ſeparated thee from all wickedneſs, to 
be to himſelf faithful and true, and to praiſe his 
Name for ever. 

Chap. 2.Ferſe. 1. Here he derideth Nineveb, bid- 
ding her uſe alt means of Defence, when he meang 
AX 4 that 
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That all was In vain; as Iſaiah bids Hypocrites and 


Idolaters bring forth th:ir ſtrong Reaſons and their flropg 
Gods, if. any could kill and make alive, or comfort the af- 
fliefed in heart ;, fo here he ſhews that his Judgments 
ſpare not Hypocrites and 1dolaters ; for he bath de+ 
ſtroyed all the Glory of Fud1h and Iſrael, for they gloried 
na thing of vqugkt, and fo dg all that glory in any 
thing but the Lord and his free Grace ; his Judg- 
ments empty them of all of their vine-branches, to 
wit,*their fruitfulneſs; they ſhield,cven their ſtrength, 
though their valiant m[nwa'k.in ſcarlet, glorying in their 
walour,and thur Chariots are like flames of- fire, ſwift 
 andwolent, the Lords Judgments are ſwifter toover- 
take them, and make their ſtrong men to ſtumble, ank 
open their rivers, and melt their Palaces, and lead their 
Queen into Cajtivity ;, whereby is figured, diſcovering 
their fountains of iniquity , diſſolving all thingy 
wherein they thoyght ta be ſecure and honourable as 
in Palaces, and utterly deſtroying their Hypocrikie, 
which is as a Queen adorned with an outward glory, 


not within, as our Kings Daughter is, even true Re- | 


ligion, the Bride of our King Jeſus ; thus by the de- 
ſtruQion of any great and populous City, the Spt- 
rit of God fignres unto. us the deſtruction of Hypo- 
criſie, which. David calls a City, and ſhews the great 
wickedneſs that js 1n the midſt of it, Pſal. 55. Hence 
by ſhewing the Judgments of God upon it,. ſo great 
are the Judgments of God upon. the Hypocrites, a$ 
is manifeſt by our Saviour's denouncing woes fo ol- 
ten upon the Scribes and Phariſees hypocrites 5, and- a 
he compares their King, Queen and Sons to a Lyn, 
a Lionweſs, and their Whelps , beaſts of prey , fo are 
| hypocrites cruel againſt God?s People ; therefore 
pur Saviour faith, God will bring upon that generation 
of Scrtbes, Phaaiſers, Hypocrites , all the blood of the 
G KESE---..> TIES x — Wome tv rig hteons ; 
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rhe; and ſuch are: all but the People of God in 
1]-Nations ; for all profefs a worſhip, . but they ej- 
her worſhip. Idols, or. the' true. God idolatrouſly'; 
therefore he brings Judgments for their wickednefs 
yon them, that they are deſtroyed ; but the Judg- 
meats of God figured thereby, is not the deftroying 
if them, but of their Hypocriſte, that their Souls 
my be ſaved; therefore by ſpoiling their Sitver , 
ad their Gold, 'and the glory of all their pleaſant veſſels, 
s figured pulling down all that glorious outward 
hewof Religion ; as. 1ſazah faith, God will ſtain the 
vide of all fleſkly Glory, and concluding, rhe woyce of 
iy Meſſengers ſhall be no mere heard, he ſignifieth that 
jien Hypocriſie is pullPd down, and the Hypocrite 
oyerted, he will no more hear thoſe Preachers thay 
k heard and eſteemed highly before. 24 
Chap.'3. Verſe 1. See how this City anſwers to 
Eypocriſte. O bloody City | for in her # fourd all the 
ted of the Saints, full of lics ard robbery, deceit and 
file depart not from her ſtreets, ſaith David. 


s /erſe3, A multitude.ts ſlain, dead bodies are many; 


mat numbers of Martyrs have ſuffered by her tor- 
ments 2 : 42 3TH | 
Verſe 4. By the multitude of the wheredews. of the 


Z 


ell-Favoured Harlot, the Miſtreſs of witckcraft,” ſle 


[beth Nations, (he 1s arrayed in putple and ſcarlt, aeck- 
dnith gold ard precious ſtones, and bath a gold:n Cup 
her hand full of 'abominations and fornications, the 
Rings and all awellers « f the earthy. commit fornications 
rith ber, ſaith the Dime. Who h:th bewitched you ? 
aith Paul. ans 


Perſe 5. Beb:la 1 come upon thee, ſaiththe Lord,and 
nil diſcover thy sþ:;rts, and ſhew unto' all thy filthineſs 
md thy ſham? ;, buy of - me white raiment,. that thou ma: 


i thathed, togt the ſhame of thy Mok. an:ſs do net op- 


? 
* 


pocir, 


-666 An Expolitton of the. - 
pear , ſaith God , to the hypocritical Chyrc 
. - Verſes, 7. I will caſt filth upon thee, and mule x 
wile, and all that look upon thee ſhall flee from the. 
| her Plagues ſhall come upon her un one day, Death, off x 
Mourning, . and Famine; for ſtrong is the Lord thllh,. 
judgeth her, and the K:ngs that committed fornicail 
with her, ſhall lament ſtanding afar off for fear of iſ 
Forments. Fs i | 
Ferſe 8. Art thou better then No ? By this he ſhewM;, 
that as other great Cities have been Hypocrites an 
Idolaters like her, ſo they have ſuffered the like ere, 
Judgmeats, ſo ſhall it fall out with thee. | fﬀ 
Verſe 13. Behold the people with'n thee are won, 
to wit, eaſily led into errors, they delight to haix 
fair qutſide, they are alwayes learning , and neve 
come to the knowledge of the Truth. 
Verſe 1.4. Here he exhorts her to fortific her ſelfall 
ſtrongly as ſhe can, but in deriſfion; for he ſhenl. 
that when ſhe hath fortified her ſelf, | 
Verſe 15. There ſhall the fire devour her, and th. 
Sword cut her off ;, as Faul when he had ſtrengthene 
himſelf with Letters from the High Prieſt, to perk. 
cute the Saints, then was he ſtricken blind, and al. 
| his power gone. | | 
Verſe 17. Thy Prences and Captains are as Gran 
pers in the hedges, in the cold day, when the Sun ariſeth 
they flee away, as our Saviour ſaith, They that recen 
the word as into ftony ground, recerve it with joy, an 
bring forth fruit with glaaneſt of heart ;, theſe ace fan} 
outfide ſhining Hypocrites ; but when the Sun ſhine 
hot upon them, to wit, when perſecution-ariſeth be 
' cauſe of the Word, they fall away, their great flaſt 
ng glory is gone. FM i 
Verſe 18. Thy Shepherds ſleep, to wit, Preachers 
- hypocritical Doctrine, they are dumb dogs, theycary 
BU bark. - _ ; - T1" 
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urc Thy frong men lie down; they ftand boaſting over 
+ «7 lecority, but when trouble comes, they 

Sl... 1 15 | | 

8 Thy people are ſcattered upon the Mountains, even in 

1 yarious forms. of a high Religion ; but-the Peo: 

«of God will have no communion with them. 

/ 08 Herſe 19. There 1s no bealing of thy wounds. The 
Fmocrite will not :become a true fervant of God 
ntout utter) deftroying of that Religion- which he: 
th, that he may begin with Lerd have Mercy wpon 
rfnful ſinner: All that hear the bruit of thee ſhall 
their band ener thee, to wit, +all Gods People will 
zoyce that thau arc. confounded, hoping thou wilt 
whecome a trye Chriſtian $ for on whom hath nor: 

"ol7 malice paſſed continually ? for the more-the cru- 

- Wit of the Hypacrice, the move faichful Miniſter wil 

"*W# i co the Chnrch when he'is conyerted. ' 


_HABAKKUK, 
$6. 1. He Prophet cries (unto the Lord in the 
Wa 2. 4 Name of the Church, or People of God, 
- Wild ſeeing vehatcryelty the Hyporrice or carnal-Pro. 
" Wilor uſeth againſt Gods People , wonder that he 
Wivks not upon it to puniſh the wicked, nar to. help 
WisPeopte. 0 bye i DS 

Verſe 3. He ſheweth,, that it is a ſorrawto him ta 
kthe iniquity 5 'violence and: gontenzian that are 
aſed againſt the Servants of God; L40T 
Me 4+ And that there is no execution of the Law 
| the help. of che» righteous, but- wrong judgment 
Q "eiven, and the gighceovs arg clecumvented: by the 
Picked Verſe 


— 


- 
« 
(4 


—_— . 
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Verſe 5. He calls-the Heathen \to wonder {a} 
ſtrange work of the Lord ; that he: will raiſe \npy} 
Caldeans, 4 furious bitter Nation againſt his own' fe 
ple of. 1ſrael. By a furious People, are the Judgmeiit 
of God againſt his People for ſin., commonly ani 
beſt figured; and it is. a great wonder to men, 

he will deal ſo ſeverely with them whom he owns'fo 
his own people; but Paxlſheweth 'the'reaſon ;firſt 
becauſe every Child whom the Father loveth hechaſtiſeth 
Secondly. To make them ſound :n the Faith.  ': 
Verſe 12.Havingilaid out the fierceneſs of his Judg 
ments by a f#r:ozs Nation, and their mighty prepara: 
tions for war,and their violent proſecution of it, here 
he ſaith, Art not thou of old, O Lord, my God, my hol 
Qae ;, we ſhall not die :, O Lord, thou haſt ordained them 
for judgment, thou haſt-.eſtabiiſh:d then for co refbion,; 
which is, as if he had ſaid, This hath-.been thy way 
_ of old, to powr out ſharp Judgments upon us ; hut 
we ſhall notdie ,. for &-is. to teach us to feel the bur- 


den of our fins, and tocorrett us, that we may turn} 


to thee, and love'thee, and thou wilt fave us. 

' Verſe 13.. Hereby weknow that thou art of purer eye! 
than to behold iniquity ; why holdeſt thou thy tongue when 
' the Hypocrites deſtroythy people ? + 


Verſe 14. And makeſt thy ſervants to be deſtroyed a 


the Fiſhes, or as creeping things that have no ruler to dis 


fend them ? | 7 | 

Verſe 15, Hypocrites catch thy people by cunning in a 
Net, and therein they rejoyce, they rejoyce over thy heri» 
fa e. s ; ' TY _ k 


Verſe 16. And this their cunning to catch thy peo-| 


ple, is their Religion, as it was Paul's Zeal to perſe- 


cute the Church ; and the. more they can perſecute 
and ſlay , the more; holy: and zealous they account 


| _ 


themſelves this is their fat portion. 
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it WM fre 17-:T herefore they craſe not, but rage more and 
1 [C2 uf, DA TS os Ws B ; 
w \ (bap, 2-Ferſe tc The Prophet ſheweth his reſolu- 


ton to' wait-uþon:the Lordi for an Anſwer to. the op- 
4 Yerſe:2.;Þhe:Lord:commandeth:to write the Viſi- 
0;-which 4s: td-preach the'Goſpel ſo. plain,' that he 
tat runneth may! read it;-for though man cannot 
xctive.it yet, the. time will come” when ke: ſhall re- 
RVE It. 5 ih £1035 4 YI. 05 656 
Here: 3. Herti is the reaſon: rendered' why man 
tnfiot receive ity, to wit, becauſe he Lifreth up! him- 
kf; for the ingrafted Word'that is able to-ſave our 
buls, muſt -be received: wit: meeknefs of Spirit , 
ith, Pawl;, and Jeſus ſaith, : Learn of me, for Þ am 
wek, and lowly in heart ,, and the Viſion or Goſpel is, 
Th juſt ſhall lroe by faith; for that pleaſeth God, 
ad purifies the. heart, and works all righteoufneſs, 
ad great Miraeles,. for nothing is .impoſlible to him 
tiat believeth(: +. _ Janet CY; 483 
Jl: /rſe 4. By prond man, underſtand he that is proud 
+  of_ his Religion 5 for: he is drank, but not with Wine, 
1M but-with his own proud Fancies and Conceitsz for 
» WH omen faith, There is wore hope, of a fool thaw ſuch a 
We 5, he bath enlarged his deſire as:hell, to wit, to be 
MW fleemed more religious than any man, as Paxl, to 
utſtrip all his Companions:,. he gathereth' ta him all 
6 10s, to wit, to be of his Religion ; as the Pha- 
«WI ſees compaſiPd Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte. 
Verſe 5. Shall not all theſe, to: wit, Gods People, 
«ride. him that will teach. others Religion whett he 
tath none of his own? | "pens. 5 40,2 
© 'Yr/e 6. Fowlong ſhall thatftand ? He lades him- 
Bf with chick, Clay, towit, a Religion that is but of 


lic Earth, k 
| Verſe 
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Verſe 5,8. Shall not Gods : Judgments : overts] 
thee, and make thee feel them, and awake thee 
of thy ſecurity, and: ſpoif thedthathal deladed « 
thers,. and deſtroyed:Souls with thy:falſe Dodrine; 
every Land and City ? 1240 
Verje g. Ho he. that evoeterh' an duilicoveronſmiſs 
hy ewrhouſe , as beforehe compared the Hypoerit 
to a Drunkard, fo' he campares! hinvhere t6 4'eovt 
tous mans for its 'the Hypocvite tha covetethoWi 
ſet his Neſt on high, to eſcape from all evil ; fork 
thinks thert is ho” way ro efripe. Helf,; and: Dai 
and Judgment, but: by-excecding bigh' Zeat ; fir 
Holineis; and zealcuzReligiors (5: © Vo 
. Virſt 10.. This his Counſel with ba fd ts his #g 
heufe, +0 wit, to his Sbul:; for. ht: is iereived!., auf! 
e/iruFtion to many pevple ;; for he-deceiverth! others; 
tor there is no way'of: fatvation\ſor fouls; nor-ghorj [ 
to houtes;, but by waiting meekly-onthie Lord: | buiiÞ« 
Perſe 11,12. For rhe foie anditimben.of the:houſy bit 
cry wo unto hum that buildeth a Town with” llobatj will 
ereitrrh'a City byiiniquiryz; for this isvhe bitilding'ol 2 if 
bloody and\hyporritical City, even 2 Retigiot fhandoiÞl 
ing in:the-wiſdom-of. man; and novia the powertof if 
God; whoſedivine Power:and Godhefd: are! clearly." 
manifeftedby:ths Creatures: :.0 1 2: 
Verſe 19: Behold tins is determinetbof. God, that Hy 
pooreses taburia ting as in'the very! fire), {0 Zealons are 
they for very vanity ;- {dare they deluded. : 0 
Ferſe 1g. But the earth (to-wit, the Sahitsof God" 
that accountthemſelves poor 'Earth-wertms ) ſhall'be 
fled with the knowledge: of the Glory of the Lord, at thb 
tyarers cover the Sea. 


Verſe 15; But wp 10 him that giveth bis Neighbour 


arink., and'maketh him drunk that he may ſpe his: ſhant,' i 


to wit, that. allureth his Neigbour to a falſe hypo- 
| Eritice} 
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ical Religion , and bringeth him to ſhame, that. 
aWicows not the Lord. Eg , 
SW/irſe 16. Thou glorieſt in thatwhich i thy ſname ; 


ufert_ the Lord will make thee aſhamed of all thy. 


, | 
ſerſe 17. Thecrnelty of Lebanon ; By Lebanon, un-_ 
and bigh and proud thoughts, which make him 

el, or at leaſt unmerciful to the poor ; and this is- 
nMWicadiul Judgment againſt him, that he hath done 

-pMilin.the Land and'City. | 

7 {c 13; es profiteth the Images ? All that a Hy-- 
alcite hath , JS but an [mage or Likeneſs of Religi-, 
, of God, and Chriſt, of Law and Goſpel , he. 
als not the power of God, wherein his Kingdom 
iis ;. it is but a Lie and Deceit. | | 
erſe. 19. Therefore wo to him that truſteth wit ; 
r though it be beautified as with Gold, there iz no. 
ueh 72 it- ; | | 
erſe 20. But the Lord « in holy Temple, to wit, in, 
heart broken for ſin, that believes in bim; let all 
earth keep ſilent before him ;, for tliis, is the Goſpel 
Wilfrom the wiſe and prudent ; none knows it. but. 
k7 that have it, and it is bound vp, and ſealed: 
rel them; for - it is' the. Law and Teſtimony. 
WF God. Bo "OT 
vl C:ip. 3. Verſe 1. By Ignorances , underſtand, be: 
© WE cone knows God, and his Word; and Ways.in 

Witi, bat they which believe in Chriſt ; for zo man 
wreth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the. Sou 
"waleth him ; therefore to pray for Ignorances, is to. 
ny that Chriſt may be revealed in us. 

Verſe 2. O Lord, 1 have heard thy woyce and was 
9d. This is the Law that declares che wrathof 
; Food becauſe of ſin, and makes the ſinner afraid. O 
bord, revive thy work, in the midſt of the Prople, in - 


645 ' "An Expolitiviisf the © _ 


widſt of the years make it known , 1m wrath remmly 
Mercy. Thus is the Goſpel; for to'revive, or quick 
ef, and to make known, and. to remembeg, ercy 
all betongs to Chrilt ; :z the mid}? of the peophey1s, be 
cauſe very few are converted amongſt many ;-1x t 
midſt of years, is, becavſe man muſt be condemned 
for Sin.by the Lak , before he receive Mercy, hj 


Chriſt. 


e 


Verſe 4. God cometh from Teman, the Holy One fr 
Alount Paran, Selch, Theſe Hills were near Mount 
Sin , wherethe Law was given, 'whia powrethout 
Curſe pon all fleſh; therefore the Prophet adds. $ 
lth, as. a Note' of Joy ; .for when he comes fron 
Judgment, he cones to ſhew. Mercy; therefore; hi 
faith,. Hu Glory covereth the Heavens, and the Ear 
z4 full of his praiſe; for when he revealeth Chit I 
man, that js his Glory ;” for by him he maketh mar 
of a Sinner a Son of God, and then. will he praiſehis 
Name for eyer. | ES om 
 Verſe.4. Ard bis Briohineſs was as tbe Light, t 
wit, by Chriſt he gave Life and Eight to his People. 
He .had Horns com(n} out of his Hands; there was theſe. 
hiding of his Power, to wit, that all things that be 
long to falvation are hid from the wiſe of the world 
that nane may-know them but thoſe hjs Babes to whom 
he reveals them by and in Chriſt. a 
Verſe 75, Bifire him went the Peſtslence, to wit, be 
fore Chriſt be revealed to man, theres..nothing in... 
him bur ſin, whercby men infect one another : Ae. 
burning Coals went before his feet, to wit, the hot ul 
dignarion of God againſt Sin revealed by the Law. 
"Perſe 6. H: flood and meaſured the Earth, to wil, 
diſcovered the iniquity of the earthly mind ; Hebr- 


h:1d, and diſſo!ved the Nations, to wit, by diſcover. 


 ingSin, - be makes 2ll Nations to appear ſinful, A 
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f all goodneſs; and the everlaſting mrountasns Were. 
when, and the ancient hills did bew, to wit, the high 
nd haughty thoughts of the heart of man, which 
eanctent, 10 wit, ever f{ince Satan deluded our firſt 
wrents, and-do continue for ever in the wicked, are ' 
byed and broken, to wit, theſe are his ways, and 
wer have been, and ever.fhall be with all his People 
nal Ages. . " ©; TN ps 
Verſe 7. I faw the Tents of Cuſhan in affiattion, and 
th Cu ta3s of the Land of  Midian did tremble, to Wit; 
he men hid their fins, yet God will find them our, 
di& chem, .and make them tremble under his. Judg- 
OV BE Toy PRISON br pe 3 
Verſe 8. Was the Lord diſpleaſed againſt the Rivers? 
ft. By.Revers and Sea, underſtand fin, fl. wing and 
bounding in mans heart. By riding «pin his horſes 
"#4 charzots.. of Salvation, underſtand his power and 
I fry in- Jeſus to deſtroy. fin, . and ſanCtifie the 
Verſe g. Thy Bow was manifeſtly revealed, the Oxths 
We Tribes, a ſure Word, to wit, thy Covenant z 
"the Rainbow is a Sign of, rhe Covenantibetwixr 
Woud and his People ; that are preſerved fromthe 
bod, wherein he hath given his Oath and Promiſe; 
ſme Word ( wherein it is 1mpoſſible that he ſhould 
pil) two immutable things, to aſſure the inheritance 
MW all the Tribes of 7/-ae/., the heirs of Promiſe. 
bou didſt cleave the. Earth with Rivers, 9 wit, thou 
Beſt water to thy People, . or didit refreſh thine in- 
Kricance when it was weary. Eon b5 
Verſe 10. The Mountains faw thee, and fled, t9 
it, every high thought of mans heart was brought 
ito ſubjeCtion. The overfl-wing cf the waters paſſed 
1, to wit, the flowing waves of mans wicked heart, 
«6! away when God appeared in Jeſus, The deep ut- 
| | _ Yy re.. A. 
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Fered bis woyce, and lift up his hands on high, to wit, 
man in deep diſtreſs becauſe of ſin, prays earneſtly 
ro God. 

Verſe 11. The Sun and Moon fto:d ſtill in their habita- 
#:02, to wit, man ceaſed now to attribute any thing 


0 them, but to give light on the earth, for which 


they were ordained ; /t the ſhining of thine Arrows 


. Theywent ;, at theglittering of thy ſpears, to wit, when 


Gods power is made known to man, then he know 
_ the brighteſt cf the Creatures can do him ne 
good. | 

Verſe 12. Thou aidſt march through the Lanamnm 
dignation, thou didſt threſh the heathen in anger, towit 
thon didſt make both thy People 1/-aet and the Hea 


then to know thy indi: nation and anger againlt Sinſj 


and Sinners. | 
Verſe 13. Thou wenteſt forth for the ſalvation of ti 
People, even of thine aneintcd' ( to wit, in the Miki 


ſtry of the Goſpel ;.) thou wonndedſt the head of the 
Flouſe of the wick;d_, thou diſcoveredſt rhe foundationll- 


unto the neck, ( to wit, the Goſpel, which is a ſavout 


of life to erernal life to Believers ; is alſo a fayouliſiſiea 
of death to eternal death to unbelievers; for if maniſn 


feſts that they are'like the barren heath in the wi 


derneſs, which though the Sun ſhine, and Rain fall 


feels no good ; which is cauſe of great wonder all 
terrour to'mar, therefore he adds Selah. 


Verſe 14 Thou didſt ſtrike through with his own ftave 


the heads of his villages, to wit, thou madeſt him know 


that his beſt or higheſt courſe was but a dwelling It 
fin, by thy Judgments, 'which are his portion ; They 
 C to wit, the wicked ) came ont as a whirlwind to devon 
216 ( towit, the Church of God ) their rejoycirg 
ro deſiroythe poor ſecretly. - 
4 


l , 


blat 
Vas « 
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Verſe 15. Thou didſt walk ti the Sea with thy horſes 
mon the heap of great waters to wit, thou madelſt 
town thy power upon the wicked to diſcover their 
peat 101Quity. : 
Perſe 16. Waen Theard ('to wit, my ſins diſcover- 
Wil ) my Belly rrembled, rottenneſs entred into my bones, 
Wiwit, 1 was convinced of my ſinfulneſs, and dri- 
eq into terror by thy Judgments, which brought 
reto reſt in the day of trouble ;- when he cometh r0 
te. people & wit , ſinners, which live in ſecurity 
ad careleſneſs ) he will invade them with his Troops, 
wit, by his power to diſcover iniquity. 
Verſe 15. Although the Fig-ttee ſhall not bloſſoms, &C. 
;wit, although the wicked can do nothing that is 
þod or well pleafing to God ; | 
Verſe 18. Tet I will rejoyte in the Loyd, and joy int 
God of my ſalvation ;, his Grace ſhall fill my heart 
dmouth with his praiſes. | 
WW Verſe 19. The Lord God is my ſtrength ( here is 
il-denial ) he ws! make my feet like Hinds feet (to 
Wit, ro run the ways of his Commandments with 
ezrfalneſs)he will make me to walk upon my high places, 
aniWit, by Faith in Chriſt, filled with joy and com- 
wiltin believing. - 
fall 
"1 ZEPHANIAH. 
g | - We, | 
Wt WH T He Prophet here frgnifieth , that man 
Ih  pleaſeth himſelf, with Riches or Plea- 
7 4s, or Forms of Religion be they hypocritical or 
datrous, or proud Apparel, ot any thing, till 
Yep day, to wit, till he ſhew his Power upon him; 
Þ Txs- Verſe 
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Verſe 2. And bring Judgment upon him for all his 
ways; therefore he will deſtroy all theſe thingsin 
that day. 

Verſe 3. Here he ſignifies,that he will fo confound: 
man for' his wickednels and -Idojatry, that he ſhall 
have no' peace in himſelf, nor comfort in the crea 
tures..:- 

Ferſe 4. Herc he teſtiſieth againſt bis own People, 
that they worſhip him as Baals, and not as Jſs; 
therefore he will cut them off for their idolatry, See 
Hoſea 2. 16. 

Verſe 5,6. As alſo all other Forms of Religion; 
for theren they turn back from the Lord, and do not: 
ſeek and enquire after him. 

F. 7- Here he bids all men be ſ; lent , for its the day of 
tbe Lord's Sacrifice, to wit, when he will viſit man ſc 
for ſin, that every one ſhall be brought to-ſuch a ſight 
of his finful- Nature, that he ſhall come to ſelf-denia 
and offering up himſelf Budy,, Soul and Spirit as : 
holy lixing Sacrifice, acceptable to the Lord. 

Perſe 8, 9. Thus will he bring down the higheſt 
humble the proudeſt, condemn the covetous, bring 
to meeknels the violent.and the deceitfulto- upright 
neſs. 

Verſe 10. That day will bring all to mourning, in 
ſtead of ſeeking riches, in every ſtreet, and upd! 
the hills, to wit, where their minds are lift inco 
ceited holineſs, as Fiſhers, and ather "T radeſme 
even to the lofty: Merchants. 

Ferſe 11. For God will ſearch Feruſalem 4s Wi 
Candles, to diſcover all their bypocriſie, © 

Verſe 12. And bring Tudgment upon them Had at 
ſetled in their own conceired righteouſneſs as Wi ; 
#pon the Lees, who eſteem not of God, either to Fl ,, 
gard the 8000, or to punyh the bad: 7 

TH 


- 
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Verſe 13. Therefore he will deliver them and all 
they have into the hand of their enemies. . 

Verſe 14- Here he ſheweth that the day of the Lord 
Wt h42d: what manner of day is that ? he deſcribes 
t by many terrible expreſſions, but fuch as none can 
kl wat it 1s Hut they upon whom it hath been ; but 
tis it 1s , even when God applies his holy Law to 
nan, taat ſearches heart and reins, and diſcovers fin 
nevery ſecret parc, yea in every thoughr, that man 
ka very mals of Sin, and all his thoughts, words, . 
ad deeds are altogether wicked, and the wages of 
in is Death, and therefo:te he lies under Curſe, and 
Wrath and Condemnation, Oh, what a day of dark- 
es, of gloomy darkneſs is this! when he lies in © 
tis diſtreſs, and ſees no way to eſcape, his Teach- 
s did him obey the Law, and the Law is ſpiritnal, 
nd he carnal, theſe cannot agree, they bid him re- 
rat, he nach an 1impenitent heart, they bid him be- 
leve, he hath an evil heart of unbelief; are they not 
miſerable comforters ? : 

Verſe 15. Is not this a day of deſolation ? 

Verſe 15. Yea this is a day of Alarm againſt the ſtrong 
Cities ( to wit, again his ſtrong Reliyion. whereby 
ie hopes to be preſerved; ) Ard again? the high Tow- 
mr, even againit his high conceirs of Holineſs. 

Verſe 27. And I will bring diſtreſs up:n men, they 
hall walk, as blind men, to wit, they ſhall be ſenſible 
their blindneſs or ignorance of the ways of ,God ; 
teeir Blood ſhall be pow7ed out as duſt , and their Fleſb as 
wif 2 £0 wir, they ſhall be willing. to ſuffer inthe bo- 
5 whatever God pleaſcth, ſeeking only the falvation 
a0" their Souls, knowing that fleſh and blood mult 
wild Ot innerit the Ringdom of God. | 
rd ,'*r/e 18. Neither their Siiver nor their Gold (hall be 
ihle 19 aeliv:r them in the day of Gods wrath, to wit, 

MY 2: they 


Al 
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they ſhall know that nothing can deliver their Souls 
from Hell but only the free Grace of Gad in Jeſus; 
for he hath wholly taken away the firſt Covenant, the 
Covenant of works ; for ali mans works are nothing 
but Hypocrifie, for they proceed from a deceitful 
heart, therefore he hath madea riddance of them all; 
and he hatheſtabliſhed the latter Covenant, the Co- 
venant of Grace, and that ſhall perform all; for it 
proceeds from a faithful Redeemer. 

Chap. 2. Verſe 1. Gathey your ſclves,even gather yuu'0 
Nation not worthy to be beloved. The only way for men 
to gather themſelves to the Lord, is to confeſs them- 
ſelyes a {inful people, not worthy of the leaſt of Gods 
Mercies. | 

Verfe 2. Before the Decree come forth ,, and his fierce 
wrath and anger con:eupon you, and ye be as Chaff that 
paſjeth away, to wit, the Lord hath decreed that they 
that will not ſo gather themſelves, but will confide in 
their own worthineſs,. his wrath and judgment ſhall 
come upon them, and make them know that they 
are as light as Chaff, even lighter and vainer than | 
vanity itſelf. Ts 

Verſe 3. Seek. ye the Lord, &c. Here he exhorts the 
People of God, that have known the Judgments of 
God, which brought them to meekneſs, ro ſtand 
{tediaſt in the righteouſneſs of God,which is by Faith, 
that they may be hid in the day of the Lords wrath; 
for Chriſt is the ſure hiding place that hides from 

Wrath, and brings to Mercy. - 

Verſe 4, Azzab ſhall be forſaken, Akelon deſolate, 
they ſhall drive out Ekron at the noon-day, &C. LO Wil, 
ail Hypocrites and idolaters ſhall find themſelves for- 
ſ\:ken of God, deſolate of all his comforts, drivel 
out from his Mercies, and rooted out from all hopes. 
of ſalvation , when the light of God ſhines ”" 
; TATIL, 
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By, as it ſhone about Paul, brighter than the Shun ax 
Mid-day. | 

vaſes By Inhabitants of the Sea- coa#t, the Nation of 
the Chercthims ,, underſtand Profeſſors of Religion , 
hut dwellers .in a Sea of wickedneſs, which Davis 
alls Floods of ungodly men. By Canaan, the Land of 
te Philiſtims, by attributing Canaan ro be a Land of 
Puliftiws, which was the Land of /ſrael, underſtand 
[rel turned from the Worſhip of God into Idolatry 
Q Yor Hypocrifie: | 

Verſe E. This is a Promiſe of the Goſpel, where- 
bythey that dwell in a Sea of iniquity ſhall become 
« Miniſters of the Grace of God, and Believers , as 

vur Saviour figured himſelf by Shepherd, and his Peo- 

ple by Sheep. 

Verſe 7. This ſhews the ſame, and ſignifies no 0+ 
, ther by that Coaſt, and the Houſes of Askelon , but 
n WM vicked men and Idolaters z and by F«dah, the Peo- 
1 My of God, and how they ſhall be converted by the 
/ 
t 


nitation of God, which is the Miniſtry of the Go- 
J 7], as our Saviour ſhews, ſaying to Fernſalem, Oh 
that thou kneweſt the things that belong to thy peace in 
e I! day of thy viſitation / 
(ll Verſe 8. By Moab and Ammon, underſtand Hypo- 
crites, men profeſling true Religion, as they did that 
. Flich they received from their Father Loe,but living 
. Yi! their natural eſtate, which was Whoredom and 
1 MY [nceſt, therefore always hating and perſecuting the 
People of God. 

Verſe g. Here is ſhewed their Converſion ; there- 
fore by being as Sodom © Gomorrahythe breeding of Net- 
les and Salt-pits, a perpetual d:ſolation, is figured the 
Jadgment of God upon them, whereby he maketh 
them ſee their Sin, and to be ſo exceeding ſinful, 
tat they abhor themſelyes in Sackcloth and Aſhes, as 

Yy 4 | 7h 
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50b did, who before th>ughr his' integrity ſo preat 
that he weuld ſtickto it for ever. Ard by kw fulk 
ſpayling them, underſtand the Minifters of the Go 
pel, which continually caſt dewn al! mans own righ: 
teouſneſs. And by the remnant of hb» People poſſi fſug 
Abem, underſtand their joyning in the Faith. © 
Perſe 16. Hereby he tgnifierh that they-ſhel} know 
that all mans own rjghteonſneſs vi hereby he hates and 
perſecutes the Pcople of God, is from pride of heart, 
therefore God caiis him down, for he reſilteththe 
proud. | | 
Verſe 11. Here he ſhews plainly, that God makes 
known the terrors of his Law npon them whom he 
will bring to his true worſhip by the Goſpel , fo he 
aeftroys all the Gods of the earth , to wit , every thing 
that man hath confidence in; for Gold and Silver 
isa God to the carthly covetous mind, | 
Verſe 12. Here he ſhews the converſion of the 
greateſt ſinners, which are as finful in Soul, as the 
Aterigns are black in Skin. 


F 


In the cloſe of this Chapter is ſignified the deſtru-M 


Ction of Hypocrifie for ever, figured by Nineveh, 2 
great, rejoycine, and careleſs City ; for Hypocrites 
count their wiſdom and righteouſneſs very great, and 


rejoyce in it, and regard not the Word and Ways of 


God. 

* Chap. 3. verſe 1. By a robbing City, underſtand glo- 

Tying i Lnejr Own wiſdom and rigateouſneſs, where- 

by they rob God of his Glory. oy 
Verſe 2. She heard not the voyce, to wit, the voyce 


of God, which breaks the Cedars of Lebanon, to wit, 


pullsdown the pride of mans heart. 
Verſe 3. Th: Wordof God, to wit, his Law, vtter: 
ed by his own voyce, to wit, prezched powertully, 


proceeds from one fort of men to another, .to dil 


VET great 10iquity in all, ſparing none. Verſe 
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Ferſe 4. H.r Prieſts and Prophets are light ; wicked 
xerſons, they are not touched with the! ſence of the 
ins which they reprove ; hey pollute the Saiuttuary , 
Myowit, the Name of God or Jeſus, for that's the San- 
tuary of God to a believing Soul, and they are un-- 
(ean, therefore they pollute all that they toucki or 
neddle withal ; ' They have wreſied the Law , to wit, 
hey have turned it from Judgment, wherein it brings 
|under Curſe, to give peace to their ſouls for their 
wedience , though they are far from the ways of 
exce. | 

| Verſe 5. Here he ſhews plainly that God in his ju- 
kce diſcovers fin daily, but they are wicked, and 
ſill not be reproved. 


8M 7er/-6.T his ſignifies that God by his Law diſcovers 
er Wliiat all Nations, af Towers, to wit, the high thoughts 


imensearts, all Streets,to wit,the common ways of 
nen in Religion, and all Citzes, to wit , all things 
jmterein man hopes for ſecurity, are deſolate; for 
Ire 10 man of Ged among them, no Spirit of Truth 
- Mioguide them. | | ED | 
Verſe 7. This: was a way of God to take place 
fith man, and bring him to the fear of God, that 
te might be preſerved ;, but they hafted to their own 
Myr, to corrupt their minds. 

Verſe 8. Here he commands all to attend and yield 
ltemſelves to his determinate judgment , even that 
"_ lie under his wrath, as due to them for their 
IS. 7 | 

Verſe 9g. Here he ſhews that this brings all tpa pure 
, Mlinguage, ro wir, to confeſs themlelves ſinners, and 
' Food gracicus and merciful , and theretpon to pray 
+ Fito him, and truſt in. his Mercies, for that is the 
> (vice which he requires. | 
* erſe 10 By the Rzvers of Erhicpiais Hgured all the 
c EO. | pleaſures 
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- Pleaſures of Sinners ; for by Ethiopians, which are 
| black in $kin, is always finners figured, to ſignific 
theextenſion of Gods rag to _- ſinners. By 
Daughter of my diſperſed, is figured Sinners, whoare 
—_ from the ways of God. by the prevalen 
of ſin. 

Verſe 11. He ſhews how clearly he will take aw 
both Sin and Shame. By mot being proud of his Hol 


AMountain, he ſhews that his free Grace will bringM..: 


them to true humility, although Hypocritical Rel: 4 
21on made them proud. 
Verfe 12, 13. Hence the People of God are poo 
i ſpirit, faithful and true, fatisfied with Gods Mer 
cies, and reſt in peace. 
Verſe 14, 15. Filled with joy in believing , that 
they ſhall not he condemned, Satan ſhall deceive 
them no more; for Jeſus their Lord and King is 
with them. | L- 
Verſe 16. Therefore they fear not the Enemy, they, 
are bold and couragious in the day of Trial ; 7 
Verſe 17. For God fills them with joy, giving then, ; 
to prevail mightily againſt all their enemies, even 
Satan and Sin. 
Verſe 18, Although in his appointed time he cholg 
them that were afflicted becauſe of Sin, and reproaci 
ed by glorying Hypocrites. 
Verſe 19. And thoſe that halted, to wit, were fe 
fible of their own weakneſs, and caſt out by men, ti 
Lord gives them honour before all Saints and Angels 


Verſe 20. For he will deliver them from their Cap" 


tivity to Satan and Sin. 
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Verſe 2. Y their ſaying, The time 1s not come . 
| B that the Lords I ſhould be built, 
l ; figured, how ready the heart of man is to delay 
Wing up his heart wholly to God, for thar. is the 
wilding of the Lord's Houſe ; for he dwells in a 
roken and contrite heart. 
Verſe 6. By the fasling of Crops, and of all tempo-. 
Bleſſings to give fatisfaction, is figured , that no- 
ling gives ſatisfa&ion ro mans Soul, but the Grace 
WW God forgiving ſin, and filling the heart with joy 
"Wad peace in believing. | 
"Wl Verſe 12. By the Prince, and the High Prieſt, and 
Wh People brought out of Captivity willing ro hear & obey 
Wi: Word of the Lord by the Prophet, is figured that 
try only who know their Captivity to Satan and Sin 
"WW Nature, and their redemption from it by God's 
tee Grace, do willingly hear and obey the Word of 
0d;, for ( as David faith) he makes a willing people 
JW the day of bus power. 
Verſe 13, 14. Here is figured that nothing makes 
e heart of Gods People ſo chearful in ways of 
;M'iuth and Uprightneſs, as the aſſurance of Gods 
-Wclence with them; for :n his preſence 1s. fulneſs of 
"1, faith David. | 
| Chap 2. verſe 3. In this Chapter is holden forth a 
lyſtery, that theie eyes who did ſee the Temple 
at Solomon built, did ſee rhat this Temple which 
7 now built was nothing unto it, yet the glory of 
lis latter ſhall be greater than of the former. 
Verſeg. Therefore hereby is figured a ren | 
WHICH 
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which 1s not ſeen with eyes, not the work of man 
not Known by the wiſdom of man; a ſtrange Temple 
ſurely ! what Temple is that ? The Soul of a Sinne 
made the Temple of the living God : O joyful news! 
ſhout for joy ;, yes the rcdcemed of the Lord ſhall come tt 
Zio: with joy, crowns of joy and evelaſting rejuycing 
pon their heads £: But how ſhall this be ? &- 

, Verſe 4, 5.1 am with you, and my Spirit remaintth 
among you, fear n:t ;, 1t ſhall not be your work, bur 
mine.,. it:ſhall-.not be corporal, bur ſpiritual, for 
will ſhake once wore the Heavens and the Earth, &c 
This once mzre,,( faith the Apoſtle tothe Hejrens ) 
ſigniheth the removing of all things that may ve ſhaken 
as of things that are made , that things which cannith 
ſhaken may remain, to wit, that nothing may be a ſtaz 
to mans Soul, but God, and his unchangeable Mer: 
CiCsS. | 

Verſe 12,13, 14: Again , Examine your ſelvegh; 
the Law, and you will be found an unclean People 
and therfore every work of your hands, and all thar 
you offer is unclean. Therefore this glortous Tem4 
ple that I fpeak of, and all your worſhipping andof: 
ferings in it, ſhall not beyour work , for then it 
would be unclean ; if you !sft up your tool upon my Ai. 
tar, you defile it ;, I will nace you new Creatures 
your wotthipping new , you ſhall worſhip in ſpiri 
and truth ; your offerings new , you ſhall offer nc 
more vain Oblations, as Beaſts, and Birds, wile 
blood cannot take away ſin; but.you ſhall offer you! 

ſelves, body, ſoul and ſpirit, a holy and acceptzblq , 

Sacrifice through the blood of Jeſus, which cleanſgt 
' you fromall fin, andrendreth your ſouls a moſt glo 

rious Temple unto the Lord. | 
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ſe 8.Jd Y Horſes red, ſpeckled and white , are 
fignified the Miniſters of tke Word ; the 
wfgnring the ſinful condition of man by nature. 
\ Verſe g. The ſpeckled diſcovering mans various in- 
xntions to hide his fins, and ſeem righteous, 
erſe 11. The white figuring the'Grace of God, 
mich cleanſeth all by the blood of Jeſus, and the 
Miniſters of Truth find all by nature careleſs, ſitting 
oſecurity, and forgetful of God. a0 


"Wiidom of man; for mans truſting therein fights a- 
"Wxzinſt God, and confidence therein deſtroys the peo- 
feof God. | 


Miniſters of the word of Truth , which while they 
Wvuild up man upon the Grace of God, and Faith in 
ſeſus, they deſtroy all the confidence of man in his 


' | Luſts and fleſhly-AﬀeCtions. 


Miniſter of the Goſpel ; and by Feruſalew, true Be- 
Y [vers ; for they are meaſured diſtinctly according 
tothe hejght, and breadth, and length, and depth 


tiey are the children. of God?s Love, but the world 
knows them not, but hates and perſecutes them; as 
they did their Lord Jeſis; again, they are meaſured 
tothe ſtature of a man in Chriſt, in him they live to 
God, and die to the luſts of the fleſh, and vanities 


ouſnels, 


Virſero. By Horns, is figured the power and 
Verſe 20. By Carpenters of Builders , underſtand. 


on wiſdom and righteouſneſs, together with all bis 


Chap. 2. Verſe 1, 2. By this Meaſurer, underſtand a 


Y ff the love of God, which paſſeth knowledge; for. 


a follies of the world ; in him they live to righte- - 
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Ouſneſs, and die to ſin, in him they enjoy all ſfrength 
and fulneſs; in themſelves nothing but death-anc 
weaknels. D 

Verſe 4. By Feruſalem being ithabited ai Town: with 
out walls, underſtand that ſhe ſhall not be defended 
by any power or wiſdom of man, but by God alone; 
therefore he ſaith, 7 will be a wall of fire round about 
her, and the glory inthe midſt of her ;, tor its fire that 
defends the People of God from all their enemies; My 
for it burns up all their fins and luſts, which are their 
enemies, and to have Gods preſence in their ſouls in- 
ſtead of theſe, is their Glory. David ſhews this, 
faying, Who ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings? \ Wn 

By multitude of men, underſtand Converſion of Gen-Myde 
tiles ; by multitude of Cattel, which are temporal 
Bleſſings, underſtand ſpiritual Bleſſings, wherein trus 
Believers ſhall abound through Chriſt. 

Verſe 6. Ho, ho; here is a Call, according.toli 
that of St. Paul, Awake thou that ſleepeFt , ſtand wp 
fromthe dead; for by the North, where T1/rael was'i 
in captivity, is figured mans captivity to ſin, where 
he lies in acold, frozen, dead eſtate; for Northern 
Lands are cold and frozen. By the Lord ſcattering 
them, underſtand giving themup to a ſence of their 
fins. | 4 \ 

Verſe 7. Deliver thy ſelf, O Zion. By Zion, is i 
gured , with whom Chriſt her Deliverer is always: 
prefent. By dwelling with the Daughter of Babylon, 
underſtand living in the body ; for whilj# we are at 
oo_ in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord, as Pani 
faith. 

Verſe $. By after the Glory, underſtand, after I 
have diſplayed my Glory upon you , or revealed 
Chriſt in you, and called you by the Goſpel, | 

Verſeg. By ſpoyling their ſpoilers, and ſhaking bs 


hand 


_ . ihe 
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4 xpon them, underſtand deſtroying Sin in them, 
d giving them victory over Satan, Sin, Hell and 
Yath. 

/erſe 10. Here he calls them to rejoyce in this de- 
rerance, which ſignifieth that it will fill their hearts 
th Joy. | 

Verſe11. Here is a Prophecy of the Call of the 
tiles, or the Converſion of man , whereby his 
phteouſneſs ſhall not ſtand in his own aCtions, but 
; Gods preſence with them in Chriſt, whom he fen 
l them ; | 
Verſe 12. By Judah and Feruſalem, is always h- 
ured the Elect or Church of God. By the holy Land, 
merſtand Faith in Chriſt ; for thereby we deny our 
tives, and give up our ſelves to God, and hereigns 


at f1 w> A 


Mer US. 
WM //c 13. This puts all Wiſdom and Ways of 


WicFleſh, all Reaſon, and whatever is of man to i- 
Wence:, for it hath nothing to do in this work, God 
"With all himſelf in Chriſt by his holy Spirit. - 

Chap. 3. Verſe 1. By Foſhua, underſtand any or eve- 
yot Gods Elect ; by his ſtanding before the Angel 
f the Lord, underſtand his being called to the know- 
kdge of Chriſt ; for before that, man lives in dark- 
eſs, and hides himſelf from every appearance of 
bod. By Satan”s being ready to reſiſt him, underſtand 

Whtan ſtriving in all luſts of the Fleſh, vanities of the 
World,carnal Wiſdom and formal Religion drawing 
ten from Chriſt. 

Verſe 2. By the Lords rebuking Satan , underſtand 
Ciriſt deſtroying all the works of Satan in man, to 
mit, crucifying the Fleſh , mortifying the earthly _ 
Mind, confounding mans Wiſdom, diſcovering the 
urghteouſneſs of his holy things, making the Soul 
"holly deſolate, that it may be comforted and filled 


by 
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by him alone. By being a Brand plnckt out of the fir 


vl 
*4 


underftand redeemed by Chriſt, the ſtrong A:;m and 
deep wiſdom of God. | Wir 
Verſe 3, 4. By Foſhua being cloath:d with filchy Gar 


wents, underſtand man eithern his natural Luſts, o 


in his acquired or invented Form of Religion, whiciii- 


is Hypocriſie and Idotatry, for all that is of mani 

hlhy. 2: 7 EGF bh 
Perſe 5. By a fair Mitre, underſtand the Lord Je 

fus ; and by Garments, all the fruits of his Spirit: 
Perſe To By Walking in Gods Ways, under ſtand bz 


lieving in Chriſt; . by keeping his Charge, underſtand ; 


joyning notning with Faith in Chriſt; for if Circum 
cifion be joyned, Chrift will not profit them; if the; 


ſeek to be juſtified by the' Law, they are falle fron ir 


Grace; if Aaron's Sons bring in wild Fire ;:the 


muſt be deſtroyed, By judging his Houſe, underſtand 


diſcern betwixt true Righteouineſs.and Hypoctiſig| 


By keeping hs Courts, underſtand keeping out allHyWhi 
Pocrites ,-.as the ſhaken Sword in the.hand of: than 
Cherubim, that turnsevery way'to keep the way: 
the Tree of Life, all which is no other but a teu 


Miniſter preaching Salvation only to! Beltevers, ang 
- caſting/out the Hypocrite with all hiscarnal, formali 
legal Religion, Zeal, and Deyotion ; by giving hum 


place rowalk, among theſe, underſtand thar this fauh 
ful Miniſter is an Anpel of the Church, placed among 
the Lords heavenly Angels: R507 J' 

"Verſe 8. That Fofonua and his Fellows are men wondred 


at, is tlie ſame which the Lord Jeſus ſays, 1, and ti4þ 


Children whom thou haſt given me, are a ſirange thing ti 


both the Honſes of Fudah and Iſrael. They that pro 


feſs Religion after the Letter, know not what 9 
make of them that worſhip in Spirit , but at la 


vel 


they conclude them to be Hereticks, 


" 
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«Verſe g. And this becanſe, God brings of th the 
ranch, even the Lord Jeſus, and lays hin, for a Cor- 


xr-ſtone;. even a ſure foundation to all. the, Build- 


ng. By ſaying, #pon the Stone ſhall be ſeueneyes, it 
ſnifics thas the eyes of, all Gods People ſhall be up- 
(Jeſus, 4s: {ſarah faith ; that feveu Women. ſhall taks 
hd of one; Fen ; for ( 2s 1 have often. faid,) Ee 
pnifies no determinate Number, butaperfedt 

kr, or tbe -whole-Nuinber of that it relates to., + 
-By ſaying; Þ-wih,gagrave the engraving thereof, -UN- 
ſtand 1 wilt reveal feos. ie their Souls; for. that 


bt 


hthe day-when all njguiy, 90gl be xeinoyed ;| forit 


us 
x 
-» 


ie that. deſtroys the works of. the Devil, . 


i Verſe 10.. By-every. one calling bis Neighbor mider 
ik ine and. tarder the Fig: tree, is figyred the ſweet 


Womunigg which Chriſtzans have in. conferring one 


7 thyeel. 


ie, ſairb rhe Lord; 


jth another concerning Jeſus the true Vine, and |, 
teir' ingrafcing into bim. þy. the Father; and all the 


mitfulneſs and.comfort they have in bim. This is 
\ieeter to themthan Figs, _ © ok 
WI C-p. 4: /erſt:1. By the Prophet being 4waked a 4 
Wn out of ſleep, is ſignified that mans Mind is-wholly 
arried away fromthe Word. if it be not awaked by 


true Midliſter of the Word, which is ſignified by an 


/erſe 2) Here iSa'Viſton; 4 Candleſtith, all of Gold, 

bich is the Lord Jeſus ; therefore when he is asked 

vat theſe thing be ; he anſwereth, 

Verſe 6. Not: Eynhighe, we by power, but by my Spi- 
| r when, Felus is Rat” ed; all 

emight, and-power of. man is- wholly taken away, 


Fad the Spicitpf God is given to be the, whole guid- 


t of tis Church. And by *#h# [ever Lamps is hgu- 


4 the Holy Gioſt, which. is fometimes called rhe 
1 'n Spirits of :Ged, becauſe of his perfectneſs ia do- 


GT ing 
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Ing the \whole will of God'; and by the ſee Pipes 


moth: Lamps, is figured the perfedt cconveyingd 


the fulneſs of -God In Jeſus by his holy Spirit, un 


| V'3'. By the ewo Olive: Trees; which he ſays,v.1h.a 


the emo anvinted ones mh-ch fFand by the Tordof- the win 


” 


Earth, urjdecſtand the Law and the Goſpel; by whici 


his Juſtice is powred out againſt Sinners, ard hi 
Mercy to Believers, whichits the golderOyl.: - 


Y * 


( 


il 


ſr 
h 


Verſe 12. Andthe + 4 are the faithful Miniſter | 


of the Word: which are fHid tobe ſeven, forthe 
perfeCtneſs; and ro be'twoj'for their twofold Ac 
miniſtration ; for he pteaches-not the Word of: Got 
aright, that preacheth not both! judgment to mani 
the Fleſh, and mercy tothe humbled Sinner, as Sol 


mon ſaith, ' Bread for Children \'and the''s conrge for ti 


Fools back; © . 


V Wi 7. By oreat Mont ais before Zerubbabel; ut 


derſtand all the wiſdom and righteouſheſs of man 
whereby all Hypocrites oppoſe the Do&trine of 
Once, as the Phariſees oppoſed Chriſt, who'is her 
figured by Zerwubbabel. £5500 At. LN 
Verſe o. Itis he that brings forth the Head-ſtone 
__ and itis he whote hand have laid the Fonndation, ant 
whoſe hands alſo do finiſh it ; and by him alfon 


know the true Prophets whom God hath ſent, fronſiſte 


the falſe. * Fr t293-Diods | 
| Verſe 10. And it is he by whom the: Day of ſm: 


things are not deſpiſed ;far-by himwe learn tot ln 


meek and Towly in heart," who otherwiſe are prot 


and hanglity ; and it is he-in whoſe hands we ſee thiEfi 
Plummer, with thoſe ſeven,to wit, byes of the Lora 


or perfett ſight that God bath givenus to underſtand... 
how by our Lord Jeſus: righteouſnels \is' laid to 80G 


plummet, and all the whole earth is found <mpt) 
6 | youd 


ORF Ie > 
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xeMicd, and waſte, to wit, all the righteouſneſs of 
Wn is found too light (as Belſhazzar was) although . 

{pretend to be obedience to the Word of God, 
oth Law and Goſpel, as he preſumed to drink in. 
te Golden Chalices that belonged ro the Lord's 
foule. RD: He, We 
Chap..g- verſe, 1. By a flying Roll ſ\ exceeding large, 
nderſtand the Law of God fully opened in the faith-. 
il Miniftry.,of the Word, 


Verſe 2, Where it is not Precepts and Lines, Rules, 


leſons and Inſtructions to teach man what, to do, 
nd what to avoid ; 


, 


Jaſe.3. But it is 8 Curſe extended over all the 
kth, to fall upon every man, becauſe all have ſin- 
Kd, and falles ſhort of the Glory of God;, and to dil- 
Mover every ,man to be a ,thiet- an the one hand, to 
Wii, in bis natural eſtace, ſtealing Life, Health, Peace, 


w; Light, Strength, and good things from aad by 

Wir Creatures. or created Abilities, which he ſhould 

A his Creator, and fo rob God of his 
ory. 48 | 


: » -F 


- W..Ferſe 4. So it diſcovers every one a falſe ſwearer 
Mithe other, hand;; to wit, in his profeſſion of Reli- 
Win, becanic he makes mention of the Name of the 

lard, but not in truth nor in righteouſneſne(s 3.fo 
ley make both the Law .and Goſpel conditional an 
rtial, that neither the Law ſhall condemn all Re- 
obates, nor the Goſpel ſhall ſave all the Elect, but 
Wl muſt be according to mans work, not according 
bGod's purpoſe and counſel of old, nor according 
lb his free Grace in Jeſus, and his great Love to 
Wan, . | hs 
*.-/:r/e 5. Here follows another Viſion ; A Meaſure. 
Wield ar E hab, ſignifying that all our wickednels is 
[Wfcalured by the Lord , though it appears unmeaſus, 
SON LET 14 rable, 


Fg 
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rable, when it is diſcovered in the heart of man infiMo 


nitely wicked. | 
Verſe 7. And it is ſet in the midſt of the Ephah ii 
the likeneſs of a woman, becauſe wickedneſs follow 
Inſtful AﬀeCtions, as a woman doth, becauſe a we 
man is ſtrong in affeftion, and weak in judgment. Wl 
Perſe 8. And by the Lord caſting a heavy Lead 
weight upon it , underftand the Miniſtry of the Go 
fpel, whereby Bleſſedneſs is adminiſtred to God 
People, whoſe 114quity God hath covered ( as Devidi / 
ſhews. ) | \ Wee 
Verſe 9g. And by two Women that came to carry iſ! 
away, underſtand Mercy and Faithfulneſs, wherein: 
God eſpouſeth his People to himſelf; for thereby bali 
burieth their fins in the grave of Oblivion for ever WW: 
for he will remember' them no more, as he faithbz 
Feremiah. And by having the wind m their wings, wil 
derſtand the Word of God gave them fwiftneſs to 
carry away wickedneſs from his People. By thel [ & 
Wings being like the Wings of a Stork;', underſtand 
ſtrong and making a great noiſe ; for the heart © 


man turn'd from iniquity to the fear of God, give 


Its report throw all the Earth. By Lfting up the Eph 
between the earth and heaven, underſtand the diſcovet 
ing of finto make it hated of Men and Angels. 
"Perſe 11. By the Land of Shinar, undetſtand Lu 


Pride and Ignorance of God; for alf iniquity hatifept 


its riſe from theſe, they are its Baſis or Foundation. 
and Szat for ever, andthere muſt it be placed by tha 
Truth and Mercy of God, that his People may by 
freed from the deceit and contagion of it for ever. WW 
Chap. 6.verſe 1. Here by a Viſion of four Coatiti 
w:th various coloured Horſes, is holden forth the vai 
ous Adminiſtrations of Gods Spirit. By their coming 
out from between two Mountains of Braſs, underſtan . 


” 
aL 


—— 
" 
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| ſure and unchangeable Counſel and Purpoſe of 


Verſe 2. By the Red or Bay Horſes, is ſignified the 
Micovery of all fins and Juſts of all menin the earth, 
Wd therefore they. ſeek to go to and fro through all 

zearth, and are commanded ſo to do. 

Verſe 7. By Black, Horſes, is ſignified the diſco- 

ryof the deadneſs of men in ſin by nature 

Verſe 3. And by the White is ſignified the Mercy. 

WF God in Jeſus toquicken them. | 
1 /er/e 6. Therefore the' Black are ſaid to go out 

Wo the North Conntrey, which-figures men in a cold, 

zen, dead eſtate, and the White ro go after them, 
infcauſe the Mercies of Godin Jeſus are only preach- 

AF unto them that ſee themſelves dead in fin, and 

km he quickens, Therefore he ſaith, They have qus- 
wy Spirit 3n-the North Conntrey. _ 
nl /erſe 3. By the Grizledis figured Hypocriſie ; for 

Wemixt Colour fignifies their mixing of the Grace 

Wn God with the works of man; and. their going to- 

id the South, ſignifies their profeſſion of worſhip- 

Wiz and rejoycing in Jeſus the Sun of righteouſneſs, 

00 is life and light to the Soul of man, as the Sun 
A. the South is to the Creatures of the Earth, 

Þ /rſe 9. Here is another Figure preſented 3 where- 
Wby ther: of the Captivity that are come from Babylon, 
MF igured the ſervants of God redeemed from their 

wptivity to Satan and Sin, 2 
Perſe 10. And by Foſhua the High Prieſt, is ſigu- 
Wd Jeſus, whoſe Name is the- Branch, and who in- 
Wiced builds the ſpiritual Temple of the Lord, even 
WW fouls of his People; and f 
Verſe 12. Bears the Glory of God, as he was be- 
Wire ligured by Zerubbabel, hecauſe he is both King 


mud Prieſt, rs ; BO 
oe © 2 Perſe 


RE 


694 An Eppolition of the 
Verſe 13. And the Crown ſhall be ſet on his head, an; 
be ſhall ſit upon the Thr0;.e, andrhez Counſel of peact ſhal 
be with him, as between them bsth, for his Government 
ſhall be a Government of peace ;, for ht ſhall not break thi 
bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoking Flax, 'nor cauſe hi 
wvoyce to be heard in the ſIrcets;, and his Service ſhall bi 
only peace-offerings in that day y, for peace ſhiall he 
proclaimed in his Name to them 'that are near an 
farolt; -* = | | 71 Rs. 
Verſe 14. And the redeemed of the Lord ſhall hav 
Crowns, for a Memorial that they are not redeemec 
by their own power or wiſdom, 'but by his fre 
Mercy. OTHER nt | | 
 Ferſe1i5. Ard many ſhalt be converted, and ſhall ds 
ligently obey the voy:e of the Lord their God. For ('i 
they obey )) ſhould be Tranſlated, ſeeing that theyd 
obey ;, for the redeemed do certainly'obey, becau 
they are led by 15 holy Spirit. . 
* Chap 7. This Chapter and rhe 8th. have no Myſt 
ry, only what he ſaith of many Narions and ſtrong {et 
ing to the Lord, and ten men taking hold of th: kilns 
of a Few, 1s a Prophecy of the Goſpel which muſt 
| preached to ail; and whereby alone many ſhall be con 
verted ;, and by Fraying before the Lord, is Faith (igni | 
fied ; for only by Faith in Chrilt is man in the'pre 
ſence of God, 'for God and Chriſt are never ſepa 
raced. - - rs 6k Cn” | 
Cap. g. virſe 1. Here is the Goſpel preached ;f 
by Barder, is figured the work of Regeneration, be 
cauſe it is a burden to the flcſhly mind either of 7 
or Gentile to have their eyes turned from all carnFi 
pleafures, and remporaT profits unto the Lord, 
1eek after eternal enjoyments. | 
Perſe 2. As for them that-are wile, -to have the! 
w:{(dom confounded, and them that are pet i 
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»Mvre their 'Sitver and Gold to be no'moreto them ' 

Wan the Mire of the ſtreets 54:14 Thr1; 25a 

M- /cr{ ;. And all men'to have their: power de- 

Mlcojed.' ' | 4 FERRITE JT 

Verſe 4. :And the Fire of Gods wrath to;be upon: 

Miem ; for this will make even the moſt heatheniſh 

Mroforldly mind to fear, -and be very ſorrowful when 

any feel los 0G is FA | 

Wl //e 5. And they ſhall be aſhamed when their ex- 

Wictation is: found to. be in vain'; and neither the 

ling.nor the'chief City can eſcape this Judgment. 

WM Verſe 6. By 4 Baſtard, underſtand man that is ſenſi- 
le 'of his finful Birth by nacure; for God will caſt 
wt the proud: he2theniſh mind,and plant him in. 

*WPerſe 7.i By taking away blood and abamingtion, Un=, 

atrſtand- ro .pardon- his fin, and fandtifie his Soul ; 
mereby he ſhall go ghrovgh the fiery trial, and be a 

" Wiuce Veſſel for the Service of . God ; and by being 4 


te Grernor in Fudab, underſtand that his Soul ſhall 


eirizn with God among his People ; and by Efron be- 
iy as 4 Febulite, underſtand that his fleſh, and all 
thly ways and works are but as the ways of Hea- 
liens that know not God. | : | 
WW. /c+ſe 8. By Gods camping: \about his Houſe, under- 
ſand his preſerving his People ; and by the Army,cc. 
Wuderſtand , becauſe Satan with Armies of tempta- 
tons, and the world, that paſſeth by , and the fleſh, 
Wat is always returning upon the Believers, that he 
Yay free them from ail their oppreſfors, becauſe he 


ath ſeen their” necellity of 'his daily preſence and 


nFielp. 


Verſe 9. Here: he calls the Elect to joy, who are 
Figured by Zion and Teruſalem, and ſhews the man= 
Jr and coming of Chriſt. , - | | 
Verſe 10. By cutting off the Chariot , and Horſe and, 
bs EY A \.. Battle-bow, 


Battle how,' underſtand al} power of man; that he 
may truſt in the Lord only. By ;ſpeaking peace tothe 
Heathen, underſtand pardoning fin; and by having 
his deminion from Sea to Sea, wuderſtand ſubduing all 
that is of fleſ/and Joft, or power or witdom of 
man. F2141--4549 AWLY i 
Verſe 11. This fignifies that Sinners-are only fully 
redeemed by Jeſus from all the power of Satan and 
Sin. | . FI! 1, 
_ Verſe 12. Thus he calls manto look only to Jeſus, 
wio-1s the ftrong Rock 5 for 'he will bring double 
comfort aborvealt mans expectations. © vv 
. Verſe. 13. Here he ſhews the effets of Faith, that 
thereby. mans heart ſhall be wholly bent to the way 
pf God; 'and: ro reſiſt: the Luſts 'of the fleſh, which 
is figurediby being againſt the $oxs of Greece, and made 
able to overcome as a mighty man doth by his ſword. 
H-oce toithe end, is holden fortlt the prefence, and 
power, and glory, /and:goodneſs of Gud by Jeſus, m 
<n 4 with his People: by divers Similies. ' + ' 1 
| Chap. 10. verſe 1. Here' the Prophet exhorts-thef 
People of God toask all things of God ; for that is 
the life of Faith. | e 60 
- Verſe 2 Here by Idels' and Diviners, underſtand 
falſe Teachers, that teach men to walk in holineſs, 
and:expet all Bleſſings from thence; which manifeſts 
that they are: no true 'Shepherds, they lead not to 
green Paſtures and calm Rivers. 1 
Verſe 3. Here he ſhews'that the Lord is difpleaſed' 
with ſuch Teachers, and -puniſheth them that hear 
them, whom he calleth Goars ; ſignifying thereby, 
that they are not Chriſt%s Sheep, for then they would 
not hear ſuch Teachers, for they are ſtrangers tothe 
Truth. By viſiting the Houſe of Fudah , underſtand 
revealing the Lord Jeſus in his Ele ; for _— 


/ 


ting that befongs co their peace! in the day of their 
iftation, and that which will givechem ſtrength in 


orſe in Battel. 6 9 
= /orfea By Rin, underſtand. Chriſt, who's the 
(orner-ſtone, andthe Nail whereby we are fixed-in 
the Truth, 20d the Battle-bow; by which we over- 
come our Souls enemies ; and out of him -riſeth eve- 
7 Oppreſioe ; for we are hated and ſlain for his 
sMNnames fake. 7 
eW /<rſe 5. Here 5s firſt deſcribed the vidtorions con- 
weſt of all Believers over their ſpiritual Enemies, 
tWudthat only by: Chriſt, who is their /mmanxel, to 
it, God with them. 

Secondly; He ſhews that all. Hypocrites, towit, 
2Mjof:ſfors of the righteouſneſs of works ( whom he 
Watis:R:ders oz horſes) becauſe theyitruft in their own 
Wiſdom and righteouſneſs, ſhall be confounded. 
'Hence he declares again his mercy to his people, 
nhom he calls +he Houſe of Fudah, and Foſeph and E- 
e ja, not meaning thoſe Tribes, but Believers ga- 
$Witered out of all:Nations;. fo by the Sea, and its 


1, and Scepter of Egypt. is figured all the great 
vickedneſs, Flee arfalnef; of mind, pride of 
leart, and glory of man that ſhall be overcome by 
Criſt ; for they are the works of the Devil. | 
Chap. 11. Yerſe-1. Here is: firſt the” preaching of 
tieLaw' to diſcover Sin, and bring man under the 


%w 4A ws, - —_ 


frng Oaks, and tall Fir-trees , is. always figured the 


tolineſs : $7 
Verſe 2. Which are all caſt down when God dif- 
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the hour of temptation, to he as couragious as a 


never, and the deeps of the Rivers, and Pride of Aſſy- 


Curſe and Wrathiof God; for: by- high Cedars, and 
ride of mans heart-through ſtrong confidence in his. 


orers the unrightgguſnels af his boly things, _— 
$135 1 Fs;--vid a” | mul. 


—_— er o—— 0 <A. 7 OIIIEBI—oo—o > ——G— P_—_— Eb ——— - 
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| Gruelty and Oppgeſion; and: this men muſt. ſyffer : 


698: _ An Expolitiotof the: 
muſt be done before man know' any thing of the Go; 
ſpel; and then falſe Teachers' will rage ; which is 
bowed, 6 5 CEIIBICN 4 2 
Verſe 3. By the howling of Shepherds, and roaring 
of young: Lions, becauſe all their Dottgine isconfoung- 
ed;;' which he calls their Glory, and pride of Fordan; 
forall men in the wiſdom of the fleſh do glory: in it; 
and are-filled: with pride. oe ne 
-'Rerſe. 4 Here is holden. forth the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel , which is the food of -the Sonls 
of true: Believers, whom he calls the flock, of ſlaugh- 
ter; for they are ſlain all the day-long for the Lord 
Jefus'Names. ſake; for falſe Teachers do hate and 
perſecute them ; whom he calls. - '. :: | 
. Verſe 5. Their Poſſeſſors ; for that they were taught 
by them tilb the Lord: manifeſted his Truth-to-them, 
and delivered themout of their hands;' and he fhews 
that theſe Teachers glory that they are rich, to wit, 
in wiſdom and: righteouſneſs, whereby they ſel them, 
to wit:, to. Satan:,. in: high conceits, boar pity them MW 
not; for they account that they teach them the Truth. MW 2 
\:'Verſes. Here by the Inhabitants of the Land, is "i 
meant earthly-minded men, that regard no Religion, W ” 
and hypocrites'/in all their Forms of Religion ; and by I of 
delivering every one.into the hand of: hu Neighbour, is g-Y 1c 
nified, that man is left in miſery enough, : that is left I of 
void of God's protection, that he neither defend I b: 
them, nor bridle ithe cruelty. of others ; for where I dc 
there-is no fear of God upon men; : they do nothing} Ic 
but hate, and backbite anddeyour one another ;, and I fo 
by delivering theminta the hands of their King, \is ight- ſt 
fed another evilamongſt men; for. by King, islight- © 
fed any Superiors who domineer and tyrannize over. 
laferiors , that there's nothing. hut complaints of 


becauſe they truſt not in the Lord: Perſe 


my 
” 


T 


w 
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'FVerſe 7. Whena true Miniſter feeds the flock 'of 
Chriſt faithfully, he takes to him his rwo faves, or 
EO David calls them ) the Rod ard Staff of Ged:; the 
one is Beauty, to wit, he preacheth the beauty of the 
@lvation of God, of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
of the giving of the Spirit, of the operation of free 
Grace, and this draws them to fatr green Paſtures, 
ad pleaſant calm Rivers, that they may be fed abun- 
lantly with the fatneſs of his Huiuſe, that their. ſouls may 
le filled 4s -with Aſarrow ; this us the feaſt of fat things, 
ard refined, and of Wines well refined from the Lees, 
mepared for the hungry and thirſty Souls in bu holy 
Yountain. The other is called Bards, and it is preach- 
ng the great Love of God to man, wherein he ſq 
ptied the Souls that are captive to Sin and Satan, 
that, he ſent. forth his beloved Son to be a Redeemer, 
nd laid help upon him to be a deliverer to: mans 
foul, yea, made him all things unto. him, whereby 
te is bound up unto God in love for ever. 

Verſe 8. Then there aroſe up preſently hypocriti- 


cal Shepherds , which preached theſe things in the 


miidom of the Fleſh; therefore he ſaith, 7 cut off three 
in ove Month ;, they are called three, becauſe inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing.-the Soul in unity with God through 
Jeſus, they fill it, with. ſelf-love, pride and diſdain 
of others. They arefaid.;to be cut of in.one Month, 
becauſe they live not in the light of. ſeſus, but in a 
borrowed light, as the Moon doth. And therefore 


nothing was more abominable inthe ſight of God z 


for they bave forſaken him , and digged broken Ci- 


ſterns ; and they have changed his Truth intoa Lie; 


and they abhor him '\and his Truth z for if they 
ſhould admit of it »: ali their Glory would be de- 


ſiege againſt them, to wit, This ſhall be the moſt dread- 
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Verſc 9. Here he ſhews that the Lord leaves Hypo. 
crites to periſh m their own gainſaying, and to de- 
ſtroy one another, and fothey do ; for all wars abour 
Religion , whereof the World is full, is altogether 
for Forms of Hypocriſie, for they that have true M;;: 
Religion upon them, wilt not fight, bur ſuffer in 6M;; 
lence, as our Saviour did. | 4 
. Verſe to. Then the Lord fays, he rook his Staff cat- 
led Beauty, and cut it aſunder, that he might break, bis 
Covenant with all People, to wit, that the beauty of 
Troth ſhould not be known to all, but ſeaPd among 
his Difciples , hid from the worldly wiſe, and re- 
vealed to Babes. 
 FVerſe 11. And it was ſo, whereby his poor people 
that waited on him, knew that it was his Word, _ 

Verſe 12, 13. Then he ſhews how'oge Hypocrite 
ſold him, and others put him to death, as it isde- 
clared in the Goſpel. | 
: Verſe 14. Here he fays he broke his other Staff, even RW 
Bands to break. the Brotherhood between: Fudah and If- Mi 
xael, to wit, that all Unity or Brotherhood after the Y;, 
Fleſh, ' or all outward appearance might be diſſolved, | iy 
and all true unity among the Servants of God might I [1 

be in unity of the Spirir. ne 

All the reſt isagainſt the falſe Teachers of the Go- 
{ſpel,” which preach it in the wiſdom of man, and not 
in the power of the Truth, after the oldneſs of the 
Letter, and not in newneſs of the Spirit ; by whoſ# 
Arm and Eye is figured their power and wiſdom, 
which God will deſtroy and confound by his Truth. 

Cap. 12. A Burden of Gods Word for Iſrael. Here- je 


. by is /f1gnified that the true 7/rac! of God ſhall be3 I ye 


Burden to all people. © \ Bb 
Verſe 2. Yea 4 Cup of trembling, when they lit il 


ful 
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i fadgment againſt them, that they hate Gods peo- 
ſe; the luſt of prophane perſons is great. Sin,' and 
te pride of Hypocrites is great wickedneſs , but. 
heir hate againſt His people 1s beyon@ all, for it is 
Wzinſt God himſelf ; therefore our Saviour pronoun- = 
gh a dreadful wo to them that do but offend his ll 
itle ones that truſt in him. 2 it | 

Verſe 3. Is an aggravation of the ſame Teſti-. | 
;_- es V 
Verſe 4. By [miting every Horſe with aſtaniſbment and. 
ele and his Rider with madneſs, le we by 
Bders, men Proud in their own conceited ways, and 
y their Horſes, their ſtrength and ſwiftneſs in going 
Min their ways; as the Hypocrite, afloon as he Hath 
mt any knowledge of Religion, preſently he thinks 
linſelf moſt able to teach others, which is figored 
7 the ſwift wate# of N41 , a5 the ſlow Proceeding 
'Wf 2 man of God is figured by rhe warers of 'Shilo, 
mich rar ſlowly. By the Lords' opening his eyes upon 
We Houſe of Judah, underſtand, to ſhew mercy and 
» Wave courage and ſtedfaſtnels unto his PeopJe. 
T B29 5. Here by the Inhabitants of Terufaliw, is 
meant the Elect of God-;z and by the Gdugrnors of 
tuleh glorying in them as thiir ſtrength in God, is a 
mile of givitig fach Governors: unto bis People, 
A 5 icgard nottliemfelves or any glory of the world, 
"Wot et. their delight in God's Peopte. 
' Verſe 6. Here by that day , inderſtand. (as by all 
Circumſtances of time in the Prophets) the day when || ff 
ſlus is revealed in the Svuts of: his People, which |! If 
men in their wiſdom have expounded to be this 
ilding of Feruſatem and the Temple anew; but a- |, 
las, no ſuch” glory ſhall be tro men in the Fleſh, but | | | 
iis Prophecy is of the operations of Gods Spiritin -| | 
tis People, when their Souls are built a new Tu 
ple 
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ple to the Lord 5 therefore theſe Governors of Fertr 
ſalem are the Law of God..C which the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews calls the fiery Law of Moſes ) for by it is the 
fire of Gods wpath revealed againſt fin, and the Gq- 


ſpel, which 1s the refining fire, whereby the Belic- iR4 
ver is purged, and his Faith tried and purified ; and W''« 


by devonring all people, is meant all that js.of the ſlelb; M6" 
and worldly wiſdom in his People ;/ and by Teruſalos þ 
znhabited in her own place, even in Feruſalem, 1$ meant 
thar his People ſhall live-in. the faith. of Jeſus by free: 
Grace, Which is their own place, and: is the New: 
Feruſalem which comes from heaven, which is free, and 
7; the Mother of s all, as Paul teſtificy., .- -..  ... 

Verſe 5.. Here is a ſtrange Myſtery : Shall the houſe. 
of David aud of Feruſalem be againſt Fudah.? No, 0, wtk 
mind the word well ; #t i their Glory, when they glory WW 
in living in a Houſe, and magnifie, themſelves aganſ 
them that live.in Tents; therefore hereby -is (ignified, 
that God will ſhew his mercy maſt to the lowelt and, 
humbleft of his People, that they that eſtgem them, Wher 


<5  *% 


P > & he # FT. s. uy her 
exnſt Ternden x er 
Hy poccifies, that Wt. 
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hitit of Prayer: andthat they. ſhall. know that Jeſus 
iffered for their fiws, and they: ſhall; be broughe-ta 
kd and ſerious Repentanee every one in the lecretiof 
sSoul: :{ 1 25 057 Ned didw 54.919 vog! 
' Chap, 13.Yerſe<i1; By Houſe of, David, and Inhes 
htants of Feruſalem, underſtand all Believers whanegt 
\ Whever they\come- re Ns 2 X43 34430 
Yerſe2. By Tdols underſtand whatever mantrufts 
vo, ſaye Jefus/Chriſts and;>by the Lerd,. underſtand 
is Church, which. as Paul faith, 1:ueſire roknow net 
\ Miting among you, but Chriſt-, and him crucified 3.$0-by 
Wriphets aud incledn: Spirir, underſtand falſe Teah- 
"Weis; as Pad alſo faith, .1f I, or.andngel,, oriavy 0: hes 
I 7s any other Dafbront,; let him be \Anatbema.\ Mar a- 
{ \# | OR In nark 6k £ i 
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; 

fo, ij'> i 35:4 23: DCOBTEICDNTE AN DVARIT 
E--Ferſe 3: This confirms: theiformer-to ſignifie-falfe 
[ Teachers ;,as alſo:the:next three, Gt bo 4: okay 2% 
Perſe 7. By Sword; ſtil underſtand the Word, of 
ME Trach; which is-the\Sword of the Spirit ;: by\Shep- 
Wir4, and rhe man that 1s. my felltw;j, underſtand talſe 
"YTeachers'; for they-pretend to. be Shepherds to Gods 
People, and magnikfe themſelves: to; be: mighty}; and 


but God himſelf; therefore the ,Prophet faith, They 
W hull' ot teach every man: by Brother, but: ſhall he call 
"Waugh of Cod, | By commanding the Word: to'awake, 
;\M5giving it power to: convince , of ſin. Swite the. Shep- 
"MW irrd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered;; this was verified 
 inJeſus, and his Diſciples; which may.ſhew, that all 
© the reſt are ſpiritual Prophecies, as I have opened 
them , and by 1 will turn my hand upon my little ones, is 
a Prophecy that all other bis. Diſciples ſhall alſo 
tave a ſad day, when their hope is almoſt gone, as it 
Was to the Diſciples then. WES 

| Verſe 


niſe to teach men: righteouſneſs, -which.none can: do - 


, _ 


if Verſe 8. By rwo paves dying, ho-fignifies, thit wig 
| the Goſpel is drod jr more ſhall receive. | 
after the Letter;” which ſhall" be like Corn fown 
ſtony grad, which ſhall receive it with joy,-an 
bring forth fruit with gladriefs of heart, and yorſha 
be cut off and gie. © 1 ot Yoo 
Verſe 9. The Remnant reſerved by the Lord, 'i6i by 
very ſmall ( as' Iſaiah faith') but the Lord willmd 
thim #«s pare as the fineſt 'Gold, and they ſhall pray' 
hin; for bn us thelr eh 'Gotl, aiathi"ail hear thets, ant 
ownthem-robe his-People. 5h) 19 hp amis ah 
- Chap. 1:4: Here'he iprophefies ofithe fiery:Trial tint 
ſhall come upon'all Behevers. ef112B1 GN 5484% 26 £0 
- Vebſo-2 By $uchiring all» Nevivis )o- Bartel: again 
Feruſalem, underſtand all trials of their Faith vfo 
Satdi# deſire; 10 wintow thent kke whent.”'i'By the Ciryef 
ken, underſtand fo (arp a triat'as they: faint wundei, 
as David, when doubting of Gods 'Mercles, head 
One day I ſhall falt by the hands *f=8aut... By. the hf, 
rifled, anderftand all'their hope-and comfort in Gol 
almoſt vaniſhingy addvhenhouſes are rifted, :nothiooM, 
is teft but bire walls'> By their woints riviſhed,, undet 
- ſtand their 'Aﬀetionsviolently draw to-other belps 
or helpers; as David ſought to Atkiſb King of Gab., 
By half going emo Ceprivity 4 "underſtand (the; Flo, 
yields to'raun-aftey-earthlyiþleaſures; but the reſidue 
ever the Soul and Spirit cleave faſt nnto the Lord: I, 
- Ferſe 3. Here is the comfort, God wilt appearin. 
Chriſt, and give-his People viRtory againſt. Sm andy. 
Sataii, - Of SISTF 3" ol 


Perſe 4. He goes on with the-fame Myſtery ;/ fot 
he fays, 1n that day, which is,” as4 faid often before. 
(when Jeſus is revealed in mans SouF) rhe Lords feetsfh.; 
to wit , his Meſſengers, Miniſters. of the Truth 


ſhall ftand upon the Mount of Olives, to wit, ſhall MY 
| ws C10S 
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ſeſus ; and the Mountain ſhall cleave half toward the 
ith, and half toward the North, to wit, Salvation 
y Chriſt, which is called che Oyl of joy and gladneſs, 
þall be preached to Jew and Gentile, Profeſſor and 
Yophane, far off and near, and there ſhall be a very 
freak valley. | | | 

Verſe 5. And all ſhall flee to that walley, yea the 
Lird my God ſhall come , and all the Saints with thee. 
flere che Prophet exulrcing in the great joy of this 
Coſpel-Miniſtry , breaks out into this ſhout, The 
Lord my God, &c. For they that believe in Jeſus, are 
made the Sons of God, and Feſws comes, and the Father 


Wh hivs, and ſups withthem, and dwells with them. 
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Verſe 6. When this appearance of jeſus is firſt up- 
m the Souls of his People, it*s not clear yer, the 
kliever ſees not through all ; nor is it dark, he fees 
iLight ſhine, though upon his dark mind. 

Verſe 75. It is ſuch aſtate as man knows it not,, but 
te Lord only; but this is it,zr & a day; for whenir '$ 
tht with man, the light of God breaks our. 

Verſe 8. Then goes living waters out of Feruſalem, 
0 wir, Jeſus by the free Grace of God, and Salvation 
him, is preached both to the Saints that were be- 
ire him, and they that come after him, which he 
alls che former Sea, and the hinder Sea; in Summer 
Win Winter, both in adverſity and proſperity. 

Verſe g. And in that day th: Lord ſhall be Kifg over 


Wd the earch, to wit, ſhall ſubdue all earthlineſs n 
"is People. H:reby comes man to know thart there 


bone true God from whomall goodneſs comes, and 


, Wo more. 


Verſe 16. Then all the Land ſhdll bb as a Plain, to 
it, all high thoughts in man ſhall be caſt down, and 
jetted Souls ſhall be comforted ;, and a[ gates of the 
y ſhall be inhabited, to wit, Believers ſhall live in 
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Faith, Hope, Charity, Love, Joy, Peace, Meek- 
neſs, Humility; Patience and Truth, the Streets of 
God®s City. | 
Verſei1. And there ſhall be no more utter deſiruftion , 
for agaivlt theſe there is no Law, they ſhall not come 
into condemnation ; they are paſſed fiem acath toliſe; 
They ſhall live ſafely. *M Wh 
Verſe 12. Here is the Judgment of God, a preat 
Plague upon the Enemies of Fe: uſalcm, that while 
they ſtand upon their fett, to wit, as long, as they 
witnitand the Grace of God, their fieſh ſhall conſum: 
away, to wit, they ſhall exercile all their ſfrength in 
that which ſhall be their deſtruction ; ſo ſhall they 
exerciſe their wifdom, figured by the Eyes , becauſe 
wiſdom 1s the lighr of tie Mind, as the eyes are of 
the Body ; and 1© ſhall they exerciſe their. Tongue; 
for theſe Enemies. of Gcds People are Hypocrites, 
ſtrict in their ſeveral Forms of Religion, and their 
falſe Teache:s, for theſe are talking and teaching a- 
gainft the Truch of God. the Doctrine of free Grace, | 
as the falſe Apoſtles and their Hearers did againſt Wi 


Paul; yea, as Jews and Gentils, Kings and Rulers {1 


did agairft Ged and his Anointed, Pal. 2. | 
Perſe 13. Here is another Plague upon them from 
the Lord, agreat divifion, every Form molt bitter a-M 
gainſt another. | 
Verſe 14. Rut Fudah ſha'l fight at Jeruſalem ; the 
People of God ſhall keep their ſtation, to wit, itand 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and contend for the Doctrine 
delivered to them,.and fight not againſt men, but 
againſt Satan, Sin , and all the Principalities and 
Powers of darkneſs, to wit, luſt of the fleſh, infide- 
lity of the mind, deceitfulneſs and wickedneſs of 
the heart; fothe weapons of their warfare are not 


carnal, but ſpiritual ; and all the wealth which the 
Heathen 
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Heathen ſhould have , .are gathered unto them, even 
Grace, Mercy , Truth, Love. Righteouſneſs, . Joy, 
Peace, c. Theſe are pure Gold, and Silver, and 
7:1jant Apparel in abundance. 
Verſe 15. The Plague of all the beaſts that ſhalt be int 
theſe Temts ſhall be. ſuch ;, hereby is izured that theſe 


W fnemies of Gods Church are like brute Beaſts; yea, 


nore ignorant of their God thin the Ox'or Als is of 
his Maſter, as 7/aiah faith, and periſh like the brute 
Beaſt without knowledge, as David (aith: | 
Yerſe 16. Here is manifeſted” that all that eſcape 
this Plague (to wit, that are converted, and believe 
In Chriſt ,, for. there is no deliverance burt'by lim 
hall go up yearlyto Jeruſalem to worſhip the Lord, and 
kep the Leaſt of Tavcrnacles, to wit , thall acknow- 
kdge that They have nothing that is good in them- 
kelves, but receive all from. the fice grace of God z 
lis is true ſelf-denijal, and herein is the going up to 
firuſalem, to:wit, from themſelves to Chrift, from 
tte Fleſh to the Spirit ; and'this is the true worſhip= 
png of God : andthry ſha'l ſerk after a City or Ha- 


Yiration, whoſe founder and builder 15. God, betauſe 


thy have. no. ſure abiding place here, while they are at 
une in the' Body, they ave abſent fromthe Lord, this 
kthe keeping the Feaſt of T abernacles. 

Verſe 17, 18, 19. Here is ſhewed that they that are 
It thus converted of ali the Enemies of - Gods peo- 
Je, of all the Families of the Earth, of' Egypr, and 
{ all Nations, ſhall hve no rain, to wit, no true 
ehteouſnels, which God rains down from heaven; 
lomercy, nor peace, Cc. to wit, no free gift of God, 
ut the Plague wherewith' God ſinites the Heathen, 
ren men that live in the world without Gcd , ſhall 
K upon them, to wit, hardneſs of heart, and filthy 
ſts; for yehen Iſracl would not hcarken to the Lord, , 
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he gave them up 10 their own hearts luſt, Pſal 8.1. And 
when the Heathens /iked not to retain the knowledge » 
Goa, he gave them up to a reprobate mind, and vile af: 
fedions, Rom. 1. 

Verſe 20. By Horſes Bells having on them Holineſs 
the Lora, and Pots wherein their Sacrifice ts boyled, ſig 
nities that Gods People ſhall attribute all their 
ſtrength or power to do any good, unto the Lord 
for by Horſes is ſignified Strength ; 

Verſe 21. And o all their worſhipping of Godi 
ſpirit and truth , they ſhall acknowledge to be the 
operation of his Grace; for this is figured by the 
Pots: And that there ſhall be no Canaanite in t 
Lords Houſe , ſignifies that none ſhall enjoy the: 
things, nonor know them, but his Diſciples. 
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Verſe 1 called 4 Burden, becauſe it reproves, anc 
therefore its a Burden:to them. 

Verſe 2. Heres free Grate ſet: forth in Eſau anc 
Facob, both born of theiſame Parents, and both pre 
feſling the Worſhip of God, as Cain and Abel did 
| both offered Sacrifices,” yet God loved Facob. 

Verſe 3. And Thated Efan, and laid his Mountail 
Waſte for the Dragons of the wilderneſs. Fan I$ thi 
Figure of Hypocrites, therefore his Religion is com; 
pared to Mountains; for Hypocrites are haughty ant 
higt- minded, boaſting of their holinefs, every 01 
faying to his Brother ,, Stand far off me, 1 am hol 
than then; therefore they are waſte , they ay 

ing 
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ring forth Love to God and man, Patience, Humi- 
ity, &'c. therefore they are a7 heritage to Dragons of 
te wilderneſs, even to ſuch Profeſſors of Religion, 
mo though they are as wild beaſts by nature, yet 
their Religion makes them more cruel, under pre- 
tence of long Prayers, they devour Widews Houſes. 
Verſe 4. Here he proceeds, by Edow, to deſcribe 
Hypocrites z for if their failings be diſcovered, they 
Wylory they will be more zealous in their Form of Re- 
Wlzion, or they will turn co another Form more zea- 
Wous in their effeem, which is figured by building up 
Mitſolate places; therefore the Lord complains, They 
Wl never ſay, There is no hope: but though they buil 
the Lord w1ll throw down, to wit, he will confoun 
heir wiſdom, and diſcover the unrighteouſneſs of their 
ly things 3 and then they ſhall call them the Border of 
nckedneſs, the people againſt whom the Lord hath in- 
kgnation for ever. Who ſhall call them ſo? The 
*ople of God , or themſelves who are converted , 
Ys 7ob abborr'd himſelf in ſackcloth and aſhes. 

Verſe 5. Your eyes ſhall ſee. This is the ſame Te- 
limony;that they being converted,ſhould know this, 
that the Lord is not glorified but in the true 1ſraelites, 
to wit, in true Believers, 

71 /rc6. Here is deſcribed the honour due to God, 
sof a Son to his Father,as Fawes ſaith, Of þis own will 
of 124 be us by the Word of Truth; ſo that this gnifies 
-h{ ic Regeneration, wherein we are made Sons of God, 
,n!1cn comes in true Service, that, we are Servants ſub- 
an{{ctcd unto him in Love, becauſe we are Sons, and 
on!ence comes in right fear, that we fear not his wrath, 
liar he is our loving Father , and perfeft Love caſts 
nf it all ſuch fear, that we fear nothing but God and his 
Y:00dneſs; 
Again, he reproyeth the Prieſts that deſpiſe his 
Aaa 3 Name, 
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Name,and that ſay,The T able of the Lord 1s contempti- 
ble, to wit, thev offer polluted Bread , arid the tlind , 
lame azd fick for ſacrifice; which is no other, but thart 
they truſted in their own works and wiſdom; and nor k 
in the Lord Jeſus; for all things that are of man, areM! 


polluted, imperfe&t, come not from the honour or þ 
fear of God,but in ſeeking the praiſe of men ; to truſt 

111 theſe, is to d«ſ1iſe the Name of God, and to feedMc 
the mind withthele, is to account the Lords TableMc 
contemptible; 'for: he that honourerh that which is 


of man, diſhonoureth that, which is of Gcd- i 

Verſeg. Here he f9gnifieth that God will not ac-MWti 
ceſt the Prayers of Hypocrites, for he regards not! 
their Perſons. 8 (KEE 


Ferſe.10. Here he ſhews that if man be ſaved. by i 
free Grace, .and that his works will not be acceptedMM a 
zor righteovineſs, nor: avail to ſatvation , then the if 
Hypocrite ſays, Why ſhould man be rightcous fur nought? 
which is figured by ſhutting the dcors, or kindling « 
a Gre for nought; for the firſt figures Self-denial,M-/ 
and the {atter the quickning of che Spirit ; therefore 0 
the Lord hath no pleaſure in them, nor will accept L 


of all their ways of holineſs and Religiouſneſs, be- 
cauſe they come not from hatred of fin, and love ol i 
Tighteoulneſs, but as by ' conſtraint, that they mult I * 
of neceſſity do them toattain ſalvation. fe 
Verſe 11. Here by Gentiles and Heathens , under-W "- 
ſtand «II forts of prophane perſons of what Nation]i {| 
ſoever, when they are converted, then will they ho-W "! 
our his Name continually. | (6; 
Verſe 12. But Hypocritcs pollute , &c. as before ;il C: 
for it 18-4 weer:ineſs and a burden to them ; tus is ac-M 1 
cording to that of our Saviour, Harlors and PublicansMY Nt: 
ſhall enter trito the Kingdom of Heaven before this gent- 
r.1i0n, LO Wit, of Scribes, and Phariſees, and all fuci 
H ypocritcs. | per} 
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Perſe. 13.For they are accurſed, becauſe Chriſt Je- 
ſus is ordained a perfect Lamb without blemiſh , for 
taking away all the fins of his People, and they pre- 
orM {nt not him, but their own works, which are Cor- 
reMW rupt, unto the Lord, to wit, believe not in him, but 
or have-confidence in their own ways. 

il C-ap.-2. Verſe 1,2, 3. All this is againft falſe Tea- 
4 chers, and here he ſhews, that ſuch of them as he 
YI converts, their Bleſſings ſhall be turned into Curſes, 
is and they ſhall beas Paul. all their Zeal and Holinels, 

waich they counted gain , even profitahle to Salva- 
c-M tion, ſhall be as dung upon their own faces, even 
of Ml their own account. 

Verſe 4, 5, 6, Here by Loi, underſtand Chrilt ; 
5Y for he was and is the eternal Prieſt, whereof Levi 
dM and his Tribe was but a Figure, and in him are all 
1eW ticle Teſtimonies true ; as alſo, | | 
2 Perſe 7. That bis Livs do preſerve knowledge, ard 
17 al 6:5 people ſeck the Law at his mouth, for be 1s the Lords 
lM :feng:r, ro give unto them the law of the ſpiric 
reW of Lite,- and to free them from the law of Sin and 
pe Death. | 
fl 7/er/e8. Bur ye, to wit, falſe Teachers , which 
or teach all chat ought co be doe after the Letter , but 
[FU know not the Spirit, ye are departed out of the wav, 

for I am a Spiric, and th:refore my Law and my Cove- 

rH 14nt with Levi, ro wit, with Chriit, which is the Go- 
nM ipel, are bach ſpiricual ; ſo'that ye have cauſed ma- 
0-Y "7 to ſtumble at the Law, even by teaching them to 
obey a ſpititual Law , who themſelves are wholly 

if carnal; and ye have corrupted the Goſpel, teaching 
c-© !o, that you gave life to the wicked upon their car- 
1; ml obedience to it, and ye make fad the hearts of 
-K tie ctighteous, threatning them with Curie and Con- 

&mnation if they do not obey it, who poor Souls, 
know they cannot obey it. Aaa + Verſe 


FS 
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Ferſeg. Hence the Lord threatens them Judgment, 
becauſe of their partial Doctrine, to wit, becauſe 
they condemn not all that believe not in Jeſus. 

Verſe 16. Theſe are the words of the Prophet, 
reproving talſe Teachers for dealing treacherouſly, in 
v5 pang Goas Covenant ,, which opens the door of 
Metcy to every Soul, hut they will nejther enter in 
themſelves, nor ſuffer others. | 

Verſe 11. Having reproved the Teachers,he comes 
to the People, and reproveth both Fudab and 1/rael, 
that he may verifie that which 1ſaiah faith, There 

ſhall be like Prieſt, «1d lik People; and why ? Judah 
haih prophanedthe Holin:ſs of the Lord, which hc loved, 
to wit , his free Grace, whereby he ſhews mercy to 
a thouſand of generations, and bath marricd the Dangh- 
ter of a ſtrange Ged, to wit, ſhe hach ſet all her Af- 
fections and Delight in a carnal Religion; which is 
of the Devil. the God of this world; as our Saviour 
ſaid, Ye are of your Father the Devil, and do bis Liſts. 
' Ferſe 11. Here he threatneth both the People and 
their Teachers, tocut them off, even every one that 
practiſerh ſuch Religion. | 
Verſe 12 Here he ſhews that they perform all 
their Religion with all outward ſhews of Holinefs, 
with rears, weeping, and crying out; O this is holi- 
neſs indeed, to the deepeſt expreſſion of ſorrow, 
humility, neceflity; therefore they hope to be regard- 
ed , but therefore the Lord regardeth them not, ©. 
Verſe 14; 15, 16. Here he ſheweth why, by a cont- 
pariſon; As he is to be reproved that dealeth rreq- 
cherouſly againſ# the wife of hs youth, bicauſe the Lord 
bath joyned them two :nto one, he had abundance of ſpirit, 
therefore he might have commanded man to be joy 
edto more women, but he joyned one womahn toone 
| an, becauſe he deſired a godly. Seed ; ſo he joyner 
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od and man together in Chriſt; ſo that as man joyn- 
to any other but his wife, is an Adulterer, ſo he 
jat addeth any thing to Faith in Chriſt for Salvati- 
10, Or ſekerh to be juſtified by the Law, he is fal- 
kn from Grace, Chriſt ſhall profit him nothing ; 
ir the Law he. truſts in, will powr out all Curſes up- 
ohim. | 
Verſe 17. Ye have wearied the Lord with your words, 
1that ye ſay, Every one that doth evil is good inthe 
tht of the Lord, and he delighteth in them. Thus the 
ypocrite ſtill reprocheth the Doctrine of free grace, 
tat the Goſpel ſhould be preached to the Gentiles, 
at man ſhall be ſaved by Grace, and not accordin 
bhis works ; hence he ſcorneth, and faith, Surel, 
d 15 delighted in wicked men ;, but this makes them 
dious to God, becauſe they have not learned to 
how what this meaneth, 1 will have Mercy, and not 
lurifice. | 

Chap. 3. verſe 1. Here is two Meſſengers prophe- 
kd of ; the firſt Fob: Baptiſt, which came before Je- 
lis, to prepare the way before im, to wit, to bring 
nery man that lies under the Curſe and Wrath of 
bod for bis fins and ſinful Nature, diſcovered by the 
aw, to true and unfeigned Repentance, and hearty 
orow, Contrition and Confeſſion; by ſhewing the 
eat Love of God in ſending Jelus to take away, 
ad pardon all his fins ; and by the ſaid Fohn is figu- 
kd chat firſt manifeſtation of the great Love of God 
nJeſus, which opens a door of hope to the Soul 
HY it is afflicted , wearied, and overladen with 
In, 

The ſecond Meſſenger is the Lord Jeſus himſelf, 
lie Meſſenger and Mediatop of the Covenant of 
brace, -as Moſes was the Meſſenger and Mediator of 
lie Covenant of works, and brought a fiery Law, 


- 
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therefore 1/rael was ſtill murmuring and rebellins 
againſt him.; for to diſobey that Law, is Curſe and 
Wrath, and to obey it, a burden to the carnal mind, 
but Jeſus brings a Goſpel of peace, and all good 
things to the Soul, which men hearing propheſiec 
of, they delight in him, and ſeek for him; bur they 
aremiſtaken, for they ſuppoſe chat theſe things will 
be a glory to their external Zeal and Holineſs; but 
he will come ſuddenly, 'and when they cry peace, 
peace, then comes wo ard ſudden deſtruction. - 

. Verſe 2, Wha may abide the day of his coming ? why 
ſh1tt ſtand when he appeareth ? for he 7 as Refiners Fire, 
and Fullers' Sope. EN {3 

Verſe 3. And {ball ſit as a Refiner and Purifier of $l-Mf of 
zerand Gold, and ſo ſhall purifie every. Chriſtian or 
true Believer, whom he calls Sons of Levs, becauſe f 
they are made * Priefts unto God by him, that they b: 
may offcr an Offering in righteouſneſs; for without G 
this purifying, all. their Offerings, to wit, all their 
worſhipping of Gad, as Prayers, Praiſes, Faſts, and « 
whatever they do, is Hypocrihe. / ſn 

Verſe 4. Through this purifier all ſhall be pleaſmg oli 
the Lord, as in the daysof old, to wit, in the rigreoul-WI gi 
neſs wherein man was created; for by him he i ar 
broaght again into the fame Image. fe 

Verſe 5. And through him is God come near to tc 
every Chriſtian in Judgment, even a witneſs in bY ti 
heart againſt all iniquity, and want of the fear off b: 
God, wherein mans Nature fo abounds, at 

Verſe 6. That he would - be conſumed, but that] D 
God hath manifeſted himſelf in his: unchangeable 


Love in Jeſus. | of 
. Verſe 5. Even from the days of your Fathers ye art « 

gone away from mine Ordinances, and have not kept then. © tt 
ol 


This is the preaching of the Law, which Go 
in; 
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in ; and that they have gone from God from the days 
if their Fathers , ſignifies their receiving the Law 
fritten in tone, or taught of rheic Fathers by tradi- 
ton; for ſo long man cannot obey it, till it be writ- 
rn in their hearts by the power of Gqd, as is promi- 
kd in the new Covenant. Return unto m2, and I will 
return unto you. This Is a Call of man to Faith in 
Chriſt; for man cannot come unto God: bur by him, 
1nd God doth not come to man, but in him ; for his 
firſt appearance in love to man, is in Chriſt, to re- 
WM concile his heart unto himſelf : Therefore this is 
e MW not an exhortation to man to return ro God, which 
he muft perform as a Duty ; but it is the awakening 
WF of man out of ſecurity in Sin, that he may receive 
or Mercy-in Chriſt; as it is ſaid, Awake thou that ſleepelt, 
(ei [and up from. the dead,” and Chriſt ſhall give thee light ;, 
5 bot man knows not this, nor that he hath robbed 
ue God. | 
ir /erſe 3. Therefore they ſaid, wherein (hall we return ? 
10 «rd wherein have we robbed thee? Whereto he an- 
fwers, 
0 Perſe g. In Tithes and Oferings: Theſe were a Fi- 
1-F gure of giving up themſelves wholly , Body, Soul, 
FI 2nd Spirit unto the Lord ; therefore while they of- 
tered to him Birds and Beaſts, which was Obedience 
(oF to the Letter, and not their hearts, and all within 
15 them, which was obedience to the Spirit, they rob- 
of bed him;. for he required 7rath in the inward parts , 
and deſired not, nor had pleaſure in the other, as 
a i David teſtifies ; therefore he ſaith, 
ie Verſe 10. Bring all theſe, and I will openthe windows 
of Heaven, to wit, Imy free Grace; and powr you out 
rl = bleſſing ,, even give you Chriſt, and with him all 
-Y tings needful to righteouſneſs and ſalvation; a great- 
cr Bleſſing than ye know-how to ask, or your wiſdom 
can comprehend. Yerſe 
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. Verſe 1t. And I will rebuke the Dewvourer , even 
Satan, that he tempt not your Souls to vanity, and 
corrupt your minds, nor withdraw your Faith from 
Jeſus, the true Vine, that you ſhould rot perſevere 
unto the end, and bring forth perfect fruits, that all 
may ſee your good works, and call you the bleſſed 
of the Lord, and glorifie God in you. 

Verſe 12, 13,14. Here again he reproveth Hype- 
crites, whoſe words are always ſtout againſt rhe Do- 
frine of free Grace, and therefore againſt God him- 
ſelf, and all his Servants, as they were againſt Chriſt 
and his Apoſties; for they affirm that all thatem- 
brace that Noftrine, are proud and wicked, live li- 
- centiouſly, and tempt God. | 

Verſe 16. Here he deſcribettr true Chriſtians; they 
fear God, they talk, often one with another, to wit, of 
cheir experience of the work ofGod upon their ſouls, 
that they may be edified by their mutual Faith, com- 
forted in Love, ſtrengthened in Hope, therefore 
they are had in remembrance with God, as ina Book, 

Verſe 17. Here is teſtified Gods reſpect to them 
toown them, account them as Jewels, and be pitiful 
towards them, as man is to his Children that obſerve 

and honour him. 

Verſe 18. He that is partaker of this Grace,knoms 
how to give Bread to Children, and a Scourge for 
the Fools back, to wit, to preach Mercy, Love, 
Peace,. and Joy to Believers, but Curſe, Wrath, 
Death and Judgment to wicked workers ; but he 
that knws not this Grace, flatters the wicked and co- 
vetous, but rejects every faithful Servant of God, 
as a moſt vile Heretick, as they did the Lord Jeſus. 

Chap. 4. Verſe 1. Here's another Fire of the Lord; 
the firſt was the Fire of Gods wrath againſt Sin by 
the Law. The ſecond was the refining Fire by w 

| OT 


Difficult Texts in Revelations. 749 
lord Jeſus ; this is the third, even the fiery Trial 
that ſhall come upon all; the trial of their faith, that 
they ſtand ſtedfaſt in faith, that they be not moved 
aith blaſts of other Doctrine, that they fear not the 
wrath, nor ſeck the favour of men, that they ac- 
count not of their Life, but be free to give it up to 
Death for the Name of Jeſus, and Teſtimony of 


d the Truth 53 when this Fire cometh , the proud; Hy- 
» I jocrite, and wicked prophane perſon are as ſtuvble 
>. I caves them neither root nor branch, to wit. it dif- 


covers the foundation of their Religion to be cath» 
ly and carnal, and therefore their building upon it 
isof no worth it falls down to eteraal ruine. 

Verſe 2, 3. Here is the Teſtimony of Gods great 
Mercy 1n Jeſus to Believers ; whereby they nothing 
eſteem the wicked be they never ſo great. 

0 /*r/c 4 Hereby allo they are ſocſtabliſhcd in the 
Faith, that they walk in the Spirit, and fulfil all the 
Law, Stafutes and Judgments of God. 

Verſe 5, 6. Here he teſtifies the next Meſleoger , 
Miniſter,or Prophet of God ſhall be Fob» Baptiſt (ug- 
der the Name of E1;jab)) to teach repentance, and 
work it in their hearts by the power of God, with- 
< os Wy the wrath of God will be upon all the 

arth. | 
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Hc= is a Miſtery ; Revelations, and yet moſt miſti 
cal things or teſtimonies, certainly they are mor 
Divine and Heavenly, and more they are iv, morecle 
Revilations they are to a true Chriſtian, and more F, 
ftical unto the worldly wiſe, for God hath hid them fr, 
the wije of the no01Id, and revealed them to his own Babes 
Theſc Revelations God gave to Jeſus, to ſhew to his 
Servants things that muſt ſhortly be done ; they zrc 
not things thar are to be done along time after, for they 
are Teſtimonies of what muſt happen to the Church, 
or to the Soul of cvery Believer , ſhortly after Chrift 
is revealed in him by the Father. - This muft be remen-W 
bred in the opening of them , and Jeſus ſhews them ioW 
his ſervant Fohn, and ſo to cvery true Minifter. MK 

Verſe 2.” John barericord of the word of God, andef 
the Teftimoney of Feſus, and of all things that be jaw: 
This is to bc obſerved, that though it is ſaid that Jelus I 
ſhewed them to Johr by his Angel, yet they were ſuch Þþ 
as Fohn ſaw, to wit, which he had good experience off 
in the knowledge of the Teſtimoney of Jeſus , andas 
he, ſo every true Chriſtian, for thofe things which nei- 
ther eze hath fe en, nor ear heard, nor heart conceived , 
God doth reveal to them by h1s holy Spirit. 

Verſe 4. By ſeaven Spirits, underſtand the Holy 
Ghoſt only, for ſeven fignificsno determinate number, 
bur the perfeaion of that to which it is attributed ; 

Ucrſe 5. By that firſt begotten of the dead,underſtand 
that his Reſurrection was the firft Foundation of out 
firſt ReſurreQion, whereby we areraifcd out of that na- 
tural-eftate, whercin we lie dead in fins unto an eftate 
of Grace, whereof it is written, Bleſſed and Holy is ht 
that is partaker of the firſt Reſnrretiion, for on himtt 
attcr ae:th ſhall have to power. By 
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By that Prince of the Kings of the earth. underſtand 
tearthly men, for'of ſuch Satan the God of this world 
Prince, for he rules in'the hearts of the Children of 
iſpbedience*, but underſtand 'the ele& whom he re- 
Wecms, for he Makes chem Kings, and hath purchaſed a. 
linsdom for them, and he is their Prince, a Prince of 
zice to them, he rules in their Souls, and is all things 
them, and they are his SubjeRs for ever. ' ' 
Verſe 7. By every eye ſhall ſee him, underſtand not all 
n, but all beleivers , for-they only ſhall ſee and ac- 
neledge that they picrced him through, and wail be- 
eMicchim, but rhe reft their cyes are blinded; they can-' 
h' Wet fee, their bearts heardentd}; they cannot wail before* 
in, for if they could, they ſhould be pardonedandre- 
temed , therefore they ſhall do' nothing but” weep 
dd wail and gnaſh their teeth, with all hellich ſpirits for 
niger againſt him, as they do_againft his grace and his 
krvants in this life. © OR ta 
Ve:ſz 10. And I was in Spirit onthe Lords day-: Some 
anſlations have ravifhed in Epirit but the word rav!ſh- 
i, isnot in the original, nor ſhould not be-there, for 
1 0c;ng 31 Spirit is to be unde? ſtood, that the power of 
bodsSpirit was upon himyto open his car to the teftimo-. 
ly of truth,and by theLords day is not to be underſtood 
either the firſt day which we celebrate, nor the ſeventh 
mich the Fews obſerve , but that day of cternal reft 
Mich we enter into by Faith.in Chriſt, when we ccafe 
om a!f our own works, as God did from his, for he 
buſt live in this faith, and the power of the ſpirit muſt 
te upon him, that hears and believes this great voice as 
a Trumpet behind him, ſaying 7 am alpha and omega 
«fir, ad the Laſt, for all the wiſe and religious of 
le world reje& it, although by hearing this voice be- 
ind him, Fgzaifies no other but that Jeſus witneſſed this 
mth by all the Prophets and witneffes of the truth, that 
Mere before John -* bur none can underſtand them lo, 
| un- 
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-until he live by faith , and the power of the Tpirit h 


upon him, no not the difciples of Jeſus, while he w 
with them, for they had aot yet reccived the fpirir,f 
Jeſus was not yet glorified ,, therefore he called then 
O youf little faith, arid ſlow to believe all that are writ 
ten in the Prophets. | 

Verſe 11. By Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the lf 
underftand, the whole worker and the whole work « 
our Salvation, that nothing may be added , nor put i 
the midft neither, as any ways neceſſary to our Salvat 
on, for that is to add to the teſtimoney of this book 
and it is to diminiſh, the ſufficiency of our Lord [eſvs 
and then. follows curſe and judgment. By that whict 
thou ſeeft, underftatid that which he had Experience 0 
as by his ſaying in his firft Epiſtle, ther wh ch we have 
heard and ſeen with our eyes, and onr hands are handled 
of the word of truth, muſt neceſſarily be underſtood 0 
his experience in it- And by this command to him, al 
true Miniſters, yea and true Believers, for they arc 
made Priefts unto God, and therefore are commanded 
to make known this truth according to their experienceh 
"7 OP 
| By the ſeven Churches of Aſia, underftand, all per 
lons that. a Believer is acquainted with, or can commu 
nicate the word to, for it muſt be communicated to al 
that the..Believers may be comforted, all the ele cal- 
led, and the world left without excuſe. | 

Verſe 12.1 turned to hear the voice that ſpake with mi 
(a ſtrange expreſſiorglid ever man ſeca voice?) under- 
ſtand, by turning the whole mind turned from under-i 
ſtandiog the word after the letter, to receive it accord- 
ing to the cxperiencehe had of the work of God by J& 
{us in him. | = + 

Uerſe 13. Here he ſets ſorth the Lord Jeſus by bis 
title, Sev of man, underſtand the communicating of bi 
divine'nature to man; by his garment to the feet _ 
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ind his righteouſneſs covering the (ins of all evil to the 
weſt of Believers; by h: go/aen gire. le, underftand his 
uth, whereby we are bound to him in unity, by being 
wt his pps, underſtand it is that which P##c# calls the 
were milk of: the word, which Babes in Chrift do hun- 
xr after, and thereby g: ow to falvation: | 
Verſe 14. By kis head and hairs white ,, underſtand, 
at he is the pure wiſdom of God vnto us and in vs, by 
xeyes as a flame of fire, tinderftand that whenthe looks 
50n us, he inflames our affe&ions with true love to him; 
8 word ard ſervants, for he is that love of God 
cd abroad in our hearts, -which begers love in us. 

Verſe 15.By hi feet like fine Braſs,burn ng 45 in a fur- 
e, Ungerftand, that his ways are foli4, and to walk, 
them is a burning to a carnal mind : By hzs vozce, as 
: ſound of many wgters, underſtand, that his word dit- 
wers floods of iniquity and hypocricy in mens hearts. 
Verſe 16. By ſeven ſtars in hi; right hand . undef - | 
nd that he puids all true Miniſters of his word as by . 
hand : By a/wo edged ſwo-d out of 015 monty, is tefti- 
TW the power 'of his word in believers ro deſtroy ini- 
 Wiity and hypocrify : By hv face ſbi-4ng as the ſur in his 
W2th, uzderFand that when he looks upon man, cven 
ke moſt rebellious and deſperate ſinners are converred 
WW nlightened, as perſecuting Pax! was. 
Verſe 19. By falling at his fee: as dead . underftand, 
Wiving that the fleſh and all its luſts and Knowledges 
the word after the letter, to be nothing bat that we 
fe dead in fin; By his laymg his right kand on h.m, un- 
ſtand making out his love to Him, which caſts out all 
a, and makes him known to be both firſt and laſt. 
"Il V7/e 18. Here is the glory of Jeſns, that he #5 olive 
, W's people, that be died for them, that they mirht be 
. W'/ed with him, and'that he now Hives int them, and with 
I we whereby they-live with him for ever, and that ke 
th overcome hell a4 deat, and made them alſo ror que” 
Wilbur them, - B bb Verſe 


_ 
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. Uerſe 19, Here Fobn and every true Miniſter i 
commanded to write that which they have experie 
off, for they are the things that arc, to wit, which haz 
any real being, and the things that ſhall be; all othe 
things are but ſhaddews,the lies and deluſions of Satay 
and the inventions of mans deladed mird. 

Chap. 4-v.1. By a dore open in Heavenunderftand,t 
mind inlightened to underſtand the truth of the worde 
God : By the firſt voice he heard, being as of a Trum 
talking with him, underſtand, that when mans mind is1 
I;ghrened, the word doth plainly and powterſully diſc, 
ver to him his ſins and the Judgments of God again 
them. ns | ey 1 $9 

Uerſe.2. By being un ſpirit, is opened Chap. 1. v.16 
By a throne ſet in Heaven, underſtand; God appearing 
in the word to judge the world; = » 

Verſe 3. In that God is reſembled.to preciom ftones, ii" 
{1gnifice the purity and ſolidity of. his Judgments : 1 
that a Raznbow is round about the Throne, is fignified 
that in Judgment he remembers his Covcnant of merc 


Verſe 4. By the Elders ſet on feats round about ti” 
Throne, underſtand,all the Saints under the Adminifira' 


tions that were before the incarnation of Chriſt : B 
their white Raiment , is ſignified that they believed i 
Chriſt, and therefore did wear Crowns of Gold upt 
their heads. S 

Uerſe 5. By thander, lightenings and voices proceea. 
out of the Throxe, underſtand, the judgments and ter 
rours of the Almighty againſt fin and hypocriſy , an 
by the ſeven ſpirits, or holy Ghoſt being before the Thrd 


 #n the appearance of ſeven burning Lamys , underſtand 


' the ſpirit burning up er mortifying.the luſt of the fleſh 


and guiding his people in the ways of. the truth..: 

Uerſe 6. By a Sea of Glaſs, like Cariſtial before thi 
Throne, underſtand the clearnels' of the Teſtimonies of 
all the ſervants of God given in the Scriptures A600; 
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ſk four Beaſts round about the Throne, underſtand, the 
tur Evangelifts, confirming their Teſtimonies of Tefus 
ut.of all the Prophets : and by their being full of eyes be- 
e and behind, underſtand, that they were full of rhe 
ht of God by the Holy Ghoſt, to dectare both how 
ie LordJefus ſylfilled all Teftimonics and Propheſies of 
in by his ſervants before, and alſo to ſhew what he 
ould do in and for his ſervants to come. | 
'Verfe 7. By thair ſimuitudes., underſtand, that he 
ould ſubje& every foul of his ele unto himſelf, whe- 
ter they were as cruel as Lions, as ignorant as Calves; 
fooliſh as man, or as aſpiring as the my 
Ucrſe 2. By their ſix wings, unde: ffand, the ſpread- 
M7 of their Miniſtry ſwiftly to many nations : by 7erf 
Wieſs of eyes within, underſtand, that the light of their 
, Mifimony is not in the letter, and therefore its hid from 
Wl the worldly wife, and only revealcd to his people by 
Wie Spirit, | 
W Verſe 10. By caſting their Crowns to the groiiud,urider- 
j 7% their ſelf denial, without which there is no praile 
f Telus. 
Crap. 5. This book 1s not this Revelation as the 
- Wiranſlator holds. forth if the Margent , but it is the 
Mole B:ble.for all the Teff imonies therein are hid from 
llthe wor/dly Wiſe, for they judge after the letter, but 
M*truth of the word is hid from them, for it is wholly 
MWiicitual. The reſt of this Chapter is very plain. 
nd 4p. 6. v. 1. By the voice of. the Evargiliſt being as 
ler, uaderftand, thar the opening of the truth of 
Ine Goſpel is terrible to man in the fleſh, for that there- 
b 's manifeſted that none ſhall be partaker of the mer- 
Wes of God by Chriſt, that is not conformed to him'in 
death and fufferings. And dy his faying cone and 
of! underſtand, the call of God, whereby men are cal- 
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ritual wiſdom and light of lifc in them, that they may 


- bloody mindedneſs one againft another, figuret! by the 


»*+..4A 
vw cm — 


know the things that belong to their peace in the day of 
their viſitation. | | | 
Verſe 2, Here is the Lord Jeſus deſcribed, riding on | 
a white horſe, as a Prince of peace, and with a bow,to wit, 
the bow of God ſet inthe Sky. the remembratice of the 
eternal covenant of Mercy, between God and all the" 
world, that he will no more deſtroy the world in wrath, 
and he hath a Crown given bm becauſe he hath overcome 
all, not by ſword, nor tower, nor battle, but by his ſpi- 
rit, and here is {ignified that the firſt opening of the word Y 
of God to manin truth , is to make known to his ſoul 
the Lord Jeſus, and his vitory in deſtroying all our ſins, 


' the work of Sataninvus, and to bring us into. peaceſſſ® 


with God. i 

Uerſe ; and 4. Afcer Chriſt is made known what he 
is, to bis Ele, then is made known to them in what 
condition men [ve that arcigrorant of Chrift, even i 


1:4 Horſe; and great Sword, and they kill one anctier 
Hy pocrites contending about Religion, and others abou 
the things of the world, through covetuouſneſs, pride, 
or envy. 

Uerſe 5 and 6. The third thing made known to Gods 
people, is ſcarcity of the Miniſtry of the word of Gd 
fisured by dearth of Bread Corn, but whereas he lays 
wize and oyl hurt thou not,the Cuhrch is comforted, that 
tho they travel from Sea to Sea, and can ſcarce find: 
true Miniſter of Chrift, yet ſhall it be ſo communicat 
ed to them, as wine to make glad the heart, and oyl tc 
make them of cheerful countenance. 

Uerſe 7 and 8. Here is the fourth thing made knov 
by the word, that asthey that know not God, mure! 
one arother, ſo are they given up to death and hell, i 
the righteous j.dgments of God. 
 Te-ſegs 10, i1. Here is manifeſted the _ 
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ith and patience of the Saints for the name of Jeſus, 
which is figured by their lying under the Altar, for Je- 
{us is the true Altar; and though their blood cry'to God 
(ot vengeance, yer they are taught to reſt in patience. 
Verſe 12. to the end. Here is the (ixth thing that is 
iſcovered to the Saints in making known the whole - 
\- vork of God, that they may be comforted when tliey 
þ Witter with patience all grievous afflitions, that men 
"WcanafMift chem with inthe body : for then they ſhall ſee 
nſpirit, that their Adverſaries ſuffer more grievous 
-q('fings in foul, for being they believed not in the Lord, 
Wie tun of righteouſneſs, they have believed a lye, and 
thetefore what they believE'in; as riches'or eaſe, and 
jeace in the flefh or form of- Relipion, all is turned in- 
o:darknets and'bleod, 'for-grofs'darkneſs covers them 
6 al, and as they thirfted after the blood of the Saints, 
ar 099 gives them b!ood ro drink 3 /ahdithoſe whom they 
in $counter as ſtars of Heaven, hall fall'as untimely figs, 
elf 97 the ftrong wind oiGods wrath ſhall blow upon them, 
er $409 make a.:terrible carthquake © And the Heaven or 
aut EXmame;ts over their fTtads;' ro'wit , their ſtrong con- 
de ited Religion, ſhall beroiked gather into an:unpro- 
'J ftable heap, a$a fcroul burnewithifire, and the A/onn- 
ode 175 4n4 Iſles, even their higheſt” hopes of happineſs 
i 1} nd ſecurity ſhall fl.eaway,. and then all that are high 
ys and mighty .i8conceited hol:neſs as Kings and Caprains, 
hacly "ch and mighty-men , be they bond or free ſhall hide 
{ff alelves inftheir feveral forms of Relig on, as in Cens 
car} Tong tie Rocks of : the Mountains, for they count 
It them ?rong ho!ds X high, and therefore they ſhall cry ro 
them, fall on 19'and hide mw from the preſence of him that 
4 ſus on the throre, and from the wrath of the Lamb , as 
J our Szviour ſaith, they will fay, have we not in thy name 
air cut Devils, and in thy name done many great works, 
are not theje firong Rocks and high Mountains to truſt to ? 
ol '9 08 ronching the righteouſr.efs of the Law, blameleſs, te 
| Bbbz out - 
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outſtrip all their Compainons in xexl and holineſs, to make. 
long prayer even in Churches and Houſes, that they may be 


heard in the ftreets and the like, wili not thete things 


. hide them from the wrath of God and the Lamb; No"! 


the great day of hu srith ts come , who can ſtand: ? An- 


ſwer not workers but only they that believe on him that 


juſtifies the unzodly. 


Chap. 7. v. 1. Here he pives the reaſon why it is fo, | 
there are four Angels Rand on the four corners of the 


earth, holding the ſ047 wwnds , that th:y blew nt on the 
earth, nor onthe Sea, nor an any tree, whichis that, here 


was made known toGods people the cauſe why men are; 
lo wicked, ig all,chings, even Þecauſc tartan havthgeſuded. 
the minds ef. men {o9,, mþl{ Corners of the earti as if ke: 
was four evil Angeis, that they reccive'not the wind, to: 
wit,the word,or ſp;ritzor breath of. God, but perſecute: 
all the Prophets angteue Miniſters of God; for he hath/ 
power giventy hurtthe earth and the ſea. even to delude: 
man that yes an thefe low and changeable eſtates; but 
but yet i835 maniſcſted to:helievers for their cornfort, 


thathe, ta wit, the Divel by all his Miniſters, fhall-not 
hurt any, thing till he hattb/Aalod Gods ſeruarts ; $0 wit, 


11> $0 6% - 


the Lord ſers his mark iand-feal on bis people, that $6» 


tan cannat Uelude them.:! as by the four Anpe's is i pni* 
fied the Devil and his Miniſters, ſo by the Angel coming 
fromthe Eft, is tignified the Lord Jefus.and. his Mini- 
ters, ſor'in the Eaſt is the riſingof the Sun wheneelight 
cometh, whereby is Ggnified that in: Chrift and his Mi- 
nilters is light, and all the world lies in darknefs - And 
by /ealing Geds ſervants tn their forebeagds, is iignifyed 
that they / (hall confeſs the Lord Jetus beſore men, to 
wit, /. ind ſtedfaſt i in the Faith, intrue.iclf demal,and px. 
tience in tribulitions, {uftcring for that trurh;whichal 
the world hates. 

Verſe g. Þy the fervants of Gnd ſtanding bef. re the 
throne ai, 4 befare the Lam, is fignificd that all the tr - 


" 
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thongh that be great upon the body, yet it's bur light in 
parifo " Bbrate of God againſt fin upon 


ilk IS TOTQ: Ziligns bs 2 E Lf gi 6 22113131 | 
Crhp. 8." 1. By fileice in Heaven, underſtand, the 


bove half an hour. _ k 

Verſe 2. By ſeven Angels, underſtand, all the Mini- 
ſers of truth, and by ſeven Trumpets, underſtand cou- 
rage 2nd boldneſs and utterance , to_ declare to Fudah 
and If; act, to wit, to all profeſſours of Gods worſhip 
their fin and hipocriſy.” 

Verſe 3. By another Angel, underſtand, alſo a Mini- 
ſer of the Goſpel, by hrs jtanding before the Alter, un- 
derſtand, preaching Chriſt the only Altar, through 

bo Bbb+4 whom 
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whom all the Saints and.their prayers are offered untg 
God, and 

Verſe 4. By the ſmoak thercof going bifore Ged, un- 
derſtand, that the Saints, to wit, believers are.accept- 

cd to God through Chrift. | 
Verſe 5. By the fi erf the Alta ar caſt into the earth and wo, 
canſing thunde-ings,l hte), ings and earth qu. akes, under: that n 
ſtand, thar this true preaching of the Goſpel 1Ethe enly. Why tho 
means to make ſinners hear, and fear, and tremble.. he m: 
Verſe 7. Hereby underfiand, that when the truth is Mya f, 
preached, the Ccreadful judgmens of God fall upon. aint 
earthly minded men, and therr t: ees, or haughty minds, @\roug 
and ali green graſs, to wit, all that ſrems to.be holy and Whiltb 
religious is pulld do wn all,'or a third parc of it. Ch: 
Verſe 8. By the Sea, underſtand. chat endlels deceit- Neth 
fulnefs and wickednefs' of mans heart, upon which judg: Ee tr 
went falls like a Breat motiintain by the true Miniftry ed the 
of the Goſpel, for fal'e texchers pour out judgment up: Eregen 
6n mens aQions ; but the true Miniftery fals yponthe turn 1 
heart, from, whence all wicked aftjons proceed , and he le 
diſcover the'crucl bloody mindedneſs of men as Paulle: fore } 
clares hpw b! oody | minded ric was when he Was. Phe: Ve 
riſ e, to wit. 'a moſt ftrjct Rel! ious man.”,- of H 
Verſe g. Hereby underft nd,” that the ſame Minifiry, edink 
diſcovers that all that proceed. from this deceitful heart Woroſs 
Is wicked, yea Geadly and poyſonous, tending tt to defiru- when 
Eton, bur hereby only at<deſtroy <9. all th 
Perſe 10; 11. By the ' Star Called 1r mood, that fell atea 
from E; Four zo the Rivers ard Fourtains of W aters,by they 
the ſ.unding of the third Ar gel , underftand, that this, I dark 
Miniftry makes it'an evil and a bitter thing, to man, that Þ all ut 
he hath lived aftex his own luſts' and pleafures of the by p 
fleſh. as in Rivers of iniquity and vanity , and it only ond 
mortifies the wind to all theſe voluptuous courſes. © hire. 
Verſe 12. By th: » ſmiling of the Sun, and FAcon, and 
SIAYT, on Day ai.a Nig br, 8 $.1at 0Ne of then W; 
| i ; 
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ljht, underſtand, that-by this Miniftry, all the comforts 
hat. man can take jt any., the moſt excellent Creatures 
of God, are clearly: taken away, that man may ſet his 
keart, and eyes, and affe&ions only upon the Lord. 
J /er/e 13. By the Angel that fires through the mid hea- 
Wy, underſtand, fill a Miniſter that preaches the truth, 
hat neither medles with things'above or below,but on- 
y choſe that pertain to, the Salvation of the Soul, and 
ie makes maniſcſt that. al) , the Mnifters of the truth, 
hat follow, will Rill: declare more judgments of God 
zainft che earthly mind, that men of the world may be 
frought into humility, and the ſervants of God may. 
fillbe preſerved in meeknels andlowlinefs of ming. 
Chap. 9 v: 1. By the Stpr fallen from Heaven to the 
trthy at the ſound of the fifth: Ahpel,  underftand, that 
thertrue Minifter dilcoyers, that tome that have receiv- 
edthe heavenly DoRrine of the Goſpel, but not being 
regenerated, torreceive. it by the power o f God, -they 
turn it..into an carthly. way ,,by  apprehending it after 
be letter, . whence ariſe moſt helliſh-Hypocrites, there- 
fore he lays, -. ; 1 F, _ 
Verſe 2. He bath the keys of the bottomleſs pit, to wits. 
of Hell, - for when the-grofeſſion of the Goſpel is turn- 
edinto Hypocriſy,,,it is moſt. yile, ſo.he compares it to 
grols ſmoak, which darkens the Sur: and the Air , for 
when.Ze/74, and his grace that gives life and light and 
althe fulneſs.of Gag'to the ſoul of man, is but made as 
ateacher, to.give Jcfians and inftruQious to men what 
lbey ſhould do,and what they ſhould not doyhe is much 
larkened certajnly,,.and'his grace that teaches to deny 
al ungod{ineſs , and to live Chriftian like, doth it nor 
by precept bpt by power , for the-Kingdom of God 
5nbt þy word but, by power, . and his Kingdom in us 
litre, is to rule'in our hearts by grace, | Bp 
Verſe 3. Thercſore; he comparcs theſe Hypocrites 
lo Locyſts, a poylonous, and venermous Creatyre, wr 
| - cauſe 


— vr  % 


—— 4. 


o —_— ———— pmm__— ——_———CC 


730 . * . An Expoſition ofthe' 
caule this DoArine poylons, andchvenoms mans mind. 

Verſe 4. But prailed bethe Lord; he hath littited 
their power that they fhall hurt nothing but only thbſe 
men which have not the ſcal of God in their forcheads, WY 
Verfe'5. Andthey muſt nor kill chem, But vex then 

with pain, as if they were'fturg by 4 Scorpion; which © Ve 

pain ——_ the grief Hypocrites h#ve , one forin a M4*) 
againl{t another, but eſpecially that vexation which all MY 2% 
forms have gainſe trus6 believers, which is fo great that I'D 
they would even ſuffer Death,rhat'their f6rm' might be'il, Ve 
eſtabliſhed, hence many dies as Martyrs, that arc ohly Golds 


ftreng Hypocrites, oe 

Verſe 's.Yet death flecs from thein;to wit,the deaths ſpnif 
the righteous,which the old Hypocrite Balaam defired ONE 
as well as they, buxit flees-fram them'as fror him, for ('*" 
neither-he nor they ever knew thelife of the rightcous. {*#'t 

Verſe. Here are thele Locifts, to wit, Goſpel fly- 'Ve 
pocrites deſcribed; they are-likefYorſes prepared tobat- 
te, and av it wereCrowns on'their/heads, they arcfipht- ll th 
ing with ell:pride-and eruttty like horſes;, againf; the eG 
truth of God and his people, and they ſeem to have nd 1 
crowtis on,to wit.to eee, tw the Viftory, for they ſtop tort 
the mouths of Gods Winilters; 'and thiey put all His fers ff #7? 
vznts to all kind'of true tortnents:ind death; as Here- 966 
ticks « "But-hey'haveFaces of Men, chey make a ſhey | fide 
of Homanity, as Dirvid fairt”, They do but flatter with they 
rheir tips, and diſſewble 4n their doidhVi ke art, their words IN © 
are ſmooth as oyl; but war 1s in therr hearts + +396" "Ou Doft 

Verſe 8. And their Hair is a# rhe biir of Women, is thi 
women trim and adorn their hair to'allure1oyers , 10 its 
theſe Hypocrites pretend all delipht in' God, all love ta ſhe's 
his word and hispeople, but they dd but humble tem: 
ſelves, that the-Congregationsof Gods paor babes may 
fall into the hands of their Captains. '' | | 

Verſe 9. Here he further defcribeth their content! Many 
ous mind againſt the word of truth; cbeir habergions of = ms 
Irgn, 
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riufigutiog their cruelty ,, and tÞcir wings figuring 
heir viotence and biiſty fury, © ohh 
Yorſe'40. nnd ther tails figuring their poyſon, and 
neonctuſion heamakes it plain;thart by all this he means 
Hopocrites, becauſe he lays, © 
(Y2;#e 11." The devil whom he calls A4baddon and 
ſpolyonevena deſtroyer of Gods people is their King, 
our Saviour told them, thar they are of their father 
NT Cor | "oh NE 
Yafe 23.:By* the worce fromthe four Horns off the 
Gold Altay which is b: fore God, wndierſtand, the Mini- 
try of the Gofpelin its full power, for Jeſus is always 
ſnified by the Aﬀrar and the four ory fighifies his 
mwer ever the four quarters. of the world, and his 
mitis TolpeL ala ridings to afflicted fouls, broken 
T_ i: 0 7 gr et 
"Verſe 14" 'And his command is to-logſe the four An- 
#4-1hit art*bouthid i# the gre at River Euphrates.to Wit, 
il the power of Ancichriſt, even all falſe Preachers of 
the Golpel,. which preach it in the Eloquence of man, 
nd not-inthe power of God, for Exphrates ſEaikies Er 
lqqencs'and falſe teachers are bound, to theEloquence 
#rran, for they knowwnort the:pojer of God, and what 
111660 of reafons Ub Fafle reachers, ferch from trumane 
fiſdoms to” eonfrem their DpArine ; and thence alſq 
they feteh/a'river of motives; to perſwade their hear- 
rs to their way - but Paul to prove the truth of his 
Doftrine, tells his 'hearers, thathe.came not to them 
this worlds wifdom,, nor'in the words which it in- 
fents, but in demonfcration of the truth 8nd power of 
the'Spirit : And Gods will and commandment is, thar 
men and where Chrift preaches in his true Miniſters; 
then and there Antichriſt,even Satan the enemy ofChriſt 
muſc preach'm all his faffe, Miniſters, and fo there bo 
many Antichritts (to wit, Preachers of the Goſpel in 
humane wiſdom) -m the world , that his ſervants: may 

now 


- 
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know all the wiles ofSatan,and their faith may be made 
trrong by oppoſition and clear by tribulation :-and thar | 
all the world may be left without excuſe, becauſe there | {ner 
is ſct before them /:*e and death, and they have forſake MP" 
enthe truth , and have choſen to believe yes, rather Ve; 
than tor uſt in the Arm of fleſh,, 19:wit,;'in their ogn (0n0! 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs, then in,the.living Ged ,.anj Ci 
his free mercies.in Jeſus... + OR: 
Verfe 15. Here is ſhewed the readineſs of Hypocrite | buma 

to oppole che words.of Truth, and;perlecute the ſer- hict 
vants of God : ſecondly., their nujaber and Krengih, le W 
for they arg.magy, Roda and all. borſe. men, © _ ei 
Verſe 16, They rideon the high plares of the carth,to he 

wit, they/are liſted up,in-their minds, jeftreming them. 
{elves molb religiousrof. Men, outſtrigingall their.com-Y 52 
panions, and this height of their holiticls.liſts-up their: futhe 


minds into cruelty as Paul in his hypnerigical Religion, ihr 
Cal rd, 


door, 
mide 
of jacinth-ind brimſtone,, and the head of their borſeata 9 
be like Lions, andoue of their mou dy ment fre, aud ſia * 
ind brem[tone, whereby the thigd paxe of, men are. ain I bur 


nue 1 


7 ; 


and therefore, . 


ro wit, the ler vants Q . God are pexiecuted.to:dea cove 
their eyes, envy and cruchy, ;as - Saviourand allhis NY /** 
{ervanis heretofore haye been, and myft be to the worlds If rl 
end, as he fpreto'd to his dilcigles;. . .. 1...» his f 


Verſe 19.. That their-power is in their al : 
their alluring men into. their way, and that their tail wit, 
have heads like ſcrpents,whereby they hurr,is.ſign Its. 
that when any is converted in thei f he F 
| -Þf cart/ 

Vere 20. Here he ſhews that the reft of men which 2.3 
are formal and hypocritical as they are, and arc not and, 


perlecuted by them, are ſtill Idolaters, and da conti: iY 
| nue 
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ze in all manner of. Idolatry , to wit, hypocricy pre- 
Jiending the worſhipoſ God , when: their hearts are fet 
pon luft, pride and covetuouſnels, and 

Verſe 21. They bave heart, heardened in wiquity they 
{onot nor cannot repent of their greateſt iniquities: 

Chap. 10. v. 1: This mighty Ange! is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt who is fo cloathed with ia Cloud, to wit, with his 
Ciuman nature, and the mighty powerful DoArine 
which he preached in it, and the mighty miracles that 
ke wrought , and the great ſufferings and cruel 
(cath that he ſuffered in it,that his divinenature,where-' 
nhe is a child born unto us, a ſon given us, a Jeſus to 
is, the Chrift of God, our /nmanncd, wherein his name 
sto us wonderful, C. nicellor, the mighty God our eternal 
father and prince of peace,and where he is our /ife and 
lght, the only Mediator between God and man,our Sheep- 
herd, 4nd we his ſheep, the Vine, and we bis branches, the 
torr, and we his family that go in by it,and wherein he is 
made of God to us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and allthings 
nedful to Salvation, All rheſe things are hid from all 
the wiſe and prudent of the worid under this Cloud, 
but the Rarnbow, even the Teſtimony of Gods eternal 
covenant of mercy to his people is upon his head, h:s 
face is as the Sun, to wit, the light of his countenance 
warms and makes fruitful the hearts of his people, and 
his feet are as piliows of braſs, even an eftabliſhment to 
all bis ſervants to walk in the ways of life and truth. 

Verſe 2. And he had in his hand a little bock:open, to 
wit, the goſpel, it is always in the hand of Jefus, and 
tis open, to wit, revealed in him to all his people. and 
he put his right foct upon the ſea, and his left foot upon the 
earth, to wit, when he brings the goſpel and reveales it 
to mans ſoul , he treads down all the flood of iniquity 
and earthly mindedneſs inthe heart of man. 

Verſe 3. Andcryeth with aloud voice, as whena Lion 
Tvareth, to wit, preached the goſpel fo, as made all his 
pco- 
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people fo fear and tremble at his voice, for be preachel ſl 
4 one that had antharity. And whenhe had declaredir; 
then ſeven thundars, to wit, all his diſciples or Minifiers 
of the trath, whoare Beanergrn fons of rthunder,mtfer- 
cd thcir vouces, to wit, preached the Gofpel which they 
had received of him. Fs | 

Perſe 4. and when they had preached the Goſpel, 
Fohn was about to write, but he was forbidden from 
Heaven, for this is the Law and Teſtimony that mult be 
bound up and ſealed amonp the Diſciples, rhe Mifteries 
that are hid from all the worldly wiſe, and revealed un- 
to his babes in Chriſt only. At 

Verſe 6. And Feſw loft up his hand ts Heaven, ant 
ſwore by the great Creator of all things, that there ſhall be 
time n0 more, to wit, that all thinps of this world ſhall 
be as nothing to every detiever, © 
__ Verſe 5. When the ſevermrh Avgeb mrtereth k3 v11ce to 

wit, when the whole Myftery of God ſhall be folfiled 
in the ſouls of his people , they ſhall not regard ther 
own wildom or righteouſneſs, which are but for atitte, 
all things that are remporal ſhafl be' of -no valoe with 
them, for they ſhall pur their whole truſt in Chriſt, who 
15 their eternal wifdom and righteonſnefs, and this is de- 
clared by all the Prophets. 

Verſe 8, g. Here 7ohn is commanded to tahe the lit- 
tle book, and eat it, which is, Fohn and all true Miniſters 
are commanded to receive the Goſpel from Jefus and 
trom none other, to wit, not to preach what they have 
heard and read, or earned of men, but what God hath 
wrought intheir fouls by the Lord Jeſus, as Devid ſaid, 
Cone and I will ſhew you what God hath done for my ſoul, 
and this they do, and 

Verſe 10. It is fweet as honey in their months; They 
are excceding delighted todeclare the wondrous works 
of God, and to fet forth his praifes ; lt is their meat and 
_ drink to do the will of their heavenly.father, as it = 
wh 


oy 
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leis. But 38 8 bitter 3u their Bullies, to wit, it makes ll | 
theta men of contention, as Zerermzah laid; fortir:fers all | 

he world ir contention againft them, they muft be hat- | 

ed and perlecuted of Fews and Gent:les, profeſſours and "il 
xophanc, as Jelus was: And that this is the ateaning is ll | 
nanifeft, for that he ſaith to 7ohz, then mnt propheſy a- 
wg the People, and Nations, and Tongues, and to many 
Kmgs, for by prophelying, rs always to be underftood 
xeeaching the Golpel. 1 17% nl 
Chap.11.Then was given to me aReed,and the Angel ſaid 

nme,atiſe and menſure the Temple of God,and the altar, Wi 

ad them that worſhip therein : This is a command' or an 'Wj 
aftrution, to wit the power of God upon Fob», and Ml 
i] Miniſters of thetruth, chat they declare all theCoun- Mn 
cels of God ro his people, to give Feſw his rrue and full 
meaſure, as the Prophet did, taying he hath wrought all | 
our works in us ; for the temple of God is broken and MM; 
coarrite hearts, and the Altar is Je/z4, and the Wor- | 
ſhippers are true believers, and -che mcalſure of this tem- 
ple, to wit, of broken hearted ſinners is, that they were 
conceived and born in fin, and fid ded therein, and yer 
deluded by the Devil, to think that they have wiſdom 
«can work righteouſneſs, and that what they do in their 
tal and form of Religion is godly, and they ſhall. be 
ved, but when they are in the height of this conceitcd 
holineſs, God extols his laws vpon then, diſcovers fin 
and hypocriſy, and breaks their hearts under the fenſe 
of their ſinful nature, and there they lic, then the mea- 
lure of the Altar, to wit, of Fe» is that he gives life 
and light, he quickens them that lye dead in (in, he gives 
the knowledge of the true God unto them, and of him- 
(elf their Redeemer, which is eternal life, and he de- 
ſroys all the works of the Divel in them, and becomes 
althings to them that belongs to righteouinefs and 1al- 
atton, and he gives the ſpirit to them'to mortiſy all the 
laſts of the flxſh. and leads them in the fair ways _ 
An 
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they caſt down their Crowns, to wit,” that they deny 
| themſelves and all the righteou'neſs, which formerly 
they cfteemed and adored as gain to their 10uls,and that 
they continually praiſe God and Jeſu, that they love 
him and wait for his appearance, that chey love all men, 


of God ſhed abroad in their hearts , and not from the 


| themſelves in the preſence of God, and live in all Humi- 
| lity, Sobriety, Chaſtity, Temperance, and excceding 
1 ot Patience towards God and Man, and from the 

cnſe of the many tempt3tions of their enemies Satan, 
the world and their carnal minds, and their weaknefs to 


cr. 
Verſe 2. But the Court which 1s without the Temple, 
Caſt out, meaſure then not, for ut 18 given to the Gentiles, 
and the holy City ſhall they tread under foot two and forty 
months: Here Fohs and all Miniſters of truth, as they 


fort of the Church; that they be not loaden witirhu- 
man traditions, fo they are commanded to caſt out the 
C urt that is without the T :mple, to wit, all that arc not 
broken hearted ſinners, but Religious, Zealous, Holy 
Worſhippers, and all their worſhipping which is in bo- 
dily ations and geſture, aſter the letter of the word 
"10 which they 'call their duties , which they perform to 
[| | pleaſe God withal, and to attain to heaven by their 
- works and ways of purity as they account, and all their 
| obſcrvations, cenſiderations , conreſſions, contritions, 
and ſigns of good Chriſtians, and their hopes, and their 
good indeavours and their confederacy, and their bap” 
tiſms, and their..communions ,, and their waiting 004 
light within, and the like, all theſe arc they Ong 
c 


And the meaſure of the worſhippers, to wit, of belie. 
vers, is that they worſhip God in ſpirit and truth, thief 


even their enemies as themſclves, and all from the love 


command in the letter, from that love alfo they abhor | 


reſiſt and overcome them , they live in continual pray- 


are commanded to preach all iheſc things for the'coms: 
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Y ed to caft out as unmeaſurable iniquity, for they are gi- 


ven to Gentzles,even to thoſe that live inthe world with- 


{ out God to be exerciſed therein,” and accounting theſe 


their ways to be holineſs, they ſhall rejeR all the Coun- 
cel of God, and perſecute his people as Hereticks, that 
all his ſervants nay fuff.e for the teftimony of truth; 
and that is the time figured by two and forty Moneths, 
for when the Saints under the Altar cry, Lord how long ? 
will not thou avenge our blood on them that dw.ll on the 


earth, they were commanded to have patience till the 


r:fidue of their Brethren ,, which ſhould ſuffer for the 
ſame teftioney , ſhould be fulfilled. 


Verſe 3. But I will give power unto my two Witneſſes, 
ard they ſhall prophecy a thouſand two hundred and three-_ 


ſcore days, cloathed in Sackeloth:, By two witneſſes again, 
underftand,the faithf.IMiniſters which exalt theLaw to 
bring Judgment upon man'in the fleſh becauſe of ſin,and 
magnifie the Goſpel to deliver the condemned ſoul.,and 


lead fininers into the ways of life and truth, righteouf- 


nefs and peace, by the ſpace of time, underftand.limit- 


edtime, but that it is long being ſet forth by one theu- 


ſand two hundred end threeſcores , which is for the mag- 
nifying of, Gods mercy towards his Church, and his pa- 
tience and long ſufferance towards the veſſels of wrath, 
but alſo it is ſhort being numbred by days and not by 


oneths, as the time of the perfecution is, that his ſer- 


rants may not know how lohg theit refreſhment and 
peace in the fleſh ſhall continue, but wait every day for 
trouble and aflition, and by their being clothed un ſack- 
cloth. underftand that they moutn for the hardneſs of 
mens hearts, that fo few receive their Doarine,and the 
prace of God ſo freely tendered therein. | 

Verſe 4. Theſe are two Olive trees, and two Candle- 
fiicks ſtariding before the God of thi earth ;, By Oliot rrees, 
tnderſtand; that theſe, fo wit, the Law ahd the Gof pel, 
Sec | are 
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. no grace, tt uth, righteouſneſs and peace be given tothe 


*-pocricy out of the bottomleſs pit, even out of hell fo 
the Devil teacheth men to underſtand the Scriptures i 
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are the whoſe ſum of the Miniftry of Faithful Minifters, 
lo that every true Miniſter Preaches them both,for that 
preaching judgmentfrom the law, without mercy wouldÞſ"'© 
Grive afflicted fouls into deſpair, and to preach the Go- of 
ſpel, to wit, mercy to the ſoul, and not to eſtabliſh the 
Jaw to condemn the fleſh , would carry out men into ne 
luxurious hipocriſy, therefore his witneſſes are faid to 
be ers, receiving light from ewo Candleſftichs, which are" 
ſupplyed by thefe two Olive Branches: of which more 
is teſtified, Zachariah 4.. a HR | 
Verſe 5. Andif any man'will hurt them, fire proceedeth 
out of their mouths and deſiroyeth their Adverſaries.: By 
hurting them, underſtand live in'luft and infidelity, for 
the fire of Gods wrath is -poured out upon the luſtfulf 
mind, by the Law, and the fiery-tryal that purifies the 
- ev:0g ſouls,caſts out the unbelieving mind. tlierefore 
© laitng, "NE 6 ot F;. a q 
Ver{e 6. If anymill burt them, this mult be be.k.Uled 
how ? they ſlut Heavenyzto.wit, they decjare there ſhi 


L 
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luſtful and- unbelievers, for being thay Like not to retanl 
the knowledge of God 1n tpetr minds, he gives them kp 0 


heargneſs of beart aud vile off. tions. aid 2 inks the 
. waters into bloed , to ſmnietbe, Earth. with, all manner, 
plagues. as oft as they will, to wit, they declare that. - 
thcir righteouſneſs and zhal wherein they were delight} * 
ed, as a thirſty man is with.water, 4s no -other þyit per 7, | 


ſccuting Jeſus andall his ſervants unto blogd,and theyre 
fore all the Plagues of the book of God ſhall be upo 
them. OR is | 
Verſe 5. And when they have finiſhed their Teſtimony 
to. wit, they tcſtifying againſt the ungodlineſs of men 
which hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, then riſes vp kyl 


* 


th 
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the wiſdom of the fleſh after the letter of the word 
nd fo to pervert the word of truth, to juſtifie fuch 
a peg hipoctites , and perſecute and ſlay the fervants 
of God. 
fl Verſe 8. and their Cyrpſcs Iye in the great City to wit, 
he old and new Teſtament , wherein the law and goſpel 
re contained 3s inviſible bodies, are kept among hipo- 
ritical profeſſors, who crucifyed the Lord Jefus,there- 
ſore that great Cy which literally was called Feruſalew, 
'o wit, the Temple of peace, is ſpiritually called Sodom, 
Wd Eg yr, for thougl: Hipocrites profeſs Rejigion,they 
re ſlaves to their own Iuſts, as Sodom was, and enewies 
0 Gods people, as Egipt was, and therefore Paul calls 
t 7:7 aſalem from below, which is in bondage with her 
Children, which are all carnal and litreral profeſſors. 
Verſe 9. And they of the People and Kindreds , and 
Tongues, and Gentiles ſhall ſee their Corps three days and 
1 half , and ſhall not ſuffer theirCarkaſes to be put in. 
braves, to Wit, They ſhall exercite themſelves in the pro- 
F:fion of all obedience to the letter, and honour it as 
Mic mot excellent thing which they will not have taken - 
From them, and by three days and an half is ſignified, till 
od ſhew his power in the word, which = 
"A Verſe 10, 11. He calls the ſpirit of. life coming from 
od, and giving life to his two Witneſſes, which he ſaith 
tall be after rhe ſame time, and then they that rejoyced 
ner them and were glad, becauſe theſe Prophets that vex- 
d al! that dwell onthe earth, were(lain, to wit, when the 
Ireachers of the power of the law to condemnation, 
nd the Goſpel to ſalvation are ſilenced, that the letter 
f the word may be preached as rules of righteouſneſs, 
hen they rejoyce and are glad, and ſend prefents one 
0 another, for they rejoyce exceedingly, they can ob- 
erve theſe rules, and be very zealous, and ftrive to out 
rip one another in external holineſs, and go on in pride 
Cee2 and 
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and covetuoulſneſs,& luſt for this fair outlide of Religi- 
on will cover al!, but when God ſets them on their feet My 
again,to wit, ſends forth Miniſters that preach the word Win 
powerfully, then great fear falls upon them that ſawno Mic 
iurthe:c before, but into the letter of the word. 0; 
Verſe 12. And the witneſſes of God , or powerful 
Preachers ſtall bear a great woice from Heaven, ſaying toWth: 
them come 12 hi biryto wit, the LordJelvus ſhall give them {Wc 
power to Preach the Kingdom of Heaven; and they{Won 
{hall do fo, but in a Cloud, to wit, that ſtill the Miſte-Win 
ry of the truth be hid from all the wordly wiſe , butMph 
taeir enemics ſhail ſee them, to wit, ſhall receive theſg'« 
word and be converted. : Ithe 
Verje 13. And the ſame hor ſhall be a great earth{ple 
caakz, to wit, all their carthly mindedneſs ſhal! be de-F 
ſtroyed, 2nd the tenth part of the City ſha I fall, to wit 
all Hipocrily ſhall be deſt: oyed, and in the earth quake 
ſhall be ſlaintn ;.umb.r ſeven thouſand, that is, when tag 
earthly mind is mortified, they ſhall die to themſelves 
and live unto God,they ſhall die to the fleſh, and live i 
the {pirit, they ſhall die to luſt, and live in righteouſne 
and ſo be perfe&ly converted, for ſeven (ignifies alway 
perfection and the remnant, to wit, Gods people, fo 
they arc always called a remnant, and they live till u 
the fear of God, and give him glory. " > 
Verſe 14. the ſecond ws is pat, and the third w 
cometh anon, that which fo!!o:5 l-clares the greateſt joy 
t> Gods people, whence uniierftand, that it 1s fo muc 
greater WO to the wor'd of unbe'icvers. | 
Verſe 15. By great vorces in Heaven up3n the ſoundin 
ef the jeventh Anzel, underſtand, that the perfetion oÞ.'ve . 
21} Miniftry is to Aſcrite ail power to make of earthiive/ 
ſinners fons of God,co be theLords and hi- Chriſts,anire | 
it is byCihrilt; raign ng in their hearts, and when he tak unce 
unto him tha. Rin:dom he reigns there for ever. 


V y 


Difficult Texts in Revelation3. 741 


-Z Perſe 16, 17. And then the Prophets, and Saints f.Ml 
t p07 their faces,and worſhip God to wit, deny themlelyes 
| Zend belicvc in Jeſus, and pive praiſe unto the Lord that 
) Mic hath deſtroyed the Kingdom of Satan and Reigus in 
mans heart for evcr. 
is Ye /e 18. And the Gentiles were angry, to wit, Hea- 
oMtheniſh;minds would live in their Juſts til]; but che r5me 
n{W- come, to wit, when the Golpel is preached,then every 
/ {one muſt have his due reward ; ſor they that lie dead in 
-{Jin, muſt be judged, but the ſervants of God, his Pro - 
tEphets and Saints, and they that fear his name, ſmall and 
eg cat,muſt receivea rewarc;and then the Lord deſtroys 
Ithem that deſtroys the earth, to wit, God gives his pco- 
Yplc victory ov-r Satan, Sin, Hell, and Dzath. 
 FYeiſe 19. Thinthe Temple cf Gid was cprned in Hea- 
2197, to wit, broken and contrite hearts, which are the 
$lcmpic of God, were opened by the Miniſtry of the 
Qvord, and then it was manifeſt that God had made a 
covenant with them, in jeſus, or given Jefus for a cove- 
nant to them , and there were lightenings :nd voices and 
to.. derings, and ea:thquakes, and much hail to wit great 
tcrrour to the wicked; for the word that is a favour 
Jof life unto believers,is a ſavour of dcath unto unbe.ie- 
Yers. 
g Cyap. 12. And there appeared a great wonder in Hear 
oz, to wit, among the Saints, for they have their con- 
Jvcrſation in Heaven, to wit, in the preſence of God, 
or they believe in Jeſus, and they that believe in him , 
doth he and theFather came down and dclt with them, 
among them is ſeen a nowar cloatked w th the Sun, and 
he Afoen .nder her feet , ard upon her hed a C own of 
twelve Stars; even the Churci or People of God, whicts 
are cloarhed with the righteouſneſs of Jefus, and treads 
incer foot the worlds wiftom, which is Eguzed by tte 
Moon which hath but a borrowed light, and herCrown 
COT 1 | is 
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3s the twelve Apoſtles, which gives Teſtimony to Je'vs. 

Ve. ſz 2. Aid ſhe was with Child, and cryea, travel- 
inginB rib, aid was pained ready to be deltyer:d;, Thus 


is the ſorrow of the foul, afflited under the heavy bur- 8 ; 
den of his {im, when they are too heavy for him to bear, | : 
he cries, what ſorrow like to my ſorrow ; then the Lord i | 
the God of mercy hears his cries, as he heard the pro- Wy 
digal, he is rcady to be delivered for then the Father W , 
teveales the Son in him; | 83 
Verſe 3. And there appeared another wender in Hea- , 
ven , for beLold a great red Dragon, having ſeven heads Þ 
ard ter horns, and ſeven Crowns upon his heads : By Hea- S 
ven, underſtand the Church or Saints, as I ſaid before, C 
Þy.the Dragon, the Devil, for heis ready continually WI . 
to tempt and Celude the Saints , he defires to winnow Wl ., 
them like wheat,as our Saviour ſaid, By his ſever heads, iſ , 
ungerftand,that he is full of policy, he hath many wiles, FJ . 
for ſever ſignifies perfection or fulnefs, by ren FHrns,un-Y , 
derftand, that his malice againſt the Saints is greater {, 
then all his policy, and by his ſever Crowns, underftand, L 
that all his politick ways axe received and honoured by 3 
wicked inen 4nd hypocrites, for he is their Father, and 
his luſts will they do. | : 


Verſe 4. And his tail drew the third part of the Stars © 
of Heaven, and caſt them to the eaith : By his tail, un-y 


derſtand falſe teachers, for the Prophet that teacheth , 
ies, is the tail ; and by the third part of the Stars off _ 
' fleaven, underſtand, zealous Hipocrites, who in thei 


OWN conceits, and in the opinion of thoſe that are in thg h 
fame form with them, ſhine like Stars of Heaven, by - 
caSting them to the earth , underſtand, that by the delufÞ |, 
ſions of Satan, they underſtand all the Scriptures aftct 
their own earthly and carnal ſence; and fo perverl 
phe word, and turn the truth into a lyc. 


An 
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And the D- agon ſtocd befo; e the wom. :n,which Was Yea- 
ay tobe dc Rows ,to dev: ur ker Child when ſhe had brought. 
it forth, when this afflic ted Soul hears the Goſpel, the 
glad tydings of forgiveneſs of (ins, and falvation by free 
grace, the Devil is ready to allure man, Cither to pride 


J in his high Revelations,as Pal was,or to turn the grace 
= of: God into wantonneſs. as believers arc aecuſed to do, 
| or to make the Golpel precepts and rules for orcering 


a Chriſtian life, as zealous hypocrites do : And all theſe 
ways da as it were devour Jcfus, and make the Goſpel 


{ of no cffett. 


Verſe 5 So ſhe brought fo: th a man child, that ſhould 
rule all N itions with arodof Iron, to wit, the peopic of 
God believe in Jeſus, he is born, to wit,. revealed in 
t'em, and'they are drawn to him, and both by the Fa- 


| ther,and he muſt be the ru'er of his Church for ever.to 


deſtroy all earthly Liſts and carnal witdom' in them for 
ever, as wi:ha rod of Iron, And that her Child was tak- 
6/1 Ap u;ild God. and ts his T brone, to wit believing in Je- 
{us, i5 a myſtery hid from all the wiſe and prudent of the 
would, its a Myſtery; even Chrift in us the hope of Glo- 
ry, Satan hath b/inded their eycs, that the lipht ofthis 
glorious Goſpel ſhould not ſhine upon them,they think 
they believe ir, for they believe all things written in the 
Scripture concernins him,and fo do the Hivejs,and yet 
they account it an excellent faith, to believe in him that 
was crucyficd at Jeruſalem, and the Devils know that 
too, that Chriſt crucified at Jerutalem was the Son of 
God,and others believe in Jefus that is in all men of the 
worid and is the truc light, and yet not one of a thou- 
{and that lives in the light, o:hers have other Conceits, 
but all live in ignorance, lome in pride, ſomein drunk- 
ennefs, and ſome in one luſt fome in another, but where 
true faith is, it purifi:s the heart, it overcem's t!:E 
world, it woiks all righteouſneſs, it ſuffers all afiicti- 
CEC 4 on 
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on even to death with patience :| Therefore our Divine 
lays it's a white ſtone thatjhath a new name cngraven in 
it, which none can read but he that hath it. lt may be 
{ome will ſay, it*s Jcfus which is the Child taken up to 
God and to his throne, well, then its every Believer too, 
for he ſays that its his will, that where he is, there his 
ſervants ſhall be alſo, and it's their belicving alſo that's 
taken up with them, for they have their converſation in 
Heaven, thereforc it's a worſhiping' in ſpirit, and ſet- 
ting their hearts and aff<Qions not on things below but 
on things above, their life is hid with God in Chrift,it's 
that which neither eye hath ſeen,nor ear hath heard,nor 
heart conceived, all profeſſours ſeck for it, but they are 
firicken with blindneſs as the men of Sodom, they can- 
not find the door, it's in praying,they pray but tney ask 
amiſs; it's in prailing they praiſe , but;ir's the Idol of 
their hearts, a God that hath not taken away their ſtony 
heart, and given them a new heart and renewed a right 
ſpiric within them, an idol that cannot kill and make a- 
live, and comfort an affliged heart, it's in baptiſm,they 
are baptized, but not to death with Jeſus, that thelife 
alſo of Jetus might be manifeſted in their mortal bodies , 
It's jn mon of the body and blood of Jeſus,and 
they receive the Communion, but it*s not fellowſhip 
with the Father of lights in whom is no darkneſs , and 
with our Lord Jeſus, for they that walk in darkneſs 
have po Communion with him, ir's in believing, and 
they believe, but not in him that juſtifies the un- 
godly, that pardons fins freely, that rejeRs all the wit- 
dom and righteouſneſs of man, and teſtifies that Har- 
Tots and Publicans ſhall enter into the Ringdom- of Hea- 
yen, before the ſtrigeſt formalift in Religion, No @- 
las they cannot belieye the truth, for Satan the God of 
this world hath given them ſtrons deluſions, that they 
Mould belicye a lye - It's in working m_—_— 7 
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hey work, but not from love of God, but from Tuft, 
0 be ſeen and praiſed of men - It's not in fearing God 
nd his goodnels, bur it*s for fear of his wrath, and 
eaſt they ſhould goto Hell ; therefore they work to 
jleaſe God, but without the Mediator Jeſus, in whom 
Won he is well pleated, therefore their working is like 
; Wheel that is turned faft about all the day by the 
zinſter, and is at night no farther then where it was in 
he mornins, fo they perform their daily rask and 
heir obſervations by might with great zcal and dili- 
ence they toil as in the very fire for the vanity of their 
inind. 
Verſe 6. And the woman fled into the Wilderneſs , to 
Init, the Church, every true believer lives in the world 
Limong Lions, Wolves, Bears, and Typers, and eve- 
y wild beaft of prey; there ſhe is hated, ſcorned, en- 
Wjcd , reviled,, perſecuted , ſlandered, reproached, 
nurdered, as her Lord was, and as all her Children 
nuft be that bear the Teſtimony of ſeſus, and ſhe goes 
on amongſt them in meekneſs and patience, praying for 
them , as her Lord did ,, Father forgive them, they know 
wt what they do, and as the firſt Martyr did, Lord lay 
gut this ſin ts their charge; for here ſhe hath a place pro- 
Jiided of God, it's his good will that his fervants ſhould 
de hereby excrciſed in faith and patience - and waiting 
Wor the Lord Jeſus, and to give a Teſtimony to his name 
Jind to leave the world without excuſe, that he ſent his 
Prophets and ſervants amonſt them , and rhey have not 
bved but kated them and him in them , for this is the 
Jzreat condemnation of the world, that light 15 come 1n2- 
the world, Jefus himſelf, and in his Saints, and he 
tells them it were better for them that they were caſt into 
the Sea, with a milſtone hung about their necks, then t5 of 
fend on: of bis little ones , and yet they count they do 
bod good ſeryice when they kill them. But _ 
- gacte 
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thele wild Beaſts muſt his Church be fed , with what ? 
certainly wich bread of afflition and water of afflii- 
on, as Michaiah was by the King of Ifracl, fo are the 
fed, yet it is excellent food , it feeds to honour , for 
if they ſuffer with Jeſus they ſhall raign with him, and 
it.fceds them to eternal life, for they that die with him 
fhall live with him for ever,which is figured byore thau- 
ſand two hunared and threſcoredays , or three days and 
an half, the three days ſignifying their {i fering wit 
Jeſus, and the halfday their entrance into cternal life 
and being taken for three years and an half, which con 
tain a thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days. 
Verſe 7. And there was a battle in Heaven, Michaet 
and his Angels fought agaiiiſt the Dragon, and the Dra 
gon and hu Angels fought : By Heaven underſtand the 
Chureh or Saints as before , By 4cbael,, Chriſt, b 
his Azgels true Miniſters, the Angels of the Churches 
By the Dragon the Devil as before, by his Arge!s falle 
Miniſters that preach the word in the wiſdom of man;{c 
that this battle is between true and falſe Miniſters whic 
hath always been in the Church, as in Iſrael betwee 
true and falſe prophets, under the Goſpel, betwee 
true and falle Apoſtles, True Teachers and Chriſt 
them always contending to defend the true dodrine 
Jaid in the promile, rhe ſeed of the woman ſhall break thi 
head cf th? Serpent , delivercd to ,the Saints from thi 
beginnings, the DoArine of free grace, that Chrift ſhal 
work all our work in us, they would know nothing 1 
in the Church nor in the hcart of man, but Chriſt an 
him crucified , and man ſuffering and dying with him 
Halfe teachers and Saran in them contend to pervert the 
word, and turn the truth into a lye,. and trouble the 
Church makingall the word precepts, lines, rules, lc 
{ons, and inftruions and mans Salvation to depend up 
. on his obedience to them; the firſt exalts God ny 
ſt 
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free grace in Jeſus; the latter extols- mans Wiſ- 
doin, Care; Diligence, Holincls, Zz=al and Righteoul- 
nefs... 

Ve)/e 8. But theſe falſe Iiniſters prevailed not , 
(praiſed be God ) zeithcr was their plice found any 
more in Heaven , to wit, among the Saints, they will 
not receive: that Doctrine ,, they Rand ftedfaſt in 
the faith, which is their ſhield to refift Satan till he 
fl 

"Verſe 9. And the great Dragon that old Serpent cal- 
| id the Devil and Satan was caſt out, which diceiveth all 
the worid,ke was caſt out into the earth and his Angels were 
caſt out with him, to wit, falle minifters by Satans delu- 
lions find place with unbelievers, eartnly minded, unre- 
| generate men, which receive the word after the wildom 
of man, according to the letter, and worthip God in 
outward hypocritical appearances, Actions and Ge- 
ſtures of the Body ,, oblcervations and conſiderations 
of their own carnal mind, and receive their Teiti- 
mony from the letter without and not from the {pi- 
rit within ; Thus all the World are deceived by them : 
But that very ſmall Remnant which God hath re- 
lerved. 

Verſe 10. This vitory gives the Saints great joy, 
and fils their mouths with a new fong, cven Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to God and his Chriſt, that the King- 
com of God and power of Chriſt lives 1n their hearts, 
and Satan ard his falle Miniſters that accuſed them for 
Hereticks in Do&trine and eentiouy: in Converſation is 
caſt out. 

Verſe 11. And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, even faith in Feſus which cleanſeth them from 
all futhineſs of the fieſh , and by the word of their Te- 
ſitmony , to wit, by ticking cloſe to the truth of the 
word of God which {anAtfics the Soul , as our Savi- 

our 
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our prayed for them ; SanRtific them through thy 
truth, thy word is truth: And they loved not thir 
Ives unto the Death, to wit they ſuffered frecly for 
the name of Jeſus. Theſe are the three things where- 
in the Saints evercome all, even faith, truth and pa- 
tienee. This is their ſpiritual armour. 


Verſe 12. Therefore rejoyce ye Heavens and ye that : 


awelt in them;, By Heavens (till underſtand Saints, and 
by dwelling in them, their ſticking cloſe to the pro- 
miſe. Wo to the Inhabitants of the E.rth and of the 
Sea, to wit, Hypocrites, that are earthly minded, as 


our Saviour cryed often wo to you Scribes, Phariſees, | 


Hypocrites, and by the Inhabitants of the Sea , under- 
ſtand, men that live in their luſts ſor they are always 
compared to Rivers and raging Floods , and Waves 
of the Sca and the like, and wo is to them, for the 
Dewil is come to them, and hath great wrath, know- 
ing that he hath but a ſhort time, here is the power of 
the Devil manifeſted in man; that man hath preat 
wrath eſpecially in matter of Religion , though he 
be patient in temporal things. It is contrary with a 
ttue Believer , though he be paſſionate in other mat- 
ters, yet he is excceCing patient in ſuffering for the 
Truth. | 

Verſe 13. And when the Dragon ſaw that he was caſf 


into the earth, he perſecnted the woman that had brought | 


forth the man child : To wit, he ſtirred up all earthly 
unregenerate men of all ſorts againſt the Church, the 
people of God ; as David cries out, why d:d the Hea- 
then ſo furiouſly rage together , and the Fews imagine 4 
vain thing, Why do Kings and Rulers ſet themſelues a- 
gainſt the Lord and his Chriſt? Hence is holden forth 
the Church or true Believers are always Sufferers, Hy: 
pocrites and lyſtfyl perſons are perſecuters, {tirred vp 


þ va tan, 
/ Verſe 


SS. > ok. ir. | 
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Verſe 14. But to the Woman was given two Wings of 
a great Eagle that (he might fiy into the Wilderneſs to 
her place, By the Wings, underſtand , the word of 
truth, or truth of the word which is a Myſtery unto 
the world, whereby Believers are hid from men, 


 prophane perſons account them ſuperſtitious, to wit, 
J more religious then needs, hypocrites account them. 


licentious, to wit, little regarding Religion, fo they 
are amongſt us as in aWilderneſs amongſtWild Beafts, 
and it is their place, for they muſt ſuffer and be con- 
formed to their head, and there they are fed as is de- 


Y clared, Verſe 6. 


Verſe 15. And the Serpent , to wit, Satan, caſt 
out of his mouth, 'water like a flood after the Woman, 
that he might cauſe her to be carried away of the 
flood; By this feed underftand , forms of Religion, 
which are as little of worth as water ſpilt upon the 
ground , but are fo many that they arc like a flood, 


- i but the woman, to wit, the Church is. not carryed, 


is not moved by them, they are all ftrongly Religi- 
ous, but ſhe regards them not, for its in outward ap- 
pearance only. 

Ve-ſe 16. But the earth holy the woman , opened 


if ber mouth and ſwallowed up tie jiood , which the Dra- 


£or. caſt out of his month, to wit, earthly minded men, 
run into various forms of Relipion as faſt as they can be 
invented. | 

Verſe 17. Then the Draron was wrath with the 
Woman, and weit and made War with the remnant of her 
ſced, wiich beeps the commanament of God, and hath 
the Teſtimony of Feſiu Chriit, to wit, when Satan hath 
raiſed up many forms of Religion, he is in them all 
fighting againſt the Servants of God, for they that 
aye a form of Religion , alwaics reſiſt the apo 
an 
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and contend againſt, yea hate and perſecute the Ser- 
vants of God, which keep his commandment, which 
he commanded all , ſaying, Th: zs my beloved ſon in 
whom I] am well pleaſed; hear him , and th:y have the 
Teſtimoney of Feſus, who faith, thine they were, and 
thou gaveſt them me, aid they have loved me, becauſe I 
cane out f. om thee. 

Verſe 18. And I ſto. d on the S:a ſand; Hereby is 
figured that the Miniſter of the Truth ſtands Upon. 
ſolid Ground , but while he lives in this world , the 
raging. ſwelling of iniquity are, near him, he {ces 
them and is grieved, as righteous Lot vexed his foul 
to {ce the filtiry converſation of the Sodomites. . ' My 

Cha), 13. Verſe I. And I ſaw a Beaſt r:ſe out of 
the Sca. having ſeven heads and ren Horns, and npon 
his Horns tw: Crowns , and upon his heads the names of 
Blaſphemy , By a Beaſt riſing out of the Sex, under- 
ſtand, that out of that Sca' of in:quity that is in the 
heart of man ,, role up Cain, an Hypocrite that 
Worſhipped God with duc, Gacrifices as he was taught 
by. his Father, but had envy. and murder in his hearr, 
this Hypocrite, as our Saviour ſaith, was a Child of _ 
the Devil , and fo heiis-here deſcribed to be very like 
him, he hath ſeven H: ads , to wit, H'pocricy is full O} 4, 
of Policy, and ten Horns, that is he hath more envy 28 
and bitterneſs againſt the .Saints of God, and ren Y/ 
Crowns upon lis Ho;ns, to wit, his bitterneſs againſt W;# 
the Saints, is honoured of men for great zeal and Nr 

godlinels , his killing the Saints is counted good fer- 1, 
vice to Gad:: BY bl. ſpheniy HP071 kis heads. undocr- Pit 
ſtand , all his invented forms and holy ways of Reli- 
gion are blaſphemy againft God. 

Verſe 2. And the beaſt whith I ſaw was like a Leo- 
part ; The Hypocrite is ſpoited with ſpots of wicked- 


nefs 
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jeſs that cannot be' fcoured out with Niter and much 
Gpe', his feer like a Bears feer , he ſtamps vpon and 
cruſhes to 'Death all the Saints of God ; For they 
have all ſuffered by Hypocrites; and his mouths like 
e month of a Lyon; when the Lion roars all rhe 
' Wbcafts of the Forreft tremble, ſo 'the Hypocrite or- 

ins Laws to bring all Gods' people to deftruRion; 
 Wſhus he fits in 'the Throne of Satan and uſeth his-paw- 
Wer and great authority. The Throne of 'Satan is'to 
 {ruife the*heel of Jeſus, even to tempt the Saints:, 
Ind his power and great Authority is to, perſecurt 
| Ethem to Death, and the Hypocrite is his vaſlal 'to-Yo 
- Mill that. 


K Ver/e35. and] ſaw ore of his hends wounded as to 
Death, to wit , when the Lord drowned all the 
World becaufe of ' Hypocrily being grown to'ſfueha 
height, * that the Godly: feed which arc-ealted the Sotis 
of God, had marryed the Daughters of -men; ad 
fo ot ra the Worſhip of God into humane policy, 
Hypotricy*feemed to'be beheaded , when:there was 
none reſerved but righteous Noah: but his deadly won) 
vas bealed; to wit, hypocricy was revived in Cam; 
| 4nd {ll thewworld woridred and followed the Beaſt, the 


2100, | 


Verſe 
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Verſe 4. And they worſhipped the Dragon that gay 
power to the Beaſt , to wit, this their Religion: whicl 
they account the Worſhip of God, is the,Worſhix 
of the Devil , who hath taught them to make ſuc 
a ſhew of Holineſs, as the Scribes and Phariſce 
ſaid they were the Sons of God, but our Saviou 
told them ,, they were of their Father the Devil , anc 
the Phariſce thanked his God, to wit, the Devi 
\ that he was not ſinful as other men ; it muſt need 
be the Devil that made him think himfelf fo , for 
God teacheth man to know himſclf to be but man 


and ſets all his iniquities before him ; : 

Aid th:y worſhip the Beaſt , ſaying , who 1s liks che 
w1to the Beaſt, who is able to. war with him ,- tO wit GC 
every Hypocrite honours his own rorm of Religih®? 
On, . ſaying, there is none fo aprecable to. the truth, 
of Gods Word, he dare prove it fo out of the ha 
-SCriptures. | Ws erc 
"IS - Wer 
\, Verſe 5. And there was given a mouth that ſpake Fai 
great things and Blaſphemics , + | f 


Verſe 6. And power to do thus two and fort Months, [pa 
to. wit, as long as the World endures the ;Hypo- 
Crite ſhall have the honour .-amongſt men , and the 
fervants of God go. ſhall in' Sackcloath, for their for- 
ty two Moneths, and the thouſand two hundred and 
threeſcore days, and three years and an half are 
all one time. ; 

; 


Verſe 
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Verſe 7. Here is plainly ſhewed that hypocriſie muſt 
reign and deſtroy the Saints as long as the worlden- 
(ures. | 


pocrites,.. tO wit; religious in outward appearance, 
but. the Saznts, whoſe Names are written in the Lambs 
Book of. Lafe, and they ſeem not religious at all, for 
they bear the Image of the Lord Jeſus, and his vi- 
ſage was ſo ſpoiled, there was no beauty in him, that when 
- Wc was ſeen, he ſhould be deſired. 

Verſe g. If any manbave anear, let him hear. This 
ſenifies that every one ſhould hear not what mans 
Jiſdom ſpeaks, but what the Spirit ſpeaks to the Chur- 
;Mches; and no man can hear fo, except he whoſe Ear 
+MGod hath opened; and whoſe Heart he hath humbled 
: Wto receive the Truth. 

Verſe 10. Here is ſignified that the Hypocrite ſhall 
(ave judgment according to the cruelty he hath ex- 
erciſed upon the Saints. and that the Saints ſhall ſuf- 
fer as long as they live in this world to exerciſe their 
AM faith and Patience. 

Verſe 11. And Thbcheld another Beaſt comme up out 
of the earth, which had two borns like the Lamb , but he 
/ WM pake like the Dragon. This Beaſt is the Hypocrite un- 
der the Goſpel, which profeſleth to believe in Jeſus, 
«MY but he ſpeaks not meekly like Jeſus, who ſaid, zt be- 
MI boved him to ſuffer, that the Scriptures might be fulfilled ;; 
but he ſpeaks like the Dragon, that faith, 7 am great, 
I ought to ſpeak_, who 1s Lord over me ? 

Verſe 12. And he did all that the firſt-Beaſt could 
do, and hecauſed the Earth, and them that dwell there- 
in, to worſhip the firſt Beaſt, whoſe deadly wound was 
healed; that: is, the Hypocrite under the Goſpel , 
-M cauſeth all to be zealous = obeying the Law; 

D 


43 


Verſe 8. Andall that dell on theearth will be hy- - 


753 An Expoſition of the 
2s the falſe Apoſtles muſt needs have keeping 
of the Law joyned to Faith in Chriſt, that no man 
he ſaved by free Grace, but upon condition of 
Obecience; yea they make the Goſpel a Law, man 
uſt repent, believe , be baptized, recetiye the Sa- 
crament, Pray , Cc. all as Duties, not as gifts of 


God, operations of his Grace, fruits of ' his Spirit, | 


all cheir Religion relies upon Do the and live, which 
is the word of the Law. 

Verſe 13. And he did great wonders , ſo that he made 
fre come down onthe earth in the ſight of men; all the 
wonders that the Hypocrite works is fire; he hath a 
fery ze!, and this he accounts to be very keavenly, 
aid by this he murders, atll:itts, or imprifons, or 0- 
therwiſe puniſheth and tormenteth the Saints. 

Verſe 14. By this great ſhew of fiery zeal, he de- 


ceiveth men, and cauſeth them to exerciſe the ſame 


hypocrilie , which is making the Image of the Beaſt 
which had hus deadly wound healcd. 
 Verſei5. A,dit waspermuted him to give a Spirit to 
the Image of the Beaſt ; this is no other than to account 
that their external legal obedience is the trne ſpiritu- 
al worſhip of God, and ſo make way for this fire, 
that all that will not acknowledge it to be ſo; ſhall 
be burnt for Hereticks. 

Verſe 16, 17. And he makes all people of all ſorts to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their forthead, 
that none may buy or fell except he have the Mark, or 
Name of the Bealf,, or the Namver of hs Name. BY 
tuying and ſelling, underſtand exerciſe Religion ; for 
Lieit Retlivion. 152 bargaining with God; //72e/ com- 
P:ained that they had praycd and taſted ſeventy years, 
and Gcd regarded them not ; they will not as much 
25 ſhut a door for nothivcg, they will have wages for 
their wor! ard grumble if any receive a frce gift, as 
OUF 
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our Saviour fhews.in Parable; and they ſay conſtanr- 
ly, they walk carefully, zealouſly, &c. to get Faith, 
and get Chriſt, and get the Spirit, &c. 

Verſe 18. Here i wiſdom, let him that hath wit count 
the uumber of the Beaſt, for it & the number of 4 man, 
ard it ts fix hundred ſixty ſix. This is the Mark; God 

W granted unto man fix days to work in, and he made 
a ſeventh day for man to reſt from all his Labors,and 
ſerve his God ;, ſo the number of a man is to work z 
out; ſo he hath ſix in a threefold dimenſion, he will 
work to pleaſe God with all, even in a hundred ways 
of Zeal, in a hundred forms of Religion, but he 
will not celebrate a day to the Lord, a day to ceaſe 
from all his o.vn works, and attend to the work of 
God upon his Soul, he-cannor attain to the ſeventh 
' day, de cannot believe that he may enter into the 
- reſt of God, much leſs can he attain to ſeven times | 
 Wfven, the Jubilee of God, to releaſe all that are in- 
lebted to him, and the Land that is morgaged 
to him/, and ſet his bond-ſervent at liberty, and 
kt theiearth reſt, and get neither Hay ner Corn,and 
et the beaſt reſt from all labours, that he may live 
1 only by the free gift and grace of Gcd ; therefore 
toil he muſt all his days in the very fire through this 
ranity of his Mind, and as he loved not to forgive 
athers treſpaſſes, the heavenly Father will not for- 
Ive him, but deliver him to the Gaoler till he pay 
the utmoſt farthing. 
Chap. 14. This 1s a glorions Chapter , the firſt 
Verſe ſhewing that Chritt the Lamb of G2d is in his 
Charch with his Saints, who have his Fathers Name 
iriteen in their forcheads, to wit, to give all glory 
bvGod before the face of ail men. 
The next four Verſcs {et {orth theſe S21irts, that 
heir praiſing God is terrible ro the rricked world, 
Ddd2 Ver le 
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Verſe 2. As preat Waters and Thunder , but plea- 
fant to all the Saints, and in the ſight of God as the 
. Muſick of Harpers. 

Verſe 3. And anew Song, which none could learn but 
they wio arc bought from the earth , which ſignifies 
that none can give Praiſe to. God alone, but the 


Saints ; for all others are praiſing their Wiſdom, | 


Zeal , Care ,, Diligence , Watching , and- the like; 
for theſe cannot be joyned together : either God muſt 
be all, or elſe they rob him of his glory,-and attri- 
bute his praiſe to graven Images, even to their con- 
ceited holineſs ; but the Saints are wholly ſeparated 
from theſe things, they ſee unrighteouſneſs intheir 
holy things, and account them loſs and dung; which 
is ſignified , 

Verſe 4. By being Virgins, not defiled with women, 
and by following the Lamb in all his ways; for Jeſus at- 
tributed all to God, ſaying, There 1 none goood but 


one, even God; and again , that he did nothing but | 


what he had feen with the Father. | 
Verſe 5. Therefore their Months are found without 
guile , and they are without ſpot before the Throne of 
God, | 
Verſe 6. By Angel, underſtand a true Miniſter © 
God; by Mid-heaven , underſtand preaching the 
Truth, and nothing either above or below it; by 
_ everlaſting Goſpel, underſtand that it is the ſame which 
was preached to Adm when he had firſt ſinned,which 
is now Chriſt being come in the fleſh,- and ſhall be to 
the worlds end, ſo that the Promiſe, The Seed of the 
Womar ſhall break, the Serpents head, contains as much 
25 our Baptiſm, and Communion, and Faſting, and 
Feaſting, and Sacrificing or Offering up our ſelves 
to God, and whatever is done as to our righteouſnels 
and ſalvation z, for he 1s all theſe things tous, _ 
ut 


nk W—_ ee 3 <2 


mW ww mm-.HOfvQ 


nn Ku © Wweo 


has ka tot nas ts A ad tf freed ot Ibgy —m_—_ => 


_ Difficult Texts tit Revelations. 757 


but our planting into him, and abiding in him, as he 
ſhews by bis Parables, and prays for us to the Father, 
that we may be one as they are one, and one with God in 
ut i him. 
'S Verſe 75. And this preaching 1s but to bring us to 
ic I fear and glorifie God the Creator of all things; and 
, E when this Goſpel is preached, it brings Judgment 
2; upon the world becauſe of unbelief; therefore Fobr 
it 8 3apt:#t the ſirſt Preacher of ir, ſaid, Now #5 the Axe 
I- Ef laid ro tbe root of the Tree, &c. Aud Jeſus himſelf 
1- Wl faith, For Fudgment am I come into the world; and a- 
d gain, If I had not come, they had had no ſim, but now 
Ir have they no cloak, for their ſin; for this is the condemn-:- 
nf tion of the world, that light is come into the world, and 
men love darkneſs rather than light. | 
M Perſe $.The next thing a true Minifter preacheth, 
(- © is that Hypocriſie is. deſtroyed 1n the hearts of them 
 F that receive the Goſpel; for Hypocriſie is commonly 
© figured by Babylon or :Edom, and cannot be rooted 
out of mans heart but by Faith in Jeſus. * 
tt Verſe g.- Here is the third Angel, or the third thing 
f © that a true Miniſter preacheth, That whoſoever wor- 
ſheps the Beaſt, or his Image,” or receives his Mark or 
IN bis Name in his hand or tis forehead, that is, whoſoe- 
Nl ver thinks that his obedience to any Precepts or Ex- 
Jl bortations m the Law, : or 'under the Goſpel, can a- 
nl vail any thing to his ſalvation, and doth not believe 
bY that every Soul is ſaved- freely by Jeſus, waen he is 
0 dead in fin, and fo unable to do any good thing, or 
well-pleafing to God, and that all obedience is the 0- 
peration of that grace; the effect of that love, the 
fruir of his Spirit'given to us to mortifie our ſinful 
natuie, aud lead us into all Truth; that Soul that 
knows not thefe things by believing, | 
Verſe 10. Shall dari th the Wine of Gods wrath, ara 
=: Ded 3 | 


757 An Expoſition of the _ 
be rorme«.ted in fire and brimtone in the fight of the hol) 


Angels aid of tle Lamb. 

Ferſe 11. Ad the ſioke of their torment ſhall «(- 
cend for cer, ond they [liall have noret day nor night. 

Verſe 12. HB. re 1s the patterice of the Saints, here are 
they that keep the Commands cf God, and the Faith of 
Fejus, to wic, They behold this miſery of the wick- 
ed, and rejcyce in their ſufferings, and give - praiſes 
to God and the Lamb for ever. | 

Verſe 13. Hence the Miniſters cf Truth are com- 
manced by a voyce frem Heaven , to wit; by the 
Word ct God, ro declare that it is eſtabliſhed for 
ever as a thing that 1s written, that they are fully 
blciied which die in the Lord, to wit, which die to 
tin by faith in Jeſus; for they ſhall be raiſed alſo with 
hi, rney ſhall kave thei part in the firſt Reſurrection, 
ard tie ſecond Death, (to wit, the torments of the 
wicked under the wrath of Ged )) ſhall have ro power 
ove; thum: for they reſt from their labours , and their 
works follow them; to wit ,, 'they, come freely from 
faich, and grace, and Love,, and the holy Spirit, g1- 
ven rhem of God, and are not. wrought to get faith 
and grace,e, This is the Teſtimony of the Spirit in 
ail ;h: Word of God:It”s flefhly wiſdom that perverts 
the Wecrd, and turns the Truth intoa Lie; when 
m2n underſtands the Word any otherway, /er himle 
Arthema Aaranathathat teacherh ſo. 


and upon it eae ſuting like unto. the Son of (man, with a. 
Cromn of Gold rpom bis head, and in his hand ajharp 
Sicle. By a Cload, underſtand ſtill the. hiding of 
theſe My ſterics from the worldly wiſe ; By white, un- 
Geritand thet they arc for the peace of his Seints ; by 
rhe ſharp Scle, Nis teaching, that was with authority ; 
by his Crew? «f Gold, underſtand that Jeſus alone 
| pre- 
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prevailed-to overcome all enemies, and bring his 
Saints to Salvation, | 

Verſe 15. And arother Angel came out of the Tem- 
ple, &c. underſtand by this Angel, and the next , 
which came out of the Temple, true Miniſters, who out 
of broken hearts and aftlicted fouls pray earneſtly 
unto Jeſus to work his great work for falyation of tie 
world. © | | 

Verſe 16. The firſt prays that his Ele: mizht be 
brought to the knowledge of the Truth through all 
the Earth, and Feſus performs it. 

Verfe 17. The «thr had power over the fire (its Pu- 
rifying and refining. fice ) that che Cluſicrs of 19? 
Vineyard m-y be gather: d, even thole few grapes that 
2re found among the branches, after the vintaec; 
and Jeſus performed it. and caſt all ethole Vines 7:19 
the great Winepreſs of Gods wrath ,, to wit, that ii2ſh 
and blood, with all the Luſts and Aﬀe tions of it, 
might ve deſtroyed in-his Saints, that their Faith may 
be purified by this fiery Trial, and their Souls fanCli- 
tied by the blood of Jeſus, by ſeffering with him. 

Verſe 18. And the Wine preſs was treden without the 
City ;, the mortification of tie fleſh is in this world, 
before that they enter into the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and it is done perfe<tly ; for the blood runs down 172 2 
deep fivod that reaches to .the horſe bri.iles, to wit, 10 
puil down all their ſtrength and ſwiftnels ; for rhe 
Horſe is a Creature endued with ſtrength and {peed ; 
and therefore hereby is fignred the deſtroying felt- 
confidnce; and tier fivifcnels, as the Prophet faith, 
that they ſit con by the ſow miters of Shiloh, and re- 
Jaye at in tize ſtrong ard. ſroift ſtirexms of the F yP: 2.:72 
River Nilus. By a thonſ.ind and fix hundred far'o: 71, 
underſtand that tree grace ſeparatcs a Believer tar 
from his Sin, eyen to the hatred of his 0.91 Soul ke- 
cauſe of $.n. Dd4J 4. Cb 1p. 
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| Chap. 15. verſe 1. And I ſaw another Sign in Hea- 
ven, to wit, a Miracle or a ſtrange thing to man, in 
the Church, ſeven Angels, having the ſeven la$T Plagues 


for by them it fulfilled the wrath of God; towit, 


all the Miniſters of God declaring all his Judgments 
againſt Sin and Hypocriſie ; for by Angels is always 


meant true Teachers, and by Sever, all, or fulnefs, | 


or perfection , and by Plagues, the Judgments of 
God. y SPE 1 
Verſez. And TI ſaw asit were a glaſſie Sea mingled 
with fire, and them that had gotten the vittery of. the 
Beaſt and of his Image, and of his ark, and of the 
number of his Name, ſtand on the Sea of. Glaſs, havm 
the Harps of Gid. By the Sea of glaſs mingled wit 
fire , underſtand Faith in Jeſus, which is Targe and 
inconceivable to the wit of "man as the bottomleſs 
Sea, but clear and bright as glats, and likewiſe ſlip- 
pery as glaſs, that none can ſtand on it, but the 
Saints ; and its mingled with fire, for they that live 


in it, do live with God, who is a. conſuming fire ; 


but the Saints that have overcome the Bealt, &c. to 
wit, denied themſelves, and all'the help, wiſdom and 
Ti2hteouſneſs of man, do ſtand on this Sea, (to wit, 
live by Faith) having the harps of God, to wit, being 
hiled with joy in believing, 

Verſe 3. And they ſang the Song of Moſes the Ser- 
vant of God, and of the Lamb, to wit, they magnili- 
ed his judgments delivered by Moſes, and praiſed 
him for his Mercies poured upon all Nations through 
- asin the words following, verſe 4. is mani- 
elt. | 

'V. 5. Ard T looked, and behold the Temple of the Ta- 
bernacle of teflimory was open in Heaven. By Heaven,{till 
uviderſtazd the Saints, and by Temple,their broken and 
Conttite hearts for there is the Tabernacle of T efti- 

| wo'y 
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nony, A Certain witneſs unto the power of God, that 


hath broken down their.pride, and wakened them our 
of ſecurity, diſcovered their ſin, laid them under 
ſudgment, and likewiſe there is a full teſtimony of 


This Mercy in Jeſus, that quickned them when they 


were dead in fin, and made them of ſinners ſons of 
God, and became all thirigs to them. that was neceſſa- 


ry both to righteouſneſs” and falvation; thus is the © 


Temple of the Tabernacle open #n them, and in no other ;; 


Efor toall other theſe things are hid,. although ſome 


have heard of them, and can talk of them, but be- 
ing not the work 'of God upon their ſouls, they do 
but ſteal the Truth from their Neighbour. | 
Verſe 6, And the ſeven Angels came out of the Tem- 
pe (to wit, true Miniſters that are well experienced 


Jin theſe works of ,God, come to preach the ſame, 


Ll 
OH 


that every man may hear the wighty works. of God, 


as they I that heard the Apoſtles preach, when the 


{Holy Ghoſt tame down 'upon them; And they had 


the ſepen Plagnes, to wit, as they preach out of expe- 
rience all the gracious works of God's Mercy t6 the 
Soul, ſo have they as good experience to declare all 
the Judpritents of God upon {the fleſh, and allth 
luſts and affections of it, that as the,new man gro 
and increaſes in the ffkrength of God in, their inner 
man ſo the old man* may be mortified dayly by the 
Croſs of Chriſt in their outer man ; ſo theſe Angels 
are Scribes well inſtrufted, tothe Kingdom of God, and 
bring out of their treaſures things cld and new ;, and they 


J are cloathed in bright Linnen (to wit, the righteoul- 


neſs of Jeſus, and their breaſts girded with golden gir- 


J des, to wit, theyare ſo eſtabliſhed in the Truth,that 


they will not ſhrink from it, but will declare it all 
and fully toll people, 
ES A Veſer.. 
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Verſe. 5. A.a one of the four Beaſts gave unto the ſe 
ven Angeis ſeven golden Yials full of the wrath of Gog 
which lwveth for evermore. 'ByY the four Beaſts, is tc 
be underſtood the four Evangeliſts ; ſo that the mean 
Ing is, that by the true knowledye of the Goſpel 
every true Miniſter knows all the judgments of Godf 
againſt all fin and hypocriſie, and daily preach the 
fame ; for the Mercy of God cannot be rightly ad 
miniſtred to the Soul, but Judgment muſt alſo be 
poured out upon the flzſh. . 
Verſe 8. And the Temple ( to wit, .Gods People ) 
was full of the ſmoke of the glery of God, and of hy 
ower, and no man_ was able to enter intothe Temple till 
the ſeven Plagues of the ſeven Angels were fulfilled, to 
wit, no m3n-can receive the Mercies of God rill the 
fleſh be crucified, and the carnal mind mortified. & | 
Coap. 16. verſe 1. And 1 heard a great voyce out of Lo 
the Temple. ſaying to, the ſeven; Angels, Go your ways, Wo! 
poure out the vials of the wrath of God upon the Earth. . 
This is no other but a Command and, Commiſſion 0 Pri 
vento all rrue Miniſters to Preach the Goſpel ; forr: 
as it.is a favour of life to eternal life to the Believer, ſc 
ſoit isa favour of death to eternal death to the earti-Wpre 


Sa... | = [4 
 PFerſe 2. And the firſt} powred out his vial upon: theſſPa 
Earth, and there fell a noyſam ang grievous Sore upon thele 
men that had the Mark, of the Bea#t, and upon themWYin 
which warſhipped his Image. By preaching the Goſpel, ſup 
carnal minded men, or ,Profeſſors are -brought to 
know what a ſore and grievous Evil it is to, have con-Fev. 
 fidence in their-own wiſdom and righteouſneſs, which] ju 
1s the Mark and Image of the Beaſt. | Te 
. Ferſe3. And the ſecond Angel poured out his Vial up-fj to 
0 the Sea, to wit, Preached the Judgments -of God G: 
againſt them that live in their luſts and fleſhly mu 
| AUTres, 
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which is as 2 Sea of Iniquity, and it became as the blood 
Mf a dead man, and every living thing d1cd in the Sea, 
afiio wit , by receiving the Goſpel , all mans ſinful 
courſe become as filthy unto him as a. dead mans 
blocd ,, and all his Life in that way is found tobe 
Bleath to his Soul, ſo that be- abhors himſelf becauſe 
Mef ſin, when he fees this glory of God, as-Fob did. . 
Verſe 4. And the third Angel pared out his vial np- 
for the rivers and fountains of water, and they became 

Hood ( he that taſteth how good: and - gracious the 


Micſhly delights and earthly pleaſures, which were as 
[fountains or rivers of comfort to. him before, are 
now become as loathſom to his Soul'as Blood to 
drink on. | = ; 
| Verſe 7. And I heard the Angel of the waters ſay, 
fWLord, thouart juſt, which art,” and which waſt , and 
5, holy, which judge/t theſe things.  _— : 
1 Ycrſe6. For they ſhed Yhe blood of the Saints and 
-MProphers, and therefore haſt thou given them blood to 
rf drizh, for they are worthy. By the'\ Angel of the wa- 
ers, underſtand a reue Miniſter of the Goſpel which 
-Fpreacheth, that in the: hearing of faich the Spirit is 
ziven,.and not through the work of 'the Law, as 
Pl did ; for by Water the Spirit is figured ; and fo 
Flere is declared that he which preacheth the Goſpel 
ſin the Spirit, magnifieth God in all his Judgments 
[upon the:fleſh, and fleſhly or earthly mind. 
ol Yerfe 75. Ard I heard another out of the Sanftuary ſay, 
1-© ever ſa Lord God Almighty ,, true and righteous are thy 
NY judgmenrs.' By the Santtuary , underitand the Lord 
Jetus; for he is the. holy place, and place of refuge 
-F 0 all his People when their ſins are diſcovered, and 
UF God the avenger. of blood is purſuing them in his 


- j1Cgments 3 hence is teſtihed that every Miniſter that 


Lord 1s, by believing or receiving the Goſpel, all his . 


preacheth * 
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preacheth Chriſt truly, juſtifies God in all his Jude- | 


ments. 
\ Verſe 8. And the fonrth Angel poured out his vial up- 
on the Sun, and it 'was given him''to torment men with 


heat of fire. | 


Verſe g. And'men boyled in great heat , and Laſphr- | 
med the Name of God, which hath power over theſe great i 


Plagues,and they .repented not to give him glory. By this 


Angel pouring out his vial npon the Sun, underſtand | 


preaching the judgments of God upon all natural 
Light, and ſo reproving hypocriſie, the knowing of 


Chriſt after the fleſh, and underſtanding the Goſpel | 


after the Letter, which is all that mans wiſdom can 


reach to, and this ſtirs up hypocrites into burning | 


heat to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, accounting 


it the moſt perfect righteouſneſs of God, and there- þ 


fore they repentnot,but blaſpheme Gods Name, and 
give him not the glory, but glory in their own con- 
 ceited holineſs. 


' Verſe 10. And the fifth Angel poured out his vial up- 


on the Throne of the Beaſt, ( to-wit, the Miniſter of 
the Goſpel preaches againſt-all Forms of Religion, 
all outward: appearing holineſs and zeale ; for hy- 
pocriſie is the leaſt, and it conſiſts in theſe things, in 
theſe is its glory ; for hypocrites do all to be ſeen 
or heard of men.) And his Kingdom waxed-dark. (to 


wit, appeared to be void of the light of God), to all | 


thePeople of God. ) Andthey.gnawed their tongues for 


ſorrow ( to wit, they were-ſo grieved that their ex- | 


ternal. holineſs ſhould not be had in honour, that 
they talk and write againſt the ſervants of God; and 
complain of them to Magiſtrates, and ſtir up Kings 
and Rulers againſt them, thus they exerciſe the ma- 
lice and bitterneſs of their tongues, 


Perſe 
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Verſe x1. And blaſphemed rhe God of heaven for thei? 
g pains and for their ſores, and repented not of their works, 
p- co wit, in this contention againſt the Saints they blaſ- 
th © pheme God ; for whatever is done or ſaid againſt 
his Saints, is Blaſphemy againſt him, as onr Saviour 
z- I teſtifies ; but they account his People to be Hereticks, 
it A and that it is good ſeryice to God to act againſt them 
is © all they can, yea and to kill them, therefore they re-. 
d fx pent not. « ge 
al Verſe 12. And the ſixth Angel poured out his vial ap- 
f Wl 07: the great River Enphrates, and the waters thereof dri- 
| 8 <4 up (ro wit, the true Miniſter of the Goſpel preach- ll 
n ff eth againſt all mans wiſdom: and eloquence) ( for | 
o ff Euphrates ſignifies eloquent ) and the water thereof | 
g ff dried wp to wit, ſuch a Miniſter ſhews that all the 
1 


- 8 Arguments raiſed thereby have no place in the wor- 
ſhip of God, in the faith of a Chriſtian, in reſiſting 

- F Temptations, in mortifying the fleſh, or any thing 
that pertains to righteouſneſs or ſalvation ; thus Paxl | 

- F preached, and other Apoſtles, in plain words, .and 4 

f the Prophets in types and figures, and our Saviour 

moſt of all -in Parables; and this is done that the 

- & way of the Kings of the Eaſt ſhould be prepared, 

18 to wit, that people might be converted unto 

18 the Truth out of all Nations; for the way of their 

) & converſion is not by the wiſdom of man, but by the 

| power of God; and as long as Arguments of mans 
wiſdom have place with man, he ſubmits not to the | 

- 8] powerof God, ard thererefore cannot be convert= | þ 

'F cd. Aud theſe Converts are called X:»gs , becauſe [ 

| they are made Kings and Priefts unto God by Chriſt ; and 

| they are called K:ngs of the Eaſt, becauſe theyare 

-F converted by Chriſt the Sun of righteouſneſs, riſing 

19 their fouls, which is typified by the Eaft, where {| 

the Sun of the Day riſeth. 


Ver je 
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preacheth Chriſt truly, juſtifies God in all his Judg- 
ments. '} £ 
| Verſe 8. And the fonrth Angel poured out his vial up. 
on the Sun, and it 'was given himi'to torment men With 
heat of fire. 'F £88. 245 
Verſe 9g. And men boyled in great heat , and blaſphe- 
med the Name of God, which hath power over theſe great 
Plagnes,and they .repented not to give him glory. By this 


Angel pouring out his vial npon the Sun, underſtand 


preaching the. judgments of God upon all natural 
Light, and ſo reproving hypocriſie, the knowing of 
Chriſt after the fleſh, and underſtanding the Goſpel 
after the Letter, which is all that mans wiſdom can 
reach to, and this ſtirs up hypocrites into burning 
heat to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, acconnting 


it the moſt perfect righteouſneſs of God, and there- | 


fore they repentnot,but blaſpheme Gods Name, and 
give him not the glory, but glory in their own con- 


_ ceited holineſs. | 


': Verſe 10.:: And the fifth Angel poured out his vial up- 
on the Throne of the Beaſt, ( to-wit, the Miniſter of 


the Goſpel preaches againſt»all Forms of Religion, | 


all outward: appearing holineſs and zeale ; for hy- 
pocriſie is the leaſt, and it conſiſts in theſe things, in 
theſe is its glory; for hypocrites do all to be ſeen 
or heard of men.) And his Kingdom waxed dark. (to 
wit, appeared to be void of the light of God), to all 
thePeople of God. ) Andthey gnawed their tongues for 
ſorrow ( to wit, they were ſo grieved that their ex- 
ternal. holineſs ſhould not be had in honour, that 
they talk and write againſt the ſervants of God, and 
complain of them to Magiſtrates, and ſtir up Kings 
and Rulers againſt them, thus they exerciſe the ma- 
lice and bitterneſs of their tongues, 


Perſe 
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Verſe 11. And blaſphemedrhe God of heaven for thei” 
pains and for their ſores, and repentcd not of ther works, 
to wit, in this contention againſt the Saints they blaſ- 
pheme God ; for whatever is done or ſaid againſt 
his Saints, 1s Blaſphemy againſt him, as onr Saviour 
teſtifies z but they account his People to be Hereticks, 
and that it is good ſervice to God to act againſt them 
all they can, yea and to kill them, therefore they re- 
pent not. , 
Verſe 12. And the ſixth Angel poured out his vial up- 
on the great River Enphrates, and the waters thereof dri- 
ed up (to wit, the true Miniſter of the Goſpel preach- 
eth againſt all mans wiſdom and eloquence) ( for 
Euphrates ſignifies eloquent ) and the water thereof 
dried np | to wit, ſuch a Miniſter ſhews that all the 


$ Arguments raiſed thereby have no place in the wor- 


ſhip of God, in the faith of a Chriſtian, in reſiſting 
Temptations, in mortifying the fleſh, or any thing 
that pertains to righteouſneſs or ſalvation; thus Part 
preached, and other Apoſtles, in plain words, and 
the Prophets in types and figures, and our Saviour 


| moſt of all in Parables; and this is done that the 


way of the Kings of the Eaſt ſhould be prepared, 
to wit, that people might be converted unto 
the Truth out of all Nations; for the way of their 
converſion 1s not by the wiſdom of man, but by the 
power of God; and as long as Arguments of mans 
wiſdom have place with man, he ſubmits not to the 
power of God, ard thererefore cannot be convert- 
ed. Aud theſe Converts are called Kings , becauſe 
they are made Kings and Priefts unto God by Chriſt ; and 
they are called Kings of the Faſt, becauſe theyare 
converted by Chriſt the Sun of righteouſneſs, riſing 
19 their ſouls, which is typified by the Eaft, where 
the Sun of the Day riſcth. | 


Verje | 


765 An Expoſition of the 
Verſe 13. And I ſaw three micleay Spirits. come 
out of the mouth of that Dragon, and out of the 


mouth of that Beaſt, and out of the monthof that falſe | 


Prophet : The Dragon is the Devil, the Beaft is Hy- 


pocriſic, and the falſe Prophet is the falſe Teacher, as IM" 


I faid before, and theſe three are in oppoſition to 
God, even the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt; for hy. 
pocrites are Children of the Devil, as Jeſus is the 
Child of God, and as the holy Ghoſt proceeds from 
the Father and the Son; ſo doth the falſe Teacher 
proceed both from the Devil and from Hypocrites, 
for the Devil makes Miniſters like Miniſters of the 
light, and hypocrites heap unto themſelves Teachers 
after their own Fancies ; and as all goodneſs proceeds 
from God the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, io all eyil 
proceeds from the Devil, Hypocrific and falſe Tea- 
chers, therefore it is compared to three unclean Spi- 
7tts, and they are faid to be like Frogs ; for they lurk 
under an outward ſkew of Holineſs, as Frogs do un- 
der any leaf, and in their opportunity they leap out 
(as Frogs do) ſuddenly to do miſchief. 

Verſe 14. For they are the Spirits of Devils working 
Miracles, and go unto the Kings of the earth and of the 


whole world, to gather them to the Battel of the great day 


of God Al,nighty. Theſe three Spirits may well be 
{aid ro be carnal wiſdom, or wiſdom of this world, 
tormal Religion, hatred of God ; for all theſe come 
from the Devil, and are fo natural' to ſinful man, 
that they eafily gather all the Kings of the world, 
that are earthly minded, or unregenerate, to fight 
againſt God, for that they make © great ſhew of hea- 
venly witdom, rcal religion, and love of God, ab- 
ſolure contrary to whart they are ; therefore the Lord 
putreth in this word of warning, 

Verſe i5. Behold I come a4 a Thief ; bleſſed ts he that 
Py | witckeib 
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utcheth and k:eperh his Garment, leſt be walk naked, 

d men ſee bis ſhame ,, when men are thus walking in 
their blind zeal, like the fooliſh Virgins, that have 
Lamps and.no Light, 2nd think they are' Children 
of God, ' as the Phariſees did, and all hypocrites do, 
od comes ſecretly, then blefſed are they tharare 
waiting 1n the Light, to wit, in Jeſus Chriſt the true 
Light given to them of Gcd., and not gone out to 
buy 3 and bleſſed are they that keep their garments, even 
the righteouſneſs of Chrift imputed untothem ; for 
if chey have not this, their own righteouſneſs is as a 
nenſtruous cloth, God will d.fcover the unrighteouſ- 
reſs of their holy things, and rhen their ſin and ſhame 
m1ifk appear. 

Verſe 16. And they gathered thrmſelves together into 
i place called in Hebrew Armageddon, to wir, a high 
Mountain, becauſe Hypocrites in pride of ſpirit 
ight againſt God and his Saints. 

Verſe 17. And the ſeventh Angil poured out bisvsal 
mothe Ar, to wir, in preaching the Goſpel, he de- 
cared the Judgments of God againſt all the airy con- 
ceits of man, whoſe mind runs on ſtiil inventing 
how he may excel all others, and pleaſe God, with 
much zeal, many performances ,, and new zealous 
ways of holineſs, which cauſed Solomon to ſay, God 
made man righteous, but he hath found out many invents- 
7s, | 

And there came a loud voyce out of the Temple of hea- 
ven from the Throne, ſaying , It is done : As | have 
ſhewed betore, by Heavens Temple,is meant the Saints, 
for in them Ged appeareth and dwelleth ; and by the 
Throze, 1s *isn1ed Jelus, who is the power and glo- 
ryof God; fo that by this Foyce is ſignified the Go- 


pel, or Kingdom of Ged ja his Saints ; for when by 


the Miniſters or Truth the Judgments of God are 
poured 
L 


- The firſt of theſe he calls the Ciry of the Nations ; 


i? 
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poured out, and thereby . the Fleſh is crucified, the 
carnal mind mortified, ,all their own wiſdom con- 
founded, and all carnal or external righteouſneſs caſt 
out, that Jeſus may live in them by faith, and be all 
things unto them, then their Souls cry aloud, 1t :s 
done ;, towit, the whole work of God is wrought in 
us by our Lord Jeſus, he hath made us of ſinners ſons 
of God, and given us victory over Satan, Sin, Hell 
and Death. 

Verſe 18. Andthere were voyces, and thundrings, and 
lightnings, and there was agreat earthquake, Zack as 
never was ſince men-were upon earth, even ſo mighty an 
earthquake, to wit, when mans Soul rejoyceth in Je- 
jus, all the terrors of God are upon the fleſh,,and the 
earthly mind is ſo ſhaken as it never was before; it 


' was ſhaken with a dreadful terrible ſhaking at thede-. 


livery of the Law from Mount $S:zaz,. ſo that they 
were all driven into fear for the time, but they ga- 
thered boldneſs again, and their wickedneſs. was not 
removed, nor their Hypocriſie, nor Idolatry. and new 


Inventions ; but when he ſends forth Jeſus with the 


Goſpel, he ſays, 1 will ſhake once more not only Earth, 
but Heaven alſo ;, This once more, ſignifies the remo- 
ving of all things; all that man can do, or- invent, 
or conceive, is clear caſt out, and.nothing left to the 
Church but Chriſt and him crucihed, 

Ferſe 19. And the great City was dwvided into three 
parts, to wit, all inhabitants of the world; one is 
all Gentiles, or men that have no profeſſion of Gods 
worſhip, which are worſhippers of Idols, or pro- 


phane perſons; the ſecond is Hypocrites of all forms 


of Religion, that have a Name that they are alive,but 


they are dead, as our Divine ſaith; the third is true | 


Believers, the Church of God. 


an 
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and he ſays it fell, for men void of any worſhip of God, 
as Harlots andPublicans do ſooner ſubmit to the Judg- 
ments of God', and enter into the Kingdom of Hea« 
ven than Hypocrites ,, as our Saviour faith.: The fe- 
cond he calls great Babylon , for Hypocrites are com- 
monly figured by Babylon or Edom , becauſe they are 
fo great enemies to the Saints, as Babylox was to Jſrael, 
and he fays; It came inremembrance before Gd, togive 
unto her the Cup of the Wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath, 
to wit, to caule his Miniſters to make known that Hy- 
Pg is more odious to him than abſolute prophanc- 
neſs. 

Verſe 20. And every Iſle fled away, ard the Monn- 
tains Were not found : By Iſle, underſtand a ſecret pri- 
vate place, that man may flec into from danger of his 
purſuer : And by 1Mourtazns, underftand always, the 
high thoughts of mans mind , whereby he thinks him - 
{elf more holy, and therefore more in favour with 
God then others, fo the meaning is that by the true 
Miniftry: of the Goſpel, all theſe ſecret places of re- 
fuge, and all-his high conceited holineſs is diſcovered, 
the unrighteouineſs of his holy things (as.the Prophet 
calls it) is manifcſted,and the Lord asks what wilt thou 
do in that day ? whereto the Divine anſwers, 

Verſe 21. And there fell a great Hail like Talents out 
of Heaven upon the men; and men blaſphemed God, be- 
rauſe of the plaghe of the Hail, for the plague of the 
Hail was exceeding great, to wit; this diſcovery of all 
their ſecret places of refuge, and rejeRing of all their 
external holineſs is a grievous heavy plague to their 
minds, yet they will not hear, and fear, and turn to 
God, but go on to plead for Baal , even to maintain 


I their formal Religion, and ſo blalpheme God and per- 


fecute his Church. 


%. 


570 An Expoſition of-the 


Chap. 7. Verſe 1. Then there. came one of the ſeven 


Angels which had the ſeven vials, and talked with me,ſay- | 


11g uito me, come T will ſhew thee the damnation of the 
great Whore that futeth upon many waters; By the An- 


zel, underfland, a minifter of the Goſpel : By the Di. | 


vine, underſtand, a true Chriftian ; By talking with him, | 


underſtand, preaching the truth : By ſaying come, un- | 
derftand, prevailing to draw him to the truth : By the | 
Whore, underſtand hypocricy : By her ſitting upon ma- Þ 


ay waters , underftand , that hypocriſy is found in all 


ſorms. of Religion : By her Damnation, underſtand, | 
that the Gofpel which brings peace and joy to the be- | 
liever, caſis out the Hypocrite to rretting, and fuming, | 
and knaſhing of-teeth , even ſets him in a cage againſt | 
Jeſus and his Saints, as it was with Alexander the Cop- | 


per-ſmith. 


Verſe 2. With whom the ings. of the earth have | 
committed fornication,and the inhabitants of the earth are |: 
drunk with the Wine of her Fornication, to wit, all peo- * 
ple high and low are delighted in an external Religion. | 

Verſe 3. Se he carrycd me away into the Wilderneſs in | 
the ſpirit ,, and 1 ſaw a Wuman ſit npon a Scarlet coulered | 


Beaſt , full of names of Blaſphemy , which had ſeven 
heads and ten horns : By the Wilderneſs, underſtand, the 


wide and wild world: by h:s being 37 the ſpirit underſtand | 


theſpirit giving him underſtanding of the ftate of men, in 


profcffing Religion: By the Woman, underſtand, men | 
weak in judgment , but wiſe in their own eſteem (as | 
women are) by her ſitting upon a Scarlet coulered Beaſt, | 
vnderftand their living in hypocriſy, where they make | 
a ſhow of being waſhed in the blood of Fefus; which | 


is figured by the Scarlet colour - by the Beaſt having 
feven heads and ten horns, as in the 15 Chapter. 

Verſe 14. And the woman was arrayed in Parple an 
Scarict, and guilded with Gold, and precions Stones, and 


Pearls, 
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Pearls, and had a Cup of Gold in ber hand, full of abo-' 
mination and filihyneſs of her Fornication ; By the Wo- 
mans v ſinre and orname;ts, underſtand profeſſing all 
Godlinels, Holineſs, and Zeal : and by 4 Cup of Gold 


2 her hand, underftand , profeſſing the Goſpel : By 


W., NN YI we CY) w 9 
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thus Cup being fall of abomination , ard. filibineſs of her 
fornication , underſtand pervetting the Gotpel ,, and 
joyning with faith in Chriſt, mans own 'witdom and 
righteouſneſs, 25 his Prayer 2ndall other performances 
which he' calls'duties.,; as the falſe apoſtles joyned cir- 
cumcilion/ and keeping the Lau , which is whoredom, 
adulterating the ſoul from God, and it is abomination 
to the Lord, as all things in Religion arc char are PCr- 
formed by an unregenerate mind. 

Verſe 5. And in her "fore chead was a tlamb written, a 
Myſtery Babylon the: great , that mother of Whorcdoms | 
and abominations of the eabth. By 2 name written in 
her firehead, underftand, that her Hypocrifie is mani- 
felt to- all the Servants of God,\that all her Religion is 
Hipocritical't By her "name being a Myſitiy , under-' 
ſtand , that ſhe profcſſcs the wiltery of 'Godlineſs in 
outward appearance , but a&ts the miſtery of iniquity 
in heapt - | 

' By her name. being Babylon the great, underftand, that 
Hypocrites are great” chemies to Jeſus , and all true 
Believers. . 

By her being worhir of Whored,ms , and alominati- 
87:5 of the earth ., underſtand , that Hypocriſy is ac- 
counted fo wicked and vile in the fight of God. 

Verſe 6, And 1 ſaw the Woman arunk mith the blood 
of the Saints and Martyrs of Feſus, ard when I ſw her 
I wondred with great marvel.” By her being drunk, 
with the Szints blocd, underſtand; that every Hypo 
critEhates the ſervants of God even to death ,, and 
aWihe Szints Fave ſufttr: d by them. By 7:bns w ondring 
| E6#&rz * Xt 
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at ber, underſtand, that all the ſervants of God won- 
| Cer greatly, that man can be ſo wicked, perverſe, ob- 
ſtinare, blind, proud hearted and rebellious to fo mani- 
feſt light as in.the Goſpcl is manifeſted by the Lord Je- 
{us, and witneſſed both by his Prophets before, and b 
the Apoſtles and, Martyrs following him. \ 

Verſe 5. And the Angel ſaid unto me, wherefore mar- 
villeſt thou (underſtand by this, that a Miniſter of truth 
accounts it no marvel )7 will ſheto thee the Myſtery of that 
Woman , and ef that Beaſt which hath ſeucn heads and 
zen hors, this ſhews that tizeſe things are made known 
by the Miniftry of the Goſpel. 

Virſe 8 and 13. The Beaſt which thou ſaweſt was,and 
25 0t, and t5 the eighth, aid 55 oze of: the ſeven, and ſhall 
afcend out of the bottomleſs pit,, and ſhall go into arſtru- 
Fin, By jeven is always ſignified a fulneſs or perieai- 
on, or all,to by the Beaſ# is underſtood hypocrifie, which, 
is one of the {even ſins, or one in the fullneſs or perfe- 
Rion of all inigquiy, and yet ſhe is the eighth, for it 
tranſcends alh wickedneſs ; by that -it was and # ior, and 
3ct 7s, underſtand, that it was from the beginning ,” as 
in Cain and his Succeffors, that it received! a deadly 
wount at the great deluge. (as I ſhewed before) when 
all was deſtroyed, but righteous Noah; but revived a- 
Gain in Char, but it is not continued in the Succeſſi- 
on of one ſamily as from Cz; but yet is ſpread 'over 
all Nations and People , ſor-it came out of the bot- 
tomleſs pit, for hypocrites are the Children of the De- 
vil (as our Saviour faith) and therefore God will de- 
firoy them. And they that dwell on earth ſhall won- | 
der (whole names are not written in the Book of life, 
from the foundation of ,the world) when they behold 
the Beaſt which was, and 35 rot, and yet is; hereby is 
ſifted that all earthly minds, all but the ele& of Go7, 
wit imbrace Hypocriſic , te wit, ſome cxtcrnal form 
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of Religion and reject the Truth , even.the Councelsy 
of God againſt themſclves, as our Saviour teſtifies that 
the Scribes, Phariſces, and Sadduces did. 

Verſe 9. Here 1s the mind that hath Wiſdom ; the (c- 
ven heads are ſeven Mountains whercon the woman ſit- 
teth, they are alſ» ſeven Kings. By the mind-that bith 
Wi/dom, underſtand, that judgeth not after the out- 
ward appearance, for that is nor righteous judgment; 
as our Saviour faith: nor after the wiſdom of the fleſh, 
for that is fooliſhneſs with God , nor after the letter 
of the word, for the letter kills, the Spirit gives life ; 
therefore true wiſdom is to judg after the Spirit, and 
the Spirit gives teſtimony to Jeſus , that in him 1s all 
the fulneſs of Grace and Truth; therefore in hypo- 
crifie is all the fulnefs of pride and falſhood, there- 
fore are her heads compared to feven Mountains , 
for by Mountains and high Hills, is pride and haugh- 
tineſs of mans heart often figured by 1/aia,; they 
are alſo compared to ſeven Kings, becauſe Hypocriſie 
is had in honour with all, to wit external forms and aRti- 
ons of Religion. | 

Verſe 10. Five are fallen, ones, another 15 not yet 
come, and when he cometh, he muſt continue a ſhort ſpaces: 
By five fallen, underſtand , that by tne true Miniſtry 
Hypocriſie hath been and is often caſt down, bur (ti1! 
it riſeth again in new forms of Religion,and continues 
among profeſſors of Chriſtianity; and yet the Divine 
accounted. that there would a new form arile, and but 
continue a ſhort time, for the Divine and all the Saints 
have been in expe@ation ever f(ince Chrift came, that 
the world would not continue long. 

Verſe 12. And the ten Ho:ns which thau ſawe/?, are 
ten Kings which yet have not received a Kinggom, but 

all receive power as Kings, at one hour with the Beaſt. 
Theſe tz Horms may well be accounted to be z*al and 
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Devotion, and Faith, and Patience, and Humility, and 
' » Mecknels, and Temperance, and Chaſtity, and'Love, 
and Unity, which in the Divines time were only in 
' Chriftians hearts and affeicns in the ſight of God, but 
' bad little efteern amongſt men; but when Hypocrites 
begun to make a ſhew of them in their external holy 
actions, thenthe Hypocrite and all:theſe his ornaments 
were honeured altogether, therefore th-y receive their 
rat one hour with the Beaſt, and with one con- 


Lord of Lords 
ant! faithful. | 
Verſe 15. And the waters which thou ſaweſt , wheres 
the Whore firteth, are Peoples, and Nations, and 7Mul- 
titudes and Toygues, to wit, all forms and profeſſions 
—_—_—,- oo 
Verſe 16. And the ten Horns which thou ſaweſt upon 
the Beſt, arethey that ſhail bate the Whore and make her 
deſolate ard naked,” and ſhall eat her fleſh and bw'n her 
mitb fire : for God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his 
will, and to do with one'conſent, to give their King- 
' dgm to the Beaſt, till the words of God be fulfilled : 
Here is a great Myſtery, theic rex Horns I deicribe 


Verſe 13. T hey give their power to the Beaſt, and ſo 
the Hypocrite is counted zealous, devour, ſtrong in 
Farth, patienr, meek, temperate, humble, &c. 

Verſe 14. And theſe in the Beaſt fight with the Lamb, 
to wit, Hypocrites giory over Chriftians , boaſting of 
'their zeal and devotion, &c. Ext the Lamb fhall over- 
"com? them , to Wit in the light of God, for amongſt 

men he was put to death by their zeal and devotion , 
Cc. and fo ſhall his ſervants be, for Hypocrites think” 
they do God good ſervice, when they kill them (as 
himſelf teſtifyed) therefore it is out of zeal. But in 
Gods ſight, he is, and ſhall be King of Rings, and 


, and his ſervants are called, and choſen 


d be- 
tore 
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{ fore that receive power, as Kings at an hour withthe 
| Beaſt, for God put into their hearts, to givetheir pow- 
q crto the Beaft, till the words of God be fulfilled, to 
q wit.tillHypocrify be diſcovered,and all her zeal and de- 
J votion, ec. to be carnal, fenfual, and devilliſh, then 
I the ſame Horns hate this Whore, #c. to wit, true Chri- 
; _ zeal, devotion, faith, cc. ſhall deſtroy all Hypo- 
J Crily. 
| And that womin which thou ſaweſt, is that great Ci- 
ty which raigned over the Kings of the earth ;, a ſadteſtt- 
J money, that even Kings ſhould be ſo deJuded to approve 
1 of external ſhows, and not fee the inward grace and 
J glory of the truth. | 
 Chap.18. And after theſe things I ſaw an Angel come 
J 4own from Heaven, having great power, for the earth was 
J !:ghtened with his Glory, to wit, a Miniſter of the Got- 
1 pel, By-oz commyg down from Heaven, underſtand, that 
his calling to the Miniffry, was not of man nor by man, 
(as Paul's was) but by Jeſus and God the Father 3 by 
hu having great power, underſtand, that he was tully- 
accompliſht to the Miniftry, by the earth being inlighten- 
ed with bi glory, underſtand, that he converted many. 
1 Verſe2. Ard becry:dout mightily with a loud vaice, 
J ſaying it 15 fallen, it is fallen , Babilon the great, and 
J :s become the Habitation of Devils, and the hold of all 
fonl Spirits, anda Caze of every unclean and filthy Bird, 
to wit, the true Minifter makes known in preaching the 
Goſpel, that he that receives the Goſpel by the teach- 
ing of men, by hearing , ſeeing, or conceiving, and 
not by the work of God, even regeneration poured up- 
on his ſoul through Jc{us, in whom ail the promiles 
are fulfilled , that God takes the flony heart out of 
him, and gives him a new heart, and renews a right 
ſpirit within him , without this every oneis a Hype- 
crite, and though he make a great ſhow of 2z-al and 
| Eeg4 ug: 
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devotion, and faith, and all other Chriſtian vertnes in 
outward appearance,:!heDevil reigns in his heart,andall 
filthy luſt in his affcQions, and pride in his heart, and 
perverfenc(s in his will , and blindneſs in his judgment, 
and obſtinacy in his fpirit. . T hele are the foul ſpirits 
and unclean birds. x 

Ver/e 3. Of this Verſe is ſpoken before. 

Verſe 4. And Theard another woice from Heaven ſay, 
Go out of her my people , that ye be xot partak;rs of he 
ſins, and that ye receive not of her jlagues , to wit, as 
the Miniftry of the Goſpel lays out all hypocrifie, fo 
it warns all .true ſervants of God to walk faithfully 
accorcing to the meaſure of the gifts of grace. and 
be content with that , and pretend to no more then 


what is given him, left he fall into the lot of the Hy- 


pocrite. 
Ver/e 5,6, 7. Hereis a teftimory that God will vi- 


ſit her for her fins: and thence a command to his Mi-” 
niftersto doit, which manifeſts that he doth it always. 


by his word, wherein firſt they zre to diſcoverher 
enmity againſt his ſervants and true Miniſters, and that 
ſhe muir have double affliction for that ,, that ſhe may 
know how dear and precious in tne fight of Ged is the 
cGeath of all his Saints, and therefore how evil will it 
be ro every one that offencs them - then the Minilter 
mutr make known the ſecurity of her mind, living in 
deliciouin:{s . and yet perſwaded in her proud mind, 
that (fie was a ſervant, or child, or ſpouſe of God, 
therclore muſt her proud mind be brought down, to 
know her ſelf a Child, and Bondſlave to Satan and fin, 


that 2s ſhe hath had pleaſure and honour in her own | 


ways, ſhe may have forrow and grief from the hand 
of God, wten he ariſcth to judgment , and extols his 


Law BPOn Ncr, ; , 
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Verſe 8. Here he ſheweth that this ſhall come upcn 
her ſuddenly, as in one day, even when ſhe bleſſath her 
ſelf moſt in her heart and cries peace, peace, toher ſoul, 
then comes wo and ſuddain deſolation, as travel upon 2 wa- 
1.4n with Child, then the Lord ariſeth as a G yant refreſh- 
cd with wine, then comes death, and ſorrow, and famine, 


and ſhe ſhall-be burnt with fie , to wit, when fhe is di- 


| covered to be dead in fin, then hath ſhe forrow'for ſin, 


and famine, or great hunger, for the word of God, the 
bread of the Fathers houſe, but ſhe muſt be/burnt with 
the fire of Gods wrath under the Law, before ſhe re- 
ceive the Golpel. 

Verſe 9. And the Kings of the earth ſhall bewail her, 


and lament for her which have committed fornication, and 


| ved 41 pleaſi-e with her, when they ſhall ſee that ſm-ak, 


of that her outing. By Kings of the earth, underitand, 
carthly.minded men, unregenerate, for ſuch are proud 
in heart, be they never fo poor inthe world, and theſe 
take delight/in external holineſs , which is committing 
Fornication, and living in pleaſure with Hypocrific, and 
by ſeeing thit ſm-ok_ of that h:r burning , underſtand, 
when Hypocricy 1s difcovered in their heart, and the 
burning Wrath of God is upon them becauſe of their 


{ hypocriſic; then will they weep and wail, as Fob, 
q when he ſaw the Lord with his eyes, he abhorr'd him- 
q {elf in Sackcloth. 


Verſe 1c. And ſhall ſand far off for fear of her tor- 


; ment, ſaying, Alas, Alas, that great City Babylon, that 


mrghkty City, for in one hour 1s thy Judgment come: By 


q ftarding far off, underſtand living by faith ; for the 


heart of man is not removed from hypocrilte, to wit, 
truſting in his own righteouſneſs, but by faith ; bur 
that ſets him far off, for it purifics the heart, and 
then doth he weep and wail that the whole worlds fo 
deluded, tp live in hypocriſic, whoſe Judgment is ſure 
tp þe grear ang tucden. ©” .  _— 


C——_ 
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Verſe 11, 12, 1.3. And the Aderchants of the earth ſhall 
weep and wail over her, for no man byeth their ware \ 
more. By Merchants, underfland, hypocritical falle 
teachers, that teach not tne free grace and pifts , and 
oreat love of God to man, wherein he will in fatherly 
love make known their ſins, and chaftifſe and correct 
them by his law in mercy, and not in wrath , and will 
give unto their ſouls Jeſus, and by him forgiveneſs of 
ſins, and fanRification of ſoul and all things needful 
both to Righteouſneſs and Salvation , but they teach 
them to buy and fell with God, that they muſt be zea- 
lous and devout, and pray, and read, and hear, and me- 


ditate in the word, and perform all duties, both pri- . 


vate,! and publick; and in their families, and thereby 


they may get Chriſt, and faith, and patience, and hope, | 


and love, and all things that belong to Chriſtians, brave 
wares bet:er than Gold and Silver,preeious Stones and 
Pearls, and all the wares of the Merchants , whereby 
they are here figured. Thus falſe teachers make mer- 
chandiſc of all the gifts of God, and operations of his 
Grace, and fruits of his Spirit, yea, and of the ſouls 
of his making all the words of God conditional , but 
when God viſits, then will follow this cry. 

Verſe 14. The Apples that thy ſoul luſteth after , are 
departed from thee , and all thirgs that were fine and ex* 
cellent are departed from thee , and thou ſhalt ſee them 


z0 more, to Wit, that thou ſhould be accounted a be- | 
liever, a Child of God, Holy, righteous, beloved of | 


God, his ſpouſe, _ precious in his eyes, an heir of Sal- 
vation, theſe ſweer Apples, theſe fine and excellent 
things, and thou art ſtripped naked , and caſt ont as an 
abominable Branch , wherein their is no delight, for that 
thau ha#t polluted the Tents and Tabernacles of the moji 
high, and ſpread thy filthy Shirts upon his Altar, t0 
wit, haft profeſt his name even co be a Chriſtian, and 
| | £t0 


Difficult Texts in Revelations, 799 


to pray in his name, and never was yet waſhed in his 
Blood, never Baptifed into his. death , never Circum- 
aled with a Circumciſion made without hands , but 
aways rejoyced in the work of thy own hands, and de- 
ſpiled his grace. ; 
Verſe 15, 16. Ard all thy Merchants and every S9ip- 
Maſter, and all that traffick 0a the Seas, to wit, all falſe 
Teachers, Speakers, Declaters, all that make Mer- 
cnandife of the word of God (as before) ſhall weep and 
vail, ſaying, Alaſs that great City that was cloatbed in 
ine Linnen, Purple and Scarlet, guilaed with Gol, pre- 
4: Stone, ana Pearl, to wir, thar made a ſhow in out- 
Ana: d appearance of all holineſs and purity. 
Verſe 17, 18. Thus ſhall they cy and c2/t duſt on 
Weir Head'y and werp and wailwhen they ſee the ſmoak of 
her burning (as it was ſaid of the Kings before, ſo ſhall 
it be with all falfe teachers th.t are made rich with tref- 
þ:king with ber, to wit, that account themielves true 
Mimitters of God, wiſe and learned, that have divid- 
ed the word of Godarignt, and have bzen zealous for 
the houſe of God, and z*aious to prepare a people for 
the Lord  wnen theſe ſee the {ſmoak of this burning, 
to wit,. when their falſe Doctrine is diſcovered, and 
they are found unjuſt Stewards, that hayc ſpoiled Gods 
heritage, and have eaten and drunk, and beaten their 
' Efcllow fervants., have fed themſclves, and pined the 
fiock, and like Hirelings fled wicp they ſaw the Wolf 
ccming. | 

Verſe 19.Then ſhall they wecp and howl,ſor 1: one hour 
all 15 become Ge/ol ate. 

Verſe 20. O Heaven rejuyce, aid ye holy Ap»- 
ſeles and Prophets; for God hath puriſhed ter , to be 
revenged on bur for your ſakzs. Thus are Saints 

and Anpels , and all thg Seryants of God cated 
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out to rejoyce that God hath deſtroyed hypocriſie,anf V 
converted the hypocrite ; for herein is heavenly joy 
not in the puniſhing or deftroying of any ; that's carſ 
nal joy; neither are the Judgments of God upon an 
to deftrufion, but to ſalvation; but that man deftroy 
himfelf whom God gives up to hardneſs of heart, an 
lets him run oy to his own deftruction. 

Verſe 21. Anda mighty Angel took, up a ſtone like 
great Milſtone, and caſt it into the Sea, ſaying, witilſ 
* ſuch v0lence ſhall the City Babylon be caſt down, and ſhal 
be found nomore , towit , The true Miniſter declar 
that when God brings Judgment upon the hypocrite 
it muſt be very fierce, becauſe he is fo fetled in a confÞf 
ccited holineſs, that he will avoid all ftrokes of th 
Word long, and ſay , it is not I; but God will con 
with a force that will make him yield , as he did wit! 
Parl , cauſing a light to fhine about him, that aftonifh 
him, and then ſtruck him down to the ground, a 
ftark blind, and awaked his Conſcience as a thouſani 
witneſſes againſt him, when he faid, I am 7eſu who 
thou perſecuteſ}. = 

Verſe 22,23. Here is ſhewed,that in the day of God 
Judgment all joy is gone, as Hezekiah ſaid, Inſtead of 
peace, I had great bitterneſs ;, there 1s no craftsman left 
hrs skall ts gone that made graven Images, to wit, Hi 
_ cannot find a god to help him in his diftreſs 3 There's 

Milſftone to grind his Corn; all sKill fails, he wantSi: 
Bread, and there's none to be had ; There*s no Candle flma 
his light is'put out, it was falſe wild light that led hinfftg | 
wrong ; Theres neither Brideg10om nor Bride ; he isnolffet | 
married to the Lord in iaithfulneſs,, but gone aſide anc 
joyned himſc!f to harlots : Thy Merchants ( even thy 7 
falſe Teachers ) w:re the great men of the earth, that 1s 
were highly honoured of all earthly minds, yea thei 


 Miniftr Y deceiveth all Nations as with _— 
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an] Verſe 24. Now ſhe acknowledgeth that ſhe is the 
jougoſt wicked in the world , for ſhe hath been a perſe- 
carter or hater of Jeſus and all his Saints,as Paul did. 
Chap. 19. And after theſe things, I heard a great 
ce of "a great multitude in Heaven , ſaying , Hallelu- 
b, ſalvation , and glory, and honour and power to the 
ord our God ; Thus do the Saints found out praiſes to 

ke od continnally. The Second Verſc ſhews it is for 
etroying Hypocriſie, as before. 

Verſe 3. And again they ſaid Hallelujah,and her ſmoak, 
areſſÞ/e p for ever. More theSaints praiſeGod,more do they 
iteſſke the preatnefs and righteouſneſs of his judgments. 
onfÞf the 4th and 5th verſes hath been before declared. 
thi Ver/e 6. And I heard as it were the woice of a great 
m@p!:itude, and as the woice of many waters, and as the 
itYorce of mighty thundrings , ſaying Hallelujah , for the 
thiLord Godommiporent raigneth. By a great multitude.is 
anflenitied the unity of the Servants of God, by many wa- 
nQ7s, is ignified, that they are gathered out of many na- 
2oions and out of many forms ofReligon,for they were all 

eak as water fpilt upon the ground, before thatGod ga- 
odfltcred them :'and by mighty thanderings,is fignified that 
| oflhe Saints praiſing God is terrible tothe wicked world. 
fl Verſe 7. Let us be glad and rejoyce,and give honour to 
HG im, for the marriageof the Lamb is come, and his wife 
bath made her ſelf ready : This is the great caule of joy 
indeed, that Jeſus the Lord of life will take to wife 
e man dead in fin. Her making her ſcIf ready follows, 
to wit, that ſhe did not adorn her fclf with any thing 
of her own, but as it is faid, ; | 
Verſe 8. To her was granted that ſhe ſhould be arrayed 
Yr fire Linmen,clean and white, for the fine linen is the 
righteouſneſs of Saints. This linnen is not her own, nci- 
ther is it of her waſhing, for it is the Lord Jeſus, for 


the Saints call him the Lord our righteouſneſs , and it 
is 
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is of his waſhing, for hc ſauh to Peter, if 1 waſh the 
not, thou haſt no part in me. | : 

Verſe 11, Aud I ſaw Heaven opened, and behilda 
whi:e horſe, and he that ſat upon him was called faithful 
and true andin righteouſneſs ke doth judge and makg war, 
By Heaven opened, underſtand, the truth of the word 
of God made known , for it is hid to all the. worldly 
wile, and only revealed to the Saints by Chrift :, By 
Ho: ſc is ſignified, ſtrength and ſpeed, byWhzte,the purity 
of it,there'ore herebyris fignified thatChrift who fat up- 
_ ea him,andis the faithful and true witrelſs, and the righ- 

tevus Judpe ſhall come ſpecdily into his Temple.to wit, 
ihall be revealed in theſovuls of his people in the day of 
their diſtreſs and ſhall mightily overcome all their ene- 
mies, for he is that mighty one , on whom God hath 
laid help. 


F 
. 


Verſe 12.. And hi eyes were as a flame of firt,.to wit, 
that whom he looks upon, he makes their hearts burn 
with ſorrow under the burden of their fin, as Peter, 
when he looked upon him, . when he had denyed him, 
went out and: wept bitterly -. 4d on his head many 
Crowns,for he is King of Kings, to wit,he hath.ſubdued 
all thoſe Luſts that reigned in the heart of - his People as 
Kings) And be hath aNane wruten that ::0 mai knew but 
himſelf; it's written in JargeCharaQters,that a man may 


run and read it, yet is it hid from the wor'dly wiſe, but 


ke reveals it to his Babes by his hoiy Spirit. 

Verſe 13. And he was cloatied with a garment dipt in 
blood, to wit, he is not a Saviour to his People with- 
out ſhedlins of Blood, nuither doth he ſave them, 
but by deſtroying fleſh: and blood, to wit, all carnal 
Power and Wifdom ; for that cannot inkerit the King- 
dom of Heaven. : 

And his Name was callcd the Werd if Gd. It may 
well be ſaid that no man knows it but himſelf; for 


[ 
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f though ſo many profeſs to know it, believe it , 0- 
dey it , it is a Book ſealed with feven Seals, yea, 
within ane on the backſide , which none can open but 
he. | 

Verſe 14. And the Hoſts which were in Heaven fol- 
lowed him on white Horſes, cloathed with fine Linnen, 
white and pure. By Heſts 3n Heaven, underftand the 
Saints ; for they have their converſation in heaven , 
though they live upon earth, and they follow him up- 
-Hon white Horſes; for they fight the good Fight of 
-Q Faith, girt with the whole Armour of God, and they 


it, «re cloathed with fine white Linnen, to wit, the righte- 


ouſneſs of Jeſus, as is ſaid before. 

Verſe 15. And out of his mouth went out a ſharpSword, 
that with it he ſhould ſmite the Heathen ;, for he ſhall 
rule them with a rod of Iron. By a ſharp ſword, under- 


t, ſtand, the word of truth , by going out of his mouth, 


Y underſtand, that when he fpeaks to the Soul, the word 
is quick and powerful. | | 
By /miting the Heathen , underſtand ,, convert the 

natural man, ſor all are by1nature ignorant of God, as 

Heatnens , though they- profeſs and praftife muck 

Religion. 

By ruling them with a rod of Iron , underſtand, ſab- 
due them by love, for love is ftronp as death, and by 
Iron is figured nothing but ſtrength, for he zt # that 
_ treaderh the wine Preſs of the fierce wrath of Almighty 


n | God, to wit, bath fuffered for vs, and ſo hath brouzhr 


us into unity and love with God. 

Verſe 16. And he hath upon his Garment , and upon 
hs Thigh, a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. This name King of Kings I ſhewed upon the 
12 Verſe, and Lord of Lords is the fame,as the Church 
faith by 1/2. Other Lords have had dominion.over ws, bat 


by 
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by thee only will we make mention of thy Name. 

Verſe i7. And I ſaw an Anget ſtand in the Sun, to 
wit,, a Miniſter ſtedfaſt in faith in the light. of Jeſus, 
the Sun of righicoufneſs : Ard hecryed with aloud voice 
£0 all the fonts that fiythrough the midſt of Heaven;to wit, 
he made known to all the Saints which have their con- 
verſation-in-Heaven., and are excrcilcd in the truth of 
the-word, neither: lifted up with.vain fancies, nor have 
their minds ſet on. earthly deſires. and fleſhly lufts; 
Come'and gather your ſelves unto the ſupper of the great 
God, to wit, believe Jcius that. ye: may be ſatisſyed 
with- the fatneſs of his houſe; as. with: marrow, and 
drink of the River of his-pleaſures, even'of Jclus, for 
in him doth all fulneſs dwell. 

Verſe 18. That ye may eat the fleſh of Kings, and of 
high Captains, and of mighty anen, and of Horſc s,. and 
of their Riders , and of all Free men, and Bond men, 
and ſmall and great , to wit, that ye may know that 
fleſh and blood muſt not .enter into the Kingdom. of 
Heaven, and therefore all ſorts of men., as long as 
they are not regenerate, can- neither underſtand the 
truth , nor can do any thing that pleaſeth God. 


Verſe 19. And I ſaw the Beaſt, and the Kings of tht 
earth and their Hoſts, to wit., the hypocrites and all 
that }are high and firong in Religion, like Kings,. and 
all their ſeveral forms of Religion, like enemies (ga- 
thered together to make battle againſt him that fate 
on the Horſe, and againſt his Army (to wit) hating, 
reviling, ſlanderins in word, and: writing, and perſc- 
cuting Jeſus and all his. Saints even to death. 


Verſe 20. But the Beaſt was takeu , and with him 


the falje Prophet that wrought miracles before ys ) 
wnere- 
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mhireby he deceived them that had the Beaſts Mark, and 
worſhipped bis Image ;, to wit, the Hypocrite and the 
falſe Teacher are diſcovered by the true Miniſtry to 
all the Saints, to be of the Devil, and therefore 
muſt have their portion in hell with him. 

Verſe 21. And the remnant were ſlain with the ſword 
of him that - ſitteth on the Horſe, to wit, there was a 
ſmall remnant converted by the Goſpel of Jeſus, thas 
double edged Sword of the Spirit, that divideth be- 
tween the Marrow and the Bone, and diſcerneth all 
the thoughts and intentions of the hearr, deſtroyed 
all hypocriſie in them, and wrought in them love to 
the Truth. Ard all the Fowls were filled withtheir fleſh, 
to wit, all. the Saints and Angels rejoyced that the 
Fleſh was deſtroyed in them, ard the Spirit given 
unto them, to lead them into all Truth. 

_ Chap. 20. Verſe 1. And I ſaw an Angel come down 
from heaven, having the k:y of the bottcmleſs pit, and 4 
oreat Chain in his hand. By the Angel come down from 
Heaven, ſtill underſtand a true Minifter ; by having 
the key of the bottomleſs pit, underſtand declaring by 
his Miniſtry the righteous Judgments of God againſt 
in and ſinners; and by bz Chaz, underſtand thar he 
declared Gods power agaiaſt all the power of ini- 
quity. "IRS | 

Verſe 2. And hetoock tie Dragon , that old Serpent, 
which is the Devil , and Satan , and bound him up a 
thouſand years, to: wit, he declared: that the Devil 
ad no power to hinder the converſion of a ſinner, 


Joor the whole work of Jeſus in making them of fin- 


ters ſons of God; and this is a thouſand years with 
the Lord ; for with him a thouſand years t but 4s one 
day, ard one day as a thouſand years. | 
Verſe 3, Andcaſs kim ito the bottomleſs pit, and ſhn, © 
lin up, and ſealed the dar _ him, that te ſſxn'd de 7 
| 6 . CEIY*-( - 
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cerve the peop'e no more till the thouſand years were fulfil- 

led; for after that hz muſt be looſed for a little feaſon : 

By caſting him into the bottom.eſs pit, underſtand open- 

19g the endleſs number of lies and deluſions whereby 

he deceives the world ;, by ſhutting him up, and ſealing 
the aoor upon him , that he ſhould deceive the people no 
mmoretill the thouſaxd years be fulfilled, underſtand his 
declaring Gods power. as before ; that he ſhall not 
hinder the work of converſion or regeneration. And 
by his being looſed after that for a little ſeaſon, under- 
itand that he will have power to tempt the Saints, 
for the trial of their Faith, and exerciſe of Patience; 
yea, he will wjnnow them like wheat, but Chriſt is 
their Mediator, Interceſlor, Strengthener and Up- 
holder, fo that he cannot prevail againſt them ; and 
herein they ſuffer under him great tribulation, but 
they count it but a very little time, a momentany 
thing for the exceeding weight of Glory that is to be 
revealed. | 

Verſe 4. And I ſaw Seats, and they that ſate upon 

them ( to wit , the Saints remained ſtedfaſt in the 
Faith ) and judgment was given unto them ( to wit, 
they were made able to judge between that which was 
of God, and that which is of man.) And 7 ſaw the 

Souls of them which were beheaded far the witneſs of Fe- 
ſus, and for the word of God, which did not worſhip the 

Beaſt nor his Image, nor had takenhs Mark in their fore- 
heads, nor in their hands, and.they lived and reigned 
with Corift a thouſand years , to wit', for ever and 
ever ; for though Satan be looſe to tempt them after 
their converſion, yet Chriſt hath made them more 
than conquerors over Satan. and all his temptations, 
therefore they reign ſtill; The work of their cofver- 
fion is called a thouſand years, becauſe it is a perfect 
work; and eternal life is computed a thouſand years, 
becaule it is a Periect Sum. Vaſe 
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Verſe 5. But the Teſt of the dead ſhall not live again 
till the thouſand years be finiſhed ;, this ts the firſt reſurre- 
tion. By lead, underitand they that are in their na- 
tural ſtate dead in ſin, they ſhall not be raiſed out of 
ittill the thouſand years be finiſhed, to wit, till they 
be regenerate fully in Chriſt ; for that is the firſt re> 
ſurrection, to be raiſed from ſin to the life of righte- 
ouſneſs, that their righteouſneſs be not in ordeting 
the aCtionsof their Religion in a way of holineſs, as 
Piety towards Gods, Charity towards man,and Tem- 
perance in themſelves, but thar it be the life of God, 
or Jeſus the power and wiſdom of God,from whence 
all godlineſs proceeds, and by which all fleſhly luſts 
and earthly mindednels is mortified. 

Verſe 6. Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in the 
firt reſurreition, on [uch the ſecond death hath no power, 
but they ſhall be Prieſts to God, and to Chriſt, and they 
ſhall reign with him a thouſand years; By the ſecond 
death, underſtand eternal :death ; by Prieſts to God, 
underſtand to offer up themfelves, Body, Soul and 
Spirit unto the will of God continually, which was 
figured by alt the Sacrifices of 1/rael,therefore though 
they offered thouſands of Rams, and ten thouſand 


Rivers of Oyl, it would avail nothing, becauſe they 


offered not this offering. And yet our Formalilts, 
zealous in Religion, think that this offering of them- 
ſelves, is the performing of all Duties required in 
the Scriptures carefully and diligently. Alas, though 
they ſhould never ceaſe day nor night, if they could 
perform thouſands of duties every hour, it would 
not avail them ; one ſigh from a truly broken heart, 
ctying as the Publican, when he durft not look up 
towards heaven, Lord be merciful to me a ſinner, is 
ten thouſand times of more acceptance with God, 
Iſracl went to 

Gilgal, 


—— 
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G#/;al, andmultiplied Sacrifices, but the Lord tells 
taem , they went to Gilgal to multiplytranſereſſions ;, for 


wratever-man performs ( though never ſo agreeable | 


io tne word.) with acarval mind, is tranſgreſſion ; 
therefore our Saviour faith, Ye fools ard blind, either 
make the tree good, ard the fruit goed, or the tree cor- 
rapt, andthe fruit corrupt ;, yet our Formaliſts preach 
aitogether for to have gocd actions, and never re- 
£2rd to have a pood perſon. | 

Ofthe ſixth Verſe is ſpoken in the third. 

Ycrſe 8,0, 10..Of Geog and Magog is ſpoken Iarge- 
Iyin Ezek. 38. Of the Devil, under the name of the 
great rcd Drago , andthe Beaſt, and the falſe Propher, 
is ſpoken before. | 
Verſe 11. AndlI ſaw a great white Throne, and one 

ſate 61 it, fromwhoſe face fied both the Earth and hea- 
Ten, and their place was no mere found. Py a great 
Throze, underſtand the Judgment of God ; by where, 
is fiznified the clearneſs of it ; by one that ſate on tt, 
underſtand Chriſt, of whom Paul ſays , that God 
fi.all judge the ſecrets of all hearts by Chriſt ;, in that 
both Earth and Heaven is ſaid to flee away from before 
Ls 'Face, and thuar place ro . be found no more, \ignifies 
ti acintheday when tle ſecrets of all heartsare judg- 
ed by Chriſt, all mans uprightneſs in earthly aifairs, 
ard all his zeal and dilizence to attain heaven, will 
r.0r avail him; all the queſtion will be whether he 
Le regenerate cr carnal, whether he believed in im 
that juſtifieth the ungodly , or he works to. praiſe 
God ; whether the humane ſpirit be in him, which 
js a ſpirit of Juſt, and envy, and eontradiction to the 
iruth of Ged, or the Spirit of God be in him, 


which mortifics the fleſh, and leads him into all. 


Tirth; for the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſays, at thu 
Jud: meat be will ſi.ake 01.06 n.ore 1.01 only carth, but hea- 
BE: ven 
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ven too ; and this once more (\ faith he ) ſignifies the Y2- 
moving of all things, that nothing may eſtablifh mans 
heart but Faith in Jeſus. ls 
Verſe 12. And I ſaw the d:ad both great and ſmill - 
ſtand before God, and the Bovks were opened, and anather 
Bock was opened, which 15. the Both, of Life ;, and the 
dead were judged of thoſe things which were written ti 
thoſe Books according to their worhs : By th: agad, Un- 
derſtand men in their natural eitate, dead in fi2; By 
ſtnaing before God, underſtand that all their wicked- 
ncſ$ is manifeſt before him, they cannot flee from his 
preſence, as David holds forth ; th:ugh rhey arg decp 
to hide their Connſels from Ged, as the Prophet 12!tits 
where by digging deep, underitand make great ſhew of 
nolineſs and zeal: By the Books opened, underſtand 
the truth of Gods Word, and of mans Conſcience: 
By another Book, ep:ned, underſtand the grace, or the 
greatneſs and freeneſs of the Love of God menitc- 
ſted. Bleſſed be the Name of God. that there is a 
third Book; for the two firſt condemn a!l:men ; for 
in the Word of God is the Covenant of Warks, and 
the Covenant of Grace, and hy the firit he is con- 
demned, that his works. are hypocrifie, through Þis 
wicked and deceitful heart; and by the latter he is 
condemned , becauſe he hath an-unbelieving heart”; 
and by his own Conſcience. he is. condeinned  ' for 
when it is opened, it is as a thouſand witneſſes againjt 
him, therefore happy are we that there is a third ; 
for it is the Lambs Book of Life, wiich is like a 
Kings Pardon to the condema:d Malefator ;' a4 
the ceada were juda:d of thoſe things which were Wriiters 772 
the Beek, towW1t, lirſt condemned botin by the whoſe 
Word of Gad; and by their own Conſciences, thr 


every man may be fonad a Liar, and Goloaly true, 


aid yer ſaved by the third Book, that they may jnow 
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the greatneſs and the freeneſs of the grace and love 
of God to man, that their mouths may be filled with 
his praiſes for evermore. By according to their works, 
underſtand not whether man have been a prophane 
perſon, or a 7ealous religious man ; but the Pro- 
phet ſaith, alike falls our to hims that ſweareth, and to 
him that feareth an oath; but the Judgment proceeds 
according to whom they are wrought by ; for the 
works of true Believers are wrought in them by God, 
and the works of hypocrites ( though they be tou- 
ching the righteouſneſs of the Law blameleſs ) are 
wrought ( as the works of all prophame perſons are ) 
by theDevil, for he is their Father, and his Luſts 
will they do - our Saviour teſtifies theſe plainly. 
Verſe. 13. Andthe Sea gaveup the dead that were in 
them, and death and hell gave up the dead that were in 
them, &c. as before. By the Sea, underſtand the floods 
of iniquity ; by gave »p the dead, underſtand teſtified 
t£o their wickedneſs. By Death, underſtand the righ- 
teous Judgments of God, whereby all are given up 
as dead; by Hell, underſtand the wrath of God, 


wherein all the dead are judged eternally. 


Verſe 14. And death and hell were caft 3nto the Lake 
of fire, that the Elect may be freed from them. | 
Verſe 15. And thither alſo were all caſt with them that 
mere not fourd written in the Bock of Life ;, this 8 the 
ſecond death, to wit, the eternal Judgments of God 
againſt ſin(which is called Death and Hell)and ſinners, 
Chap. 21. verſe 7. And I ſaw a new Heaven and 4 
mew Earth, for the firſt Heaven and the firſt Earth were 
paſſed away, and there was no more Sea. By new Hea- 
ver, underſtand the Grace of God manifeſted in Je- 
ſus upon the Souls of his People ; by zew Earth, man 
converted by it ; for in this new Earth dwells righte- 
uſneſs ; by old Heaven, underſtand all the "_— " 
| od | 
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God known by man after the Letter; for the wiſdcm 
of man cannot comprehend it after the newneſs of 
the Spirit, but after the oldneſs of the Letter; by 
old Earth, underſtand man living in the fleſh, where 
theres?s nothing but ſin and luſt; and by chere being 
20 more Sea, underſtand no floods of iniquity,for after 
that man-be converted by Grace , he 1s preſented to 


_ Godby Chriſt, without ſpot or blemiſh. 


V.2. And I John ſaw the holy Gty,new. Feruſalem come 
aown from God out.of Heaven, prepared as a Bride trim- 
med for her Huband. By the holy City new Feruſalem, 
underſtand true believing broken hearted Chriſtians; 
for they are the habitation in which God is delighted 
to dwell, the City{which is compact or well joyned to- 
gether, kept in perfect order by the holy Spirit, the 


. Temple wherein the perfect Sacrifice, even Jeſus is 


offered as a ſweet favour unto God, and through 
him, and with him, and in him, and by him they 
are offered daily body, ſoul and ſpirit, - a holy and 
and acceptable Sacrifice. By zts coming dows from 
heaven, underſtand that they are the workmanſhip 
of God. as Paul ſays. By her being prepared as a Bride 


trimmed for her huuband, underſtand that ſhe was af- 


flicted in ſoul under the burden. of fins, for he ſays, 
I have choſen thee in the furnace of affliftion, 10 that ſhe 
hath no wedding garments on ; for ſhe is arrayed with 
no apparel but ſuch as her Lord and Husband giveth 
her,as it is teſtified hereafcer.By his adding 7 Fohn ſaw 
th:5,vnferſtand tha: therein he had perfect experiznce ' 
| Verſe 3. And I] heard a great woyce out of heayen, 
ſaying, Behold the Tabernacle of God 1s with men,to wit, 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel preaches that God dwells 
with his Saints by faith in Chriſt, and they ſhall be 
his People, &c. 
Verſe 4+ ArdCqd ſhall wipe all tear; from their cyes, 
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(to wit, they ſhall be comforted by the word of God) 
and there ſhall be no more death nor ſorrow , nor crying, 
nor paing for the firſt things are paſſed away, to wit, 
when their ſinful nature is changed , and they made 
partakers of the divine nature . all: the paſſions 
which attended it, ſhall be removed with it. = 
Verſe 5. And he that ſate upon the Throne aid, be- 
hold T niakg all things ncw ( to wit ) the word truly 
_ preached teſtifies, that the converſion of man is to 
make him a new creature, and when he is made new, 
all things are become new to him, old things are 
done away. | | 
Verſe 6. And he ſaid to me , It is done, I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end; (to wit) the 
Miniſtry hath a perfe&t work, when Jeſus 1s known 
to be the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, the Be- 

i g:nner and PerfeCter of every good word and work; 
1 nill cive tohimthat s athirſ} of the well of the water ' 
ef Life freely, to wit, to every ſoul that is weaby | 
under the burden of fin, and weaned from the Con- 
tents which this world affords, I will give the grace 
and love of God, and comforts of his Spirit. | 

Verſe 5. He that overcometh ( to wit, all his ene- 
mies, even Satan, Sin and the World ) ſhalt inherit 
ail things (towit, all the fulneſs of God, and godli- 
ne{t in Jeſus, for in him he ſhall be compleat ) &c. 
Verſe 8. But the fearful and unbelicving, the abomi- |} 
nable, and Murderers, Whoremongers , Sorcerers , and |} | 
Tdolaters, and all liars, ſhall nave their part in the Lake | 
w5:ch burieth with fire and brimftone, which is the ſecond | | 
death, to wit, the ſeparation of mans ſoul from all 
G.d; Mercies, and the lying of ſoul and body both I | 
under his eternal wrath. 
Verſe g. And there came unto treone of the ſeven A1- 
gels, mbich had the ſeven vials full of the feven Laff 
| | : Plagnes, 
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Plagites, ard talked with me, ſaying, Come I will ſhem” 
thee the Bride.the Lambs wife; to wit, a true Minilter, 
when he hath preached all the power of God by his 
Law to condemn fin , and crucifie the fleſh, and 
mortifie the carnal mind, and wean man from the 
world, and to diſcover hypocryſie,, which he calls the 
great whore; and Gods Judgments poured out upon 
the hypocrite, which he calls the damnation of the 
great Whore ; then he preaches the Goſpel, the 
grace of God to ſinners, and man converted by it, 
which is the Lambs wife. | 
Verſe 10. And he carried me away in the Spirit (to 
wit, he gave me the true ſpiritual underſtanding of 
the Wotd ) to a great high mountain, (to wit, then I 
underſtood that the grace of God) far exceeded all 
the wiſdom, and righteouſneſs and zeal of man, in 
making man fruitful in all the works and ways of ho- 
lineſs and truth) therefore it is called Gods moun- 
tain, or hill of his holineſs; and thoſe other things 
are called mans monntains, as I have ſhewed before.) 
And he ſhewed me that great City, that holy Feruſalem, 
deſcending out of heaven fromGod : Of this is ſpoken 
verie 2. | 
Verſe 11. Having the glory of God. ( towit, free 
torgiveneſs of ſin, for that is the glory of God, to 
-Pardon ſin freely |) and her ſhining was like unto a ſtone 
moſt precious, as a Faſper ſtone, clear as Cryſtal ,, to wit, 
her righteouſieſs, thie righteouſneſs of Grd by faith, 
which 1s pure without ſpct, and- ſolid as a.precious 
ſtone. | | | by 
Verſe 12. Ard it had twelve Gates, which figures 
tree entrance for 2N the Ele& of God through all na- 
LICNS. | 
Verſe 13. Aid at the twelve gates twelve Angels (tO 
Wit, true Miniſters of the Word ſtand round _ 
| tnaT 
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that Feruſalem; for their Teachers ſhall not be re- 
moved into a corner) and the Names written, which 


are twelve Tribes of the Childrenof 1fracl, towit, of | 


all the elect of God, which are figured by 1/#ael. 

Verſe 14. And the wall of the City had twelve founda- 
t89n8, and inthem the names of the Lambs twelve Apo- 
files, to wit, the foundation of their righteouſneſs 
was according to the Doctrine of the Apoſtles. 

Verſe 15. And he that talked with me bad a golden 
Reed to meaſure the City withal, and the gates thereof, 
and the wall thereof. By the golden Reed, underſtand 
the Word of God. 

Verſe 16. And the City lay fourſquare,of equal large- 
neſs on every ſide, and three gates of three Pearls on every 
ſide ; thus it is meaſured ro be of equal largeneſs,and 
of equal preciouſneſs, and purity, to receive and 
eſtabliſh the Saints in purity from all coaſts of the 
world ; and the compaſs of it was twelve thouſand fur- 
longs, lignifying the enlarging of mans heart by the 
Word of God, that he is not ſtraitned but in hisown 
bowels. 

»Verſe 17. And he meaſured the wall. thereof an hun 
dared forty and four cubits, that is. twelve times twelve, 
ſignifying the multiplying of the fortification of the 
City, that none may enter in but by the gates, even 
by Chriſt, who is the door or gate by which every 
true Believer enters into the Kingdom of Ged, or 
life of true righteouſneſs. And this is by che meaſure 
of a man, that is of tbe Angel, to wit, a true Mini- 
ſter, who teaches according as he hath received. 

Verſe 18, 19, 20.: And the building of the Wall was of 
Faſper, andthe City pure Gold, like clear plaſs, and the 

foundations of the wall garnifhed with precious ſtones, &C. 
All which ſignifies the ſolidity and purity of the word 
of Truth,whereby the Saints enter, & are —_— 
| all 
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and enriched, and all hypocrites are kept out. 
Verſe 22. AndI ſaw no Temple therein, for the Lord 
God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the Temple of it. The 


Saints mult have no place to worſhip 1n, as our Lord 


Jeſus ſaid, The time cometh when ye (hall neither, worſhip 
in the Temple at Feruſalem, nor in the Mount of Sama- 
ria, but in ſpirit andtruth ;, as a Spirit is in no place, 


'ſo ſpiritual worſhip needs no place. 


Verſe 23. And this City hath no need of the Sun, nor 
of the 11oon to ſhzne in it, to wit, of no natural or tem- 
poral light; for they cannot guide them in the ways 
of God ; for the glory of God doth light it, to wit, the 
Grace of God (which is his Glory, as 1 ſaid before) 
doth teach them to deny all ungodlineſs, and to live 
in all godlineſs; avd the Lamb zs the light of it; forte 
is the true light, and the only light, thar enligbtneth 
all the Sons of God, for Grace is given them in him. 

Verſe 24. And the people which are ſaved ſhall walk 
in the light of it (to wit, all that are redeemed ſhall be 
guided and enlightned by the free grace of God in 
Jeſus. ) And the Kings of the Earth ſhall bring their 
£lory aud honour to it. By Kings of the earth, under- 
ſtand only true Believers whom Jeſus makes Kings 
unto their God ; by bringing their glory and honour to 
zr, underſtand , that they ſhall aſcribe to it, that they 
are redeemed and ſaved, and do live in the faith and 
fear of God, and are not damned, nor live in raging 
luſts, and damnable hereſie and hypocriſie ; all theſe 
Benefits are from the 'free grace of God in Jeſus, 
OY they honour it, and glory init with all their 
hearts. 

Verſe 28. Arg the Gates of it ſhall not be ſhut by 
ay ; this ſignifies there js continually free entrance 
into it for the redeemed ont of all Nations. And 
there hall Ce no night thire (tOwit, there _ [1 ve - 
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darkneſs,for the Lord Jeſus is their everlaſting light) 
Veither ſhall they need a night to reſt on, for in thay 
Nev are Believers, they are entred into their eternaj 
reſt. 
Verſe 26. And the glory and honour of the Gentiles 
ſhall be brought unto it, to wit, all that are redeemed 
out of the Gentiles, ſhall acknowledge that they had 
never attained to ſalvation but by Gods free grace. 

Verſe 27. There ſhall cnter into ut no unclean thing, 
ſceing allare infefted with the Leprofie of ſin,all muſt 
be ſhut out of this City, as Lepers were out of the 
Camp of 7/rad, till their ſin be manifeſted by the 
Law. as Leproſfie was by the Prieſt, and man confeſs 
himſelf Iam a finner, a (inner, as the Lepercried 
unclean, unclean , and the finner be waſhed in the 
blood of Jeſus, which takes away 2very ſpot of ini- 
quity; then ſhall he be admitted into this City, as 
The Leper was into the Camp, when the Prieſt de- 
Clared him to be. clean ; for theſe are written in the 
Lambs Bock of Life, WE... 

Chap. 2.2. v. 1. And he ſhewed me a pure River of wa- 
ter of Life, clear as Criſtal, proceeding out of the Throne 
of God and of the Lamsy, tO wit, a true Miniſter teach- 
eth that the life of all righteouſneſs is the gift of God 
through Jeſus, proceeding from free grace, which is 
Gods Throne and Glory. 

Verſe. In the midſt of the ſtreet of it, and of either 
fice the River, was the Tree of Life, which bare twelve 
mani.ercf fruits, and gave fruit every month ;, and the 
Ltaves of the Tree were for the healing of the Nations. 


David faith, Glorious things are ſaid of thee, thou City | 


of Ged;, ſohere are the glorious things ; firlt, 4 Rever 
of water of Life runs down the ſtreets, as is ſaid before ; 
ct now a Tree of Life iii the midjÞ of it,and on either foae 
the River, Wwiichis our Lord J:fas, out of whoſe 
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Throne proceeds this River. as is ſaid before ; it is 
that which 1s in the midſt of the City, on both ſides 
the River ; if but two or threeſbe gathered together 
in his Name, he 1s in the midft of them, he makes 
them drink of the River of his good pleature, and it 
is in thema fountain ſpringing upto eternal life, that 
they thirſt no more; and he yields twelve mannerof 


fruits, that every one may have to ſatisfie his Souls 


hunger ; he yields milk for babes, and ſtrong meats 


for the elder ; a feaſt of fat things for the hungry, 


and meats and wine well refined for more tender ſto- 
machs, &c. And his fruit is ready every month, that” 
whenſoever the hungry or thirſty, poor and needy 
come, they may find with him all fulneſs. By che leaves 
bealing the Nations , underſtand , There?s nothing in 


' Jeſus bur it brings health to mens ſouls. 


Verſe 3. And there ſhall be no more Curſe; for where 
God juſtifies , who ſhall condemn? ſeeing Jeſus is 
dead and riſen again, who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of his people ? for they arealſodead and ri- 
ſen with him ;; for God and the Lamb hath ſet his 
Throne in their hearts, and they obey molt freely. 

The three next Verſes are before, and the three 
next following are plain. 

Verſe 10. And he ſaid unto me, Seal not the words of 
the Prophecy of this Book, ſor the time us at hand, to 
wit, when Jeſus 1s revealed in the fouls of his Ser- 
vants, it is time that every Chriſtian know the Myſte- 
ry of iniquity, or as Paul calls it, all the wiles of Sa- 
tan, and the Myſtery of Godlineſs, or the whole 


work of god in and by Jeſus, to make of ſinners ſons { 
| of God. | 21 


Verſe 11.He that is unjuſt and filthy,lct kimren at t fo 
fill, ro wit, refer it to the will of God ; for without 
his power and grace he cannot bealtered ; mn muſt 

- | let 
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his good work, as he hath ſown the ſeed of grace in 
their hearts, fo to preſerve them, and water that 
ſeed, that it may bring forth fruit abundantly. 

The two next Verles are before, and three follow- 
ing are plain. 

Verſe 175. And the Spirit and the Bride ſay come, to 
wit, the Spirit of God and every believing ſoul ; for 
thoſe are the Bride of Jeſus, never ceaſe to invite 0s 
thers to come and pray to God.in the ſecret of their 
ſouls, that he wonld caſt his hook in the noſtrils,and 
his bit in the jaws of all that are running away from 
God in the way of their hearts luſt, and bring them 
back by a way they have not known, and lead thoſe 
Poor blind Souls to the hill of his ſalvation, and ſhew 


them his glory, even beſtow on them his free grace, . 


draw them to Jeſus, and in him and through him par- 


don their ſins freely, and ſanftifie their fouls. 4d 


tet him that heareth ſay Come, to wit, he whoſe ear is 
opened tohear and receive the teſtimony of the Spirit, 
lethim cry unto the Lord that he would come and 
{atisfie his Soul dayly with the joys of his free Spirit, 


' that he may be ableto reſiſt Satan unto the blood, not 


to eſteem his life, but to give it freely for the teſti- 
mony of Jeſus; 4nd let him that is athirſt come ;, even 


every ſoul that God hath weaned from the world,and 


all the vanity and follies , and all the pleaſures and 
treaſures, riches and honours that it affords, that 
they are all to him as dry husks, that he hungersfor 
the Bread of the Fathers Houle, and thirſts for the 
water of the Well of Life, let all ſuch come tothe 
Lords Table; there's fleſh and bread both morning 


and evening, as the Lori 1:4 Elzas by the cator _ 
| ; 


letthat work ceaſe for ever; it is impoſſible for man 
to do any thing in it. And let himthat is righteous and 
holy continue ſo ſtill, to wit, pray to God to continue- 
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ſhall be fed with the fatneſs of the houſe of God as 
with Marrow, he will give him drink of the River of 
ne- || his pleaſure ; for with hin is the well of the water of 
in | Life. And let whoſoever will take of it freely, to wit, 
at | all that have Known their will to be froward and per- 
yerſe to all the ways of God, and chuſe rather to 
7- | walk in the way of their own hearts, following the 
Luſts of the fleſh , and Vanities of the earthly Mind, 
to | till God caſts them into diſtreſs, and made them 
or | know how evil and bitter a thing it is to follow after 
o- || lying vanities, and forſake everlaſting mercies, that 
ic | in this day of his power he hath made them a wil- 
1d || ling people, evento be as hired Servants, let them 
m || come thoughthey beas-a dry tree,God will give them 
m | a name better than the name of Sons and Daughters, 
ſe | and make them joyful in his Houie of Prayer. 
W Verſe 18. For I proteſt unto every wan that heareth the 
e, | words of the Prophecy of this Book, if any man ſhall add 
r-' | #nto theſe things, God ſhall add untohim the Plagnes that 
4 | are written in this Book: By man adding unto theſe 
is | things, underſtand joyning any thing with Faith in 
t, | Chriſt, for either righteouſneſs or ſalvation; and by 
d | Gods adding to himthe Plagues written in this Book, UN- 
t, | derſtand that God will lay him under curſe and con- 
2t | demnation by the Law ; fo that by allthe Vials full of 
i- | the ſeven laſt Plagues is figured the pouring out the 
n {| Curſeand Judgment of the Law, and nothing elſe. 
d Verſe 19 And if any man ſhall diminiſh from the words 
d | of the Prophecy of this Book, God ſhall take away his 
it || - part out of the Book of Life, &c. By diminiſking from 
xr | the words of this Prophecy, underſtand,that he believes 
e | not that faith in Chriſt is ſufficient to work all the 
e {| righteouſneſs of truth and love in the heart of a finner 
g | toGodandto man, and to give him aſſurance of ſal- 
vation by free grace. 
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